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Speech delivered by Ambassador Peter Florin, Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs and 
Permanent Representative of the GDR at the United Nations, to the UN Security 
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Council, concerning the policy of aggression conducted by the South African apartheid 
regime 
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Message of greeting sent by Kurt Seibt, Chairman of the Central Auditing Commis- 
sion of the Socialist Unity Party of Germany and President of the Solidarity Committee 
of the GDR, to the President of the United Nations Council for Namibia, Paul Lusaka, 
to mark the opening of the Week of Solidarity with the People of Namibia 

23 October 1980 


Speech delivered by Ambassador Peter Florin, Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs 
and Permanent Representative of the GDR at the United Nations, at the XXXV session 
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policy 
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delegations of the Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Republic, the People’s Republic of 
Bulgaria, the Hungarian People’s Republic, the Mongolian People’s Republic, the 
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Speech delivered by Dr Heinrich Toeplitz, President of the Supreme Court of the 
GDR and Chairman of the GDR Committee for the UN Decade of Action to Combat 
Racism and Racial Discrimination, at the festive function held to mark the 20th anni- 
versary of the adoption of the Declaration on the Granting of Independence to Colo- 
nial Countries and Peoples 

14 December 1980 
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cism and Racial Discrimination on the occasion of the 20th anniversary of the adop- 
tion of the Declaration on the Granting of Indeperdence to Colonial Countries and 
Peoples 

14 December 1980 


Statement made by the delegations of the Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Republic, the 
People’s Republic of Bulgaria, the Czechoslovak Socialist Republic, the German De- 
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19 December 1980 


Speech delivered by Ambassador Peter Florin, Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs 
and Permanent Representative of the GDR at the United Nations to the UN Security 
Council on the Question of Namibia 
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Communication from the GDR on assistance granted to colonially and racially op- 
pressed peoples 

Ref.: Memorandum of the UN Secretary-General G/SO 214 (18-1) 

4 February 1981 


Telegram sent by the General Secretary of the Central Committee of the Socialist Unity 
Party of Germany and Chairman of the GDR Council of State, Erich Honecker, to the 
President of the MPLA-Party of Labour and President of the People’s Republic of 
Angola, to commemorate the 20th anniversary of the commencement of armed 
struggle against colonial rule 

4 February 1981* 


Statement made by the Solidarity Committee of the GDR on South African aggression 
10 February 1981* 


Statement made by the GDR Committee for the UN Decade of Action to Combat Racism 
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11 February 1981* 
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Speech delivered by the Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs and Permanent Represen- 
tative of the GDR at the United Nations, Peter Florin, at the XXXV session of the 
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Communication from the German Democratic Republic on the draft of the International 
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Statement issued by the GDR Committee for the Decade of Action to Combat Racism 
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and Racial Discrimination and the Solidarity Committee of the GDR, to mark the 
International Day for the Elimination of Racial Discrimination 
21 March 1981 


From the Report of the Central Committee of the Socialist Unity Party of Germany 
to the 10th Congress of the SED, delivered by Comrade Erich Honecker 
11 to 16 April 1981 


Solidarity Appeal of the 10th Congress of the Socialist Unity Party of Germany 
15 April 1981 


Communication from the GDR on the implementation of the United Nations Anti- 
Apartheid resolutions 
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Message by the General Secretary of the Central Committee of the Socialist Unity 
Party of Germany and Chairman of the Council of State of the GDR, Erich Honecker, 
to the International Conference on Sanctions against South Africa in Paris 
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Third report of the GDR concerning the implementation of the International Con- 
vention on the Suppression and Punishment of the Crime of Apartheid 

Ref.: Memorandum of the UN Secretary-General C/SO 237/5 (2) 
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Statement by Dr Gerd Hoehne: Head of the Delegation of the German Democratic 
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Socialist Unity Party of Germany and President of the Solidarity Committee of the 
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25 June 1981 


Joint statement issued by the GDR Committee for the UN Decade of Action to Com- 
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the GDR Peace Council in commemoration of South African Freedom Day 

26 June 1981 


Communication from the GDR on the fulfilment of the programme of action for the 
full implementation of the Declaration on the Granting of Independence to Colonial 
Countries and Peoples 

Ref.: Memorandum of the UN Secretary-General TR 100 (2) GEN 

30 June 1981 


Joint communiqué issued by the government of the German Democratic Republic and 
the delegation of the United Nations Council for Namibia 
31 July 1981* 
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Message of greeting sent by the Central Committee of the Socialist Unity Party of 
Germany to the South African Communist Party to mark the 60th anniversary of the 
latter’s foundation 
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Statement issued by the Solidarity Committee of the GDR and the GDR Committee 
for the UN Decade of Action to Combat Racism and Racial Discrimination to com- 
memorate the Day of Solidarity with the People of Namibia 

26 August 1981 


Speech delivered to the UN Security Council by Ambassador Peter Florin, Deputy 
Minister of Foreign Affairs and Permanent Representative of the GDR at the United 
Nations, concerning Angola’s accusations against South Africa 

28 August 1981 


Speech delivered by Bernhard Neugebauer, Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs of 
the GDR, at the International UN Seminar on the Activities and Role of the Mass 
Media in the International Mobilization against Apartheid 
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Declaration on Aggression by the South African Racist Regime against the People’s 
Republic of Angola agopted by the UN-Seminar on the Activities and the Role of Mass 
Media in the International Mobilization against Apartheid, held in Berlin from 31 Au- 
gust to 2 September 1981 

31 August 1981 


Appeal and Berlin Declaration issued by the UN Seminar on Publicity and Role of 
Mass Media in International Mobilization against Apartheid, held in Berlin from 
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Minister of Foreign Trade, during the general debate of the United Nations Conference 
dealing with the least developed countries, in Paris 
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Message sent by the General Secretary of the Central Committee of the Socialist 
Unity Party of Germany and Chairman of the GDR Council of State, Erich Honecker, 
to the President of the UN special session, Baron Riidiger von Wechmar 

4 September 1981* 


Speech delivered by Ambassador Peter Florin, Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs 
and Permanent Representative of the GDR at the United Nations, to the 8th emergency 
special session of the UN on Namibia 

8 September 1981 


From the policy statement presented by the Minister of Foreign Affairs of the GDR, 
Oskar Fischer, to the XXXVI session of the UN General Assembly 
25 September 1981 


Speech delivered by GDR representative Willi Schlegel to the Third Committee of the 
XXXVI session of the UN General Assembly, concerning the implementation of the 
right to self-determination and the granting of independence to colonial countries and 
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Speech delivered by GDR representative Gerhard Schréter to. the Fourth Committee 
of the XXXVI session of the UN General Assembly on the activities of foreign economic 
and other interests which are impeding the implementation of the UN Declaration 
on the Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples 

7 October 1981 


Speech delivered by GDR representative Willi Schlegel to the Third Committee of the 
XXXVI session of the UN General Assembly concerning the struggle against racism 
and racial discrimination 

9 October 1981 
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MPLA-Party of Labour and President of the People’s Republic of Angola, José Eduardo 
dos Santos, to the German Democratic Republic from 12 to 14 October 1981 

14 October 1981 


Speech delivered by GDR representative Willi Schlegel to the Third Committee of the 
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Message of greeting sent by the General Secretary of the Central Committee of the 
Socialist Unity Party of Germany and Chairman of the GDR Council of State, Erich 
Honecker, to the President of the African National Congress of South Africa, Oliver 
Tambo, to commemorate the 70th anniversary of the ANC 
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Speech delivered by Ambassador Peter Florin, Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs and 
Permanent Representative of the GDR at the United Nations, to the United Nations 
Anti-Apartheid Committee, 11 January 1982 
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Preface 


The editors now present the second part of the 
documentary volume Against Racism, Apart- 
heid and Colonialism. It deals principally with 
the second half of the International Decade of 
Action to Combat Racism and Racial Discrim- 
ination launched by the United Nations for 
the period 1973-1983. 

The political documents published here testify 
in a variety of ways to the heroic struggle by 
the peoples of Africa, Asia and Latin America 
against imperialism and its racist oppression 
and against colonialist and neo-colonialist ex- 
ploitation. They demonstrate once again that 
the German Democratic Republic stands side 
by side with these peoples in their fight for 
freedom and justice. 

The documents made available here in col- 
lected form show one thing above all others, 
namely, that today more than ever the world- 
wide struggle for peace, disarmament and in- 
ternational detente is closely linked with that 
against racism, apartheid and colonialism. All 
these basic problems of international social 
conflict can only be solved if the progressive, 
peace-loving forces in the various continents 
oppose even more resolutely the belligerent 
and aggressive policies of the imperialists. 
This is the purpose which this second part of 
our documentation is intended .to serve. It is 
one of the many contributions made by the 
GDR in support of the goals set by the United 
Nations in its International Decade of Action 
to Combat Racism and Racial Discrimination. 
Paramount among these goals is to gather in- 
creased support for the just struggle of peo- 
ples who continue to suffer under imperialist 
exploitation and racist oppression. Solidarity 
with the ANC and SWAPO, acknowledged by 
the United Nations and the OAU to be the 
legitimate representatives of the people of 
South Africa and Namibia respectively, forms 
part of this activity. 

Another closely related factor is the fight by 
the peoples of Asia, Africa and Latin Amer- 


ica to establish a new economic order, ac- 
companied by growing opposition to the 
colonialist and neo-colonialist policies carried 
out by the leading imperialist powers and 
multinational corporations. 

The first part of this volume dealt in detail 
with our people’s historical experience in the 
fight against imperialism, racism and war. 
Our people were greatly strengthened in their 
fight against Nazism by the victory of the 
Soviet Union and its wartime allies over Hitler 
and his fascist regime. From the foundation 
of the GDR in 1949 down to the present day 
anti-imperialist solidarity has been a cardinal 
principle of our national policy. All the politi- 
cal forces in the country-the Socialist Unity 
Party of Germany, the People’s Chamber, the 
Council of State and the government, together 
with the other political parties, mass organi- 
zations and the whole population—are fully 
aware of the challenge of this task and give 
their unstinted support to its prosecution. 

In August 1978 the GDR presented the United 
Nations World Conference against Racism and 
Racial Discrimination in Geneva with an Eng- 
lish version of the first part of this documen- 
tary volume. This made it possible to inform 
the world at large about an important aspect 
of the GDR’s foreign policy. 

This second volume serves the same aim, and 
demonstrates the GDR’s unconditional support 
of the United Nations’ efforts to eradicate all 
forms of racial discrimination and colonialist 
exploitation. 

Over recent years our country has keenly 
pursued the development of anti-imperialist 
relations based on solidarity and cooperation 
on an equal footing. Prime proof of this lies 
in the numerous visits paid to friendly states 
in Africa, the Middle East, Asia and Latin 
America by high ranking party and state dele- 
gations led by Erich Honecker, General Sec- 
retary of the Socialist Unity Party of Germany 
and Chairman of the GDR Council of State. 


22 


These visits resulted in the establishment of 
friendly relations, long-term friendship trea- 
ties and important agreements on cooperation 
in the economic, technological and cultural 
fields. 

An important element in every one of these 
foreign policy documents is our solidarity 
with all peoples engaged in the struggle 
against imperialism, racial oppression and 
colonialist and neo-colonialist exploitation. 
The materials presented here give detailed in- 
formation on these matters and document the 
ways in which the general principles of for- 
eign policy laid down at the 10th Congress of 
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the Socialist Unity Party of Germany have 
been put into practice. The Solidarity Resolu- 
tion unanimously adopted at the 10th Congress 
reads: ‘The Socialist Unity Party of Germany 
and the people of the German Democratic 
Republic will continue to fulfil consistently 
their internationalist commitments and exer- 
cise fraternal solidarity with all fighters for 
peace, democracy, national independence and 
social progress.”’ 

It is the editors’ hope that this volume of docu- 
ments will help to fulfil this great task. 


Berlin, March 1983 


Dr Heinrich Toeplitz 

President of the Supreme Court 
of the GDR 

and Chairman 

of the GDR Committee 

for the United Nations Decade 
of Action to Combat Racism 
and Racial Discrimination 


Introduction I 


Dr A. Babing 


Reprint of the introduction from volume I/1978 for the information of readers 


who may not be in possession of this volume 


With the World Congress against Racism and 
Racial Discrimination, 1978 marks a particular 
high point in the peoples’ struggles against 
both imperialist exploitation and racist and 
colonial oppression. 

This important international event symbolizes 
the strivings of a world-wide anti-imperialist 
movement, to which the Decade of Action 
against Racism and Racial Discrimination 
called by the UN has given added impetus. 
While the peoples of the world are committing 
themselves more and more to fighting im- 
perialism’s vile, inhuman policies of exploita- 
tion and oppression, expressed in varying 
forms of apartheid, racism, colonialism and 
neo-colonialism the imperialist backers of 
these systems are also being denounced by 
the UN and by more and more other inter- 
national bodies. 

The socialist countries, including the GDR, 
have given unrelenting support through 
countless initiatives to the international 
struggle of the peoples for freedom, indepen- 
dence and self-determination. It was on the 
initiative of the Soviet Union that, back in 
1960, the UN adopted a Declaration on the 
Granting of Independence to Colonial Coun- 
tries and Peoples, which has proved to be a 
very effective programme for overcoming 
forms of colonial rule. The resolution calling 
for the current Decade of Action against 
Racism and Racial Discrimination was also 
sponsored by the Soviet Union. 

Both the fact that this resolution was passed 
and its implementation so far clearly illus- 
trate the political change in the international 
balance of forces, in favour of the forces of 
peace, democracy, national independence and 
socialism, a change that can also be seen in 
many other areas of international affairs. In 
this way, support for the struggle against 
racism and racial discrimination is part of the 
struggle being waged in all fields by the 
socialist community and all peace-loving peo- 


ples to deepen the process of détente, to 
strengthen peace and security and to ward off 
all attempts by aggressive imperialist circles 
to exacerbate existing conflicts and create new 
ones. 

In today’s world, racist exploitation and dis- 
crimination are an anachronism. While inter- 
national developments are determined by the 
programme of the XXV Congress of the CPSU 
which shows us the way forward in striving 
for peace, international cooperation, freedom 
and national independence, the forces of im- 
perialism and reaction still cling on with par- 
ticular obstinacy to the practices of racism and 
to the reactionary régimes in southern Africa, 
which carry out racist exploitation and op- 
pression with incomparable cruelty. These are 
the last bastions of the imperialist colonial 
empires founded in the last century, which 
have burst asunder under the weight of the 
peoples’ struggle for freedom and indepen- 
dence. 


The defeat of racism by the peoples’ 
liberation struggles 


Today the task of sweeping away the hang- 
overs of this colonial period is on the order 
of the day as is the complete eradication of 
racial discrimination and colonial oppression. 
We are witnessing the final stages of a 
process whose origins lie decades in the past. 
A few months ago, all progressive and peace- 
loving people throughout. the world were 
celebrating the sixtieth anniversary of the 
Great October Socialist Revolution. The 
establishment of the world’s first socialist 
state not only paved the way for the elimina- 
tion of all forms of imperialist exploitation 
and oppression, but created the conditions for 
the national and social liberation of the peo- 
ples of Soviet Russia and other peoples. 

At the same: time, the imperialist colonial sys- 
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tem was dealt a decisive blow. The general 
crisis of the whole capitalist system brought 
the crisis of the imperialist colonial system to 
a peak and the colonial propaganda of im- 
perialism suffered an unprecedented defeat. 
To justify their colonial wars of conquest and 
oppression, in the face of other peoples, the 
imperialist powers had developed a complete 
system of reactionary ideologies and political 
pratices, the key elements of which were 
chauvinism and racism. The ideology and 
practice of racism became most widespread 
and took on their most reactionary form in the 
second half of the last century when the im- 
perialist colonial forces were fighting to carve 
up and then to redivide all continents of the 
world between them. Blatantly distorting 
science, the ideologues of racism asserted that 
the evolutionary potential of the various races 
of human beings was not equal. So they di- 
vided humanity into more and less highly 
““gifted’’ and developed races, in such a way 
that the latter category was composed of all 
the peoples living in countries which were al- 
ready occupied or were on the list for coloniza- 
tion. The advocates of racism used for their 
own ends the fact that several races exist in 
order to justify their policies of national and 
international exploitation. They arbitrarily 
invented a right for one (predominantly white) 
race to dominate the others. These theories 
were consciously designed to cover up the real 
social roots of imperialist colonial practice, 
i.e. the rule of the exploiting class over the 
exploited. The theory and practice of racism 
belonged, therefore, for many decades to the 
basic principles governing the international 
relations of the colonial powers. 

The Great October Socialist Revolution ush- 
ered in an era which has effected decisive 
changes in the relationships of peoples and 
states, including: with regard to racism. The 
later was exposed as the ideological founda- 
tion of imperialism’s colonial plundering and 
was completely eradicated in the development 
of the new Soviet state’s home and foreign 
policies. The Soviet state was the first to solve 
the ‘‘Racial question’”’ in practice because the 


establishment of the first socialist state swept. 


away the socio-economic basis for any kind of 
“racial question” invoked by the ideologues 
of racism. The abolition of the capitalist rela- 
tions of exploitation and oppression not only 
did away with the exploitation of particular 
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classes but also with that of the various races. 
The principle of socio-economic and political 
equality for all human beings brought equal 
rights for all sections of the population, races, 
tribes and. nationalities. This showed up the 
dominance of racist ideology as a relative 
phenomenon, linked specifically with the im- 
perialist system. It also proved in practice the 
correctness of theses on this question worked 
out in the classics of Marxism. Right up to 
today, numerous peoples have been able to 
draw lessons from this historic achievement. 
The advocates of racist ideology and politics 
have also reacted to these events, in their own 
way. They were as little prepared to renounce 
their inhuman racist ideology as to give up 
their colonial possessions. 


Fascism and racism as specific forms of 
imperialism’s policy of oppression 


We can see that the reaction of imperialism 
since 1917 has been to “combine racist and 
anti-communist ideology more and more. This 
reaction found its most concentrated expres- 
sion in Hitler’s fascist dictatorship, the basic 
ideological supports of which were virulent 
racism and anti-communism, and in the at- 
tempts to set up similar fascist dictatorships 
in other European countries. The policies 
pursued by fascism were in accordance with 
its class character—aiming to implement ‘‘the 
open, terrorist dictatorship of the most reac- 
tionary, chauvinist and imperialist elements of 
finance capital’’.! 

From the moment they seized power, the 
fascists pursued the goal of conquering the 
Soviet Union in order to destroy its social 
system, which was free from capitalist exploi- 
tation and oppression, and to enslave or phys- 
ically annihilate the peoples of the Soviet 
Union. These expansionist aims were specific- 
ally related to the anti-communism, anti- 


1 Georgi Dimitroff, Die Offensive des Faschismus 
und die Aufgaben der Kommunistischen Inter- 
nationale im Kampf fiir die Einheit der Arbei- 
terklasse gegen den Faschismus, in: Pieck/Di- 
mitroff/Togliatti, Die Offensive des Faschismus 
und die Aufgaben der Kommunisten im Kampf 
fiir die Volksfront gegen Krieg und Faschismus, 
Referat auf dem VII. Kongress der Kommu- 
nistischen Internationale (1935), Berlin 1957. 


Sovietism and racism which were the basic 
elements of Nazi policies. 

With the infamous Nuremberg Race Laws, the 
fascists tried to create a pseudo-juridical 
system to give their racist ideology a facade 
of bourgeois legality. In the name of these 
‘laws’, genocide was carried out and millions 
of people were physically annihilated in the 
gas chambers of the fascist concentration 
camps. In this way, German imperialism was 
continuing the most reactionary, inhuman 
traditions developed in the period of colonial 
conquest. Humanity has not forgotten the 
genocide carried out by the infamous German 
“colonial force’’ in Namibia (formerly South 
West Africa) at the beginning of this century 
when more than 70,000 Hereros were exter- 
minated to safeguard the profits of German 
monopoly capital. 

Under Hitler’s fascism, the ideology and 
politics of racism were developed to an un- 
precedented extent to oppress and exploit the 
people of Germany and to subjugate and ex- 
terminate other peoples. German fascism, as 
a specific form of imperialism, was a perfect 
example of those general features of imperial- 
ism communists had constantly denounced as 
being proof of the inhuman nature of this 
system, which is a constant source of colonial 
oppression, racial discrimination and murder 
of man by man.” German fascism was one of 
the most monstruous products of capitalism in 
its imperialist stage of development. Its regime 
of terror and racism showed the aggressive, 
inhuman nature of capitalist exploitation at its 
most brutal’’. Fascism’s racist barbarianism 
swept over the majority of the surface of 
Europe. The ruling imperialist circles in Ger- 
many had already been spreading racist ob- 
scurantism and jingoism for decades before 
that. Under the leadership of the communist 
parties, the progressive forces in Germany and 
other countries had fought against these crim- 
inal policies in an attempt to save the German 
people and the whole of humanity from the 
rise of fascism at the beginning of the 
1930s. 

At the VII World Congress of the Comintern 
in 1935, the representatives of the Communist 
parties of Europe evolved the policy of a 
united front of all progressive forces in the 
fight against fascism. At this international 
congress, Wilhelm Pieck, the German work- 
ing-class leader and later the first President of 


the GDR, warned that the fascist racial theo- 
ries were ‘‘the theories of German warmonger- 
ing imperialism”? 

The Second World War turned into a confron- 
tation between the reactionary imperialist 
system, represented by German fascism, and 
the world’s most progressive social system, 
the Soviet Union. No one can overlook the 
historic truth that the Soviet Union was the 
leading centre in the struggle to unite all anti- 
fascist, anti-imperialist forces to defeat Ger- 
man fascism and the régimes allied with it. 


The turning point 


The military and political defeat suffered by 
fascism’s racist barbarianism at the hands of 
the Soviet Union and the other peoples united 
with it in the anti-Hitler coalition was also an 
international victory of unprecedented im- 
portance over racism institutionalized as a 
system of mass destruction. The survivors of 
the fascist extermination camps told the world 
from their own terrible experience of the 
criminal atrocities which were committed 
while putting into practice the racist ideology 
and politics of imperialism. 
The defeat of racism world-wide was not just 
restricted to the military and political destruc- 
tion of the régime which had built it up into 
an almost perfect system. The sweeping 
changes which came about internationally were 
also a decisive setback for racist ideology, 
exploitation and oppression in general and 
for the whole colonial ideology of imperialism. 
This can clearly be seen in such phenomena as 
the emergence of the world socialist system, 
the progress of the national liberation move- 
ments in Asia, Africa and Latin America, the 
collapse of the imperialist colonial system, the 
development of politically independent coun- 
tries in Asia, and Africa, and a consequent 
gradual change in the international balance 
of forces. 

After the defeat of fascism, the German 

people had a special responsibility towards 

the other peoples of the world to eradicate 
racism on German soil, by taking the historic 
opportunity to draw the lessons of the past. 

2 Wilhelm Pieck, ,Uber die Tatigkeit des Exeku- 
tivkomitees der Kommunistischen Internatio- 
nale”, in: Pieck/Dimitroff/Togliatti, Die Offen- 
sive des Faschismus... op. cit., p. 24. 
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The GDR’s experience 


After the end of the fighting in the Second 
World War, the German working class in 
what was then the Soviet zone of occupation 
undertook, with the support of the Soviet 
liberation forces, the task, of eliminating the 
political and socio-economic roots of racism. 
When we look back now over the last thirty 
years, we can see that the evil of racism has 
been eradicated once and for all on the ter- 
ritory of the German Democratic Republic. 
The task was fulfilled in a relatively short 
period of time. This great change in the ways 
of thinking and acting of millions of people 
clearly shows that racism can be overcome 
successfully if this process is accompanied by 
basic changes in society’s structure. There 
were four main factors which made this 
change possible: 

1. the victory over Nazism and the destruction 
of the political and military apparatus of 
power of the ruling German imperialist 
circles; 

2. the expropriation of the “haute bour- 
geoisie’” and the great landowners (Jun- 
kers), who were the class forces providing 
the socio-economic basis of and source of 
support for racism, hatred of other peoples 
and war; 

3. the creation of the necessary political and 
legal conditions for effectively combating 
war criminals and fascists as well as the 
remaining patterns of racist thinking and 
behaviour among the population; 

4, the education of the entire population in 
the spirit of proletarian internationalism, 
friendship among the peoples and peace, 
on the basis of socialist relations of produc- 
tion, free from exploitation and oppres- 
sion. 

The main aims to be pursued by the working 

people in the then Soviet occupation zone were 

formulated in the first Manifesto issued by 
the Communist Party of Germany on 11 June 

1945, which called for, inter alia: 

“1. The complete elimination of the remains 
of Hitler’s régime and his party. The co- 
operation of all decent German citizens in 
tracking down Nazi leaders, Gestapo 
agents and SS bandits who are in hiding. 
A thorough purging of Nazi activitists 
from all public posts. As well as punish- 
ments for the major war criminals, who 
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will appear before the courts of the United 
Nations, the severest punishments in the 
German courts for all Nazis guilty for 
crimes and of participating in Hitler's 
treason... 

3. The establishment of democratic rights 
and freedoms for the people. The re- 
legalization of free trade unions for work- 
ers, salaried employees and officials as 
well as of anti-fascist, democratic parties. 
The restructuring of the legal system to 
accord with the new democratic way of 
life of the people. Equality for all citizens 
before the law, irrespective of race, and 
severe penalties for any expression of 
racial hatred. The purging of fascist and 
reactionary filth from the whole education 
system. The cultivation of a genuinely 
democratic, progressive, freedom-loving 
spirit in all schools and teaching establish- 
ments. Systematic exposure of the bar- 
baric nature of the Nazi racial theories, 
the mendacity of the “‘lebensraum” theory 
and the catastrophic consequences for the 
German people of Hitler’s policies. Free- 
dom for scientific research and artistic 
creation... 

6. The expropriation of all the property of the 
top Nazis and war criminals, their prop- 
erty being taken into the hands of the 
people and placed at the disposition of the 
local or provincial administrative depart- 
ments. 

7. An end to the large landed estates of the 
Junkers, counts and princes, their entire 
property to be handed over, together with 
dead and live stock, to the provincial 
authorities for distribution among the 
peasants ruined and left propertyless by 
the war...” 


The elimination of the political and social root 
causes of racism in the GDR 


After 1945, the anti-fascist forces in the eastern 
part of Germany took up this Manifesto as their 
programme and set about transforming the 
chaos of the past into a future worthy of 
human beings. The fascist organizations were 


3 From the: Geschichte der deutschen Arbeiter- 
bewegung in acht Banden, vol. 6, Berlin 1966, 
pp. 40/41. 


disbanded and the Nazi state appartus smash- 
ed. Communists and other victims of Nazism, 
who until 1945 had been held in prisons, 
penitentiaries and concentration camps for 
their consistent opposition to racism, fascist 
savagery and war, were the ones who staffed 
the new administrative bodies. Many of today’s 
GDR Party and Government leaders were 
among these people struggling to build up a 
new anti-fascist democratic state. 

The ‘‘haute bourgeoisie’ and Junkers were 
uncompromisingly deprived of their means of 
production, which were given over to the 
people. The task of tracking down and punish- 
ing the war criminals and fascists—i.e. those 
directly responsible for carrying out the racist 
atrocities—took several years to complete. In 
the main, the job was over by the end of 1950, 
though we would emphasize that all war 
criminals caught after that time have had to 
answer for their acts and were duly 
punished. 

The 1949 Constitution of the GDR and that of 
1968 (amended in 1974), together with the 
laws of the GDR provide legal safeguards 
against any kind of imperialist incitement to 
war and racial or national hatred. 

The construction of socialism in the GDR 
created the conditions necessary for eliminating 
the socio-economic, political and ideological 
root causes of racism, racial discrimination, 
chauvinism and national hatred. In our society, 
free from exploitation and oppression there 
are no longer any class forces that could profit 
in terms of money or influence from practising 
discrimination or from threatening and op- 
pressing other peoples. 

On the contrary, increasing importance is at- 
tached by the entire population of the GDR 
to active solidarity with all people fighting 
against imperialist exploitation and oppression, 
against racist and colonial discriminatory 
practices and in favour of national indepen- 
dence and self-determination. 

With regard to the ideological education of 
the working people, the SED has not just con- 
tented itself with combating racist and 
chauvinist ways of thinking as leftovers of 
the old social order. The Party communicates 
to all classes and strata in the GDR the ideo- 
logy of the working class which furthers the 
struggle against imperialist exploiters and op- 
pressors and declares international solidarity, 
friendship and cooperation with all peoples 
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to be among the main aims of the working 
people. 

Fraternal anti-imperialist solidarity has be- 
come a feature of everyday life which everyone 
in the GDR takes for granted. This fact was 
also underlined by Erich Honecker, the then 
First secretary of the Central Committee of the 
SED, in his report to the 9th Party Con- 
gress: 

“The GDR will always give unswerving sup- 
port to those who fight against imperialism 
and colonialism and for national liberation on 
all continents. Together with all progressive 
forces the world over, we support Angola’s 
struggle for independence and are on the side 
of those African peoples who are defending 
their right to national sovereignty and social 
progress against racism, neo-colonialism and 
imperialist aggression.’ 

Foreign visitors to the GDR, particularly 
guests from Asia, Africa and Latin America, 
find, to their great satisfaction, that feelings 
of racial or national hatred are quite alien to 
the children and young people of the GDR. 
They find the younger generation very open 
towards other peoples and after a longer time 
here, can safely say that in the whole of the 
GDR’s social and political life there are no 
ideologies or practices which exhibit racism 
or any kind of discrimination against any 
other human groups. This is the result of a 
process of education accompanying socialist 
construction, the success of which visitors to 
the GDR can see for themselves. This was also 
pointed out by Oskar Fischer, the GDR’s 
Minister of Foreign Affairs, in his address to 
the UN Anti-Apartheid Committee meeting in 
Berlin in May 1974: 

“In the German Democratic Republic racism 
was destroyed root and branch, thus per- 
manently preventing any recurrence of it. The 
people of the GDR are brought up in the spirit 
of friendship for all peoples, irrespective of 
race or creed. This process of education begins 
in the kindergartens and at school. We 
measure people’s worth not by the colour of 
their skin or by their religion, but by their 
attitude to peaceful coexistence among nations 
and to the social problems of their own people 


4 Erich Honecker, Report of the Central Com- 
mittee to the IX Congress of the Socialist Unity 
Party of Germany, Berlin 1976, p. 25 (English 
edition). 
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and by their contribution to the social develop- 
ment of their country.” 

The GDR has proved in many ways that Party 
and Government are prepared to support the 
international struggle against racism with all 
the means at their disposal. Together with the 
Soviet Union and the other socialist countries, 
the GDR was among the members of the UN 
in favour of the decision to eliminate racial 
discrimination and all forms of colonial de- 
pendence and oppression and to safeguard the 
peoples’ right to self-determination. This also 
includes consistent observance of the boycott 
imposed by the UN against racist and colo- 
nialist régimes. 


GDR policies accord with UN Charter 


It is an historical fact that the GDR has, at 
all times, worked constructively to implement 
this and all other basic principles and tasks 
outlined by the UN, even when our country 
was not yet a member of the world organiza- 
tion. The GDR’s practical efforts have clearly 
shown that, for our workers’ and farmers’ 
state, the struggles against racism, colonialism 
and apartheid are not just tactical but, rather, 
questions of principle. The international re- 
cognition which this. policy has won among 
many nations, especially those in Asia, Africa 
and Latin America, was reflected in the de- 
cision by the UN Anti-Apartheid Committee, 
taken just months after the GDR had been 
admitted as a member of the UN, to hold a 
meeting of its Committee in May 1974 in Ber- 
lin, the capital of the GDR. 

At a rally held to mark this occasion, attend- 
ed by the members of the UN Anti-Apartheid 
Committee, the spokesman for the GDR, Her- 
mann Axen, member of the Politbureau, 
Secretary of the Central Committee of the 
SED and Chairman of the Foreign Affairs 
Committee of the People’s Chamber, de- 
clared: 

“The Central Committee of the Socialist Unity 
Party of Germany, the Government and the 
people of the German Democratic Republic 
see the choice of the capital of the GDR for 
this important meeting of the UN Anti-Apart- 
heid Committee as a great honour and also 
as,a compliment to the great historic changes 
that have taken place here on German territory 
with the emergence and strengthening of our 
German workers’ and farmers’ state. 
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“This choice is of particular importance be- 
cause it was from Berlin that German fascist 
imperialism, with its anti-communist ideology 
and racist mania, led its raids on the peoples 
of the world. Here in Berlin the victorious 
Soviet army dealt the fascist beast its death 
blow. And today we welcome you, our 
distinguished visitors and guests, to the capital 
of a socialist state which we began to build up 
after the extirpation of fascism and racism, 
and which has since shown itself to be a staunch 
friend and ally of all people on our globe 
fighting for their national and social libera- 
tion.” The GDR has consistently extended 
solidarity to all progressive forces in the world 
in their struggles against the ideology and 
practice of racism in its various forms. In 
pursuing this policy, emphasis has been laid 
on: 

— making it clear that the GDR dissassociates 
itself from the racist and colonial régimes, 
and, together with the Soviet Union and 
other socialist countries, stands by the side 
of the peoples fighting against racism, 
apartheid, colonialism and _ neo-colonial- 
ism ; 

~ giving backing to initiatives, both within 
and without the UN, to expose the way 
racist and colonial régimes are violating 
international law; 

— explaining the dialectical relationships be- 
tween imperialism and all forms of racism 
and colonialism by referring to the support 
the imperialist NATO powers have been 
giving for decades to the racist and colonial 
régimes in southern Africa; 

— contributing to the world-wide solidarity 
movement providing political and material 
aid to the victims of imperialism’s racialist 
policies. 

The first two points are present as guiding 
principles in all our major foreign policy 
documents issued on this subject by the Party, 
the Government and mass organizations since 
the founding of the GDR. In the documents, 
the reader will be able to see for her or him- 
self that the GDR has played an active part 
in the struggle against imperialism’s racist and 
colonial policies, where and whenever they 
reared their ugly heads. 


The colonial, fascist apartheid régime and its 
imperialist NATO allies 


In view of the offensives being carried out by 
the peoples of southern Africa against the last 
bastions of racist barbarianism, the task of 
exposing the close relationship between im- 
perialism, racism, apartheid and colonialism 
is today of particular relevance. It is well 
known that the system of apartheid grew up 
at a time when a new impulse was being given 
to the liberation movements on the African 
continent and other parts of the world as a 
result of the changes in the international 
balance of forces. 

While in a short period one people after 
another throughout Africa won their political 
independence—in what is still remembered as 
‘1960, the African year’’—the fascist apartheid 
régime in South Africa was practising state 
terror against all the non-white population. 
The South African townships of Sharpeville 
and Soweto became bloody symbols of the 
colonial fascist régime. 

The UN Charter-itself the product of the anti- 
imperialist, antifascist and anti-racist struggles 
of the peoples—was provocatively ignored and 
violated by South Africa, a founder member of 
the UN, in its treatment of the peoples of 
South Africa. For this Charter specifically 
guarantees all peoples the right to self-deter- 
mination and calls on all countries to respect 
human rights and liberties without distinction 
of race, sex, language or religion. 

In South Africa, in direct opposition to the 
general trend of international developments, 
the counter-revolutionary, reactionary forces 
of racism and fascist terror extended their 
power, their strength lying in their class basis 
among the South African and international 
monopoly bourgeoisie. The colonial fascist 
régime developed apartheid as a specific form 
of racism drawing on both the reactionary 
traditions provided by South African history 
and the racist policies and ideology of the 
Nazis. 

It must be emphasized that, for more than two 
decades, this régime and its infamous apart- 
heid policies have been defended, or at least 
tolerated, by all the major imperialist powers, 
who even went as far as to put up the system 
of apartheid as a ‘‘model’”’ for other African 
countries, under which the dominance of the 
white racists would, of course,.:-be ensured. 
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There were also socio-economic reasons for 
these policies. South Africa is itself an ad- 
vanced imperialist country, with close eco- 
nomic, political and military ties with the other 
imperialist powers, who have all made super- 
profits from the racist mechanism of exploita- 
tion and oppression-especially the multi- 
nationals of the leading NATO countries. 
Strategically important raw materials, high 
profitability, cheap labour and the strategic 
position of the apartheid régime on the south- 
ern tip of Africa on the important international 
shipping route from Asia to Europe—such were 
the material factors which enabled the apart- 
heid régime to carry out its inhuman policies 
in flagrant violation of international law with 
the collective help of the imperialist forces of 
NATO. It is, above all, this support that en- 
courages the racists to flout the decisions of 
the UN, to snub the UN itself and to dis- 
regard the desire of the overwhelming 
majority of the world’s states to do away with 
racism and apartheid in southern Africa. The 
racists in South Africa have not, however, been 
the only ones relying on the imperialist help of 
NATO-the illegal régime in Southern Rhode- 
sia and the former Portuguese colonial régime 
also benefited. Over a period of several dec- 
ades, imperialism sought to build a racist 
“white bloc’ together with these régimes, in 
order to create a reactionary bastion in the 
southern part of Africa to oppose the progress 
of the national liberation movements in Africa 
and the advancing tide of socialism. It is es- 
sential to recall this when listening today to 
politicians from the imperialist NATO coun- 
tries claiming to be advocates of human 
rights, while, in fact, they have spent decades 
supporting incessant violations of human 
rights by the racists. As can be seen in the 
speeches and official statements made by our 
political leaders, the GDR has always pointed 
out that imperialism must be judged by the 
fruits its social system bears and the links 
between imperialism and racism indicated 
above are repeatedly highlighted in this 
volume. In this way, as part of our political 
solidarity with the peoples suffering under 
the yoke of racism, we help expose the true 
nature of imperialist propaganda. 
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Adjustments and the “about-turn” in 
imperialist propaganda 


It would be wrong to conclude from the 
speeches made nowadays by imperialist politi- 
cians that imperialism has executed an about- 
turn in its attitude to racism, apartheid and 
colonialism. As long as imperialism, exists, 
then its system of exploitation and oppression, 
including its products of racism and colonial- 
ism, will also continue to exist. 

The supposed change reflected in their 
speeches can easily be explained as an accom- 
modation to the change in the international 
balance of forces, which is becoming more 
and more evident in the debates and resolu- 
tions of the UN. In. view of a steadily growing 
front of opposition to racism and colonialism, 
bourgeois politicians can no longer afford 
openly to defend racist and colonial ideolo- 
gies. The attitude of imperialist NATO coun- 
tries with regard to racism, apartheid and 
colonialism in South Africa is a particularly 
outrageous example of double-talk. While 
politicians of these countries formally con- 
demn racism and apartheid before the UN and 
other international bodies, they tolerate and 
encourage political, economic and military co- 
operation with the racist and colonialist régi- 
mes in southern Africa. Their racist policy of 
exploitation and oppression enables the multi- 
nationals of their countries to achieve super 
profits, recklessly plundering the natural re- 
sources of Africa and continually violating 
the most elementary of human rights. Looking 
back over the UN resolution on racism, apart- 
heid and colonialism passed in the past few 
years, one can clearly see that the picture 
sketched above is reflected in them. 

The imperialist NATO countries, particularly 
the USA, the FRG, Great Britain and France, 
bear a great responsibility for the fact that 
racism and apartheid have not yet been over- 
thrown in southern Africa. They tolerate and 
encourage further expansion in southern 
Africa by the multinationals based in their 
countries, thereby implicating themselves in 
the flagrant violations of UN resolutions on 
combating and eliminating racism and apart- 
heid. Nevertheless, despite imperialist plots, 
a new offensive by the national liberation 
forces is under way in the southern part of 
the African continent. 

A deep crisis is shaking the apartheid régime 
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itself, the illegal régime in Southern Rhodesia 
and the whole imperialist set-up in southern 
Africa. 

Progressive forces all over the world can re- 
joice that a fundamental transformation is 
taking place in the whole strategic situation 
in southern Africa~a change which means the 
end for colonialism on the African continent. 
The process started with the overthrow of 
the fascist regime of Caetano in Portugal and 
the elimination of colonial rule in Mozambi- 
que, Angola, Guinea-Bissau, the Cape Verde 
Islands and Sao Tomé e Principe, which have 
all constituted themselves as independent sta- 
tes. Now the process is affecting the last 
bastions of imperialist slavery and colonial 
exploitation. The liberation movements are 
stepping up their offensive and broad sections 
of the population suffering from oppression 
and discrimination are showing by their strikes, 
protests and demonstrations that they are no 
longer prepared to live under colonial slavery. 
These events have provoked different re- 
sponses from the imperialists and, in particu- 
lar, the racist régimes. 

On the one hand, they have decided to streng- 
then the “‘traditional’’ methods of colonialism. 
This they did in Angola by using imperialist 
mercenaries and resorting to divisive manoeu- 
vres as well as having the apartheid régime 
engage in open military aggression by sending 
in its troops. Today South Africa is experienc- 
ing a massive escalation of terror, imposed by 
the police and army with reckless use of fire- 
arms. The gruesome result of this policy so 
far has been hundreds of Africans dead and 
thousands badly wounded. 

On the other hand, imperialism is also trying 
to rescue its vested interests—economic, politi- 
cal and strategic—by going all-out to ‘adapt’ 
itself. This was precisely the aim of the so-cal- 
led secret talks between the former US Secret- 
ary of State Henry A. Kissinger and the racist 
leader, John Vorster, which took place in the 
Federal Republic of Germany (June 1976) and 
in Switzerland (September 1976) and it has 
been the motive for many other trips to Africa 
by imperialist politicians. 

As these and other examples show, the forces 
of imperialism have by no means completely 
given up trying to influence the conflicts in 
southern Africa in favour of the forces of 
reaction. They want to offer the African peo- 
ples of South Africa, Namibia and Zimbabwe 


pseudo-solutions. Imperialism is prepared to 
make a few compromises in order to avoid 
eventually losing its influence completely. But, 
at the same time, resistance to imperialist 
manipulation is growing in strength. 


FRG imperialism and the apartheid régime- 
a close alliance 


It is worth mentioning here the oft-repeated 
and proven fact that the Federal Republic of 
Germany pursues a particularly close policy 
of alliance with South African imperialism. 
After all, leading politicians from the FRG 
were for two decades among the chief sup- 
porters and adulators of the South African 
racists’ inhuman apartheid propaganda. Their 
attitudes and declarations have thereby shown 
that the same class forces are at work now in 
the FRG as under Hitler were the political 
and social pillars supporting the Nazis’ racist 
policies and ideology. One can see that the 
leading circles of FRG monopoly capital have 
continued the reactionary traditions of Ger- 
man imperialism, including racist and colonial- 
ist propaganda, to justify expansionism, 
merely modifying their form to suit the 
changed international situation. 

The political and economic policies pursued 
by FRG imperialism are particularly illumi- 
nating in this respect. The FRG has long 
figured as the main trading partner of the 
South African racists, subsidiaries of FRG 
companies and banks are firmly established 
in the apartheid state and the flow of capital 
investment from the FRG to South Africa 
continues unabated. The basic position adopted 
by Bonn towards South Africa (full diplomatic 
relations, and close political, economic and 
military cooperation—including on developing 
atomic weapons) shows that no serious efforts 
can be expected from that quarter to fulfil its 
obligations towards the UN by at long last 
imposing a consistent boycott on the racists 
in South Africa. Over a number of years there 
have been many revelations about FRG co- 
operation with South Africa on nuclear 
research with possible military applications. 
The various governments of the FRG have 
consistently denied any such cooperation. But, 
in October 1975, it was finally proven that the 
FRG and South Africa had been working to- 


gether on atomic projects for many years. The 
African National Congress of South Africa 
(ANC) published a comprehensive report” on 
the origins and development of this coopera- 
tion. Providing as a starting-point photocopies 
of secret documents from the South African 
embassy in Bonn, indisputable proof of this 
plot was presented. The following important 
links were shown to exist: 

— Among the leading figures in the FRG in- 
volved in planning this cooperation are the 
politicians Franz Josef Strauss (CSU) and 
Gerhard Stoltenberg (CDU), the Chairman 
of the FRG energy concern STEAG, Dr 
Bund, the government secretary of State for 
Research and Technology, Haunschild, the 
Secretary of State for the Economy, Detlev- 
Karsten Rohwedder, and the inventor of the 
so-called ‘separation nozzle technique”, 
Professor Becker. 

~ Their cooperation dates back to 1962 and 
has been stepped up since the beginning of 
the 70s to such an extent that South Africa 
is now in a position to use its atomic re- 
search potential to develop nuclear wea- 
pons. 

The facts also disprove the assertion, repeated 

for many years, that the FRG Government, at 

least, was not involved in nuclear cooperation 
with South Africa. A leading FRG manage- 
ment periodical wrote: ‘“The Federal Govern- 
ment gives repeated assurances that: it is not 
engaged in any nuclear cooperation with 

South Africa. Nevertheless, the Karlsruhe 

nuclear research institute (Gesellschaft fir 

Kernforschung GmbH-GFK) and STEAG, 

which have both been working with South 

Africa for years, are under State control. 51 °/p 

of the shares in Steag are owned by Ruhr- 

kohle AG, in which the State has a 40 %/ 
stake. GFK is 90 9/) State-owned.”® The Fed- 
eral Government-—in particular the Minister 
for Research and Technology, Hans Matt- 
hdfer—has spoken out openly in favour of pro- 
viding the apartheid régime with nuclear 
power stations, in order to secure for the FRG 
in exchange a long-term supply of uranium. 
The Kraftwerk Union (KWU), involving Sie- 


5 Nukleare Zusammenarbeit zwischen der Bun- 
desrepublik und Stidafrika, Dokumentation des 
African National Congress of South Africa, 
Bonn 1975. 

6 Handelsblatt, 15 October 1975. 
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mens, AEG and US capital interests, can rely 
on massive financial help from the FRG 
government for its long-term nuclear trade 
with the racists, because the whole project is 
to have guaranteed state ‘credits backing it. 
There is also another aspect of this deal which 
was pointed out by the ANC, namely that it not 
only enables the South African racists to use 
nuclear technology for military purposes, but 
is also a backdoor way for FRG imperialism 
to appropriate the technical know-how for 
manufacturing nuclear weapons. South Africa 
is not a signatory to the Nuclear Non-Pro- 
liferation Treaty and has refused to accede to 
this agreement. This makes it clear that the 
apartheid régime intends to use its potential 
nuclear power as a form of blackmail in im- 
plementing its aggressive home and foreign 
policies. FRG imperialism willingly lends it 
the necessary scientific and technical aid and 
thereby puts itself in good position to impose 
its own interests, and those of the imperialist 
camp as a whole, in Southern Africa. 


Anti-imperialist solidarity under the banner 
of the UN Decade of Action 


The GDR and the other socialist countries 
have constantly endeavoured to show up the 
relationship between imperialism’s plots and 
the continued existence of racist and colonial 
régimes in southern Africa. These efforts of 
solidarity and those of the national liberation 
movements, closely allied with the socialist 
countries and other anti-imperialist forces, 
eventually—in 1974-brought about a decisive 
defeat for the racists and colonialists in Africa 
and in NATO countries, with far-reaching con- 
sequences for the future course of the struggle 
against racism, apartheid and neo-colonial- 
ism. 

A fundamental change was brought about in 
the overall strategic situation in southern 
Africa and throughout the continent by the 
overthrow of Portuguese colonialism and the 
establishment of  revolutionary-democratic 
régimes in Guinea-Bissau, Mozambique, 
Angola, Sao Tomé e Principe, the Cape Verde 
Islands and other African countries. 

In the countries of southern Africa there have 
also been increasing numbers of strikes by 
workers, demonstrations by university and 
school students and a stepping-up of activity 
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by the African liberation movements, which 
have aggravated the deep crisis affecting the 
racist régimes’ internal and international posi- 
tion and threaten to bring about their over- 
throw. 
All these events indicate the end is nigh for 
racism and apartheid in southern Africa. One 
must not forget that the forces of imperialism 
and reaction will do everything they can to 
avert this situation. The manoeuvering which 
has been taking place and which is planned for 
the future call for the greatest vigilance by 
the anti-imperialist forces. 
The racists and colonialists are bent on im- 
posing their reactionary ideology and prac- 
tices both in southern Africa and in other parts 
of the world by following a policy of ‘‘ad- 
justing’’ themselves. Their aims, open or con- 
cealed, can be seen in the following facts: 

— The right to self-determination, included in 
the Charter of the UN, continues to be 
denied to the peoples of South Africa, Na- 
mibia and Zimbabwe; 

— the exploitation, oppression and discrimina- 
tion affecting Afro-Americans and other 
coloured people in the USA has grown more 
acute ; 

— the aggressive Israeli régime is continuing 
with its Zionist policies with regard to the 
Arab peoples; 

— there is covert discrimination in the im- 
perialist countries against representatives of 
the peoples of Asia, Africa and Latin 
America; 

— these countries continue to produce biased 
and misleading interpretations, in the media, 
literature and history books, of the history 
of the peoples of Asia, Africa and Latin 
America and the nature of their national 
liberation movements. 

Racism also takes on different guises today, 
though its nature and goals remain the same. 
It is a specific expression of the imperialist 
ideology of exploitation and oppression. The 
strength of international solidarity with all 
peoples suffering the practical effects of im- 
perialist racial and colonial ideologies will 
continue to be an important weapon in the 
struggles for the realization of the right to 
self-determination everywhere. The African 
peoples know they can rely in their struggle 
on a world-wide anti-imperialist solidarity 
movement, in the front line of which stand 
the socialist countries. 


The fighting alliance between the socialist 
countries and the national liberation move- 
ments, based on objectively common interests, 
has proved itself over many years of combat- 
ing imperialism, colonialism and racism, and 
is today taking on even greater significance 
in view of the sharpening of the struggle 
finally to put an end to all racist exploitation 
and discrimination. 

In the GDR, the solidarity movement is a 

well-established part of the political activities 

of all working people. On 22 July 1960 the 

GDR Solidarity Committee was founded. 

Through this committee, in addition to giving 

many and varied demonstrations of political 

solidarity with the peoples under the yoke of 
racism and with their liberation movements, 
the GDR has provided material support and 
financial backing from the collections and 
solidarity events organized among all strata 
and groups of the population of the GDR. 

Cargoes worth many millions of marks are 

sent by sea and air to Africa and other parts 

of the world to supply urgently needed help 
to the peoples engaged in struggle. The GDR 

Solidarity Committee organizes and finances: 

— the provision of medicines, surgical dres- 
sings, blankets, clothes and food for the 
liberation movements; 

— beds and medical care in GDR medical 
establishments for wounded freedom 
fighters; 

—~ free training courses and study in the GDR 
for workers and students; 

— the provision of information and materials 
to build up the education system in the 
areas under the control of the liberation 
forces and in independent countries; 

— the printing and production of material for 
propaganda and agitation (periodicals, 
leaflets, posters, badges etc.) needed by the 


liberation movements to publicize their 

political aims. 
The decision taken by the UN in 1973 to call 
an international Decade of Action to Combat 
Racism and Racial Discrimination is welcomed 
by the GDR as a tremendously important con- 
tribution towards finally ending racist ideo- 
logy and its policies. The decision met with 
the unanimous support of all progressive anti- 
imperialist forces throughout the world. It was, 
above all, due to the initiatives of the socialist 
countries and the overwhelming majority of 
developing countries that such a resolution 
was adopted. 
A special committee has been set up in the 
GDR for the Decade of Action to Combat 
Racism and Racial Discrimination, composed 
of leading political and public figures and 
representatives of all parties and mass organi- 
zations. The GDR Solidarity Committee is also 
represented on this body. 
The experience of this committee since 1973 
has shown that the Decade of Action called 
by the UN has met with an extraordinarily en- 
thusiastic response from the political parties 
and the Government of the GDR, expressed in 
numerous different events and activities both 
within the GDR and internationally. 
The first five years of the Decade of Action 
have seen a considerable upturn in the strug- 
gle against racism and apartheid. One example 
among many is the adoption by the UN 
General Assembly of the International Con- 
vention on the Suppression and Punishment of 
the Crime of Apartheid which came into effect 
on 18 July 1976. Together with the other 
motions passed by the UN, this convention 
offers the peoples great opportunities for 
successfully advancing their struggles against 
racism. 
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Introduction II 


The fight against racism, apartheid and colo- 
nialism today is a task to which all progressive 
and humanistically minded people are com- 
mitted. 

The International Decade of Action to Combat 
Racism and Racial Discrimination (1973-1983) 
initiated by the United Nations, made a major 
contribution to this fight. In the course of this 
decade a wide range of international activities 
were carried out on an increasing scale in 
order to give effective support to the peoples 
still suffering from the various forms of racist 
exploitation and oppression. 

The GDR, together with the other socialist 
countries, gave its full backing to the objec- 
tives set within the UN Decade of Action. The 
speeches, declarations, papers and special in- 
formation for UN agencies contained in this 
volume of documents provide a comprehensive 
survey of its efforts, their contents reflecting a 
major sphere of the GDR’s foreign policy. They 
also provide evidence of the fact that in the 
GDR all forms of racist ideology, exploitation 
and oppression have been destroyed root and 
branch. There are no longer any social forces 
who exercised political and economic power 
up to the end of the Second World War in what 
is now the GDR practising and spreading ra- 
cism, chauvinism and international hatred by 
virtue of the function they had to fulfil as ex- 
ploiting classes. 

This shows that there is no objective base for 
racist ideology and exploitative practices in the 
socialist society of the GDR. Anti-imperialist 
solidarity with the peoples fighting against 
racism, imperialism, colonialist and neo-colo- 
nialist exploitation has become a matter-of- 
course way of thinking and attitude to life on 
the part of all citizens in our state—the work- 
ing class, farmers, craftsmen and intellectuals. 
The GDR’s leading political force, the Socialist 
Unity Party of Germany, has acquainted all its 
allied classes and strata in the GDR with the 
traditional political principle of action of the 
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working class, that is solidarity in the struggle 
against imperialist exploitation and oppression, 
as an important lesson of the class struggle. 
This led to the irrevocable conclusion that anti- 
imperialist solidarity is a matter dear to all the 
people and at the same time a basic principle 
of state policy. 

The General Secretary of the Central Commit- 
tee of the Socialist Unity Party of Germany 
and Chairman of the GDR Council of State, 
Erich Honecker, characterized this fact very 
clearly when he stated in his report to the 
10th Congress of the SED: ‘’Since the 9th Party 
Congress we have further expanded our rela- 
tions with the emergent nations of Africa, Asia 
and Latin America. We are bound together by 
the anti-imperialist struggle for peace, free- 
dom and social advance. Here the basic aims 
of existing socialism become interwoven with 
those of the battle for national and social 
liberation. We are linked by firm solidarity in 
the face of colonialism, racism and apartheid, 
imperialist tutelage and interference.’’! 

The emphasis in actions planned on an inter- 
national scale within the framework of the 
UN Decade of Action was on intensifying the 
struggle against the remnants of racist exploi- 
tation and oppression in southern Africa. As 
a result, the people of Zimbabwe were able to 
achieve the most outstanding victory in the 
history of this country. In defiance of inten- 
sified terror of the racist white minority regime 
and its imperialist NATO allies, in defiance of 
the activities of substantial gangs of mercen- 
aries and in defiance of devious negotiation 
practices and electoral fraud by the imperial- 
ists, the freedom fighters of the Patriotic Front 
of Zimbabwe succeeded in their political and 
armed struggle and in winning independence 
under African majority rule. The forces of rac- 
ism, apartheid and imperialism lost another 


1 See Report by E. Honecker, 11-16 April 1981, 
in this volume 


major bastion in southern Africa and the 
liberation organizations, the ANC in South 
Africa, and SWAPO in Namibia, are, as a 
result, being given even greater assistance in 
their just struggle for the elimination of the 
racist apartheid regime. International Anti- 
Apartheid Year (21 March 1978 to 21 March 
1979) proclaimed by the United Nations mark- 
ed a particular highlight of the Decade of 
Action. 

The GDR seized this occasion in order to set 
up a Government Commission for Interna- 
tional Anti-Apartheid Year which was headed 
by Alfred Neumann, member of the Polit- 
bureau of the Central Committee of the Social- 
ist Unity Party of Germany and First Deputy 
Chairman of the GDR Council of Ministers. 
The Government Commission was able to base 
its work on a solid foundation, that is on our 
long-standing consistent attitude to the strug- 
gle against the apartheid regime and for the 
uncompromising implementation of UN reso- 
lutions. The GDR has had no relations whats- 
oever with the South African apartheid regime 
and the racist minority regime in Southern 
Rhodesia and will adhere to this UN boycott 
until the inhuman regime in South Africa has 
been done away with. The GDR was one of 
the first states to ratify the UN Convention on 
the Suppression and Punishment of the Crime 
of Apartheid. Both as a member of the Anti- 
Apartheid Committee of the United Nations 
and when it was a member of the UN Security 
Council, the GDR has at all times worked for 
the consistent implementation of the aims of 
the world organization in the struggle against 
racism and apartheid. 

The GDR maintains close relations of anti- 
imperialist solidarity and friendly cooperation 
on the basis of equality with the liberation or- 
ganizations of South Africa, the ANC, and 
Namibia, SWAPO, which are recognized by the 
United Nations and the OAU as the legitimate 
representatives of their respective peoples. 
Since 1978, both organizations have accredited 
official representatives to the GDR Solidarity 
Committee and opened offices in Berlin, capital 
of the GDR. 

When the Government Commission started 
work, the GDR too increased its activities to 
support the international struggle against 
apartheid in line with an appeal launched by 
the United Nations. As the Chairman of the 
Commission Alfred Neumann said the ‘party 


and state leadership in the German Demo- 
cratic Republic adopted a comprehensive pro- 
gramme of national measures to this end, a 
programme of multiple initiatives and active 
solidarity, a programme of wide-ranging ac- 
tions of political parties, trade unions, the 
youth organization and other mass organiza- 
tions. 

It will be the business of our Commission, set 

up by decree of the Council of Ministers, to 

promote and coordinate the support of the 
anti-apartheid movement deeply rooted in the 
hearts and heads of our people.’ 

The programme initiated by the Government 

Commission was designed 

— to increase political and material solidarity 
among the people of the GDR; 

— to produce films, prepare art and poster ex- 
hibitions and issue publications (including 
the first part of the volume of documents 
entitled Against Racism, Apartheid and 
Colonialism) with a view to intensifying na- 
tional and international propaganda against 
apartheid; 

— to organize scientific colloquies dealing with 
the unmasking of racism and apartheid as 
specific forms of imperialist practices of ex- 
ploitation and oppression, in which re- 
presentatives of national liberation move- 
ments participated; 

— to ensure that representatives of the GDR 
consistently stand for the just cause of the 
liberation struggle being waged by the peo- 
ples of South Africa and Namibia and for 
unmasking the policy of alliance between 
imperialists and racists at all levels of inter- 
national politics, notably in the United Na- 
tions, in other international organizations 
and at international conferences. 

At regular intervals, the GDR submitted de- 

tailed reports to various agencies of the United 

Nations, the text of which is also included in 

this volume, to inform on the implementation 

of the programme of national measures. A 

major aspect of the backing of the UN resolu- 

tions taken in connection with the Decade of 

Action to Combat Racism and Racial Discrimi- 

nation and International Anti-Apartheid Year 

is to come to grips with the various forms and 
methods of the imperialist alliance policy in 
favour of the South African apartheid regime. 


2 See Speech by A. Neumann, 20 March 1978, 
in this volume 
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First and foremost the leading NATO coun- 
tries, especially the United States, the Federal 
Republic of Germany, France and Great Bri- 
tain, are, as has repeatedly been borne out by 
appropriate resolutions of the UN General 
Assembly and other UN agencies, the main 
culprits enabling racism and apartheid to 
flourish in South Africa and Namibia now as 
before despite a mounting international boy- 
cott. In the course of 1981 the world public 
was in particular measure alarmed by the fact 
that the US government shifted from its colla- 
boration with the apartheid regime, which it 
had pursued for years in a largely disguised 
manner, to openly declared imperialist part- 
nership. This new US regional strategy for 
southern Africa includes the undermining 
(camouflaged as destabilization) of indepen- 
dent African states, especially the People’s Re- 
public of Angola and the People’s Republic of 
Mozambique. While US imperialism in this 
context backs obvious terrorist gangs, for in- 
stance UNITA, in their counter-revolutionary 
schemes, it regards and treats the liberation 
organizations ANC and SWAPO, which are 
clearly recognized by the United Nations and 
the OAU as the legitimate representatives of 
their peoples, as ‘terrorist organizations”. 

It is becoming ever more obvious for all to see 
that imperialism first and foremost opposes 
the elimination of the remnants of colonialism 
because it has its own interests in maintaining 
its domination in these countries. It wants to 
misuse such dependent colonial territories as 
Namibia, Micronesia and Diego Garcia to im- 
plement its global policy aimed at setting up 
military bases and using them as a platform 
from which to undermine the freedom of other 
countries. Recently it was noted that the im- 
perialist threat to peace, the arms first and 
confrontation policies are strongly and directly 
aimed at the very interests of the liberated 
states and of those peoples still fighting for 
their independence. Special solidarity cam- 
paigns of the anti-imperialist forces, not least 
of all in numerous Western countries, are 
being directed against these policies disregard- 
ing UN resolutions. 

It is part and parcel of the anti-imperialist 
solidarity displayed by the GDR, the other 
socialist countries, and all anti-imperialist 
forces that such imperialist alliance policies 
are being unmasked time and again to reveal 
their causes and their outcome. The apartheid 
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regime, which in its socio-economic set-up is 
itself an imperialist state, profits from the con- 
tinued backing it receives from the main forces 
of the NATO camp. This help for the racists 
in the political and diplomatic as well as eco- 
nomic, military and cultural field has grown 
to such an extent that it adds proof to the as- 
sertion that without this most substantial as- 
sistance from without the apartheid regime 
would long ago have been unable to resist the 
national liberation struggle of the African peo- 
ples and the world-wide campaigns and boy- 
cotts organized by the United Nations. 

On the other hand, it is the main imperialist 
countries and the international monopolies 
based there that have profited from the ex- 
istence of the apartheid regime and its occupa- 
tion of Namibia. Raw materials of strategic 
importance, tremendous additional profits ob- 
tained from the racist exploitation of black 
labour and the strategic location of the coun- 
try at the southernmost point of Africa and 
the important international shipping routes 
from Asia to Europe were, and still are, the 
motives inspiring the apartheid regime to con- 
tinue its inhuman policies in contravention of 
international law with the collective backing 
of the imperialist NATO system. The escala- 
tion of racist terror within and the policy of 
continual threats against neighbouring in- 
dependent African states and the open breach 
of peace and international security without 
are the effects of this imperialist alliance. The 
main victims of this policy are the African 
people in South Africa and Namibia and the 
peoples of Angola, Mozambique, Zambia, 
Botswana, Lesotho and recently also Zim- 
babwe. 

When in August 1981 a complaint by the Peo- 
ple’s Republic of Angola against the aggres- 
sion of the South African apartheid regime 
was put before the UN Security Council, the 
Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs and Per- 
manent Representative of the GDR at the 
United Nations, Ambassador Peter Florin, 
stated in addressing this body in the name of 
the GDR government: ‘‘The delegation of the 
GDR shares the view also held by the re- 
presentatives of many states at the United Na- 
tions that South Africa would not be in a posi- 
tion to pursue a policy so dangerous to peace 
and the security of other states if there were 
no such comprehensive cooperation, backing 
and assistance on the part of leading circles 


in the West. The economic relations between 
individual Western countries and South Africa 
are becoming ever closer and political colla- 
boration ever more obvious.’’2 

The consistent stand taken by the GDR for the 
implementation of the United Nations’ ob- 
jectives in the struggle against racism, apart- 
heid and racial discrimination has repeatedly 
caused various UN bodies to stage major inter- 
national events in which the United Nations 
were involved on the territory of the GDR. 
From 31 August to 2 September 1981 an Inter- 
national Seminar was held in Berlin on the 
Activities and Role of the Mass Media in the 
International Mobilization against Apartheid. 
The International Seminar fully lived up to the 
important political task it had to fulfil. The 
participants adopted an Appeal and a De- 
claration in which the international public is 
called upon to redouble its actions against the 
apartheid regime and its imperialist allies 
(cf. pp. Q). 

In July 1981, a delegation of the UN Council 
for Namibia visited Berlin at the invitation of 
the government of the GDR. The members of 
the Council were able to see for themselves 
that the decisions taken by the United Nations 
with a view to solving the Namibia issue and 
implementing the right of the Namibian peo- 
ple to self-determination under the leadership 
of SWAPO enjoy the full support of the GDR 
government. 

“It also reaffirmed its principled position of 
total support for the legitimate struggle of the 
Namibian people, including armed struggle, 
for self-determination, freedom and indepen- 
dence, under the leadership of SWAPO which 
is the sole and authentic representative of the 
Namibian people. It denounced efforts by 
South Africa and certain of the Western 
Powers to elevate the so-called internal parties 
to equal status with SWAPO and any moves 
to revise or modify Security Council Resolu- 
tion 435 (1978) which provides the only ac- 
ceptable basis for a settlement.’’4 

The exchange of views held during the visit of 
the UN Council for Namibia to the GDR 
provided renewed evidence that the allies of 


3 See Speech by P. Florin, 28 August 1981, 
in this volume 

4 See Communiqué on Mission 
of Namibia Council, 31 July 1981, 
in this volume 


the apartheid regime, that is the imperialist 
NATO states, are also pursuing a policy op- 
posed to the objectives of the United Nations 
with regard to the settlement of the Namibia 
problem. The so-called Contact Group of the 
five Western powers (United States, Federal 
Republic of Germany, Great Britain, France 
and Canada) has maintained for a number of 
years that its so-called negotiation strategy 
was designed to make the South African 
apartheid regime accept the demands of the 
United Nations on a solution of the Namibia 
problem. Yet this appeasement policy has en- 
couraged the apartheid clique in South Africa 
to even greater racist terror and a policy of 
heightened aggression. At the 8th special ses- 
sion of the United Nations on Namibia, the 
Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs and Per- 
manent Representative of the GDR at the 
United Nations, Ambassador Peter Florin, 
branded these deliberate delaying tactics of 
the so-called Western Contact Group when he 
said: 

“Without being authorized by anybody, the 
self-same group develops activities outside the 
United Nations which are not aimed at imple- 
menting Resolutions 385 and 435 of the 
Security Council nor comply with the resolu- 
tions of the General Assembly but rather serve 
the interests of the regime in Pretoria. In the 
interests of international monopolies they 
strive to impose a puppet regime which is 
meant to continue to ensure the exploitation of 
the African population and the exploitation of 
the natural wealth of Namibia in future as 
well.”’5 

In the course of the seventies it has become 
ever more apparent that there is a close con- 
nection between the struggle against racism, 
apartheid and colonialism and the efforts of 
the Asian, African and Latin American coun- 
tries to ward off neo-colonialist practices of 
imperialism in order to implement a new inter- 
national economic order. Efforts are directed 
against manifestations of imperialist politics. 
Exploitation and oppression on the national 
and international scale are features of modern 
state monopoly capitalism and its mainstays, 
international monopolies. 

Thus standing up for anti-imperialist solutions 
in this field is an essential element of political 


5 See Speech by P. Florin, 8 September 1981, 
in this volume 
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solidarity in today’s international class con- 
troversies. The GDR, together with the other 
socialist states, has developed multiple initia- 
tives. Basing themselves on their own ex- 
periences in the struggle against imperialist 
oppression and exploitation as well as in the 
construction of a new social system free from 
antagonistic contradictions, the socialist coun- 
tries have contributed proposals and ideas to 
the international debate on the solution of the 
most urgent current economic and political 
problems. Peter Florin, Deputy Minister of 
Foreign Affairs and Permanent Representative 
of the GDR at the United Nations, in the name 
of the delegations of the Byelorussian SSR, 
the People’s Republic of Bulgaria, the Mongo- 
lian People’s Republic, the Polish People’s Re- 
public, the USSR, the Ukrainian SSR, the 
Czechoslovak Socialist Republic and the GDR 
said at the XXXV session of the UN General 
Assembly on the position taken by the above 
states regarding the adoption of an “‘Interna- 
tional Development Strategy for the Eighties”: 
“Our countries are willing to make a con- 
structive contribution to the implementation of 
those aims and tasks of international develop- 
ment which they share and support. This con- 
tribution consists in the efforts being made by 
our countries to create an international polit- 
ical climate favourable to the implementation 
of this strategy as well as in the support given 
to the developing countries interested in more 
rapid economic development on the basis of 
full equality, respect of sovereignty and 
mutual advantage.” ® 

The shared objectives of the socialist coun- 
tries are also mirrored in the relevant bilateral 
relations between these countries and numer- 
ous states in Africa, Asia and Latin America. 
In the last few years the GDR has established 
multiple relations of close friendly alliance, 
and mutual solidarity and support in the strug- 
gle for the implementation of the joint anti- 
imperialist aims and in overcoming the after- 
math of colonial and neo-colonial exploitation. 
Special emphasis has been put on the rela- 
tions with a number of socialist-oriented coun- 
tries which are a shining example of present- 
ing alternative solutions to problems now 
facing the overwhelming majority of devel- 
oping countries. These relations show many 


6 See Speech by P. Florin, 5 December 1980, 
in this volume 
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signs of a new quality and are based on 
various forms of firm contractual agreements 
and long-term accords in various spheres of the 
economy, politics and culture. 

In his report to the 10th Congress of the SED, 
Erich Honecker, General Secretary of the 
Central Committee of the Socialist Unity Party 
of Germany and Chairman of the GDR Coun- 
cil of State, said: 

“‘The conclusion of treaties of friendship and 
cooperation in 1979 marked a new stage in our 
relations with some of these states. Meantime 
these treaties have been backed up by a whole 
system of agreements and accords in a variety 
of areas and translated into reality. Political 
contacts at high or top level and contacts be- 
tween social organizations are an integral part 
of our multifarious relations.’”’ 

The wide range of shared interests on which 
the treaties of friendship and cooperation be- 
tween the GDR and the relevant partner coun- 
try are based include the joint struggle against 
racism, apartheid and colonialism and for the 
implementation of the right to self-determina- 
tion most especially for the peoples of South 
Africa and Namibia. This applies particularly 
to those countries which directly suffer from 
the policy of aggression and open war being 
pursued by the apartheid regime, like the 
People’s Republics of Angola and Mozam- 
bique. In spite of the permanent threat they 
are confronted with, these countries continue 
their support for the just liberation struggle 
of the ANC and SWAPO, in the awareness of 
the firm solidarity of their allies and friends. 
In the struggle for the elimination of the last 
bastions of racism and apartheid, tremendous 
government, political and social forces have 
been mobilized in the course of the UN Decade 
of Action which are at the side of the peoples 
in southern Africa. 

The people, the state and the government of 
the GDR are deeply committed to this task 
and make their contribution to ensuring that 
the objectives of the UN Decade of Action 
are attained as speedily and consistently as 
possible. 

When the Solidarity Committee was founded 
on 22 July 1960, the conditions were provided 
in the GDR for a nationwide solidarity move- 
ment involving all sections of the population. 


7 See Report by E. Honecker, 11-16 April 1981, 
in this volume 


To profess solidarity with all the peoples fight- 
ing for their rights and freedom against im- 
perialism, colonialism and racism and to 
make personal and material sacrifices to this 
end has become a matter of course and a civic 
duty for GDR citizens. A result of political 
education on the part of the working-class 
party, this is borne out by impressive achieve- 
ments by the Solidarity Committee. Year in 
year out the Committee makes available 
solidarity goods worth some 200 million marks 
which are placed at the disposal of freedom 
fighters in Africa, Asia and Latin America. 
All GDR political parties and mass organiza- 
tions are represented on the Solidarity Com- 
mittee. The funds used to buy solidarity goods 
and assist liberation movements and newly 
liberated countries are raised from solidarity 
contributions made by its members and from 
donations of individuals. The goods range 
from medical supplies to clothing, blankets, 
textiles, tents and foodstuffs. Wounded free- 
dom fighters have been transported from their 
native countries or friendly neighbouring 
states to the GDR aboard scheduled Interflug 
planes, in most cases, however, the GDR 
Solidarity Committee chartered special flights. 
In the GDR they receive treatment free of 
charge and, if necessary, are provided with the 
appropriate remedies. 

To some extent, the training of skilled work- 
ers and students is also financed from the 
Solidarity Committee’s resources. Education 
and information material is supplied to the 
liberation movements, and journals, brochures 
and posters are published within the frame- 
work of what the Solidarity Committee is able 
to do. FDJ Friendship Brigades also have many 
years of experience and during that time have 
won a good name for themselves. Composed 
of young skilled workers and specialists, they 
have been involved in major projects of eco- 
nomic reconstruction in countries like Angola, 
Mozambique, Ethiopia, Yemen and others. 


The GDR Solidarity Committee is working 
together with numerous international and 
national solidarity organizations. It is repre- 
sented in both the Afro-Asian People’s Solida- 
rity Organization (AAPSO) and the Inter- 
national Committee Against Apartheid, Racism 
and Colonialism in Southern Africa (ICSA). In 
addition, representatives of the GDR Solidarity 
Committee play an active part in the Inter- 
national Commission of Enquiry into the 
Crimes of the Apartheid Regime in Southern 
Africa. 

The Chairman of the Central Auditing Com- 
mission of the Socialist Unity Party of Ger- 
many and President of the GDR Solidarity 
Committee, Kurt Seibt had the occasion on 
13 September 1978, at the invitation of the 
Anti-Apartheid Committee of the United Na- 
tions, to report on the work of the Solidarity 
Committee and its specific contribution to the 
struggle against racism and apartheid at its 
session in New York. Representatives of the 
Solidarity Committee took part in interna- 
tional conferences organized by the United 
Nations and other international bodies within 
the framework of the UN Decade of Action to 
Combat Racism and Racial Discrimination and 
were actively involved in the workings of 
various conference bodies. 

Following the appeal made by the United 
Nations, a special committee was also set up 
in the GDR for the UN Decade of Action. Its 
members come from all walks of life, includ- 
ing all parties and mass organizations. The 
committee is especially concerned with co- 
ordinating activities to promote the objectives 
of the UN Decade of Action. 

The committee also has a major share in the 
compilation of this volume of documents. Its 
content testifies to the fact that the GDR gives 
its unreserved backing to the objectives set 
by the United Nations for the UN Decade of 
Action. 
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Editors’ note 


The struggle against racism, apartheid and 
colonialism cannot be considered in isolation 
from other international events. Where it 
appeared necessary, therefore, references to 
such events have not been deleted from the 
documents. 

The headings given to the documents are the 
work of the editors, and are intended to pro- 
vide uniformity and make for convenience of 
use. Sub-headings found in the sources have 
been removed except where they formed an 
integral part of the official documents them- 
selves. Differences in the paragraphing be- 
tween the German and English versions are 
the result of differences in the way the sources 
have been used. The date attached to each 
document is that of the day the report was 
issued, the statement made etc. Dates marked 
with an asterisk denote the date of publica- 
tion of the German version. 

Conventional greetings, expressions of thanks 
and the like have been omitted from all 
speeches, statements, goodwill messages, 
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telegrams etc., without particular reference 
being made to such omissions in the heading 
or by means of leader dots. The same applies 
to the introductory sections of speeches by 
GDR delegates to UN bodies, in so far as they 
deal merely with the particular circumstances 
of the meeting itself (whether it is a meeting 
to hold elections, pass resolutions, reconsider 
matters etc.) and do not form part of the 
substantive content of the speech itself. 
Communications from the GDR on notes from 
the UN Secretary General are arranged under 
the date of the note in question. 

There is no fixed date that marks the break 
between the period covered by the first volume 
and that covered by the second, since a number 
of documents from the period before 1977 
only became available after the first volume 
had been published. 

Original publications of the Solidarity Com- 
mittee have been reprinted in the versions 
published by the Solidarity Committee. 


Speech delivered by Kurt Kriiger, General Secretary of the Solidarity 
Committee of the GDR, at the constituent meeting of the Committee's 
Presidium, and declaration of the Presidium 


30 September 1974 


Twenty-five years of the German Democratic 
Republic are also twenty-five years of anti- 
imperialist solidarity. The idea of international 
solidarity has struck firm roots in the hearts 
and minds of working people, indeed, the 
entire population of the German Democratic 
Republic. Our daily actions are determined 
by solidarity and this has become a natural 
duty for us, the citizens of a socialist state of 
workers and farmers—a duty towards the 
Chilean patriots, our class brothers in Vietnam, 
all those in Asia, Africa and Latin America 
fighting for social progress, national and so- 
cial liberation, against fascism and racism, 
and for the preservation of world peace. 


It is nearly impossible to mention all the forms 


of international solidarity extended by our 
state and its citizens. They range from polit- 
ical manifestations, clear and unambiguous 
partisanship, political and diplomatic moves, 
and the establishment and development of 
mutually advantageous and equal economic 
and trade relations with the Asian, African 
and Latin American countries all the way 
through to material and other assistance and 
support. Mention should be made of the joint 
moves against national oppression, neo-colo- 
nialism, racial discrimination and apartheid 
within the UN and its commissions, of the 
active work carried out by the GDR, together 
with the USSR and the other fraternal so- 
cialist countries, for the settlement of urgent 
international issues, for the elimination of still 
smouldering centres of international conflict, 
particularly in Cyprus and the Middle East, 
and for the ultimate extinction of the centre 
of conflict in Indochina. Signatures were col- 
lected for persecuted democrats and com- 
munists such as Ethel and Julius Rosenberg, 
Angela Davis und Luis Corvalan. There are 
mass rallies and solidarity concerts, and hun- 
dreds of thousands of solidarity meetings and 
special shifts for the benefit of Vietnam, for 
Chile, for the victims of Israel’s acts of aggres- 
sion and for the preservation of peace wher- 
ever it might be jeopardized. There are the 


solidarity campaigns of our workers and 
farmers, of our children and youth, our artists, 
journalists, scientists, and craftsmen, and there 
was the 10th World Festival of Youths and 
Students, which turned out to be a manifesta- 
tion not only of GDR youth, but of the whole 
country, its party, its government and its po- 
pulation in support of anti-imperialist soli- 
darity. 

Solidarity takes the form of training spe- 
cialists for Vietnam, for the young nation- 
states, for the national liberation movements, 
arranging holidays for children from the 
Arab regions threatened by the Israeli aggres- 
sor, of medical supplies, schoolbooks and 
school equipment for the national liberation 
movements of Africa and the Palestine Libera- 
tion Organization, of food and medical sup- 
plies for the victims of the drought in the 
Sahel zone and of the flood in Bangladesh. 
The people of the GDR know from their own 
experience how important solidarity is politi- 
cally, because from the very first day of its 
existence the German Democratic Republic 
not only extended but also received solidarity, 
particularly from the Soviet Union which 
shared its scarce supplies with us in 1945, 
helped us in getting factories going again, 
delivered thousands of tractors for our agri- 
culture, became our major economic partner 
and, with its military potential, contributed 
substantially to ensuring that socialist con- 
struction in the GDR could take place in 
security despite all imperialist attacks. Soli- 
darity was also extended to us by the other 
socialist countries and by the working class 
of the capitalist countries, by the peoples of 
Asia, Africa and Latin America and all peace 
forces the world over whose struggle has 
helped break through the political blockade 
which imperialism had imposed on the GDR, 
so that today it is able to play a respected 
and equal part in international affairs. 
Solidarity can draw on many years of tradi- 
tion. But it was not before the working class 
appeared in the political world arena as an 
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organized force that solidarity has become a 
strong weapon in the political struggle. 
Marxism-Leninism alone was able to implant 
the idea of solidarity firmly in the hearts and 
minds of millions of people. The organized 
and consciously acting working class became 
the core and mainstay of the world-wide soli- 
darity movement of all those fighting for pro- 
gress and peace. 

Today solidarity constitutes an international 
factor which cannot be ignored by those who 
are trying to turn back the wheel of history. 
The strength of international solidarity has 
proved to be more powerful than its enemies. 
Acts of aggression and violence have at no 
time caused greater indignation, protest and 
active resistance than today. The power of the 
socialist countries, together with millions of 
people from different social strata and of dif- 
ferent political leaning in all the world’s coun- 
tries, has become the strongest weapon of 
international solidarity, the strongest and 
leading force in the struggle against im- 
perialism. 

The international solidarity extended by the 
GDR is rooted in the internationalist tradi- 
tions of the working class, established by 
Marx, Engels and Lenin. Beginning with the 
publication of the Manifesto of the Communist 
Party, the birth certificate of scientific social- 
ism, up to our days when the teachings of 
Marx, Engels and Lenin have become a social 
reality in a large number of countries history 
has proved that proletarian internationalism 
has always been a principle applied by the 
German revolutionary working-class move- 
ment and its party. Let us just recall the mass 
rallies during the 1920s held under the motto 
‘Hands off Soviet Russia” and ‘’Our hearts are 
beating for the Soviet Union”, through which 
the world’s first workers’ and farmers’ state 
was strengthened on its march along the so- 
cialist road. Or let us think of the International 
Red Aid organization which was headed by 
tried and tested internationalists such as Julian 
Marchlewski, Clara Zetkin and Wilhelm Pieck, 
of the actions organized to obtain the release 
of the revolutionary workers Sacco and Van- 
cetti and in favour of people persecuted by 
Nazism, particularly for the release of Georgi 
Dimitrov. During the liberation struggle of the 
Spanish people, German antifascists fought in 
the ranks of the International Brigades. 

Our solidarity was raised to a new and higher 
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level following the foundation of the German 
Democratic Republic, a socialist state of work- 
ers and farmers. Solidarity was then made an 
inseparable component of official government 
policy. The anti-imperialist stand of the GDR 
is determined by the nature of socialist society 
which is free from exploitation; a hunt for 
profit and national oppression of other peoples 
being alien to it. It is based on sincere friend- 
ship and fraternity among the nations, on the 
principles of proletarian internationalism and 
socialist patriotism. It arises from Marxism- 
Leninism, the ideology of the working class, 
the ideology of the ruling class in socialist 
society. Socialist patriotism, proletarian inter- 
nationalism and solidarity form an inseparable 
unity. 

In its relations with the Asian, African and 
Latin American peoples the socialist GDR 
takes into account the Leninist principle that 
the national liberation movement and world 
socialism are natural and logical allies in the 
struggle against imperialism and for social 
progress. Their joint action in this struggle is 
gaining ever more importance. The positive 
development of international relations is in 
the first place due to the consistent implemen- 
tation of the Peace Programme adopted by the 
24th Congress of the CPSU, which has become 
a programme of action for all the countries of 
the socialist community. By putting the pro- 
gramme into practical reality, by means of 
their policy of peace and detente the socialist 
countries provide the peoples with favourable 
international conditions in their fight for na- 
tional independence and social progress and 
against imperialism, neocolonialism, colonial- 
ism and racism. Under conditions of lasting 
peace these peoples will for the first time be 
able to concentrate their efforts fully and com- 
pletely on the tasks facing them concerning 
the national rebirth of their peoples. 

The peoples of Asia, Africa and Latin America 
which have only recently shaken off the yoke 
of colonialism were repeatedly threatened by 
military aggression on the part of imperialism 
and by its policy of adventurism. After the 
Second World War they were embroiled in 
innumerable local wars, having to defend 
their national sovereignty in costly struggles. 
The protracted and heroic struggle waged by 
the Vietnamese people against the American 
interventionists is still fresh in our minds. 
The influence brought to bear by world social- 


ism on international developments and the 
resistance shown by the Afro-Asian peoples 
have caused imperialism to withdraw. Though 
the war in the Middle East has not been ended 
yet, possibilities are emerging in this area for 
bringing about a political solution to the con- 
flict in the interests of the peoples, the legiti- 
mate rights of the Arab peoples, including the 
people of Palestine, being safeguarded at the 
same time. 

Relying on the solidarity and assistance ex- 
tended by the community of socialist states 
rallied around the USSR, the peoples of Africa 
are showing increasing success in their strug- 
gle for freedom and human rights and for 
their right to self-determination. The fact that 
for a couple of days now eight million Africans 
in Mozambique have had an interim govern- 
ment the majority of whose members come 
from the FRELIMO liberation organization 
and which will be responsible for the fate of 
the former colony until full independence wiil 
have been attained in 1975, is another proof 
of the fact that the national liberation move- 
ment and the world revolutionary process as 
a whole find themselves on an incessant ad- 
vance despite the embittered opposition of all 
those defending exploitation, oppression, 
racism and fascism. Historic development 
which is marked by tremendous changes in 
favour of peace, progress and socialism cannot 
be halted, not even through the bloody terror 
of the fascist junta in Chile which has blighted 
all political, economic and social achievements 
attained under the Allende government and is 
trampling underfoot the most elementary basic 
rights of the Chilean people. 

Let us recall the past. Our republic had been 
founded only the other day when in the 
autumn of 1949 it demonstrated its close 
solidarity with the people of Indochina in their 
struggle to prevent the restoration of French 
colonial rule. Working people in the GDR re- 
sponded to the act of aggression by US im- 
perialism against the Democratic People’s 
Republic of Korea in 1950 with a real flood of 
protest. In all parts of our country, relief com- 
missions were set up which received more than 
16 million marks donated by the population, as 
well as large quantities of goods by the time 
the armistice was signed in July 1953. Hun- 
dreds of children of the misery-stricken Korean 
people were given a second home in the GDR 
for a prolonged period. 
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Solidarity consignments to the tune of about 
12 million marks were sent to the fighting 
Algerian people engaged in struggle for eight 
years against French colonialism from 1954 
onwards. Immediately after the attainment of 
independence in the autumn of 1962, another 
solidarity shipment worth a million marks 
arrived in Algiers and this was followed by 
many others. Hundreds of wounded freedom 
fighters were nursed back to health in GDR 
hospitals. Similarly, the Egyptian people was 
given generous support in 1956 in its struggle 
to ward off the act of aggression by Great 
Britain, France and Israel. 

A broad solidarity movement with the Cuban 
people emerged in the GDR under the slogan 
“Hands off Cuba” when in 1961-62 US im- 
perialism tried to throttle the young socialist 
revolution on the Caribbean island. About 16 
million marks raised by people from all sec- 
tions of the population were sent to the Soli- 
darity Committee during those two years for 
the benefit of Cuba. A large number of wound- 
ed were given medical care and convalescent 
treatment in the GDR. 

The GDR extended comprehensive support and 
assistance to the African peoples in their anti- 
colonial liberation struggle and their initial 
difficult moves towards a new life. The GDR 
helped those persecuted by the racist regime 
in South Africa, the Arab peoples which were 
permanently threatened by Israeli aggression, 
the just struggle conducted by the people of 
Bangladesh, and, last but not least, mention 
should be made of the powerful solidarity 
movement with the Vietnamese and Chilean 
peoples. 

These are but a few out of a large number of 
consistent anti-imperialist solidarity actions in 
the GDR whose principled attitude towards the 
peoples’ anti-imperialist struggle was reaf- 
firmed by the 8th Congress of the Socialist 
Unity Party of Germany. Comrade Erich 
Honecker, First Secretary of the SED Central 
Committee, stated: ‘‘As part of the community 
of socialist countries, we will always exercise 
internationalist solidarity with the peoples 
fighting for their freedom.” 

Accordingly, the Resolution of the 8th SED 
Congress describes internationalist solidarity 
as a matter of fundamental importance. In 
keeping with this basic attitude, our solidarity 
movement with the Vietnamese and the Chi- 
lean people developed into a genuine people’s 
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movement in the GDR under the leadership 
of the working-class party and with assistance 
from all public organizations. Today, we can 
say with full justification that working-class 
solidarity has grown to cover the entire popu- 
lation, that thanks to the educational work of 
the Socialist Unity Party of Germany pro- 
letarian internationalism has become a feature 
characterizing the activities of all social forces 
in our republic. 

From the very first day of the imperialist 
military aggression against the Vietnamese 
people the GDR, together with the USSR which 
extended the most effective assistance, and the 
other members of the socialist community, has 
accorded political, material and diplomatic 
help to heroic Vietnam. 

Under the slogan ‘’Solidarity helps win” a 
solidarity movement with the Vietnamese 
people emerged in the GDR which comprised 
all sections of the population, all towns, vil- 
lages, enterprises, cooperatives, schools, insti- 
tutions and organizations. Their broad politi- 
cal and moral solidarity found reflection in 
active material solidarity. Solidarity goods 
worth more than 350 million marks financed 
from donations by the population, were sent 
to the Vietnamese people. The overall material 
assistance rendered by the state and the people 
of the GDR up to the conclusion of the Paris 
Agreement in January 1973 came to about 
1,500 million marks. Blood, electricity, sewing 
machines, bicycles, portable sprayers, school 
materials, training of thousands of skilled 
workers, technicians, engineers, scientists and 
regular medical supplies—all these were weap- 
ons in the struggle against the ferocious 
enemy. When the heroically fighting Viet- 
namese people had forced the aggressor to 
sign the Vietnam Agreement in Paris, their 
victory was also our victory. 

After the historic victory of the Vietnamese 
people, which would have been impossible 
without the solidarity and support extended 
by the Soviet Union and the other socialist 
countries, by the international working class, 
the national liberation movement and _ all 
peace-loving and progressive forces the world 
over, the Socialist Unity Party of Germany 
lent fresh impetus to the solidarity movement 
for the Vietnamese people under the motto 
“Solidarity-now more than ever before’. The 
Vietnamese people are being assisted com- 
prehensively and given support in their efforts 
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to repair the war damage and in their struggle 
to ensure the strict observance and implemen- 
tation of the Paris Vietnam Agreement, in the 
case of the Democratic Republic of Vietnam 
in the continuation of socialist construction 
and the Republic of South Vietnam in the con- 
solidation of the liberated areas. 

Apart from the GDR government's extensive 
assistance, for instance in the form of training 
for about 10,000 people from the Democratic 
Republic of Vietnam in GDR enterprises and 
institutions and support in the design and con- 
struction of the town of Vinh, our solidarity is 
concentrated on a number of long-term proj- 
ects, including the construction of the GDR- 
Vietnam Friendship hospital in Hanoi, estab- 
lishment of an orthopaedic centre in Hanoi 
and of workshops carrying out various types 
of repairs, services and training. Our Pioneer 
organization and the Free German Youth ex- 
tend comprehensive assistance to the educa- 
tional system of the Democratic Republic of 
Vietnam through their ‘Schools for Vietnam” 
campaign. 

During the years of the Popular Unity govern- 
ment, the Chilean people learned to appreciate 
international solidarity in all its forms, when 
particularly the socialist countries, with the 
Soviet Union in the lead, gave active and com- 
prehensive support in building a free Chile. 
Several shipments of urgently needed goods, 
financed from donations by the GDR popula- 
tion, were sent to Chile. 

The criminal military coup of 11 September 
1973 as a result of which the constitutional 
Chilean government was overthrown and the 
legally elected President Dr Salvador Allende 
murdered, met with emphatic condemnation 
on the part of the party, the government and 
the people of the GDR. All sections of the 
population without exception responded with 
a storm of protest against the machinations of 
domestic and external reaction and with pas- 
sionate manifestations of solidarity for the 
Chilean people. 

Since then a powerful solidarity movement for 
the Chilean patriots has developed in the GDR 
under the leadership of the working-class 
party and this found expression, among other 
things, in the founding of a solidarity centre 
for the Chilean people on 11 October 1973. It 
is attached to the Solidarity Committee of the 
GDR and coordinates and stimulates diverse 
solidarity campaigns for the Chilean patriots 


in the GDR and promotes international cam- 
paigns to obtain the release of Chilean patriots 
and to unmask the crimes committed by the 
military junta. 

The GDR popuiation continues to pay specific 
attention to getting Luis Corvalan, Clodomiro 
Almeyda and all imprisoned Chilean patriots 
released to the granting of safe-conducts to 
all Chileans who have taken refuge in foreign 
embassies and to getting all illegal court pro- 
ceedings against Chilean patriots quashed. 
Our solidarity with the Chilean people also 
found expression in the reception and care of 
well over a thousand Chilean emigrants and 
their integration into the life of our republic. 
Over 14 million signatures were collected for 
solidarity declarations and protest resolutions. 
More than 15 million postcards denouncing 
the terror of the military junta were sent to 
the Pinochet regime, to the UN Secretary- 
General and the UN Commission on Human 
Rights. Innumerable films, publications, 
prints, posters and other things were created 
as an expression of solidarity with Chile. They 
are evidence of the fact that solidarity with 
this country has become a cause of the GDR 
population as a whole. Hundreds of work 
teams in industry and agriculture bear the 
names of Salvador Allende, Pablo Neruda and 
Victor Jara. This is an honour and obligation 
to which they are striving to live up by their 
daily actions to strengthen socialism and by 
exemplary solidarity campaigns. 

High points in our solidarity with Chile were 
marked by visits to the GDR of representa- 
tives of the Popular Unity government, by 
Volodya Teitelboim, Carlos Altamirano, Gladys 
Marin, Hortensia Bussi de Allende and others. 
In all parts of our republic 11 September 1974 
was a day of powerful manifestations of pro- 
letarian internationalism and solidarity with 
the antifascist struggle of the Chilean people. 
It was not just a day of remembrance for 
those tens of thousands of patriots who fell 
victim to the fascist butchers in Chile, but 
above all a day of militant solidarity and of 
anti-fascist action. 

Parallel to the clear and unambiguous stand- 
point of our party and government for the 
just cause of the Arab peoples and states in all 
phases of struggle against continuing Israeli 
aggression, a broad solidarity movement for 
these peoples has emerged in our republic. 
Together with the Soviet Union and the other 
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countries of the socialist community we pro- 
ceed from the assumption that it is a priority 
and urgent affair to eliminate the dangerous 
centre of war in the Middle East by political 
means. However, just and lasting peace in the 
Middle East can only be established if the 
causes of the current tensions—i.e. continuing 
occupation of Arab territories by Israel—are 
eliminated. For this reason we fully support 
the demand of the Arab states that the key 
problems of the Middle East conflict-com- 
plete withdrawal of Israeli troops from all 
Arab territories occupied since 1967 and safe- 
guarding of the legitimate rights of the Arab 
people of Palestine—be solved. 

It was particularly after the Israeli attack of 
5 June 1967 and immediately after the re- 
newed fighting of 6 October 1973 that all 
social forces in the GDR came out with a 
multiplicity of protest declarations against 
Israel’s policy of war and conquest. Medical 
supplies and equipment, blankets, food and 
many other items were delivered at short 
notice aboard 31 planes and ships to the coun- 
tries afflicted by Israeli aggression in 1967. 
All were financed from donations by the 
population. In October and November 1973 
alone, 12 plane loads of urgently needed relief 
consignments were handed over to these coun- 
tries and the Palestine Liberation Organiza- 
tion. The Confederation of Free German Trade 
Unions made available 10 million marks from 
its solidarity funds to finance these shipments. 
A large number of Palestinian students who 
had been expelled from the Federal Republic 
of Germany in 1972, were given an opportu- 
nity to continue their studies in the GDR. 
Working people in our republic have for years 
made the annual Week of International Soli- 
darity with the Arab Peoples a high point of 
their overall solidarity with the just struggle 
of the Arab peoples against imperialist threats 
and for the strengthening of their national in- 
dependence and for social progress. 

The GDR has always proved to be an active 
and reliable ally in the joint anti-imperialist 
struggle of the peoples against colonialism, 
race discrimination and apartheid. Although 
our state is one of the youngest members of 
the United Nations, it has supported all resolu- 
tions against colonialism and neo-colonialism 
and against the fascist apartheid policy in 
South Africa. We look upon the liquidation of 
racism and colonialism as a priority facing all 
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of peace-loving humanity. In the same way as 
the other countries of the socialist community, 
the GDR has lent support to the long-standing 
struggle of the peoples of Guinea-Bissau, 
Mozambique and Angola against Portuguese 
colonial rule. The GDR was among the first 
states to recognize the Republic of Guinea- 
Bissau as a sovereign and independent state. 
We consider the foundation of the Republic 
of Guinea-Bissau and its recent admission to 
the UN, which is welcomed cordially by us, to 
be an expression of the changed balance of 
forces in the world and a result of the many 
years of resolute struggle waged by the people 
of Guinea-Bissau and the consistent support 
extended by the socialist countries and all pro- 
gressive forces the world over. The national 
liberation movements of Africa, the PAIGC 
(Guinea-Bissau), FRELIMO (Mozambique), 
MPLA (Angola), SWAPO (Namibia), ZANU 
(Zimbabwe), the ANC (South Africa) and 
others have for many years received compre- 
hensive assistance at regular intervals from 
solidarity donations of our population in sup- 
port of their just struggle. This includes, for 
instance, the preparation, printing and supply 
of about 300,000 mathematics books in Portu- 
guese for the PAIGC, the MPLA and 
FRELIMO, to be used in instruction at the 
first and second levels in the regions freed 
from Portuguese colonial rule at the time. It 
also included the printing of periodicals for a 
number of these liberation organizations, the 
training of students and skilled workers, the 
treatment of sick and wounded freedom 
fighters as well as comprehensive supplies in 
the form of medicines, medical equipment, 
blood plasma, food concentrates, tents, blan- 
kets, clothing, fabrics and footwear. 

Only recently the young Republic of Guinea- 
Bissau received an additional solidarity con- 
signment of urgently needed goods to the tune 
of over 2 million marks. The handing over of 
these goods to representatives of this young- 
est independent African state turned out to be 
a manifestation of our people’s firm solidarity 
with the PAIGC and the people of Guinea- 
Bissau. 

We regard the Berlin session of the United 
Nations Special Committee against Apartheid 
in May 1974 as an appreciation of the selfless 
and all-round support extended by the GDR 
to the anti-imperialist struggle waged by the 
African peoples. It was demonstrated in a con- 
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vincing manner at this session that the GDR, 
its citizens and public organizations are firmly 
resolved to step up their solidarity with the 
peoples in southern Africa and their actions 
against all forms of racist terror. 

In accordance with the consistent anti- 
imperialist policy of their socialist state, the 
firm links maintained and the solidarity exer- 
cised by the GDR population with all nations 
fighting for national freedom and indepen- 
dence, against imperialist oppression, colonial- 
ism and neo-colonialism, against fascism and 
racism, and in accordance with the resolution 
adopted at the XXVIII session of the UN 
General Assembly that a decade of action to 
combat racism and racial discrimination 
should be held up to 1983, personages from 
public and social life in the GDR founded the 
Committee for the Decade of Action to Com- 
bat Racism and Racial Discrimination in June 
this year. Closely collaborating with public 
organizations, government institutions and re- 
presentatives of scientific and cultural life in 
the GDR, the Committee will help in diverse 
ways to implement the political, economic and 
humanitarian measures agreed upon by the 
United Nations. 

Allow me to state at the end of this brief out- 
line of the consistently anti-imperialist atti- 
tude of our state, its citizens and public 
organizations that our solidarity with all those 
fighting against imperialism and for social 
progress and world peace is eloquent proof of 
the fact that the thoughts and actions of all 
GDR citizens are marked by socialist patriot- 
ism and proletarian internationalism. 

The broad anti-imperialist solidarity move- 
ment of the GDR population found its organi- 
zational expression in the founding of a num- 
ber of committees: for Vietnam, Korea and 
Cuba and the solidarity committee for Africa 
which was set up on 22 July 1960. As the 
national and international tasks of anti-im- 
perialist solidarity had become more compre- 
hensive, the Afro-Asian Solidarity Committee 
of the GDR ultimately emerged from the latter 
committee. At the beginning of 1973, when it 
had become necessary to expand our solidarity 
more strongly to Latin America and to co- 
ordinate all the anti-imperialist solidarity ex- 
tended by the GDR, the Afro-Asian Solidarity 
Committee was renamed Solidarity Committee 
of the GDR. It is subdivided into the Asia/ 
Africa/Middle East sectors, the Vietnam Com- 


mission (founded in 1965), the Centre of 
Solidarity with the Chilean People (Chile 
Centre for short, founded in October 1973), 
the Committee for the Decade of Action to 
Combat Racism and Racial Discrimination (set 
up in June 1974) as well as the Organization 
and Publicity section. They are all headed by 
full-time secretaries who rely on the coopera- 
tion of public organizations in implementing 
their comprehensive tasks. 

The Solidarity Committee of the GDR co- 
ordinates the solidarity actions of social 
organizations, institutions and individual 
GDR citizens for the benefit of nations fight- 
ing against imperialism, colonialism and neo- 
colonialism. In so doing it works together 
with all social organizations, at the same time 
concentrating their activities on priorities of 
international solidarity. 

In addition, the Committee carries out im- 
portant and comprehensive work on an inter- 
national scale. It represents the GDR in rela- 
tions with national and international solidarity 
organizations and maintains wide contacts 
with similar committees in Asia, Africa, Latin 
America and Europe. 

At the 11th Council meeting of the Afro-Asian 
People’s Solidarity Organization (AAPSO) in 
March 1974 our Committee was admitted as 
an associate member of AAPSO (although the 
GDR is not an African or Asian country) in 
recognition and appreciation of the long- 
standing and effective anti-imperialist solida- 
rity exercised by all citizens of the German 
Democratic Republic. This membership brings 
with it greater responsibilities, more political 
activities and intensified efforts to support 
the growing united front of the anti-imperial- 
ist national liberation movements extensively 
and effectively in keeping with our poten- 
tial. 

The Solidarity Committee cooperates especially 
closely with relevant committees of the other 
socialist countries, particularly the USSR. This 
refers, for instance, to the constant coordina- 
tion of the focal points of our actions. 
Proceeding from the assumption that the activi- 
ties of the Solidarity Committee of the GDR 
form a part of the foreign policy of our state, 
we are able to state with satisfaction that our 
Committee’s activities have contributed to 
bringing about the successes of the GDR’s 
foreign policy in the 25th year of the coun- 
try’s existence. This applies to the contribution 


made by us to strengthening the authority of 
the GDR and to further enhancing the idea of 
proletarian internationalism and international 
solidarity. I am thinking of the appearance 
of representatives of our Solidarity Committee 
at international conferences and international 
commissions of enquiry, as well as their in- 
volvement in the accomplishment of compre- 
hensive tasks within the GDR. 

Also worthy of mention are our publicity 
activities by means of posters, exhibitions, 
brochures and other materials, with which we 
have appeared in Afro-Asian, Latin American 
and capitalist countries and which have re- 
ceived a great deal of recognition. 

In order to mobilize, give direction to and co- 
ordinate the antiimperialist solidarity move- 
ment in the GDR, to unmask the machinations 
of imperialism, above all its acts of ideological 
subversion, in order to demonstrate that the 
vital interests of the GDR tally with those of 
the Asian, African and Latin American peo- 
ples, the Solidarity Committee has in the past 
published a large number of political state- 
ments, documentary surveys, brochures, stu- 
dies, films, exhibitions, posters and the like in 
a joint effort with the mass organizations and 
the mass media, journalists, lawyers, scientists 
and cultural workers of our republic. We con- 
sider these activities to be an effective means 
of further encouraging our entire population’s 
sense of anti-imperialist solidarity and of in- 
forming them about the liberation struggle 
and of denouncing war crimes and imperialist 
plots. In addition, our publicity work helps 
the Asian, African and Latin American peoples 
effectively in their political and ideological 
struggle against imperialism. By intensifying 
this side of our activity our Solidarity Com- 
mittee will help win new friends, allies and 
supporters in the struggle for social pro- 
gress. 

The solidarity movement in the GDR has the 
task, in line with the decisions of the 8th Con- 
gress of the SED, to actively help implement 
the resolutions adopted at the World Congress 
of Peace Forces in Moscow. As citizens of the 
first German workers’ and farmers’ state we 
consider it our internationalist obligation to 
do everything we can, together with the Soviet 
people, the peoples of the other socialist coun- 
tries and all democratic movements, so that 
the struggle of the Asian, African and Latin 
American peoples against imperialism and 
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aggression, against fascism, colonialism and 

racism, for national liberation and social pro- 

gress will be crowned by success. Expressed in 
concrete terms this would mean: 

1. Using all our strength to rescue Luis Cor- 
valan, Clodomiro Almeyda, Gustavo Ruz, 
Daniel Vergara and all Chilean patriots 
who are held in prison, and to obtain the 
most elementary freedoms and human 
rights for the Chilean people; stepping up 
our efforts to ensure that the Chilean peo- 
ple can ultimately free itself from the 
scourge of fascism, set up a democratic 
order and continue the work begun under 
Salvador Allende. 

2. Extending active support to the struggle of 
the Vietnamese people to overcome the con- 
sequences of imperialist aggression and for 
the strict observance and full implementa- 
tion of the Paris Agreement. Granting all- 
round assistance to the Democratic Re- 
public of Vietnam in socialist construction 
and consistent help to the Republic of 
South Vietnam in its endeavours to con- 
solidate and develop the liberated regions. 
We consider the Republic of South Vietnam 
to be the sole and true representative of 
the South Vietnamese population. 
Similarly, our solidarity and support go out 
to the just struggle of the peoples of Kam- 
puchea and Laos. The Kampuchean people 
has to solve its problems independently in 
keeping with its national interests and 
without outside interference. In Laos, it is 
a matter of reinforcing the positive results 
achieved on the basis of the agreements 
concluded. 

3. Emphatically denouncing and _ rejecting 

Israel’s aggressive policy in the Middle 
East which is being backed by reactionary 
imperialist forces. Granting of all-round 
help and solidarity to the just struggle of 
the Arab peoples, above all the Palestine 
Liberation Organization. 
Our efforts are directed towards the crea- 
tion of a lasting and just peace in the 
Middle East, which is only possible if 
Israel’s. occupation troops are withdrawn 
from all Arab territories occupied in June 
1967 and the legitimate rights of the Pales- 
tinian people are guaranteed. 

4, We stand for the elimination of all forms 
of colonialism and racism. Our intensified 
solidarity goes out to the just struggle of 
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the African peoples for national and social 
liberation, the struggle of the peoples of 
Namibia, Zimbabwe and South Africa 
against the fascist regimes. The social 
changes taking place in Guinea-Bissau, 
Mozambique and Angola make it necessary 
for us to extend more comprehensive soli- 
darity and support. 
I think we can justifiably and proudly state in 
the 25th year of the founding of our republic 
that the solidarity movement in the GDR is 
rendering an active contribution towards 
strengthening the world-wide anti-imperialist 
front of the nations in their struggle against im- 
perialism, colonialism and neo-colonialism for 
peace, international security, understanding 
among the nations and _ social progress, 
towards consolidating the alliance between the 
socialist community and the anti-imperialist 
forces in Asia, Africa and Latin America and, 
ultimately, towards further enhancing the 
attraction of the socialist countries in the 
world arena and towards strengthening the in- 
ternational position of the GDR further. What 
can be done by every one of us? What are the 
key issues of active participation in the spirit 
of international solidarity? The solidarity 
movement has its strongest pillar in the united 
and unanimous attitude of the community of 
socialist states. And this provides the answer 
to these questions for us all. The most im- 
portant contribution the GDR can make to in- 
ternational anti-imperialist solidarity consists 
in the all-round strengthening of our socialist 
state which is a firm component of the social- 
ist community. This aspect is crucially signifi- 
cant, for the stronger socialism, the more 
secure is world peace and the greater are the 
possibilities for the Asian, African and Latin 
American peoples to offer ever more success- 
ful resistance to the policy of imperialism. 


Declaration of the Presidium of the 
Solidarity Committee of the GDR 


Continuing the internationalist traditions of 
the international and German working class 
established by Marx, Engels and Lenin, the 
GDR, under the leadership of the SED and in 
unison with the USSR and the other fraternal 
socialist countries, has since its foundation 
consistently stood by the side of all peoples 
fighting for national freedom and indepen- 


dence, against imperialist oppression, colonial- 
ism and neocolonialism, against fascism and 
racism. 

Twenty-five years of the German Democratic 
Republic are also twenty-five years of anti- 
imperialist solidarity. 

We are proud that it is also due to its policy 
of active solidarity with all anti-imperialist 
forces struggling against oppression that the 
GDR has earned for itself international re- 
cognition and trust, the powerful solidarity 
movement which comprises all sections of the 
people having contributed substantially to this 
state of affairs. 

The course of world political events is today 
mainly determined by the increased power of 
socialism, its constantly growing international 
influence, the coordinated activities of the 
three chief revolutionary currents and the 
other democratic forces the world over. 

Real possibilities have been created for 
banishing war from our planet once and for 
all. This is due to the consistent implementa- 
tion of the historic programme adopted by 
the 24th Congress of the CPSU, the resolutions 
of the 8th SED Congress and the congresses 
of the other communist and workers’ parties 
of the socialist community as well as thanks 
to the constant deepening and expansion of 
the process of international detente. 
Similarly, the changed balance of forces finds 
reflection in the admission of the Republic of 
Guinea-Bissau, the People’s Republic of Bang- 
ladesh and Grenada as members of the United 
Nations, which we should like cordially to 
welcome from this rostrum. 

Supported by the socialist countries and the 
world’s democratic forces, the national libera- 
tion movement has scored major successes in 
its efforts to overcome the remnants of 
colonialism. 

It is with deep sympathy and concern that we 
are watching the struggle of the Portuguese 
people for a free and democratic Portugal. 
The overthrow of Portuguese fascism was ac- 
companied by the collapse of Portuguese 
colonialism. 

The enemies of detente and peace have not 
yet laid down their arms. Imperialism is still 
resorting to murder, open terror, fascist rule 
and aggressive acts of violence. 

In Chile and in a number of other Latin 
American countries, in the territory under the 
control of the Saigon regime and in South 


Korea, in South Africa and Zimbabwe the peo- 
ples are suffering under the yoke of fascist 
dictatorships. A new and dangerous trouble 
spot has been created in the eastern Mediter- 
ranean as a result of NATO’s interference. We 
demand from this rostrum that foreign inter- 
ference in the internal affairs of Cyprus be 
ended, foreign troops be withdrawn and the 
constitutional order be restored. The Cypriot 
people must be allowed to determine its own 
affairs independently. 

We should like to express our deep and un- 
shakeable solidarity with all Chilean patriots 
and democrats. 

Outstanding representatives of the Chilean 
people are detained in the torture chambers 
of the military junta under most inhuman 
conditions. Their lives are seriously endan- 
gered. 30,000 dead, tens of thousands of 
political prisoners, 70,000 orphans, hunger, 
unemployment and rightlessness—the list of 
immeasurable misery and suffering brought 
upon the Chilean people by the hand of ithe 
fascist military junta is incomplete by far. We 
call on all citizens of the GDR: Let us even 
more resolutely join the world-wide campaign 
of international solidarity with the Chilean 
people! It is with disgust and indignation that 
we protest against the renewed wave of terror 
and demand the release of all political pri- 
soners. Freedom for Luis Corvalan and all im- 
prisoned patriots! And end to terror and 
arbitrary acts in Chile! 

The Chilean people will ultimately overthrow 
the fascist dictatorship! 

Our unrestricted solidarity and all-round help 
goes out to the Vietnamese people in its 
struggle to overcome the consequences of im- 
perialist aggression and to ensure the strict 
observance and full implementation of the 
Paris Agreement, to construct socialism in the 
Democratic Republic of Vietnam and to con- 
solidate and develop the liberated territories 
in the Republic of South Vietnam. We look 
upon the Republic of South Vietnam as the 
sole legitimate representative of the South 
Vietnamese population. 

We protest resolutely against the continual 
and grave violation of major stipulations of the 
Paris Agreement on Vietnam by the Saigon 
administration and its foreign lackeys, the 
brutal and systematic bomb attacks on the re- 
gions controlled by the provisional govern- 
ment of the Republic of South Vietnam and 
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against the acts of terror being perpetrated 
against the South Vietnamese population and 
demand that these be ended immediately. 

The Paris Vietnam Agreement, through which 
peace and detente has been strengthened in 
Indochina, must be strictly observed in every 
respect as an inalienable condition for nor- 
malizing the situation in this region. We are 
convinced that all attempts being made to 
obstruct peace in South Vietnam and Indo- 
china as a whole will be thwarted, not least 
thanks to our intensified solidarity. 

We consider the successes of peaceful socialist 
construction in the Democratic Republic of 
Vietnam an example for the whole of Vietnam 
and, indeed, the whole of Indochina. 

We extend solidarity and support to the just 
struggle of the peoples of Kampuchea and 
Laos. The Kampuchean people has to solve its 
problems independently, in keeping with 
national interests and without external inter- 
ference. In Laos, it is now a matter of con- 
solidating the positive results achieved under 
the existing agreements. 

We reiterate our firm determination to grant 
active support to the just struggle of the Arab 
peoples against the permanent acts of aggres- 
sion by Israel and their consequences. We are 
resolutely opposed to Israel’s aggressive 
policy and to the provocations being launched 
constantly by it against a number of Arab 
countries. This raises existing tensions in this 
region to extremely dangerous levels. 

We demand an immediate end to the continu- 
ing Israeli air-raids on South Lebanese locali- 
ties and emphatically protest against the new 
wave of terror instituted by Israel in the oc- 
cupied Arab territories. 

There can be no lasting peace in the Middle 
East unless Israeli troops are withdrawn from 
all Arab territories occupied since 1967 and 
the legitimate rights of the Arab people of 
Palestine are guaranteed. We therefore think 
it is urgently necessary for the Geneva 
Middle-East Peace Conference to be resumed 
without further delay to bring about a just 
and lasting peace in this region. 

Our unswerving solidarity goes out to the 
people of southern Africa who are waging a 
determined struggle against the racist and 
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fascist regimes of South Africa, Namibia and 
Zimbabwe. We are resolutely opposed to the 
political, economic and military support given 
these racist regimes by the NATO powers, 
thus creating new and dangerous international 
centres of conflict and placing world peace in 
jeopardy. To eliminate the policy of apartheid 
and all other forms of racism is regarded by 
us as an urgent task facing mankind as a 
whole. We resolutely demand freedom for 
Nelson Mandela, Braam Fisher and_ all 
freedom fighters languishing under most in- 
human conditions in the prisons of South 
Africa, Namibia and Southern Rhodesia. 

It is with great pleasure that we hail the fresh 
successes achieved by the African peoples in 
their freedom struggle. Real possibilities are 
appearing for them ultimately to overcome 
colonialism and neo-colonialism. We are 
highly satisfied at the successful conclusion of 
the negotiations between FRELIMO and Por- 
tugal and the signing of the agreement in 
Lusaka. It is necessary to step up our assist- 
ance for the peoples of Guinea-Bissau, Mozam- 
bique and Angola in their efforts to overcome 
the catastrophic consequences of colonial rule 
and to emerge successfully from their just 
struggle for independence. 

We, the members of the Presidium of the GDR 
Solidarity Committee—solidarity activists from 
enterprises and agricultural production co- 
operatives, representatives of public life, in- 
tellectual and cultural workers, journalists and 
jurists—extend greetings to all citizens of the 
GDR who daily exercise anti-imperialist soli- 
darity in the spirit of proletarian international- 
ism and socialist patriotism and accomplish 
much to strengthen our socialist state. As 
citizens of the first German workers’ and 
farmers’ state we consider it our interna- 
tionalist duty to intensify our efforts in close 
unison with the Soviet people, the peoples of 
all the other socialist countries and all demo- 
cratic movements throughout the world so 
that the struggle of the peoples against im- 
perialism and aggression, fascism, colonialism 
and racism, and for national liberation and 
social progress will be victorious. 


GDR Solidarity Committee Archives 


Second periodical report of the GDR on the implementation 
of the International Convention on the Elimination of All Forms 


of Racial Discrimination 


Ref.: Memorandum of the UN Secretary-General SO 237/2(2) 


14 November 1975 


In its first report delivered in 1974 the Ger- 
man Democratic Republic provided informa- 
tion on how, in compliance with the Potsdam 
Agreement, fascism and racial discrimination 
were uprooted and eradicated on its territory. 
At the same time the report specified by what 
action the Government and people of this 
country actively supported the struggle against 
all forms of racism and racial discrimination. 
The political, social, constitutional and legal 
foundations in the GDR, as described in the 
first report, have continued to ensure, also in 
the period covered by this report, that equality 
of people without distinction as to their race 
is the underlying principle of the socialist 
political and legal system, providing all pre- 
requisites and guaranties for fulfilling the 
Convention’s provisions in.the GDR. Consist- 
ently pursuing this policy, the GDR continued 
in the period under review to pay scrupulous 
attention to applying the prescriptions of 
the Convention in its legislation. These pre- 
scriptions were translated into practice in state 
and society in the social, economic, cultural 
and educational fields. The principles of 
friendship between peoples, races and ethnic 
groups were espoused and manifold activities 
were undertaken to contribute to their imple- 
mentation on an international level. 


1. Legislative measures in the period under 
review 

The laws supplementing and amending the 
GDR’s Constitution and new laws such as the 
Civil Code, the Code of Civil Procedure, the 
Law on the Constitution of the Courts and 
the Law Application Act, all enacted in the 
period under review, contain important con- 
stitutional and legal regulations which ensure 
equal rights for all citizens irrespective of 
their race and qualify any act of racial dis- 
crimination as involving criminal liability. 
These laws have reaffirmed equality of races 
as a principle permeating and determining the 
GDR’s entire legislation and legal régime. 


1. (a) Article 6 of the GDR Constitution of 
6 April 1968 as modified by the Law of 7 Oc- 
tober 1974 amending the Constitution reaf- 
firms the fact that German militarism and 
Nazism were extirpated on the territory of the 
German Democratic Republic in accordance 
with the interests of its people and in com- 
pliance with its international obligations. In its 
foreign policy the GDR is guided by the prin- 
ciples of socialism and peace, understanding 
among peoples and security. Article 6 high- 
lights the GDR’s support for States and peo- 
ples fighting against imperialism and colonial- 
ism, for national freedom, independence and 
social progress. Hence, assistance to colonially 
and racially oppressed peoples is a constitu- 
tional tenet underlying the GDR’s foreign 
policy. It is likewise a principle deeply in- 
herent in the socialist system to treat militarist 
and revanchist propaganda, warmongering 
and manifestations of hatred against creeds, 
races and nations as punishable crimes (Article 
6). 

The equality of all citizens in terms of funda- 
mental rights is specifically guaranteed in Ar- 
ticles 19 and 20. Article 19 ensures their right 
to participate in the guidance of social devel- 
opment, establishes that respect for and pro- 
tection of the dignity and freedom of the per- 
sonality is mandatory for all state organs, all 
social forces and each individual citizen, and 
guarantees the right of each and every citizen 
freely to unfold his talents in socialist society, 
for the good of society and for his own bene- 
fit. Article 20 of the Constitution embodies 
the principle that every citizen of the German 
Democratic Republic has the same rights and 
duties, irrespective of nationality, race, phi- 
losophy or religious confession, social origin 
or position. In conformity with this Article 
other Articles spell out the basic rights of all 
citizens irrespective of race: i.e. their entitle- 
ment to full participation in shaping political, 
economic, social and cultural affairs (Article 
21), the right to vote and to be elected (Article 
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22), the right to work (Article 24), the right 
to education (Article 25), the inviolability of 
the person and liberty of every citizen (Article 
30) and the right to profess a religious creed 
(Article 39). 

Article 40 guarantees the rights of the Sorbs, 
the only national minority in the GDR, to cul- 
tivate their mother tongue and culture and 
stipulate that the enjoyment of this right will 
be encouraged by the State. 

The principle of equality before the law and 
equal protection without any discrimination is 
established in Articles 20 and 33. 

1. (b) Inadmissibility of any kind of discrimi- 
nation against any citizen and equality of all 
citizens before the law have been reaffirmed 
as guiding principles for all jurisdiction in the 
GDR by the new Law on the Constitution of 
the Courts of 27 September 1974. Article 8 of 
this Law reads: 

“Equality of citizens before the law 

Equality of citizens before the law and in court 
are guaranteed irrespective of their nation- 
ality, race, ideological or religious belief and 
their social position.” 

This principle determines procedures in cri- 
minal proceeding as well as in legal action in 
civil, family and labour cases before GDR 
courts. 

1. (c) The Civil Code adopted by the People’s 
Chamber of the German Democratic Republic 
on 19 June 1975 following nation-wide demo- 
cratic discussion, has established the funda- 
mental legal rights and the legal status of 
citizens in socialist society. One of the essen- 
tial fundamental rights is the right to respect 
for the person. Paragraph 7 of the Civil Code 
specifies as follows: 

“Respect for the person 

Every citizen is entitled to respect for his per- 
son, especially his honour and his repute, his 
name, his image, his copyright and other 
similarly protected rights arising from creative 
activity. Likewise, he is obligated to respect 
the person of other citizens and the rights 
deriving therefrom. 

In case of infringement of the aforementioned 
rights the Civil Code provides for special ac- 
tion to protect personal rights.” (Paragraph 
327, Civil Code)! 


! Pending the publication of the GDR Civil Code 
in an authorized English translation, quotations 
from the Code have been translated on a pre- 
liminary basis. 
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1.(d) The new Code of Civil Procedure ot 
19 June 1975, which became effective on 
1 January 1976, obligates courts to give effect 
to the legal rights of citizens and to see to it 
that socialist legality is consciously observed. 
(Paragraph 2 of the Code of Civil Procedure). 
It also sets out the rights and duties of parties 
involved in an action irrespective of their na- 
tionality and race (Paragraph 3 of the Code 
of Civil Procedure). Every citizen is legally 
entitled to support, assistance and protection 
by the court (Paragraph 2 of the Code of Civil 
Procedure). According to Paragraph 181, this 
also applies to citizens of other states and to 
stateless persons. 

1. (e) In conjunction with the aforementioned 
new laws in the field of civil law, the Act on 
the Application of Law to International Civil, 
Family and Labour Law Relations and ‘to 
International Economic Contracts (Law Appli- 
cation Act) became effective. 

In its Article 1 the Act establishes the principle 
that the application of law to international 
civil, family and labour law relations as well 
as to international economic contracts shall be 
based on the generally accepted norms of 
international law. 

This principle corroborates the introductory 
thesis in this report that in the GDR’s home 
and foreign policy there is no and cannot be 
discrimination against anybody, and that prin- 
ciples of international agreements are fully 
implemented in this country. Article 1 of the 
Law Application Act provides that, as a matter 
of principle, the laws of the State of which the 
person concerned is a citizen are applicable in 
international legal relations, which form the 
subject of this Act. This has a particular bear- 
ing on marriages (Article 18), termination of 
marriage (Article 20) and legal relationships 
between parents and children (Article 22). In 
all pertinent cases in GDR courts the laws ap- 
plied are those of the home country of the 
person concerned. 

1. (f) In the period under review there was no 
infringement of legal provisions relating to the 
prohibition of any racial discrimination, and 
consequently not a single case of a punishable 
act of that nature was reported in the GDR’s 
judicial practice. 


2. Major attention is constantly given in the 
GDR to the education of the young generation 
in the spirit of friendship among peoples and 


of international antiimperialist solidarity 
against racism and racial discrimination. 

An important part in this education is played 
by school, in particular the 10-class polytech- 
nical secondary school, which is the basic type 
of school. But also the family, pre-school 
facilities, extracurricular activities and chil- 
dren’s and youth organizations contribute with 
their specific means and methods to the en- 
deavour of awakening and strengthening senti- 
ments of friendship, understanding and respect 
for the way of living, traditions, customs and 
the cultural heritage of other peoples. 

This concern of the entire society is described 
in the Information on the Education of the 
Young Generation in the German Democratic 
Republic in the Spirit of International Friend- 
ship and Solidarity, Against Racism and Racial 
Discrimination, which was submitted to 
ECOSOC on 25 February 1976. 

It reads in this Information: ‘Already at an 
early age, at school and in practical life, chil- 
dren are made familiar with the ideas of the 
dignity and equality of all people so that they 
develop into citizens who work actively for 
socialism and a society without racism and 
racial discrimination. This significant goal of 
education and training forms the basis of all 
important legal regulations of the educational 
system and the development and promotion 
of youth in the GDR.” 


3. In line with its overall policy the German 
Democratic Republic consistently sides with 
the peoples of southern Africa in their strug- 
gle for the final elimination of all forms of 
colonialism, racism and the policy of apart- 
heid. The political, moral and material support 
rendered to the colonially and racially op- 
pressed peoples of Namibia, Zimbabwe and 
South Africa in their struggle for national and 
social self-determination and independence is 
part and parcel of the policies pursued by the 
German Democratic Republic. This position 
has been repeatedly expressed by representa- 
tives of the German Democratic Republic at 
sessions of the UN General Assembly, of other 
organs of the United Nations family and inter- 
national organizations. Also through its mem- 
bership in the United Nations Special Com- 
mittee Against Apartheid the GDR cooperates 
in efforts for the international isolation and 
the elimination of the illegal and inhuman ré- 
gime of apartheid. 


The German Democratic Republic has always 
and without any reservation supported the de- 
cisions and resolutions of the United Nations 
Security Council and General Assembly di- 
rected against colonialism, racism and the 
policy of apartheid. It has worked for their 
implementation and has itself unconditionally 
abided by them. On repeated occasions the 
GDR called for effective action by the Security 
Council pursuant to Chapter VII of the UN 
Charter to eliminate the racist regimes of Pre- 
toria and Salisbury. 

The German Democratic Republic fully obser- 
ves the sanctions imposed by the UN Security 
Council against Southern Rhodesia and South 
Africa. It maintains no political, economic, 
military or other relations whatsoever with the 
South African and Southern Rhodesian régi- 
mes nor is it represented in those countries by 
third States. The same applies to the case of 
Namibia. By contrast, the GDR maintains 
friendly relations with national liberation 
movements such as the Patriotic Front (Zim- 
babwe), SWAPO and ANC (South Africa), 
supporting them in their sacrificing struggle. 
The German Democratic Republic was among 
the first States which ratified the International 
Convention on the Suppression and Punish- 
ment of the Crime of Apartheid. 

Since it was adopted, the Programme of the 
Decade for Action to Combat Racism and 
Racial Discrimination has met with a strong 
response in the GDR. In the period under 
review the GDR Committee for the Decade for 
Action to Combat Racism and Racial Discri- 
mination, which was founded in 1974, ini- 
tiated, co-ordinated or organized itself numer- 
ous activities and events in the framework 
of the Decade. In the Information of the Ger- 
man Democratic Republic on Measures Taken 
under the Decade for Action to Combat Racism 
and Racial Discrimination (Doc. E/5759 of 
19 February 1976) the GDR furnished detailed 
information on those activities. 

The mass media of the German Democratic 
Republic play an essential part in the struggle 
against racism, racial discrimination and the 
policy of apartheid. The press, radio and tele- 
vision provide objective information on racial 
and colonial oppression and exploitation in 
southern Africa and other parts of the world. 
All mass media consider it an important task 
to contribute with their means to the elimina- 
tion of racism and the policy of apartheid 
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and they encourage the awareness of all citi- 
zens of this necessity. Those responsible for 
the media are guided by the ideas of proleta- 
rian internationalism, equality among peoples 
and races and the promotion of friendship be- 
tween them. They help to further strengthen 
the anti-imperialist solidarity of the people of 
the German Democratic Republic with the 
struggle of the colonially and racially op- 
pressed peoples. 


Annex 1 


Extracts from the Constitution 

of the German Democratic Republic 
of 6 April 1968 as modified 

by the Law amending the Constitution 
of the German Democratic Republic 
of Z7 October 1974 


Article 4 

All power serves the welfare of the people. 
It ensures a peaceful life, protects socialist 
society and guarantees a socialist way of life 
for the citizens, the free development of man, 
the preservation of human dignity, and guar- 
antees the rights stipulated in this Constitu- 
tion. 


Article 6 

(1) The German Democratic Republic, faithful 
to the interests of the people and its interna- 
tional obligations, has eradicated German 
militarism and Nazism on its territory, and 
pursues a foreign policy serving socialism and 
peace, international friendship and security. 
(3) The German Democratic Republic supports 
the states and peoples fighting against im- 
perialism and its colonial regime, for national 
freedom and independence in their struggle 
for social progress. The German Democratic 
Republic advocates the implementation of the 
principles of peaceful coexistence between 
states with differing social systems and, on the 
basis of equal rights and mutual respect, pro- 
motes co-operation with all states. 

(5) Militarist and revanchist propaganda in all 
forms, warmongering and the manifestations 
of hatred against creeds, races and nations are 
punished as crimes. 


Citizens and organisations in socialist society 


60 


Chapter 1 
Basic Rights and Basic Duties of Citizens 


Article 19 

(1) The German Democratic Republic guar- 
antees to all citizens the exercise of their rights 
and their participation in the guidance of so- 
cial development. It guarantees socialist legal- 
ity and legal security. 

(2) Respect for and protection of the dignity 
and freedom of the personality are mandatory 
for all state organs, all social forces and each 
individual citizen. 

(3) Free from exploitation, oppression and 
economic dependence, every citizen has equal 
rights and manifold opportunities to develop 
his abilities to the full extent and to unfold his 
talents in socialist society unhindered, in free 
decision, for the welfare of society and for his 
own benefit. Thus he puts into practice the 
freedom and dignity of his personality. The 
relations between citizens are governed by 
mutual respect and assistance, by the princi- 
ples of socialist morality. 

(4) The conditions for acquiring and losing the 
citizenship of the German Democratic Repub- 
lic are stipulated by law. 


Article 20 

(1) Every citizen of the German Democratic 
Republic has the same rights and duties, ir- 
respective of nationality, race, philosophy or 
religious confession, social origin or position. 
Freedom of conscience and freedom of belief 
are guaranteed. All citizens are equal before 
the law. 


Article 21 

(1) Every citizen of the German Democratic 
Republic is entitled to participate fully in 
shaping the political, economic, social and cul- 
tural life of the socialist community and the 
socialist state. The principle shall be applied 
“Participate in working, in planning and in 
governing!” 


Article 22 

(1) Every citizen of the German Democratic 
Republic who is 18 years of age on election 
day has the right to vote. 

(2) Every citizen can be elected to the People’s 
Chamber and the local popular representative 
bodies if he has reached the age of 18 on elec- 
tion day. 


Article 23 

(1) The defence of peace and the socialist 
homeland and its achievements is the right 
and the honourable obligation of citizens of 
the German Democratic Republic. Every citi- 
zen has the obligation to serve and to make a 
contribution to the defence of the German 
Democratic Republic in accordance with the 
laws. 

(2) No citizen shall participate in warlike ac- 
tions which serve the oppression of a people, 
or the preparation of such actions. 


Article 24 

(1) Every citizen of the German Democratic 
Republic has the right to work. He has the 
right to employment and its free selection in 
accordance with social requirements and per- 
sonal qualifications. He has the right to pay 
according to the quality and quantity of the 
work. Men and women, adults and young 
people have the right to equal pay for equal 
work output. 


Article 25 

(1) Every citizen of the German Democratic 
Republic has an equal right to education. Edu- 
cational facilities are open to all. The inte- 
grated socialist educational system guarantees 
every citizen a continuous socialist education, 
training, and higher training. 


Article 26 

(1) The state ensures the possibility of trans- 
ference to the next higher stage of education 
up to the highest educational institutions, the 
universities and colleges; this is done in ac- 
cordance with the performance principle, so- 
cial requirements, and taking into considera- 
tion the social structure of the population. 


Article 30 

(1) The person and liberty of every citizen of 
the German Democratic Republic are invio- 
lable. 

(3) Every citizen has the right to the assist- 
ance of state and social organs for the protec- 
tion of his liberty and the inviolability of his 
person. 


Article 39 

(1) Every citizen of the German Democratic 
Republic has the right to profess a religious 
creed, and to carry out religious activities. 


Article 40 

Citizens of the German Democratic Republic 
of Sorb nationality have the right to cultivate 
their mother tongue and culture. The exercise 
of this right is encouraged by the state. 


Annex 2 


Law 

on the Constitution of the Courts 

of the German Democratic Republic 
— Court Constitution Act — 

of 27 September 1974 

Excerpt 


§3 

Tasks of Jurisdiction 

Jurisdiction and the activities of the courts 

connected therewith have to contribute toward 

solving the tasks of the socialist state power 
in shaping the advanced socialist society, 
above all 

— to protect the socialist state and social order, 
the socialist economy and socialist property 
from attacks and infringements, 

— to protect, preserve and enforce the legally 
guaranteed rights and interests of the citi- 
zens, 

— to promote socialist relations between the 
citizens, to society and to their state, 

— to strengthen the socialist political and legal 
consciousness and to increase their social 
activity, vigilance and intolerance of all 
breaches of the law, 

~ to protect, preserve and enforce the legally 
guaranteed rights and interests of the state 
authorities, the leading economic bodies, 
combined works, enterprises, cooperatives, 
institutions and mass organisations. 

— to assist the leaders of the state and eco- 
nomic authorities, the combined works, 
enterprises and institutions, cooperatives 
and the leaderships of the mass organisa- 
tions in the fulfilment of their responsibili- 
ties for the safeguarding of legality, public 
order, security and discipline as well as to 
work for the consistent fulfilment of the du- 
ties connected with this responsibility. 


§8 
Equality of Citizens before the Law 
Equality of citizens before the law and in court 
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are guaranteed irrespective of their nationa- 
lity, race ideological or religious belief and 
their social position. 


§ 12 

Court Language 

1. The court language is German. Persons who 
cannot speak German, may use their native 
tongue or, with the court’s consent, any other 
language if this facilitates communication. The 
court shall supply an interpreter free of charge. 
This also applies to deaf and dump persons. 
2. In the home districts of the Sorbian people, 
Sorbs are entitled to use their native tongue 
in court. 


Annex 3 


Civil Code 

of the German Democratic Republic 
of 19 June 1975 

(Gesetzblatt I, No 27, p. 465) 
Excerpt 


§ 6 

Principle 

1. Rights and duties of citizens under civil law 
relations are determined by the socialist social 
conditions which are based on political power 
of the working class, the socialist property of 
the means of production and the management 
and planning of the national economy by the 
socialist State. 

2. Every citizen may use socialist property in 
the framework of civil law, acquire and hold 
personal property, copyright laws and other 
rights, conclude contracts and perform legal 
transactions, dispose of his property by will 
and inherit; he has to fulfil with responsibility 
the duties connected therewith. 


§7 

Respect for the Personality 

Every citizen has the right to respect for his 
personality especially for his honour and his 
reputation, his name, his image, his copyrights 
as well as other rights protected in the same 
manner resulting from his creative activity. He 
is obliged to respect the personality of other 
citizens and the rights resulting from that in 
the same way. 
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§ 327 
Claims in case of violation 
of personal freedoms 
1. In case that rights of a citizen to respect 
for his personality, especially his honour, and 
his reputation, his name, his image, his copy- 
rights as well as all other rights protected in 
the same manner and resulting from his crea- 
tive activity are violated the person whose 
right is violated may claim: 

1. Redress of the unlawful condition especially 
by revocation of incorrect assertions and 
their public rectification; 

2. Omission of present and future violations 
as far as they can be foreseen; 

3. Compensation for the damage sustained as 
far as the legal prerequisits are met; 

4, Judicial ascertainment of the unlawful vio- 
lation of the right to respect for his per- 
sonality 

(2) The claims in paragraph 1 apply to enter- 

prises analogously. 


Annex 4 


Law 

on Court Proceedings in Civil, 

Family and Labour Law 

— Rules of Civil Proceedings — 
of 19 June 1975 

(Gesetzblatt I, No. 29, p. 533) 

Excerpt 


§2 

Tasks of Courts 

1. It is the task of courts to protect the so- 
cialist state and social order, to preserve and 
enforce legally guaranteed rights and interests 
as well as to contribute to promoting socialist 
relations between citizens in social life by 
highly efficient conduct of proceedings in 
court. 

2. Courts are bound to clear up the facts rele- 
vant to the decision in concentrated and 
speedy proceeding, to establish the truth and 
to decide according to the law. They are re- 
sponsible for the execution of their: deci- 
sions. 

3. Courts have to explain to the parties in- 
volved in a trial their rights and duties and 
to assist them in exercising such rights and 
duties. 


4, Courts have to exercise influence on the 
conscious observance and implementation of 
socialist law. They see to it that by judicial 
criticism, hints and recommendations or in 
another suitable manner breaches of law found 
in the proceedings as well as the grounds and 
conditions of the litigation are eliminated. 


§3 

Rights and duties of the parties 

involved in the case 

1. In case that rights are violated or endan- 
gered or if legal relationships are not clear the 
aid of a court in the framework of its compe- 
tence may be invoked and a proceeding may 
be commenced. The parties involved in the 
case have the right and the duty to participate 
in the proceedings especially in finding out 
the facts of the case. They are bound to state 
truthfully and completely the facts in their de- 
clarations and evidence. 

2. The parties involved in the case are entitled 
to be heard by the court and to inspect the 
case file. 

3. The parties involved in the case are entitled 
to be represented by a legal representative for 
the purpose of the case. Working persons in- 
volved in matters of labour law may be repre- 
sented by a trade union official. 

4, The representation may be effected by an 
attorney-at-law admitted in the German Dem- 
ocratic Republic. If there are special rules of 
law for certain cases concerning the represen- 
tation these shall be applicable. 


§ 181 

Principles 

1. The revisions of this section: shall be ap- 
plicable unless otherwise fixed in contracts of 
international law binding on the German 
Democratic Republic. 

2. Citizens of other States, stateless persons 
or juristic persons whose legal status is not 
determined by the law of the German Demo- 
cratic Republic shall be treated in the pro- 
ceedings in the same manner as citizens and 
juristic persons of the German Democratic Re- 
public. 

3. The rules of the present law shall be appli- 
cable to the proceedings before the courts of 
the German Democratic Republic. 


Annex 5 


Act 

on the Application of Law 

to International Civil, 

Family and Labour Relations as well as 
to International Economic Contracts 

— Law Application Act — 

of 5 December 1975 

Excerpt 


§1 

Principle 

The legal provisions governing the application 
of law to international civil, family and labour 
relations as well as to international economic 
contracts are based on the universally accepted 
norms of international law. They serve the re- 
gular conduct of these law relations which 
have international character and ensure the 
constitutionally guaranteed rights of the citi- 
zens and enterprises involved of the German 
Democratic Republic. 


§ 2 

Sphere of Application 

1. This act defines which law shall be appli- 
cable to the conditions of civil, family and 
labour law with international character as well 
as to the legal relationships in international 
economic intercourse. 

2. The provisions of the present law shall not 
be applicable if other provisions fixed in inter- 
national contracts are binding on the German 
Democratic Republic. 


§ 18 

Marriage 

1. The prerequisits for consummating a mar- 
riage shall be defined for each of the two 
marrying persons by the law of the State 
whose citizen he is. Marriages between citizens 
of the German Democratic Republic and citi- 
zens of another State require the consent of 
the State organs of the German Democratic 
Republic competent for personal status affairs. 
This also applies to marriages contracted out- 
side the German Democratic Republic. 

2. The form of a marriage is determined by 
the law of the State which is valid at the place 
of marriage. 

3. If a marriage is contracted outside the 
German Democratic Republic the form is also 
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respected if the formal requirements under the 
law of the State whose citizen one of the 
marrying persons is are complied with. 


§ 20 

Dissolution of Marriage 

1. The divorce is regulated according to the 
law of the State whose citizens the spouses are 
at the time when action is taken. If the spouses 
are citizens of different States the law of the 
German Democratic Republic shall be appli- 
cable. 

2. If according to paragraph 1 reference is 
made to the law of a State which does not 
permit the dissolution of a marriage by divorce 


or as an exception only, the law of the German 
Democratic Republic shall be applicable. 


§ 22 

Legal Relationship between Parents 

and Children 

Legal relationship between parents and a child 
is determined by the law of the State whose 
citizen the child is. The same law shall be 
applicable to the power of representation of 
the legal representative of the child. 


Archives of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
of the GDR 


Speech delivered by GDR representative Giinter Mauersberger 

to the Fourth Committee of the XXXI session of the UN General Assembly 
on the activities of foreign economic and other interests which are 
impeding the implementation of the UN Declaration on the Granting 

of Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples 


1 October 1976 


Please, permit me, first at all, to congratulate 
you most cordially on behalf of the delegation 
of the German Democratic Republic on your 
election to the responsible function as Chair- 
man of the 4th Committee. We appreciate in 
your person a devoted representative of Nor- 
way, well-known through his activity in the 
Committee of 24, a country with which the 
GDR maintains friendly relations. We would 
also like to congratulate the honourable Vice- 
Chairman, Comrade Ede Gazdik, Representa- 
tive of the Hungarian People’s Republic that 
is fraternally united with the GDR, and Mr. 
Raymond Tchicaye, the Representative of Ga- 
bon, an African country with which the Ger- 
man Democratic Republic also has friendly re- 
lations. 

The congratulations of the delegation of the 
GDR also go to the Rapporteur of the Com- 
mittee, Mr. Mangal from Afghanistan, a coun- 
try with which the German Democratic Re- 
public also maintains friendly relations. 
Before the Committee is the report of the 
Committee of 24 which has just been published 
in Document A/31/23 part III of September 29, 
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1976 concerning the agenda item to be dis- 
cussed. 

It is an impressive collection of facts and data 
underlining the importance of resolute dis- 
closure of the economic and other interests and 
their condemnation. We regard the Resolu- 
tion of the Committee of 24 which is contained 
in the above document and takes into account 
the essential aspects in tackling the item under 
discussion, as a timely contribution to combat 
these activities that are opposed to the imple- 
mentation of the United Nations resolutions. 
This was also confirmed by the last sessions 
of the United Nations General Assembly, the 
Conference of the Non-aligned States and by 
many other conferences as the Havana Con- 
ference of the Committee against Apartheid. 
As is known the Fifth Conference of Heads of 
State or Government of the Non-aligned Coun- 
tries in its Political Declaration of Colombo 
expressly draw the attention to this aspect. 
Point 28: ‘“The Conference noted that the pro- 
cess of decolonialization had reached its final 
and decisive phase. Imperialists, however, con- 
tinued in their attempts to devise new methods 


designed to perpetuate their domination and 
exploitation of peoples.” 
Point 32: ‘Although colonialism, as_tradi- 
tionally understood is coming to an end, the 
problem of imperialism continues and can be 
expected to continue for the foreseeable future 
under the guise of neocolonialism and hege- 
monic relations.” 
(Doc. A/31/197, page 12/13) 
The delegation of the GDR equally attaches 
great importance to the discussion of the for- 
eign economic and other interests which pre- 
vent the full implementation of the Declara- 
tion on the Granting of Independence to Colo- 
nial Countries and Peoples, as this is a very 
essential problem with far-reaching detrimen- 
tal effects on the liberation struggle of the 
suppressed peoples. 
The massive political, economic and military 
support given by certain NATO States to the 
fascist regime of apartheid in South Africa, 
the core of the colonial and racist strongholds 
in that area, is now as before impeding the 
implementation of Resolution 1514 (XV) for 
Namibia and Zimbabwe. At present we are 
witnessing measures of aggravated brutal 
suppression and bloody massacres against the 
peoples fighting for the implementation of hu- 
man rights, including the right to sovereignty 
and independence. Soweto is eloquent expres- 
sion of this. 

It has repeatedly been proved in the United 

Nations by speakers of the African Liberation 

Movements that the intensification of the acti- 

vities of foreign economic and other interest 

groups have particularly adverse consequences 
for the peoples of southern Africa and are 
concentrated on the following fields: 

1. The uncontrolled and unlimited exploitation 
of raw materials and other economic re- 
sources. 

2. The exploitation characterized by extreme 
perfection and orientated to maximum pro- 
fit of the native population. 

3. The use and strengthening of the colonial- 
racist apparatus of power and suppres- 
sion. 

The detrimental activities of the multi-national 

corporations against the implementation of the 

right to self-determination of the peoples sup- 
pressed by colonialism and racism must be 
paid further increased attention by the world 
organization. In this connexion, the Commis- 
sion on the Activities of Transnational Cor- 
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porations has also to fulfil an important and 
topical function. The GDR attaches great im- 
portance to the work of that Commission as 
well as to all other efforts taken by the United 
Nations in this field. 

Notwithstanding the well-known Security 
Council sanctions on Rhodesia, United States 
corporations imported annually about 75,000 
tons of chromium which, as was declared, was 
needed in the arms industry. The repeatedly 
announced repeal of the Byrd. Amendment 
and, thus, the cessation of the permanent vio- 
lation of the Security Council sanctions has 
not been realized so far. The Decree No. 1 of 
the Namibia Council is rigorously ignored by 
many imperialist States in order, among 
others, to rob the uranium resources of Nami- 
bia in collaboration with South Africa. 

In the frame of the extended technological co- 
operation in this field the Vorster regime 
gains access to all know-how for developing 
its nuclear capability. Obviously this is of such 
great importance to the Vorster regime that it 
appoints nuclear experts, as a certain Mr Sole, 
Ambassador to a country whose research in- 
stitutes and monopolies are of eminent im- 
portance for the Apartheid regime in gaining 
atomic know-how. I should like to reiterate 
in view of the dangers emanating from such 
a development for peace and security in Africa 
and in the world, that the XXX Session of the 
General Assembly of the United Nations in 
Resolution 3411, part G, called on all states to 
oppose South Africa’s nuclear planning. Today 
we must state that certain states openly ignore 
this resolution. 

The large imperialist multi-national monopo- 
lies still regard southern Africa as an object 
of unlimited suppression and _ exploitation. 
Such monopoly groups as Union Carbid, 
Anglo-American Corporation, Zinc Tinto, Sie- 
mens AEG/Telefunken, Urangesellschaft AG 
and others are recklessly exploiting Africans 
as cheapest, lowpriced labour and are robbing 
the mineral resources. 

It is obvious that the violations of relevant 
United Nations resolutions are made by States 
that otherwise often pretend as if they feel 
called upon as defenders of the principles of 
the Charter in the name of democracy. We are 
at one with the great majority of the members 
of the United Nations who stand for strict and 
full application of the United Nations Charter 
and agree with this majority that the “‘preser- 
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vation of such a heritage’’ as represented by 
the racist and colonialist regimes in southern 
Africa is in clear contrast to the fundamental 
purpose of the United Nations and its relevant 
resolutions as Resolution 1514 (XV) ‘’On the 
Granting of Independence to Colonial Coun- 
tries and Peoples” adopted at the initiative of 
the Soviet Union. 

The struggle of the peoples suppressed by 
colonialism and racism in southern Africa for 
freedom, independence and self-determination 
has reached new dimensions. The peoples of 
Zimbabwe, Namibia and South Africa under 
the leadership of their authentic representa- 
tives, the National Liberation Movements, 
fight for a life in human dignity, without 
social discrimination, without brutal oppres- 
sion and colonial exploitation, for gaining all- 
sided independence which guarantees the peo- 
ples their own choice of a development serv- 
ing their interests. 

The international solidarity with the brave 
sons and daughters of fighting Africa has 
further grown, there is increasing isolation of 
the racist and colonial regimes. 

Those circles giving essential support for the 
colonial and racist regimes in southern Africa 
are forced to recognize the hopelessness of the 
attempt to hold up the liberation struggle of 
the peoples. So they try to retain old colonial 
structures of domination by using other, more 
flexible methods. However, the imperialist 
monopolies—as always in its history not being 
able to assess the changed balance of power in 
the world—are not ready to refrain from their 
neo-colonialist practices. A new economic 
order as demanded in numerous United Na- 
tions resolutions is contrary to their vested 
interests of profit making. 

The ’‘New York Times” of 2 September 1976 
openly admitted what is at stake for them and 
those whose interests it represents: ‘“Loss of 
these territories (i.e. Rhodesia and Namibia) 
by the West would be disastrous, not only 
politically, but also economically and stra- 
tegically given the rich mineral resources of 
those countries and their location at the tip 
of Africa”. 

As reported by Western press organs the profit 
rate of the imperialist monopolies in their 
activities in the South of Africa has never 
been below 20 per cent. Such a high profit 
rate is only possible because these monopolies 
make use of the ruthless exploitation inherent 
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of the racist system of the African peoples in 
Zimbabwe, Namibia and South Africa. 

The wages of the African workers are only a 
fraction of the wages of the whites and are 
to a great extent below the fixed minimum 
line. In the report of the Sub-Commission on 
the Protection and Prevention of Discrimina- 
tion of Minorities relating to the adverse con- 
sequences of the policy of cooperation with 
the racist regimes (Doc. E/CN 4/Sub 2/371 of) 
it is stated that, at least, one third of the gross 
national product of Namibia is exported in the 
form of profit by the monopolies. The South 
African racists illegally holding Namibia 
under occupation have given one third of the 
territory as concessions to foreign mining 
companies. 

They undertake new investments in the South 
of Africa and plan a further perfection of ex- 
ploitation of African people and African terri- 
tory. So it was announced some days ago by 
the Kloeckner Werke AG Duisburg—-FRG— 
that investments are planned in South Africa 
amounting to 15 million DM. Obviously the 
Western States did not take any legislative, 
administrative or other measures to stop the 
adverse practices of the monopolies according 
to the recommendations in Resolution 3358 of 
the XXX Session of the United Nations Gene- 
ral Assembly. 

The activities of the transnational monopolies 
deprive the peoples suppressed by colonialism 
and racism of their right to make use of their 
own national resources, strengthen the domi- 
nation of the white minorities and are the 
main obstacle to the peoples in gaining their 
political and economic independence. 

At industrial exhibitions and fairs in Johan- 
nesburg and elsewhere leading government 
representatives of Western States declare their 
interest in an all-round co-operation ‘for 
mutual benefit’ with the colonialists and 
racists. 

In this all-round co-operation the military 
side, without doubt, plays an outstanding role. 
The interests of imperialism in territories still 
under colonial and racist suppression are 
above all, also of strategic nature, as published 
by the US journal ‘Africa Report” in its last 
issue. 

Permit me to quote only a few passages from 
the article published there about planning and 
activities of NATO in southern Africa, which 
are based, as reported by that journal, on re- 


commendations of the study of the US 
National Security Council of 1969 which has 
been published in the meantime. It recom- 
mended ‘‘to make efforts to promote ‘stability’ 
in the area in order to secure US and allied 
rights to important oil resources, current 
and future investments, expansion of trade 
and scientific and technical data”. 

Southern Africa has been defined as starting 
point for the imperialist policy of military 
bases in the Indian Ocean. 

According to the above-mentioned ‘Africa 
Report” South Africa has been systematically 
included in the military planning of NATO. 
Even today the project of a South Atlantic 
Treaty Organization is haunting the columns 
of Western foreign policy journals. 

And here such connexions become more evi- 
dent as e.g. the growing collaboration of Pre- 
toria and Salisbury with the fascist military 
junta in Chile or the deepening of Israel’s co- 
operation with the colonialists in the South of 
Africa. So it was only on 9 August 1976 that 
the ‘“New York Times’ reported on new Is- 
raeli supplies for Vorster’s navy. Permit me in 
this connexion just to point to the fact that 
many of the well-known representatives of 
colonial and racist domination in Namibia, 
South Africa and Zimbabwe are. people who 
were active collaborators and admirers of Hit- 
ler and who even today regard the inventor 
of the fascist laws on racial incest, Goebbels, 
as their master. 

There are many parallels. Since a few days 
the radio station ‘‘Voice of free Africa” 
situated on the territory of Rhodesia has been 
broadcasting its slanderous tirades and tries 
to defame national liberation movements, as 
e.g. the People’s Republic of Mozambique, 
and to deceive the peoples of Africa as to their 
real interests and allies, to lull their vigi- 
lance—in short—to carry out ideological diver- 
sion. 

Well-known to us are radio stations of similar 
kind and obviously of the same financial 
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backers, who, from Munich, are still trying 
without success to defame socialism and, com- 
munism which the peoples in the socialist 
countries exercising their right to self-deter- 
mination have made their road of develop- 
ment. 

Every political, economic and military co- 
operation with racist and colonial regimes 
favours the policy of these regimes that is 
opposed to international law, and constitutes 
direct participation in the suppression and ex- 
ploitation of the African population. The 
transnational corporations bear great respon- 
sibility for the criminal policy of these regimes 
which are a danger to peace and international 
security. 

The world public, however, ever more deter- 
minedly speaks up against the manifold at- 
tempts of imperialism and reaction to keep 
alive anachronist remnants of colonialism and 
racism. 

As a socialist state the German Democratic 
Republic that has always and consistently been 
at the side of the peoples fighting against 
colonialism and racism, will also in the future 
be a reliable ally of fighting Africa. 

The Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Ger- 
man Democratic Republic, Oskar Fischer, re- 
affirmed this some days ago on September 4, 
1976, when he underlined before the plenum 
of the General Assembly: ‘“My country will 
also in the future display solidarity with and 
tender assistance to the efforts of the forces 
of national liberation”. 

We are sure that the peoples suppressed by 
colonialism will continue their activities and 
gain victory over colonial, neo-colonial and 
racist forces in the near future. They will not 
let themselves be retained to decide upon 
their further development, firmly resolved, 
free, independent and without imperialist dic- 
tate. 


Archives of the Ministry of Foreign Aftairs 
of the GDR 
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Joint declaration issued by the GDR Committee for Human Rights, 

the Solidarity Committee of the GDR and the GDR Committee 

for the UN Decade of Action to Combat Racism and Racial Discrimination 
to mark the 28th anniversary of the Universal Declaration 


of Human Rights 


10 December 1976 


In the GDR the Human Rights Day is marked 
by the creative work of the people in im- 
plementing the decisions adopted by the 9th 
SED Congress. The main task, which is the 
planned and dynamic growth of the economy 
and a further improvement of the material 
and cultural standard of living, characterizes 
the purpose of socialism, i.e. to guarantee all 
people a peaceful life in freedom and social 
security. This policy aims to ensure the free 
development of the personality and the all- 
round promotion of the physical and intellec- 
tual abilities of man. It is in line with the UN 
Declaration of Human Rights and is at the 
same time the alternative to the crises-ridden 
world of imperialism where millions of work- 
ing people are denied the most fundamental 
human rights such as the right to work and 
to social security, to education and co-deter- 
mination. 

Social security and a secure peace are among 
the most essential prerequisites for the realiza- 
tion of all human rights. For this reason we 
support the constructive proposals made at 
the Bucharest meeting of the Warsaw Treaty 
member countries. They will encourage the 
struggle of the peoples for the strengthening 
of peace as will the initiatives of the USSR at 
the XXXI session of the UN General Assembly. 
They reflect once more the humanitarian 
character of socialist policies. The stabilization 
of détente, especially an end to the arms 
race—which is being accelerated by imperial- 
ism—and concrete measures towards disarma- 
ment are the fundamental tasks of our period. 
If these were turned into reality the material 
preparation of war could be stopped and 
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tremendous financial means be released to be 
used for social progress where they are 
urgently needed. 

The peace-endangering apartheid regime, 
fascist dictatorships and colonial and neo- 
colonial subjugation deny entire peoples in 
the capitalist world their human rights. This 
situation characterizes a social system pre- 
tending to be the sole trustee of freedom and 
human rights. 

We emphatically demand an immediate end 
to fascist terrorism in Chile and the release 
of Luis Corvalan and all the other political 
prisoners in that country. We stand side by 
side with the PLO and the Arab peoples in 
their struggle for a just political solution to 
the Middle East conflict, for the right to self- 
determination of the people of Palestine and 
an end to the occupation policy pursued by 
the Israeli aggressors. 

We resolutely condemn the manoeuvres by 
influential sections of monopoly capital direct- 
ed at prolonging racist oppression and colonial 
exploitation in southern Africa. We support 
energetically the repeated condemnation by 
the XXXI UN General Assembly session of 
imperialist states and monopolies as accom- 
plices of the apartheid criminals and demand 
that they obey the UN sanctions. 

On the occasion of the Human Rights Day we 
would like to stress our anti-imperialist soli- 
darity with all peoples and movements fight- 
ing against the inhumanity of exploitation and 
oppression and for national and social libera- 
tion. 


Horizont, No. 3, 10 January 1977 


Speech delivered by Ambassador Peter Florin, Deputy Minister 
of Foreign Affairs and Permanent Representative of the GDR 
at the United Nations, to the UN Security Council on the situation 


in South Africa 


29 March 1977 


The situation in South Africa is generally 
known and representatives of the African peo- 
ples in the Security Council have described 
and analysed extensively the situation there. 
World public opinion has every reason to be 
alarmed. The racist regimes in southern Africa 
continue to perpetrate abominable crimes in 
practising the policy of apartheid. It is not 
simply a question of the violation of the 
human rights of individuals; we are talking 
about crimes against humanity of a kind for 
which, in their time, German fascists were 
justifiably sentenced to death in Nuremberg. 
The Pretoria and Salisbury racist regimes are 
in effect waging a race war against millions 
of people and taking a toll of many lives. 
They do not even stop at the murder of 
women and children. If we let those warriors 
continue to riot we shall witness even more 
horrifying crimes. The question is therefore 
not whether there will be a race war, but 
whether we shall be able to prevent even 
greater calamities. 

It is well known too that South Africa has 
perpetrated acts of aggression against neigh- 
bouring states, states in which people of dif- 
ferent races have equal rights. There is justi- 
fication for believing that South Africa is in 
effect in a state of war with the United 
Nations, because its government continues its 
occupation of Namibia in defiance of the will 
of our organization and in violation of inter- 
national law and has forced its inhumane 
racist regime on the population of that part 
of the world. 

The South African racist regime is constantly 
increasing the level of its armaments. Its arms 
expenditure has risen dramatically in recent 
years, thanks to the financial assistance from 
imperialist circles and from the international 
institutions under their influence. It is no 
secret that it was not without the assistance 
of certain NATO circles and the monopolies 
in those countries that the establishment in 
the Republic of South Africa of the largest 


military and industrial complex on the African 
continent was effected. 

According to statistics every white man in 
South Africa is in possession of two small 
arms. In addition, the racist regime has at its 
disposal heavy weaponry the quantity of 
which they seek to increase. It is not difficult 
to guess at whom those weapons are aimed. 
They are aimed at the citizens of their own 
country who do not wish to reconcile them- 
selves, and never shall reconcile themselves, 
to oppression and exploitation, and at their 
peaceful neighbours who are concentrating 
their efforts on building a life worthy of 
human beings for their peoples. The very 
existence of free Angola, where the people 
govern, is seen by the Pretoria racists as a 
threat to their regime and it is for this reason 
that they have tried to influence developments 
in the former Portuguese colony. They did 
not succeed in doing so and are therefore pre- 
paring for a larger war. The South African 
apartheid regime is a threat to peace and 
security. A dangerous exacerbation of the 
situation in this region will be unavoidable 
if no serious steps are taken to eliminate this 
danger. 

The situation is serious, but not hopeless and 
is today different from that prevailing when 
the UN for the first time dealt with the crimes 
of apartheid in South Africa. Now, in the 60th 
year of the Great October Socialist Revolu- 
tion which showed all peoples the example of 
a successful liberation struggle, the old im- 
perialist colonial system has with the excep- 
tion of a few pockets, been eliminated and 
we are witnesses to the successful activities of 
powerful liberation movements. The oppressed 
and exploited peoples of South Africa are ris- 
ing. They would be pleased of course, if it 
were possible to bring about a basic change 
by peaceful means. The leaders of the libera- 
tion movements have often enough tried to 
find a peaceful solution to the conflict. How- 
ever, it proved to be an illusion to convince 
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a Vorster and his backers of the necessity to 
give up their apartheid policy. Only a few 
weeks ago Vorster, in the course of an inter- 
view, reaffirmed in the Time magazine that 
he does not think of granting the black popu- 
lation in South Africa political rights. The 
liberation fighters are thus forced to take up 
arms. 

An oppressed people is entitled to wage a 
liberation struggle by all means, including the 
use of arms, against the armed champions of 
a terrorist regime. Whoever wishes to stop 
bloodshed must do everything possible to 
speed up the victory of the oppressed. It is 
therefore imperative to render every possible 
assistance and support to the national libera- 
tion movements. The racist regime should be 
isolated in the most comprehensive meaning 
of the word. 

The United Nations Charter provides for all 
necessary measures to be taken against a 
member of the organization which violates 
the principles of the Charter as flagrantly as 
does South Africa. 

Mr President, 

In his weighty statement on the occasion of 
the International Day for the Elimination of 
Racial Discrimination, the President of the 
General Assembly stated: ‘Year after year 
resolutions are adopted by the United Nations 
and associated organizations calling for con- 
certed action against the regimes that practise 
racial discrimination and apartheid. The world 
is entitled to ask why these resolutions have 
not been implemented. The answer is easy to 
find. There are still in this world too many 
nations which proclaim their opposition to 
apartheid and racial discrimination and unc- 
tuously denounce all acts of racial discrimina- 
tion, but those very nations contrive to give 
moral and financial support, either surrepti- 
tiously or with open and contemptuous dis- 
dain for world public opinion, to the very 
regimes whose policies and practices they pre- 
tend to condemn.” It is well known which are 
the states whose governments act in this man- 
ner. They were mentioned in resolutions 
adopted by the XXXI session of the General 
Assembly, also in this debate in the Security 
Council, and by those who know the details. 

It is understandable that the respective 
governments do not feel at ease when their 
behaviour is discussed. Thus they are trying 
to condemn the apartheid policy by way of 
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lip service or by providing money for certain 
aid funds in order to buy themselves out of 
this situation or to invalidate individual 
charges. 

One fact seems to me very illustrative of what 
I have been talking about: a few weeks ago 
a conference was held in Nairobi of repre- 
sentatives of a so-called Development Service 
of a certain Western country. The participants 
of the Conference were persons who work in 
various African countries. They are all aware 
of the practice regarding the official policy of 
their government toward Africa. A resolution 
adopted by the conference states that it is ex- 
tremely difficult to defend the policy of the 
government so long as that government “‘not 
only tolerates but even supports regimes that 
economically exploit the indigenous popula- 
tion and deprive that population of all its basic 
human rights’. They demand a review of their 
government's policy with regard to South 
Africa. In particular, they demand the rescind- 
ing of a cultural agreement with South Africa 
which is of benefit mainly to white South 
Africans and, contrary to international law, 
was being applied to Namibia. They also 
demanded the closing of the Consulate in Na- 
mibia, the cessation of all military coopera- 
tion with South Africa, the implementation of 
an economic boycott of South Africa and the 
cessation of all visits to that country by minis- 
ters or military personnel. The details con- 
cerning that conference can be found in the 
issue of the Frankfurter Rundschau dated 
12 March 1977. 

What is really of importance is not the praying 
of lip-service, but to have the will to treat the 
apartheid regime in South Africa according 
to the UN General Assembly resolutions. One 
should not look for violations of human rights 
where they do not exist and thereby try to 
divert the attention of world public opinion 
from the crimes of the racist regime and those 
who support it—for, unfortunately, support is 
still being extended to that regime. What is 
necessary is that there be respect for the In- 
ternational Convention on the Suppression 
and Punishment of the Crime of Apartheid 
and that action in accordance with it be taken. 
The German Democratic Republic was one of 
the first states to sign and ratify this Conven- 
tion. Subsequently, through the delegation of 
the German Democratic Republic here, it took 
the necessary initiative at the XXXI session of 


the General Assembly. The United Nations 
Organization is plainly obliged to devote all 
its attention to the gross and large-scale vio- 
lation of human rights and to the threat to 
peace in South Africa and to eliminate this 
threat with all available means. Nobody 
should be deceived by the current manoeuvres 
of Pretoria and its foreign well-wishers, which 
are being occasioned by the pressure of world 
public opinion. The foreign monopolies ex- 
ploiting the black workers of South Africa in 
the interests of their profits do not wish to 
give up, and will never voluntarily give up, 
the opportunities the apartheid regime offers 
them. In South Africa, there are more than 
500 branches of British monopolies, more than 
400 branches of monopolies of the Federal Re- 
public of Germany and more than 350 bran- 
ches of United States monopolies. 

The governments of the capitalist countries 
have stated that they are not able to curtail 
the activities of their monopolies in South 
Africa but this is merely an excuse. We have 
often seen the governments of those countries 
taking economic sanctions as a means of exert- 
ing pressure on progressive states. Even today 
they discriminate other states in economic 
relations. 

In resolutions of the XXXI session of the 
General Assembly, a number of specific re- 
quests are addressed to the Security Council. 
We unequivocally support them. First and 
foremost, we must decide on a complete em- 
bargo on arms deliveries to South Africa, thus 
making it impossible for this inhuman system 
to become stronger. It is important also to 
cease all cooperation with this regime in re- 
gard to nuclear energy. 

The German Democratic Republic, like many 
other states, has no relations with South 
Africa, just as it has no relations with the 
illegal racist regime in Salisbury. The German 
Democratic Republic is also of the opinion 
that all political, ‘military and economic rela- 


tions with the racist regime must be severed. 
My delegation supports all just demands of 
the African states and the black freedom 
fighters in South Africa that are designed to 
ensure that the people of that country are 
allowed to exercise their right to self-deter- 
mination. We hold that the unanimous stand 
of all African states and the liberation move- 
ments on putting into practice the resolutions 
of the XXXI session of the UN General Assem- 
bly concerning South Africa and Namibia in 
all their parts is of extreme significance. 

As regards the East European socialist states 
and peoples, in their joint statement made in 
November 1976, their top representatives re- 
affirmed their willingness to extend support 
and assistance also in future to the peoples of 
Zimbabwe, Namibia and South Africa in their 
selfless struggle against the racist regimes, 
against apartheid and the neo-colonialist con- 
spiracies and in support of the implementa- 
tion of the decisions and resolutions of the 
United Nations with respect to the elimination 
of colonialism and racism. 

The General Secretary of the Central Com- 
mittee of the Socialist Unity Party of Germany 
and Chairman of the Council of State of the 
German Democratic Republic, Erich Honecker, 
stated in his message to the Chairman of the 
United Nations Special Committee against 
Apartheid, in connection with the Interna- 
tional Day for the Elimination of Racial Dis- 
crimination: “I can assure you that the Ger- 
man Democratic Republic, like other socialist 
states, will also in future take active steps to 
end racial discrimination, which has caused 
so much suffering to mankind. The German 
Democratic Republic will always be a reliable 
ally of the peoples fighting for their national 
and social liberation.” 


Archives of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
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Speech delivered by GDR representative Dr Siegfried Zachmann 
at the 62nd session of the United Nations Economic and Social Council 
(ECOSOC on the UN Decade of Action to Combat Racism 


and Racial Discrimination 


22 April 1977 


The dealing with the agenda item ‘‘Decade for 
Action to Combat Racism and Racial Dis- 
crimination” is of particular importance in 
ECOSOC this year. Its discussion is to con- 
tribute directly to the preparation of the 
World Conference to Combat Racism and 
Racial Discrimination which is scheduled for 
1978. For this purpose the plenary session has 
before it, besides documents of the Secretary- 
General, the report of the Sub-Committee of 
the Economic and Social Council on the pre- 
paration of the World Conference containing 
proposals on the agenda and organisational 
aspects of the holding of the conference. 

My delegation that is working as a member 
in the Sub-Committee hopes that the Council 
will agree to these proposals so that on their 
basis. the concrete preparation of that highly 
significant conference can then be initiated. 
Nobody will deny that the elimination of all 
forms of racism, racial discrimination and 
apartheid is a demand which must be totally 
fulfilled in the interest of peace, national in- 
dependence and the promotion of international 
cooperation. The situation in southern Africa 
is well known to everybody. There have been 
numerous proofs and reports on the abhorrent 
crimes of the politicians of apartheid against 
the peoples in Zimbabwe, Namibia and South 
Africa. The protests, resolutions and demands 
for ending that abominable policy are con- 
stantly increasing. But the racist régimes con- 
tinue to suppress the legitimate rights of the 
African peoples by terror, force and the policy 
of apartheid. 

Those régimes are able to do so because, and 
this is well known to everyone, they receive 
multiple political, economic, military and 
other support from various States which were 
named in several resolutions of the 31st ses- 
sion of the General Assembly and which have 
been repeatedly criticised and condemned by 
various United Nations bodies for their atti- 
tude towards the racist régimes in southern 
Africa. 
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It is true that the representatives of those 
States take position with words against the 
policy of apartheid and racism, but they bring 
forward all kinds of reservations when it 
comes to taking concrete measures or action 
against the racist régimes. 
A number of States, including the German De- 
mocratic Republic, have repeatedly proved 
and underlined that racism, racial discrimina- 
tion and apartheid are not only a question of 
the violation of individual human rights, nor 
are they a question of psychopathic excesses 
of certain individuals. Racism and apartheid 
are a system-based crime against humanity 
aimed at securing the profit interests of 
monopoly capitalism, maintaining colonial ex- 
ploitation and oppression and at instigating 
the peoples and nations against each other. 
It is indeed high time to. take a common posi- 
tion and action against it. Words must be fol- 
lowed by deeds at last. The point is to 
stipulate concrete actions with the aim to 
apply fully the relevant resolutions of the 
United Nations and to implement without re- 
strictions the goals and objectives of the 
Decade for Action. 
In the view of my delegation it the planned 
World Conference which constitutes a high- 
light in the UN Decade for Action is of out- 
standing significance. Concrete and purposive 
activities should emanate from it for the final 
elimination of racism, apartheid and racial 
discrimination. My delegation is prepared to 
contribute to it. 
In the view of the GDR delegation it should 
be the task of the World Conference to strike 
a five-year balance of the Decade for Action 
and to adopt an action-oriented programme 
on the final elimination of racism, racial dis- 
crimination and apartheid. In the frame of 
this target the Conference should, among 
others, 
~ contribute to the full and universal im- 
plementation of the UN resolution on ra- 
cism, racial discrimination, apartheid, de- 


colonisation and _ self-determination and 
discuss new international measures in ac- 
cordance with the principles of the UN 
Charter to isolate and overcome the racist 
régimes; 

~ to unmask the peace-threatening role of 
the racist régimes; 

— to underline the main obstacles to the elimi- 
nation of racism and racial discrimination 
and outline ways and means for the cessa- 
tion of political, economic and military sup- 
port for the racist régimes in southern 
Africa by certain imperialist States and in- 
ternational corporations; 

— to adopt measures for increasing the help 
and support for the just struggle of the peo- 
ples in their national liberation movements 
in Namibia, Zimbabwe and South Africa. 

Further efforts of all anti-imperialist and anti- 
colonial forces are necessary for the final 
elimination of all forms of racism, including 
the odious policy of apartheid. The possibili- 
ties to fight actively against colonialism, 
racism and imperialist threat to national in- 
dependence are the greater, the more secure 
world peace is. Peace, détente and effective 
measures to end the arms race make it pos- 
sible to further develop and strengthen all 
forces for the implementation of the goals and 
objectives of the Decade for Action. There- 
fore, my delegation holds the view that this 
inseparable interrelation should be given due 
consideration in the deliberations at the forth- 
coming World Conference. 

The goals and objectives of the Decade for 

Action are in full conformity with the Charter 

of the United Nations: Its implementation is 


an important contribution to the promotion of 
human rights. It is not by chance that the 
attitude towards the racist crimes in southern 
Africa has become the touchstone of how 
seriously it is taken to stand for the respect 
of human rights. The Decade for Action to 
Combat Racism and Racial Discrimination has 
met with great support in the German Demo- 
cratic Republic. The GDR Committee of the 
Decade for Action has already carried out 
numerous measures and new initiatives are 
being prepared to support effectively the 
goals and objectives of the Decade. 

Also in future the German Democratic Repub- 
lic in accordance with its principled position 
will continue its consistent support for the 
struggle of the peoples against colonialism, 
neo-colonialism and racism. The General 
Secretary of the Central Committee of the So- 
cialist Unity Party of Germany (SED) and 
Chairman of the Council of State of the GDR 
reaffirmed this position in his message to the 
Chairman of the Special Committee of the 
United Nations against Apartheid on the oc- 
casion of the International Day for the Elimi- 
nation of Racial Discrimination. He assured 
“that the GDR just like the other socialist 
States will also in future make an active con- 
tribution towards putting an end to racial 
discrimination which has brought so much 
suffering for mankind” and that the GDR 
‘will always be a reliable ally of the peoples 
fighting for national and social liberation”. 
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From a speech delivered by Kurt Seibt, Chairman of the Central Auditing 
Commission of the Socialist Unity Party of Germany and President 

of the Solidarity Committee of the GDR, at a session of the Presidium 

of the Solidarity Committee of the GDR in Berlin 


2 May 1977 


We have summoned today’s extended session 
of the Presidium of the Solidarity Committee 
of the GDR because we consider that the time 
has come to render an account of the results 
of our work in 1976. At the same time, we 


want to discuss further tasks, the new require- 
ments of international solidarity. 

In the period that has elapsed great successes 
were achieved in the anti-imperialist libera- 
tion struggle, which we recall with joy and 
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satisfaction. Since then the struggle of the 
peoples for national and social liberation has 
by no means flagged. On the contrary, it is 
constantly expanding and is reaching new 
heights in the sixtieth year following the 
Great October Socialist Revolution. 

The débacle of US imperialism in Vietnam, 
Laos and Kampuchea has given further power- 
ful impulses to the national liberation move- 
ment in Asia, Africa and Latin America. The 
victories of the peoples of Angola, Mozambi- 
que and Guinea-Bissau over Portuguese colo- 
nialism have given an immense lift to the 
racially still oppressed peoples of southern 
Africa. The progressive development with so- 
cialist orientation emerging with increasing 
clarity in young independent states such as 
the People’s Republic of Congo, Ethiopia, 
Madagascar, Somalia and the People’s Repub- 
lic of Benin, shows the peoples the way to a 
bright future free from exploitation and op- 
pression. 

To support this development requires a great 
effort on the part of the countries of the 
socialist community as well as of all the 
world’s progressive forces. For we should not 
overlook the fact that the gains we have made 
are threatened by the attempts of imperialist 
circles to undo them. 

In considering the question of further support 
for the struggle of the peoples for freedom 
and independence and against imperialist ex- 
ploitation and oppression, we proceed from 
the assumption that if the victory of these peo- 
ples in the independence struggle is the first 


step, the second and no less decisive step is 


the consolidation of what has been won. 
Therefore we must continue our political and 
moral aid and every kind of material as- 
sistance purposefully, with increased intensity 
and with the highest effectiveness. 

Let me first say something about the solidarity 
movement in the past year. 

We can say with confidence that solidarity 
became an increasingly strong political, moral 
and material force. It lives in the actions of 
the party, the trade unions, the youth associa- 
tion and all the other public organizations. 
Even in the kindergartens the children express 
themselves in their drawings on the theme of 
solidarity, while Young Pioneers collect waste 
material and hold solidarity bazaars. In town 
and country, at protest meetings, special shifts 
and signature collecting campaigns, the idea 
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of proletarian internationalism and anti-im- 
perialist solidarity is omnipresent. In trade 
union elections and at preparations for the 
9th FDGB Congress solidarity and the 
deepening of the idea of solidarity play a pro- 
minent role. 

Throughout our country it is becoming evident 
that the Solidarity Appeal of the 9th Congress 
of the Socialist Unity Party was and is an 
occasion for citizens to intensify their inter- 
nationalist solidarity further. The core of the 
solidarity movement in the GDR is the work- 
ing class. More than 90 per cent of the over 
8 million members of the Confederation of 
Free German Trade Unions pay a monthly 
solidarity contribution. This means that the 
trade union members contribute with their 
donations to the solidarity fund 60 per cent 
of the total. 

Bourgeois newspapers in the Federal Republic 
of Germany insidiously assert that these con- 
tributions are deducted from wages. This has 
never been the case and for us would be 
simply unthinkable. The German working 
class has practised international solidarity 
from the moment it emerged as a class. I 
could produce innumerable examples but shall 
confine myself here to mentioning the support 
shown for the great strike of the English 
miners and the movement to save Sacco and 
Vanzetti in the twenties. And so, as it did 
then, the working class today practises solida- 
rity in the spirit of the concluding sentence of 
the Communist Manifesto of Marx and 
Engels ‘‘Workers of the world, unite!’ 

The example of the working class is followed 
by the cooperative farmers. At present, well 
over half a million cooperative farmers are 
supporting the struggle of the peoples for 
freedom, independence and social progress 
with monthly solidarity contributions. In this 
the nearly 5,000 solidarity action groups play 
a great role. 

The Liberal Democratic Party of Germany 
(LDPD) and the National Democratic Party of 
Germany (NDPD) announced at their recent 
party congresses that for their members it was 
a self-evident duty and honour to practise in- 
ternationalist, antiimperialist solidarity. The 
Liberal Democrats have responded impres- 
sively to the appeal of the LDPD Central Ex- 
ecutive to make a solidarity contribution in 
the period of the party elections and in honour 
of their 12th Party Congress. 870,000 marks 


was handed over to the Solidarity Committee. 
The National Democratic Party handed over a 
donation of half a million marks to the Gen- 
eral Secretary of the Solidarity Committee. 
Tradesmen too are practising solidarity with 
many and varied actions. The members of the 
Chamber of Industry and Commerce of Rostock 
county—to take but one example—have, in re- 
sponse to the Solidarity Appeal of the 9th SED 
Congress, given the keynote to a solidarity 
campaign for the year 1977 among the trades- 
men of the Baltic region with their ‘Appeal 
for Anti-imperialist Solidarity”. 

The artists and writers of our republic have 
made known their solidarity with cash dona- 
tions and works of art in the spheres of the 
plastic arts, music, film and drama. From 
this wealth of output I should like to give 
special mention to the impressive production 
of the play ‘‘The Island”, by the South African 
writer Fugard, in the Deutsches Theater in 
Berlin. 

In the case of most writers in the GDR it 
has already become a fine tradition to transfer 
the royalties for readings from their works to 
the solidarity account. 

In the course of a solidarity campaign which 
was held in November last year within the 
framework of the Intergrafik 75 Exhibition 
where 600 works by artists from 33 countries 
were on show, 10,000 marks was raised for 
the solidarity fund. 

As they have done for years, journalists in 
1976 donated a day’s wages on Solidarity Day 
in September and transferred the proceeds of 
their already traditional campaign held on the 
occasion of the anniversary of the death of 
Julius Fucik to the solidarity account. 

I should also like to note that such highly 
topical political publications as those of Pro- 
fessors Rathmann, Kossok, Voigt, Renate 
Winsche and Kramer, and Drs Babing, Mader 
and many others, which are directed against 
fascism, neo-colonialism and racism, are of 
great value to our solidarity work. 

High donations from all the anti-fascist re- 
sistance fighters who were once held in Nazi 
prisons or concentration camps or forced into 
exile, and who have personal experience of 
the power of international solidarity, regularly 
pass through the District and County Commit- 


tees of Antifascist Resistance Fighters of the 


GDR. 
Nor have the churches stood aloof. Oberlan- 


deskirchenrat von Briick and Oberkirchenrat 
Mrs Leweck donate a substantial sum every 
year to the Solidarity Committee on behalf of 
the Federation of Evangelical Churches in the 
GDR. 

Highlights of the manifold activities under- 
taken were—as in every year—the Solidarity 
Weeks with the peoples of Africa fighting for 
national and social liberation, with the strug- 
gle of the Palestinian liberation movement and 
with the national-patriotic forces of Lebanon, 
as well as with the Chilean patriots. 

A fitting end to the year 1976 was provided 
by the 19th Solidarity Request Concert held in 
December, the month of anti-imperialist soli- 
darity. Every year with this concert the 
National Executive of the Confederation of 
Free German Trade Unions and the broadcast- 
ing station ‘‘Voice of the GDR” call anew for 
increased solidarity with the peoples of Africa, 
Asia and Latin America, and with the working 
class in the capitalist countries. In request 
programmes and children’s and youth pro- 
grammes the radio broadcast affirmations of 
solidarity from millions of working people. 
Special mobile studios travelled the country, 
organizing events together with workers in 
factories, the inhabitants in residential districts 
and with children in schools. These events in- 
cluded solidarity bazaars, blood donations and 
drawing competitions. The last campaign of 
this kind yielded 8.7 million marks—an un- 
precedented amount. 

Nor are we overlooking the care and devotion 
with which doctors and hospital staff are 
caring for wounded and sick freedom fighters 
from Asia and Africa. We pay tribute to the 
many, many initiatives of children, young 
people, soldiers, working people, housewives 
and pensioners, who again and again make a 
profound impression on us with their sense of 
solidarity. 

Taken together, these uncounted initiatives 
give rise to a mighty movement of solidarity, 
which proves that the entire population of the 
GDR supports internationalism as an essential 
feature of the policy of the party and the 
government. 

Of course, it is impossible for me to list all 
the acts and proofs of solidarity in our re- 
public. But I should like to take this oppor- 
tunity to express thanks for this truly inter- 
nationalist attitute of our citizens, which also 
contributes a great deal to raising further the 
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esteem in which our republic is held. And not 
only by those who are the recipients of our 
solidarity and assistance, but by all progres- 
sive people in the world. 

If at our last session of the Presidium we were 
able to establish that donations in 1975 had 
risen considerably, today I can tell you that 
the contribution to the solidarity fund made 
by donations from the population since the 
9th SED Congress has grown even more sub- 
stantially. As a result of this extremely grati- 
fying fact the Solidarity Committee of the 
GDR has been able to support the peoples of 
Africa, the Middle East, Indochina and Latin 
America even more comprehensively and ef- 
fectively in their struggle against imperialism 
and racism, exploitation and oppression, and 
for national independence and social pro- 
gress. 

Thus, last year it was possible for us to place 
at the disposal of the fraternal Vietnamese 
people solidarity goods to the value of about 
60 million marks. The work of modernizing 
the Vietnam-GDR Friendship Hospital in 
Hanoi made substantial progress. A total of 
48 craftsmen’s workshops have been com- 
pleted to date. School equipment and teaching 
aids to the value of 2.5 million marks were 
sent.to Vietnam last year. In order to help 
consolidate the independence that has been 
won, an agreement on training 10,000 Viet- 
namese for skilled jobs has been concluded. 
For the people of Laos solidarity donations to 
the value of about 8 million marks were 
raised. 

We also supported the countries of Africa and 
the Middle East, such as Angola, Mozam- 
bique, Guinea-Bissau, the Cape Verde Islands, 
the People’s Republic of Congo, Ethiopia, 
Madagascar, Somalia and the People’s Demo- 
cratic Republic of Yemen. Nor should we omit 
to mention our support for the PLO. Besides 
the regular solidarity deliveries, which pro- 
ceeded as planned, an additional 34 charter 
planes and seven ships with solidarity cargoes 
on board were sent in 1976. 

The liberation organizations in southern Africa 
also received additional solidarity deliveries 
in support of their just struggle. 

We have continued the increased deliveries 
this year. In the first few months 14 charter 
planes and two special ships have departed 
with solidarity goods aboard. One of the ways 
in which we are helping the newly indepen- 
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dent states is with medicines, hospital equip- 
ment and ambulances for use in building up a 
system of health care. Medical personnel—from 
doctors to nurses—are being trained in the 
GDR. Freedom fighters who have been 
wounded in the struggle for the independence 
of their homeland, are being cared for in GDR 
hospitals. In 1976 these included 90 soldiers 
of the Angola people's liberation armed forces 
and about 100 fighters of the Palestine Libera- 
tion Organization. In February 1977 we took 
another 55 wounded from Angola. 

Last year we consistently continued with our 
deliveries to the Middle East. With the vac- 
cines, clothing, blankets and tents brought to 
Beirut in eight special Interflug planes, we 
supported the Palestine Liberation Organiza- 
tion and the national-patriotic forces of Le- 
banon in their struggle against the bloody 
machinations of imperialism and Arab reac- 
tion. We were also able to extend political, 
moral and material aid to the Chilean patriots 
in their steadfast struggle against the Pinochet 
regime. In the period under review over 20 
million marks was used to cover the needs of 
those Chileans whom the Pinochet clique was 
forced to release from its jails under the pres- 
sure of world democratic opinion and who 
subsequently came to the GDR. At present, 
there are about 1,500 Chileans living in the 
German Democratic Republic, pursuing their 
occupations. They also have the opportunity 
to add to their qualifications according to their 
desires and abilities. 

So much for examples of our material support. 
I believe we can be proud of these successes. 
But I also believe that the political situation 
and the tasks it gives rise to necessitate a 
further development of the solidarity move- 
ment in our republic. The crisis of imperial- 
ism’s overall relations with the newly liberated 
nations is constantly growing more acute. At 
the same time as the remnants of the colonial 
system are being eliminated, the system and 
mechanisms of neo-colonialism are already 
being seriously placed in question. Imperialism 
is increasingly losing control over the produc- 
tion, trade and natural resources of the coun- 
tries of Africa, Asia and Latin America, al- 
though the struggle is a bitter one involving 
sudden changes of fortune. 

The counter-attacks of imperialism, which in 
recent times have gained ground in the Middle 
East as a result of a conspiracy between re- 


actionary regimes and the USA, as in the case 
of Egypt, and which are becoming more and 
more noticeable in the liberated countries of 
Africa, make it urgently necessary for us to 
consider how we can help more effectively. 

In addition there are the difficult economic 
and social conditions in which the new process 
of construction in the liberated countries is 
being carried on. The former Portuguese 
colonies, for example, which despite the short 
period of their political independence belong 
to. the most progressive countries in Africa, 
are still suffering heavily from the effects 
of colonial economic mismanagement. The 
mass withdrawal of specialists and the effects 
of the colonial wars have left a grim legacy. 
Frequently, there is a lack of vitally necessary 
goods. Some 80 per cent of the population are 
peasants who overwhelmingly use traditional 
methods of production and practise a simple 
subsistence economy. The working class, as in 
almost all African countries, is as yet little 
developed. It is true that the new states have 
rich deposits of minerals, but these are still 
hardly exploited. One of the most serious 
problems consists in the lack of trained per- 
sonnel for state administration and economic 
management. This also explains why even 
existing industrial capacity is used insuffi- 
ciently or not at all. This problem is further 
aggravated by widespread illiteracy. 

Our solidarity must therefore be increasingly 
directed at helping to overcome the difficulties 
in these countries. For this reason we call upon 
you, dear Presidium members, the Confedera- 
tion of Free German Trade Unions, the Free 
German Youth, the Women’s Democratic 
Federation, all public organizations and all 
state institutions, to discuss in their various 
fields of work the political content of our 
solidarity and to make clear the increased 
demands made of it, in order to achieve an 
even higher contribution to the support of the 
national liberation struggle. 

There are more and more people, who have a 
very high level of understanding of our inter- 
nationalist class duty, in favour of doing 
everything, in close association with the 
Soviet Union and the other socialist countries 
as well as with all the democratic forces in the 
world, to support with all means the struggle 
of the peoples of Africa, Asia and Latin 
America against imperialism and aggression, 
against fascism, colonialism and racism, for 


national liberation and social progress, so that 
it may be crowned with success. 

A convincing expression of the effectiveness 
of our internationalist solidarity is its visible 
influence on the further alteration of the world 
constellation of forces in favour of socialism. 
The victory of the peoples of Vietnam, Laos 
and Kampuchea shattered the imperialist plan 
of rolling back the world socialist system from 
the Asian periphery. 

With the reunification of the country and the 
proclamation of the socialist republic, Vietnam 
has become the world’s third largest socialist 
state. It possesses high revolutionary authority 
and is an important factor of peace and pro- 
gress in Asia. 

Last year socialist Cuba made further steps 
towards the consolidation of the socialist 
social order with the referendum on the con- 
stitution, the elections to the National Assem- 
bly, and the creation of new organs of govern- 
ment. 

Fidel Castro’s visit to Berlin and Moscow 
following upon his tour of various progressive 
African states and the content of the friendly 
talks held with him have proved once again 
the power of the idea that unites us and the 
strength united action lends us. 

With ever-increasing scope and at an ever- 
increasing rate national and social revolutions 
are sweeping across the African continent. 
The victories of the people’s liberation forces 
over Portuguese colonialism in Angola and 
Mozambique, in Guinea-Bissau and the Cape 
Verde Islands, and in SAo Tomé and Principe, 
show a clearly defined progressive develop- 
ment in the direction of scientific socialism. 

In such countries as the People’s Republic of 
Congo, Ethiopia and Madagascar... the social 
content of the national liberation revolutions 
is being deepened. These revolutionary suc- 
cesses give new hope and strong impetus to 
the liberation organizations in the last citadels 
of racism and colonialism in southern Africa-— 
in Zimbabwe, Namibia and the Republic of 
South Africa. There too the peoples no longer 
have any intention of being an object of ex- 
ploitation by the international monopolies and 
of living under the scourge of racism. The 
struggle against racism and apartheid, for the 
implementation of human rights and human 
dignity is mounting in intensity. The South 
African ANC, the Patriotic Front of Zimbabwe, 
and SWAPO in. Namibia harbour no more 
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illusions than we do about the difficulties and 
sacrifices involved in their liberation struggle. 
But there is one thing we are all certain of: 
from the historical point of view, the days of 
the racist regimes in Rhodesia, Namibia and 
the Republic of South Africa are numbered. 
Today the barbaric imperialist racist regime 
and those who support it for the sake of 
gigantic profits stand pilloried before the 
whole world. They stand accused and will be 
condemned. And the altered balance of forces 
in the world and the liberation struggle of the 
peoples will bring about a situation in which 
indictment and verdict will not be without 
result. 

The Middle East is now as before one of the 
focal points in the historical confrontation be- 
tween progress and reaction. 

We can say with assurance that imperialism, 
despite the aggressive wars that have taken 
place, has been unable to restore its earlier 
dominion. It is true that it has become pos- 
sible for imperialism and Arab reaction, by 
delaying a political solution of the Middle 
East conflict, to deal heavy blows to the libe- 
ration movement by unleashing a bloody 
civil war in Lebanon. But they have been 
unable to achieve their aim of physically 
destroying the Palestine Liberation Organiza- 
tion in the face of worldwide anti-imperialist 
solidarity. On the contrary, the international 
recognition of the PLO is making progress. 
As regards the relationship of forces in the 
Middle East, the chief tendency is also deter- 
mined by the fact that a number of countries 
are embarking on the progressive road of 
development. Thus, for example, the National 
Front United Political Organization of the 
People’s Democratic Republic of Yemen has 
placed itself on the firm foundation of scien- 
tific socialism. In some countries, such as Iraq 
and Syria, National Fronts have been formed. 
Further successes consist in the fact that the 
position of the international monopolies—above 
all the oil monopolies—was substantially 
weakened. As is generally known, Iraq and 
Libya have nationalized the oil extraction in- 
dustry. 

The successes of the peoples and the liberation 
movements prove that the attempts of reaction 
to halt this development are doomed to 
failure. 

But imperialism refuses to be reconciled to its 
defeats. It is desperately resisting every ad- 
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vance. Besides its political, diplomatic and 
ideological counteroffensive, it is also trying, 
above all, to hold on to its positions by means 
of economic pressure. It turns to military 
force, as in southern Africa, in the Middle 
East, in Ethiopia, and recently also in Zaire, 
where it attempts to justify its. interference 
by gross calumnies against the socialist coun- 
tries, especially the Soviet Union, Cuba and 
the GDR. It stirs up centres of tension, as in 
Cyprus, and stage-manages military putches, 
as in Thailand. Just a few months ago we were 
witnesses to scenes of inhuman brutality and 
scarcely imaginable human suffering: the 
destruction of the Palestinian refugee camp 
Tall Zaatar in Lebanon, where thousands of 
human lives were snuffed out, the attack by 
Southern Rhodesian mercenaries on the village 
of Nhagomia in Mozambique, where over 600 
refugees from Rhodesia were butchered; we 
were witnesses to the bloody response of the 
South African racists to the mass demonstra- 
tions of the black population of Soweto and 
other townships. However far apart these 
places may be, their names stand for the in- 
humanity of a system which is called im- 
perialism. Imperialism poses as a defender of 
human rights, while everywhere trampling 
them underfoot. It intensifies its reign of 
terror where it can, and does not shrink even 
from murder. We feel indignation, revulsion 
and grief at the cowardly murders of such 
outstanding leaders of the national liberation 
movement as Jason Moyo, Marien N’Gouabi, 
Kamal Jumblat, and others. 

In a number of South and Central American 
countries imperialism is setting up fascist re- 
gimes, as in Chile, Paraguay and Uruguay. 
There too progressive personalities, people 
who rebel against the yoke, are cruelly per- 
secuted, thrown into prison and murdered. In 
the face of these hideous crimes we call upon 
all to show increased internationalist soli- 
darity. 

World-wide solidarity is a broad barrier 
against all the forces of reaction and is one 
of the most important and necessary ways of 
guaranteeing nations a truly independent 
development, by ensuring their successful 
advance along the road towards consolidating 
independence and social progress. 

For this reason the Programme of the Socialist 
Unity Party of Germany formulates as one of 
the fundamental tasks of the foreign policy 


of our socialist state the extension of soli- 
darity and support to the social and national 
liberation movements in the world and close 
cooperation with the newly liberated nations. 
Solidarity today is an international factor with 
which those who want to put the clock back 
must reckon. The power of international soli- 
darity is turning out to be stronger than its 
enemies. 

There have been many proofs of this in recent 
times. Let us cast our minds back to those 
uplifting moments of 17 December 1976 when 
the news travelled round the world: ‘Luis 
Corvalan is free!’ For three long years, to- 
gether with progressive humanity, we had 
fought for that day. For three years we had 
devoted ourselves with voice, hand and heart 
to the cause of Comrade Corvalan. 

Millions and millions of people demanded of 
the Pinochet junta: Freedom for Luis Corva- 
lan! This demand came from every point of 
the compass; it came from workers, peasants, 
intellectuals, children. How mighty solidarity 
turned out to be! 

The junta could not withstand it. It was forced 
to release our Comrade Luis Corvalan. World- 
wide solidarity won another victory; a victory 
that gives notice that fascists and other ene- 
mies of humanity can no longer commit any 
crime against freedom, peace and human 
rights, as they would like to do. This is an 
encouragement to all progressive people to 
say loud and clear: Yes, it is worth fighting, 
tor we shall win! 

Comrade Luis Corvalan, whom we welcomed 
in our republic with great enthusiasm and 
warmth in our hearts, said at the impressive 
mass meeting in the Palace of the Republic: 
‘The solidarity shown us by the Soviet Union, 
the GDR, Cuba, other socialist countries and 
the progressive forces of all five continents 
is a great encouragement to us Chileans and 
gives us fresh impetus in our struggle against 
the fascist dictatorship.” And we-can assure 
Comrade Corvalan that we shall bring all the 
strength of our solidarity to bear in order to 
contribute to the downfall of the Pinochet 
regime. 

The new African states that have emerged 
from the former Portuguese colonies are play- 
ing—as we all know~—an outstanding role in the 
total liberation of Africa and in the revolu- 
tionary process in the world at large. In 
particular the victory of the patriots in Angola 


over foreign imperialist intervention and 
domestic reaction inspired the forces of pro- 
gress on the African continent. 

The Angolan patriots have impressively rein- 
forced the thesis that no one can break the 
determination of peoples to win their freedom 
any longer. In Angola the limitations on im- 
perialism’s ability to reverse the results of the 
national liberation struggle were once again 
clearly revealed. When the successes of the 
Angolan freedom fighters led by the MPLA 
made themselves felt and the People’s Repub- 
lic of Angola was proclaimed, the worst forces 
of world reaction united against the young 
state-from the South African racists to the 
North American and Western European neo- 
colonialists. It was possible to repulse the open 
military aggression of this alliance, which was 
also linked with domestic reaction. It was 
perfectly natural that the USSR, Cuba and the 
other socialist states should stand at the side 
of Angola at a time when the latter was en- 
gaged in a hard struggle to assert its freedom, 
independence and territorial integrity. Here 
too our alliance turned out to be stronger. 

It is true that the motives for our solidarity 
were slandered the more furiously by our op- 
ponents the more effective our assistance turn- 
ed out to be and the more clearly the scale of 
their defeat was revealed. 

However, it is not the socialist countries but 
precisely their detractors who have their eyes 
on Angola’s rich mineral resources, on the 
vast deposits of oil, diamonds and uranium 
ore. Our efforts are aimed at helping the 
young People’s Republic of Angola, which 
today has a clear social orientation and has 
placed the founding of a Marxist-Leninist 
party on the agenda, with counsel and practi- 
cal measures to build up a new social order, 
free from exploitation and oppression, which 
will enable it to benefit itself from the riches 
of its country. For us this is more than a dic- 
tate of the heart. It is the fulfilment of our 
class duty and loyalty to proletarian inter- 
nationalism. There can be no better response 
to the thanks of the President of the People’s 
Republic of Angola, Dr Agostinho Neto, to 
Erich Honecker, the party and state leadership 
and the people of the GDR for the long years 
of continuous solidarity, than intensified soli- 
darity with a people which is picking itself 
up and is linked to the German Democratic 
Republic by ties of friendship. 
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In Mozambique the situation is similar to that 
in Angola. When the liberation front FRELI- 
MO took power, it found itself faced with 
chaos: a lop-sided economy, a backward 
agriculture, ignorance, diseases, under- 
nourishment. And even that is not the whole 
legacy of colonial rule. 

The most important task set by FRELIMO’s 
Third Congress was to eliminate foreign pre- 
dominance in the economy and the economic 
dependence on imperialist countries, to shatter 
the old colonial state apparatus and to build 
up a new state apparatus of a new type. These 
are tasks which basically face all countries 
liberated from colonialism and neo-colonial- 
ism, and it is in tackling them that they need 
our help most. The President of the People’s 
Republic of Mozambique and President of 
FRELIMO, Samora Machel, described the 
socialist community of states as a secure 
strategic rear area of the oppressed peoples 
and classes, and as the decisive force isolating 
imperialism in the world arena and promoting 
the liberation struggle. 

We can assure the comrades in Mozambique 
that in us they have true friends at their side 
on their difficult way to a bright future. 
The Ethiopian revolution, too, which in recent 
weeks has been faced with the difficult task 
of finally crushing the counter-revolution, 
needs and deserves our comprehensive soli- 
darity and support. It too has to face the 
hostility of all the reactionary forces, from 
American imperialism to Arab reaction. 
While visiting Ethiopia with a delegation I 
had the opportunity of observing at first hand 
the struggle of the Ethiopian people to over- 
come the legacy of centuries of feudal domina- 
tion, to build up a progressive social order 
and to defend the gains of the national demo- 
cratic revolution against all attacks by external 
and domestic reaction. 

Even if one takes into account all the differ- 
ences and contradictions in the development 
of these nations, one finds that the rapid 
tempo at which social changes are taking place 
and the orientation of many of their leading 
forces towards scientific socialism are domi- 
nant features. 


Thus on the sixtieth anniversary of Red Octo- 
ber we see more clearly than ever that the 
progressive forces in the world are reaping 
the fruits of their decades of struggle. 
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“The world is literally changing before our 
very eyes, and it is changing for the better’, 
noted Comrade Leonid Ilyich Brezhnev at the 
25th Congress of the CPSU. 

The events on the international arena prove 
this just as much as the Marxist-Leninist 
thesis—reaffirmed at the 25th Congress of the 
CPSU, the 9th Congress of the SED, and at the 
congresses of the other fraternal socialist par- 
ties—that the strengthening of the world so- 
cialist system is leading to an increasingly 
close cooperation with the other main revolu- 
tionary currents; the working class in the 
capitalist countries and the national liberation 
movement. And this is determining to an ever 
increasing extent the course of world 
politics. 

The example of socialism as it really exists 
provides millions of fighters with support and 
orientation. 

The successes of the policy of peaceful coexis- 
tence—despite all machinations of the enemies 
of détente~are increasingly reducing the pres- 
sure of the Cold War on the working class in 
the capitalist countries, whose political room 
for manoeuvre is consequently greater. The 
security and stability of our type of society 
act aS a rousing example. The continuous 
economic growth of the CMEA countries 
makes it possible to extend increasingly solid 
assistance to economically less developed 
countries in their bid for industrialization. 
Also the conclusion of the package of treaties 
normalizing the European situation, the world- 
wide diplomatic recognition of the GDR, and 
the successful holding of the conference on 
security and cooperation in Helsinki are 
strategic successes for the cause of peace and 
progress, and have inflicted a defeat on the 
imperialist policy of ‘‘roll back’’ in Europe. 
All this creates good conditions and ever bet- 
ter opportunities for our solidarity movement 
and for our concrete work, but it also—as I 
mentioned before—demands even greater ef- 
forts on our part. 

The most important task of our solidarity 
movement is to contribute actively to the 
attainment of the goal set by the 9th Congress 
of the SED: ‘‘Anti-imperialist solidarity with 
all peoples fighting for their national and 
social liberation and active support for the 
progressive and revolutionary forces in the 
world in the spirit of proletarian inter- 
nationalism.” 


The important points now are these: 


1. The focus of our solidarity work is com- 
prehensive support for the new progressive 
states whose development is oriented towards 
socialism. We are providing increased assist- 
ance in the building up of a national economy 
and a democratic state apparatus in Angola 
and Mozambique, in Guinea-Bissau and the 
Cape Verde Islands, in Sado Tomé and Principe. 
We are supporting on the basis of solidarity 
the People’s Democratic Republic of Yemen, 
the People’s Republic of Congo, Ethiopia, 
Madagascar, Somalia and other countries. 


2. Our efforts are directed towards eliminat- 
ing all forms of colonialism and racism. We 
stand firmly at the side of the peoples of 
Zimbabwe, Namibia and South Africa, who 
are fighting under the leadership of their 
liberation organizations for the liquidation of 
the last colonial-fascist and racist regimes on 
the African continent. 

We actively support the demands for the for- 
mation of a national democratic state of the 
people of Zimbabwe, for the ending of the 
illegal occupation of Namibia by the Republic 
of South Africa, and for the ending of the 
shameful policy of apartheid in South Africa 
itself. 


3. Comprehensive support for the Socialist 
Republic of Vietnam must also be continued. 
This is particularly urgent in view of the 
severe drought prevailing there and the high 
harvest losses resulting from it. The attain- 
ment of the goals which the 4th Congress of 
the Communist Party of Vietnam has set itself 
for the bui'ding of socialism is wholly in the 
interests of our socialist cause. Hence the 
slogan: ‘Solidarity with Vietnam—now more 
than ever!’ 


4. We are also continuing our resolute support 
for the just cause of the Arab peoples, 
especially the Arab people of Palestine. We 
demand the return by Israel of all the Arab 
territories occupied in 1967 and the recogni- 
tion of the inalienable rights of the Palestinian 
people. 

We see in the reconvening of the Geneva Con- 
ference the only realistic road to bringing 
about a political solution of the conflict. 

We are showing unqualified solidarity with the 
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resistance struggle of the Arab population in 
the territories occupied by Israel and support 
the Palestine Liberation Organization as the 
only legitimate representative of the Palesti- 
nian people in their just struggle for the legi- 
timate national rights of the Palestinian 
people, including their right to found their 
own state. 


5. Solidarity with the Chilean patriots also oc- 
cupies now as before a special position. 

In a conversation with Comrade Luis Corva- 
lan, Comrade Erich Honecker described this 
solidarity as ‘one of the greatest social move- 
ments in the history of the GDR”. 

Our contribution to the overthrow of the Pino- 
chet regime is the constant exposure of the 
fascist practices of the junta. The main attack 
is to be directed above all at the continuing 
violation of human rights, especially as re- 
gards the practice of abducting Chilean anti- 
fascists and patriots and the struggle for: the 
restoration of trade union rights. 

At the same time, it goes without saying, we 
must do all we can for all the Chilean patriots 
who have been compelled to leave their home- 
land. In the same way our solidarity goes out 
to the patriots of Uruguay and to other Latin 
American peoples in their struggle against the 
fascist and terrorist dictatorship of their coun- 
tries. 

Highlights of our solidarity this year are once 
again the “‘Week of Solidarity with the Peo- 
ples of Africa in their Struggle for National 
and Social Liberation”, lasting from 23 to 28 
May, the ‘““‘Week of Solidarity with All Anti- 
imperialist Forces in the Middle East in their 
Struggle for a Just Peace and Social Progress”, 
lasting from 1 to 7 June, and the ‘’Week of 
Solidarity with the Chilean People” in Sep- 
tember. 

We are actively cooperating with the Afro- 
Asian People’s Solidarity Organization 
(AAPSO) and supporting its initiatives in the 
anti-imperialist liberation struggle. 

These are all tasks which we have to tackle 
together. We therefore appeal to all public 
organizations and institutions in our republic 
to implant the idea of anti-imperialist soli- 
darity and proletarian internationalism even 
more firmly in the hearts and minds of our 
citizens. 

We are convinced that the representatives of 
press, radio, television and all the mass media 
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will keep coming up with new ideas for pro- 
moting the aim of anti-imperialist solidarity 
with all means and opportunities at their dis- 
posal. The radio’s solidarity request pro- 
gramme was a great success in 1976. But we 
shall not be content to rest on our laurels 
and will prove it once again in the year of the 
sixtieth anniversary of Red October. 

The workers of the capital are enthusiastically 
engaged in doing just that. In the first three 
months FDGB members donated 8.3 million 
marks—i.e. 15 per cent more than in the same 
period last year—to solidarity. Numerous col- 
lectives transferred 3 per cent of their annual 
bonuses to the solidarity account. Similar re- 
ports have been received from branches of the 
Confederation of Free German Trade Unions 
in other parts of the country. 

In the other mass organizations too, and last 


but not least in all our political parties, the 
efforts being made for solidarity are being in- 
tensified. 

We appeal to you, dear Presidium members, 
and to all honorary associates of the Solidarity 
Committee, to do everything you possibly can 
so that the solidarity movement in our repub- 
lic continues to grow in such a way, that the 
political and moral support extended to the 
liberation struggle of the peoples will become 
even more effective and the material results 
even more extensive. 

We are facing great and noble tasks in this 
and the coming years. Through collective 
thinking and action we shall master them and 
prove the truth of our slogan: ‘Solidarity 
brings victory nearer!” 


GDR Solidarity Committee Archives 


Communication from the GDR on assistance given to the oppressed 
people of South Africa, and on the observance of the relevant 


UN resolutions 


Ref.: Memorandum of the UN Secretary-General PO 230 SOAF 2-2-1 


12 May 1977 


The struggle against colonialist and racist op- 
pression in the south of Africa has entered a 
decisive stage. More favourable conditions 
have emerged for the implementation of the 
right to self-determination of the peoples of 
South Africa, Namibia and Zimbabwe as a re- 
sult of the elimination of the Portuguese colo- 
nial empire, the activities of the national lib- 
eration movements and increasing solidarity 
from all over the world. 

The racist regimes are trying to maintain their 
rule by stepped-up terrorism within the coun- 
try and increased aggressiveness against sover- 
eign neighbouring states. In this situation, the 
peoples fighting for their freedom need an 
even more effective political, moral and mate- 
rial assistance by the United Nations Organi- 
zation and its member states. The German 
Democratic Republic stands firmly at the side 
of those peoples. This was reaffirmed in a 
message of greetings addressed to the World 
Conference Against Apartheid, Racism and 
Colonialism in Lisbon by Erich Honecker, 
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General Secretary of the Central Committee of 
the Socialist Unity Party of Germany and 
Chairman of the Council of State of the GDR. 
He stated in the message: ‘“The German De- 
mocratic Republic has at all times actively 
supported the struggle of the peoples of Zim- 
babwe, Namibia and South Africa against the 
racist regimes there, against the hated prac- 
tice of apartheid and against neo-colonialist 
plots, and for the fulfilment of United Nations 
resolutions on the elimination of racism .and 
colonialism, and it will continue to display 
active solidarity with this struggle.” 

The United Nations Organization has ostra- 
cized the illegal South African racist regime 
and condemned it as an aggressor, stating re- 
peatedly that its policy grossly violates human 
rights and endangers peace. Ever new cases 
of imprisonment, torture and slaughter of 
people who just demand their fundamental 
rights arouse indignation and protests in the 
world public. Military encroachments on 
neighbouring countries are increasing. Oc- 


cupied Namibia is developed to serve as a 
base for aggression. The Vorster regime per- 
manently violates the embargo imposed on 
South Rhodesia, delivering arms which are 
used to kill the liberation fighters of Zim- 
babwe. That outraging disregard for United 
Nations decisions is a provocation of the Orga- 
nization, which requires due response. There- 
fore, the German Democratic Republic ad- 
vocates appropriate measures in accordance 
with Chapter VII of the Charter of the United 
Nations, including the implementation of an 
active arms embargo. 
Convinced of the need for international isola- 
tion to force the racist regime to give up its 
policy, the German Democratic Republic does 
not maintain diplomatic, consular or any other 
relations with the Republic of South Africa. 
Instead, it closely cooperates with the legiti- 
mate representatives of the peoples of South 
Africa, Namibia and Zimbabwe. 
The continuation and intensification of co- 
operation with South Africa by certain states 
is detrimental to the liberation struggle in 
southern Africa. The majority of United Na- 
tions members rightly takes the view that 
those states share responsibility for the racist 
oppression and brazen exploitation of the 
South African people. With a view to the 
elimination of colonialism and racism in 
southern Africa, the German Democratic Re- 
public opposes any attempt to upgrade the 
Vorster regime by involving it in international 
negotiations and talks. The German Demo- 
cratic Republic supports the forces who fight 
against neo-colonialist manoeuvres aimed at 
maintaining the old rule and imperialist 
strongholds in Africa. 
The German Democratic Republic uses its 
membership in the UN Special Committee 
against Apartheid and in other international 
bodies to work for the implementation of the 
right to self-determination of the peoples in 
southern Africa and for the elimination of the 
inhuman policies pursued by the regime of 
apartheid. In this spirit the German Demo- 
cratic Republic took the floor several times in 
the United Nations Security Council. The GDR 
attaches great importance to solidarity with the 
fighting people of South Africa. It proposes 
that the results of conferences such as the 
— Extraordinary Solidarity Conference with 
the People of South Africa, held in Addis 
Ababa in October 1976, and the 
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—~ World Conference against Apartheid, Rac- 
ism and Colonialism, held in Lisbon in June 
1977 

should be duly taken into account in United 

Nations resolutions. 

Direct assistance by the German Democratic 

Republic to the peoples in southern Africa and 

their national liberation movements is rendered 

in many forms: 

— Large numbers of students are training at 
universities, higher institutes and technical 
schools in the GDR; 

— Since the beginning of 1976, more than 
250 combatants from the People’s Repub- 
lic of Mozambique, the People’s Republic 
of Angola and of SWAPO of Namibia re- 
ceived medical treatment in this country; 

— The ANC (South Africa) is assisted in pub- 
lishing its periodical SECHABA and other 
information and documentation material; 

— Since January 1976, additional solidarity 
consignments were sent to Africa on 51 
chartered aircraft and 8 chartered ships. 
They included, among other items, chil- 
dren’s clothes worth 4 million marks and 
food for children worth 8 million marks; 

— The national liberation movements received 
medicaments and medical apparatus worth 
22 million marks. 

The GDR Committe for the Decade for Action 

to Combat Racism and Racial Discrimination, 

which was founded in 1974, engaging in a 

variety of national and international activi- 

ties, has been making important contributions 
to the political and moral support of the South 

African people. It played a prominent part in 

organizing a much noticed conference on the 

subject “‘The Imperialist Nature of Racism in 

Southern Africa’, at the Humboldt University 

of Berlin in June 1976. The Committee pre- 

pares studies and information material relat- 
ing to subjects such as 

— the struggle of trade unions against the ef- 
forts of transnational corporations to main- 
tain racial discrimination in southern Africa; 

— the exploitation of women in the African ter- 
ritories ruled by racist regimes; 

— against racism and racial discrimination— 
Decade for Action of the United Nations. 
The GDR mass media do important work in 
the interest of solidarity with the peoples 
fighting for their freedom and independence. 
They report comprehensively on crimes com- 
mitted by the racists and on growing resis- 
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tance by the peoples in southern Africa against 
those hated regimes. The radio broadcasts a 
special series on the topic ‘‘racism in the pil- 
lory’. The television network showed such 
documentary films as ‘‘The forgotten colony”, 
“Tf they find me I don’t cry” and ‘All we 
need is freedom’. These films were also made 
available to the liberation movements and to 
the United Nations. Numerous articles on 
questions of the struggle against colonialism, 
racism and apartheid are published in scien- 
tific periodicals. In 1975/76, 20 such articles 
were published in the periodical ‘Asia, Africa, 
Latin America” alone. The dissemination of 
information about the struggle against the 


policy of apartheid is promoted by regularly 
translating into German and by printing leaf- 
lets for the Centre against Apartheid. 
Consistently pursuing its policy, the GDR will 
continue supporting, to the best of its abili- 
ties, the struggle the South African people are 
waging under the leadership of the African 
National Congress (ANC) to eliminate the 
regime of apartheid and to enforce their legit- 
imate demands for freedom and self-determi- 
nation. 


Archives of the Ministry of Foreign Attairs 
of the GDR 


Speech delivered by the head of the GDR delegation, Hans-Jiirgen Weitz, 
at the UN Conference on Support for the Peoples of Zimbabwe and 
Namibia, held in Maputo from 16 May to 21 May 1977 


16 May 1977 


The fact that this United Nations conference 
in support of the peoples of Zimbabwe and 
Namibia is held in Maputo, a place in a direct 
vicinity to the peoples of Zimbabwe and Na- 
mibia fighting for their liberation, impres- 
sively symbolizes the victorious advance of 
the cause of national and social liberation 
under the conditions of the changing balance 
of forces in the world. 

This development which is characterized by 
the growing decay of the imperialist ruling 
system and by the realization of the noblest 
ideals of mankind in an ever larger part of 
our earth had its starting point in the Great 
October Socialist Revolution whose 60th an- 
niversary is celebrated this year by all forces 
of peace and progress. 

The socialist German Democratic Republic 
views its active participation in this conference 
as an integral part of its foreign policy re- 
affirmed by the Ninth Congress of the Social- 
ist Unity Party of Germany. At this Congress 
the General Secretary of the Party’s Central 
Committee and Chairman of the Council of 
State of the GDR, Erich Honecker, declared 
that ‘“‘the German Democratic Republic will 
always give unswerving support to those who 
fight against imperialism and colonialism and 
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for national liberation on all continents’. He 
emphasized that the GDR is on the side of all 
African peoples who are defending their 
rights to national sovereignty and social prog- 
ress against racism, neo-colonialism or im- 
perialist aggression. The policy of strengthen- 
ing peace and international security pursued 
by the socialist states is naturally linked with 
the support for the peoples struggling for 
national and social liberation. The GDR has 
nothing in common with the colonialist and 
neo-colonialist practices of German imperialism 
as they are known by the African peoples 
sufficiently. 

At present we are witness of a growing danger 
to peace emanating from the racist regimes. 
The Vorster regime is resorting to ever more 
brutal means of oppressing and suppressing 
the peoples of South Africa and of the ille- 
gally occupied Namibia. Thousands of fighters 
against the apartheid regime are being kept 
in prison in South Africa. In Namibia the 
henchmen of the Vorster regime do not shrink 
from executing death sentences on members 
of SWAPO, the sole legitimate representative 
of the people of Namibia recognized by the 
United Nations. 

Similar reports on methods of bestial oppres- 


sion come from Southern Rhodesia. These 
crimes are not just violations of individual 
human rights which certain forces try to find 
out where they do not exist, but they are 
crimes against humanity. However, also these 
fascist methods of racist and colonial oppres- 
sion cannot destroy the militant will of the 
peoples in southern Africa as was impres- 
sively shown by the mighty uprising in So- 
weto and elsewhere. 

The victory of the peoples of Mozambique 
and Angola and the fundamental anti-impe- 
rialist position of the front-line states is a 
brilliant symbol for the oppressed peoples of 
South Africa, Namibia and Zimbabwe. Vorster 
and Smith, therefore, continue to launch and 
to plan to launch aggressions against inde- 
pendent African states. Obviously these peace- 
breakers have not learned anything from their 
defeat when they attempted to smash the Peo- 
ple’s Republic of Angola. 

Recently the regimes in South Africa and 
Southern Rhodesia, in joint actions with other 
opponents of the national liberation move- 
ments, have been increasing their efforts to 
deprive the liberation struggle in Zimbabwe 
and Namibia of its social content and to estab- 
lish in these countries neo-colonialist puppet 
regimes. Acting in such a way the exploitation 
of the human and natural ressources by the 
international monopolies in southern Africa 
should be ensured even for the future. Is the 
plundering of Africa’s natural ressources 
compatible with the now often heard slogan 
‘Africa for the Africans?” 

Relevant United Nations documents, as the 
recently adopted resolution ‘On the activities 
of transnational corporations in southern 
Africa and their collaboration with the racist 
minority regimes in that area” give an un- 
equivocal answer. 

A growing danger to Africa follows from the 
military build-up of the racist regimes. It is an 
utmost dangerous fact that in South Africa 
the strongest military-industrial complex has 
been established with the help of imperialist 
circles. The urgency to adopt a mandatory 
and comprehensive arms embargo against 
South Africa and to cease any military or 
nuclear cooperation with the racist regime is 
growing day by day. It is more imperative 


than ever before to apply enforcement meas- 
ures against the apartheid regime in accord- 
ance with chapter VII of the United Nations 
Charter. 

Is it not a paradox when on the one hand the 
Vorster regime, the staunchest backer of the 
Smith regime, is granted comprehensive eco- 
nomic and military assistance, and on the 
other hand the peoples fighting for their 
rights recognized by the United Nations are 
refused the right to armed struggle? Some 
states do not even hinder nationals of theirs 
to be recruited as mercenaries for the armed 
oppression of the peoples of Namibia and Zim- 
babwe. 

There are also other attempts being made to 
gain time in order to create the preconditions 
for the continuation of the exploitation and 
oppression in neo-colonialist forms. 

We fully share the view of SWAPO of Nami- 
bia and the patriotic forces of Zimbabwe that 
this cannot be a question of so-called accept- 
able compromises, but that it is the question 
of solving the current problems which are a 
danger to peace and security. Everyone who 
is seriously interested in the liquidation of 
colonialism and racism in the South of Africa 
and the implementation of the right of those 
peoples to self-determination should clearly 
stand up for the overall recognition of the 
liberation movements and should give them 
full support for the implementation of their 
legitimate rights. 

The German Democratic Republic as a part 
of the socialist community of states is con- 
vinced that the alliance of the African peoples 
whose interests lay in the strengthening of 
their unity on an anti-imperialist basis, to- 
gether with the socialist states and the other 
anti-imperialist forces in the world is a firm 
guarantee for the victory of the peoples of 
Namibia and Zimbabwe, too. 

We are confident that new impetus serving 
this aim will come from this important con- 
ference which was convened at the initiative 
of the Committee of 24 and the Council for 
Namibia. 


Archives of the Ministry of Foreign Aftairs 
of the GDR 
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Joint declaration on questions of solidarity issued by the Solidarity 
Committee of the GDR, the National Executive of the Confederation 

of Free German Trade Unions (FDGB), the National Council of the 
National Front, the Central Council of the Free German Youth (FDJ), 

the Peace Council of the GDR, the International Friendship League 

of the GDR, the GDR Committee for the UN Decade of Action to Combat 
Racism and Racial Discrimination and the GDR Committee 


for Human Rights 


23 May 1977 


On behalf of the millions of citizens of the 
German Democratic Republic and on behalf 
of our organizations, we extend our sincere 
greetings to the peoples of the African con- 
tinent on the occasion of the Week of Solidar- 
ity with the Struggle of the Peoples of Africa 
for National and Social Liberation. They may 
rest assured that we will do all in our might 
to support their just struggle against imperial- 
ism, neo-calonialism, colonialism, racism and 
apartheid, for peace and social progress 
through our active anti-imperialist solidar- 
ity. 

The victory of the Great October Socialist 
Revolution was the decisive starting point for 
the tremendous impetus the national libera- 
tion movement received. Today, after 60 years, 
we can state with great satisfaction that the 
balance of forces which has changed in favour 
of the forces of peace, democracy, national 
liberation and social progress gave rise to 
further profound political and socio-economic 
changes. 

The outstanding victories of the African peo- 
ples, especially the peoples of Angola, Mo- 
zambique, Guinea-Bissau, the Cape Verde 
Islands and Sao Tome and Principe, have pro- 
vided a new strong impetus to the national 
liberation movement in southern Africa and 
made the last bastions of racism and apartheid 
rock. Faced with this situation imperialism is 
developing feverish activities in order to main- 
tain its strategic, economic and military in- 
terests. In so doing it makes use of different 
means and methods. Above all, imperialism 
tries to separate the national liberation move- 
ment from its natural ally, the socialist com- 
munity. 

By stirring up conflicts, interfering in the in- 
ternal affairs of African states and conduct- 
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ing intrigues against the liberated peoples and 

those still fighting for their liberation, im- 

perialism together with reactionary forces, in- 

tends to halt the advance of the national 
liberation movement on the African conti- 
nent. 

We declare our solidarity with, and support 
for, the revolutionary changes under way in 
Ethiopia against which imperialism conspired 
with reactionary forces. 

In concert with all progressive forces through- 

out the world we resolutely protest against 

the permanent gross violation of human rights 
by the racist regimes in southern Africa. We 
condemn the political, financial, economic, 
military, scientific and technological collabora- 
tion of imperialist powers with the Vorster 
regime in defiance of UN resolutions. We ad- 
vocate the ratification by all countries of the 

UN Convention on the Suppression and 

Punishment of the Crime of Apartheid. 

Once again we emphatically repeat our de- 

mands: 

— Unconditional handover of full power to 
the people of Zimbabwe. 

~— The illegal occupation of Namibia by the 
Republic of South Africa to cease immedia- 
tely and unconditionally. An immediate halt 
to all attempts aiming to deprive SWAPO, 
the legitimate representative of the Nami- 
bian people, of its chartered right to re- 
present the interests of the people of Nami- 
bia. 

— An end to the criminal policy of apartheid 
being pursued by the South African racist 
regime and immediate release of all politi- 
cal prisoners. 

Our unqualified solidarity is dedicated to the 

peoples of Zimbabwe, Namibia and South 

Africa led by their legitimate representatives, 


the Patriotic Front of Zimbabwe, the South- 
West Africa People’s Organization of Namibia 
(SWAPO) and the African National Congress 
of South Africa (ANC) in their struggle for 
freedom and social progress. 

We support the World Conference against 
Apartheid, Racism and Colonialism in South- 
ern Africa which democratic and peace-loving 
forces have convened for June in Lisbon. This 
gathering will contribute to unmasking the 
racist regimes and their imperialist accompli- 
ces and branding their abominable suppres- 
sive practices before the world’s public. 

We welcome the Resolution of the World As- 
sembly of the Builders of Peace on the Prob- 
lems of Racism, Apartheid and Colonialism as 


valuable contributions in support of the na- 
tional liberation movement of the African 
peoples. 

We decisively reject all imperialist attempts 
to deprive African peoples of their right to 
political and social self-determination through 
neo-colonialist pseudo options. 

In line with the solidarity appeal of the 9th 
Congress of the Socialist Unity Party of Ger- 
many (SED) we assure all peoples of Africa 
fighting for their national and social liberation 
that the solidarity of our working people and 
the entire people of the GDR will never cease. 


Neues Deutschland, 23 May 1977 


Communication from the GDR on assistance given to colonially 


and racially oppressed peoples 


Ref.: Memorandum of the UN Secretary-General G/SO 214 18 -1 


26 May 1977 


1. Like the other states of the socialist com- 
munity, the German Democratic Republic 
views the struggle for the final elimination of 
all forms of colonial and racist oppression and 
exploitation in a close connection with the 
struggle to strengthen peace, to extend politi- 
cal détente and to halt the imperialist arms 
race. 

The right of peoples to self-determination, as 
set forth in the Charter of the United Nations, 
the international human rights covenants, and 
in other important instruments, is one of the 
fundamental principles of international law in 
our times. It includes the right of peoples to 
fight with every means for their liberation 
and to determine for themselves their road of 
social and economic development. Interference 
by imperialist forces into the internal affairs 
of other peoples is inconsistent with this 
generally recognized principle and must be 
prevented. 


2. To practise solidarity with the peoples of 
Africa, Asia and Latin America struggling 
against colonial and racist oppression and for 
national independence, self-determination and 
social progress is an unshakable principle of 


the German Democratic Republic’s foreign 
policy. This solidarity, which is displayed in 
various ways, has become a matter of concern 
to the people as a whole. 

The German Democratic Republic devotes 
particular attention to rendering solidarity 
and assistance to the peoples in southern 
Africa who are still oppressed by racism and 
apartheid. Given the acute danger the apart- 
heid régime has created to international peace 
and security, the German Democratic Repub- 
lic strongly favours consistent action to isolate 
that régime internationally. This goes in par- 
ticular for the demand that an effective arms 
embargo be imposed and all the necessary 
steps be taken to bar access to nuclear arms 
for the Republic of South Africa. Closely re- 
lated with the efforts to liquidate the apart- 
heid régime is the struggle for the national 
and social liberation of Namibia and Zim- 
babwe. In his message of greetings to the 
World Conference for Action against Apart- 
heid in Lagos, Erich Honecker, General Sec- 
retary of the Central Committee of the Social- 
ist Unity Party of Germany and Chairman of 
the GDR Council of State, reaffirmed the con- 
sistent stand of this country as follows: 
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‘‘The German Democratic Republic rejects to 
maintain any kind of relations with the apart- 
heid régime. It regards the national liberation 
movements as the legitimate representative 
of their peoples. Linked with them by bonds 
of solidarity, the GDR will continue to give 
active support to the struggle against colo- 
nialism, neo-colonialism and racism.” 


3. The German Democratic Republic takes the 
view that the problems in southern Africa can 
only be solved in conformity with the basic 
interests of the African peoples and on the 
basis of the United Nations resolutions and 
decisions. This requires united action and solli- 
darity by all anti-imperialist and anti-colonial- 
ist forces. 

Acting in this spirit, the German Democratic 
Republic, a member of the United Nations 
Special Committee against Apartheid and of 
other international bodies, has at all times 
worked actively for the enforcement of the 
right of the peoples in southern Africa to self- 
determination. Representatives of the GDR 
played a constructive part at the International 
Conference in Support of the Peoples of Nami- 
bia and Zimbabwe in Maputo, at the World 
Conference against Apartheid, Racism and 
Colonialism in Lisbon, and at the World Con- 
ference for Action against Apartheid in Lagos. 
Messages of greetings and statements from 
the country’s leader on the occasion of in- 
ternational days of struggle and solidarity 
with fighting South Afria reaffirmed the con- 
sistent position of solidarity taken by the peo- 
ple and Government of the German Demo- 
cratic Republic. 

Highlights of this support are weeks of soli- 
darity with the peoples of Africa fighting for 
their national and social liberation, which are 
organized each year by the GDR Solidarity 
Committee. Moreover, the month of December 
as the month of anti-imperialist solidarity has 
become an established tradition. Meetings in 
factories, at universities, in towns and vil- 
lages, just like fund-raising campaigns, soli- 
darity concerts and voluntary work shifts, the 
revenues from which go to a solidarity ac- 
count, are regular events of such weeks. 


4, The German Democratic Republic’s direct 
assistance to the peoples in southern Africa 
and to their national liberation movements 
takes on various forms, such as: 
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— the production of information materials, do- 
cumentations, programmes and_ textbooks, 
e.g. the mathematics textbook for Angola, 
Mozambique and Guinea-Bissau; 

— the production of films on the national libe- 
ration struggle which are placed at the dis- 
posal of the United Nations and liberation 
movements; 

— the training of hundreds of African nation- 
als at universities, colleges, technical schools 
and vocational training centres in the Ger- 
man Democratic Republic; 

— medical treatment of hundreds of wounded 
liberation fighters and the provision of 
drugs and medical aids and appliances; 

— invitation of African children for holiday 
stays in the German Democratic Republic; 

— the provision of clothing, foodstuffs and 
vehicles ; 

— the financing of airline tickets for functiona- 
ries of liberation organizations to attend 
conferences. 


5. The press, radio and television of the Ger- 
man Democratic Republic continue their active 
involvement in campaigns to strengthen inter- 
national solidarity with all peoples fighting 
for their freedom and independence. Successes 
and problems of the struggle against colonial- 
ism, neo-colonialism, racism and apartheid, 
including their consideration within the Unit- 
ed Nations family, find regular coverage. 
Radio broadcasts, such as ‘Racism in the 
pillory”’, expose the crimes of the racist ré- 
gimes. TV documentary films, e.g. ‘The for- 
gotten colony”, “If they find me I don’t cry” 
or ‘‘All you need is freedom”, convey deep 
insights into the struggle of the peoples in 
southern Africa under the leadership of their 
legitimate national liberation movements. 


6. The German Democratic Republic, consist- 
ently pursuing its policy, will continue to stand 
firmly by the side of the oppressed peoples 
and to support with all its might their fight 
for national and social liberation. To achieve 
these declared aims it plays an active part in 
the United Nations. 


Archives of the Ministry cf Foreign Attairs 
of the GDR 


Declaration issued by the Solidarity Committee of the GDR to mark 
the International Day of Solidarity with the Fighting People 


of South Africa 


16 June 1977 


On 16 June 1977 anti-imperialist movements 
in all parts of the world will commemorate the 
victims of racist terrorism in South Africa. 
On the same day a year ago pupils and young 
people in Soweto, the Johannesburg ghetto, 
demonstrated to protest against the compul- 
sory introduction of the hated Boer language 
used by their racist oppressors. 

The Vorster regime’s police indiscriminately 
fired on the crowd, treacherously killing de- 
fenceless children and adolescents. Thereafter 
they arrested those who had not tumbled down 
under their death-dealing bullets. 

The same scene of racist terrorism was repeat- 
ed almost daily in South Africa, Namibia and 
Zimbabwe since that 16 June 1976. 

One year after the Soweto events the racist 
and colonialist regimes are trying to maintain 
their rule threatened by collapse and to defend 
it against the growing resistance of the African 
peoples and the democratic world public 
opinion through the escalation of murder, 
racist exploitation and oppression. Regardless 
of this growing terrorism the resistance of the 
African population against the hated apartheid 
regime has increased particularly during the 
last twelve months. Under the leadership of 
the African National Congress, blue and white 
collar workers and intellectuals are fighting 


against racist exploitation and discrimination 
and all anti-imperialist forces throughout the 
world are supporting them in their demands 
for the complete abolition of apartheid. The 
Solidarity Committee of the GDR takes this 
opportunity of again protesting emphatically 
against the permanent violation of human 
rights in southern Africa. On behalf of the 
GDR population we demand freedom, inde- 
pendence and the immediate implementation 
of the right to self-determination for the Afri- 
can peoples of Zimbabwe, Namibia and South 
Africa. 

We accuse the Vorster and Smith regimes of 
the gravest of crimes by which they endanger 
peace and international security. 

However, we also accuse those forces in the 
imperialist NATO countries, which by means 
of intensified political, economic and military 
help are encouraging the racists to continue 
their criminal policy and thus openly ignore 
UN resolutions. 

We declare our full solidarity with the free- 
dom fighters in Zimbabwe, Namibia and South 
Africa and will continue to support them in 
their just cause until the abominable racist 
regimes have been overthrown. 


GDR Solidarity Committee Archives 


Communication from the GDR on the implementation 
of the International Convention on the Suppression and Punishment 


of the Crime of Apartheid 


Ref.: Memorandum of the UN Secretary-General G/SO 237/5 2 


22 June 1977 


Since its founding the German Democratic 
Republic has strongly supported, in accord- 
ance with United Nations resolutions, the just 
struggle waged by the peoples in southern 
Africa for self-determination and against 
colonialism, racism and apartheid. 


In 1976 this principled position was reaffirmed 
by the delegates to the 9th Congress of the 
Socialist Unity Party of Germany in a soli- 
darity appeal where they stated: ‘The rule of 
terror by the racists over the peoples of the 
Republic of South Africa, Zimbabwe and Na- 
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mibia is a challenge to all progressive human- 
ity. Full of indignation we condemn the poli- 
cies of the racists and of their imperialist 
backers. The Congress demands freedom for 
all fighters against racist and colonial oppres- 
sion in southern Africa.” 

The German Democratic Republic strongly 
condemns the brutal policy of the South Afri- 
can racist régime which has reached a new 
dangerous climax following recent repressive 
measures against the black majority of the 
population. The ban on the Africans’ paper 
“The World” of Soweto, the prohibition of 
18 organizations opposing the Vorster régime, 
acts of violence against demonstrators as well 
as the dastardly murder of student leader Steve 
Biko have come as fresh instances in a long 
series of grave violations of fundamental 
human rights by the racists. The German 
Democratic Republic, a socialist state, has 
abolished any discrimination on grounds of 
race, sex, language, political belief or religious 
creed. Equality of its citizens before the law 
is one of the supreme constitutional principles 
in this country. 

Considering that the International Convention 
on the Suppression and Punishment of the 
Crimes of Apartheid is an important instru- 
ment to eliminate racist terrorism, the German 
Democratic Republic has signed and ratified 
the Convention on 2 May 1974. The Conven- 
tion has come into force in the GDR with un- 
restricted effect (Gesetzblatt II, 1974, No. 26). 
The obligations under international law which 
ensue from it are respected in letter and spirit, 
in the same manner as are United Nations 
resolutions, a great many of which the GDR 
co-sponsored. 

As it is convinced of the need to impose an 
international isolation on the racist régimes 
to force them to give up their racist policy, 
the German Democratic Republic does not 
maintain any diplomatic, consular or other re- 
lations with the Republic of South Africa. On 
the contrary, it cooperates closely with the 
legitimate representatives of the peoples of 
South Africa, Namibia and Zimbabwe. 

A practical example of its close links with the 
liberation struggle in southern Africa is the 
draft resolution the GDR sponsored on the 
status of the International Convention on the 
Suppression and Punishment of the Crimes of 
Apartheid at the 32nd session of the United 
Nations General Assembly. That resolution, 
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which was widely supported, calls for univer- 
sal ratification of the Convention and observ- 
ance of its provisions as necessary prerequi- 
sites to reach the objectives of the Decade for 
Action to Combat Racism and Racial Discrimi- 
nation. 

Parallel with its political and moral support 
of the just struggle in southern Africa, the 
German Democratic Republic grants com- 
prehensive material assistance to the liberation 
movements. Also in 1977 the liberation move- 
ments received medicaments, bandaging ma- 
terial, clothing and foodstuffs financed from 
funds raised by the people in the GDR. In 
the same time wounded liberation fighters 
were cured at medical facilities and South 
Africans trained as skilled workers, students 
or specialists at universities and technical 
schools in the GDR. 

The GDR’s initiatives to assist the international 
struggle against apartheid, racism and colo- 
nialism are actively supported by the GDR 
people, who are shocked to note that the 
majority of the African population in the Re- 
public of South Africa, in Zimbabwe and Na- 
mibia is being deprived of fundamental human 
rights through the criminal policy of apart- 
heid. On various occasions the GDR voiced 
its concern about the fact that the permanent 
violation of the right of the peoples in south- 
ern Africa to self-determination poses a serious 
threat to international peace and security. 

In this point Oskar Fischer, the country’s 
Foreign Minister, stated at the 32nd session 
of the United Nations General Assembly on 
29 September 1977: ‘‘We are worried about 
the situation in southern Africa. The racists 
are resorting to ever more brutal methods to 
break the will of the oppressed peoples to win 
their freedom. With external assistance. they 
are increasing their arms drive, and they even 
threaten to produce atomic bombs. They hire 
mercenaries and attack free African states. 
That is extremely dangerous and provocative. 
Effective steps by the United Nations for a 
mandatory arms embargo and for halting all 
cooperation with South Africa and for an 
expansion of sanctions against Southern Rho- 
desia are therefore necessary.” 

As a member of the United Nations Special 
Committee against Apartheid the German 
Democratic Republic plays an active role in 
international moves against the racist régimes. 
Regularly it sends representatives to take part 


in the discussion of the UN Committee for the 
elimination of racial discrimination. Its rep- 
resentatives actively participate, inter alia, in 
the UN Preparatory Sub-Committee of the 
World Conference to Combat Racism and 
Racial Discrimination scheduled for 1978, and 
in the UN Committee to prepare an inter- 
national convention against apartheid in 
sports. 

This position of the GDR, aiming at the elimi- 
nation of apartheid in the spirit of the afore- 
mentioned Convention, was also reflected in 
the participation and stance of this country’s 
delegation at the International Conference in 
support of the peoples of Zimbabwe and Na- 
mibia held in Maputo in May 1977, and at the 
UN-sponsored World Conference on Action 
against the apartheid régime of South Africa 
held in Lagos last August. The head of the 
GDR delegation to the Lagos Conference, the 
Permanent Representative of the GDR to the 
United Nations, Peter Florin, was one of the 
vice-presidents of that forum which espoused 
solidarity with the liberation movements in 
southern Africa. 

The German Democratic Republic also pro- 
vides assistance in the organization of fora of 
social forces whose interests are united in the 
struggle against apartheid. For instance, the 
meeting of the Bureau of the Presidium of the 
World Peace Council, held in Berlin from 9 to 
12 September 1977 with representatives of the 
peace movement and of peace organizations 
from 130 countries being present, was another 
manifestation of world-wide solidarity with 
the peoples of southern Africa fighting for 
national and social self-determination. That 
Berlin meeting adopted resolutions on the 
situation in southern Africa which strongly 
condemn intensified repressions against the 
patriots of South Africa and the economic, 
political, military and diplomatic collabora- 
tion. of imperialist states with the racist re- 
gimes in southern Africa. 


The German Democratic Republic considers 
the successful struggle for national liberation 
and against racism, apartheid, colonialism and 
neo-colonialism as an important constituent 
part of the effort for safeguarding inter- 
national peace and détente and for coopera- 
tion between peoples. Guided by these prin- 
ciples and aware of the threat to a peaceful 
development in the world which is inherent 
in the policy of apartheid the GDR has 
permanently been anxious to promote inter- 
national déténte in the life of peoples 
and to contribute to guaranteeing security 
and cooperation for mutual benefit on an 
international scale. Therefore it appears es- 
pecially necessary that all states generally 
recognize the International Convention on the 
Suppression and Punishment of the Crimes of 
Apartheid and implement it without restric- 
tion. 

The International Year against Apartheid, for 
which the people and Government of the GDR 
are preparing a variety of steps, should be an 
occasion for states which are not yet parties 
to the Convention on the Suppression and 
Punishment of the Crime of Apartheid to ac- 
cede to the Convention. By taking such a 
decision those states would strengthen the 
ranks of the progressive forces, among them 
the GDR and all the socialist states, which are 
combatting apartheid, racism and colonialism 
in an endeavour to promote social progress 
in the world. It is essential to implement the 
provisions made in the International Conven- 
tion on the Suppression and Punishment of the 
Crime of Apartheid on a broad scale and thus 
to make an effective contribution to the final 
elimination of apartheid, colonialism and 
racism. 


Archives of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
of the GDR 
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Joint declaration issued by the Solidarity Committee of the GDR 
and the GDR Committee for the UN Decade of Action to Combat 
Racism and Racial Discrimination, on the occasion of 


South African Freedom Day 


26 June 1977 


On the occasion of South African Freedom 
Day, the GDR Solidarity Committee and the 
GDR Committee for the Decade for Action to 
Combat Racism and Racial Discrimination 
reiterate their full anti-imperialist solidarity 
with the fight of the people of South Africa 
for the complete elimination of racism and 
for an unconditional end to the policy of apart- 
heid in South Africa. 

The people of the German Democratic Repub- 
lic most strongly condemn the brutal practices 
of suppression and terrorism employed by the 
South African racist regime against the over- 
whelming majority of the South African peo- 
ple—practices which large numbers of people, 
among them many women and children, have 
fallen victim to. We condemn the continued 
occupation of Namibia by South Africa and 
South African preparations for new acts of ag- 
gression, likely to endanger international 
peace and security, against neighbouring states 
which, after having struggled for and gained 
national independence and self-determination, 
are now making all efforts to bring a life in 
peace and social progress to their peoples. 
The people of the German Democratic Re- 
public welcome the successes the anti-im- 
perialist forces in South Africa have achieved 
under the leadership of the African National 
Congress in their legitimate liberation struggle 
against the terrorist racist regime, and faithful 
to the principles of proletarian internationalism 
as reiterated at the 9th Congress of the Socialist 
Unity Party of Germany, they will continue 
unconditionally to side with these forces. 
The people of South Africa, just as the peoples 
of Namibia and Zimbabwe, have the right to 
choose the means and methods of their libera- 
tion and to determine, without external inter- 
ference, the political and socio-economic order 
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they wish to live in. We fully support their 
efforts to build a united democratic state in 
which national and racist suppression and their 
political and social roots have been eradicat- 
ed, in which the people enjoy the fruits of 
their work and everybody has access to educa- 
tion and culture. 
We resolutely condemn all imperialist attempts 
to refuse the South African people this right 
by neo-colonialist schemes and to maintain the 
racist regime as a reliable support of the im- 
perialist policy of suppression and exploitation 
on the African continent. 
It is imperative that imperialist states and 
transnational corporations immediately cease 
their political, economic, military and particu- 
larly nuclear cooperation with South Africa, 
as such cooperation enables the racist regime 
to persist in its policy of apartheid which is 
inhuman and dangerous to peace. 

We know that all peace-loving peoples agree 

with us when we demand again, on the oc- 

casion of South African Freedom Day: 

— an immediate end to the terrorist racist 
policy; 

— the unconditional abolition of the policy of 
apartheid; 

~ freedom for all fighters against the inhuman 
regime of apartheid; 

— the immediate discontinuance of the illegal 
occupation of Namibia; 

— the consistent implementation of all United 
Nations resolutions on South Africa, notably 
the enforcement of a total arms embargo. 

We are sure that the schemes of imperialism 

are doomed to failure and that the right of the 

people of South Africa to national and social 
self-determination will triumph. 


GDR Solidarity Commitiee Archives 


Interview granted by Kurt Seibt, Chairman of the Central Auditing 
Commission of the Socialist Unity Party of Germany and President of the 
Solidarity Committee of the GDR, to the weekly Horizont 


4 July 1977 


Horizont: You were the head of the delegation 
of the Solidarity Committee of the GDR which 
took part in the World Conference Against 
Apartheid, Racism and Colonialism in Lisbon 
from 16 to 19 June 1977. Could you tell us 
something about the main aims of this inter- 
national conference? 

Kurt Seibt: The world conference was or- 
ganized by the Afro-Asian People’s Solidarity 
Organization (AAPSO), the World Peace 
Council and the Portuguese preparatory com- 
mittee. Its extraordinary significance can also 
be recognized by the fact that representatives 
of more than 70 states took part and that more 
than 25 heads of state as well as numerous 
international organizations and personalities 
sent solidarity messages, among them a mes- 
sage of greeting from Erich Honecker, General 
Secretary of the Central Committee of the SED 
and Chairman of the Council of State of the 
German Democratic Republic. 

The main aim of the conference was to sti- 
mulate the world-wide efforts being made 
against apartheid, racism and colonialism and 
to accelerate the struggle waged by the coun- 
tries in southern Africa, i.e. Zimbabwe, Nami- 
bia and South Africa, for the liberation of the 
oppressed and exploited peoples. 

Another purpose of the conference was to 
arouse to action the democratic public in the 
capitalist countries, in particular in the im- 
perialist NATO states, against the coopera- 
tion of the respective governments and trans- 
national corporations with the racist regimes in 
southern Africa and to win public opinion over 
to broad support of the liberation movements 
in southern Africa. Closely linked to this was 
the task of unmasking the practices of exerting 
power by these regimes, hostile to humanity 
and in conflict with international law, and of 
discussing measures to be taken to isolate 
them further. It was repeatedly emphasized 
that the imperialist NATO countries, whose rep- 
resentatives are hypocritically trying to ele- 
vate themselves as advocates of human rights, 
bear the main responsibility for the steady and 


massive violation of human rights in southern 
Africa on account of their collaboration with 
the racists. 

Finally the participants emphatically stressed 
the opinion that the intensification of solli- 
darity for the national liberation organizations 
in southern Africa remains a priority in the 
anti-imperialist struggle. 

Horizont: The conference opened on the first 
anniversary of the insidious killings in Soweto 
by the Vorster clique, 16 June 1977. Could you 
explain this connection? 

Kurt Seibt: Soweto and everything else the 
anti-imperialist forces understand by the name 
of this Johannesburg ghetto is a beacon and a 
symbol for the exacerbating contradictions in 
southern Africa. 

After the decisive defeats of imperialism in 
Vietnam, Laos, Kampuchea and in other parts 
of the world southern Africa has now become 
a focal point of international class conflict. 
The overthrow of the fascist Caetano regime 
in Portugal and the smashing of Portuguese 
colonialism, the formation of anti-imperialist, 
revolutionary and democratic states in Angola, 
Mozambique, Guinea-Bissau, on the Cape 
Verde Islands and in Sao Tomé and Principe 
have created a new situation. This is marked 
by the rapidly growing resistance against 
apartheid, racism and colonialism, against 
Vorster and Smith and by an intensified offen- 
sive by the national liberation movements in 
Zimbabwe, Namibia and South Africa and 
the smashing of the coordinated acts of im- 
perialist aggression directed against the peo- 
ple’s republics of Angola and Mozambique. 
The racist and colonialist regimes find them- 
selves in a serious political and social crisis. 
All attempts by the imperialist states to save 
the racist rulers from being eliminated with 
the help of neo-colonialist fictitious solutions 
were unmasked and condemned. The discus- 
sions of the World Conference took place in 
Lisbon with this political and historic back- 
ground and this was the starting point for the 
decisions taken there. 
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Horizont: What are the main results of the 
World Conference? 
Kurt Seibt: The still existing racist regimes in 
southern Africa were condemned unanimously. 
It became clear that their time had elapsed, 
that they had to be removed and that all ef- 
forts being made by imperialist states to halt 
this development are doomed to fail. These 
main results are also reflected in the docu- 
ments adopted by the meeting such as 
— the General Declaration, 
— the Programme of Action, 
~ the Resolution of Solidarity with the Libera- 
tion Struggle in Southern Africa, 
— the Message to the People of South Africa, 
— the Resolution in Support of the Progressive 
Countries of Africa and 
— the resolutions adopted by the five commis- 
sions. 
One essential result of this World Conference 
seems to me to be the statement that the strug- 
gle against apartheid, racism and colonialism 
has to be intensified. This includes unrestricted 
support for the national liberation organiza- 
tions (ANC-South Africa, SWAPO-—Namibia 
and the Patriotic Front—Zimbabwe). 
In addition the result is that the struggle 
against the policy being pursued by the im- 
perialist states and the transnational corpora- 
tions in support of the racists has to be 
strenghtened. In this connection particularly 
the USA, the Federal Republic of Germany, 
Great Britain, France and Japan were accused 
and condemned because of their political, mili- 
tary and economic cooperation with the 
Vorster and Smith regimes. This is true both 
for the neo-colonialist delaying tactics being 
followed by the imperialists and for the help 
they are giving the racists for attacks on in- 
dependent African states and recruiting im- 
perialist mercenaries. 
The representatives of democratic organiza- 
tions in the capitalist countries stressed their 
readiness and the necessity to combine the 
struggle against the imperialist plot in south- 
ern Africa with activities for the implementa- 
tion of the working people’s interests in their 
countries. Numerous representatives of trade 
unions emphasized the special responsibility 
borne by the class organization of the work- 
ers. 
Horizont: In which way did the representa- 
tives of the national liberation organizations 
take part in the World Conference? 
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Kurt Seibt: These organizations had sent re- 
presentative delegations to Lisbon headed by 
their recognized and tried leaders, like Oliver 
Tambo, Sam Nujoma, Joshua Nkomo and Ro- 
bert Mugabe, who unmasked in an impressive 
way the barbaric, inhuman policy of the racist 
regimes in southern Africa and stressed the 
international activities in support of their 
liberation struggle. In their speeches which 
were received with great sympathy and during 
press conferences they praised the interna- 
tional solidarity of the anti-imperialist forces 
and particularly stressed the help and support 
being rendered by the socialist states. 
Horizont: How do you evaluate the GDR’s 
contribution to this conference and its idea? 
Kuri Seibt: As Erich Honecker, the General 
Secretary of the Central Committee of the SED 
and Chairman of the GDR Council of State, 
underlined, the conference is an important 
international event from the GDR’s point of 
view, which will cement the alliance between 
the world socialist system and all democratic 
and anti-imperialist forces and the national li- 
beration movement. Erich Honecker reaf- 
firmed our firm solidarity with the just strug- 
gle of the peoples of Zimbabwe, Namibia and 
South Africa. It was along these lines that our 
delegation took part in the discussions at the 
World Conference, both in the plenary session 
and in the commissions. 

The recent criminal attacks of the Smith re- 
gime on the People’s Republic of Mozambique 
were reason for us to protest vigorously in the 
plenary session and to fully support the dis- 
patch of a telegram by the conference leader- 
ship to Kurt Waldheim, the UN Secretary- 
General. 

In addition we made available films and other 
material for the World Conference which pro- 
vide evidence of the costly struggle of the op- 
pressed peoples in southern Africa. The con- 
ference chairman emphasized the solidarity 
being extended by the socialist states, in par- 
ticular also by the GDR, in front of all the 
participants who applauded his words. 
Horizont: What response did the conference 
meet among the Portuguese public? 

Kurt Seibt: During our stay in Lisbon we no- 
ticed in many ways that the democratic and 
anti-imperialist forces in Portugal had pre- 
pared the World Conference with extraordi- 
nary devotion and great care. Outstanding 
personalities, scientists, artists and political 


figures contributed to the success of this inter- 
national event. All foreign delegations were 
very grateful and expressed their great appre- 
ciation to them. These facts in particular 
caused the leaders of national liberation or- 
ganizations to state more than once that the 
democratic and progressive forces in Portugal 
are natural allies of the African peoples. 
Horizont: Could you, in conclusion, say some 
words about the prospects resulting from the 
discussions at the World Conference Against 
Apartheid, Racism and Colonialism for the 
further anti-imperialist struggle? 

Kurt Seibt: In my opinion it seems to be of 
importance, and this was shown in Lisbon too, 
that an end to colonialist and racist rule on the 
African continent is getting rather close and 
that the determination of the peoples fighting 
for their liberation can no longer be sup- 
pressed. The imperialists and their henchmen 
in southern Africa can no longer trample 
underfoot at random the right to self-deter- 
mination of the peoples of Zimbabwe, Namibia 


and South Africa. Both their neo-colonialist 
manoeuvres of adaptation and their acts of 
aggression, attacks by mercenaries and other 
violations of independence and freedom are 
being repulsed by the peoples of Africa with 
growing success and the international soli- 
darity movement with the socialist community 
at the head is gaining ever more allies day 
by day. In a few weeks’ time another World 
Conference Against Apartheid and Racism is 
due to take place in Lagos the capital of 
Nigeria. This world forum, organized by the 
United Nations, will provide an opportunity 
for the representatives of the states to discuss 
how to implement the UN resolutions con- 
cerning the guarantee of human rights in 
southern Africa rapidly and effectively. 

We can look forward to this event already now 
in the certainty that it will bring further prog- 
ress to the struggle against apartheid, racism 
and colonialism. 


Horizont, No. 28, 4 July 1977 


Joint declaration issued by the Solidarity Committee of the GDR 
and the GDR Committee for the UN Decade of Action to Combat Racism 
and Racial Discrimination, to mark the Day of Solidarity with the 


People of Namibia 


26 August 1977 


On the occasion of the Day of Solidarity with 
the People of Namibia, the Solidarity Com- 
mittee of the GDR and the GDR Committee 
for the UN Decade of Action to Combat Ra- 
cism and Racial Discrimination convey fra- 
ternal and solidarity greetings to the Namibian 
people and its legitimate representative, the 
South West Africa People’s Organization of 
Namibia, SWAPO. 

The population of the GDR follows with 
whole-hearted sympathy and active solidarity 
the just and courageous struggle of the Nami- 
bian people under the leadership of SWAPO 
for the realisation of its right to self-deter- 
mination and national independence. 

The South African racist regime ignores now 
as ever the resolutions adopted by the UN 
Security Council and adheres unlawfully to 
the illegal occupation of Namibia. Neverthe- 


less, the intensified offensive of the national 
liberation movement in southern Africa has 
changed the situation to the disadvantage of 
the racist regimes and has wrecked the stra- 
tegy of the racists and colonialists. The inter- 
national isolation of the apartheid regime has 
been further augmented. Under the pressure of 
the growing successes of SWAPO in the po- 
litical, diplomatic as well as in the military 
field and under the compulsion of the progres- 
sive international public, the South African 
racist regime has attempted by now to force a 
neo-colonialist solution on the Namibian peo- 
ple. In this, the regime is being zealously 
assisted by those imperialist powers which 
come up deceitfully in a verbal form against 
the apartheid but support this atrocious policy 
in their actions in order to retain Namibia as 
their profitable object of plunder. 
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The people of the German Democratic Re- 
public condemns emphatically the system of 
colonial and racist oppression which is con- 
trary to international law—a system of barbaric 
exploitation of the Namibian people by the 
South African racist regime and the imperialist 
monopolies. At the same time, the people of 
the GDR denounces those NATO states which 
support the blood-stained colonial rule of the 
South African apartheid regime. 

In view of the continuous occupation of Nami- 
bia which presents a serious threat to peace 
and international security, we demand to re- 
solve vigorous measures against South Africa 
in accordance with Chapter VII of the UN Char- 
ter and to guarantee its strict observance by 
all states without exception, in conformity with 
all progressive and democratically-minded 
forces in the world. 

In this connection, we approve of all activities 
of the Committee on Decolonization, of the 
Anti-Apartheid Committee and of the Council 


of Namibia which are intended to accomplish 
the right of the Namibian people to indepen- 
dence and self-determination. Also these reso- 
lutions passed at the latest conference of the 
Council of Ministers of the OAU in Libreville 
will doubtlessly mobilize the international and 
especially the African public for the support of 
the just struggle of the Namibian people. 
Standing side by side with the other states of 
the socialist community, the GDR will also in 
future render active support to SWAPO as the 
leading force of the liberation struggle and as 
the legitimate representative of the Namibian 
people. The GDR regards it as the noble right 
of the people of Namibia to offer resistance 
against the South African occupation and to 
fight with all means for the realization of its 
right to self-determination. 

We are certain that the just struggle of the 
Namibian people will be victorious. 


GDR Solidarity Committee Archives 


Speech delivered by the head of the GDR delegation, Peter Florin, 
Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs and Permanent Representative 
of the GDR at the United Nations, at the World Conference 


for Action against Apartheid in Lagos* 


1 September 1977* 


The Government and the people of the Ger- 
man Democratic Republic convey solidarity 
greetings to this significant World Conference 
for Action Against Apartheid and especially 
to the host country, the Federal Republic of 
Nigeria, a state which strongly committed 
itself to the cause of the liberation of Africa. 
The ever growing number of crimes committed 
by the Vorster regime has induced a storm of 
protest all over the world. The international 
solidarity with the oppressed peoples of South 
Africa increases the pressure on the racist re- 
gimes and their henchmen. It is an important 
source of energy for the peoples in southern 
Africa in the struggle for their national and 
social liberation. 

To give fresh impetus to this struggle, and 
advocate measures appropriate to lead it to 
victory—this will be the endeavour of our Con- 
ference. The development since the Great 
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October Socialist Revolution which 60 years 
ago opened up a new era in the history of 
mankind, has proved that the wheels of history 
cannot be stopped or even turned back. 

The socialist states consider the struggle for 
the final liquidation of all forms of colonial 
and racist oppression and exploitation as well 
as the striving after consolidation and exten- 
sion of political détente, for the ending of the 
arms race an undivided unity. 

In his message of greeting to this World Con- 
ference, Erich Honecker, General Secretary of 
the Central Committee the Socialist Unity 
Party of Germany and Chairman of the Coun- 
cil of State of the GDR, once more under- 
lined: 

“The German Democratic Republic rejects to 
maintain any kind of relations with the apart- 
heid regime. It regards the national liberation 
movements as the legitimate representatives 


of their peoples. Linked with them by bonds 
of solidarity, the GDR will continue to give 
active support to the struggle against colo- 
nialism, neo-colonialism and racism.” 

This fundamental support is not only of moral 
and political nature, but includes also activities 
in foreign policy, such as numerous measures 
of material support for the liberation move- 
ments. 

The German Democratic Republic was among 
the first states to sign and ratify the Inter- 
national Convention on the Suppression and 
Punishment of the Crime of Apartheid. 

With cruel terror against the population and 
with increased aggressiveness against indepen- 
dent African neighbour states, the racist re- 
gimes try to preserve their domination. In 
view of this situation the fighting peoples of 
South Africa, Namibia and Zimbabwe need 
still more effective, comprehensive support 
from the United Nations and its member sta- 
tes. 

The speedy and consistent realization, by all 
member states, of the UN resolutions, in- 
cluding the Programme of Action, as adopted 
at the XXXI session of the United Nations Ge- 
neral Assembly, would be suitable in order to 
put an end to the fascist machinations of the 
racists. 

Unfortunately, again and again we get new 
information on comprehensive economic and 
military support rendered to the apartheid re- 
gime by certain states. Thus, resolutions of 
the United Nations Organization are severely 
violated. Verbal, rhetorical protests against 
apartheid cannot divert attention from these 
unequivocal facts. 

Transnational corporations increase their acti- 
vities in southern Africa. The Study of the 
Commission concerned with transnational cor- 
porations provides evidence on the extent and 
intensity of these activities. Recently we learn- 
ed from western European capitals that a code 
of conduct for the activities of the corpora- 
tions is to be drafted. In this connection eco- 
nomic sanctions, as demanded by the majority 
of states, are rejected from the very beginning. 
But even the elaboration of such a document 
came to a standstill because, as pretended, 
there were no legal ways and means against 
those corporations engaged in southern 
Africa. It is well-known to many nationally 
liberated states and to socialist countries too in 
which way certain circles handle imperialist 


2 2425-2 


economic boycotts. It is a matter of fact that 
the activities of the transnational corporations 
are covered and furthered by government 
circles of western states. 

At present we witness a growing threat to 
peace and international security provoked by 
the apartheid regime. The Vorster regime 
feverishly rearms. Since 1975 its military bud- 
get has doubled. There are states where mer- 
cenaries are recruited without any hindrance. 
Certain NATO circles and Israel render the 
racists manifold support in building up an own 
armament industry. 

In February the American magazine ‘‘News- 
week’”’ once more pointed to the fact that South 
Africa will soon produce more uranium fuel 
than it needs for its own nuclear industry, and 
there will remain enough enriched uranium 
for the production of atom bombs. With the 
help of whom this development became pos- 
sible—that is pretty well-known. 

Nuclear weapons in the hands of the Vorster 
regime would lead to an immense aggravation 
of the situation in southern Africa, and not 
only in this region. There would be a growing 
danger of nuclear war. Speedy and resolute 
counter-measures are necessary. I expect that 
this World Conference will issue a respective 
appeal to all states. 

At their recent Summit the OAU member sta- 
tes demanded the immediate termination of 
all military and nuclear collaboration with the 
Republic of South Africa. The GDR fully sup- 
ports this demand. 

Coercive measures against the apartheid re- 
gime, in accordance with Chapter VII of the 
United Nations Charter—an effective arms 
embargo, sanctions and the termination of any 
kind of investments—are urgently necessary. 
We are of the opinion that an effective inter- 
national isolation of the apartheid regime, an 
isolation which includes all kinds of rela- 
tions, will be the way to bring about decisive 
positive changes in South Africa. 

The regime of Pretoria is an illegal one. The 
people of South Africa—like the peoples of 
Namibia and Zimbabwe—has the right, under 
the leadership of its national liberation move- 
ment, to fight with all means for its national 
self-determination, and to choose its own way 
of social and economic development. 

The GDR shares the view that the manoeuvres 
of certain circles and the racist regimes di- 
rected towards setting up puppet regimes in 
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Namibia and Zimbabwe, and towards putting a 
camouflage mask on the apartheid regime 
while the old structures of power and exploita- 
tion are to be reserved, will not solve the vital 
problems in southern Africa. 

Today basic changes in the South of this conti- 
nent are on the agenda, so that all African 


peoples will finally be free. The relevant 
United Nations resolutions, the results of the 
recent Summit of the African states and this 
World Conference show what has to be done. 


Archives of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
of the GDR 


From the policy statement presented by the Minister of Foreign Affairs 
of the GDR, Oskar Fischer, to the XXXII session 


of the UN General Assembly 


29 September 1977 


We are worried about the situation in south- 
ern Africa. The racists are resorting to ever 
more brutal methods to break the will of the 
oppressed peoples to win their freedom. With 
external assistance they are increasing their 
arms drive, and they even threaten to produce 
atomic bombs. They hire mercenaries and 
attack free African States. That is extremely 
dangerous and provocative. 

The apartheid régime in South Africa persists 
in its illegal occupation of Namibia and is 
conspiring with Southern Rhodesia. There are 
some who want to save that régime in order 
to maintain their influence there. By calling 
for a peaceful solution they try to delude the 
peoples. But is it possible to come to a peace- 
ful solution when the racists are being sup- 
plied with weapons that enable them to carry 
on terrorism and aggression? And what should 
one think of those who enable them to get 
armed with nuclear weapons, while they dis- 
pute the right of the national liberation move- 
ments to defend the interestst of their peo- 
ples? 

The peoples in southern Africa, just like 
others, have a right to take their destiny into 
their own hands and freely to choose their 
social system. Any peaceful solution can only 
begin by forcing the aggressors and terrorists 
to lay down arms and by isolating the 
racists. 

Effective steps by the United Nations for a 
mandatory arms embargo and for halting all 
co-operation with South Africa and for an ex- 
pansion of sanctions against Southern Rhode- 
sia are therefore necessary. 
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80. The upsurge of the national liberation 
struggle, assisted by the strength of steadily 
mounting international solidarity, makes us 
confident that the cause of the peoples of Zim- 
babwe, Namibia and South Africa will be 
victorious. The German Democratic Republic 
pledges to continue to support that struggle 
to the best of its ability. 

The German Democratic Republic advocates 
international economic relations based on 
equal rights and mutual benefit. For this 
reason we wish again to call attention to the 
programme the socialist States presented at 
the fourth session of UNCTAD. 

By government agreements and by commer- 
cial, scientific and technological relations with 
developing countries and other measures 
which it scrupulously implements in letter and 
spirit, the German Democratic Republic sup- 
ports the economic and social progress of 
these States. Strains on the world economy in 
the wake of the capitalist crisis could not af- 
fect these relations. Thus, the new type of 
cooperation between States has proved its 
viability. It is free from neo-colonialist ex- 
ploitation and discrimination. Those who used 
to squeeze immense profits out of the colo- 
nially subjugated countries and are today 
shifting the burden of their crisis onto the 
nationally liberated States are alone respon- 
sible for the difficult economic situation of 


1 See Proceedings of the United Nations Con- 
ference on Trade and Development, Fourth Ses- 
sion, vol. I, Report and Annexes (United Nations 
publication, Sales No. E.76.1I.D.10), annex VIII, 
sect: F. 


many of the developing countries. No honest 
person can countenance attempts to under- 
mine the decisions of the sixth and seventh 
special sessions of the United Nations General 
Assembly and the Charter of Economic Rights 
and Duties of States. 

The German Democratic Republic sides with 
the developing countries and is against any 
kind of neo-colonialist exploitation. 

The outcome of the Paris Conference on Inter- 
national Economic Co-operation demonstrates 
that international economic problems involv- 
ing the interest of all peoples should be 
negotiated in the United Nations. The co- 
operation of all States in the democratic re- 
structuring of economic relations is a require- 
ment which is in conformity with the Charter 
of the World Organization. The same applies 
to technological co-operation. 

The striving of peoples for peace, security 
and liberation from all kinds of oppression 
means struggle for the exercise of human 
rights. These rights are severely and brutally 
violated by wars of aggression and by fascist, 
racist and colonialist terrorism. 

86. The United Nations has addressed itself 
to eliminating flagrant and massive violations 
of human rights. That is consistent both with 
its main task and its competence. Accordingly, 
this session of the General Assembly must not 
allow a mantle of silence to be spread over 
fascist terrorism in Chile. It should rather 
assist in halting those practices in that coun- 
try. With the same determination we speak 
out against the violation of human rights in 
southern Africa and in the territories occupied 
by Israel. 

The two International Covenants on Human 
Rights which became effective last year pro- 
vide an important foundation for co-operation 
by States on what are called individual human 
rights. In this context it may well be noted 
that all attempts to misuse this question in 
order to interfere in the internal affairs of 
States are not only contradictory to the Char- 
ter of the United Nations but also place a 
strain on relations between States. Those who 
are engaging in a campaign of slander against 
other States under the flag of human rights 
would be well advised to concern themselves 
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with the realization of human rights in their 
own countries. 

A few days ago Erich Honecker, General Sec- 
retary of the Central Committee of the Social- 
ist Unity Party and the Chairman of the Coun- 
cil of State of the German Democratic Repub- 
lic, said: 

“If in today’s world a political force is entitled 
to speak out on human rights, then it is first 
and foremost the revolutionary working-class 
movement. And if in today’s world a political 
system can claim to have given effect to 
human rights, then it is the world socialist 
system.” 

Socialism, having abolished the exploitation of 
man by man, assures the right to live in-human 
dignity; it ensures the exercise of the right to 
work, and hence to education and recreation, 
as well as to most generous medical services 
and care for the aged; it enables women to 
enjoy equal rights with men and treats all 
human beings alike, irrespective of race or 
colour. It is the system which assures a future 
in peace and social security, where everybody 
can develop his abilities for the benefit of 
society and contribute on an equal footing to 
his community’s international affairs. This is 
highly evident in everyday life. 

The socialist States grant their citizens all 
rights and opportunities for individual develop- 
ment which, for instance, for millions of un- 
employed, women without equal rights or 
youths without training in countries that like 
to pose as models, can only remain a dream. 
Statistics provide ample information as to 
exactly where millions of people are being 
deprived of such fundamental rights. 

This General Assembly is faced with great 
tasks indeed. It can only cope with them if co- 
operation and understanding prevail. The Ger- 
man Democratic Republic will contribute its 
efforts to ensure that the thirty-second session 
of the General Assembly of the United Na- 
tions will chart a successful course in the in- 
terests of strengthening world peace and 
mutually beneficial co-operation among the 
peoples. 


Archives of the Ministry of Foreign Atfairs 
of the GDR 
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Speech delivered by GDR representative Horst Keilau to the 
Third Committee of the XXXII session of the UN General Assembly 
concerning the UN Decade of Action to Combat Racism and Racial 


Discrimination 


3 October 1977 


Four years have elapsed since we began our 
programme of action to eliminate racism and 
racial discrimination. A large number of new 
steps and measures have been embarked upon 
against these shameful practices. And yet the 
problem of eliminating racism and racial dis- 
crimination is still a matter of the utmost 
urgency for the United Nations. There are 
many facts and reports and much evidence 
about the abominable crimes of the apartheid 
politicians against the peoples of Zimbabwe, 
Namibia and South Africa. And there are pro- 
tests, resolutions and demands to put an im- 
mediate end to their inhuman policies, which 
claim new victims every day. No-one would 
deny that the elimination of all forms of ra- 
cism, racial discrimination and apartheid is 
necessary in the interest of peace, international 
security, national independence and humanity. 
But the racist regimes continue to suppress the 
legitimate rights of the African peoples with 
terror, violence and apartheid. 

We are all aware of the reasons for this. 

The implementation of a policy of apartheid, 
the continuation of the unlawful occupation of 
Namibia and the suppression of the just de- 
mands of the people of Zimbabwe by the 
Smith regime are possible because certain 
states and their business circles continue to 
cooperate with these racist regimes in the 
political, economic and military sectors with 
total disregard for existing resolutions of the 
Security Council and commitments under in- 
ternational conventions bound by international 
law. And that is not all: certain circles have 
not only continued their cooperation, but-as 
proved by facts which have recently come to 
light—have even intensified these in certain 
fields, such as nuclear science. Sufficient evi- 
dence of this is contained, for example, in the 
study of the Centre for Transnational Mono- 
polies about the “activities of transnational 
corporations in southern Africa and the extent 
of their cooperation with the illegal regimes in 
this region” (E/C/10/26), published in April of 
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this year. That the transnational monopolies in 
the south of Africa have ‘‘state backing” is 
clear from the files of anti-apartheid move- 
ments in various West European states. 

We can spare ourselves further details here, as 
the expert report of the Commission on Human 
Rights last year and current material from the 
national liberation movements in southern 
Africa as well as the important international 
conferences in Lisbon, Maputo and Lagos have 
presented adequate proof in this respect. 

The German Democratic Republic is, together 
with the majority of member states of the 
United Nations, aware of the growing threat 
to peace and international security and to the 
sovereignty and territorial integrity of African 
states, which is posed by racist regimes. 

The attempt to maintain by force the system of 
colonial exploitation of the black ‘population 
by a white minority leads both to the continua- 
tion of the cold-blooded murder of coloured 
people in South Africa, as demonstrated by the 
fate of Steve Biko, but also to constant acts 
of aggression by the racist regime against 
Zambia, Mozambique, Angola and Botswana; 
acts which continue despite Resolution 411 of 
the Security Council (1977). 

I need not expand on the threat caused to the 
security and lives of not only the neighbouring 
African peoples but all peoples on the African 
continent by accelerated nuclear armament on 
the part of the racists in South Africa, which 
is being pursued intensively with the support 
of certain circles. 

Discussion of how the tasks and objectives of 
the Decade of Action to Combat Racism and 
Racial Discrimination can be implemented 
systematically therefore means, in the view of 
our delegation, above all consideration of 
effective measures to isolate the racist regimes 
and to cease, without compromise, every form 
of cooperation with them and to use every 
channel open according to the United Nations 
Charter. This meets the objective requirements 
of the fight against racism and racial discri- 


mination and is in accordance with the true 
interests of the peoples and their national libe- 
ration movements in southern Africa, including 
their struggle for freedom, independence and 
decent living conditions. 

We are observing very closely the attempts by 
representatives of a number of Western states 
to reach what they call a ‘peaceful solution” 
to the situation in southern Africa. The GDR 
believes, however, that genuine solutions can 
only be achieved if they are centred on the 
just demands of the oppressed peoples them- 
selves and their interests. Great respect for the 
justified interests and action for the realiza- 
tion of the demands of the peoples concerned 
must be expressed most clearly in the policies 
of a state towards the racist regimes in the 
south of Africa. In this respect one must re- 
main alert and not be misled by a variety of 
manoeuvres behind which are concealed the 
egoistic interests of certain circles. 

We are only a few weeks away from the 
60th anniversary of the Great October Socialist 
Revolution. This historical event of world- 
wide importance in our century has to an un- 
precedented extent given new dimensions and 
impulses to the national and international 
liberation struggle of the peoples suffering 
under colonial oppression, and thus to the 
struggle for the elimination of all forms of 
colonialism, racism and racial discrimination. 
The historical truth proved categorically by 
the revolution that a people cannot be free 
itself if it oppresses others is also very re- 
levant to our discussion of this important com- 
plex of problems. 

In the German Democratic Republic, the 
proper lessons have been learned from the 
bitter experience which the German people 
had to make in its own past from the brutal 
disregard of this historical truth. An un- 
shakable element of the foreign and domestic 
policy practice of the GDR is to work for the 
liberation of peoples still suffering oppression, 
to meet completely the objectives of the De- 
cade of Action and to support the commitments 
of international bodies against colonialism, 
racism and apartheid. It is therefore hardly 
surprising that the objectives of the Decade 
of Action and the commitments of the relevant 
international conventions can be strictly ad- 
hered to by the GDR. The sanctions imposed 
by the Security Council against the racist re- 
gimes were immediately and unconditionally 


complied with by the GDR. Ours was one of 
the first states to sign and ratify the Interna- 
tional Convention on the Suppression and 
Punishment of the Crime of Apartheid. In the 
United Nations we attempt to work pur- 
posively in the Anti-Apartheid Committee. 
The GDR welcomes and supports the commit- 
ments of the World Conferences Against 
Apartheid, Racism and Colonialism which 
were held in Lisbon, Maputo and Lagos this 
year. We are particularly keen to cooperate in 
meeting their demands for a world-wide arms 
embargo on the racist regimes and greater 
international cooperation for the complete 
isolation of the apartheid regime. 

The GDR delegation considers apartheid to 
be the most barbaric form of racial discrimina- 
tion and oppression of a people. We therefore 
agree with the majority of delegations that the 
efforts of the United Nations should be 
directed especially at the elimination of this 
institutionalized form of racism and racial dis- 
crimination which has its roots in the im- 
perialist social order and is characterized by 
the exploitation and oppression of people, and 
which thus occurs in other parts of the world 
in different varieties and forms. This last point 
should not be forgotten. These different forms 
are often neither open nor direct. Little is said 
about them and they are not declared as of- 
ficial government policy. But they are no less 
distressing for those concerned. This includes 
the discrimination of the original inhabitants 
of a large number of states as well as the dis- 
crimination and disadvantage with which 
itinerant workers and sections of the popula- 
tion of a different race or skin colour are con- 
fronted in various countries. 

The Decade of Action to Combat Racism and 
Racial Discrimination also aims to eliminate 
these manifestations of racial discrimination. 
For this reason, the GDR delegation welcomes 
the reference made in Resolution 2056 of the 
62nd session of ECOSOC to the demands of 
Resolution 31/77, which was passed by us last 
year. We trust that this draft resolution will 
reflect these demands for the realization of 
the Decade of Action which we consider to be 
very important, to a greater degree than is 
presently the case. We are prepared to co- 
operate with the interested states. 

Permit me to make a few more remarks about 
the World Conference to be held against ra- 
cism and racial discrimination. The GDR 
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believes this World Conference to be of great 
importance. It is particularly significant be- 
cause it is taking part in International Anti- 
Apartheid-Year. In view of the present situa- 
tion in southern Africa, this Conference must 
be a stimulus for new impulses in the fight 
against racism, apartheid and racial discrimi- 
nation in all of its forms. 

At the 60th and 62nd sessions of ECOSOC in 
the debate on the Decade of Action the GDR 
delegation named concrete tasks which it felt 
should be the object of discussion at this Con- 
ference. I should like to refer to these again 
here. The main concern of the World Con- 
ference should lie in discussing and deciding 
on concrete measures which will implement 
the resolutions of the Security Council and the 
recommendations of the UN, international 
organizations and conferences which aim at 
the complete elimination of all forms of ra- 
cism, racial discrimination, apartheid and 
colonialism. This is why it is necessary, in our 
opinion, to examine the roots of racism and to 
reveal the main obstacles along the road to 
eliminating racism. 

We agree with Mr van Boven, the Director of 
the Centre of Human Rights, that, as he said 
in his introductory speech on this Agenda 
Item, “‘gross violations of human rights are 
often symptoms of deeper causes of injustice. 
Unjust structures of society, expressed, inter 
alia, through racism and racial discrimination, 


political manipulation, economic exploitation 
and social inequalities, create conditions under 
which human rights are denied”. The examina- 
tion and analysis of these social conditions and 
their causes could be one task of the Con- 
ference. We hope that the General Assembly 
will confirm the proposals put forward by the 
Economic and Social Council for organizing 
the Conference so that a start can be made on 
concrete preparatory work without any further 
delay. 

Before concluding I should like to express my 
belief to the Committee through you, Madam 
Chairman, that the material from the important 
conferences in Lisbon, Maputo and Lagos 
should be included in the documentation of the 
World Conference. 

The GDR delegation anticipates that our dis- 
cussions this year will lead to increased action 
against the brutal policy of apartheid in 
southern Africa and against all forms of 
racism and racial discrimination. 

For our part, we are ready to continue our 
contribution to ensuring that the resolutions 
demanded by the UN against colonialism, 
racism and racial discrimination are im- 
plemented and that the just and justified 
demands of the peoples of South Africa, 
Namibia and Zimbabwe are finally respected. 


Archives of the Ministry of Foreign Aftairs 
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Joint statement of the Solidarity Committee of the GDR and the 
GDR Committee for the UN Decade of Action to Combat Racism 
and Racial Discrimination, to mark the Day of Solidarity with 


South African Political Prisoners 


11 October 1977 


On the occasion of the Day of Solidarity with 
Political Prisoners in South Africa the Soli- 
darity Committee of the GDR and the GDR 
Committee for the UN Decade of Struggle 
against Racism and Racial Discrimination con- 
vey brotherly regards to the South African 
patriots. 

We declare on this day our solidarity with 
and attachment to the thousands of South 
African freedom fighters who are languishing 
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in prison or have been banned because they 
stood for the right to national and social self- 
determination as laid down in the UN Charter 
and the Human Rights Convention and because 
they struggled for the total removal of all 
forms of colonial and racist oppression and the 
handing over of power to the people. 

Our special salutation goes to such outstand- 
ing freedom-fighters as Nelson Mandela, Wal- 
ter Sisulu and Ahmed Kathrada, who for long 


years have been incarcerated on the infamous 
Robben Island concentration camp. 

Since June 1976 alone, nearly 2,500 black 
citizens of South Africa have been arrested 
and dozens have lost their lives in mysterious 
circumstances. Amongst these was the pro- 
minent black student leader Steve Biko, whose 
murder has aroused world-wide indignation. 
Once again, 12 patriots—The Pretoria 12~—stand 
before court charged with activity for the ANC, 
where their lives are threatened by the terrorist 
legal machinery. 

We condemn most decisively the systematic 
and intensified terror of the Vorster regime, 
through which the antihuman apartheid system 
seeks to maintain itself as a bastion of im- 
perialism and colonialism in Africa. This in- 
ternal terror as well as the preparation for 
new acts of aggression by South Africa against 
her African neighbours must be brought to 
an end through the continued isolation of the 
racist regime and the determined struggle of 
all anti-imperialist forces. 

We therefore emphatically comdemn the polit- 
ical, economic, military and nuclear collabora- 
tion of the major imperialist powers and their 
transnational monopolies with this regime, 
which is a flagrant contradiction to the de- 
cisions of the UNO and through which these 
powers have become accomplices to the crimes 


carried out upon South African political pris- 

oners. 

We demand anew: 

— the implementation of a strict arms embargo 
against the Pretoria regime. 

~— an end to the collaboration between im- 
perialist states and Pretoria in the political, 
economic, military and especially nuclear 
fields. 

— the continued international isolation of the 
Vorster regime in political, economic and 
other fields. 

— an end to the racist rule of terror in South 
Africa. 

~— the repeal of all racist laws. 

~ the immediate and unconditional release of 
all political prisoners and detainees. 

— the tracking down of all those directly 
responsible for the crimes of apartheid in 
accordance with the International Conven- 
tion on the Prosecution and Punishment of 
the Crime of Apartheid. 

The Day of Solidarity with the Political Pris- 
oners in South Africa affords us an opportunity 
once again to re-affirm our anti-imperialist 
solidarity with the just liberation struggle of 
the South African patriots under the leader- 
ship of the ANC. 


GDR Solidarity Committee Archives 


Speech delivered by GDR representative Horst Keilau to the 

Third Committee of the XXXII session of the UN General Assembly 
concerning the implementation of the UN Declaration on the Granting 
of Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples 


11 October 1977 


The principle of equality and of the right of 
peoples to self-determination is connected with 
an important event of truly world-shaking im- 
portance whose 60th anniversary we will 
shortly be celebrating: the Great October So- 
cialist Revolution of 1917. One of its greatest 
international achievements lies in the fact 
that it introduced this principle into interna- 
tional law, in the fight against the jus ad bel- 
lum of imperialism and made it a fundamental 
norm of the peaceful cooperation of peoples 
based on equality. 


The right of peoples to decide on their political 
status freely and without interference from 
outside and to shape their own economic, so- 
cial and cultural development, is one of the 
most imperative basic principles of present- 
day international law. It is firmly anchored in 
the United Nations Charter, the Charter of 
Economic Rights and Duties of States and the 
two International Conventions on Human 
Rights and expressly upheld in the historical 
UN Resolutions 1514 dtd. 14 December 1960 
and 2526 dtd. 24 October 1970. Its implemen- 
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tation is directly connected with the fight of 
the peoples against aggression, occupation and 
colonialism, and for political and economic 
independence and the guaranteeing of human 
rights and basic freedoms. 

Mr. Aureliu Cristescu, the special rapporteur 
of the Commission on Human Rights is cor- 
rect to remark in his study, Doc. E/CN.4/Sub. 
2/L.641, on the historical and current develop- 
ment of the right to self-determination, that 
“the right of peoples to self-determination is 
a fundamental right without which other rights 
cannot be fully enjoyed... Consequently, en- 
joyment of this right is a prerequisite for the 
exercise of all individual rights and freedoms.” 
We agree with this statement, because the in- 
dividual does not exist in isolation from so- 
ciety, but only as part of it. Social experience 
in the last 60 years has confirmed a hundred 
times over that the guaranteeing and effective 
realization of all elements of the right to self- 
determination are both a precondition for the 
consolidation of international peace and secu- 
rity and a basic condition for the economic, 
social and cultural progress of peoples. This 
has also been demonstrated in very recent 
history by the two states which have just been 
accepted into this world organization; the 
Socialist Republic of Vietnam and the Republic 
of Djibouti. 

What can say more about the successful strug- 
gle of peoples for peace, independence and 
self-determination than the historic victory of 
Vietnam? Imperialist aggression, war and sup- 
pression were unable to halt this brave people 
on the road to national and social freedom. 
Supported by the strength of world-wide so- 
lidarity, it brought its just cause to victory. 
The independence of Djibouti on the African 
continent is also one of a series of violent 
changes which have marked the history of our 
globe. 

Agenda Item 79 is closely connected with the 
struggle against colonialism, neo-colonialism 
and racism, and much that we have already 
discussed in the previous point plays a role 
here, too. 

In view of the open and masked continuation 
of colonialist and neo-colonialist practices in 
many parts of the world aimed at the oppres- 
sion of peoples, discussion of the right to self- 
determination has lost none of its relevance. 
There are still 30 million people exposed to 
colonial and foreign subjugation. The situation 
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of the peoples in southern Africa, in the occu- 
pied Arab territories and in the many so-called 
small territories still demands decisive meas- 
ures by the UN. 

We are following developments in southern 
Africa with great concern. A large volume of 
evidence is drawing one’s attention time and 
again to this region, where basic rights are 
being trodden underfoot by the racist regimes. 
Outrageous policies of apartheid are being 
continued despite a large number of UN re- 
solutions. The political arena is characterized 
by prison, torture and murder, and not even 
women and children are spared. Now as be- 
fore, these people are being robbed of their 
right to self-determination as well as of their 
political, economic, social and cultural rights. 
Accelerated armament and military aggression 
spread the flagrant violation of human rights 
beyond the borders of South Africa. Fifty 
thousand South African mercenaries are ear- 
marked for securing the illegal occupation of 
Namibia and annexing the seaport of Walvis 
Bay as a “‘stake in the heart of Namibia”. The 
regime of terror in Southern Rhodesia is still 
being propped up in violation of UN sanctions. 
Free African neighbouring states are being 
exposed to constant aggression. 

A Dangerous threat to peace and international 
security is emerging from racist policy, espe- 
cially as the apartheid regime is reaching out 
towards nuclear weapons and makes no secret 
of the fact that it is ready to use them. The 
threat by the South African Finance Minister 
that South Africa was reserving the right to 
use its nuclear potential for other than peace- 
ful purposes is on a par with his Premier's 
remark that South Africa had not signed the 
Nuclear Non-proliferation Treaty. 

The statement of the special rapporteur, Mr. 
Ahmed M. Khalifa, in his study, Doc. E/CN.4/ 
Sub.2/371, that ‘‘the evil system of apartheid 
is the mask of imperialism and it is gaining 
strength because of the continued economic, 
military and political support it is receiving 
from the Western countries, and that without 
this support, the system of apartheid could not 
survive’, is just as urgent as ever. 

For this reason, my delegation is repeating its 
demand that the legitimate rights of the peo- 
ples of southern Africa, especially their right 
to self-determination be helped to become a 
reality by means of decisive action by the UN 
against the racist regimes. 


We are in total agreement with the special 
rapporteur, Hector Gross Expiell, who con- 
cludes in paragraph 185 of Doc. E/CN.4/Sub. 
2/377/Add. 3 that “action to expose and con- 
demn the adverse influence of diplomatic, mili- 
tary and economic assistance to regimes which 
deny and disregard the right of peoples to self- 
determination must be steadfastly pursued, and 
similar action must be taken with regard to 
economic interests which, in various guises, 
impede or adversely affect the process of de- 
colonialization”. 

One occasionally hears the opinion expressed 
in connection with the advance of the process 
of decolonialization and the guaranteeing of 
independence to further former colonial coun- 
tries and peoples that discussion of Agenda 
Item 79 is exhausted and ought to be replaced 
by a general discussion on self-determination 
and human rights. The GDR delegation cannot 
share such sentiments. An essential element 
of the right to self-determination is the right 
of all peoples to take every measure which 
they consider necessary for their economic and 
social development, and in particular to have 
control of their natural resources and economic 
potential. The problems of the economic foun- 
dations of the right to self-determination have 
today become an essential element in over- 
coming the after-effects of colonialism and for 
a free social and cultural development for 
many countries. We welcome the fact that, 
particularly in Chapter III of the afore-men- 
tioned study, Mr. Cristescu examines the rela- 
tionship between the implementation of the 
right to self-determination and economic and 
social development, including the effective 
guarantee and observance of human rights. 
Discussion of the many different aspects of 
this relationship is an important task which 
our Committee will have to examine increas- 
ingly in our consideration of this Item and of 
other Items on the agenda, because they are 
very important for the full realization of the 
right to self-determination, equality, indepen- 
dence and the guaranteeing of human rights 
and basic freedoms. 

Another historical truth which the Great Octo- 
ber Socialist Revolution taught us, Madam 
Chairman, is that the freedom of the monop- 
olies is incompatible with the free exercise of 
the right to self-determination. For the GDR, 
a socialist country, the realization that the free- 
dom and dignity of the individual begin where 


the freedom of the monopolies ends is funda- 
mental. 

Permit me to return to one aspect which the 
GDR delegation believes has become increas- 
ingly relevant in recent years in the struggle 
of peoples who are still dependent for the 
realization of the right to self-determination. 
We made our position on this point clear in 
our declaration last year. 

The Declaration on the Granting of Indepen- 
dence to Colonial Countries and Peoples ex- 
pressly stated that the prohibition of aggres- 
sion was also valid in connection with peoples 
who were still in the process of creating an 
independent state. In the struggle for the reali- 
zation of the right to self-determination against 
the colonial rulers, the national liberation 
movements have the right to self-defence by 
all means and can claim assistance from other 
states. 

In order to hinder the realization of the right 
to self-determination of the colonially and ra- 
cially oppressed peoples in southern Africa 
and the legitimate aid of free African states 
to the national liberation movements, the racist 
regimes make wide-spread use of mercenaries 
against both the liberation movements as such, 
and in acts of aggression against independent 
states. 

For this reason, my delegation would like once 
again to express its hopes that the principles 
developed from UN Resolutions 1514 (XV), 
2465 (XXIII), 2548 (XXIV), 2708 (XXV) and 
3101 (XXVIII), various related Security 
Council resolutions and other UN documents 
against the use, recruitment, financing and 
training of mercenaries will be controlled in a 
way which is internationally binding. 

The fundamental documents of modern inter- 
national law set most store by the principle of 
equality and the right to self-determination of 
peoples. 

The United Nations Charter expressly em- 
phasizes the importance of respecting this prin- 
ciple for securing peace and developing 
friendly relations among states. 

An interpretation of this principle in such a 
way that the sovereignty of another state is to 
be put in question or undermined, runs counter 
to international law and the basic intent of the 
United Nations Charter. It is damaging to 
peace and the development of peaceful co- 
operation between peoples and nations. 

Yet this is exactly what German imperialism 
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has always done. It interfered in the affairs of 
other states, put European frontiers in 
question and sparked off the Second World 
War, by refering to a fictitious right to self- 
determination of all Germans, irrespective of 
the state in which they lived, although German 
imperialism always maintained that it wished 
to solve this problem by peaceful means. For 
this reason, I feel I must make particular 
reference here to the words of the Foreign 
Minister of the GDR when he spoke in the 
debate of the General Assembly session on 
29 September. ‘’Freely exercising their right 
to self-determination, the people of the Ger- 
man Democratic Republic have irrevocably 
opted for socialism. Our state is a firm con- 
stituent part of the socialist community. At- 
tempts to disregard this fact endanger peace 
and security in Europe.” 


The German Democratic Republic has always 
supported the just struggle of peoples for their 
liberation. Solidarity with peoples fighting 
against colonial and racist oppression and for 
national independence, self-determination and 
social progress is and remains an unalterable 
principle of the foreign policy of our state. 
The deep sympathy, solidarity and support of 
the GDR go out to the peoples of South Africa, 
Namibia and Zimbabwe and to the Arab peo- 
ple of Palestine and their legitimate repre- 
sentative, the PLO, and to their just efforts to 
realize their right to self-determination, in- 
cluding the right to create their own Palesti- 
nian state. 


Archives of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
of the GDR 


Speech delivered by Ambassador Peter Florin, Deputy Minister of 
Foreign Affairs and Permanent Representative of the GDR at the 
United Nations, to the XXXII session of the UN General Assembly 


on the question of Namibia 


19 October 1977 


For more than 90 years the people of Namibia 
has been under colonial rule. During this time 
the names of the oppressors changed but im- 
perialist exploitation remained and was con- 
tinuously intensified. Despite the resolutions 
of the United Nations, clear though they have 
been, the Vorster regime continues to practise 
its annexationist and terrorist policy and per- 
sists in denying the Namibian people its right 
to independence and self-determination. 

The illegal occupation of Namibia and the 
oppression of its people are essential elements 
of a system of racist-colonialist exploitation 
which allows the monopolies, always greedy 
for maximum profits, to plunder the country’s 
mineral resources and exploit cheap labour. 
The structures of power in Namibia which 
were created by South Africa and are still in 
existence, serve the political, economic and 
military interests of big imperialist monopolies 
which have entered into a close alliance with 
the apartheid regime in South Africa. The 
comprehensive capital investments made by 
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these monopolies are of no advantage at all to 
the Namibian people which is living under 
conditions of the most brutal colonial and 
racist oppression. 

The big monopolies and their representatives 
openly scorn voices calling for the establish- 
ment of a new international economic order 
and ignore all resolutions of the United Na- 
tions pertinent to Namibia, the victim of 
illegal occupation. They flout the authority of 
the Namibia Council and its decisions like 
Decree No.1. Deposits of diamonds, copper, 
zinc, tungsten, uranium etc. are ruthlessly 
plundered and supplied to the big imperialist 
countries. 

South Africa, for its part, acting in connivance 
with the imperialist interest groups, has major 
military plans afoot to guarantee that this 
exploitation continues. Thus, Namibia is now 
being transformed into an arsenal bursting 
with weapons. The South African occupation 
regime has increased its military strength in 
the north of Namibia to 50,000 troops. The 


network of military bases established close to 
the Angolan and Zambian frontiers has been 
extended. South Africa’s military expenditure 
has more than doubled since 1973. The 1977/78 
budget provides for the enormous sum of 
nearly 2,000 million US dollars for military 
expenditure. South Africa receives 40 per cent 
of its military equipment from abroad and 
more than 1,100 million US dollars was spent 
for this purpose within 10 years. 

The Vice President of SWAPO, Muyongo, 
stated before the Committee of the 24: ‘‘The 
enemy is arming itself to the teeth with the 
most modern weapons of death and destruc- 
tion, supplied to it in a generous manner by its 
imperialist allies and supporters.” (Doc. A/ 
AC.109/PV 1062, p. 19—20) 

These weapons are well known from NATO 
arsenals and they are ordered and supplied 
according to the NATO code. Thus the mono- 
polies plundering Namibia in addition make a 
profit on equipping the South African occupa- 
tion troops in Namibia. 

But not content with this, the apartheid re- 
gime, having been enabled to speed up its 
nuclear research thanks to close cooperation 
—notwithstanding all pertinent UN resolu- 
tions—with nuclear research institutes, arma- 
ment firms and even military authorities of 
imperialist states and Israel, has prepared for 
nuclear weapons tests, even within Namibian 
territory. The apartheid regime, which refuses 
to apply the principle of non-proliferation, has 
by no means abandoned this project. It is not 
difficult to guess against whom the atomic 
weapons now being developed will be directed. 
In other places, too, imperialist circles are 
continuing to set up missile bases directed 
against the same independent states. 

Those states which are making this develop- 
ment possible assume a heavy responsibility. 
Nuclear weapons in the hands of the racists 
represent a grave threat to all mankind. It is 
therefore urgently necessary for the UN to 
take vigorous steps to thwart the racist at- 
tempts at getting possession of nuclear weap- 
cns. 

We consider that supplying weapons and 
war materials to South Africa, transferring 
technology to that country and making avail- 
able to it means for the manufacture of nu- 
clear weapons as well as any cooperation with 
South Africa in the nuclear field represent 
obvious support for South Africa’s acts of 


aggression against the people of Namibia and 
are directed against the UN. 

The situation created by the policies of the 
apartheid regime and the circles supporting 
it holds grave dangers for peace and security. 
It flies in the face of the United Nations, its 
charter and its resolutions. 

However, the most brutal oppression of the 
Namibian people, which is carried out with the 
assistance of powerful imperialist interests, 
will not be able to prevent that people from 
securing the final triumph of its right to self- 
determination and independence. 

Since the adoption of resolution 1514 (XV) on 
the initiative of the Soviet Union numerous 
peoples suffering under colonial oppression 
have won their independence and today oc- 
cupy their rightful place in the United Na- 
tions. 

Only a few years ago certain forces were 
attempting even within the UN to deny that 
place to one of Namibia’s neighbours, Angola, 
which immediately after its proclamation as 
a people’s republic had to defend itself against 
the South African aggressors who were in- 
vading its territory from Namibia. 

New and more propitious conditions have 
been created for the struggle being waged by 
the people of Namibia for self-determination 
and independence. The people are steadily 
closing ranks around their sole authentic re- 
presentative, SWAPO. We are convinced that 
the day is not far off when Namibia under the 
leadership of SWAPO will take its rightful 
place in the world organization. 

The imperialist monopolies and the represen- 
tatives of their interests, however, are by no 
means prepared to accept this inevitable 
historic development. 

At present they are intensifying their efforts 
to retain Namibia, its people and its natural 
wealth as an object of neo-colonialist exploita- 
tion. The methods and manoeuvres which are 
to serve this end are multi-faceted and not 
always clear at first glance. In their essence, 
however, they are not new. 

There are press reports on gatherings of the 
groupings which—to date organized in the so- 
called Turnhalle Alliance—were chosen by 
Vorster to camouflage the colonial occupation 
of Namibia. Now these same forces are deli- 
berating with Vorster on how to manipulate 
elections against the legitimate representative 
of the Namibian people, SWAPO, and how to 
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cheat the people of Namibia out of the fruits 
of their hard struggle. 

With the help of puppets in the pay of Vorster 
and that of the monopolies a pseudo-indepen- 
dence is to be prepared completely in 
defiance of the spirit and letter of the peo- 
ples’ right to self-determination. Whoever 
pretends to act in the interests of the people 
of Namibia while maintaining continuous con- 
tacts with such collaborators and puppets in 
order to prevent SWAPO coming to power is 
violating UN resolutions and OAU decisions. 
SWAPO has always put forward a legitimate 
claim, fully in accord with Resolution 385 of 
the Security Council, for the immediate, total 
and unconditional withdrawal of all South 
African troops from the territory of Namibia. 
This claim is of fundamental significance for 
the people of Namibia and for all the peoples 
of southern Africa. The exercise of the sover- 
eign right to self-determination, including the 
choice of the path of development, cannot be 
guaranteed by Vorster’s bayonets. 

One fact particularly revealing of the neo- 
colonialist schemes to control Namibia after 
the attainment of its independence was the re- 
cent announcement by South Africa concerning 
the annexation of Walvis Bay. This attempt to 
annex Walvis Bay, which is Namibia’s only 
deep-sea port, is an act of open colonialist ex- 
pansion aimed at undermining the future in- 
dependence of Namibia. The GDR regards 
Walvis Bay as an integral part of Namibia. 
This position is in harmony with pertinent UN 
resolutions and with the documents of the 
Maputo conference. 

There have been no signs so far that those 
who in contrast to Vorster pretend to be for 
the independence of Namibia have emphatic- 
ally and publicly rejected this act of aggres- 
sion. Appeasement has always fostered the 
plans of the aggressor as, among others, is 
shown by the Munich Dictate of 1938. 

The resolutions of the XXXI session of the 
UN General Assembly, the discussions and 
decisions of the international conferences in 
Maputo and Lagos have mapped out a clear 
way of putting an end to the illegal occupa- 
tion of Namibia. What is decisive is the politi- 
cal will of all—I stress, all—states to isolate 
the apartheid regime, the last bastion of colo- 
nialism and racism in southern Africa. 

With its statement ‘‘On the Complete Elimina- 
tion of the Vestiges of Colonialism, Racism 
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and Apartheid” (Doc. A/32/259) of 5 October 

1977 the USSR submitted a concrete plan for 

overcoming all obstacles preventing a real 

solution to the problems in southern Africa. 

This initiative is another expression of the 

USSR’s policy of support for the just cause of 

all oppressed peoples which it has consistently 

and steadfastly pursued since the victory of the 

Great October Socialist Revolution, the 60th 

anniversary of which we will commemorate 

these days. 

As stated by the Central Committee of SWAPO 

at its session from 21 to 24 September 1977 

and as has been pointed out by Sam Nujoma, 

President of SWAPO, here at the plenary ses- 

sion of the General Assembly yesterday, the 

situation in Namibia has not taken a turn for 
the better, despite all diplomatic initiatives 
launched by the Western members of the 

Security Council and contrary to public an- 

nouncements by South Africa that it would be 

prepared to terminate its illegal occupation of 

Namibia. We consider that the final ending 

of the illegal occupation of Namibia and the 

securing of the right to self-determination and 
independence for the Namibian people require 

a clear and principled attitude as well as re- 

solute action on the part of all states members 

of the world organization: 

All states that sincerely champion this cause 

should 

— recognize SWAPO as the sole authentic re- 
presentative of the people of Namibia and 
break off all relations with the forces op- 
posed to the Namibian people and to 
SWAPO, 

— reaffirm the right of the people of Namibia 
to wage its struggle for self-determination 
in all forms and with all the necessary 
means until the achievement of complete 
independence and give SWAPO the neces- 
sary support for that struggle, 

— take vigorous coercive measures against the 
apartheid regime which is occupying Nami- 
bia contrary to international law and work 
for the imposition of a mandatory weapons 
embargo and economic sanctions by the 
Security Council as well as actively contri- 
bute to the further international isolation of 
South Africa, 

— reject all restrictive prior conditions for in- 
dependence and any restriction on in- 
dependence, particularly any encroachment 
in the form of the stationing of South Afri- 


can troops, the maintenance of military 
bases or the carrying out of nuclear tests on 
the territory of Namibia, 

— ensure the accession of the Namibian peo- 
ple to real independence and genuine self- 
determination by eliminating the influence 
of the opposing forces, particularly the re- 
pressive South African government machine 
in Namibia, the instruments of propaganda 
of the apartheid regime and of the neo- 
colonialist interest groups, economic and 
others, operating in Namibia in unison with 
the apartheid regime, 

— defend the cause of Namibia’s independence 
as a single entity, with strict respect for its 
territorial integrity, and reject any attacks 
against these principles. 

These principles are in complete harmony with 

those of the Charter of the United Nations, the 

decisions of the Security Council pertinent to 

Namibia, as well as the decisions of the XXXI 

session of the General Assembly, the Con- 


ference of the Non-aligned Countries in 
Colombo and the latest OAU Summit in Libre- 
ville. The recognition and fulfilment of these 
tasks by all states would effectively contribute 
to ending the illegal occupation of Namibia 
as soon as possible and to granting genuine 
independence to this people and would truly 
help to bring about peace in Namibia. 

At a recent reception in Berlin, capital of the 
GDR, given for the President of the People’s 
Republic of Congo, Yhomby Opango, the 
General Secretary of the Central Committee of 
the SED and Chairman of the GDR Council of 
State, Erich Honecker, declared: 

‘“‘We are supporting the peoples of Zimbabwe, 
Namibia and South Africa in their struggle for 
national independence and social progress. 
This is a firm principle of our policy.” 


Archives of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
of the GDR 


Speech delivered by GDR representative Horst Joachimi to the 
Fourth Committee of the XXXII session of the UN General Assembly 


on the peoples’ right to self-determination 


4 November 1977 


Once more the Fourth Committee is dealing 
with the problems of the still considerable 
number of so-called smaller territories whose 
peoples are denied the right to self-determina- 
tion and independence. 

At present we are witnessing intensified ef- 
forts directed towards the final liquidation of 
colonialism, racism and apartheid in southern 
Africa. Measures to eradicate the remnants of 
colonialism in other parts of the world have to 
be made part and parcel of this struggle. 
Thanks to the new international balance of 
forces, thanks to existing socialism which saw 
the light of day with the Great October So- 
cialist Revolution whose 60th anniversary we 
are celebrating these days, there are favour- 
able conditions for this struggle. 

The peoples of the world are fighting for the 
development of new relations on a basis of 
equality and have made much progress in this 


direction so that the realization of their right 
to self-determination and independence even 
of the smallest of peoples irrespective of size, 
historical development and geographic posi- 
tion is of topical importance. 

The OAU and the movement of non-aligned 
countries took numerous decisions pointing 
in this direction. The declaration issued by the 
USSR on 5 October 1977 on the total eradica- 
tion of the remnants of colonialism, racism and 
apartheid is in line with this aim and will, in 
the opinion of my delegation, provide new 
impetus to the work of the UN in favour of 
the complete eradication of colonialism in its 
various forms. 

The right to self-determination and indepen- 
dence is valid for all peoples, also for those 
who still suffer from the colonial yoke, be they 
in Africa, in the Pacific or Atlantic, in South- 
East Asia or elsewhere. 
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The forces which believe that the so-called 
small territories could be excluded from this 
process and who want to interpret UN resolu- 
tions at their own discretion, in conflict with 
principles of the Charter, bear the full re- 
sponsibility for the consequences developing 
from this attitude which endangers regional 
and international security. 

After the recent defeats colonialism and neo- 
colonialism suffered in Indochina and the 
eradication of the Portuguese colonial yoke, 
which bring in their wake the loss of military 
bases, we are witnessing the intensified ef- 
forts of those wanting to include the so-called 
small territories in their aggressive strategic 
plans. 

Military bases are being put up whose exist- 
ence in any case conflicts with the interests of 
the peoples and which are expected to be ac- 
cepted as the prerequisite for a guaranteed 
so-called self-determination. 

The transnational corporations almost totally 
control many of these territories, prevent them 
from developing a diversified economic struc- 
ture in order to ensure relations of depend- 
ence on the large monopolies for a long time 
to come of those territories. 

This is by far not the limit of efforts to deny, 
postpone and distort for the peoples of those 
territories the right to self-determination and 
independence. 

Attempts are, for example, being made to 
enforce certain forms of state organization 
with a particular social, economic and political 
orientation and to work towards those aims 
even with the help of military force and op- 
pression. Such practices are a direct inter- 
ference into the exercise of the right of self- 
determination of these colonially oppressed 
peoples and a serious infringement of the 
sovereignty of emerging nations. Thus efforts 
are being made to impose a certain path of 
development upon these peoples, i.e. to 
guarantee the continuation of oppression and 
of plundering their natural resources. 

We reject resolutely all attempts to undermine 
the clear-cut aims and stipulations of Resolu- 
tion 1514 (XV) in this way. 

My delegation affirms its opinion that the 
unrestricted execution of the right to self- 
determination and independence is a prere- 
quisite for the further strengthening of peace 
and for the prevention of new hotbeds of ten- 
sion emerging. Efforts are being directed to 
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limit the free decision of the peoples about 
the ways and means of organizing their in- 
dependence. 

This is obviously related to the intention to 
pursue a neo-colonialist policy. 

Alterations of this decision, for example, in 
respect of separating from other territories or 
joining other territories or a division along 
tribal lines etc. represent a violation of the 
right to self-determination and independence. 
All problems related to the ways and means of 
exercising state sovereignty can only be solved 
by the peoples in fully realizing their rights to 
self-determination and independence. 

We reject any alteration of frontiers by force 
and acts of military occupation endangering 
peace and which are by no means in the in- 
terests of finally eradicating the remnants of 
colonialism, racism and apartheid. 

We particularly condemn measures of military 
blackmail of national liberation movements in 
the oppressed colonial territories. These libera- 
tion movements can be sure of continuous sup- 
port from progressive forces throughout the 
world, including—as is proved by history—the 
support of those peoples whose governments 
now as before are pursuing colonial and neo- 
colonial activities. 

The GDR as a socialist state stands uncom- 
promisingly for the eradication of colonialism 
in all its forms and declares its solidarity with 
all peoples fighting for true independence and 
the right to self-determination, be they in 
South-East Asia, the Pacific, the Atlantic or in 
Africa. 

It affirms its opinion that all states have to 
cooperate with the respective UN bodies in 
terms of their obligations in order to make an 
effective contribution to the immediate realiza- 
tion of the right to self-determination and in- 
dependence. In this respect I would like to 
emphasize my delegation’s opinion that the 
specialized agencies and other organizations 
in the UN system bear the responsibility for 
contributing, both morally and materially, to 
the rapid and complete implementation of the 
Declaration on the Granting of Independence 
to the Colonially Oppressed Countries and 
Peoples. The UN General Assembly resolu- 
tions dealing with the support for the struggle 
of colonially oppressed peoples and _ their 
liberation movements offer a sound basis for 
this purpose. 

My delegation regards it as necessary to stress 


once more that all organizations attached to 
the UN system have to cease all support for 
the governments in southern Africa and the 
illegal Smith cabinet. 

The GDR delegation supports the proposal 
made by the USSR to fix specific dates for the 
eradication of the remnants of colonialism. 


The world-wide completion of the process of 
decolonization would be a major contribution 
to détente, the strengthening of international 
security and world peace. 


Archives of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
of the GDR 


Speech delivered by Ambassador Peter Florin, Deputy Minister 

of Foreign Affairs and Permanent Representative of the GDR at the 
United Nations, to the XXXII session of the UN General Assembly 
concerning the policy of apartheid pursued by the government 


of South Africa 


14 November 1977 


We are all witnessing world-wide changes in 
the international balance of forces in favour 
of the struggle of the peoples for peace, self- 
determination and independence and _ for 
liberation from exploitation and oppression. 
These are changes which began with the Great 
October Socialist Revolution 60 years ago. 
The peoples of southern Africa have also 
entered a new phase in their struggle for 
liberation from colonialism, racism and apart- 
heid. National liberation movements, the legi- 
timate representatives of their peoples, are 
speaking out strongly in the UN and demand- 
ing effective measures for the immediate re- 
moval of the rule of the colonialist and racist 
regimes. They are receiving growing support. 
At a time when peoples are making ever more 
urgent pleas for an end to the arms race and 
a halt in the development of new weapons of 
mass destruction, such as the neutron bomb, 
and are striving ever more determinedly for 
the securing of peace and international secu- 
rity and for the creation of new economic re- 
lations based on equality so that they can 
devote themselves to peaceful construction, the 
illegal apartheid regime in Pretoria is not only 
a historical anachronism, but is also a serious 
obstacle to the pacification of the African con- 
tinent. 

The apartheid regime in South Africa is the 
centre of racism and colonialism in southern 
Africa. As demonstrated by the level of its 
armaments, and in particular its attempts to 


procure nuclear weapons, its repeated acts of 
aggression against independent African states, 
its continued unlawful occupation of Namibia 
and its extensive support for the illegal Smith 
regime in Southern Rhodesia, it represents a 
serious threat to peace and international se- 
curity. 

If we once again condemn this regime, which 
grossly violates the letter and spirit of the 
UN Charter, and demand effective measures 
for its removal, we cannot help but remark 
that this trouble spot would long since have 
ceased to exist if all UN member states had 
acted according to the resolutions of the 
General Assembly and ceased all support for 
the regime in Pretoria. Only a few days ago, 
the right to veto was misused by several coun- 
tries to prevent effective sanctions being im- 
posed on the apartheid regime. Once again, 
imperialist states have opposed the just de- 
mands of the African group of countries, 
which is acting on the basis of the resolutions 
of the OAU and is being supported in this by 
the socialist and non-aligned countries. The 
votes against this motion are an expression of 
the attempts by ruling circles in these states to 
prevent any fundamental change in South 
Africa. However, it is not a question of cos- 
metic but of fundamental change which would 
give the people equality and free them from 
colonialism. What is needed is greater pres- 
sure on the circles presently in power in 
Pretoria, with the broad support of the strug- 
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gles to achieve the freedom of the oppressed 
and exploited in South Africa. 
The United Nations Organization is not the 
trustee of military and economic interests of 
imperialist monopoly groups in South Africa. 
The multinational monopolies and their re- 
presentatives are striving to achieve maximum 
profits from the exploitation of the people of 
South Africa and their mineral resources. But 
their aspirations go far beyond South Africa. 
This is confirmed by known neo-colonialist 
plans and activities against southern Africa 
and Africa as a whole. South Africa is intended 
to remain a bulwark and strategic bridgehead 
for imperialism, directed against the right to 
self-determination of the peoples. We would 
contrast the greed for profit of imperialism, 
which is to continue to be satiated by neo- 
colonialist methods, with another principle: 
the sovereign right of all peoples to self- 
determination, including a free choice of their 
path of development, and to independence and 
equality, i.e. the right to national and social 
liberation. 
Someone recently claimed in the plenum of the 
General Assembly that one should not oppose 
Vorster, because his trusting cooperation was 
required in the interests of a so-called peace- 
ful settlement. The Namibia question was 
given as an example. To give any considera- 
tion to such a thesis would be, however, to try 
to put the cart before the horse and to set the 
fox to keep the geese. As concerns Namibia, it 
is known that the UN-both the General As- 
sembly and the Security Council as well as the 
Namibia Council—has clearly passed resolu- 
tions which must be implemented so that the 
people of Namibia can put into practice their 
sovereign right to self-determination and in- 
dependence. 
The UN confirmed that SWAPO is the only 
and authentic representative of this brave peo- 
ple. Consequently the world organization, 
which is directly responsible for Namibia, has 
a duty to ensure that political power is en- 
trusted to SWAPO. Attempts to avoid these 
consequences can only mean that the UN reso- 
lutions are to be circumvented. We stand 
firmly on the side of SWAPO in its fight 
against plans which would end in neo-colo- 
nialist interests being successful with regard to 
Namibia. 

Furthermore, may I remark that the rele- 
vant documents of the UN prove that demon- 
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strations of trust in the racist regime in South 
Africa and hopes for its voluntary cooperation 
in solving existing political problems have 
never paid off. 

At this XXXII session of the General As- 
sembly, particular attention has been focussed 
on the dangers arising from the increased de- 
ployment of nuclear weapons. It therefore ap- 
pears strange that one could recently read 
declarations in the ‘‘New York Times” which 
supported the continuation of nuclear coopera- 
tion with South Africa. It is a strange kind of 
logic to claim that cooperation with South 
Africa in this field would be a more suitable 
way of preventing the nuclear armament of 
the apartheid regime than a cessation of co- 
operation, especially as it is only with the help 
and support of Western states that the apart- 
heid regime has been able to venture closer to 
nuclear weapons. In the opinion of my delega- 
tion, every state which seriously wishes to 
counter the threat posed by nuclear weapons 
should support effective measures which ex- 
clude the very possibility of the possession of 
nuclear arms by South Africa. To trust Mr. 
Vorster in this of all fields could entail extra- 
ordinarily serious consequences, and not only 
for the security of Africa. 

The GDR delegation is absolutely convinced 
of the need of further isolating the apart- 
heid regime for the purpose of changing the 
status quo there, which represents a threat to 
peace. 

The Anti-Apartheid Committee of which the 
GDR is a member has repeatedly drawn atten- 
tion to the support, ominous as it is, for this 
regime which results from extensive economic 
cooperation with South Africa. 

The documents of this Committee reveal that 
many NATO states have made a decisive con- 
tribution to, among other things, strengthening 
the armaments complex in South Africa and 
putting Vorster in a position where he can 
continue his aggressive external policy and his 
oppressive domestic policy, by means of long- 
term licence agreements, wide-ranging invest- 
ments and the granting and promotion of 
credit. In this connection, I should also like to 
refer to the document on cooperation between 
South Africa and Israel. 

The peoples of the world are demanding with 
ever greater urgency that all governments 
take active steps to halt the activities of the 
South African ruling circles which violate in- 


ternational law. At their most recent summit 
conference, the African heads of state and 
government established that the dangerous 
policies and actions of the apartheid regime 
made its complete isolation necessary. 

The World Conference for Action against 
Apartheid in Lagos, in which 112 states, the 
liberation movements and countless govern- 
mental and non-governmental organizations 
participated, also proposed a thorough assess- 
ment of the situation in South Africa and 
formulated tasks to support the liberation 
struggle of the peoples of South Africa. 
Paragraph 6 of the Lagos declaration states 
that the apartheid regime in South Africa is 
one of the main opponents of attempts by the 
UN and the international community to pro- 
mote self-determination and independence in 
this area. The Lagos resolutions demand the 
cessation of all military and nuclear coopera- 
tion with the racist regime, measures to put 
an end to economic support for the regime and 
effective control over the strict observance of 
related sanctions. 

The GDR delegation believes that the Lagos 
declaration represents a programme which, if 
implemented in full, would be in the interest 
not only of Africans, but of all peoples. 

The Security Council has now decided to im- 
pose a binding arms embargo on South Africa, 
with reference to chapter 7 of the UN Charter. 
This is a significant event, being the first time 
in the history of the UN that sanctions have 
been imposed on a member under Chapter 7, 
although we feel justified in remarking that 
this decision has been taken rather late. We 
consider this resolution as a starting point for 
intensifying the struggle in favour of energetic 
and effective measures against the apartheid 
regime. We share the opinion of those Security 
Council members who support the strict ob- 
servance and unqualified realization of all 
Council commitments. The immediate and un- 
qualified implementation of the sanctions im- 
posed by the Council, which also makes the 


employment of a corresponding control 
mechanism necessary, should be the concern 
of all UN members, especially all members of 
the Council. 

My delegation shares the view of the over- 
whelming majority of UN members that it is 
not enough to give symbolic warnings, where- 
by the greatest care is taken not to do any 
serious damage to the South African regime, 
which has always shown its disregard for the 
UN. We firmly believe that this is not simply 
a question of more rights for the oppressed 
people of South Africa. It is a question of 
equal rights for all. Neither do we believe that 
only a certain degree of dismantling of apart- 
heid is required; we are for the abolition of 
racial discrimination and for the realization of 
the inalienable rights of the oppressed people 
in South Africa. In this respect, we know that 
our desires are in accordance with the UN 
Charter. 

If the remnants of colonialism, racism and 
apartheid are to be eliminated once and for 
all, a further mobilization of world opinion 
and guiding resolutions are required, so that 
the all-round isolation of the apartheid regime 
can be achieved. 

The GDR stands staunchly shoulder to shoulder 
with the oppressed peoples of southern Africa 
and supports them in their hard struggle, 
which they are fighting on many fronts. 

We are confident that the national liberation 
movement in South Africa, which has produced 
such outstanding leaders as Nelson Mandela, 
will be victorious in alliance with the other 
progressive forces in the world, in particular 
the socialist states, over the forces of colo- 
nialism and racism and those who pull the 
strings. 

The GDR will make its contribution to this, 
particularly in; International Anti-Apartheid 
Year in 1978. 


Archives of the Ministry of Foreign Aftairs 
of the GDR 
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Speech delivered by GDR representative Giinter Mauersberger to the 
Fourth Committee of the XXXII session of the UN General Assembly 
on the activities of foreign economic and other interests which are 
impeding the implementation of the UN Declaration on the Granting 
of Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples 


18 November 1977 


The liberation struggle of the peoples against 
colonialism, neo-colonialism, and racism has 
entered a decisive stage. The implementation 
of resolution 1514 (XV), has changed the im- 
age of the world. What matters now is to 
conclude an ominous chapter of history and 
to mobilize all forces for this purpose. Despite 
the pleasure we feel about what has been 
achieved we do not overlook existing diffi- 
culties. 

As you, Mr Chairman, have justly underlined 
in your statement before the Fourth Commit- 
tee on 26 September the forces. of colonialism, 
neo-colonialism, and racism are still trying 
to oppose the exercise of genuine self-deter- 
mination and independence according to the 
sovereign will of the peoples. Typical for this 
is the situation in southern Africa, for in- 
stance, where the forces of colonialism and 
racism ever more openly endanger peace and 
security of the peoples in the world and com- 
mit permanent crimes against mankind. 
Today, when the peoples of those countries 
still oppressed by colonial and racist régimes 
stand ever more vigorously for their inalien- 
able right to self-determination, nobody can 
deny that those régimes would since long be 
in the dust-bin of history and peace would 
have come to this region of Africa, if those 
régimes were not supported by political, eco- 
nomic, and military interests. 

As the result of a thorough and useful debate 
in the Fourth Committee the thirty-first ses- 
sion of the General Assembly adopted, as is 
known, a number of decisions which because 
of their realism and their concrete nature are 
a valuable contribution to the mobilization of 
international public opinion in the struggle 
for eliminating the obstacles which impede the 
implementation of resolution 1514 (XV). Con- 
trary to resolution 31/7 colonialist and neo- 
colonialist interests are continuing their activi- 
ties in southern Africa now as before so that 
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the danger resulting from the colonial and rac- 
ist regimes have in no way decreased, on the 
contrary, they have even increased. 

In 1976/77 the Security Council repeatedly 
had to deal with acts of military aggression 
committed by the illegal minority régime in 
Southern Rhodesia against peaceful, indepen- 
dent African States. 

Natural resources belonging to the people of 
Zimbabwe are still being plundered. Multi- 
national monopolies continue to regard the 
people of Zimbabwe as a cheap object of 
exploitation. In spite of the well-known sanc- 
tions imposed by the Security Council oil 
continues to flow to Salisbury, enabling the 
mercenary troops of that régime to drop 
bombs on Zambia and Mozambique from 
helicopters the types of which are well-known 
in the armies of NATO States. The ques- 
tion should be asked why, for instance, the 
army of the Southern Rhodesian racist 
régime, in spite of the respective sanctions, 
has “‘Eland’”’ armoured personnel carriers and 
armoured scout vehicles of the ‘’Ferret’’ type, 
as mentioned in the 1976/77 Annual Report 
of the London Institute for Strategic Studies. 
Irrespective of the sanctions imposed, the signs 
of Mercedes, Ford, Bayer, Barclay etc. are tell- 
ing of the activities of these monopolies in 
Salisbury. 

In the report of the Committee of 24 (Doc. 
A/32/23 Part III) now before the Committee, 
other monopolies having a part in the plun- 
dering of Zimbabwe’s natural resources are 
mentioned. The very impressive report of the 
Commission on Transnational Corporations 
(Doc. E/C 10/26) of 6 April 1977, for exam- 
ple, in paragraph 152 draws attention to some 
monopolies which are the pillars of the steel 
and iron industry of Southern Rhodesia. 

In view of the high profit rates made by such 
monopolies from exploiting Zimbabwe, it is 
not surprising when circles close to these 


interest groups are undertaking more and 
more manoeuvres in order to ensure the im- 
perialist system of plundering and exploita- 
tion also in an independent State of Zim- 
babwe. The people of Zimbabwe under the 
leadership of its national liberation move- 
ment, the Patriotic Front, does not just want 
to eliminate the illegal Smith régime, but to 
achieve genuine, full sovereignty for its coun- 
try. 

No different image present the practices of 
neo-colonialist and racist circles in Namibia. 
The report of the Committee of 24 draws spe- 
cial attention to the activities of the corpora- 
tions involved in the extraction of uranium 
in Namibia. The London Sunday Times has 
reported about documents on the strategy of 
imperialist powers with regard to Namibia, 
which give the following assessment: ‘There 
is much at stake in Namibia. Even as under- 
developed as it is now, it is in the fourth 
place in Africa as regards the extraction of 
natural resources, and enormous deposits of 
uranium, diamonds, and copper remain unex- 
ploited. Furthermore, in its coastal area at 
Walvis Bay, the country has one of the 
largest natural harbours of the South Atlantic. 
Thus, concern over the character of the future 
government of the country is inevitable.” 

It is, therefore, small wonder that neo-colo- 
nialist interest groups involved in Namibia, 
together with the illegal occupant South Afri- 
ca, try to impose a long-term stationing of 
South African troops or the maintenance of 
military bases and to annex Walvis Bay ille- 
gally. 

As regards the GDR, we do not have such 
problems. We, as a socialist State, who have 
liberated ourselves once and for all from the 
power of monopolies, do not have any selfish 
interests in Africa. We side in solidarity with 
the South West Africa People’s Organiza- 
tion in its complicated struggle. We support 
that the government of a truly independent 
Namibia will have to be headed by SWAPO, 
the only representative of the people of Na- 
mibia. 

It has been claimed here and there that the 
monopolies are pursuing business interests 
only and that they would be no danger, on 
the contrary, that they would even be of ad- 
vantage, to the colonially oppressed peoples. 
All other arguments are often denounced as 
“propaganda”. In August of this year, the 
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Soviet news agency TASS warned of the dan- 
ger of nuclear tests by South Africa, made 
possible by the support of monopolies, nucle- 
ar research institutes, and other military 
circles of certain Western States and Israel, 
in the Kalahari desert which, as is known, 
extends also to the territory of Namibia. 
Statements issued after that in Western capi- 
tals reduce to absurdity the claims still made, 
from time to time, that the activities of mon- 
opolies do not have anything to do with pol- 
itics and that there is no danger to peace and 
security in southern Africa. 

After its recent Central Committee meeting 
SWAPO, in a communiqué, draws special 
attention to the development of nuclear weap- 
ons in South Africa and stated: “.. . Responsi- 
bility regarding this dangerous development 
rests squarely with the major Western coun- 
tries who provide the nuclear technological 
know-how to fascist South Africa...” 

In his statement before the XXXII General 
Assembly at its plenary meeting on 27 Sep- 
tember 1977, the esteemed Foreign Minister 
of the People’s Republic of Congo, Mr 
Obenga, pointed out that the apartheid re- 
gime had only postponed, but not renounced 
its plans for a nuclear explosion (cf. A/32/PV 
9, p. 106-115). 

At the international conferences in Maputo 
and Lagos many speakers called for unequivo- 
cal actions to ensure the final elimination 
of the colonial and racist regimes. They in- 
cluded representatives of the national libera- 
tion movements and of young African States 
which shook off the colonial yoke only re- 
cently, representatives of other non-aligned 
countries and of the socialist States allied to 
them, as well as representatives of the nume- 
rous non-governmental organizations which— 
in the countries that are chief supporters to 
colonialism and racism—are waging a dedicat- 
ed struggle in order to unmask the political, 
economic and military interests standing in 
the way of the implemetation of resolution 
1514(XV). They all pointed to the extensive 
interpenetration of imperialist interests in 
southern Africa and submitted concrete pro- 
posals, such as the imposing of economic 
sanctions and of a mandatory arms embargo 
against the main pillar of colonialism and 
racism in southern Africa, the illegal apart- 
heid regime. Such measures, if applied by 
all States, would be a genuine contribution 
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to the speedy achievement of peace and secu- 
rity also for that region of the globe. 

The Lagos Declaration contains concrete de- 
mands for the withholding of military, nuclear 
and economic assistance to the regimes in 
southern Africa, including the setting up of 
appropriate supervisory bodies. It would ap- 
pear worthwhile considering these ideas of 
the Lagos Conference to be taken up by the 
4th Committee as elements for its work in 
this respect. 

While both at Maputo and Lagos documents 
aimed at isolating the colonial and racist re- 
gimes by means of concrete measures 
mustered the consent of all States, the finance 
minister of the South African regime, for his 
part, went to Frankfurt-on-Main, where-—ac- 
cording to the news agency AFP of 15 July 
1977—he held talks on additional credit 
pledges. At the end of this visit the minister 
stressed that South Africa would receive the 
foreign financing contributions planned in her 
budget. 

Vorster has to be prevented from carrying 
on the military and nuclear arming of his 
regime, which is aimed to impede the realiza- 
tion of the right of the peoples of southern 
Africa to self-determination. In accordance 
with the Lagos Declaration we urge that the 
granting of credits to the apartheid regime 
be halted, that any investment in South Africa 
be terminated and that the provision of guar- 
antees in respect of credits for the racist 
State be discontinued. 

One still can hear now and then the dubious 
argument that States had but little leverage 
to induce the monopolies under their jurisdic- 
tion to comply with sanctions imposed. 

The youngest member of the world organiza- 
tion, the Socialist Republic of Vietnam, whose 
representative at this Committee we cordially 
salute, could certainly give a revealing ac- 
count of the extent to which certain States do 
have all the scope they want to make their 
transnational corporations comply with meas- 
ures of economic boycott. 

In your opening statement before the 4th 
Committee you rightly called for an end to 
the flow of arms and nuclear equipment and 
technology, which enables the racist minority 
regime to expand its military activities with 
a view to perpetrating acts of aggression. 
What matters most of all in this context is 
to isolate the racist Pretoria regime, which is 
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the linchpin of the dangerous situation in 
southern Africa. According to ““Le Monde 
diplomatique”’, the plans for setting up a 
South Atlantic Pact involving South Africa 
are far from abandoned. The People’s Repub- 
lic of Angola has warned against new mili- 
tary adventures by the apartheid regime. Is 
it merely by chance that, as the ‘“New York 
Times’ reported only a few days ago, an ever 
closer military co-operation is developing 
between Israel, Taiwan and the apartheid re- 
gime? What is the purpose of the recent 
large-scale military manoeuvres of the apart- 
heid regime’s armed forces, in the course 
of which they rehearsed acts of aggression 
against independent African States? With 
so-called peaceful solutions such moves, no 
doubt, have nothing to do whatsoever. 
The history of the African peoples’ struggle 
for realizing their right to self-determination 
and independence in accordance with resolu- 
tion 1514 (XV) abounds in examples that 
demonstrate the fatal role of imperialist 
economic and other interests in impeding the 
exercise of this right both before and after 
formal independence was won. 
But history also teaches about the advan- 
tages that accrue from the abolition or limita- 
tion of the power of those who do not shrink 
from using the most brutal forms of oppres- 
sion against their own and other peoples and 
who in their practices in defiance of interna- 
tional law go even as far as to factor in risks 
of unleashing war. 
Ever since the time when the Great October 
Socialist Revolution, sixty years ago, freed 
also the 33 million people of the colonially 
oppressed nationalities of tsarist Russia, on 
the basis of the Decree on Peace and of the 
Declaration on the Rights of the Peoples of 
Russia, and thus ushered in.a new era in the 
struggle of peoples for national and social 
liberation, the family of peoples of the USSR, 
just like later on the other States of the 
socialist community, has experienced a devel- 
opment which, to be sure, has proceeded and 
continues to proceed without the presence 
of monopolies and which is characterized by 
— relations among peoples based on equality; 
— steady improvement of social and cultural 
living standards, including, inter alia, guar- 
anteed enjoyment of the right to work and 
of the right to education; 
— systematic and harmonious development 


of the national economies with high growth 

rates; 
— absence of crises and of inflation. 
We consider the right of each people to sov- 
ereign decision on its road of development as 
an inalienable element of resolution 1514 
(XV). It is inadmissible, therefore, for certain 
imperialist political, economic and military 
interest groups to seek, even before inde- 
pendence is won pursuant to resolution 1514 
(XV), to impose a certain road of develop- 
ment on colonially oppressed peoples as a 
precondition for ceasing hindrances to the 
winning of formal independence. 
Such preconditions as well as schemes deriv- 
ed from them are contrary not just to the 
letter and spirit of resolution 1514 (XV), but 
to the interests of those peoples still under 
colonial oppression, be they peoples of big or 
small territories, in southern Africa or else- 
where. It was entirely justified for the OAU 
summit conference at Libreville to adopt res- 
olutions like 555 and 590 (XXIX), which urged 
those forces whose activities, in the final 
analysis, play an essential role in the dangers 
emanating from the racists in southern Africa, 
to abandon their resistance to the application 
of concrete measures aimed at eliminating the 
colonial and racist régimes. 


In light of the perils for international security 
with which the situation in southern Africa 
is fraught, it is high time, in the view of my 
delegation, to adopt decisions which take ac- 
count of this situation and spell out binding 
measures that will help ensure full-scope 
elimination of all the vestiges of colonialism, 
racism and apartheid. 

On behalf of my delegation, I take this op- 
portunity to stress once more before this 
Committee the principled stance of the Ger- 
man Democratic Republic in the struggle 
against colonialism, neo-colonialism and rac- 
ism. Let me conclude by quoting again from 
the statement of the GDR Foreign Minister, 
who stressed: ““The upsurge of the national 
liberation struggle, assisted by the strength 
of steadily mounting international solidarity, 
makes us confident that the cause of the 
peoples of Zimbabwe, Namibia and South 
Africa will be victorious. The German 
Democratic Republic pledges to continue 
supporting that struggle to the best of its 
ability.” (cf. A/32/PV 13, p. 36) 


Archives ot the Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
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From the speech delivered by Ambassador Peter Florin, Deputy Minister 
of Foreign Affairs and Permanent Representative of the GDR at the 
United Nations, to the XXXII session of the UN General Assembly 
concerning the Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries 


and Peoples 


7 December 1977 


For the 17th time the UN General Assembly 
is discussing the agenda item ‘‘Implementa- 
tion of the Declaration on the Granting of 
Independence to Colonial Countries and Peo- 
ples’. Repeatedly one was able to state that 
the. declaration produced on the USSR’s in- 
itiative had proved to be an effective inter- 
national instrument by which the liberation 
struggle of the peoples received a significant 
impetus. Who can doubt that the peoples have 
attained remarkable results in the struggle 


for national and social liberation during the 
past few years? Since the declaration was 
adopted in 1960, 45 countries have thrown off 
the yoke of colonialism and have been ad- 
mitted to our world organization. The admis- 
sion of Mozambique, Guinea-Bissau, Angola 
and Vietnam to the UN is eloquent proof of 
the irresistible advance of the national and 
social liberation of the peoples. 

The victory of the Great October Socialist 
Revolution marked the decisive starting point 
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of the general upswing the liberation move- 
ment received 60 years ago. Inspired by its 
ideals a wave of liberation from foreign domi- 
nation and colonial exploitation developed. 
Progressive mankind fought the battle against 
colonialism successfully. Today we can state 
with great satisfaction that the international 
balance of forces which has changed in favour 
of the forces of peace, democracy, national 
liberation and social progress gave rise to 
profound political and socio-economic changes. 
Areas ruled by the imperialists have turned 
into sovereign nationally liberated states which 
have become an important factor in world pol- 
itics. Allied to the socialist countries and all 
other democratic forces these young states are 
making an important contribution to the com- 
plete elimination of the remnants of colonial- 
ism, racism and apartheid. 

The Declaration on the Granting of Indepen- 
dence to Colonial Countries and Peoples has 
not lost its topicality and its total implementa- 
tion is one of the most urgent tasks at present. 
30 million people are today still deprived of 
their right to self-determination and indepen- 
dence. Terror and violence are being employed 
to refuse them their right to take their fate 
into their own hands. In particular one has 
to think of southern Africa, but also of the so- 
called small territories in the Atlantic, Pacific 
and Indian Oceans. 

Yet profound changes are under way, espe- 
cially on the African continent. The policy of 
détente, ever advancing in spite of imperialist 
resistance provided favourable conditions for 
political and socio-economic changes in an 
area imperialist and colonialist forces con- 
sidered their unshakeable domain. The acti- 
vities of the sovereign states built on the ruins 
of the Portuguese colonial empire have pro- 
moted an important upswing of the liberation 
struggle in southern Africa which has entered 
into its decisive and irreversible phase. The 
peoples of South Africa, Namibia and Zim- 
babwe, led by the national liberation move- 
ments as their genuine representatives, are in- 
tensifying their resistance against the odious 
regimes. Their heroic fighting spirit, inspired 
by the successes of the people of Angola and 
Mozambique and based upon growing inter- 
national solidarity will also wipe the last 
bastions of colonialism and racism on the 
African continent off the map. 

Major efforts are still necessary to achieve this 
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aim. The colonial racist regimes are continuing 
to oppress the peoples of Zimbabwe, Namibia 
and South Africa brutally and refuse to grant 
their basic rights to them. Acts of aggression 
against free African countries have increased. 
In their striving to maintain their illegal rule 
over the peoples in southern Africa the racists 
are arming at a furious pace. It is well known 
where the racist regimes get their arms from 
and Pretoria’s grab for the nuclear bomb is 
particularly alarming. Those who are paving 
the way for South Africa’s possession of the 
nuclear bomb are burdening themselves with 
a major responsibility. It is imperative to pre- 
vent such a development. 

It was clearly stressed in the resolution on 
item 94 which the Plenary Session adopted a 
few days ago that the colonial racist regimes 
in southern Africa are being backed in a 
variety of ways by powerful economic and 
military interest groups in imperialist coun- 
tries. They intend to counter the acquisition of 
genuine independence by these peoples and 
to safeguard the socio-economic structure on 
a long-term basis in this area in line with their 
ambitions. These activities are directed, above 
all, at further exploiting the peoples and their 
natural wealth and achieving super-profits in 
future too. 

The so-called new strategies vis-a-vis southern 
Africa have turned out essentially to be the 
old ones. The African states and peoples are 
intended to be put in neo-colonialist chains 
and involved in imperialist systems of alli- 
ances. In a nutshell, these are but so-called 
solutions, since they run counter to the peo- 
ples’ will. And the question arises how such 
neo-colonialist plans for safeguarding profits 
on the basis of the most brutal exploitation 
can be compatible with certain concepts of the 
so-called defence of human rights. Neo-colo- 
nialism must not receive any support. Im- 
perialism, by neo-colonialist means such as 
capital export, price and exchange rate manip- 
ulations, pressure by multinational corpora- 
tions and international finance organizations 
is trying to cement the dependence of the 
liberated countries. The peoples of the world 
are fully aware of the menace to peace and 
security emanating from the regimes in south- 
ern Africa and their accomplices. The most 
recent debates on the issues of ‘’Activities of 
foreign economic and other interests”, ‘“Nami- 
bia” and ‘Apartheid’ and the resolutions 


adopted already speak for themselves. In the 
opinion of the GDR delegation the UN deci- 
sions and resolutions form a good foundation 
for the fast and effective solution to the most 
pressing problems in southern Africa. A real 
solution of the conflicts can only mean grant- 
ing the full right to self-determination and 
independence to the peoples still oppressed 
colonially and racially by handing over power 
to their genuine representatives, the national 
liberation movements. Such an approach would 
be entirely in line with the relevant UN reso- 
lutions and would be the clearest and most 
simple way for achieving a real solution. Un- 
fortunately a few UN members are not carry- 
ing out their obligations concerning the Char- 
ter and are disregarding decisions taken by 
the world organization whose consistent ob- 
servance would isolate the racist regimes and 
in the final analysis contribute to their aboli- 
tion. The GDR firmly sides with the colonially 
and racially oppressed peoples and _ their 
national liberation movements in a spirit of 
solidarity. Brutal campaigns of oppression are 
being launched against them by gangs of 
mercenaries equipped with the most modern 
arms and if these peoples, in the face of this 
are fighting with all means at their disposal 
for their rights endorsed in the UN Charter 
this is a matter of course and corresponds to 
the humanist concern of their struggle. Grant- 
ing active support for the liberation move- 
ments must be the responsibility of the UN 
and all its member states. For the socialist 
states this is a firm component of their policy. 
The representatives of monopoly capital dislike 
this and hence are resorting to defamation, as 
we are able to read in the New York Times 
and hear and see on local television these days. 
Monopoly circles consider it natural that im- 
perialist countries run military bases in a large 
part of the world, as in Africa, too, and inter- 
fere in the internal affairs of other peoples. 
But if a small socialist country grants assist- 
ance and support to formerly colonially op- 
pressed peoples in order to consolidate their 


security and help them overcome their suf- 
fering the representatives of the imperialist 
monopolies maintain that this contradicts the 
process of détente. This is an attempt to divert 
from the true causes of tension. In so doing 
they are receiving aid and comfort from a 
party pretending to be revolutionary. 

Such manoeuvres, no matter under which 
slogan they are launched, only aim to weaken 
the struggle against imperialism and colo- 
nialism. We are of the opinion that problems 
inherited from imperialism should be solved 
on the basis of anti-imperialist solidarity. 
Major importance is attached to. the alliance 
between the socialist states and the fighters 
against colonialism, racism and apartheid 
precisely in view of the manoeuvres directed 
at sowing the seeds of discord and distrust 
among the progressive forces. 

The GDR is willing and able to contribute to 
the consolidation of this solidarity with all 
its strength in future too... The recent visits 
of GDR representatives to several African 
states—to Libya, Angola, Benin, Nigeria and 
Zambia—have served the consolidation of this 
solidarity. 

The recently held Plenary Session of the Cen- 
tral Committee of the SED, the GDR’s leading 
party paid much attention to questions of con- 
solidating the alliance with the national re- 
volutionary countries. We consider this a con- 
tribution to the all-round strengthening of the 
independence of these countries, exposed as 
they are to various forms of blackmail by neo- 
colonialist and other reactionary forces. The 
GDR is extending its unqualified support to 
the final elimination of all remnants of colo- 
nialism, racism and apartheid so that peace 
can be consolidated and the peoples can devote 
their attention to peaceful construction. In 
future we shall be working actively together 
with our African, Asian and Latin American 
friends in the UN to reach this goal. 


Archives of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
of the GDR 
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Joint communiqué on the visit to the GDR of a delegation of the 
South West Africa People’s Organization (SWAPO) of Namibia 


20 December 1977 


From 16 to 20 December 1977, a delegation 
of the South West Africa People’s Organiza- 
tion (SWAPO) of Namibia led by its President, 
Sam Nujoma, stayed in the German Demo- 
cratic Republic on an official visit at the in- 
vitation of the SED Central Committee. 
During the visit SWAPO President Sam Nu- 
joma was received by the General Secretary of 
the SED Central Committee, Erich Honecker. 
Erich Honecker commended the _ successes 
SWAPO has so far achieved in its sacrificing 
struggle against the South African occupiers, 
against racism and colonialism, and for the 
implementation of the Namibian people’s right 
to self-determination. He assured SWAPO of 
continued solidarity and support in its struggle 
for the liberation of Namibia. 

Sam Nujoma voiced his high appreciation and 
recognition of the significant gains the people 
of the GDR has made under the leadership of 
the SED in building thé advanced socialist 
society. He thanked the SED and the GDR 
people for the assistance they have been ex- 
tending to the people of Namibia. 

The SWAPO delegation had talks with a dele- 
gation of the SED led by Hermann Axen, 
member of the Political Bureau and CC Secre- 
tary, with Kurt Seibt, Chairman of the SED’s 
Central Auditing Commission and President of 
the GDR Solidarity Committee, and with Oskar 
Fischer, member of the SED Central Committee 
and Minister of Foreign Affairs. 

In the course of the formal talks, which were 
marked by an atmosphere of friendship, anti- 
imperialist solidarity, and full mutual under- 
standing, the two sides exchanged views on 
current international issues, notably the situa- 
tion in Europe, Asia, Latin America and Africa. 
They discussed the results and future tasks 
of cooperation between the SED and SWAPO. 
During his stay in the GDR Sam Nujoma tour- 
ed Potsdam county where he was received by 
Guenther Jahn, member of the SED Central 
Committee and First Secretary of the Potsdam 
County Executive of the SED. 

As a result of the SWAPO delegation’s visit to 
the GDR an agreement on cooperation between 
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the SED and SWAPO covering the years 1978 
and 1979 was signed. 

The talks held between the delegations of the 
SED and SWAPO confirmed that the two sides 
take a common stand on the international 
issues raised and on ways of further develop- 
ing relations between them. 

The two sides were agreed that the consistent 
policies of the socialist states and the struggle 
of the national liberation movement and of 
all progressive forces have helped to further 
change the international situation in favour 
of peace, security, national independence, 
democracy and socialism, so that there is a 
solid basis now for-successful further efforts to 
halt the arms race and to achieve effective 
steps toward disarmament and toward the com- 
plete elimination of the remnants of colo- 
nialism and racism. 

Both sides voiced their satisfaction at the fact 
that the peoples of Africa have won major 
victories in the struggle for independence, 
freedom and social progress. 

The SED stands firmly at the side of the 
Namibian people led by SWAPO-that people’s 
only legitimate representative. It supports the 
demand of SWAPO for the withdrawal of all 
South African armed forces and of the illegal 
administration from Namibia and for the 
release of all Namibian political prisoners as 
indispensable prerequisites for the achieve- 
ment of a negotiated settlement on Namibia. 
Both sides stand up resolutely for the imme- 
diate and full implementation of all UN resolu- 
tions and decisions on Namibia by racist South 
Africa and by all UN member states. 

Both sides hail the victories won by the libera- 
tion fighters of Zimbabwe, South Africa and 
Namibia and by their brothers-in-arms in Chile 
and in other Latin American and Asian coun- 
tries, and in Palestine in their just struggle 
against imperialism, colonialism, fascism, 
racism and Zionism, for national independence 
and self-determination. Both sides support the 
struggle of the Patriotic Front of Zimbabwe 
and of the African National Congress (ANC) 
of South Africa. 


The SED and SWAPO most sharply con- 
demn the continuing arms deliveries to the 
racist minority regimes in southern Africa and 
the political, diplomatic and economic support 
of these regimes on the part of the imperialist 
countries. As a consequence these minority re- 
gimes are in a position to continue their ag- 
gressive acts and thwart the political hopes 
of millions of people in southern Africa. 

Both sides condemn the intrigues and ma- 
noeuvres engineered by international imperial- 
ism and its ‘new strategy”, all of which is de- 
signed to find neo-colonialist solutions to the 
problems of southern Africa, deceive the op- 
pressed peoples of Zimbabwe, South Africa 
and Namibia and to preserve the existing re- 
lationship of forces in the region, with power 
in the hands of a minority of white settlers. 
Both sides recognize the peoples’ unqualified 
right to fight with every means for their na- 
tional and social liberation and to determine 
their future by themselves. 

The SED and SWAPO pointed to the great im- 
portance of the Great October Socialist Revo- 
lution for the transition of mankind from 
capitalism to socialism on a world scale. They 
commended the role of the USSR and the other 
socialist countries in strengthening peace and 
security in the world and in supporting the 
struggle against imperialism, racism, colo- 
nialism and neo-colonialism. 

The two sides agreed to strengthen the existing 
ties of friendship between them, which are 
based on anti-imperialist solidarity between 
the socialist states and the national liberation 
movement as the principal guarantee that the 


struggle of the peoples fighting for their na- 
tional and social liberation will be crowned 
with success. 

Both sides underline the necessity of convening 
the Geneva Middle East Conference, with the 
PLO participating on an equal footing, as the 
proper and competent forum for a peaceful 
settlement of the Middle East conflict. A just 
and stable peace in the Middle East is possible 
only on the basis of the complete withdrawal 
of all Israeli troops from the Arab territories 
occupied in 1967, the implementation of the 
inalienable rights of the Arab people of Pale- 
stine, including its right to the establishment 
of a national state. 

The SED and SWAPO noted unanimously that 
the visit of Sam Nujoma to the GDR and the 
negotiations held on that occasion have proved 
fruitful and useful for the continued strength- 
ening of their cordial relations and of their 
cooperation that is based on anti-imperialist 
solidarity. Both sides affirmed their determina- 
tion to further consolidate and intensify the 
close cooperation between the SED and 
SWAPO on the basis of the common struggle 
against imperialism and racism, for national 
independence, democracy and socialism. To 
this end a number of measures were agreed. 
SWAPO President Sam Nujoma thanked the 
SED Central Committee for the cordiality with 
which he and his delegation were received in 
the GDR. 


Archives of the Ministry of Foreign Attairs 
of the GDR 


From the communication from the GDR concerning measures taken 
within the framework of the UN Decade of Action to Combat Racism 


and Racial Discrimination 


Ref.: Memorandum of the UN Secretary-General G/SO 237/41 3 


10 February 1978 


The German Democratic Republic already 
stated in its last report (Dok. E/5759 of 
19 February 1976) that racism, racial discri- 
mination, nationalism and chauvinism have 
been eradicated once and for all in its ter- 
ritory. The fight for the elimination of the 


remnants of colonialism, racism and apartheid 
and solidarity with all peoples striving for 
their national and social liberation have been 
basic guidelines of the German Democratic 
Republic’s foreign policy and have inspired all 
citizens. 
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1. Legislative measures (Paras. 1-5 and 11 of 
the questionnaire) 

In the German Democratic Republic, equality 
of all citizens before the law and the prohibi- 
tion of discrimination of any kind are en- 
shrined in the Constitution and fully imple- 
mented in social life. Article 20 stipulates as 
a constitutional principle that every citizen of 
the German Democratic Republic has the same 
rights and duties, irrespective of nationality, 
race, philosophy or religious confession, social 
origin or position. In conformity with this 
principle, other Articles of the Constitution set 
out the basic rights of all citizens, irrespective 
of race. The principle of equality before the 
law and equal legal protection without any dis- 
crimination is established in Articles 20 and 
33 of the Constitution. Detailed comments 
thereon are contained in the first and the se- 
cond periodical report of the German Demo- 
cratic Republic on the implementation of the 
International Convention on the Elimination 
of all Forms of Racial Discrimination. 
Prohibition of any kind of discrimination 
and equality of all citizens before the law are 
principles underlying the entire administration 
of justice in the German Democratic Republic. 
They have been reaffirmed and further ela- 
borated by new laws enacted during the re- 
porting period. The Civil Code, which after a 
nation-wide democratic discussion, was passed 
by the People’s Chamber of the German De- 
mocratic Republic on 19 June 1975 and enter- 
ed into force on 1 January 1976, regulates the 
basic rights and the status of citizens in so- 
cialist society. The Code of Civil Procedure, 
also effective since 1 January 1976, obligates 
courts to give effect to the legally guaranteed 
rights of citizens and to see to it that socialist 
legality is consistently observed. It also stipu- 
lates the rights and duties of parties involved 
in an action, irrespective of their nationality or 
race. Every citizen is legally entitled to sup- 
port, assistance and protection by the court. 
This also applies to citizens of other states and 
to stateless persons. In conjunction with the 
afore-mentioned new laws in the field of civil 
law, the Act on the Application of Law to In- 
ternational Civil, Family and Labour Law Re- 
lations and to International Economic Con- 
tracts (Law Application Act) became effective. 
That Act establishes the principle that the ap- 
plication of law to international civil, family 
and labour relations as well as to international 
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economic contracts shall be based on the 
generally recognized norms of international 
law. 

Also the new Labour Code passed by the Peo- 
ple’s Chamber of the German Democratic Re- 
public on 16 June 1977 and effective since 
1 January 1978 contains fundamental principles 
underlying the further elaboration of the fun- 
damental rights enjoyed by all citizens without 
any discrimination on the grounds of race, 
nationality or creed. 

A party to the International Convention on the 
Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimina- 
tion and the International Convention on the 
Suppression and Punishment of the Crime of 
Apartheid, the German Democratic Republic 
has at all times strictly observed the purposes 
and principles of these conventions. It coope- 
rates with the committees established under 
these conventions and has provided detailed 
information about the manner in which their 
provisions are fulfilled in the German Demo- 
cratic Republic. 


2. Activities of the mass media (Paras. 6, 8 and 
9 of the questionnaire) 

The press, radio and television in the German 
Democratic Republic play a significant role 
in promoting understanding, tolerance and 
friendship among nations, peoples and races 
and in intensifying solidarity and assistance 
in support of the just struggle waged by 
the colonially and racially oppressed peoples. 
The mass media, in newscast, reports, com- 
mentaries and exposés, keep readers and view- 
ers informed on the successes and on prob- 
lems of the struggle against racism and racial 
discrimination as well as on relevant activities 
within the United Nations. Since 1975, for 
example, the GDR radio has broadcast a spe- 
cial monthly programme ‘‘Racism in the pil- 
lory”, which deals with the strategy and tactics 
of the liberation struggle and the policies of 
the racist regimes in southern Africa and their 
imperialist backers. The GDR _ television 
showed documentary films on Namibia and 
Zimbabwe, such as 

“The forgotten colony” ; 

“If they find me I don’t cry”; 

‘All you need is freedom”. 

These films were also made available to the 
liberation movements concerned and to the 
United Nations. 

Mass media in the German Democratic Re- 


public report on the measures undertaken to 

fulfil the objectives of the United Nations Pro- 

gramme for the Decade, on sessions of the 

United Nations Special Committee against 

Apartheid, the United Nations Decolonization 

Committee, the United Nations Council for 

Namibia and on other activities launched 

under the Programme for the Decade. In many 

instances, documents were published in full, 

e.g. the Programme of Action against Apart- 

heid, the Maputo Declaration, and the Lagos 

Declaration. 

The journal Asien, Afrika, Lateinamerika 

published fundamental articles and studies on 

subjects such as 

~ apartheid—an international crime, a crime 
against humanity; 

— the struggle of the Organization of African 
Unity against the policies of apartheid of 
the racist regimes in southern Africa; and 

— the just struggle of the people of Namibia 
for national independence, against racial dis- 
crimination and apartheid. 

In 1977, the German Democratic Republic 

stated its readiness to produce, free of charge, 

booklets in German for the Centre against 

Apartheid. A first edition was completed in 

1977, and others are in preparation. 

Under the guidance of the GDR Committee for 

the Decade of Action to Combat Racism and 

Racial Discrimination, scientific studies on the 

struggle against racism and racial discrimina- 

tion were published in the period under re- 
view. In 1976, for example, the Staatsverlag 
der Deutschen Demokratischen Republik pu- 
blished the study Against Racism and Racial 

Discrimination—United Nations Decade for 

Action. Also in 1976 the Akademieverlag 

brought out the second volume of the history 

of Africa entitled Africa under imperialist colo- 
nial rule and the development of the anti-colo- 
nialist forces. In June 1976, the Central Coun- 
cil for Asian, African and Latin American 

Sciences of the German Democratic Republic 

and the Humboldt University organized an 

international scientific conference in Berlin, 
capital of the GDR, the subject of which was 

“The imperialist nature of racism in southern 

Africa’. In February 1978 the Institute of In- 

ternational Politics and Economics and the 

GDR Committee for the Decade of Action to 

Combat Racism and Racial Discrimination 

published a volume of documents under the 

heading Against racism, apartheid and colo- 


nialism, which gives a comprehensive survey 
on the consistent stand of the German Demo- 
cratic Republic in support of the peoples’ libe- 
ration struggle. 

The aims of the Decade are also propagated 
through exhibitions of various kinds. An ex- 
hibition of posters on the subject ‘‘Solidarity— 
a commitment” was organized in December 
1976 by the Solidarity Committee and the 
Sculptors and Painters Union of the German 
Democratic Republic. In April 1978, the Min- 
istry of Culture and the GDR Committee for 
the Decade of Action to Combat Racism and 
Racial Discrimination will hold another ex- 
hibition dedicated to the struggle against rac- 
ism and apartheid. 


3. Measures in the education of children and 
youth (Para. 7 of the questionnaire) 

A basic principle underlying the entire process 
of education and training in the German Dem- 
ocratic Republic is to educate the younger 
generation in the spirit of international friend- 
ship and solidarity, against racism and racial 
discrimination. This endeavour is strongly en- 
couraged by all social forces and state institu- 
tions. Children and young people are educated 
at school, at home, by the political organiza- 
tions for children and young people, children’s 
literature, and by radio and television to make 
them realize that peace, international friend- 
ship and solidarity are the basic conditions 
for continued social progress both in our coun- 
try and the world over. This was summed up 
as follows in a ‘Communication on the educa- 
tion of the young generation of the German 
Democratic Republic in the spirit of inter- 
national friendship and solidarity, against ra- 
cism and racial discrimination” transmitted to 
the Secretary-General of the United Nations 
on 25 February 1976: 

‘Educating the young people of the German 
Democratic Republic for peace, international 
friendship and solidarity, against racism and 
racial discrimination is an important concern 
of the whole society. Educational establish- 
ments, parents’, children’s and youth organiza- 
tions, industrial and agricultural enterprises, 
cultural institutions and mass media cooperate 
in this endeavour. Already at an early age, at 
school and in practical life, children and youth 
are made familiar with the ideas of the dignity 
and equality of all people so that they develop 
into citizens who work actively for socialism 
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and a society without racism and racial discri- 
mination.” 

This important goal of training and education 
is the principle underlying legislation in the 
field of the education, training and promotion 
of youth in the German Democratic Republic. 
Due to the work of the teachers and all those 
concerned with the education of young people, 
these lofty humanistic objectives have come to 
guide our young people in their ways of 
thinking, their conduct and activities. At the 
moment, a drawing competition mottoed 
“Children draw pictures for their African 
friends” is being organized with the help and 
support of the Pioneer Organization at all 
schools which is to promote the children’s 
feelings of solidarity with the colonially and 
racially oppressed peoples. 


4, Assistance to the peoples under colonial and 
racial oppression (Paras. 14 and 15 of the 
questionnaire) 

In line with its principled policy the German 
Democratic Republic firmly sides with the 
peoples fighting for their national and social 
liberation. It renders peoples, who are vic- 
tims of colonial or racial oppression, manifold 
political, moral and material assistance. This 
help is effected both under governmental 
agreements and by means of large fund-raising 
solidarity campaigns supported by all strata of 
the people of the German Democratic Repub- 
lic. In accordance with the solidarity appeal 
adopted by the 9th Congress of the Socialist 
Unity Party of Germany, large-scale assistance 
is rendered particularly to the national libera- 
tion organizations of the peoples in South 
Africa, Namibia and Zimbabwe suffering from 
colonial and racial oppression. The annual 
“Week of Solidarity with the African Peoples” 
and the solidarity campaigns ‘‘Freedom for 
Peace”, jointly sponsored by the GDR radio 
network, the Confederation of Free German 
Trade Unions and the Solidarity Committee of 
the German Democratic Republic every year, 
have inspired the citizens of the GDR to 
further increase their internationalist support. 
This steadily growing scope of solidarity ac- 
tions has enabled the Solidarity Committee to 
afford the peoples of South Africa, Namibia 
and Zimbabwe ever more effective assistance 
in their struggle against racism, and colo- 
nialism, for freedom, independence, self-deter- 
mination and social progress. Large shipments 
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of urgently needed goods, such as medica- 
ments, medico-technical equipment, textiles, 
shoes, foodstuff and children’s clothing worth 
several hundred million marks were handed 
over to the liberation organizations. Monetary 
donations are also channeled to ensure medical 
care for freedom fighters, the training and 
education of students and cadres and the pro- 
duction of documentations and information 
material. 

The German Democratic Republic is linked by 
bonds of friendship with the liberation move- 
ments and supports the just struggle of the 
peoples of southern Africa to implement their 
rights to self-determination and indepen- 
dence. 


Solidarity with the struggle for national and 
social liberation of the peoples in southern 
Africa is also expressed by consistent support 
for the justified demands for the unconditional 
elimination of apartheid in South Africa, South 
Africa’s immediate withdrawal from illegally 
occupied Namibia and the transfer of power 
to the people of Zimbabwe. This support is 
reflected in statements of the Council of State 
and the government of the German Democratic 
Republic and in the stand taken by GDR rep- 
resentatives at the United Nations and in 
other international organizations. The repre- 
sentatives of the German Democratic Republic 
also stood up for the implementation of the 
inalienable rights of the oppressed peoples at 
various international conferences, such as the 
International Conference in Support of the 
Peoples of Namibia and Zimbabwe, the World 
Conference for Action against Apartheid, and 
the World Conference to Combat Apartheid, 
Racism and Colonialism in Southern Africa. 
This position is also reflected in the active and 
unreserved support of, and strict adherence to, 
all decisions and resolutions of the Security 
Council and the General Assembly of the 
United Nations directed at the elimination of 
colonialism, racism and apartheid, in par- 
ticular the sanctions imposed against South 
Africa and Southern Rhodesia. 


5. Other measures to achieve the objectives ol 
the Decade of Action to Combat Racism and 
Racial Discrimination (Paras. 13 and 16 of the 
questionnaire) 

The German Democratic Republic believes that 
it is necessary, in the interest of achieving the 


objectives of the Decade of Action and the 
further international isolation of the racist re- 
gimes, to give full effect to the Security Coun- 
cil resolutions especially with regard to the 
arms embargo, to decide upon mandatory eco- 
nomic sanctions against south Africa, and to 
widen the scope of existing sanctions against 
Southern Rhodesia and have them strictly ob- 
served by all states. It is also necessary to im- 
prove the effectiveness of existing interna- 
tional instruments such as the International 
Conventions on the Elimination of all Forms 
of Racial Discrimination and the International 
Convention on the Suppression and Punish- 
ment of the Crime of Apartheid. 

The German Democratic Republic welcomes 
and supports the proclamation of the Interna- 
tional Anti-Apartheid Year. By a wide range 
of measures it will help this International Year 
to give fresh impetus to further intensifying 
the struggle for the final elimination of all 
forms of colonial and racial oppression and 
exploitation. 

The German Democratic Republic expects the 
World Conference to Combat Racism and Ra- 
cial Discrimination in Geneva to make an ef- 
fective contribution towards fulfilling the ob- 
jectives of the UN Decade for Action and, 
accordingly, will actively participate in the 
Conference. 

Consistently pursuing its principled policy of 


peace and social progress, the government and 
the people of the German Democratic Republic 
will also in future actively support the struggle 
of the peoples, particularly the peoples of 
South Africa, Zimbabwe and Namibia, against 
the racist regimes, apartheid and neo-colo- 
nialism, and back the relevant efforts of the 
United Nations to eliminate racism. As was 
reaffirmed by the General Secretary of the 
Central Committee of the Socialist Unity Party 
of Germany and Chairman of the Council of 
State of the German Democratic Republic in 
his message of 21 March 1978 on the occasion 
of the United Nations International Anti- 
Apartheid Year, ‘‘the German Democratic Re- 
public shall do everything within its power 
to help end the inhuman policy of apartheid. 
In this endeavour it stands side by side with 
the other socialist countries and indeed all 
progressive forces of the world. The sacred 
right of the peoples to defend themselves 
against aggressions, to determine their desti- 
nies by themselves and to use all the means at 
their command to fight for their national and 
social liberation must not be encroached, and 
colonialist and racist barbarity have to be 
eradicated finally.” 


Archives of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
of the GDR 


From the report of the GDR on the UN World Conference for Action 


against Racism and Racial Discrimination 


Ref.: Memorandum of the UN Secretary-General G/SO 237/41 3 


17 February 1978 


The German Democratic Republic considers the 
struggle against the anti-human ideology and 
practice of racism, for implementing the in- 
alienable rights of the colonially and racially 
oppressed peoples an integral part -of the 
powerful movement for peace and_inter- 
national security, for democracy and social 
progress. The possibilities of effectively com- 
batting racism, apartheid and colonialism 
grow in the same measure as world peace be- 
comes more secure. The fundamental changes 
in the international relationship of forces in 


favour of those who champion the deepening 
of political détente, the strengthening of inter- 
national security, disarmament and world- 
wide economic cooperation on an equal foot- 
ing, directly or indirectly benefit the struggle 
for the elimination of the remnants of colo- 
nialism, racism and apartheid. Likewise, the 
final liquidation of colonialism and racism 
will be of great importance to international 
détente and the strengthening of peace. 

Peace and détente add to the strength of all 
forces that seek to eradicate any form of 
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racist and colonialist exploitation and oppres- 
sion. Together with the other socialist States 
the German Democratic Republic stands 
firmly at the side of all peoples who defend 
their rights to national independence, sover- 
eignty and social progress against racism, neo- 
colonialist and imperialist aggression. 


1. After the fascist armies had been defeated 
by the Soviet Union and the other States of 
the anti-Hitler coalition in 1945, the anti-fas- 
cist and anti-racist resolutions of the anti- 
Hitler coalition laid down in the Potsdam 
Agreement and the Charter of the United 
Nations were consistently implemented on the 
territory of what is now the German Demo- 
cratic Republic. Through the complete liquida- 
tion of the power of the ruling political and 
military forces of the big bourgeoisie and the 
big landowners, through the anti-fascist demo- 
cratic transformation in all social spheres, and 
the emergence of the political power of the 
working people under the leadership of the 
working class the political and socio-economic 
foundations of all forms of racism and racial 
discrimination were removed. Racism is alien 
to socialist society. As the new socialist 
system of society, which is free from ex- 
ploitation and oppression, was established and 
as the whole people was educated in the 
spirit of international friendship and anti- 
imperialist solidarity, the struggle against 
imperialism, colonialism, and racism became 
part and parcel of the domestic and foreign 
policies of our country. This is clearly 
manifest in the all-round support our coun- 
try is giving to all peoples fighting for 
the implementation of their right to national 
and social self-determination and offering re- 
sistance to imperialist aggression. 


2. Legislation and social reality reflect that 
chauvinism, nationalism and racism have been 
extirpated in the German Democratic Repub- 
lic. As early as in its first Constitution of 
Z October 1949 manifestations of hatred 
against races and peoples were classified as 
crimes in terms of the Penal Code. Freedom 
of belief and freedom of conscience, irrespec- 
tive of nationality, race, philosophy or re- 
ligious confession, and equality before the law 
were guaranteed to every citizen. The present 
Constitution of the German Democratic Re- 
public, which was amended on 7 October 1974, 
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provides in para. 5 of Article 6: ‘’Militarist 
and revanchist propaganda in all forms, war- 
mongering and the manifestation of hatred 
against creeds, races and nations are punished 
as crimes.” 

Para. 1 of Article 20 says: ‘Every citizen of 
the German Democratic Republic has the 
same rights and duties, irrespective of nation- 
ality, race, philosophy or religious confession, 
social origin or position. Freedom of con- 
science and freedom of belief are guaranteed. 
All citizens are equal before the law.” 

Article 40 guarantees the Sorbs, the only na- 
tional minority of the GDR, the right to culti- 
vate their mother tongue and culture, with the 
State encouraging the exercise of this right. 
Such principles as the prohibition of any dis- 
crimination and equality before the law underlie 
the entire legal system of the GDR. They have 
been given substance in many laws, such as 
the one on the Constitution of the Courts, the 
Penal Code, the Code of Criminal Procedure, 
the Law on the Execution of Sentences, the 
Civil Code and the Labour Code. 

Constitution and legislation of the GDR 
guarantee that equal rights for all citizens 
and the provisions of the International Con- 
vention on the Elimination of All Forms of 
Racial Discrimination and of the International 
Convention on the Suppression and Punish- 
ment of the Crime of Apartheid, both of which 
the GDR has acceded to, are strictly ob- 
served. 


3. Thanks to systematic ideological education 
and instruction, which sets in as early as at 
the kindergarten and primary school levels, 
continuing later at the institutes of higher and 
specialized education, and through appropri- 
ate activities by all political forces in the 
GDR, the remnants of racist thought left be- 
hind by the old social system were success- 
fully combatted and abolished. The entire peo- 
ple was educated on the lines of friendship 
with all peoples irrespective of race and reli- 
gion, in a spirit of active solidarity with all 
peoples still suffering from racist and colo- 
nialist oppression and discrimination, and 
fighting against it. This friendship is reflected 
in a broad movement of solidarity, involving 
all strata of the GDR people: workers, co- 
operative farmers, tradespeople, artists and 
cultural workers, journalists and ecclesiastical 
circles. 


Constantly growing solidarity funds from 
donations by the population make it possible 
to support the peoples of Africa, Asia and 
Latin America still more effectively in their 
struggle against imperialism, exploitation, op- 
pression, racism, and racial discrimination. 
This wide-ranging support which is coordinat- 
ed by the GDR Solidarity Committee includes 
above all: 

— material support of the national liberation 
movements through the provision of food, 
clothing, medicines and medical and tech- 
nical equipment as well as medical care for 
wounded freedom fighters; 

— training and advanced training of staff of 
the national liberation movements; 

— the budgeting and printing of periodicals 
and other information and documentation 
material of the national liberation move- 
ments. 

In the first three months of 1978 alone solida- 
rity goods valued at approximately 10 million 
marks were shipped. 
Effective political and moral support to the 
struggle of the peoples in the South of Africa 
comes from the GDR Committee for the 
Decade for Action to Combat Racism and 
Racial Discrimination which includes among 
its members political and other public figures 
as well as representatives of parties and mass 
organizations of the GDR. Working closely 
together with social forces, government agen- 
cies and representatives of scientific and cul- 
tural life, the Committee contributes towards 
activating the struggle against racism and 
racial discrimination, and towards strengthen- 
ing the movement of solidarity with this 
struggle. 

The mass media of the GDR play an important 

role in promoting solidarity with, and support 

of, the just struggle of the colonially and 
racially oppressed peoples. They continuously 
disseminate information on the successes 
achieved and the problems encountered in the 
struggle against racism and racial discrimina- 
tion, including on the consideration of these 
questions at the United Nations and at inter- 
national conferences, and they publish relevant 
documents such as the UN Programme of Ac- 
tion Against Apartheid, and the declarations 
issued at the conferences of Maputo and 
Lagos. 


4. The German Democratic Republic whose 


emergence as a socialist State began with the 
uprooting of fascism and racism, has since its 
inception attached maximum attention to the 
struggle against all forms of racism and racial 
discrimination. 

The solidarity with the national and social 
liberation struggle of the peoples in the south 
of Africa is reflected in the consistent support 
of the legitimate demands raised by the peo- 
ples in the south of Africa and their national! 
liberation organizations for the unconditional 
abolition of apartheid, the immediate with- 
drawal of South Africa from illegally occupied 
Namibia, and the surrender of power to the 
peoples of Namibia and Zimbabwe. Also when 
taking the floor at meetings of the UN General 
Assembly, sessions of the Security Council, 
and at international conferences on questions 
of the struggle against colonialism, racism 
and apartheid the GDR is guided by the same 
basic attitude. Its representatives resolutely 
come out against the policy of the racist re- 
gimes and the political, economic and military 
cooperation of imperialist States and monopo- 
lies with these regimes. 

As a member of the UN Special Committee 
against Apartheid the GDR consistently uses 
its influence to ensure that all possibilities 
available to the UN are exhausted to put an 
end to the anti-human apartheid policy and 
to help the peoples in the South of Africa 
gain their right to self-determination. 

The GDR does not maintain any relations 
with the racist regimes in the South of Africa 
and works for the strict observance of the 
sanctions imposed by the Security Council 
and for their expansion. It does so in the con- 
viction that it is both possible and necessary 
to isolate the racist regimes still more effecti- 
vely in the international arena and to force 
them to abandon their anti-human policies. 
The GDR maintains friendly ties with the 
genuine representatives of the peoples in 
southern Africa, the African National Con- 
gress of South Africa (ANC), the South West 
Africa People’s Organization of Namibia 
(SWAPO) and the Patriotic Front of Zim- 
babwe, giving them practical, diplomatic and 
material support in their just struggle. Our 
aim is the liberation of the African peoples 
and their achievement of national, political 
and economic self-determination. 

The German Democratic Republic and the 
political parties and social organizations exist- 
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ing in our State fully support the International 
Anti-Apartheid Year proclaimed by the United 
Nations. By a wide range of measures, which 
are coordinated by a special government com- 
mission, the GDR helps ensure that the Year 
will give a fresh impetus to the further 
strengthening of the struggle for the final 
elimination of all forms of colonial and racist 
oppression in all parts of the world. Con- 
sistently pursuing their principled policy of 
peace and social progress, the Government 
and the people of the GDR will also in the 
future actively support the struggle of the 
peoples, especially of South Africa, Zimbabwe 
and Namibia, against the racist regimes, 
against apartheid and neo-colonialism as well 
as corresponding efforts of the UN designed 
to eradicate racism. 

As the General Secretary of the Central Com- 
mittee of the Socialist Unity Party of Germany 
and Chairman of the Council of State of the 
GDR reaffirmed on 21 March 1978 in his 


message on the occasion of the International 
Anti-Apartheid Year, the German Democratic 
Republic will do everything in its power to 
help put an end to the anti-human policy of 
apartheid. In this endeavour it is aware that 
it is working side by side with the other 
socialist countries and all other progressive 
forces in the world. The sacred right of peo- 
ples to resist aggressions, to determine their 
own future and to fight with every means for 
their national and social liberation must not 
be touched; colonialist and racist barbarism 
must be eradicated once and for all. 

The GDR expects the World Conference to 
Combat Racism and Racial Discrimination to 
make effective contributions serving the 
objectives of the United Nations Decade for 
Action. It will do everything in its power to 
help make the Conference a success. 


Archives of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
of the GDR 


Speech delivered by Ambassador Peter Florin, Deputy Minister 
of Foreign Affairs and Permanent Representative of the GDR at the 
United Nations, to the UN Security Council, concerning Southern 


Rhodesia’s aggression against Zambia 


16 March 1978 


Today the GDR delegation asked to take the 
floor in order to demonstrate its unshakeable 
solidarity with the people of Zambia and all 
victims of the barbaric activities of the illegal 
Smith regime and would like to state without 
fear of contradiction that the recent attack of 
the racist Salisbury regime on neighbouring 
Zambia is an act of aggression violating inter- 
national law. The honourable Foreign Minister 
of Zambia reported in detail about the per- 
fidious attack of Smith’s mercenaries and de- 
scribed it as what it is, namely an unprovok- 
ed attack by an illegal regime against the 
sovereignty and territorial integrity of a UN 
member state. The illegal racist regime in 
Salisbury bears the responsibility for this 
crime. My delegation is sure that the Security 
Council will pronounce a respective con- 
demnation and we hope that it will, in addi- 
tion, decide on further measures as, for ex- 
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ample, sanctions in terms of the Charter and 
in line with immediate needs. My delegation 
expressly supports the demands made by the 
Foreign Minister of Zambia and the repre- 
sentatives of other free African states to the 
Security Council. 

The violation of the Zambian frontier by arm- 
ed forces of the Smith regime is not the first 
act of aggression by the Southern Rhodesian 
ruling circles. The Security Council has re- 
peatedly had to deal with such incidents. This 
has been recalled already and I do not need 
to go into details. 

A number of representatives speaking at the 
Security Council meetings drew attention to 
the fact that the recent act of aggression com- 
mitted by the Smith regime against Zambia 
took place a few days after the so-called in- 
ternal solution was signed in Salisbury, an 
illegal document containing certain elements 


of the so-called Anglo-American proposals as 
we understood from the remarks made by its 
authors. It proves that our reservations to- 
ward these Anglo-American proposals were 
not groundless. Be it with or without a so- 
called internal solution, which was rejected 
with full justification by the Security Coun- 
cil, one thing is perfectly clear: the racist re- 
gime in Salisbury is a permanent threat to 
peace and security as was noted already in 
the various resolutions adopted by the Secu- 
rity Council. It is obvious that we are here 
faced with a policy of steadily increasing 
aggressiveness and that the danger is growing 
not only to the peace and security of the peo- 
ples in southern Africa, but also to world 
peace and international security. 

The moment we consider the close relation- 
ship between the Vorster regime and the 
racist Smith regime as well as the alarming 
news about the developments in the nuclear 
sphere in South Africa thanks to the assist- 
ance by Western monopolies, we are forced 
to arrive at the conclusion that it is high time 
to take resolute measures to prevent a 
catastrophe. 

In this serious situation we note repeatedly 
that certain circles are not interested in decisive 
changes, but are trying to back the racist re- 
gime-which is doomed to disappear—with 
help of all kinds of manoeuvres. How it is 
done in detail we have seen in the last few 
days. In the face of a shocked world public 
and the active liberation struggle of the Zim- 
babwe patriots and the steadfastness of Afri- 
can solidarity, representatives of the Western 
world cannot but criticize and reject one thing 
or the other about the racist regime. They 
would prefer to have a Smith who was not 
that boorish and would not behave like a bull 
in a chinashop. In principle they are, however, 
in favour of maintaining a rule guaranteeing 
maximum profits for the imperialist monopo- 
lies, i.e. oppression and exploitation of the 
overwhelming majority of the African popula- 
tion of Zimbabwe. 

The representatives of an imperialist state in- 
vented a new term in their speeches to 
camouflage such a policy: a “‘colonialism on 
an ideological basis” against which one must 
turn. 

We already heard such words at the XXXII 
session of the General Assembly, now follow- 
ed in the Security Council. It is completely 
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unclear what is meant by such a term, because 
one cannot expect it to be criticism of the 
policy of neo-cclonialism which includes, as 
you know, the non-recognition of the sover- 
eignty of developing countries over their 
natural resources. Quite purposefully they 
are using a nebulous formulation in order to 
distract attention from their own failures and 
the neo-colonialist aims being pursued by an 
imperialist policy. 

The racist regimes are interested in putting a 
magic hood on their acts of aggression by 
speaking about retaliation strikes. It does not 
matter where, in southern Africa or the 
Middle East. The German Nazis called puni- 
tive expeditions against antifascist freedom 
fighters and the population in other European 
countries “‘retaliation’”. Let us remember the 
beginning of the Second World War when 
Nazi propaganda played up tales of horror 
about killings of Germans in Poland and al- 
leged violations of frontiers by Polish people. 
In his speech addressing the German people 
on 1 September 1939 Hitler declared: This 
morning our troops began to strike back. This 
was the beginning of the Second World War. 
You could reply that the situation is different 
today. That is true, but only partly. Aggres- 
sors lied then and tell lies today too to dis- 
guise their crimes. What is new today is that 
a new Africa has developed with reliable 
friends to assist the people. The peoples are 
more experienced and will no longer allow 
anyone to mislead them so easily. May I re- 
mind you here of the statement of the pre- 
sidents of the five so-called front-line states in 
their declaration of 6 November 1976: ‘The 
current escalation of the attacks and provoca- 
tions is concurrent with the imperialists’ 
words of a peaceful solution and it unmasks 
the imperialist intentions to gain time in order 
to consolidate the white racist regimes and to 
distract our attention from the main problem, 
namely majority rule and independence 
now.” The peoples accuse the aggressors, de- 
mand that steps be taken against them and are 
defending themselves. The GDR has always 
rendered assistance to the African peoples and 
will continue to do so. For this reason we 
formulate our expectation that the Security 
Council take heed of Zambia’s demands. 


Archives of the Ministry of Foreign Aftairs 
of the GDR 
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Speech delivered by the Chairman of the GDR Government Commission 
for International Anti-Apartheid Year, Alfred Neumann, member of the 
Politbureau of the Central Committee of the Socialist Unity Party of 
Germany and First Deputy Chairman of the Council of Ministers 

of the GDR, at the opening session of the Commission 


20 March 1978 


The 21 of March 1978, the International Day 
for the Elimination of Racial Discrimination, 
marks the beginning of the International Anti- 
Apartheid Year. That Year proclaimed by the 
United Nations is aimed at speeding up the 
international isolation of the ignominious 
apartheid regime, at giving a fresh impetus 
to the passionate campaign against apartheid 
and at intensifying active solidarity with the 
peoples and liberation movements in southern 
Africa which are fighting for humanism and 
human dignity. 

The people and the leaders of the German 
Democratic Republic have welcomed this far- 
sighted decision of the United Nations. 
Faithful to the humanistic nature of our social 
system, our proven fraternal solidarity with all 
forces in the world fighting against imperial- 
ism and oppression, we fully support the ob- 
jective of this International Year. 

The message the General Secretary of the 
Central Committee of the Socialist Unity Party 
of Germany and Chairman of the Council of 
State of the German Democratic Republic, 
Erich Honecker, addressed to the Secretary- 
General of the United Nations on the occasion 
of the International Anti-Apartheid Year states 
that: 

“The GDR shall do everything within its 
power to help end the inhuman policy of 
apartheid. In this endeavour it stands side 
by side with the other socialist countries and 
indeed all progressive forces of the world. 
Our firm solidarity is with the valiant South 
African people who are steadfastly and 
unswervingly struggling for their self-deter- 
mination. This solidarity of our citizens is an 
outflow of the thoroughly humanistic nature 
of the socialist system of society”. 

The German Democratic Republic has eradi- 
cated on its territory all manifestations of 
chauvinism, hatred against other nations and 
racial discrimination. Having fought hard 
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struggles against the ruinous policy of Ger- 
man imperialism and fascism, which claimed 
many lives, and after the inhuman society im- 
bued with racial hatred and chauvinism had 
been crushed, we in this country took ad- 
vantage of that historical chance to establish a 
new order. With the rule of the toiling people 
led by the working class, all socio-economic, 
political and ideological foundations for any 
form of racism have been eliminated. 
Historical and current experience teach all 
people of good will that racism and racial dis- 
crimination have always been accompanied by 
oppression and exploitation of man by man. 
For this reason the struggle against apartheid 
is justified and necessary. 

The people of the GDR are brought up in the 
spirit of friendship with all peoples irrespec- 
tive of their race or religion. We do not judge 
people by the colour of their skin or their 
religious belief, their social background or 
their social status. What matters to us is their 
attitude towards the peaceful living together 
of the peoples, their approach to the social 
problems of their people and the contribution 
they make to their countries’ social progress. 
This principle, contained in our socialist con- 
stitution and fully implemented in the life of 
our society is fundamental to our policy and 
our way of thinking. 

We take pride in the international recognition 
and confidence our State has won through its 
policy of active solidarity with the peoples 
fighting against imperialism, colonialism and 
racism. Together with the progressive forces 
of the world we support the peoples in south- 
ern Africa in their just struggle for national 
and social liberation, against neo-colonialism 
and imperialist aggression. We firmly side 
with the young nationally liberated States 
fighting for their economic independence and 
for overcoming the political, economic and 
social heritage of imperialism. 


Let me recall in this connection that the GDR 
was one of the first States to ratify the Con- 
yention on the Suppression and Punishment 
of the Crime of Apartheid. I should like to 
underline the consistent stand of our country 
as a member of the United Nations Special 
Committee against Apartheid and the construc- 
tive contribution it has made to the accom- 
plishment of the tasks entrusted to the Com- 
mittee. 

I recall that the Decade for Action to Combat 
Racism and Racial Discrimination has met with 
wide support in the GDR and set off a wide 
range of activities by its citizens, state institu- 
tions and social organizations. 

And finally I wish to add that the GDR strictly 
adheres to all boycott decisions taken by the 
United Nations against South Africa and South- 
ern Rhodesia and that it does not maintain 
relations of any kind with the racist regimes. 
Naturally we will also in future strongly advo- 
cate the implementation of all resolutions 
which the United Nations General Assembly 
and the Security Council have adopted against 
colonialism, racism and apartheid. 

The socialist system of society in the GDR, 
being built by our people in exercise of its 
sovereign right to self-determination, has be- 
come a reliable bastion in the struggle of peo- 
ples for social progress. The national and anti- 
colonial liberation movements can always 
count on the solidarity of the GDR. 

We firmly side with, and extend our solidarity 
to, the patriotic forces of Lebanon and the 
PLO, which are suffering many casualties 
through the criminal military aggression com- 
mitted by Israel against the Lebanese Republic. 
Filled with indignation and anger our people 
join in the wave of protest against that brutal 
invasion in flagrant violation of the territorial 
integrity of a sovereign State, a Member State 
of the United Nations. 

It is symptomatic that Israel, the aggressor, is 
closely collaborating with the racists of South 
Africa. This shows up the inter-relationship 
between the struggle for the elimination of the 
apartheid regime and the fight for the inalien- 
able rights of the Arab people of Palestine and 
for a just and lasting peace settlement in the 
Middle East. On that score the Chairman of 
the Council of State of the GDR said: ‘‘The 
sacred right of the peoples to defend them- 
selves against aggressions, to determine their 
destinies by themselves and to use all the 
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means at their command to fight for their na- 
tional and social liberation must not be en- 
croached, and colonialist and racist barbarity 
have to be eradicated finally”. 

International protest and struggle against the 
holdovers of imperialist colonial slavery has 
recently gained considerable momentum. The 
campaign is focussed especially on southern 
Africa, where racist minority regimes conti- 
nue with stubbornness and brutality to resist 
inevitable social change. The South of Africa 
is the last colonial stronghold of imperialism. 
But the decisive turn is already in sight. The 
peoples of South Africa, Namibia and Zim- 
babwe are on the threshold of winning their 
freedom and their inalienable right to national 
and social self-determination. 

The tremendous upsurge of the liberation 
struggle can best be seen from the fact that six 
decades back about 70 per cent of mankind 
had to live under the colonial yoke of im- 
perialism. By now the colonial system has al- 
most entirely collapsed. This, apparently, is 
being realized even by the supporters of 
racism and by those imperialist forces whose 
assistance has enabled the regimes in southern 
Africa to retain power. The days of the last 
few racist regimes, however, are numbered. In 
order to gain time they put out fraudulent 
plans which they say lead to changes; in actual 
fact, however, these only disguise their con- 
tinuing policy of exploitation and oppression. 
We state clearly that all those so-called ‘‘in- 
ternal settlement” schemes are nothing but 
inappropriate attempts to distract from con- 
sistent measures aimed at eliminating the last 
few remnants of colonial domination. 
Decisive steps have to be taken, in particular, 
against the apartheid regime in South Africa, 
which tramples underfoot basic human rights, 
pursues a Hitler-style policy of racism and 
resorts to terror and murder to destroy the 
African peoples’ right to self-determination. 
The policy of apartheid constitutes a per- 
manent, serious violation of the Charter and 
other basic resolutions of the United Nations. 
The racists want to maintain the political rule 
of a minority, which is hostile to the people, 
and to perpetuate the social oppression and 
economic exploitation of the people of South 
Africa. The imperialists, however, will not 
succeed. 

Apartheid means 200 laws enacted to sanction 
extreme exploitation and oppression of the 
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African population. For thousands of non- 
whites it means daily humiliation, arrest, 
beating and terror. 

Apartheid means the assassination of student 
leader Steve Biko, the suppression of demon- 
strations and the banning of progressive news- 
papers and organizations. 

Apartheid means also repeated acts of aggres- 
sion against free African States, it means the 
racists’ dangerous drive to obtain atomic weap- 
ons. Their policy multiplies the dangers loom- 
ing over the entire African continent, it indeed 
poses a threat to international peace and se- 
curity. 

This situation requires resolute action by all 
States. No Government should stand aloof 
from the fight against apartheid. The racists 
must not be allowed to obtain access to weap- 
ons of mass destruction. 

The binding arms embargo imposed on Pre- 
toria by the United Nations Security Council, 
which must be strictly observed by all States, 
has to be complemented now by sanctions on 
other areas and by an end to any cooperation 
with the racist regime. The GDR supports the 
demands of the African States that all foreign 
investments be withdrawn from South Africa, 
new investment programmes be stopped and 
no loans or other economic assistance be 
granted to the State. 

The fight for the elimination of the policy of 
apartheid gives fresh impulses to the struggle 
waged by the peoples of Namibia and Zim- 
babwe for their right to national and social 
self-determination. 

South Africa persists in the illegal occupation 
of Namibia. Pretoria carries its shamefull po- 
licy of apartheid beyond its borders; it plun- 
ders the people of Namibia and tries to destroy 
the territorial integrity of the Country. With- 
out any reservation the GDR sides with the 
freedom-loving African countries which are 
firmly determined.to abolish that colonial op- 
pression and to enforce Namibia’s indepen- 
dence. The South African troops must be with- 
drawn from Namibia, the territorial integrity 
of the country recognized and power trans- 
ferred to the people of Namibia, with SWAPO, 
the South West Africa People’s Organization, 
being its sole legitimate representative. 

The immediate transfer of all power to the 
people of Zimbabwe, whose struggle for inde- 
pendence is led by the Patriotic Front, is also 
on the agenda. The deceitful manoeuvre of the 
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Smith regime and its puppets trying to estab- 
lish via the so-called internal settlement a neo- 
colonialist regime which will be dependent 
upon imperialism and which, basically, will not 
change anything in the present system of 
power and ownership must not be accepted. 
The will of the people of Zimbabwe, the atti- 
tude of the African States, of the United Na- 
tions and of the public at large cannot be 
ignored. The valiant liberation struggle waged 
by Zimbabwe over many years will be crown- 
ed with victory. 

In view of the danger which the racist regimes 
in southern Africa pose to peace, we believe 
that the possibilities to fight effectively against 
colonialism and racism will grow as world 
peace becomes more stable. International peace 
and détente allow us to apply our energies 
more than ever to the final elimination of 
colonialist and racist oppression. Also for this 
reason we plead strongly for a continuing con- 
solidation and expansion of the process of 
détente. The fight against the anti-human 
ideology and practice of racism is an organic 
part of the people’s antiimperialist struggle for 
international peace and security, for democ- 
racy and social progress. 

It is an undisputed fact that the fundamental 
change in the international balance of power 
in favour of the forces supporting détente, 
international security, disarmament and world- 
wide economic co-operation on an equal foot- 
ing is of direct or indirect benefit to the strug- 
gle for the elimination of the remaining colo- 
nial regimes. And, inversely, the final liquida- 
tion of colonialism will serve international 
détente and world peace. 

In the International Anti-Apartheid Year all 
States and peoples are called upon to multiply 
their efforts to eliminate colonialist and racist 
oppression. 

In this spirit the Party and Government lead- 
ers of the German Democratic Republic have 
adopted a broad programme of national acti- 
vities, a programme of multifaceted initiatives 
and of active solidarity, a programme of 
various actions by the parties, trade unions, 
the youth and other social organizations. 

It will be up to our Government Commission, 
which has been set up by a decision of the 
Council of Ministers, to promote and coordi- 
nate activities organized by our citizens in 
their wholehearted support of the anti-apart- 
heid campaign. 


Our active contribution to the International 
Year proclaimed by the United Nations shall 
be political commitment to the cause of the 
oppressed peoples in southern Africa, greater 
material assistance to the national liberation 
movements, and relentless exposure of the 
policy of apartheid. 

The Solidarity Appeal issued by the Ninth 
Congress of the Socialist Unity Party of Ger- 
many stresses that we will extend our fraternal 
unyielding solidarity to all fighters against 


imperialism and reaction, to all those who are 
suffering torment and torture in the prisons 
and concentration camps of reactionary racist 
regimes for the devoted service they are giving 
to the cause of freedom and peace. 

May the International Anti-Apartheid Year 
1978 become a great success for the cause of 
social progress in Africa. 


Archives of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
of the GDR 


From the speech delivered by Kurt Seibt, Chairman of the Central 
Auditing Commission of the Socialist Unity Party of Germany and 
President of the Solidarity Committee of the GDR, at the opening session 
of the GDR Government Commission for the International 


Anti-Apartheid Year 


20 March 1978 


As you know, the GDR’s firm solidarity with 
the peoples in southern Africa in their struggle 
against the apartheid regime is no time-con- 
ditioned, sporadic policy but a question of 
principle. The GDR’s state doctrine and policy 
has always been to support the struggle of 
the peoples and all resolutions adopted by the 
UN against apartheid. 

In the practical implementation of this policy 
which is imbued with the spirit of proletarian 
internationalism, the GDR Solidarity Com- 
mittee has always played an important role. 
What are, in detail, the activities of the Soli- 
darity Committee to help effectively eradicate 
racism and apartheid? 

Documents and other publications issued by 
our Committee in the GDR in several langu- 
ages help expose and denounce the abomina- 
ble crimes of the racist regimes in southern 
Africa as well as the extensive backing grant- 
ed to the regimes by NATO countries in viola- 
tion of UN and Security Council resolutions 
calling for the isolation of the racist regimes. 
These publications include: 

“Allied with South Africa’s racists’, a pam- 
phlet denouncing the FRG and other NATO 
countries for their collaboration with South 
African racists, ‘‘Oppression, torture, death 
in South Africa” and a documentary report on 


the violation of human rights resulting from 
the cooperation of the FRG with the South 
African apartheid regime. 

Moreover, our Committee has produced a 
number of posters attacking apartheid and 
colonialism. These posters met with such a 
great response from the UN Special Commit- 
tee against Apartheid that a large number of 
them were ordered for an exhibition of the 
Committee in New York. 

On the recommendation of the XXVII session 
of the UN General Assembly the Solidarity 
Committee has been organizing for several 
years now a week of solidarity with the 
struggle of the African poeples for their na- 
tional and social liberation, which is held 
around 25 May, the Day of African Unity. In 
addition in December, the month of anti-im- 
perialist solidarity, a great many solidarity 
meetings are held in all counties of the GDR, 
in factories, schools, institutes and villages. 
The Solidarity Committee has also promoted 
intensive research into problems of racism, 
apartheid and colonialism. An example of this 
is the contract of cooperation between the 
GDR Solidarity Committee and the Karl Marx 
University Department of African and Middle- 
Eastern Studies. The former commissioned 
the latter for instance, to prepare and collate 
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material on Angola contained in GDR archives 
in such a way that it will be a source of re- 
ference for our Angolan friends in studying 
their own history and that the citizens of the 
GDR,- particularly students, are acquainted 
with the history and the revolutionary tradi- 
tions of the Angolan people. The same project 
is planned for Narnibia. 

Furthermore, the Committee organizes ex- 
hibitions about the struggle against racism, 
apartheid and colonialism, and these are put 
on not only in the GDR but are also made 
available to the Afro-Asian People’s Solidarity 
Organization and anti-imperialist solidarity 
committees in capitalist countries. For ex- 
ample, we supplied 50 copies of the exhibition 
‘“‘Apartheid—No” to our partner organizations 
abroad, including the solidarity committees in 
the FRG, Finland and other capitalist coun- 
tries as well as socialist countries. 

Another form of our support for the struggle 
for national and social liberation are the direct 
contacts and exchanges of experiences and 
opinions with leading figures of the national 
liberation movements, be they at international 
conferences, during visits to the GDR or dur- 
ing visits of our comrades abroad. 

It is not only personal meetings with leaders 
of the liberation organizations which have 
proved so very valuable. Visits to refugee 
camps of the Zimbabwe African People’s 
Union have also turned out to be of great 
help. There we could see on the spot the ef- 
fectiveness of the assistance rendered by the 
GDR which is highly appreciated by our Afri- 
can friends. At the same time we also saw 
that a better selection of the goods sent would 
help to make our support even more useful. 
The Solidarity Committee takes an active part 
in conferences organized by fraternal com- 
mittees or international organizations on the 
theme of the struggle against racism, apart- 
heid and colonialism, such as the World Con- 
ference against Apartheid, Racism and Colo- 
nialism held in Lisbon, the World Conference 
on Actions against Apartheid held in Lagos 
and the International Conference to Support 
the Peoples of Zimbabwe and Namibia held in 
Maputo. 

Although four years have elapsed since the 
session of the UN Special Committee against 
Apartheid held in May 1974 in Berlin in which 
our Committee had a major involvement, it 
warrants mention here on account of the ex- 
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tremely positive response it evolved. The then 
head of the Special Committee, Edwin Ogebe 
Ogbu, found moving words to praise the solli- 
darity of the government and the people of 
the GDR, which is highly acknowledged 
everywhere. The Committee appealed to trade 
unions, students’ organizations, farmers as- 
sociations, women’s groups and religious in- 
stitutions across the world to join the struggle 
against apartheid. 

Apart from the above-mentioned forms of 

political and ideological support, permit me 

please to draw your attention to another area 
of assistance which requires quite substantial 
financial allocations. 

This is 

~ the printing, publication and distribution of 
“Sechaba”, the official organ of the African 
National Congress of South Africa and 
“Lotus”, the publication of the Afro-Asian 
Writers’ Association; 

— the printing and distribution of mathematics 
books, information material, documents and 
programmes for countries like Angola, Mo- 
zambique and Guinea-Bissau; 

— the production of posters and badges, flags 
and pennants for partner committees; 

— the purchase of films made by the GDR on 
the struggle for national and social libera- 
tion and the distribution of these films to 
the liberation organizations (ANC, SWAPO 
etc.) and to western solidarity committees. 
Such films include: ‘‘Who is afraid of the 
black man?” (Namibia) ‘‘When they take 
me I won't cry” (Namibia), ‘“All you need 
is freedom” (Zimbabwe), all three produced 
by Dr Sabine Katins, and ‘Victory is cer- 
tain” by Ulrich Makosch. 

In addition to this, 

— hundreds of Africans oppressed by the racists 
at home are being trained at universities, 
colleges, technical and vocational schools in 
the GDR, 

— sick or wounded liberation fighters receive 
medical treatment, 

~— children of liberation fighters are invited 
for a holiday in the GDR, 

— officials of national liberation organizations 
receive air tickets to be able to take part 
in international conferences. 


The vast majority of the financial means of our 
Committee are allocated as direct material as- 
sistance for the struggle for national and social 


liberation of the African peoples. In 1977 
alone, thanks to the generous solidarity dona- 
tions of the population, particularly trade 
union members, 40 million marks worth of 
goods were dispatched to southern Africa. 
These donations included mainly food, clothes, 
medicines, tents, blankets, school equipment 
and much more. 

The International Anti-Apartheid Year will be 
an occasion for the Solidarity Committee to 
step up its solidarity particularly with the 
liberation movements in southern Africa, i.e. 
the Patriotic Front of Zimbabwe, SWAPO of 
Namibia, ANC of South Africa, and with 
Angola and Mozambique. We have thus 
planned to deliver considerably more solida- 
rity goods in 1978 than in 1977. 


Such extensive solidarity donations are only 
possible thanks to the commitment with which 
the entire population, the government, all 
parties and mass organizations, above all the 
Confederation of Free German Trade Unions, 
support the Solidarity Committee. I would 
like to take advantage of this opportunity to 
express our sincere gratitude for this. 

I would like to assure all friends and com- 
rades present here that the Solidarity Com- 
mittee will continue to do its utmost to live 
up to its aims and support actively and effec- 
tively the struggle against apartheid, racism 
and colonialism. 


Archives of the Solidarity Committee of the GDR 


Message sent by the General Secretary of the Central Committee 

of the Socialist Unity Party of Germany and Chairman of the Council 
of State of the GDR, Erich Honecker, to UN Secretary-General 

Dr Kurt Waldheim, on the occasion of UN International 


Anti-Apartheid Year 


21 March 1978 


On the occasion of the International Anti- 
Apartheid Year I declare on behalf of the 
Council of State and the Government of the 
German Democratic Republic the active and 
comprehensive support of our State and our 
people for this initiative proclaimed by the 
United Nations. The GDR shall do everything 
within its power to help end the inhuman 
policy of apartheid. In this endeavour it stands 
side by side with the other socialist countries 
and indeed all progressive forces of the world. 
Our firm solidarity is with the valiant South 
African people who are steadfastly and un- 
swervingly struggling for their self-determi- 
nation. This solidarity is an outflow of the 
thoroughly humanistic nature of the socialist 
system of society. 

The German Democratic Republic does not 
maintain relations of any kind with the régime 
of apartheid. Our people despise apartheid as 
a policy of flagrant violation of fundamental 
human rights, as a permanent threat to free 
African States and hence as a serious danger 


to international peace and security. Full of 
indignation we condemn the terrorism of the 
South African racists who resort to ever more 
brutal means to prolong their domination. 
Particularly dangerous is their striving for 
nuclear weapons, which greatly adds to the 
inherent dangers. 

Decisive measures are imperative to resist the 
racists and to put an end to all imperialist 
collaboration with Pretoria. The arms embargo 
imposed by the United Nations Security Coun- 
cil constitutes a significant step in that direc- 
tion. The relevant stipulations must be strictly 
observed and supplemented by further sanc- 
tions in the economic and financial fields. 

The elimination of the apartheid régime is 
closely linked with the struggle for the im- 
plementation of the right of the peoples of 
Namibia and Zimbabwe to self-determination. 
The GDR strongly opposes all attempts at 
perpetuating colonialism and racism in dis- 
guised forms. 

The order of the day is the undelayed achieve- 
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ment of independence for the people of Nami- 
bia, with SWAPO being its sole legitimate 
representative. The issue is the discontinua- 
tion of the occupation of Namibia by South 
Africa and respect for Namibia’s territorial 
integrity. Necessary is the unconditional 
transfer of all power to the people of Zim- 
babwe whose legitimate representative is the 
Patriotic Front. 

The struggle for liberation in southern Africa 
has entered its decisive stage. In this context 
the fighting peoples need even more effective 
all-round assistance from the United Nations 
and its Member States. 


The sacred right of the peoples to defend 
themselves against aggressions, to determine 
their destinies by themselves and to use all 
the means at their command to fight for their 
national and social liberation must not be 
encroached, and colonialist and racist bar- 
barity have to be eradicated finally. 

In this spirit the German Democratic Republic 
will actively contribute a broad programme 
of national activities to the International Anti- 
Apartheid Year. 


Archives of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
of the GDR 


From the communication from the GDR concerning assistance for 


colonially and racially oppressed peoples 


Ref.: Memorandum of UN Secretary-General G/SO 214 (18-1) 


31 March 1978 


1. The German Democratic Republic, loyal to 
the principles of its socialist foreign policy, 
stands firmly at the side of the peoples and 
States struggling for their liberation and the 
realization of their national, political and eco- 
nomic self-determination. The right of peoples 
freely, without outside interference and by 
every means at their command, to determine 
their political status and shape their economic, 
social and cultural development in keeping 
with their own interests is one of the cogent 
fundamental principles of contemporary inter- 
national law. Its implementation is directly 
linked up with the struggle of the peoples 
against colonialism, racism, apartheid and im- 
perialist aggression and for political and eco- 
nomic independence and the guarantee of 
human rights. The effective realization of all 
elements of this right forms an integral part 
of the peoples’ struggle for peace, détente and 
disarmament. 


2. The peoples of Africa, in an historically 
short period of time, have scored remarkable 
achievements in the struggle against colonial- 
ism and racism. The final elimination of the 
vestiges of colonialism, racism and apartheid 
in the south of the continent is now on the 
order of the day. Action to bolster the eco- 
nomic underpinning of the right to self-deter- 
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mination of peoples in the nationally liberated 
States has become the most crucial element 
in overcoming the aftermath of colonial op- 
pression and exploitation. Essential here are 
the vested rights of peoples to take any action 
they may deem necessary for their economic 
and social development and their free exercise 
of full sovereignty over their natural 
wealth. 

Diametrically opposed to the African States’ 
and peoples’ quest for achieving and con- 
solidating their independence are attempts 
being made by imperialist interests to keep 
such States and peoples under their sway or 
to regain dominion over them. Wherever the 
interest of monopolies in profit runs into dan- 
ger, the right of the African peoples to self- 
determination is ruthlessly trampled upon 
and not the slightest scruple shown in utiliz- 
ing the imperialist military machinery, which 
seriously jeopardizes international peace. The 
German Democratic Republic strongly con- 
demns the interference by NATO countries in 
the internal affairs of States in Africa as well 
as NATO’s attempts to extend its sphere of 
action to this continent. 


3. Consistent action is imperative to head off 
the ever-growing dangers for peace and secu- 
rity, which emanate from the racist regimes 


in South Africa and Southern Rhodesia. By the 
same token it is necessary to halt the exten- 
sive assistance and support being provided 
to the racists by imperialist circles and mono- 
polies in the political, economic and military 
fields. The German Democratic Republic con- 
siders the decision on a mandatory arms em- 
bargo against the South African apartheid re- 
gime, contained in Security Council resolu- 
tion 418, as an important step towards com- 
pleting the racists’ isolation. The task is now 
to ensure strict compliance with the embargo 
by all States and to adopt additional enforce- 
ment measures in accordance with Chapter 
VII of the United Nations Charter. The Ger- 
man Democratic Republic supports the just 
demands of the African States for economic 
sanctions, an oil embargo, withdrawal of all 
foreign investments, and refrainment from 
granting loans or other economic aid. The 
world-wide campaign in support of the peo- 
ples in southern Africa in the current Inter- 
national Anti-Apartheid Year must be turned 
to account in order to call a halt to the racists’ 
escalating terror against the native popula- 
tions and to put an end to the acts of aggres- 
sion against sovereign neighbour States. 
South Africa must be stopped from obtaining 
possession of atomic weapons. All Member 
States of the United Nations bear a great res- 
ponsibility for preventing such a _con- 
tingency. 


4. In their fight for the realization of their 
self-determination the colonially and racially 
oppressed peoples and their national libera- 
tion organizations have the right to use every 
means at their command. The racist regimes 
in South Africa and Southern Rhodesia, in 
their efforts to keep the peoples in southern 
Africa from enforcing their legitimate rights, 
are making large-scale use of mercenaries 
from imperialist countries, both in operations 
against the national liberation movement and 
in acts of aggression perpetrated against 
sovereign neighbour States. The German Dem- 
Ocratic Republic, consistent with its con- 
stitutional principle to support and assist Sta- 
tes and peoples struggling against imperialism 
and colonial regimes and for national freedom 
and independence, most vigorously condemns 
such practices and supports all measures to 
combat the mercenary evil. The German 
Democratic Republic maintains no relations 


whatsoever with the racist minority régimes 
in southern Africa. It strictly complies with all 
the decisions and resolutions adopted by the 
United Nations. This goes especially for 
operative paragraph 6 of resolution 32/14. 
The Penal Code of the German Democratic 
Republic declares the recruitment, financing 
and training of GDR citizens with a view to 
participating in repressive action against the 
sovereignty of the German Democratic Re- 
public and against peace, humanity and human 
rights to be punishable offences. While arti- 
cle 88 of the Penal Code generally forbids on 
penalty any participation in activities for the 
oppression of a people, article 87 provides for 
the prosecution of any person who enlists or 
supplies or transports GDR citizens for partici- 
pation in warlike actions which serve to sup- 
press another people as well as of anyone 
aiding and abetting others in such punishable 
acts. 


5. The German Democratic Republic un- 
swervingly sides with the peoples of South 
Africa, Namibia and Zimbabwe and their legi- 
timate liberation organizations-ANC, SWAPO 
and the Patriotic Front. Its solidarity is with 
the Arab people of Palestine under the leader- 
ship of the PLO. The cause of lending active 
support and assistance to these peoples in the 
political, moral, diplomatic and material fields 
has engaged the hearts of the citizens of our 
State. Evidence thereof are the demands for 
a transfer of full power to the peoples of Nami- 
bia and Zimbabwe, who are represented by 
their national liberation organizations, as well 
as for the elimination of the inhuman policy 
of apartheid and the realization of the right to 
self-determination of the people of Palestine, 
including their right to establish a State of 
their own. 


The International Anti-Apartheid Year pro- 
claimed by the United Nations receives un- 
qualified support from the German Demo- 
cratic Republic and its political parties and 
social organizations. By undertaking a wide 
variety of actions, which are coordinated by a 
special governmental commission, the German 
Democratic Republic helps ensure that the 
Anti-Apartheid Year will lend fresh impetus 
to the continued struggle for the final eradica- 
tion of all forms of colonial and racist oppres- 
sion in all regions of the globe. 
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6. The commitment of the people of the Ger- 
man Democratic Republic to the struggle 
against colonialism, racism and apartheid is 
highlighted by an annual Week of Solidarity 
with the Peoples of Africa Struggling for Na- 
tional and Social Liberation and against 
Racism and by a Month of Anti-Imperialist 
Solidarity, observed in December. The ever- 
increasing solidarity contributions from GDR 
citizens enable the German Democratic Repub- 
lic to render the peoples held under colonial or 
racist oppression an even more effective sup- 
port and assistance, which is coordinated by 
the country’s Solidarity Committee. In the 
first half on 1978 alone, 15 million marks 
worth of urgently needed solidarity supplies 
were shipped to Africa on board of fifteen 
chartered planes, including, for example, 
medical drugs and medical equipment to- 
talling 2.6 million marks. The GDR Solidarity 
Committee notably arranges for the medical 
treatment of wounded liberation fighters from 
southern Africa. Only recently forty wounded 
SWAPO patriots—victims of South African ag- 
gression in Angola—arrived for treatment in 
the German Democratic Republic. According 
to the Solidarity Committee, another 250 
members of southern African liberation orga- 
nizations will come to train at GDR educa- 
tional facilities later this year. 


The German Democratic Republic, in con- 
sistent pursuit of its policies, will continue to 
the best of its abilities, as it has done in the 
past, to lend support and assistance to the 
colonially and racially oppressed peoples in 
their struggle for the realization of their 
inalienable rights. As the General Secretary 
of the Central Committee of the Socialist Unity 
Party of Germany and Chairman of the Council 
of State of the GDR, Erich Honecker, reaf- 
firmed in his message of greetings to the 
World Conference to Combat Racism and 
Racial Discrimination, ‘‘our State and our peo- 
ple will continue to do all they can to render 
a worthy contribution to the attainment of the 
aims of the Decade for Action, i.e., the final 
elimination of all forms of racist oppression 
and exploitation in the world”. This commit- 
ment animates the German Democratic Re- 
public in its unreserved backing of the im- 
portant decisions adopted by this World Con- 
ference, which marked a significant stage for 
the further determined struggle against colo- 
nialism, racism and apartheid. 


Archives of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
of the GDR 


From the speech delivered by the Chairman of the GDR Government 
Commission for International Anti-Apartheid Year, Alfred Neumann, 
member of the Politbureau of the Central Committee of the Socialist 
Unity Party of Germany and First Deputy Chairman of the Council 

of Ministers of the GDR, to representatives of the press on the occasion 


of International Anti-Apartheid Year 


10 April 1978 


21 March 1978, i.e. the International Day of 
Struggle for the Elimination of Racial Discri- 
mination, saw the opening of International 
Anti-Apartheid Year which has been pro- 
claimed by the UN. All states and peoples are 
called upon to multiply their efforts to eli- 
minate, colonial and racist exploitation and 
oppression. 

We have invited you to this press conference 
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in order to aquaint you with the way we in 
the GDR are responding to this appeal. At the 
same time, we should like to set out our 
views on some burning issues of the struggle 
against colonialism, racism and apartheid. As 
you will know, the GDR government is going 
to implement a comprehensive programme of 
nation-wide measures and manifold solidarity 
actions. 


A Government Commission for International 
Anti-Apartheid Year has been appointed by 
the Council of Ministers of the GDR and 
commenced work on 20 March 1978. Its task is 
to coordinate the various activities throughout 
the country. 

We will contribute to a successful year of 
struggle by stepping up all manner of support 
for the peoples of southern Africa and their 
national liberation movements in their struggle 
for freedom and human rights. We will do our 
best to isolate the apartheid regime further 
in line with the relevant UN resolutions and 
to expose the policy of its backers. 

Supported by the socialist states and all pro- 
gressive forces throughout the world, the 
peoples of Africa have won landslide victories 
in the struggle for national and social libera- 
tion during the past 20 years, a historically 
short span of time. 

The national liberation movement has rid the 
greatest part of the African continent from 
colonial rulers. The imperialist spheres of in- 
fluence keep shrinking. Imperialist states, 
above all the USA and Great Britain, are now 
concentrating on retaining the strongholds of 
inhumanity in the Republic of South Africa, 
Southern Rhodesia and Namibia. 

As you all know, the collapse of the Portu- 
guese colonial empire and the emergence of 
a number of young states with a socialist 
orientation gave new momentum to the na- 
tional and social liberation movement in south- 
ern Africa. The social content and political 
significance of this struggle for social progress 
are coming increasingly to the fore. By now 
the struggle for the liquidation of the racist 
regimes in southern Africa and for the imple- 
mentation of the basic rights of the peoples in 
the region has entered the decisive stage. 

The peoples of South Africa, Namibia and Zim- 
babwe are united by one fate and one aim. 
They want to implement their inalienable right 
to national independence and freely choose a 
progressive social system. They are fighting 
for peace and security, both put in jeopardy 
by the racist regimes. 

The time has come to eliminate once and for 
all the remnants of colonialism and racism and 
put an end to neo-colonialist aspirations. The 
correct path is shown by the UN resolutions. 
The Declaration on the Granting of Indepen- 
dence to Colonial Countries and Peoples adopt- 
ed in 1960 and the decisions taken by the Se- 


curity Council with regard to Namibia must 
now be fully implemented and the decisions 
on sanctions against Southern Rhodesia and 
South Africa must be strictly adhered to. This 
is an obligation of all members of the UN. 
This is why representatives of imperialist 
states are hypocritically advocating non-inter- 
ference in the affairs of African states. But as 
a matter of fact every dollar and every DM 
spent on economic and military support for 
South Africa. is a contribution to the main- 
tenance and perpetuation of the reactionary 
apartheid regimes. 

In these days the USA once again considered 
it necessary to interfere in the affairs of the 
African peoples. All sorts of occasions are 
used for slandering those who consistently 
stand by the African peoples struggling 
against imperialist tutelage. High-ranking 
Anglo-American personalities do not shrink 
from disseminating anti-Soviet, anti-Cuban and 
anti-socialist propaganda lies. At the same time 
patent offers are being made by Washington 
to force the African countries into social and 
political alliances. 

It is astonishing how certain circles in the USA 
without the slightest embarrassment try to 
camouflage their policy towards Africa by 
constantly speaking of racial equality, 
although in the USA itself more than 25 mil- 
lion Afro-Americans are condemned to po- 
verty, misery and discrimination. The highest 
rates of unemployment are to be found among 
Afro-Americans. 

Just 10 years have passed since the outstand- 
ing son of the American people and brave 
fighter for the freedom of the Afro-Americans, 
Martin Luther-King, was treacherously killed. 
Much-vaunted protestations of racial equality 
made by politicians from countries where racial 
discrimination is comprehensively practised 
every day anew are therefore too transparant 
as to be able to deceive world public 
opinion. 

The racists in Pretoria and Salisbury would 
long since have lost power had they not re- 
ceived massive support from beyond the coun- 
try’s borders. More than 1,200 imperialist 
monopolies are actively engaged in southern 
Africa and are making superprofits from the 
racist exploitation of the peoples of South 
Africa, Namibia and Zimbabwe. Such giants as 
General Motors, Ford, Chrysler, General 
Dynamics, Shell, AEG, BASF, Hoechst and 
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Volkswagen have established subsidiaries 
there. To date the USA, Great Britain and the 
FRG have invested 18,000 million dollars in 
the economy of the apartheid regime. To an 
increasing extent the imperialist powers are 
covering a great part of their need for uranium 
ore by imports from Namibia which is illegally 
occupied by South Africa. Trade with South 
Africa is being continuously expanded. FRG/ 
South Africa trade alone amounts to more than 
5,000 million DM per year. FRG export 
guarantees went up from 480 million DM in 
1970 to 2,800 million DM in 1977. 

After his recent visit to the racists the leading 
CSU politician Franz Josef Strauss declared 
that one had to effectively support the regimes 
in southern Africa and must not allow any 
boycott of South Africa. In the UN too, the 
GDR has repeatedly objected to the false 
assertion that these economic relations are 
allegedly directed against apartheid. The in- 
tensified cooperation of the imperialists with 
the racists derives from their thirst for profit 
and their striving to continue the exploitation 
of the African peoples. At the same time it 
is designed to strengthen these regimes po- 
litically, economically and militarily and this 
shows that the monopolies are banking on the 
continuation of racist domination. 

One cannot speak of the liquidation of apart- 
heid without mentioning the collaboration of 
South Africa with Israel. Not long ago a large 
delegation of Israeli businessmen paid a visit 
to South Africa and, irrespective of UN resolu- 
tions, conducted negotiations with Pretoria on 
further expanding trade, especially on sup- 
plying arms. Similarly collaboration between 
Tel Aviv and Pretoria in the nuclear field is 
being intensified. 

While representatives of imperialist countries 
are paying lip service against apartheid at the 
UN these states are at the same time tolerating 
and supporting increased collaboration with 
the racist regimes. It is also in this context 
that the decision of the Security Council on the 
arms embargo has to be seen. We of course 
welcome this important decision on bringing 
the apartheid regimes into isolation whose 
unrestricted implementation, however, re- 
quires more vigorous efforts. The ways of how 
to avoid the necessary sanctions are well 
known. The best example is how the embargo 
imposed against Southern Rhodesia is being 
violated by imperialist monopolies. 


140 


One must not overlook the fact that the inter- 
national monopolies enable the apartheid re- 
gime to accelerate its own arms build-up. 
Through their production establishments in 
South Africa the transnational monopolies are 
even directly participating in this. According 
to American newspapers the regime is in a 
position to produce 70 per cent of all required 
weapons and equipment within the country. 
South Africa’s efforts to acquire nuclear 
weapons are alarming. Only recently the re- 
gime decided to turn its enrichment facility for 
uranium into an industrial production unit. 
But despite this dangerous development the 
imperialist states are continuing their close 
collaboration with Pretoria in the nuclear field, 
among them first of all firms from the USA, 
the FRG and France. The attitude of the states 
towards the UN weapons embargo must 
primarily be gauged in terms of their willing- 
ness to take part in international efforts aimed 
at preventing South Africa from acquiring 
nuclear weapons. This must not be allowed to 
become a matter of warning the South African 
apartheid regime symbolically. Nuclear weap- 
ons in the hands of the racists would im- 
mensely heighten the dangers threatening the 
security of the African states and would 
enormously increase the instability and ten- 
sions in this region. More effective steps have 
to be taken by the UN in order to put a spoke 
into the racists’ wheel. We think that the 
weapons embargo does not have a solid foun- 
dation unless collaboration with South Africa 
is stopped in all fields. For this reason the 
GDR is pressing for economic sanctions. 

The struggle against the apartheid regime in 
South Africa and against its fascist terror is 
inseparably linked to the struggle for the 
independence of Namibia and Zimbabwe. And 
in all our activities we always consider Pre- 
toria the centre of colonialism and racism in 
southern Africa. 

What is now on the agenda is to genuinely 
guarantee the peoples of Namibia and Zim- 
babwe their right to self-determination and 
their independence. The oppressed peoples are 
entitled to use all means at their disposal in 
this struggle. It is necessary that power be 
transferred to their legitimate representatives, 
i.e. SWAPO of Namibia and the Patriotic Front 
of Zimbabwe. 

The imperialists are trying to get people be- 
lieve that all conflicts should be settled ex- 


clusively by way of peaceful negotiations. 
They describe the fighting patriots as little 
better than terrorists. But as a matter of fact 
the imperialists want to disarm the African 
peoples while they are at the same time en- 
couraging the continuing arms drive of the 
racists who have armies and sophisticated 
weapons at their disposal. 

The racist regimes have shown that they 
ruthlessly drown all peaceful demonstrations 
for the right to self-determination and in- 
dependence in blood. By means of barbaric at- 
tacks with helicopters and jet fighters they 
intend to intimidate also those people who sup- 
port the struggle for granting Zimbabwe and 
Namibia their independence and right to self- 
determination. 

Ever more frequently black puppets are now 
becoming involved. These are stooges who 
have sold themselves to the white minority. 
One example is the so-called ‘‘internal settle- 
ment” in Southern Rhodesia. The GDR is 
throwing its full weight behind the resolu- 
tions of the UN consistently rejecting such a 
settlement. The Anglo-American plan is no 
way out either. 

Smith is to be made socially acceptable and 
the white minority is to remain at the helm of 
the state. One hears about plans for convening 
another conference on Southern Rhodesia with 
Smith and his puppets also participating. 

The Patriotic Front, however, will thwart all 
plans and actions of this discredited re- 
gime... 

In Namibia, too, Vorster’s occupation troops, 
backed by imperialist circles, do not scruple 
to use all possible means to discredit SWAPO. 
They are continuing to look for pretexts in 
order to block the implementation of the de- 
mands made by the UN. 

It cannot be overlooked that the Western 
powers, in alliance with the South African oc- 
cupation forces, are organizing a conspiracy 
against the Namibian people so as to retain 
imperialism’s positions in southern Africa. A 
handful of venal chiefs and puppets of the 
South African occupation troops are to be 
placed at the top of a neo-colonialist regime. 
It will be their job to guarantee that Namibia 
is retained as a domain of the South African 
racists and international monopolies. 

SWAPO President Sam Nujoma declared in 
Lusaka that SWAPO is not prepared to par- 
ticipate in plans which could result in under- 


mining the victories and achievements scored 
in the struggle against colonial oppression and 
exploitation during the past few years. This 
also holds for the latest proposals of the five 
Western members of the Security Council 
which are designed to force the people of 
Namibia under the yoke of neo-colonialist ex- 
ploitation and oppression. But SWAPO will 
not lay down its arms since Vorster and his 
backers are not the sort of people to be 
trusted. The South African apartheid regime 
must withdraw its occupation troops from Na- 
mibia completely and without delay, must re- 
spect Namibia’s territorial integrity and re- 
lease all Namibian political prisoners. 

The African peoples are increasingly recog- 
nizing the background to these imperialist 
manoeuvres. As a result even some Western 
newspapers had to admit some days ago that 
it is not possible to convince the front-line 
states of America’s plan concerning Rhodesia. 
And Nigeria’s head of state Obasanjo objected 
to the American plans on Namibia, stating that 
his country is unswervingly supporting 
SWAPO, the legitimate leader of the people, 
in its just struggle for Namibia’s independ- 
ence. 

The imperialists intend to force the peoples 
in southern Africa onto a capitalist path of de- 
velopment and to maintain and strengthen the 
power of the monopolies. The attempts of 
social-democratic circles to popularize a so- 
called middle course in Africa form part of 
these aspirations. This, however, means that 
the social contrasts continue to exist and that 
unemployment, crises and the cost of living 
show an upward tendency. The so-called 
“slightly improved capitalism”, recommended 
by the social democrats is veiled neo-colonial- 
ism and makes the situation still worse. 

The revolutionary democratic governments 
existing in Africa which, supported by the 
states of the socialist community, are follow- 
ing a socialist orientation did right in choosing 
this course. It is the only one enabling them to 
really abolish existing class differences and do 
away once and for all with all forms of colo- 
nialist and racist exploitation and oppression. 
The GDR maintains a clear attitude towards 
human rights and the elimination of all sorts 
of colonial and racial oppression. What is 
stipulated in the two Human Rights Conven- 
tions has been fully translated into practice in 
our state. The political power of the people 
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under the leadership of the working class has 
uprooted exploitation and oppression once and 
for all. Racism is completely alien to a socialist 
society. There are no forces in it which can 
win power and profit by discriminating and 
oppressing other peoples. Active solidarity 
with the peoples fighting for their very own 
rights is a matter close to the hearts of the 
GDR’s citizens. 

In fulfilling its internationalist duty and as a 
member of the UN the GDR is firmly on the 
side of the national liberation movements. We 
are connected by close bonds of solidarity with 
the legitimate liberation movements _re- 
cognized by the OAU and the UN. Our po- 
litical, diplomatic and material support goes 
out to the African peoples and their liberation 
movements, the African National Congress of 
South Africa (ANC), the South West Africa 
People’s Organization of Namibia (SWAPO) 
and the Patriotic Front of Zimbabwe. 

In his address to the UN Secretary-General on 


the occasion of International Anti-Apartheid 
Year the General Secretary of the Central Com- 
mittee of the SED and Chairman of the GDR 
State Council, Erich Honecker, pointed out: 
“The GDR will do everything in its power to 
contribute to the liquidation of the policy of 
apartheid which is so hostile to humanity. In 
doing this it is firmly allied with the socialist 
countries and all other progressive forces 
throughout the world. The sacred right of the 
peoples to defend themselves against aggres- 
sion, to determine their own destinies and to 
fight for their national and social liberation 
with all means at their disposal must not be 
encroached upon and colonialist and racist 
barbarity must be finally eradicated.” 

It is with this in mind that the GDR Govern- 
ment Commission will carry out its responsi- 
bilities. 


Archives of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
of the GDR 


Letter sent by the Chairman of the GDR Government Commission for 
International Anti-Apartheid Year, Alfred Neumann, member of the 
Politbureau of the Central Committee of the Socialist Unity Party of 
Germany and First Deputy Chairman of the Council of Ministers of the 
GDR, to the Chairman of the Anti-Apartheid Committee of the United 
Nations, Leslie O. Harriman, concerning the programme of national 
measures adopted by the GDR government to mark International 


Anti-Apartheid Year 


26 April 1978 


The people and the Government of the Ger- 
man Democratic Republic welcome the decision 
taken by the XXXII session of the United 
Nations General Assembly on the proclama- 
tion of the International Anti-Apartheid Year 
as a further step towards an effective isolation 
of the South African racist regime. 

I have the honour to inform you that the 
Government of the German Democratic Re- 
public has adopted a programme of national 
measures for the International Anti-Apartheid 
Year. For co-ordinating the wide range of ac- 
tions of solidarity to be taken, a government 
commission has been set under my chairman- 
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ship, which comprises ministers, representa- 
tives of various state institutions, the political 
parties, trade unions, the youth organization, 
the women’s federation, the country’s Solidar- 
ity Committee, and other social organizations. 
The government commission finds favourable 
conditions for its activity in the inherent 
humanistic policy of our socialist state. 

The German Democratic Republic firmly sides 
with the peoples fighting for their national 
and social liberation, and it fully identifies 
itself with the objectives of the International 
Anti-Apartheid Year. The peoples of southern 
Africa and their authentic representatives, the 


national liberation movements, will continue 
to be granted every possible assistance in the 
struggle for the elimination of the remnants 
of colonial and racist oppression and exploita- 
tion. 

In his message addressed to the Secretary- 
General of the United Nations, Dr Waldheim, 
on the occasion of the inauguration of the 
International Anti-Apartheid Year on 21 March 
1978, the General Secretary of the Central 
Committee of the Socialist Unity Party of 
Germany and Chairman of the Council of State 
of the GDR, Erich Honecker, gave the follow- 
ing assurance: ‘‘The GDR shall do everything 
within its power to help end the inhuman 
policy of apartheid.” The whole people has a 
keen interest in the International Anti-Apart- 
heid Year. 

The extensive programme of the GDR for the 
International Anti-Apartheid Year includes, 
among others, the following activities: 

The International Days of Solidarity with the 
fighting people of South Africa on 16 June and 
with the political prisoners in South Africa on 
11 October this year will be occasions to 
manifest once again our people’s solidarity 
with the South African people. The week of 
solidarity from 22 to 27 May 1978 is also 
under the motto of assistance for the libera- 
tion struggle of the peoples in southern Africa. 
A wide range of events are scheduled to take 
place during that week. 

A delegation of the GDR is going to take part 
in the World Conference against Racism and 
Racial Discrimination in Geneva. The Karl 
Marx University of Leipzig will organize a 
scientific symposium on the subject ‘’Apart- 
heid—massive violation of human rights’ in 
the last three months of 1978. Intellectuals of 
the GDR are going to express their solidarity 
with the peoples of southern Africa by an ex- 
hibition mottoed “Artists Manifest Solidarity 
in the Struggle against Racism and Racial 
Discrimination” which will be opened on 27 
April 1978. A documentary film ‘’Against 
Racism—for Anti-imperialist Solidarity” is 
nearing completion. Days of Solidarity figure 
on the programme of the youth organization 
for the Students’ Summer and of the Interna- 
tional Documentary and Short Film Week. The 
education of children and youths in the spirit 
of international friendship and solidarity will 
be demonstrated by an action of school-child- 
ren mottoed ‘Children draw and paint for 


African Friends’. A special stamp and a spe- 
cial coin are going to be minted to mark the 
International Anti-Apartheid Year. In addition, 
all social organizations of the GDR will make 
specific contributions of their own within the 
International Anti-Apartheid Year. 

Permit me to assure you that the government 
commission of the German Democratic Re- 
public will contribute to the best of its ability 
to the success of the Year against apartheid 
and to the implementation of the inalienable 
rights of the peoples in southern Africa. 


Information 

of the German Democratic Republic 
on Activities in the International 
Anti-Apartheid Year 


1. To extend solidarity and assistance to the 
peoples’ struggle for the elimination of the 
remnants of colonialism, racism and apartheid 
is a basic foreign policy principle of the so- 
cialist German Democratic Republic. Acting in 
full agreement with the will of its citizens, our 
State firmly stands by the side of the African 
States and peoples in their just striving for 
national, political and economic self-determi- 
nation. In his message of greetings to United 
Nations Secretary-General Kurt Waldheim on 
the occasion of the International Anti-Apart- 
heid Year, Erich Honecker, General Secretary 
of the Central Committee of the Socialist Unity 
Party of Germany and Chairman of the Coun- 
cil of State of the German Democratic Re- 
public, reaffirmed this basic stand as follows: 
“The GDR shall do everything within its 
power to help end the inhuman policy of 
apartheid. In this endeavour it stands side by 
side with the other socialist countries and in- 
deed all progressive forces of the world. Our 
firm solidarity is with the valiant South Afri- 
can people who are steadfastly and unswer- 
vingly struggling for their self-determination. 
This solidarity is an outflow of the thoroughly 
humanistic nature of the socialist system of 
society.” (Document A/AC.115/L.489) 


2. The GDR consistently supports all pro- 
visions of the decisions of the General As- 
sembly and the Security Council calling for 
the elimination of racism and apartheid in 
South Africa and for the undelayed transfer of 
full power to the peoples of Zimbabwe and 
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Namibia. It is necessary to stop immediately 
economic, military and political support from 
imperialist States to the racist régimes in 
southern Africa and to prevent the nuclear 
arms build-up of South Africa. The GDR does 
not maintain relations of any kind with the 
racists. It strictly observes the sanctions im- 
posed by the Security Council, and advocates 
the adoption of more far-reaching measures 
in the economic field pursuant to Chapter VII 
of the United Nations Charter. 

The GDR is linked by ties of friendship with 
the legitimate representatives of the peoples 
of southern Africa, i.e. the African National 
Congress of South Africa (ANC), the South 
West Africa People’s Organization of Namibia 
(SWAPO) and the Patriotic Front of Zim- 
babwe, granting them political, moral, diplo- 
matic and material assistance in their just 
struggle. The visits to the GDR of Mr Nujoma, 
President of SWAPO, Namibia, and Mr Tambo, 
President of the ANC, South Africa, have been 
further manifestations of our solidarity and 
support, reaffirming the fundamental policy of 
the GDR which is directed against racism and 
colonialism. Evidence of this is the existence of 
official representations of African freedom 
movements in Berlin, capital of the GDR. 


3. The GDR welcomed the decision of the 
thirty-second session of the United Nations 
General Assembly to proclaim the year 1978 
“International Anti-Apartheid Year’. It views 
this move as a reflection of the way in which 
the United Nations meets its high responsibility 
under the Charter to promote the just struggle 
of peoples in southern Africa for self-deter- 
mination and national and social liberation and 
against apartheid and colonialism. Following 
the recommendation of the United Nations, the 
Government of the GDR adopted a programme 
of national action for the International Anti- 
Apartheid Year. To co-ordinate the wide range 
of activities a Government commission was 
appointed headed by Mr. Alfred Neumann, 
First Deputy Chairman of the Council of 
Ministers of the GDR. The commission com- 
prises senior representatives of central govern- 
ment bodies and officials of mass organiza- 
tions. The national programme envisages ac- 
tions in the political and cultural fields. In 
statements issued on the International Day of 
Solidarity with the Struggling Peopie of South 
Africa (16 June) and on Namibia Day (26 Au- 
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gust), the GDR reiterated its close bonds with 
the fighting peoples. A Week of Solidarity 
held from 22 to 27 May 1978 was dedicated 
to the support for the freedom fight waged 
by the peoples in southern Africa. The GDR 
took an active part in the Geneva World Con- 
ference to Combat Racism and Racial Discrimi- 
nation. Later this year, the Leipzig Karl Marx 
University is going to hold a scientific sympo- 
sium under the theme ‘Apartheid—massive 
violation of human rights”. In art exhibitions 
and films GDR artists express their firm com- 
mitment to the cause of solidarity. The stu- 
dents’ summer work and recreation program- 
mes organized by the Free German Youth or- 
ganization also featured solidarity events. A 
campaign among school children entitled 
“Children paint pictures for African friends” 
reflects the spirit of international understand- 
ing and solidarity in which our children and 
youth are educated. Also, a special stamp and 
a special coin are devoted to the International 
Anti-Apartheid Year. 

In addition, public organizations in the GDR, 
the political parties, trade unions, the women’s 
organization and the youth organization con- 
tribute actions of their own to the International 
Anti-Apartheid Year. At numerous meetings in 
factories and residential areas they voice the 
idea of solidarity deeply rooted in the minds 
of the citizens of the country. 


4. A highlight in the earlier activities in the 
GDR to mark the International Anti-Apartheid 
Year has been the ‘‘Week of Solidarity with 
the peoples fighting for national and social 
liberation and against racism” held last May. 
Many events of that Week, which were or- 
ganized by the Solidarity Committee, the Na- 
tional Council of the National Front, the Con- 
federation of Free German Trade Unions, the 
Free German Youth and other public institu- 
tions provided an opportunity to further 
strengthen the anti-imperialist solidarity with 
the African peoples’ struggle for national and 
social liberation. The people of the GDR have 
manifested their genuine sympathy with and 
active support for that fight. Large donations, 
solidarity bazaars and many extra shifts, 
whose proceeds were remitted to the solidarity 
account, illustrate the tremendous growth the 
solidarity movement has taken in the GDR. 
In conformity with the objective of the Inter- 
national Anti-Apartheid Year the people of the 


GDR have intensified their assistance to the 
national liberation organizations in southern 
Africa; they condemn the policy of apartheid 
as a crime against humanity and denounce it 
as a serious threat to world peace. 


5. The GDR played an active and constructive 
role at the World Conference to Combat Racism 
and Racial Discrimination. It believes that the 
results of the Conference will give a great 
impetus to the peoples’ striving to finally 
eradicate all forms of colonial and racist op- 
pression and exploitation. The World Con- 
ference has shown that the front of action 
against racism and apartheid has grown in 
strength. The GDR supports without reserva- 
tion the documents passed at the Conference, 
which contain action-orientated guidelines for 
the eradication of the most evil form of racism, 
apartheid in southern Africa, ‘‘Our State and 
our people will,” as was stated by the General 
Secretary of the Central Committee of the 
Socialist Unity Party of Germany and Chair- 
man of the Council of State of the German 
Democratic Republic in his message to the 
World Conference, ‘‘continue to do all they 
can to render a worthy contribution to the 
attainment of the aims of the Decade for Ac- 
tion, i.e. the final elimination of all forms of 
racist oppression and exploitation in the 
world.” 

An art exhibition dedicated to the theme of 
the combat against racism and apartheid has 
been a specific contribution of the GDR to the 
World Conference. The exhibition, which was 
shown in the GDR earlier this year under the 
national programme of action, met with great 
attention in Geneva. It was also on display 
during the International Conference of Non- 
Governmental Organizations for Action against 
Apartheid and will be shown at the United 
Nations Headquarters in New York in Sep- 
tember. 


6. Special mention must be made of the sub- 
stantial contributions of the mass media in the 
GDR to help attain the objectives of the Inter- 
national Anti-Apartheid Year. The Interna- 
tional Day of Solidarity observed by progres- 
sive journalists every year on 8 September 
was inaugurated by an impressive manifesta- 
tion of solidarity whose central theme was the 
clear commitment of GDR journalists to the 
cause of the peoples in southern Africa. During 
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the fifteen years of its existence, the School of 
Solidarity of the Association of Journalists of 
the GDR has provided training courses to ap- 
proximately 400 journalists from 38 countries. 
Besides the above-mentioned activities jour- 
nalists in the press, radio and television con- 
tribute in their respective areas towards pro- 
moting the just struggle of the peoples in 
southern Africa. The GDR radio, for example, 
made known documentary evidence on the 
complicity of imperialist circles with the rac- 
ists in South Africa and Southern Rhodesia. 
It broadcast interviews with representatives of 
African States and liberation organizations in 
southern Africa and featured a week of radio 
plays mottoed ‘‘Art-A Weapon in the Fight 
against Apartheid”. A prominent feature of 
GDR television programmes were films, such 
as ‘The forgotten colony” or “If they find me, 
I don’t cry’, which were also shown abroad 
and made available to the United Nations. 


7. In the GDR all strata of the people have 
joined in promoting the central purpose of 
the International Anti-Apartheid Year. The 
solidarity actions co-ordinated by the GDR 
Solidarity Committee have steadily increased 
this year, involving both regular donations 
and extra contributions from the population. 
In the first half of 1978 urgently needed goods 
totalling 40 million marks were dispatched to 
Africa, such as food, clothing and textiles. 
More aid has been channeled above all to the 
liberation organizations. These consignments 
worth several million marks included the 
supply of medicaments and medical equipment 
amounting to 2.6 million marks. 

A priority task is the provision by the GDR 
of medical treatment to wounded liberation 
fighters. Since 1977 over 350 wounded Afri- 
cans have been treated in GDR hospitals. In 
July this year, for example, a special plane of 
the GDR airline Interflug brought 40 wounded 
Namibian patriots to the GDR, victims of 
acts of aggression committed by South African 
troops in Kassinga. 

The training of students remains another im- 
portant form of assistance. In 1978 alone, the 
Solidarity Committee will receive 250 members 
of liberation organizations in southern Africa 
to take up training courses in the GDR. 
Moreover, children of freedom fighters have 
been regularly invited to holiday camps in the 
GDR. 
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8. For the people and Government of the GDR 
firm solidarity with the peoples of southern 
Africa in their struggle against the apartheid 
régime is no temporary or short-lived matter, 
but a matter of principle. The GDR will con- 
tinue to work actively and consistently for the 
elimination of the inhuman policy of apart- 


heid and grant every assistance to the peoples 
in southern Africa who are fighting for their 
inalienable rights. 


Archives of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
of the GDR 


Speech delivered by Ambassador Peter Florin, Deputy Minister of 
Foreign Affairs and Permanent Representative of the GDR at the 
United Nations, to the 9th UN special session dealing with the question 


of Namibia 


26 April 1978 


For the second time now, a special session of 
the General Assembly is being devoted to the 
question of Namibia; this is entirely in keep- 
ing with the direct responsibility of the world 
Organization as the lawful Administering 
Authority of the Territory until its attainment 
of independence. It also points to the urgent 
need finally to take effective measures to help 
the people of Namibia exercise their right to 
self-determination and attain independence. 

At the same time, we understand how closely 
interlinked are the liberation struggle of the 
people of Namibia and the aspirations of the 
peoples of Zimbabwe and South Africa to na- 
tional and social liberation. The occupation 
policy of South Africa, which is the fundamen- 
tal bastion of imperialism and colonialism in 
southern Africa, is the main -obstacle to a 
solution of the problem of Namibia. In re- 
sponse to General Assembly and Security 
Council decisions, the racist régime has em- 
barked on an intensification of terror. Inde- 
scribable suffering has been inflicted upon the 
people by the illegal administration, which 
does not even shrink from persecution, im- 
prisonment and the murder of women and 
children. Thousands of people have been 
driven from their homes; tens of thousands of 
Africans have been herded into reservations. 

At the present time in Namibia, an extra- 
ordinary situation prevails and wartime laws 
are in effect. The President of SWAPO, Sam 
Nujoma, whom I warmly welcome from this 
rostrum on behalf of the delegation of the 
German Democratic Republic, in his speech at 
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this special session drew for us a most im- 
pressive picture of the complex, dangerous 
situation in Namibia: terror is being aroused 
by the feverish expansion of the military 
presence. The actions of the racists are cha- 
racterized not by a troop evacuation as called 
for by Security Council resolution 385 (1976) 
but by an expansion of the army of the aggres- 
sor and of the military equipment of that 
army. The network of military bases on the 
Angolan and Zambian borders is being 
tightened; the territory of Namibia is being 
converted into a springboard for aggressive 
attacks on free African States Members of our 
Organization. 

The stationing of South African troops in Na- 
mibia constitutes a constant threat to those 
States. Therefore, the demand for the total 
withdrawal .of the occupation troops is of 
fundamental importance, both for Namibia 
itself and, indeed, for all the peoples of 
southern Africa. 

What is particularly alarming and frightening 
is South Africa’s ambition to acquire nuclear 
weapons. Only recently, as it happens, the 
apartheid régime decided to convert its ura- 
nium-enrichment installations into industrial 
enterprises. It is no secret that it is that ré- 
gime’s desire systematically to use the Kala- 
hari desert—that is, the territory of Namibia— 
for nuclear tests. Nevertheless, Western mono- 


polies are continuing to co-operate with Pre- 


toria in the nuclear field. In so doing they are 
assuming a heavy responsibility. Nuclear 
weapons in the hands of the racists would in- 


ordinately increase the danger for the whole 
African continent and would pose a threat to 
international peace and security. 

What is needed are effective efforts by the 
United Nations to put an end to the shameful 
designs of the racists. Only a cessation of co- 
operation with South Africa in all fields and 
the imposition of economic sanctions will 
create a sound foundation for the implementa- 
tion of the Security Council embargo on arms 
deliveries. 

In contravention of the decisions of the United 
Nations, South Africa annexed Walvis Bay, 
an integral part of Namibia, with which, to 
use the words in the Declaration on the Libe- 
ration of Namibia, adopted at the Interna- 
tional Conference in Support of the Peoples of 
Zimbabwe and Namibia, held at Maputo,! ‘‘it 
is inextricably linked by geographical, his- 
torical, economic, cultural and ethnic bonds”. 
The United Nations has, as we know, con- 
demned that act of aggression as illegal and 
invalid. The attempt to annex Walvis Bay, the 
only deep-water port linking Namibia to South 
Africa is clearly aimed at preventing the un- 
conditional implementation of the independ- 
ence of Namibia and its territorial integrity. It 
coincides with the practice of various colonial 
powers, which have so often attempted to 
separate Walvis Bay from Namibia so as to 
have a bridge-head for the oppression and 
exploitation of the people of Namibia. Now 
again this bridge-head is likely to be used for 
the purpose of posing a military threat to in- 
dependent African States and exerting pressure 
on them. The problem of Walvis Bay is too 
serious to be excluded from any sound solu- 
tion of the problem of Namibia. 

The racists have most shamelessly been using 
all means at their disposal to salvage their 
illegal position that has been condemned by 
the whole international community. They have 
adopted far-reaching measures to create in 
Namibia a neo-colonialist structure that would 
ensure the long-term interests of the imperial- 
ists. These include the bribery of tribal heads 
and other puppets. They include also the so- 
called Turnhalle Alliance, which arose from 
attempts on the part of South Africa to 


1 A/32/109/Rev.1-S/12344/Rev.1, annex V. For the 
printed text, see Official Records of the Security 
Council, Thirty-second Year, Supplement for 
July, August and September 1977, 
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bantustanize Namibia. Such actions have been 
buttressed by artificially created and incited 
disturbances among the tribes. At the same 
time, their purpose is to discredit SWAPO at 
the international and national levels, as well as 
to raise obstacles to the immediate cessation of 
the illegal occupation of Namibia and the 
transfer of power to SWAPO. 

In its political programme, SWAPO has set 
itself the goal of bringing about a total and 
genuine independence for Namibia in the po- 
litical, economic, military, social and cultural 
fields and the creation of a democratic peo- 
ple’s government. It has long been known that 
that organization has the support of the peo- 
ple of Namibia, and it is only under its leader- 
ship that Namibia will be able to attain 
genuine independence and freedom. The Or- 
ganization of African Unity and the United 
Nations recognize SWAPO as the sole legiti- 
mate representative of the people of Namibia. 
It is therefore necessary and urgent to do 
everything possible to offer support to SWAPO 
in order to bring about total compliance with 
the United Nations decisions on Namibia. This 
applies, in particular, to Security Council reso- 
lution 385 (1976). 

In this connexion; among the fundamental is- 
sues involved which must be resolved are the 
withdrawal of all South African occupation 
troops and the dissolution of the organs of 
power of the former colonial masters, as well 
as the recognition of the territorial integrity 
and political unity of Namibia. In this sense, 
the United Nations should shoulder its re- 
sponsibility for the administration of Namibia 
until its independence is established. 

The United Nations Council for Namibia, the 
authorized organ of the United Nations, in co- 
operation with SWAPO, could set up a provi- 
sional government whose task would be the 
organization, without delay, of genuinely free 
elections. After the establishment of national 
independence for Namibia and the admission 
of a free and independent Namibia to member- 
ship into our international Organization, the 
United Nations could divest itself of this 
specific responsibility. Such a course would be 
in keeping with decisions of the United Na- 
tions. However, there are members of the 
Organization who have been attempting re- 
peatedly to disregard decisions that have been 
adopted and to undermine the responsibility of 
the United Nations regarding Namibia. With- 
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out any mandate from the United Nations, 
there are being circulated plans designed to 
preserve the old system of domination in its 
neo-colonialist form and to create a puppet 
régime; plans to allow the South African oc- 
cupation troops to remain in Namibia, leaving 
intact the repressive police structure created by 
the racist régime which is responsible for the 
arrest, torture and murder of innumerable 
patriots, and authorizing the South African 
administrator general, that is, the Governor 
under the apartheid régime, who recently in- 
troduced into the Territory of Namibia a new 
law of terror relating to preventive arrests 
—something that has been notorious from the 
time of fascism—to put into effect preparations 
for so-called free and democratic elections so 
that the political and paramilitary organiza- 
tions of the fascist racists, who pattern them- 
selves, as we know, on the war criminals, 
Goering and Hitler, can go on committing their 
brutalities with impunity. I ask the Assembly, 
what kind of elections will they be that are to 
be held under such circumstances? What kind 
of elections can be free and democratic when 
they are conducted under the rifles of the 
racists, under the pressure of political power 
of fanatical fascists who continue to be given 
support from outside? Such a concept cannot 
find expression in a programme of the United 
Nations. 
The President of SWAPO, Sam Nujoma, quite 
rightly stated at Lusaka that his organization 
was not prepared to participate 
‘“‘in schemes engineered to undermine and 
destroy the victories and achievements that 
we have made over the long years of bitter 
struggle against colonial oppression and ex- 
ploitation” (see A/S-9/4, p. 16). 
The apartheid régime, supported by imperial- 
ism, should not be trusted. It should be re- 
sisted by every means and with all the power 
available to the liberation movement. What- 
ever régime may be imposed upon the people 
of Namibia by the illegal occupationists, that 
régime cannot be recognized by the world, just 
as the world cannot possibly recognize the 
puppet régime in Zimbabwe. 


As for a peaceful settlement of the question of 


Namibia, such a settlement would become 
possible if all States Members of the Organi- 
zation jointly exerted the necessary pressure 
on South Africa. Unfortunately, however, do- 
minant circles among the Western Powers are 
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not ready for that, and this is something that 
the apartheid régime is counting on. 

For the United Nations, it is not the interests 
of the transnational monopolies which fear 
losing the sources of their enormous profits 
that should be the decisive factor. Namibia has 
a thousand miles of coastline on the south- 
western part of the African continent, with one 
of the biggest natural harbours in the southern 
Atlantic, Walvis Bay. It has large tracts of 
water, rich in fish resources, and inside the 
country there are large reserves of minerals 
—diamonds, lead, copper, uranium, zinc and 
tungsten. All these resources have been 
shamelessly plundered by the colonialists, in 
arrogant defiance of decisions of the United 
Nations—for instance. Decree No.1 of the 
United Nations Council for Namibia.2 An end 
must be put to this. The people of Namibia, in 
exercise of their right to self-determination, 
should also exercise their sovereign rights over 
their natural resources. 

Our actions should be determined by the hopes 
of a people still oppressed today and by the 
universal interest in peace and security. What 
the delegation of the German Democratic Re- 
public expects from the General Assembly at 
this ninth special session can be summed up 
as follows: reaffirmation of the right to self- 
determination, freedom and national indepen- 
dence of the people of Namibia; increased 
support for the struggle for liberation under 
the leadership of SWAPO, the sole lawful re- 
presentative of the people of Namibia; total 
and immediate implementation of the United 
Nations decisions on Namibia, particularly, 
Security Council resolution 385 (1976); and 
the elimination of the dangerous threat to 
international peace and security posed by 
South Africa. These demands are entirely in 
keeping with the demands of the Conference 
of Ministers of the Organization of African 
Unity, meeting at Tripoli, and the United Na- 
tions Council for Namibia, during its session 
at Lusaka. 

My delegation supports the draft declaration 
and programme of action presented by the 
United Nations Council for Namibia, which 
would have the General Assembly strongly 
urge the Security Council 


2 See Official Records of the General Assembly, 
Twenty-ninth Session, Supplement No. 244A, 
para. 84, 


‘“‘to take the most vigorous measures, in- 
cluding sanctions provided for under Chap- 
ter VII of the Charter of the United Nations, 
particularly comprehensive economic sanc- 
tions, an oil embargo and an arms embargo”. 
(A/S-9/7, annex, para. 35.) 
I should like to conclude my statement with 
the following words contained in a message in 
connexion with the International Anti-Apart- 
heid Year by the General Secretary of the 
Central Committee of the Socialist Unity Party 
of Germany and the Chairman of the Council 


of State of the German Democratic Republic, 

Erich Honecker: 
“Tt is the sacred and inviolable right of the 
peoples of the world to oppose aggression 
and to determine their own fate, and to do 
everything in their power in the struggle for 
their national and social liberation. Colo- 
nialism and racist barbarism must be rooted 
out once and for all.” 


Archives of the Minstry of Foreign Affairs 
of the GDR 


Speech delivered by Kurt Seibt, Chairman of the Central Auditing 
Commission of the Socialist Unity Party of Germany and President 

of the Solidarity Committee of the GDR, at the extended meeting of the 
Presidium of the Solidarity Committee of the GDR in Berlin 


4 May 1978 


A year has elapsed since we met last to report 
on our activities and discuss the new tasks 
lying ahead—a year of further progress for the 
solidarity movement in the GDR. 

Solidarity manifestations have truly developed 
into a people’s movement in this country, 
which has enabled us to support the African, 
Asian and Latin American peoples last year 
more than ever before. And this not only ap- 
plies to the urgently needed goods, represent- 
ing a value of more than 250 million marks 
supplied by us since January 1977 alone. 

The international anti-imperialist solidarity we 
extend to our friends in Africa and the Middle 
East, our brothers in Vietnam and: Laos, to the 
Chilean patriots and all other forces in the 
world fighting against imperialism, fascism 
and racism, for social progress and human 
rights, proves that they are not alone in their 
struggle for a life in dignity. 

The time has come to clear away all remnants 
of colonialism and racism and frustrate all 
neo-colonialist aspirations once and for all. 
We therefore whole-heartedly welcome the 
decision adopted by the XXXII session of the 
UN General Assembly to make 1978 Interna- 
tional Anti-Apartheid Year. In continuation of 
our long-standing fraternal relations to all 
anti-imperialist forces throughout the world 
we fully support the main idea of this inter- 


national fighting year to close our ranks 
further against the racists and side with the 
peoples of South Africa, Namibia and Zim- 
babwe in their struggle. 

In 1930 Brecht wrote in his Solidarity Song: 
Whoever lets his fellow down only lets himself 
down in the end. This is a truth known to 
everyone in this country. The examples of peo- 
ple exercising solidarity are therefore varied 
and countless indeed which proves that soli- 
darity is not an order from above, as our 
enemies try to make people believe. 

The many initiatives add up to a powerful 
movement that shows that the people of the 
GDR fully support the principles of proleta- 
rian internationalism and _ anti-imperialist 
solidarity as a main characteristic of the policy 
of their party and government. 

The idea of solidarity is deeply rooted in the 
thinking and acting of the more than 8 million 
members of the Confederation of Free German 
Trade Unions. Trade unionists consider it their 
class obligation to give a certain amount of 
money every month for international solidar- 
ity. Considerable sums accrue in this way, thus 
enabling the trade unions’ National Executive 
to support the Solidarity Funds on a large 
scale and, in addition, render direct support to 
trade unions for working-class militants fight- 
ing against exploitation and oppression. 
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Over the past twelve months the trade unions 
supported the national liberation struggle of 
the African, Asian and Latin American peo- 
ples with a total of 160 million marks. Vietnam 
alone received some 70 million marks, bring- 
ing the overall sum donated by the GDR 
working class since the beginning of the 
barbaric war against the Vietnamese people to 
432 million marks. 

In the framework of the UNESCO programme 
to fight illiteracy and ignorance, the trade 
unions sent advisers and lecturers to African 
countries. 

Every year hundreds of foreign trade unionists 
are given curative and other medical treat- 
ment in trade union-owned holiday homes. In 
addition, African, Asian and Latin American 
trade unionists participate in courses provided 
by the Fritz Heckert trade union college in 
Bernau, and foreign students and apprentices 
are trained in the GDR. 

All in all the FDGB has raised more than 
1,000 million marks for solidarity purposes 
since it was founded in 1945. 

One form of solidarity extended by the work- 
ing people in the GDR is the many extra shifts 
worked to produce and dispatch solidarity 
goods above the plan. 

I can mention but a few of the many enter- 
prises helping us to support our friends in 
Africa and the Middle East materially: There 
is the VEB Maiswerke Zerbst, Leipzig branch, 
an enterprise producing ready-to-serve-meals. 
Representatives of the Patriotic Front of Zim- 
babwe told us that the supplies of this factory 
help to satisfy one of the most urgent needs in 
their liberation struggle by providing food for 
the people in the liberated areas and camps. 
The workers at this enterprise even have 
altered their recipes for deliveries to Africa, so 
that their products are received very well 
there. 

Year by year solidarity consignments of some 
30 million marks are assembled by the Zentral- 
depot fiir Pharmazie und Medizintechnik. 
Medical supplies and equipment make up the 
main part of our deliveries. Whenever speedy 
action is needed the workers do not look at 
the clock. 

The employees of VEB Modesta Bekleidungs- 
werke Johanngeorgenstadt have helped for 
many years with good initiatives to make 
children’s clothing available. 

VVB Kiuhl- und Lagerwirtschaft has been our 
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reliable partner in flour and powdered milk 
supplies for solidarity shipments. 

Our thanks and appreciation go to all of 
them. 

Among members of all parties and mass or- 
ganizations united in the National Front move- 
ment the idea of anti-imperialist solidarity has 
gained in importance, too. 

Following the example of the working class, 
currently some 511,000 cooperative farmers, 
i.e. almost 90 per cent of our farmers, support 
the struggle of the peoples for freedom, in- 
dependence and social progress in the spirit 
of proletarian internationalism by regular 
monthly donations. 

In preparation for our Presidium meeting I 
received a letter from Ernst Goldenbaum, 
Chairman of the Democratic Farmers’ Party of 
Germany, in which he reports on the results 
achieved by his party in the field of interna- 
tional solidarity. Eighty per cent of the party 
members active in solidarity groups of agri- 
cultural cooperatives make a regular monthly 
contribution to solidarity. Last year, more than 
1.6 million marks were donated. 

In 1977 the Association of Mutual Farmers’ 
Aid provided training for some 40 delegates 
from Cuba and 49 from Arab countries at the 
agricultural engineering college in Teutschen- 
thal to enable them to take over managerial 
positions in their native countries. In fact we 
can say that the idea of anti-imperialist soli- 
darity gained ground among cooperative farm- 
ers in 1977, as can be seen from the highest 
ever donations from their side-some 10 mil- 
lion marks. 

As a socialist mass movement, the National 
Front contributes greatly to spreading the idea 
of anti-imperialist solidarity in residential 
areas through its political and ideological work. 
In 1977 craftsmen and tradespeople increased 
their solidarity effort by 11 per cent as com- 
pared to 1976. Many initiatives have been 
launched by the committees of the National 
Front. In Frankfurt/Oder, for instance, one 
residential area pledged to donate 400 marks 
every year to solidarity, the money for which 
is to be gained by voluntary town improve- 
ment campaigns and by recycling waste paper. 
Mention should also be made of the solidarity 
bazaars and solidarity tombolas organized by 
the committees of the National Front in co- 
operation with the Women’s Federation. 

The armed forces in the GDR miss no op- 


portunity to demonstrate their solidarity with 
the anti-imperialist struggle of the peoples. In 
a letter to the Solidarity Committee Army 
General Heinz Hoffmann, GDR Minister of 
Defence, stressed that the efforts made to 
guarantee our preparedness to protect social- 
ism at the side of the Soviet Army and the 
armies of the other fraternal states will help to 
strengthen the Warsaw defence alliance, and 
to continue to implement the policy of peaceful 
coexistence, detente, security and peace in 
order to create even better conditions for a 
change in the balance of forces in favour of the 
peoples fighting for their legitimate rights. 
Donations of money amounting to almost 
3 million marks collected among the GDR 
armed forces and border guards, were handed 
over at the same time. 

For all other social forces in the GDR too, 
solidarity is a basic principle of political ac- 
tion. 

The solidarity campaigns of the Free German 
Youth and the Young and Thalmann Pioneers 
for all peoples and movements fighting for 
their freedom and independence are full of 
ideas and burning enthusiasm. 

Between 1971 and 1977 the young generation 
collected the impressive sum of 31 million 
marks. Over the past decades the broad 
solidarity movement with Vietnam has re- 
ceived more than 50 million marks from 
members of the youth organization. This 
money is used, among other things, in African, 
Asian and Latin American countries to build 
schools, youth centres and sports facilities and 
to support the work of their youth organiza- 
tions. Posters are printed and medical supplies 
and tents are sent out. 

Last September the Week of Solidarity with 
the Chilean People was the occasion to hand 
over to representatives of the Popular Unity 
youth organizations in the GDR a total of 
3 million marks. 

Since 1964 the “‘friendship teams” have been 
a special feature of internationalist activities 
of the youth organization. In 13 African, Asian 
and Latin American countries, including Cuba, 
Vietnam, Chile at the time of the Popular 
Unity government, Angola, Mozambique, 
Algeria, Syria and Guinea, they help in major 
projects or in the training of skilled workers. 
Every year some 150 young people from 
Latin American, African and Asian states at- 
tend the international course at the Wilhelm 


Pieck college of the youth organization. In 
preparation for the 11th World Youth and 
Students’ Festival in Havana the FDJ and the 
Pioneer organization have announced inten- 
sified efforts in their anti-imperialist solidarity 
campaign. 

Many FDJ branches have undertaken to raise 
funds for one air-ticket from Africa to Ha- 
vana. 

The results achieved by Young and Thalmann 
Pioneers last year are excellent and worth 
mentioning here as well. In numerous cam- 
paigns—we all know their solidarity bazaars 
and waste paper collections—some 3 million 
marks were collected. They donated them to 
the ‘Schools for Vietnam’ campaign, which 
has been a great success for a number of 
years. 

At present the traditional Weeks of Socialist 
Pioneer Help are held at schools. Last year 
alone this event helped to raise 1.5 million 
marks. We are convinced that our Pioneers 
will be even more successful this time, in the 
year of the struggle against apartheid. 

Women in the GDR are not behind either in 
their solidarity efforts. Last year the National 
Executive of the Women’s Federation was able 
to hand over 3 million marks to the Solidarity 
Committee. 

The solidarity campaigns of the women’s 
journal Fir Dich meet with an excellent re- 
sponse, especially among groups of the 
Women’s Federation. At a National Executive 
meeting of the women’s organization the 
money raised was handed over to the Soli- 
darity Committee. 

The anti-fascist resistance fighters in the GDR 
are among the most active supporters of soli- 
darity campaigns. Having experienced the 
power of international solidarity in the night 
of fascism, their example and talks to younger 
people are rendering a valuable contribution 
to educating the younger generation in the 
spirit of proletarian internationalism and anti- 
imperialist solidarity. And they match their 
words with action, as can be seen from the 
high contributions paid by them to the soli- 
darity account regularly. In 1977 alone, they 
donated more than 2.2 million marks. 

The great activities of craftsmen and trades- 
people for the solidarity movement are also 
wellknown. Here I would like to mention the 
Halle Chamber of Artisans which handed over 
a solidarity cheque for 1.75 million marks in 
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1977. Thus the craftsmen and tradespeople of 
this county have donated a total of 8.5 million 
marks over the past 10 years. 

The money will be used, among other things, 
for the establishment of 17 radio workshops 
in the Vietnamese province of Nam Dinh, for 
which the Halle Chamber of Artisans has 
taken over full responsibility. They will send 
the equipment, assemble it in Vietnam, train 
the necessary skilled men and provide the 
workshops with spare parts. 

Of major importance for our solidarity efforts 
are the publications of GDR scientists. They 
have won an international reputation by their 
committed analyses of problems of the na- 
tional liberation movement and their persistent 
work against imperialism, neo-colonialism and 
racism. I would like to stress here that Pro- 
fessor Klare, President of the Academy of 
Sciences, hands over substantial donations of 
our scientists every year. 

The work of doctors and medical staffs at 
hospitals where wounded or sick freedom 
fighters from Africa and Asia are given treat- 
ment cannot be praised too highly. 

Just a few of them should be mentioned here: 
the Rudolf-Elle-Krankenhaus Eisenberg, the 
Waldkrankenhaus Bad Dtben, the county 
hospital Rostock-Stid and the Coswig hospital. 
Our heartfelt thanks go to the Ministry of 
Health for the excellent support we are re- 
ceiving. 

Religious circles, too, have rendered increasing 
contributions to anti-imperialist solidarity. 
We also thank our old-age pensioners for their 
commitment and good deeds which docu- 
mented their solidarity. 

The involvement of film and TV workers in 
this country in the anti-imperialist struggle 
deserves special mention. Films by the Dr Sa- 
bine Katins group of the GDR TV such as 
‘“‘All You Need Is Freedom”, “If They Catch 
Me I Won’t Cry” and ‘‘Who Is Afraid of the 
Big Black Man” are of great importance for 
solidarity work. 

Or think of the Heynowski and Scheumann 
films on Vietnam such as “’The Iron Fortress” 
and ‘The Devil’s Island”; or their Chile film 
“TI Was, I Am, I Will Be”. 

We all remember very well their eighth film 
on Chile ‘““The Dead Are Not Silent” which had 
its first night in April. In it the enemies of the 
Chilean people are mercilessly exposed. In the 
witness box: two courageous Chilean women, 
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the widows of Popular Unity politicians killed 
by order of Pinochet. The reports of the two 
comrades and the revelation of their fate is 
deeply moving. Their factual explanations and 
vivid descriptions join to make a monstrous 
story of betrayal and paint a concrete picture 
of the traitors to the people. 

Anybody who realizes the political infamy of 
the traitor Pinochet, combined with a complete 
lack of principles, will know what to think of 
the threadbare ‘‘amnesty” granted recently by 
the junta chief to cover up the bloody realities 
in his country. However well packaged this 
propaganda is proclaimed to the whole world, 
the dead and the 2,500 persons bundled off to 
unknown destinations cannot be silenced. And 
this film helps them to be heard. 

I would like to thank all who participated in 
the solidarity campaigns and activities includ- 
ing those not specifically mentioned here. This 
internationalist attitude will help to raise the 
reputation of our country further. 

Due to the greater commitment of our people 
in the field of international solidarity we were 
able to broaden our activities. 

As mentioned before, in 1977 36 ships of the 
Deutsche Seereederei and 34 Interflug charter 
planes delivered 16,000 tonnes of solidarity 
goods worth more than 200 million marks to 
progressive states and movements in Africa, 
Asia and the Middle East. 

Among other things these donations helped 
the Ethiopian people in defending their revo- 
lution. In addition to urgently needed food- 
stuffs and medicines, textiles and clothing, we 
also sent complete outfits for sewing centres 
to Ethiopia. Our friends in the Kebele (urban 
administrative units of about 2,000 inhabitants 
with elected representatives) have confirmed 
that these centres are a great help for them. 
Here the women learn to sew and are thus 
prepared for working in future clothing fac- 
tories. At the same time they receive some 
political instruction. Kebele educational work- 
ers explain their tasks to them in the struggle 
for social liberation and how to accomplish 
them. 

Our support goes to the peoples of Zimbabwe, 
Namibia and South Africa in their bitter strug- 
gle against the racist regimes in their coun- 
tries. We will intensify our efforts during the 
International Anti-Apartheid Year. Let me give 
you another example of our solidarity work: 
ZAPU has set up a number of camps for chil- 


dren whose parents were killed in raids by the 
Smith mercenaries. In one of these camps 
some 4,000 girls between the ages of 6 and 
14 are accommodated. Our Solidarity Com- 
mittee sent foodstuffs, tents, blankets, medi- 
cines and children’s clothing as well as text- 
books and pencils. With what enthusiasm and 
warmth the representatives of our Committee 
were received in this camp! They recognized 
the GDR as their friend and helper on the 
difficult road to freedom. In other camps, too, 
everybody knows the containers with food- 
stuffs and other essentials marked ‘’Solidari- 
tatskomitee der DDR”. Since fast help is 
needed, charter planes transported these goods 
over distances of up to 10,000 kilometres. 
Our solidarity with newly independent states 
like Angola, Mozambique, Guinea-Bissau, the 
Cape Verde Islands, SAo Tomé and Principe as 
well as Benin, Madagascar, Congo and the 
People’s Democratic Republic of Yemen must 
not be underestimated. 

We all know how difficult and complex the 
building of a new society is. The foundation of 
independent states and their admission to the 
United Nations neither abolishes the results of 
centuries of plunder nor stops the imperialist 
attempts to create neo-colonial dependence. 
The countries of the socialist community nat- 
urally look upon the young nation-states as 
their equal partners. How far-reaching these 
relations are today is demonstrated by the 
economic and technological support granted 
by the CMEA countries in the construction of 
3,280 industrial enterprises and other major 
projects in these countries. About three quar- 
ters of these enterprises have now started to 
operate. In addition some 350,000 specialists 
and technicians have been trained. At present 
more than 30,000 young people from Africa, 
Asia and Latin America are attending univer- 
sities and colleges in CMEA countries. 

In addition, the socialist states delegate 
thousands of specialists to developing coun- 
tries and arrange for the training of skilled 
labour in their home countries. The peoples of 
the young nation-states are well aware of how 
this support contributes to their economic de- 
velopment and to becoming independent of the 
imperialist monopolies. In this the GDR has 
no small share. 

In Angola, for instance, GDR specialists from 
VEB Pumpspeicherwerke Hohenwarte helped 
to restore the hydro power station near Caxito 


at the Rio Danda. Once it had belonged to the 
Portuguese who withdrew their specialists 
even before Angola won its independence. 
Later it was destroyed by South African inter- 
ventionist troops. Now, after much hard work 
and thanks to the solidarity shown it is con- 
nected to the mains again, supplying electricity 
to Luanda, the capital. 

Since 1976, pilots from the GDR help in the 
ports of Luanda and Lobito, following a re- 
quest of the Angolan government. So far, more 
than 3,200 ships from almost 50 countries have 
been led safely into Angolan ports by GDR 
pilots, among them 12 freighters from the 
GDR with solidarity goods. 

The extent of our support in the health sector 
can be seen from the fact that in 1977 alone 
medicines and medical equipment to the value 
of 30 million marks were sent to African and 
Asian countries. 

Some 200 doctors and nurses from the Soviet 
Union, Cuba and the GDR help Angola to 
overcome the catastrophic conditions in the 
medical field left behind by colonialism. In 
Luanda’s rehabilitation centre a team of GDR 
doctors is to be found all the year round. Last 
year Angola received vaccines for 350,000 
children financed from solidarity funds. 

To combat the cholera epidemic raging in Tan- 
zania for some months now, the Solidarity 
Committee has made 200 litres of vaccines 
available, enough for 20,000 prophylactic vac- 
cinations. 

The medical staff and doctors being trained 
for these countries in the GDR is increasing, 
too. 

Similar support is rendered to help overcome 
illiteracy in Africa, Asia and Latin America. 
This will remain a major field of our solidarity 
efforts for years to come. All in all, the GDR 
has now printed some 600,000 textbooks for 
Mozambique, Angola and Guinea-Bissau. 

Last year all the books were revised and the 
new relief plates made available to our friends. 
Now they can do the printing in their own 
countries where printing plants have been set 
up by the GDR. 

In the People’s Democratic Republic of Yemen 
I could see for myself how solidarity of the 
GDR is received in the nomad boarding 
schools that have been supplied with clothing, 
blankets, exercise books and pencils as well 
as foodstuffs. For the first time in their his- 
tory, children of Bedouin families are able to 
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attend school, and the help extended to them 
has awakened their enthusiasm for the so- 
cialist GDR. 

Similarly we help in many other countries 
where colonialism has left behind a dreadful 
heritage. The need for our support for the 
Arab patriots in their struggle for a just and 
lasting peace in the Middle East is daily gain- 
ing in urgency. 

Our active support for the inalienable rights 
of the Palestinian people at the United Nations 
and other international bodies is being supple- 
mented by our intensified material support. 
Immediately after Israel’s cowardly attack on 
Lebanon we sent two plane-loads of urgently 
needed solidarity goods to Beirut. 

In his talks with Erich Honecker and other 
leading representatives of our party Yassir 
Arafat, Chairman of the PLO Executive Com- 
mittee, was assured of the further solidarity 
of the people of the GDR with the struggle 
of the Arab people of Palestine, under the 
leadership of the PLO, for implementing their 
national rights. 

Under the slogan ‘‘Solidarity-now more than 
ever” we continued our solidarity with Viet- 
nam in 1977. The goods sent and services rend- 
ered represent a value of more than 75 mil- 
lion marks. It goes without saying that this 
support will be continued and intensified after 
the conclusion of the Friendship Treaty. Crop 
failures and the drought in southern Vietnam 
will make additional supplies necessary. 

The reconstruction of the hospital of GDR- 
Vietnamese friendship in Hanoi is almost com- 
plete while construction work is proceeding at 
the orthopaedic centre in Ba Vi, where GDR 
Minister of Health Prof. Mecklinger recently 
opened the orthopaedic department. 

To turn the town of Vinh into a modern so- 
cialist centre, 40 GDR specialists are helping 
in the management sector. In Doa Tu a GDR 
team is training the Vietnamese workers for 
the recently completed concrete slab factory. 
In addition, we are continuing our comprehen- 
sive support in the medical and educational 
fields. In the vocational training centres of 
Pho Yen and Vinh, built with solidarity funds, 
GDR experts are training some 800 appren- 
tices every year. 

Many more examples could be cited. 

Our solidarity with the Chilean patriots will be 
continued until fascism in Chile is defeated. 
Since the fascist night in Chile began, the GDR 
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and the other socialist states have always been 
at the top of the solidarity movement to sup- 
port the Chilean people against the military 
junta. 

The people of the GDR are rendering their 
contribution to solidarity in the spirit of pro- 
letarian internationalism in many ways. Col- 
lections and solidarity meetings are being or- 
ganized among workers, cooperative farmers, 
craftsmen, cultural and intellectual workers, 
pensioners, young people and children. Pam- 
phlets are published, posters printed and re- 
cords and films are produced to unmask the 
fascist regime in Chile. 

For some 1,500 Chileans the GDR has become 
a home from home, where they can live, work, 
learn and fight side by side with their friends. 
Here they find open arms and practical sup- 
port whenever they need it. Chile: a name that 
mobilizes the people in the GDR, young and 
old alike. 

In his recent speech to the First Secretaries of 
the SED District Committees Comrade Erich 
Honecker stated that 1977 was a year of out- 
standing international events. The radical 
change in the international balance of forces 
has further reduced the chances for imperial- 
ism to resort to a world war as a way out of 
its difficulties as was the case in earlier days. 
On three continents the peoples are now build- 
ing socialism, and on the fourth, in Africa, so- 
cialism is gaining a foothold, too. 

The breath-taking speed with which this de- 
velopment is taking place becomes evident 
when we think back a few years. At that time 
the imperialists were quite positive that at 
least the black continent would remain under 
their control. But all their hopes have been 
dashed in the meantime. 

The racially oppressed nations of southern 
Africa are recovering their strength to win a 
decent life in independence. The peoples of 
South Africa, Zimbabwe and Namibia are 
linked by a common fate and common aims. 
They are longing to implement their inalien- 
able right to national independence and to 
build a progressive social system. Together 
they are fighting for peace, security and 
human rights. 

The struggle of the African states to escape 
the economic predominance of imperialism 
has been intensified and their influence in the 
United Nations has grown. 

This in fact is the most important. result of the 


national liberation struggle to date: the peo- 
ples and states of Africa, Asia and Latin Ame- 
rica have become an independent factor in 
world politics. As forecast by Lenin, millions 
of people have turned from mere objects of 
history into its creators. 

Representatives of the national liberation 
movement have repeatedly stated—and this 
was underlined by SWAPO President Sam 
Nujoma at the recent UN Special Session on 
Namibia—that the peoples of Africa, Asia and 
Latin America are developing an ever greater 
awareness of the fact that the states of the 
socialist community, with the Soviet Union 
at the head, are their natural allies and most 
reliable support in the struggle against im- 
perialism and for social progress. This percep- 
tion increasingly determines the positions of 
African and Asian statesmen and peoples. 

In this connection I would like to recall that 
in 1977 more political contacts with African 
revolutionary politicians were registered than 
ever before. Mention must be made here of 
the meetings between Erich Honecker, General 
Secretary of the Central Committee of the SED 
and Chairman of the Council of State, and 
Joachim Yhomby Opango, President of the 
People’s Republic of Congo; SWAPO Presi- 
dent Sam Nujoma and many other African 
heads of state. 

I would like to recall the tours of our unfor- 
gotten Comrade Werner Lamberz undertaken 
on behalf of Erich Honecker to a number of 
African and Arab states which greatly contri- 
buted to the strengthening of mutual rela- 
tions. 

In the early months of 1978 we started to inten- 
sify our material support for the three national 
liberation organizations, the ANC of South 
Africa, SWAPO of Namibia and the Patriotic 
Front of Zimbabwe. During the first three 
months alone, solidarity consignments to the 
tune of 10 million marks were dispatched to 
Africa. 

We call on you, members of the Presidium, to 
actively support the national programme of the 
GDR for International Anti-Apartheid Year. 
At present we are preparing the ‘‘Week of 
Solidarity with the African Peoples Fighting 
for National and Social Liberation and Against 
Racism”, to be held from 22 to 27 May. 

We will observe in a worthy manner the Inter- 
national Days of Solidarity with the fighting 
people of South Africa on 16 June, and with 


the political prisoners of South Africa on 
22 October. 
We shall do all we can to make the Interna- 
tional Anti-Apartheid Year a success. What I 
have explained here at great length about the 
struggle for freedom in southern Africa under- 
lines the necessity to support the national and 
social liberation revolutions there and in other 
parts of the world even better and to cooperate 
more closely with the nationally liberated sta- 
tes, as formulated in the SED Programme as 
one of the principal tasks lying ahead. 

What are the main tasks now resulting from 

this: 

1. During International Anti-Apartheid Year 

1978 we are directing all our efforts to 
eradicate all remnants of colonial and 
racial domination and exploitation through- 
out the world. 
Naturally our main concern is the liberation 
of the peoples living under direct oppres- 
sion. Our full solidarity therefore goes out 
to the national liberation movements, i.e. 
the Patriotic Front of Zimbabwe, SWAPO 
of Namibia and the ANC of South Africa. 

2. On the African continent a new, revolu- 

tionary centre has emerged -—Socialist Ethio- 
pia. The revolution under way in this coun- 
try must not be underestimated in its im- 
portance for the entire African continent 
and for forcing back imperialism. 
The defence of the revolutionary achieve- 
ments and sovereignty of Ethiopia against 
all imperialist attacks will remain a central 
task in our solidarity work. 

3. Young states oriented on socialist develop- 

ment can always rely on our comprehensive 
support in building a life free from oppres- 
sion and exploitation. 
We are supporting the People’s Republics 
of Angola and Mozambique, the Republic 
of Guinea-Bissau, the Cape Verde Islands 
and S40 Tomé and Principe. Our solidarity 
goes to the People’s Democratic Republic of 
Yemen, the People’s Republics of Congo 
and Benin, the Democratic Republic of Ma- 
dagascar and all other newly liberated 
countries. 

4, We are continuing our unbroken solidarity 
with the just struggle of the Arab peoples, 
above all the Palestinian people and the 
national patriotic forces in the Lebanon, for 
a lasting peace in the Middle East. 

In the name of peace, of the right to self- 
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determination of the nations and humanity 
we call for the complete withdrawal of 
Israeli troops from all Arab and Palestinian 
territories occupied in 1967 and there- 
after. 

We demand the implementation of the in- 
alienable rights of the Arab people of Pales- 
tine, including their rights to self-determi- 
nation and the setting up of their own inde- 
pendent state. 

This demand will be raised again during 
the ‘Week of Solidarity with the Anti-impe- 
rialist Forces in the Middle East in their 
Struggle for the Peace and Social Progress”’ 
to be held in the GDR from 5 to 11 June 
1978. 

5. Our solidarity with the Socialist Republic 
of Vietnam and the People’s Democratic 
Republic of Vietnam and the People’s 
Democratic Republic of Laos will be con- 
tinued and strengthened. After the visit of 
our party and state delegation headed by 
Comrade Erich Honecker to Vietnam and 
the signing of a Friendship Treaty, proleta- 
rian internationalism commands us to inten- 
sify our efforts and actively help to trans- 
late the documents adopted into reality. 
Now we all have the responsibility of 
rendering an active contribution to the all- 
round strengthening of the friendship and 
cooperation between the Socialist Republic 
of Vietnam, the People’s Democratic Re- 
public of Laos and the GDR. 

We are extremely concerned about the fact 
that the border conflict unleashed by ruling 
circles in Kampuchea is posing a new, severe 
threat to the Vietnamese people. 
We resolutely condemn the hostile actions of 
Kampuchea which only serve the interests of 
imperialism and other reactionary forces to 
whom the building of socialism and the con- 
solidation of the fraternal alliance between the 
peoples of South-East Asia is a thorn in the 
side. 
The 3rd anniversary of the victory of the Viet- 
namese people on 2 September, Vietnam’s Na- 
tional Day, and December as the month of 
anti-imperialist solidarity will mark the high- 
lights of our solidarity campaign with Viet- 
nam. 

Let us now come to Chile. 

The courageous stand of large parts of the 

Chilean people against all fascist manoeuvres 

of Pinochet is indicative of the fact that resis- 
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tance is growing throughout the country. Our 
task is to support it by all means at our dis- 
posal. 

We therefore call for increased solidarity with 
the Chilean patriots to isolate the fascist re- 
gime even more and prepare the ground for 
the opponents of the Pinochet regime to build 
up their strength. 

The struggle for the immediate release of 
2,500 missing persons and all political pri- 
soners will remain the central task of our so- 
lidarity campaign for Chile. At the same time 
we shall have to devote ourselves to a new 
and important task—to support the right of 
every Chilean to live in his home country. 
The Solidarity Committee of the GDR will 
make use of occasions such as the 45th anni- 
versary of the founding of the Socialist Party 
of Chile, the 70th birthday of Dr Salvador 
Allende, and the Week of Solidarity with the 
Chilean People in September to extend broad 
support to the demands of the Chilean peo- 
ple. 

The German Democratic Republic and its 
citizens will do everything in their power to 
support the Chilean patriots until humanity 
and democracy have achieved victory in Chile. 
In the same manner we extend our solidarity 
to the patriots of Uruguay, Paraguay, Nicara- 
gua and other Latin American nations fighting 
against fascist and terrorist dictatorships in 
their countries. 

Due to its principled position against racism, 
colonialism and neo-colonialism and solidarity 
with the fighters for national and social libera- 
tion which is deeply rooted in the people, the 
GDR enjoys a high reputation. We can say in 
fact: wherever people are fighting for social 
progress and dedicating their lives to the 
establishment of a just order to the benefit 
of the working masses, our socialist fatherland 
is known and appreciated and considered a 
friend. Though this fills us with joy it demon- 
strates at the same time the great responsi- 
bility we have, together with the Soviet Union 
and the other fraternal countries, towards the 
world revolutionary process in its entirety and 
thereby also towards each and every of the 
millions of fighters for the social renewal of 
the world. 

We therefore appeal to you, dear members of 
the Presidium, to do all in your power to as- 
sure the further growth of the solidarity move- 
ment in our country to make political and 


moral support for the national and social libe- 
ration struggle of the peoples even more ef- 
fective and produce still better material re- 
sults. 

We appeal to the working class in the GDR 
and all citizens of the German Democratic Re- 
public to continue their solidarity, for inter- 
national solidarity makes our country, the Ger- 


man Democratic Republic, stronger, too. Let 
us link the good results in socialist competition 
in preparation for the 30th anniversary of our 
socialist German Democratic Republic to new 
evidence of our internationalist attitude and 
of our active solidarity. 


Published by the Solidarity Committee of the GDR 


Joint communiqué on the visit paid by a delegation of the African 
National Congress of South Africa to the German Democratic Republic 


23 May 1978 


I 

At the invitation of the Central Committee of 
the Socialist Unity Party of Germany, a delega- 
tion of the African National Congress of 
South Africa headed by its President, Oliver 
Tambo, visited the German Democratic Repu- 
blic between 15 and 22 May 1978. 

The delegation was received by Erich Ho- 
necker, General Secretary of the Central Com- 
mittee of the SED and Chairman of the State 
Council of the GDR. During the discussions 
Oliver Tambo gave information on the strug- 
gle of the South African people against the 
system. of apartheid, colonialism and fascist 
rule practised by the racist minority regime in 
South Africa. Oliver Tambo in this connection 
pointed out that the apartheid policy of the 
Vorster regime, the most vicious form of na- 
tional oppression and exploitation, constitutes 
a permanent massive violation of human rights 
perpetrated against the majority of the pop- 
ulation in the Republic of South Africa. 

Oliver Tambo expressed his thanks for the 
all-round political support and large-scale 
material assistance which the SED and the 
people of the GDR are giving to the struggle 
of the South African people. 

Erich Honecker paid tribute to the progress 
achieved so far in the struggle of the people 
of South Africa under the leadership of the 
ANC, which has demanded so many sacrifices, 
and he assured his guest that the SED and 
the entire people of the GDR will at all times 
give active political, diplomatic and material 
assistance to the people of South Africa. 

The ANC delegation had talks with a delega- 


tion of the Central Committee of the SED 
headed by Hermann Axen, member of the 
Politbureau and Secretary of the Central 
Committee, with Alfred Neumann, member of 
the Politbureau of the Central Committee and 
Chairman of the GDR Government Com- 
mission for the International Anti-Apartheid 
Year, and with Kurt Seibt, Chairman of the 
Central Auditing Commission of the SED and 
President of the GDR Solidarity Committee. 
During the meetings which took place in a 
cordial and comradely atmosphere, the two 
sides exchanged views on topical international 
questions and reached complete mutual agree- 
ment. As a result of the discussions an agree- 
ment was signed on increased cooperation 
between the SED and the ANC for the years 
1978 and 1979. 


II 

In the course of the discussions the two sides 
agreed that the balance of forces inter- 
nationally is gradually changing in favour of 
the forces for peace, national independence, 
democracy and social progress. This develop- 
ment is the result of persistent efforts on the 
part of the socialist countries, the national 
liberation movement, the working class in the 
capitalist countries and all progressive forces, 
and their growing interaction and solidarity in 
the international arena. This positive basic 
trend in international affairs can be sustained 
despite the rising opposition offered by reac- 
tionary circles. 

Favourable conditions have thus been created 
for making progress on such vital questions 
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facing mankind as putting an end to the arms 
race, taking effective steps toward arms limita- 
tion and disarmament, and eliminating the 
remnants of colonialism and racism in the 
interest of the peoples. The SED and the ANC 
strongly condemn the US plans for the pro- 
duction of the neutron bomb and both sides 
are in favour of the programme of initiatives 
for effective arms limitation proposed by the 
Soviet Union. Both sides express the hope 
that the UN special session on disarmament 
will reach an agreement on practical steps 
toward achieving detente in the military 
sphere. 

The two sides paid tribute to the role played 
by the USSR and the socialist community in 
the strengthening of peace and security and 
to the importance of the peoples’ struggle for 
national and social liberation. They welcomed 
the important victories gained by the African 
peoples and their growing contribution to the 
world-wide revolutionary fight for peace and 
social progress. 

The SED and the ANC fully support the just 
struggle of the peoples of Zimbabwe and 
Namibia against imperialism, colonialism, 
racism and neo-colonialism, for freedom and 
national independence. 

The two sides welcome the revolutionary 
changes which have taken place in Ethiopia 
and support the just struggle of the Ethiopian 
people for national independence and terri- 
torial integrity. They condemn the machina- 
tions of imperialism and other reactionary 
forces whose aim is to undermine peace, 
security and social advance in the Horn of 
Africa. 

The two sides emphasized that the continued 
existence of the internationally condemned 
apartheid system, which is receiving massive 
aid from imperialist powers, is a dangerous 
threat to world peace and security, especially 
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of the independent African states. In this con- 
nection the two sides vehemently condemned 
the development of atomic weapons by the 
apartheid regime with considerable support 
from the FRG. 

They strongly denounced the recent barbarous 
aggression of South African troops against the 
People’s Republic of Angola, as a result of 
which a large number of peaceful inhabitants 
of Angola and refugees from Namibia, which 
is illegally occupied by the apartheid regime, 
were brutally killed. 

The SED and the ANC on the occasion of the 
International Anti-Apartheid Year emphatically 
demand an end to the continuing economic, 
military and political support given by the 
imperialist states to the reactionary regimes 
in South Africa and Rhodesia, and call for the 
strict implementation of sanctions previously 
adopted by the UN. In view of the stepped- 
up aggressiveness of the Vorster regime they 
called for new intensive measures to accelerate 
the liberation of mankind from the scourge of 
colonialism and racism. 

The two sides agreed on the usefulness of the 
visit of the ANC delegation in the GDR which 
has served to further consolidate the traditional 
cooperation and the bonds of solidarity in the 
joint pursuit of the anti-imperialist struggle. 
In this connection concrete steps have been laid 
down in the agreement. 

The President of the ANC, Oliver Tambo, 
thanked the Central Committee of the SED 
for the cordial reception the delegation had 
been given in the GDR and expressed the 
determination of the people of South Africa to 
overthrow reaction and build a progressive 
society in their country. 


Documentes of the Socialist Unity Party of Ger- 
many, Vol.17, 1978-1979, Dietz Verlag, Berlin 
1981, pp. 58-60 


From the third periodical report of the GDR on the implementation 
of the International Convention on the Elimination of All Forms 


of Racial Discrimination 


Ref.: Memorandum of UN Secretary-General G SO 237/2 (2) 


25 May 1978 


In its reports on the implementation of the 
International Convention on the Elimination 
of All Forms of Racial Discrimination, the 
German Democratic Republic has demonstrat- 
ed that racism and racial discrimination are in- 
consistent with the socialist order. The consti- 
tutional principle of the equality of all human 
beings, irrespective of nationality, race, ideo- 
logy or religion, and whatever their origin, so- 
cial standing or sex, is fully applied in practice. 
The socialist order in the German Democratic 
Republic and the country’s Constitution and 
laws guarantee scrupulous observance of the 
principles of the International Convention on 
the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Dis- 
crimination. 


1. During the period covered by the report, a 
new Labour Code was adopted, which entered 
into force on 1 January 1978. This new La- 
bour Code again makes it clear that the basic 
human right, the right to work, is not only 
guaranteed and legally established as a con- 
stitutional principle, but is given effect in 
everyday life. Since it concerns the fundamen- 
tal vital interests of workers, the Labour Code 
was the subject of extensive public debate and 
5.8 million workers took an active part in its 
preparation. Evidence of this is provided by 
the fact that there were 147,806 proposals, 
suggestions and questions, including 39,533 
direct proposals for changes or amendments. 
A great many of these proposals were taken 
into account in the final drafting of the La- 
bour Code approved at the ninth congress of 
the Confederation of Free German Trade 
Unions and adopted by the People’s Chamber 
of the German Democratic Republic. It con- 
tains the decisive basic rights which have the 
force of law, such as the right to work, the 
equality of women, the protection and advance- 
ment of young people, the workers’ right to 
Participation in management and in social 
development, the right to a wage correspond- 
ing to the quality and quantity of work done, 


the right to education, leisure and rest, to 
protection of health and working capacity, to 
participation in cultural life, to social assist- 
ance in old age and to material security in 
case of illness, accident and disablement. 

All these basic rights are guaranteed without 
distinction of ideology, religion or race. In this 
connexion, article 16 of the Labour Code pro- 
vides as follows: 

‘This Labour Code also applies to work con- 
tracts between: 

a) Citizens of the German Democratic Re- 
public and international organizations operating 
in the German Democratic Republic or enter- 
prises of other States operating in the GDR; 
b) Citizens of other States habitually resident 
in the German Democratic Republic and inter- 
national organizations operating in the Ger- 
man Democratic Republic; 

c) Citizens of other States and enterprises of 
the German Democratic Republic if their place 
of work is in the GDR. 

This does not apply where international 
treaties or the laws and regulations of the 
German Democratic Republic provide other- 
wise. 

The guarantee of these rights lies in the obli- 
gation of ministers, those in charge of the 
central organs of the State, the economic policy- 
making bodies and the directors of enterprises 
to ensure and to verify compliance with all the 
provisions of the Labour Code. They are per- 
sonally responsible for this. 

One essential guarantee of observance of these 
regulations consists in the rights of control by 
local popular representative bodies and their 
councils, and by the procurators-general and 
the trade unions. In order to obtain their 
rights, workers may receive assistance from 
social or public courts or the complaints com- 
missions of the social security service. Because 
these procedures are free and widely available, 
workers have the guaranteed possibility of re- 
course to these rights. 

Article 20, paragraph 1 of the Constitution in- 
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cludes the principle that every citizen of the 
German Democratic Republic has the same 
rights and duties, irrespective of nationality, 
race, philosophy or religious confession, social 
origin or position and that all citizens are 
equal before the law. This principle is also a 
feature of the Penal Code adopted on 7 April 
1977, particularly with reference to the guar- 
anteeing of the civil rights of citizens in the 
case of imposition of penalties involving de- 
privation of liberty. Article 3 of the Penal 
Code provides that: 

‘‘(1) In the enforcement of penalties involving 
deprivation of liberty, socialist legality must 
be strictly observed. 

(2) The socialist society is therefore guided in 
the penal system, as elsewhere, by justice and 
respect for human dignity and the human 
personality. 

(3) No detainee shall suffer any prejudice be- 
cause of his nationality or citizenship, his race, 
his sex, his ideology, his religion, his origin 
or his social position. 

(4) The rights of detainees within the penal 
system may be limited only in accordance with 
the law...”. 

The right of prisoners not nationals of the 
GDR to contact the competent diplomatic or 
consular mission of their State of origin or that 
of the State which defends their interests is 
guaranteed under paragraph 34, paragraph 3, 
of the Penal Code when this has been agreed, 
contractually or on a reciprocal basis. 

The Penal Code requires prison staff to treat 
prisoners justly, without discrimination and 
without regard to nationality, citizenship, 
race, ideology or religious faith, or social 
origin or position, and to respect human 
dignity. 

The Rehabilitation Act of 7 April 1977 is based 
on the concept that the rehabilitation of any 
citizen released from a penal institution, who 
is a national of the German Democratic Re- 
public, or who is a national of another State 


or a stateless person but is habitually resident 


in the GDR, is in the interest of society as 
a whole, and that the socialist society guaran- 
tees to him the possibility of exercising his 
civil rights, where these are not restricted by 
decision of the courts. 

Rehabilitation includes the finding of a job or 
an apprenticeship, housing, educational guid- 
ance for the citizens in question and follow-up 
in the process of rehabilitation. 
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2. The policy of strengthening peace and in- 
ternational security as practised by the socialist 
States is inseparably linked with the promotion 
of understanding between peoples, solidarity 
and action to overcome racial prejudice. This 
is also reflected in the activity of the mass 
media, in culture, teaching and education. 

In their news, reports, comments, statements 
and leading articles, the mass media of the 
GDR provide continuous information concern- 
ing the successes achieved and the problems 
encountered in the struggle against racism and 
racial discrimination, including discussion of 
these matters at the United Nations, and call 
for the strengthening of solidarity with peo- 
ples fighting against colonialism, racism and 
apartheid. 

A special series of radio programmes entitled 
‘Racism in the stock” is currently being broad- 
cast. It provides monthly reports on progress 
achieved in the liberation struggle of op- 
pressed peoples and on crimes committed by 
racist régimes in southern Africa. In addition 
to reports on current events, the television 
service has shown documentary films made by 
the GDR which have also been made available 
to the national liberation movements and the 
United Nations. These include films on Nami- 
bia and Zimbabwe entitled ‘‘Who’s afraid of 
the black man”, “I won’t cry if they catch me” 
and ‘All you need is freedom”. 

The press, radio and television of the GDR 
provide-regular reports on progress in achiev- 
ing the targets of the programme of the Decade 
for Action to’ Combat Racism and Racial 
Discrimination, the meetings of the United 
Nations Special Committee Against Apartheid, 
the Special Committee of 24, and other activ- 
ities under the programme for the Decade, 
such as seminars and international conferences. 
The publication of important documents such 
as resolutions of the Security Council and the 
General Assembly of the United Nations, docu- 
ments such as those of the International Con- 
ference in Support of the Peoples of Zimbabwe 
and Namibia (Maputo, 16 to 21 May 1977) or 
the World Conference for Action Against 
Apartheid (Lagos, 22 to 26 August 1977) are 
also covered. 

The attitude of solidarity of all sectors of the 
population of the GDR is also expressed in the 
work of artists and cultural workers. For 
example, in December 1976 the Committee of 
Solidarity and the Federation of Plastic Arts of 


the GDR held a poster exhibition on the sub- 
ject of ‘‘Commitment—Solidarity”’. Another ex- 
hibition of works of art entitled ‘“Artists show 
their solidarity with the struggle of the peo- 
ples against racism and racial discrimination” 
will open on 27 April 1978 in Berlin, capital of 
the GDR. 

In June 1976 a scientific conference with inter- 
national participation on “The imperialist na- 
ture of racism in southern Africa’ was held at 
the Humboldt University, Berlin. The aim of 
the conference was to reveal the roots of 
racism in southern Africa, to analyse the 
present situation in South Africa and to discuss 
methods to be used by science and scientists 
to help in eliminating all forms of racial dis- 
crimination. 

A collection of documents entitled ‘‘Against 
racism, apartheid and colonialism” was pub- 
lished in March 1978. It shows in striking 
manner how the firm policy of the GDR is 
supporting the struggle of peoples for national 
and social liberation. 

In the GDR, the education of the younger 
generation in the spirit of friendship among 
peoples, international solidarity and opposition 
to racism and racial discrimination is a basic 
principle of all teaching and education and is 
encouraged by all social forces and institutions 
of the State. 

The school, the home, children’s and young 
people’s political organizations, children’s 
books, radio and television all inculcate in the 
children and the young people of the GDR an 
awareness that peace, friendship among peo- 
ples and international solidarity are prerequisi- 
tes for social progress in our country and 
throughout the world. Through the socialist 
system of teaching, children and adolescents 
learn from childhood how to become adults 
working actively for socialism and for a society 
without racism or racial discrimination. This 
fundamental task of teaching and education 
influences all the laws and regulations dealing 
with the question of teaching and the develop- 
ment and advancement of young people in the 
GDR. These lofty humanist objectives are 
transformed by the thoughts, conduct and 
activities of the younger generation into a 
living reality through the work of teachers and 
all the forces that take part in the education of 
young people. 


3. In accordance with its basic policy of pro- 
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moting peace and social progress throughout 
the world, the GDR is firmly on the side of 
peoples struggling for their national and social 
liberation. It grants them many kinds of polit- 
ical, moral and practical assistance. This is 
provided not only within the framework of 
intergovernmental agreements but also through 
major demonstrations of solidarity by all 
sectors of the people of the GDR. These sol- 
idarity campaigns, the scale of which is steadily 
increasing, have made it possible for the 
Solidarity Committee of the GDR to lend even 
more effective support to the organizations 
for the liberation of the peoples of southern 
Africa, Namibia and Zimbabwe in their strug- 
gle against racism and colonialism, for free- 
dom, independence, self-determination and 
social progress. Large shipments of urgently- 
needed goods such as medicines, technical 
medical equipment, textiles, shoes, food pro- 
ducts and clothing to a value of 40 million 
marks were sent in 1977 alone to the freedom 
organizations in southern Africa. The acts of 
solidarity of the citizens of the GDR also con- 
tribute to the provision of medical care for 
the freedom fighters, training and advanced 
courses for students and technicians, and to 
the production of documentation and informa- 
tion material. 

The GDR, which has friendly relations with 
the liberation organizations, supports the le- 
gitimate struggle which the peoples of south- 
ern Africa are waging to secure their right to 
self-determination and independence... 

The solidarity of the GDR with the struggle 
for national and social liberation being waged 
by the peoples of southern Africa is reflected 
in the country’s action at the United Nations 
and at international conferences such as the 
International Conference in Support of the 
Peoples of Zimbabwe and Namibia and the 
World Conference for Action against Apart- 
heid. The GDR supports the legitimate de- 
mands for the unconditional ending of apart- 
heid in South Africa, the immediate with- 
drawal from Namibia of the illegal occupant, 
South Africa, and the transfer of power to the 
people of Zimbabwe. 

It is working actively for strict compliance 
with all the decisions and resolutions adopted 
by the Security Council and the General As- 
sembly of the United Nations against colo- 
nialism, racism and apartheid, and, in partic- 
ular, for strict observation of the sanctions 


161 


decreed against South Africa in Southern 
Rhodesia. 

The decision of the General Assembly at its 
thirty-second session to hold an International 
Anti-Apartheid Year has given rise to numer- 
ous activities in the GDR. The Government 
has drawn up a programme of national 
measures, and a governmental committee 
under the chairmanship of the First Deputy 
Chairman of the Council of Ministers, Alfred 
Neumann, has been set up. This committee, 
composed of high officials of the central in- 
stitutions of the State and persons in charge 
of social organizations, has the task of co- 
ordinating the gestures of solidarity under- 
taken by broad sectors of the population and 
thus making a contribution to the aims of the 
International Year. International Anti-Apart- 
heid Year should help to isolate the racist 
régime in South Africa even more effectively 
and to ensure that the inalienable rights of 


the South African people are finally realized. 
As the General Secretary of the Socialist Unity 
Party of Germany and Chairman of the Coun- 
cil of State of the GDR re-affirmed on 21 
March 1978 in his message on the occasion of 
International Anti-Apartheid Year, the German 
Democratic Republic will do all that is in its 
power to help in putting an end to the in- 
humane policy of apartheid. In this it is work- 
ing side by side with the socialist countries 
and all other progressive forces throughout 
the world. 

The sacred right of peoples to defend them- 
selves against agression, to ensure their own 
destiny and to struggle by all means for their 
national and social liberation must not be pre- 
judiced, and colonialist and racist barbarity 
must be finally annihilated. 


Archives of the Ministry of Foreign Attairs 
of the GDR 


Message of greetings sent by the General Secretary of the Central 
Committee of the Socialist Unity Party of Germany and Chairman 

of the Council of State of the GDR, Erich Honecker, to the heads of state 
and government of the OAU member states, to mark the 

15th anniversary of the founding of the OAU 


25 May 1978* 


On the occasion of the 15th anniversary of 
the founding of the Organization of African 
Unity I would like to convey cordial greetings 
and best wishes to you, your government and 
your people. 

The African states and peoples united in the 
OAU and supported by all progressive and 
anti-imperialist forces in the world, have 
achieved historic successes in the struggle for 
freedom, independence and social progress. 
Their contribution to the maintenance and 
strengthening of international peace and 
security for the peoples has been increasing 
from year to year. Their voice is becoming 
more and more important in the efforts to 
eliminate sources of conflict and to beat back 
imperialist aggression. Increasing attempts by 
imperialist circles at interfering in the internal 
affairs of independent African states, hindering 
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them in choosing freely their own path of 
development, and bringing to power neo- 
colonialist regimes in the south of the con- 
tinent require imperatively that the Unity of 
Africa be strengthened on an anti-imperialist 
basis. 

May I assure you once again that the German 
Democratic Republic, pursuing the decisions 
of the 9th Congress of the Socialist Unity Party 
of Germany, will always remain a faithful 
friend and reliable ally of the African states 
and peoples in their struggle for overcoming 
the colonial heritage and creating a new society 
committed to human dignity. The German 
Democratic Republic is prepared to strengthen 
and extend its relations with all OAU member 
states in the spirit of sincere friendship and 
mutual confidence to each other’s benefit. 
Our active solidarity goes out to all peoples 


fighting for their freedom and independence 
against imperialism, neo-colonialism and rac- 
ism, especially to the liberation movements 
of Namibia, Zimbabwe and South Africa. 

Permit me, your Excellency, to express my 


sincere appreciation and my very best wishes 
for the successful development of your country 
and for your personal well-being. 


Neues Deutschland, 25 May 1978 


Statement of the Solidarity Committee of the GDR and the GDR 
Committee for the UN Decade of Action to Combat Racism and Racial 
Discrimination to mark the International Day of Solidarity with the 


Fighting People of South Africa 


16 June 1978 


On the occasion of the “International Day of 
Solidarity with the Fighting People of South 
Africa’, of the anniversary of the uprising in 
Soweto we send our greetings of friendship and 
fraternal alliance to the people of South Africa 
who, under the leadership of their experienced 
vanguard—the African National Congress—is 
waging a staunch and sacrificing struggle 
against apartheid and racial discrimination, for 
peace, national and social self-determination. 
The struggle of the South African patriots 
against the Vorster regime which is becoming 
more and more a mass struggle, enjoys the 
full support of the GDR people who, according 
to the principles of proletarian international- 
ism, stands unreserved at the side of those 
peoples fighting against imperialism, colonial- 
ism and .racism. 

On the occasion of this day we express once 
more our strong protest against the excalation 
of terror instigated by the Vorster regime, our 
protest against racial oppression and exploita- 
tion of the South African people used by the 
regime as means of maintaining the racist rule 
which has become instable because of the 
growing resistance of the people and the 
growing pressure of international public. We 
resolutely condemn all the actions, committed 
in contrast to many UN-resolutions, which 
are the continuation of the illegal occupation 
of Namibia and the colonial and racial oppres- 
sion of the Namibian people by the Pretoria 
regime, and the all-round support of Smith’s 
racist regime which is denying the people of 
Zimbabwe the right to freedom, independence, 
self-determination by means of terror and 
force. 
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We resolutely condemn the current aggression 
of the South African racist regime against the 
People’s Republic of Angola. This is a new 
proof of the great danger on the part of the 
apartheid regime of Vorster for the independ- 
ence of African states and for peace and inter- 
national security. This is a danger which is 
getting greater because of the South African 
efforts to possess their own nuclear weapons, 
efforts which are supported by the imperialist 
states, especially by the FRG. And this is a 
danger in the face of which the world public 
must not remain inactive. 

Therefore we demand in conformity with the 
aims of the International Anti-Apartheid-Year 
and the resolutions of the XXXII General 
Assembly of the United Nations the follow- 
ing: 


— an unconditional end to apartheid in South 
Africa 

— an immediate end to the racist terror regime 
in the RSA 

— freedom for all fighters against the apartheid 
regime 

— an immediate and unconditional withdrawal 
of the RSA from Namibia 

—a strict implementation of all resolutions 
and decisions of the United Nations con- 
cerning South Africa, especially an im- 
mediate end to political, economic, mili- 
tary and, above all, to the nuclear coopera- 
tion between imperialist states, transnational 
monopolies and South Africa 

— a consequent implementation of the arms 
embargo imposed on South Africa and the 
extension of economic sanctions. 
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We affirm our anti-imperialist solidarity to- 
wards the South African patriots and wish 
them new successes in their just fight. Simul- 
taneously we reassure that also in the future 
they can count in their fight on the active 


political and material support on the part of 
the GDR people. 


GDR Solidarity Committee Archives 


From the joint statement on the strengthening of friendship and the 
deepening of cooperation between the German Democratic Republic 
and the Socialist People’s Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, issued on the occasion 
of the visit to the GDR of Muammar el Qadhafi, General Secretary 

of the General People’s Congress of the Socialist People’s 


Libyan Arab Jamahiriya 


28 June 1978 


The German Democratic Republic and the 
Socialist People’s Libyan Arab Jamahiriya 
reaffirm their aid and support for the re- 
volutionary forces and liberation movements of 
Africa which are fighting for freedom and 
independence, and express their solidarity with 
the struggle of the peoples of Zimbabwe and 
Namibia as well as the African people of South 
Africa. 

They support the right of these peoples to fight 
for the liquidation of the racist regimes and 
for their complete liberation with all means at 
their disposal. In this connection, they welcome 
the decision of the United Nations World 
Conference to proclaim 1978 as the Inter- 
national Anti-Apartheid Year. Both sides con- 
demn the secret collaboration between the 
racist regimes in Israel and in the south of 
Africa which is directed against the liberation 
struggle of the Arab and African peoples, and 
demand that nuclear arms should not be 
tolerated in the hands of aggressive racist 
regimes, that effective measures should be 
taken for the complete international isolation 
of the Vorster regime and that an arms em- 
bargo should be put on the racist regimes in 
southern Africa. 

It is with concern that they are following the 
fierce neo-colonialist attacks in some African 
regions designed to divert the peoples’ atten- 
tion from the liberation struggle, above all in 
the south of the continent. They oppose all 
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interference in the internal affairs of Africa 
by the forces of imperialism who want to 
lend an international dimension to African 
problems and conflicts, hoping that colonialism 
might regain its former positions. 

Both sides demand that an end be put to this 
imperialist interference and that the Africans 
should have the chance of solving their pro- 
blems without foreign interference. 

They strongly condemn the intensified efforts 
of the imperialist powers, the transnational 
monopolies and their financial organizations 
to put the African states and peoples in neo- 
colonialist chains. They decisively resist all 
attempts of imperialist powers to solve their 
economic problems by exploiting the resources 
of the African peoples. Both sides advocate, 
in line with the principles of the United Na- 
tions Charter, the liquidation of the remnants 
of colonialism and the granting of the peoples’ 
right to self-determination. 

They declare that they will consistently strive 
for the transformation of international eco- 
nomic relations on a democratic basis and for 
the elimination of discrimination, dictate and 
inequality, stressing the necessity to extend 
the process of eliminating colonialism to the 
economic sphere as well, to break the yoke 
of the imperialist transnational monopolies and 
call a halt to the exploitation of natural and 
human resources of the developing countries 
by the capitalist countries. In accordance with 
the Charter of Economic Rights and Duties of 


States adopted at the XXIX session of the UN 
General Assembly the German Democratic 
Republic and the Socialist People’s Libyan 
Arab Jamahiriya are committed to the trans- 
formation of economic relations on the basis 
of strict respect for equality, mutual advantage 
and non-interference in internal affairs. 

The German Democratic Republic expresses its 
esteem for the positive part played by the 


non-aligned movement in the struggle against 
imperialism and colonialism. It has effectively 
contributed to the consolidation of interna- 
tional security and the evolution of favour- 
able conditions for humanity as a whole. 


Documents of the Socialist Unity Party of Ger- 
many, Vol. 17, 1978-79, Dietz Verlag, Berlin 1981, 
pp. 74-75. 


Reply by the GDR government to a memorandum of the 
UN Secretary-General PO 230 SOAF (2-2-5) of 18 May 1978 
concerning the policy of apartheid pursued by the government 


of South Africa 


25 July 1978 


As a socialist state the German Democratic 
Republic has always had a clear attitude to- 
wards the problems of struggle for the elimina- 
tion of the remnants of colonialism, racism and 
apartheid. The country stands firmly at the 
side of the African states and peoples striving 


for their national and social liberation and 


defending themselves against imperialist ag- 
gression. The German Democratic Republic ex- 
tends its assistance by way of solidarity to the 
peoples in southern Africa and their national 
liberation organizations in their just struggle 
against colonial and racist oppression and ex- 
ploitation and against imperialist manoeuvres 
of a neo-colonialist character. 

In his: letter to the UN Secretary-General of 
13 December 1977 (Doc. S/12487 of 14 De- 
cember 1977) the Minister of Foreign Affairs 
of the GDR reaffirmed that the German Demo- 
cratic Republic will strictly abide by the 
stipulations of Resolution 418 of the UN Secu- 
rity Council. The German Democratic Republic 
maintains no relations of a political, economic, 
military or any other nature with the apartheid 
regime in the Republic of South Africa and 
there are no licence or other contractual 


agreements regulating the production or repair 
of weapons, ammunition, military equipment 
or vehicles. 

The terrorist and aggressive policy of the 
apartheid regime is a gross violation of human 
rights and a permanent threat to peace and 
international security. The most recent South 
African aggression against the People’s Re- 
public of Angola underlines the urgency of 
further sanctions according to Chapter VII of 
the UN Charter. Resolute steps to end all 
cooperation with the racists are of particular 
importance during International Anti-Apart- 
heid Year. For this reason the GDR supports 
the just demands of the peace-loving peoples 
and states to strictly implement the arms 
boycott, to supplement it with economic sanc- 
tions, to stop South Africa from obtaining 
nuclear weapons once and for all. The GDR 
is prepared to closely cooperate with the 
security Council Committee Established by 
Resolution 421 (1977) Concerning the Question 
of South Africa. 


Archives of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
of the GDR 
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Message of greeting sent by the General Secretary of the Central 
Committee of the Socialist Unity Party of Germany and Chairman 
of the Council of State of the GDR, Erich Honecker, to the World 
Conference of Action against Racism and Racial Discrimination 


held in Geneva 


14 August 1978 


On behalf of the people and the Government 
of the German Democratic Republic I convey 
cordial greetings to the World Conference to 
Combat Racism and Racial Discrimination. I 
avail myself of this opportunity to assure all 
peoples fighting against colonialism, racism, 
apartheid and neo-colonialism once again of 
our country’s active solidarity. 

The German Democratic Republic firmly sides 
with the peoples in southern Africa fighting 
for their inalienable rights under the leader- 
ship of their sole legitimate liberation organi- 
zations, the African National Congress of South 
Africa, the South West Africa People’s Organi- 
zation of Namibia and the Patriotic Front of 
Zimbabwe. The German Democratic Republic 
is closely linked with the Arab people of 
Palestine who, under the leadership of the 
PLO, are resolutely resisting the continuing 
imperialist aggression. We extend our pro- 
found sympathy and support to all forces who 
struggle against imperialist oppression and 
racist discrimination and who have taken up 
the cause of equality for all people irrespective 
of their origin and race. 

The World Conference is called upon to pre- 
pare a balance-sheet of the Decade for Action 
to Combat Racism and Racial Discrimination 
and to give the peoples’ struggle for their 
national, political and economic self-determina- 
tion fresh impetus in the International Anti- 
Apartheid Year by way of concrete actions. 
Guidelines are provided by the progressive 
world public which demands that the racists 
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be isolated world-wide, that economic sanc- 
tions be applied against the South-African 
apartheid régime and that it be barred access 
to nuclear weapons once and for all. 

The elimination of all forms of racial dis- 
crimination is of vital importance for peace, 
détente, the implementation of human rights 
and for social progress. The independence and 
freedom of the African peoples cannot be 
ensured unless racism and apartheid are totally 
eliminated in the south of Africa. 

Full of disgust the German Democratic Repub- 
lic condemns the brutality and aggressiveness 
with which the racist minority régimes resist 
historically necessary social changes. We are 
resolutely opposed to the support given by 
imperialist quarters which pose as guardians 
of human rights and try to re-impose their 
dictate on the peoples of Africa. 

The German Democratic Republic will con- 
tinue to do all it can to help attain the ob- 
jectives of the Decade for Action, i.e. the final 
elimination of all forms of racist oppression 
and exploitation. The knowledge of the historic 
successes scored by the national and social 
liberation movement, the trust which we place 
in the ever-growing strength of international 
solidarity make us confident of new, decisive 
victories in the fight against colonialism, 
racism and apartheid. It is in this sense that 
I wish the Conference all success. 


Archives of the Ministry of Foreign Aftairs 
of the GDR 


Joint statement issued by the Solidarity Committee of the GDR, 

the Peace Council of the GDR and the GDR Committee for the 

UN Decade of Action to Combat Racism and Racial Discrimination, 
to mark the Day of Solidarity with the People of Namibia 


26-27 August 1978* 


On the occasion of the Day of Solidarity with 
the People of Namibia the Solidarity Commit- 
tee of the GDR, the Peace Council of the GDR 
and the GDR Committee for the Decade for 
Action to Combat Racism and Racial Dis- 
crimination extend fraternal greetings of 
solidarity to the people of Namibia and its 
legitimate representative, the South West 
Africa People’s Organization of Namibia 
(SWAPO). 

The courageous struggle waged by the Nami- 
bian people under the leadership of SWAPO 
to gain acceptance of its right to self-determi- 
nation, to achieve national independence and 
realize social progress meets with the full 
support of the people of the German De- 
mocratic Republic who, faithful to the prin- 
ciples of proletarian internationalism, stands 
unreservedly by the side of the peoples fighting 
against imperialism, colonialism and racism. 
We strongly condemn the barbarous repres- 
sion and exploitation of the Namibian people 
by the South African racist régime. With 
loathing we recall the horrible incident in 
which South African killing commandos mas- 
sacred innocent refugees from Namibia who 
had found refuge near Kassinga in the Peo- 
ple’s Republic of Angola. That attack revealed 
once again the extent of cynicism with wich the 
South African régime of apartheid tramples 
upon the sovereignty of independent neigh- 
bouring States. We accuse those corporations 
and NATO countries which, on account of 
their collaboration with the Vorster régime, 
are accomplices in the colonial and racist op- 
pression of the Namibian people, who has been 
exposed to immense afflictions. They also share 
responsibility for the maintenance by the South 
African racist régime of its illegal occupation 
of Namibia to this day. Because of their profit 


and power interests those corporations and 
countries want not at any price relinquish their 
continued exploitation of the resources of that 
country and its people and give up that base of 
intervention against the peace-loving States 
and peoples in southern Africa. 

The growing successes gained by the Namibian 
people under the leadership of its legitimate 
political representative, SWAPO, have made 
the final liquidation of the illegal racist régime 
of occupation and national independence and 
freedom for the people of Namibia the order 
of the day. 

In concert with all peace-loving and democratic 
forces throughout the world and in accordance 
with the declared will of the majority of 
United Nations Member States, we demand the 
immediate and unconditional withdrawal of 
South Africa’s occupation troops from Nami- 
bia, the dissolution of the organs of power 
installed by the racist régime in Namibia, 
and the recognition of the territorial inte- 
grity and political unity of Namibia. We con- 
demn all imperialist designs to divide the ter- 
ritory of Walvis Bay from Namibia and to 
misuse it as a base of aggression against an 
independent Namibia and against other inde- 
pendent African States. 

On this day we reiterate our assurance that 
SWAPO, the leading force and rightful re- 
presentative of the Namibian people, can also 
in the future definitely count on our unreserved 
solidarity in the present decisive stage of the 
struggle for liberation. 

Historical experience warrants to foresee that 
the just struggle of the Namibian people for 
independence and freedom will unfailingly 
lead to victory. 


GDR Solidarity Committee Archives 
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Speech delivered to the Anti-Apartheid Committee of the United Nations 
by Ambassador Peter Florin, Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs and 
Permanent Representative of the GDR at the United Nations, on the 


occasion of the death of Steve Biko 


12 September 1978 


The UN Anti-Apartheid Committee today com- 
memorates the first anniversary of the day 
when Steve Biko died after long tortures by 
hangmen of the South African racist regime. 
For the peoples in the socialist countries this 
day is not only a moment of paying tribute to 
Steve Biko and the innumerable other victims 
of the apartheid regime. On this day we once 
more accuse the racists in southern Africa 
of crimes against humanity and demand with 
emphasis that an end be put to these inhuman 
activities. 

Our charge is also directed against those 
NATO states and monopolies which continue 
political, economic and military cooperation 
with South Africa despite world-wide con- 
demnation. It is particularly this which makes 
possible the continuation of the apartheid pol- 
icy in southern Africa, as yet unpunished. This 
policy is characterized by many acts of ter- 
rorism, persecution, imprisonment, torture and 
killing of thousands of upright fighters for 
freedom and independence. One fact is clear: 
the fascist regime in South Africa is waging a 
dreadful war against the people. 

We share the justified doubts expressed by 
the representatives of many countries when 
the illusion is fed and published in connection 
with so-called ‘peaceful solutions’ that the 
character of the racist regime might be 
changed through non-violent and peaceful in- 
fluence. The oppressed peoples in Africa have 
always tried to change their humiliating situa- 
tion by peaceful means. With full justification 
the fighters for freedom and independence, 
organized by the liberation movements, also 
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turned to other forms of struggle. They have 
thus taken up arms in order once and for 
all to put an end to apartheid and racial dis- 
crimination, shameless exploitation and brutal 
oppression. 

Those who are honestly interested in ending 
further bloodshed should do everything for a 
rapid victory of the oppressed majority and 
stop all cooperation with the racists. This 
would also be in line with the spirit and letter 
of all resolutions adopted by the UN with 
overwhelming majorities. 

To fulfil the legacy of all murdered fighters 
against colonial and racist barbarism, among 
them Steve Biko, for us means fighting un- 
compromisingly against all forms of racism 
wherever and in whatever form they may 
appear. 

We feel closely allied with all fighters against 
colonialism and apartheid. Our unswerving 
solidarity goes out to all fighters serving the 
cause of freedom for their peoples and who 
are tortured in the jails of reactionary imperial- 
ist regimes. Many activities organized by the 
socialist countries in the International Anti- 
Apartheid Year are clear evidence of this. 
Knowing that the just struggle conducted by 
the peoples in southern Africa under the 
leadership of the national liberation move- 
ments will be a victorious one, we are even 
more convinced that the legacy of Steve Biko 
and all other patriots who gave their lives in 
the struggle for freedom will be fulfilled. 


Foreign Affairs Bulletin, No. 39, 6 October 1978 


From the speech delivered by Kurt Seibt, Chairman of the Central 
Auditing Commission of the Socialist Unity Party of Germany and 
President of the Solidarity Committee of the GDR, to the United 


Nations Anti-Apartheid Committee 


13 September 1978 


First of all accept my cordial thanks for the 
opportunity you have offered the Solidarity 
Committee of the GDR to report today before 
your Committee on the solidarity movement 
of my country. 

We highly commend the great and untiring 
efforts of your Committee for the just cause 
of the peoples in Southern Africa. This is a 
reason why we have come to New York with 
the certitude that the deliberations here will 
contribute towards strengthening our co-op- 
eration in the struggle against racism and 
apartheid. 

Let me start my report on the activities of 
the GDR Solidarity Committee with a short 
reference to a fact: 

Last year school children who are organiz- 
ed in the Ernst Thaelmann Pioneers’ Organ- 
ization, the children’s organization of the 
GDR, raised some 3 million marks for soli- 
darity donations from sales of self-made solli- 
darity symbols and the collection and sale of 
recycable household waste. 

That action of children reflects the official 
policy of the German Democratic Republic 
and manifests the fundamental commitment of 
all its citizens to solidarity. 

As you may know, the Constitution of the 
GDR and the keynote documents of the So- 
cialist Unity Party of Germany-the leading 
party in the State—stipulate that support for 
the States and peoples fighting against impe- 
rialism and its colonial regime and for na- 
tional freedom and independence, is a basic 
foreign policy principle. 

It is a logical consequence that the GDR, in 
fulfilling its internationalist duty and the obli- 
gations of its membership in the United Na- 
tions, should firmly side and display solidarity 
with the struggle of peoples for national and 
social freedom. And that has been so since its 
founding 29 years ago. Our country regards 
this struggle as a constituent part of the 
worldwide efforts to ensure peace, justice 
and social progress. 


The Solidarity Committee of the GDR has an 
important role to play in carrying out a va- 
riety of solidarity measures. The Solidarity 
Committee fosters the traditions of the 
German working class, the anti-fascists, and 
the opponents of racism and colonialism. 
Therefore, our Committee is led by, and its 
Presidium composed of, proven fighters 
against fascism and reaction. 

Our Committee coordinates action under- 
taken by the social organizations, public 
institutions, and the people of the GDR to 
extend solidarity assistance to the peoples 
fighting against imperialism, colonialism, rac- 
ism and apartheid. The Committee directs the 
activities of the country’s social organizations 
towards the priority tasks of international sol- 
idarity. The membership of the Presidium of 
the Solidarity Committee comprises all walks 
of life. 

In addition, the Committee conducts impor- 
tant and extensive international relations. It 
represents the GDR vis-a-vis national and in- 
ternational solidarity organizations and main- 
tains contacts with committees in Africa, Asia, 
Latin America and Europe. 

I wish to recall that our Committee was ad- 
mitted, as an associate member, to the Organi- 
zation for Afro-Asian Peoples’ Solidarity in 
1974, obviously in recognition and apprecia- 
tion of its long-standing and effective anti-im- 
perialist solidarity. This membership has en- 
tailed even greater responsibility and greater 
political activity, indeed intensified efforts, in 
order to support the growing united front of 
the national liberation movements as much 
and as effectively as our possibilities permit. 
Just as we have assisted the brave Viet- 
namese people, as we had sided and display- 
ed solidarity with the Cilean and other Latin 
American patriots, as we have supported the 
Palestine Liberation Organization, PLO, and 
the pariotic forces in the Middle East, and 
continue to do so, our solidarity and help goes 
out to the peoples in southern Africa waging 
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a struggle against racism, apartheid and 
colonialism. 

It has become clear to the whole world that 
time is ripe to finish once and for all with the 
remnants of colonialism, racism, apartheid 
and all neo-colonialist designs. The decisions 
adopted by the United Nations show the right 
way to this aim. Essential is the unrestricted 
implementation of the Declaration on the 
Granting of Independence to Colonial Coun- 
tries and Peoples of 1960. 

We hold that the struggle against the apart- 
heid regime in South Africa, that centre of 
colonialism and racism in Southern Africa, 
must be stepped up and continued. 

This struggle is inseparably linked with the 
struggle for the independence of Namibia 
and Zimbabwe. 

It is important to rebuff all attempts of impe- 
rialism to keep the racist regimes alive and 
to enforce neo-colonialist solutions for Nami- 
bia and Zimbabwe. On the order of the day 
is a genuine implementation of the right of the 
two peoples to self-determination and inde- 
pendence. Power has to be transferred to 
their legitimate representatives, SWAPO of 
Namibia and the Patriotic Front of Zim- 
babwe. 

As we can see, the peoples in southern Africa 
have become conscious of their growing 
strength. They are about to cross the thres- 
hold to freedom and a life which is worthy of 
human beings. It is this process that the racist 
regimes, with the support of NATO countries 
which were condemned by their names in UN 
resolutions, are trying to halt by all means. 
Murder, terror and aggression against inde- 
pendent States and peoples mark their blood- 
stained campaign. They want to maintain that 
imperialist bastion of colonial and racist ex- 
ploitation and halt progressive developments 
in Africa at any price. However—and this 
has again been demonstrated by the UN 
World Conference to Combat Racism and 
Racial Discrimination in Geneva—the inter- 
national front against the racists and their 
backers is becoming stronger and stronger. 
We in the German Democratic Republic will 
do everything in our power to help imple- 
ment the declaration and programme of action 
adopted in Geneva. 

I state, Mr Chairman, that to the ruling work- 
ing class in the GDR the ideal of solidarity 
with nationally and socially oppressed and 
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persecuted people has ever been and will 
remain a motto of the struggle it has been 
waging for decades. And.-it is in keeping with 
that tradition that the people of the German 
Democratic Republic are opposing and will 
oppose all imperialist, colonialist, neo-colo- 
nialist and racist policies of oppression and 
discrimination and the policy of apartheid, 
and that they are extending and will extent 
political, moral, diplomatic and material sup- 
port wherever these evils are fought against. 
For this very reason, the GDR welcomes the 
International Anti-Apartheid Year 1978 and 
supports its objectives at the State and public 
level. In order to encourage and to coordi- 
nate the multitude of national activities, the 
GDR Council of Ministers has appointed a 
government commission under the chairman- 
ship of Herr Alfred Neumann, First Deputy 
Chairman of the Council of Ministers, of 
which I am a member in my capacity as Pre- 
sident of the Solidarity Committee. 

That initiative of our Government, and the 
co-operation of all State institutions and 
social forces in the commission have been 
instrumental in informing the people of our 
country about the objectives of the Interna- 
tional Anti-Apartheid Year and in mobilizing 
their whole-hearted support for the purpose 
of the Year: to eliminate racism and apart- 
heid. 

A large programme of national measures has 
been launched. Meetings, colloquies and oth- 
er events were held in the GDR on 16 June 
to mark the international Day of Solidarity 
with the struggling people of South Africa. 
At meetings and rallies on 11 October, the 
Day of Solidarity with political prisoners in 
South Africa, people in the GDR will urge 
the release of those prisoners and manifest 
their genuine sympathy for the liberation 
struggle. 

“Apartheid—mass violation of human rights’’— 
that will be the theme of a scientific sympo- 
sium to be held at the Karl Marx University 
of Leipzig on 15 and 16 November 1978. 

We have planned to issue manifold publica- 
tions to expose the policy of the regime of 
apartheid and its backers. A film entitled 
“Against racism—for anti-imperialist solidar- 
ity” describing the principled policy of the 
GDR will be screened abroad. It will be my 
pleasure to hand you a copy of that film after 
my statement. 


Days of solidarity were a feature of the stu- 
dents’ summer work and recreation program- 
mes in 1978 and of the International Docu- 
mentary and Short Film Week in Leipzig. 
And the Ernst Thaelmann Pioneers’ Organiza- 
tion has launched a contest called ‘Children 
paint for African friends”. These are just a 
few of the national measures in our pro- 
gramme for the International Anti-Apartheid 
Year. 

I wish to note also that already before its 
admission to the world organization, the GDR 
without reservation supported the resolutions 
of the General Assembly and of the Security 
Council against the South African and South- 
ern Rhodesian racist regimes, in fact against 
apartheid, and that it strictly observed the 
pertinent boycott decisions. 

The GDR neither has relations with the racist 
regimes in South Africa and Southern Rhode- 
sia nor has it ever maintained a representa- 
tion in Namibia which is illegally occupied by 
South Africa. 

On the contrary, the GDR has for years been 
entertaining friendly relations with the lib- 
eration organization in Zimbabwe, South 
Africa and Namibia and extended to them 
political, moral and material aid... 

In their talks with Herr Erich Honecker, Ge- 
neral Secretary of the Central Committee of 
the Socialist Unity Party of Germany and 
Chairman of the Council of State of the Ger- 
man Democratic Republic, these leaders of 
national liberation organizations expressed 
their great appreciation of and gratitude for 
the anti-imperialist solidarity displayed by 
the GDR. Further steps were agreed on these 
occasions which serve the common struggle 
against imperialism and continued co-opera- 
tion and solidarity. 


Thus, the peoples of southern Africa fight- 
ing for their freedom will be represented in 
the German Democratic Republic, just as the 
Palestinian people has been represented for 
some time through a PLO office. 

Permit me, Mr Chairman, to recall also that 
the UN Special Committee on Apartheid -de- 
cided to hold a special’ session in Berlin in 
May 1974. The people of our country have 
taken this as evidence of the world organiza- 
tion’s appreciation of their spirit of solidarity 
and humanistic thinking and of the consistent 
stand the German Democratic Republic has 


taken against the policy of colonial and racist 
oppression. 

Right after the Special Committee’s session 
in Berlin, which was a great honour to the 
GDR, the GDR Committee for the Decade for 
Action to Combat Racism and Racial Discrimi- 
nation was established in June 1974. This 
Committee, comprising government officials, 
personalities of political parties and mass or- 
ganizations as well as members of religious 
communities, is a cross-section representative 
body of the country’s public. 

As I have mentioned earlier, the solidarity 
movement in the GDR has become a genuine 
popular movement which is continuously ex- 
panding and strengthening, thus enabling our 
Committee to extend ever broader political, 
moral and material support to the peoples 
struggling for a life worthy of human 
beings. 

The sizable donations made by our citizens 
last year enabled us to dispatch 16,000 tons 
of solidarity goods with a value of over 200 
million marks to Asia, Africa and the Middle 
East aboard 36 vessels of the GDR shipping 
company and 34 planes chartered from Inter- 
flug, the GDR airlines. 

By July this year, solidarity shipments 
amounted to some 75 million marks, above all 
provisions, tonics, vitamins, baby food, medi- 
cines, blankets, clothing, tents, educational, 
material and sports articles. 

A greater portion of the solidarity shipments 
goes to the ANC of South Africa, to SWAPO 
of Namibia, to the Patriotic Front of Zim- 
babwe, and to the OAU Liberation Committee, 
with which we have had relations for many 
years. 

Likewise we support States like Mozambique 
and Angola, which have recently won their in- 
dependence and have to defend it against the 
persistent aggressions of the racist regimes. 
It goes without saying that we extend solidar- 
ity assistance also to all African States which 
are advancing the process of national libera- 
tion on their continent, combining the strug- 
gle against racism with the rejection of impe- 
rialist designs, e.g. Ethiopia, Guinea-Bissau, 
Cape Verde, Sao Tomé and Principe, Benin, 
Congo, Madagascar, Guinea, Tanzania, Niger, 
Mali and The Gambia. 

Let me give you some detailed examples of 
our solidarity measures: The People’s Repub- 
lic of Angola received vaccines for 350,000 
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children. Solidarity donations from the GDR 
financed medical supplies to a rehabilitation 
centre in Luanda, to which a team of GDR 
doctors is assigned. In the medical field our 
aid has taken on forms and dimensions which 
are very difficult to report here. It runs into 
millions of dollars. No less important has been 
our aid in combatting hunger and starvation. 
Provisions like milk powder, ready-to-serve 
meals, tonics and vitamins were in the first 
place shipped to refugee camps in southern 
Africa, besides Angola and Mozambique. With 
charter flights the GDR Solidarity Committee 
sent supplies to refugee camps set up by the 
Patriotic Front. Thousands of children who 
had to flee from Smith’s mercenaries into 
neighbouring Zambia or whose parents had 
lost their lives in the fight against the bar- 
barous regime received food, tents, blankets, 
medicines and clothing. But we also sent 
educational material for schools, which are a 
great progressive achievement of the Patriotic 
Front. 

The liberation fighters of SWAPO, the Patri- 
otic Front and of the ANC received clothes, 
shoes, tents, blankets, canteens and other 
equipment indispensable for camp life. Peo- 
ple in the GDR were encouraged in their ac- 
tive solidarity when African friends said that 
the solidarity of the GDR was of vital impor- 
tance to their organization. 

Besides direct material aid, the GDR Solidari- 
ty Committee extend, as I have said, also 
political and moral solidarity to those fight- 
ing racism and apartheid. 

“‘Weeks of solidarity with the struggle of the 
African peoples” are organized in the GDR 
every year. They are a powerful expression 
of the sympathy of the people of my country 
with the struggle against exploitation and 
oppression and for social and political prog- 
ress. 

At. thousands of meetings organized by the 
GDR mass organizations in enterprises and 
schools, in towns and villages, young and old 
alike manifest their active class solidarity 
with our African friends. 

An important contribution to the International 
Anti-Apartheid Year 1978 is a volume of doc- 
uments entitled ‘“Against Racism, Apartheid 
and Colonialism’, which was published earlier 
this summer on the occasion of the Interna- 
tional Decade for Action to Combat Racism 
and Racial Discrimination. 
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Allow me to present to you a few copies of 
this volume compiled by Dr Alfred Babing, 
member of the Presidium of the GDR Soli- 
darity Committee. 

Further publications sponsored by the GDR 
Solidarity Committee help unmask before the 
world public the crimes of the racist regimes 
and their accomplices. One of these publica- 
tions is a booklet entitled “In alliance with 
the racists in South Africa’, which pillories 
the collaboration of several imperialist States 
with the racists; furthermore, a booklet enti- 
tled ‘Repression, torture and death—South 
Africa” and a documentary report entitled 
“On the violation of human rights resulting 
from the collaboration between the FRG and 
the South African Apartheid regime” were 
published. 

The evidence given in these documents has 
again been confirmed by reports published 
by the Special Committee against Apartheid. 
At the request of SWAPO, the GDR Solidari- 
ty Committee recently had a booklet on the 
crimes of the South African racists in Kas- 
singa printed in English. Our Committee also 
published a large number of posters de- 
nouncing apartheid and colonialism. As you 
know, a number of motifs of such posters 
were ordered for an exhibition of the UN 
Special Committee against Apartheid in New 
York. I have brought with me a small collec- 
tion of such posters and booklets. 

The Committee also organizes exhibitions 
which, inter alia, are placed at the disposal of 
the Organization of Afro-Asian Peoples’ Soli- 
darity and of anti-imperialist solidarity com- 
mittees in many countries. For example, fifty 
copies of the exhibition “‘‘Apartheid—No” 
were sent to partners of the GDR Solidarity 
Committee all over the world. Fifty copies of 
the exhibition ‘‘Freedom to the Peoples in 
Southern Africa’ were also sent abroad. In 
this connection I may also refer to the ex- 
hibition which opened yesterday, where GDR 
artists express their commitment to and their 
attitude towards the struggle against racism 
and apartheid. As you know, this exhibition 
was shown during the World Conference to 
Combat Racism and Racial Discrimination 
and during the World Conference of Non- 
governmental Organizations for Action 
Against Apartheid in Geneva. Many delegates 
saw in the exhibition an expression of the 
consistent position taken by the GDR in the 


struggle against racism and racial discrimina- 
tion. 
GDR scientists were assigned by the Solidari- 
ty Committee to check all material on Angola 
available in GDR archives, in order to assist 
the Angolan friends in studying their coun- 
try’s history and in educating young people. 
The same is planned concerning Namibia. 
Allow me also to refer to some other forms 
of political, moral and propagandistic support 
which the GDR Solidarity Committee gives 
to the peoples of southern Africa and which 
require quite a considerable amount of 
money: 

- editing, printing and _ distribution of 
“Sechaba”, the official organ of the ANC 
of South Africa and of ‘Lotus’, the peri- 
odical of the Afro-Asian Writers’ Associa- 
tion; 

~ printing and distribution of textbooks for 
mathematics; information material, docu- 
mentary surveys, programmes e.g. for 
Angola, Mozambique and Guinea-Bissau; 

~ printing of posters, manufacture of badges, 
flags and pennons for partner committees; 

— I would also like to stress that we send to 

liberation organizations, such as the ANC, 
the Patriotic Front, SWAPO, and to other 
solidarity committees films made in the 
GDR showing the national and social libera- 
tion struggle of the African peoples. 
These films include: ‘“The forgotten colo- 
ny”, “If they find me, I don’t cry” (both 
on Namibia), ‘‘All you need is freedom” 
on the problem of Zimbabwe, and ‘The 
victory is certain” on Angola. 

Our film producers take a great interest in 
the problem of the national liberation strug- 
gle. There are special studios like the one of 
Heynowski & Scheumann, which may also be 
known to you. 
Also the theatre directors of our Republic 
stage more and more plays by South African 
playwrights showing the struggle against the 
outrageous policy of apartheid. More and 
more writers, painters, graphic artists and 
sculptors of the GDR concern themselves with 
this problem and in their books and works 
they express their commitment to the just 
struggle of the African peoples. 

The mass media make a valuable contribution 

to unmasking the policy of apartheid and to 

fostering the idea of solidarity in the GDR. 

Not a single day passes on which radio and 


television or the press do not report on the 
solidarity of our people with those fighting 
against apartheid, on the solidarity extended 
to all who are suppressed and persecuted. 

The GDR Solidarity Committee actively and 
directly takes part in conferences and sym- 
posia organized by partner committees or 
international organizations which deal with 
the struggle against racism, apartheid and 
colonialism, such as the World Conference 
against Apartheid, Racism and Colonialism in 
Lisbon, the World Conference for Action 
against Apartheid in Lagos and the World 
Conference to Combat Racism in Geneva. An 
official delegation of the GDR took part in 
the International Conference for Support of 
the Peoples of Zimbabwe and Namibia in 
Maputo. At present a delegation participates 
in the international solidarity conference for 
the struggle of the African and Arab peoples 
against imperialism and reaction in Addis 
Ababa. 

Mention should also be made of the following 
facts: Hundreds of Africans persecuted by 
the racist regimes were trained or are being 
trained at universities, institutes of higher 
learning, technical schools or in centres for 
vocational training in the GDR. Just the other 
day we received 250 friends from liberation 
organizations from southern Africa. 

For years it has been a matter of course that 
sick persons and fighters wounded in the lib- 
eration struggle have received medical treat- 
ment in our Republic. 

It was only in July 1978 that wounded fight- 
ers of SWAPO, victims of the aggression of 
Kassinga, were brought to the GDR aboard 
a special plane of Interflug. 

Every year children of freedom fighters spend 
their holidays in children’s holiday camps in 
the GDR. In many cases the GDR Solidarity 
Committee has provided air-tickets to officials 
of national liberation organizations so that 
they can attend international conferences. 

I would also like to mention that thousands 
of GDR citizens—specialists in different 
fields—not only medical doctors who I men- 
tioned earlier, but also technicians, teachers 
etc. have been assigned to Africa to train 
skilled workers. They provide fraternal as- 
sistance in solving complicated problems, in 
organizing a new way of life. 

As I have already explained, all these solid- 
arity activities are financed out of funds 
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raised by people from all walks of life. The 
following figures will illustrate this: In 1977 
the eight million organized members paid 105 
million marks into the account of the solidari- 
ty committee; since its founding the Confed- 
eration of Free German Trade Unions of the 
GDR has provided material solidarity total- 
ling more than 1,000 million marks. One of 
the special forms in which the GDR working 
class renders solidarity is what is called soli- 
darity shifts and voluntary work whose pro- 
ceeds are remitted to the account of the Soli- 
darity Committee. ° 

In our Republic socialist work-teams in enter- 
prises are named after outstanding leaders of 
national liberation movements, e. g. Luthuli, 
Cabral and Mondlane. This, too, shows how 
deeply rooted the idea of solidarity is in the 
minds of our people. These work-teams are 
models in our solidarity movement. 

The farmers of the GDR, united in agricul- 
tural production co-operatives, are not lag- 
ging behind. Last year they raised about 10 
million GDR marks. 

The idea of solidarity with all progressive 
anti-imperialist forces is deeply rooted also 
in the minds of our young people as is mani- 
fested by their political attitude and their 
material contributions. As a member of the 
Solidarity Committee the Free German Youth 
Organization has a share in all these activi- 
ties. Since 1971 the young people of our 
Republic have paid 47 million marks into the 
solidarity account. 

The same holds good for the women of our 
Republic. Last year the Democratic Women’s 
League remitted 3 million marks to the ac- 
count of the Solidarity Committee. 

Mention should also be made of the substan- 
tial contributions which the members of the 
political parties in the GDR make to the inter- 
national solidarity fund; the same goes for 
scientists, and artists, craftsmen and trades- 
men, writers and journalists, physicians and 
nurses. I should not forget to mention the 
religious people in the GDR whose contribu- 
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tion to anti-imperialist solidarity is growing 
steadily. 

The anti-fascist resistance fighters united 
in the Association of Persecutees of the Nazi 
regime who, in the dark night of Hitlerite 
fascism, themselves experienced the strength 
of solidarity, in 1977 paid more than 2 mil- 
lion marks into the solidarity account. 

The statement contained in the document of 
the Geneva World Conference to Combat 
Racism and Racial Discrimination, which de- 
nounces the increased activities of neo-colo- 
nialist and fascist organizations, was greatly 
welcomed by our people. It will inspire the 
fighters against fascism to extend even greater 
solidarity. 

My report on the solidarity movement in the 
GDR cannot claim to be complete. Never- 
theless, I do hope that you have got an idea 
of our activities which are designed to strength- 
en still further the common front against 
racism, apartheid and international reaction. 

I should like to avail myself of this oppor- 
tunity to reaffirm the preparedness of the 
public institutions of our country to further 
deepen co-operation with your committee. It 
is a great pleasure for me to convey to you, 
Mr Harriman, an invitation extended by the 
Chairman of the GDR Government Commis- 
sion for the International Anti-Apartheid 
Year, Mr Alfred Neumann, to visit our Re- 
public. 

May I assure you, Mr Chairman, that the 
GDR Solidarity Committee will support the 
objectives of the International Anti-Apartheid 
Year as much as it can. 

In accordance with the resolutions of the 
world organization and the aims of the Anti- 
Apartheid Year 1978, the people of the Ger- 
man Democratic Republic will, as before, 
spare no efforts and no sacrifices to support 
the struggle waged by the peoples of southern 
Africa for a life worthy of man, a life in 
freedom and independence. 


GDR Solidarity Committee Archives 


From the declaration adopted by the Warsaw Treaty states at the session 
of the Political Consultative Committee in Moscow 


23 September 1978 


III 

During an exchange of views on other inter- 
national questions of common interest, the 
delegations of the People’s Republic of Bul- 
garia, the Czechoslovak Socialist Republic, the 
German Democratic Republic, the Hungarian 
People’s Republic, the Polish People’s Repub- 
lic, the Socialist Republic of Romania and the 
Union of Soviet Socialist Republics deemed it 
necessary to emphasize that also the imperialist 
policy directed against the peoples fighting 
for liberation from colonial and racist oppres- 
sion, against neo-colonialism and for indepen- 
dence and social progress, represents a threat 
to international détente. 

They deem it necessary to state, above all, that 
the policy of imperialism still pursues the same 
ends, although it has become more refined of 
late. With increasing frequency the imperial- 
ists resort to such methods as provoking en- 
mity and conflicts between the peoples of 
newly liberated states, dispatching arms and 
mercenaries to help their protégés, and putting 
together all kind of military alignments of 
countries where pro-imperialist regimes are 
in power. And the purpose of all this is to 
strengthen or, at least, to retain their domi- 
nation, their position in the economies and 
policies of the countries of Asia, Africa and 
Latin America. Nor, as experience has shown, 
have influential circles of imperialist powers 
and international monopolies abandoned their 
“traditional” means of keeping countries and 
peoples in submission—military intervention, 
flagrant interference in the internal affairs of 
independent states, infringement of their 
sovereign rights. 

The socialist states have opposed and still 
oppose this policy, which runs counter to the 
objective requirements of mankind’s historical 
development. They reaffirm their solidarity 
with the struggle of the peoples against im- 
perialism, colonialism and _ neo-colonialism 
and against any form of domination and op- 
pression. 


They have supported and will continue to sup- 
port the forces fighting for national liberation 
and the peoples of the newly liberated coun- 
tries in their hard struggle to uphold their in- 
dependence and freedom, including their right 
freely to choose their path of social develop- 
ment and to safeguard the territorial integrity 
of their countries as well as their independence 
and sovereignty. They reaffirm the firm inten- 
tion of their countries to continue to develop 
all-round cooperation and friendly interaction 
with young socialist-oriented states. 

The socialist states vigorously support the 
peoples of Zimbabwe and Namibia in their 
selfless struggle for the early attainment of 
national independence. They are in sympathy 
with the just struggle of the people of South 
Africa for the abolition of apartheid and all 
forms of racial discrimination. They condemn 
the attempts to impose upon the peoples of 
Zimbabwe, Namibia and South Africa neo- 
colonialist solutions which are alien to them 
and which could lead to the outbreak of new 
conflicts in this region. 

They reaffirm their position of principle in 
favour of the establishment of a just and 
lasting peace in the Middle East and a com- 
prehensive political settlement of the Middle 
East problems which must include: the with- 
drawal of Israeli troops from all the Arab 
territories occupied in 1967; the exercise of 
the inalienable right of the Arab people of 
Palestine to self-determination, including the 
setting up of their own state; and the safe- 
guarding of the independent existence and 
security of all states of that region, including 
Israel. They will continue to struggle together 
with the Arab states and peoples and with all 
progressive forces to achieve such a settle- 
ment, which can be achieved only with the 
participation of all interested parties, including 
the Palestine Liberation Organization. 

The states represented at the meeting support 
the constructive initiatives of the Democratic 
People’s Republic of Korea aimed at the reali- 
zation of the national ideal of the Korean 
people—the independent, peaceful and demo- 
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cratic reunification of the country without any 
foreign interference. 

In their relations with the newly liberated 
countries, the socialist states strictly adhere to 
the principles of equality, mutual respect for 
sovereignty and territorial integrity, non-inter- 
ference in internal affairs and mutually ad- 
vantageous cooperation. In no area of the 
world are socialist countries seeking any privi- 
leges for themselves, pressing for military 
bases or hunting for concessions. Fundamen- 
tally opposed to the imperialist policy of creat- 
ing spheres of influence, they themselves never 
take part in the struggle for such spheres. 
Guided by their fundamental policy of 
strengthening universal peace and security, 
the socialist countries represented at the 
meeting consistently advocate the settlement 
by peaceful political means, by means of talks, 
of all disputes between newly liberated states 
and between all states in general. 

The participants in the meeting stress the 
special importance for the progress of the 
whole of mankind of the struggle for the elim- 
ination of under-development, the restructur- 
ing of international economic relations on a 
just and democratic basis, the establishment of 
a new international economic order, the renun- 
ciation of all discrimination and the elimina- 
tion of the exploitation of the natural and 
human resources of developing countries by 
imperialist monopolies. They regard this as a 
direct continuation of the struggle against im- 
perialism and colonialism. 

They also declare themselves in favour of the 
most active and equal participation of all 
states, irrespective of their social system, 
geographical location, size and economic and 
military might, in the solution of pressing 
problems of world development. 

The states represented at the meeting are con- 
vinced that their policy on questions relating 
to the struggle of peoples for freedom, inde- 
pendence and social progress is a clear and 
fundamental policy which promotes. the 
strengthening of peace and the success of the 
great cause of the freedom of the peoples. 


IV 

Dangerous trends in the development of inter- 
national affairs are also generated by the poli- 
cies of imperialist circles which, on the one 
hand, encourage and support fascist and other 
reactionary regimes in the perpetration of 
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flagrant mass violations of human rights and, 
on the other hand, try to use the problem of 
human rights as a pretext to interfere in the 
internal affairs of socialist and other states, 
and to attack the socialist social system. 

In the course of the exchange of views on this 
question, the delegations proceeded from the 
premise that, in the Final Act, all states parti- 
cipating in the European Conference recog- 
nized the universal importance of fundamental 
human rights and freedoms, respect for which 
is an important factor for the peace, justice 
and well-being which are essential to the 
development of friendly ties between them 
and between all states. In this connection, 
they believe that it is their duty to stress 
that support for and encouragement of fascist 
and racist policies, of acts of oppression, 
of flagrant mass violations of human rights, 
and of the dissemination of anti-human, 
militarist, neo-fascist and neo-Nazi views are 
directly contrary to the purposes and principles 
of the UN Charter, the provisions of the Final 
Act adopted at Helsinki and other international 
instruments. By supporting reactionary regimes 
in their struggle against the democratic libera- 
tion movement of the working masses, their 
violation of the rights of citizens and their bar- 
barous crimes against their peoples, imperial- 
ism flagrantly interferes in the internal affairs 
of those countries. The socialist countries are 
resolutely opposed to any interference in the 
internal affairs of states and advocate strict 
respect for the right of all peoples freely to 
shape their own destiny. 

The states participating in the meeting once 
again unanimously expressed the conviction 
that true democracy and true humanism are 
incompatible with the preservation of eco- 
nomic, social and political inequality and na- 
tional and racial discrimination. It is only 
under socialism that respect for political, civil, 
economic, social, cultural and other rights is 
assured, as well as the free access of all mem- 
bers of society to employment, education, 
culture, science, and participation in the ad- 
ministration of the state. The very origin of 
the new social system is connected with the 
desire to realize the fundamental human right- 
the right to a dignified existence free from ex- 
ploitation—and to create conditions for the 
all-round development of the individual. The 
banner of human rights and freedoms is the 
banner of socialism. 


It is with an even greater sense of conviction 
that the socialist countries participating in the 
meeting reject the slander directed against 
them by the ruling classes of states whose 
peoples are experiencing all the calamities of 
mass unemployment, national and social ine- 
quality, racial discrimination, organized crime 
and moral degradation. 

The United Nations Charter imposes an obli- 
gation on all states to promote respect for and 
implementation of human rights and funda- 
mental freedoms for all, irrespective of race, 
sex, language and religion. In accordance with 
this and acting with initiative and consistency, 
the socialist countries have made an active 
contribution to the drafting and adoption of 
the most important international treaties and 
agreements in this field: the covenants on 
human rights, the conventions on the preven- 
tion of the crime of genocide and on the elimi- 
nation of ail forms of racial discrimination, 
and many others. They are implementing in 
practice all the provisions of these treaties 
and agreements. 

The states participating in the meeting con- 
sider it necessary to intensify international 
efforts to solve crucial problems affecting the 
interests of all mankind, especially the younger 
generation, to strive to improve the living 
and working conditions of the popular masses, 
and to eradicate racism, apartheid and propa- 


ganda for war, violence, immorality and hatred 
of mankind. 

International cooperation in the field of human 
rights has, however, nothing in common with 
efforts from outside to incite anti-socialist 
activities by individuals who have embarked 
on the path of violating their country’s laws. 
Any attempts at such interference in the inter- 
nal affairs of sovereign states constitute actions 
aimed at undermining international coopera- 
tion. Such interference is contrary to the 
United Nations Charter and the explicit com- 
mitment by the states, participating in the 
European Conference, under the Final Act, 
to respect one another’s right freely to choose 
and develop their political, social, economic 
and cultural systems as well as their right to 
enact their own laws and administrative rules. 
The socialist countries represented at the 
meeting have not permitted and will not per- 
mit any interference in their internal affairs. 
Stating this with all determination, they stress 
that in this connection, too, they are guided by 
concern for the further positive development 
of international relations so that the obstacles 
artificially complicating those relations can be 
removed. 


Archives of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
of the GDR 


From the policy statement presented by the Minister of Foreign 
Affairs of the GDR, Oskar Fischer, to the XXXIITI session 


of the UN General Assembly 


29 September 1978 


Peace and stable security demand not only the 
elimination of existing sources of conflict; it 
is also incumbent on the United Nations, as 
well as on each and every one of its member 
states, to forestall new situations of conflict. 
The German Democratic Republic supports all 
appropiate ideas and proposals for guarantee- 
ing security in Asia. For this very reason it has 
been concerned to see recent developments in 
the Far East and in South-East Asia where the 
peoples of Vietnam and Laos again have to 
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defend themselves against aggressive acts and 
outside interference. 

The German Democratic Republic also supports 
the demands of the Government of the Demo- 
cratic People’s Republic of Korea that all for- 
eign troops, together with their weapons and 
equipment, be withdrawn immediately from 
South Korea so that the Koreans can settle 
their issues themselves. 

International security and peaceful coexistence 
among states having different social systems 
are neither conceivable nor feasible without 
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the elimination of colonialism, neo-colonialism, 
racism and apartheid. 

We resolutely condemn the terror in South 
Africa and all attempts to maintain that bas- 
tion of colonialism and racism. The growing 
aggressiveness of the racist regimes calls for 
the strict enforcement of a total arms embargo. 
It is just as necessary to put an end to eco- 
nomic collaboration with the racist regime in 
South Africa. 

The German Democratic Republic considers 
the right of the people of Zimbabwe to self- 
determination to be legitimate. It resolutely 
opposes attempts aimed at perpetuating the 
domination of any colonizers whatsoever. It 
works consistently for the full independence of 
Namibia and unreserved respect for that coun- 
try’s territorial integrity. 

The policy of the German Democratic Repub- 
lic regarding the nationally liberated states is 
based on the principles of equal rights, respect 
for independence and active solidarity. Every- 
body can see that the same forces which ex- 
tend comprehensive political, economic and 
military assistance to the racist regimes seek 
to recover lost sources of profit and raw ma- 
terials in the African region. They stop neither 
at boycott and blackmail nor even at direct 
armed incursions. 

I think I may say that in the course of this 
debate it has repeatedly been recalled that the 
actual attitude of states towards the racist re- 
gimes in southern Africa is another indication 
of who is serious about the implementation of 
human rights. By no means all of those who 
pretend to care about human rights have ac- 
ceded to international instruments such as the 
Convention on the Elimination of All Forms 
of Racial Discrimination, in force since 1969, 
or the Convention on the Suppression and 
Punishment of the Crime of Apartheid, in 
force since 1976. Man’s most important right 
is the right to life in peace, free from fascist, 
colonialist, racist or other forms of oppres- 
sion. 

In the German Democratic Republic, as well 
as in the other socialist countries, these deci- 
sive human rights are implemented and estab- 
lished by law. 

The right to work, equal rights for men and 
women, the right to education and leisure for 
everyone and the right to special protection of 
marriage and family are living, everyday 
reality. Social security and political co-deter- 
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mination form part of the very nature of so- 
cialism. 

Some states have been claiming for some time 
that human rights are the supreme guideline 
of their policy. But this is just not the case. 
Their assertion is designed to conceal the fact 
that their system is based on the violation of 
human rights. For the same reason they claim 
the right to be the sole judges of right or 
wrong. That is neither ingenious nor new. Who 
would not know that this is to substantiate a 
‘right’ to intervention on what are alleged to 
be humanitarian grounds and to justify, for 
example, the creation of the post of a so-called 
High Commissioner for Human Rights. So far, 
this has always proved to be a mere pretext 
for suppressing the sovereign rights of other 
states and distracting attention from unresolv- 
ed problems at home. Such a policy can only 
engender tensions and foment conflicts. The 
criterion of credibility where human rights are 
concerned remains the situation at home rather 
than postulates addressed to other states. 

The socialist states have long since imple- 
mented what was laid down in the Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights 30 years ago. 
The United Nations has a definite responsi- 
bility to oppose in time and with determina- 
tion the growing activities of old and new 
Nazi forces. 

International economic relations based on 
equal rights and mutual benefit constitute an 
essential aspect of both peaceful coexistence 
and human rights. The German Democratic 
Republic works to ensure that economic, scien- 
tific and technological cooperation of states 
takes account of the interests of all nations 
and, consequently, of the people. That requires 
the elimination of all forms of discrimination 
and exploitation in international economic re- 
lations and the immediate implementation of 
measures with a view to the restructuring of 
those relations on democratic lines. 

The growing economic strength of the mem- 
ber countries of the Council for Mutual 
Economic Assistance demonstrates what can 
be achieved through fruitful cooperation, free 
from exploitation. It illustrates the merits 
of socialist planned economy. It, and it 
alone, makes possible a continuous and 
dynamic development, free from crises. Can 
this be better illustrated than by the con- 
clusions of long-term programmes agreed 
among the member states of the CMEA? 


Moreover, socialist planned economy offers 
good prospects for the continuous expansion 
of relations with the developing countries. In 
the first six months of 1978 alone, GDR ex- 
ports to these states increased by over 30 per 
cent. 

But it is only on the basis of peaceful co- 
existence that the international division of 
labour between states of different social sys- 
tems can be developed further to mutual ad- 
vantage and for the benefit of all concerned. 
It must be based on democratic pinciples. As 
long as this has not become everyday practice, 
the independence of the developing countries 
will always be in jeopardy. An increase in the 
economic potential of the capitalist states does 
not automatically entail the prosperity of the 
developing countries. 

The German Democratic Republic shares the 
view expressed by the Foreign Ministers of 
non-aligned states at their Conference in Bel- 
grade that it is the legitimate right of the 
developing countries to claim financial and 
material compensation for all damages from 
those which practised colonialism and are 
practising neo-colonialism. Work on a code of 
conduct which should put an end to the neo- 
colonialist practices of transnational corpora- 
tions could certainly be completed within a 
very short time. 


Greater attention must be given to attempts 
being made by influential capitalist circles to 
re-establish by means of modern technology 
the dependence of many developing countries 
at a different level. For this reason, a code of 
conduct to govern scientific and technological 
assistance to developing countries is urgently 
needed. The United Nations should also op- 
pose the protectionist pratices of certain capi- 
talist countries. That should be a priority con- 
cern of the fifth session of the United Nations 
Conference on Trade and Development. 

The General Assembly at this session faces 
complex but rewarding tasks. May I express 
the hope that our joint efforts will yield re- 
sults that are conducive to strengthening se- 
curity and peace, to enhancing the process of 
political détente by measures of military dé- 
tente and to making it irreversible. Of course, 
this cannot be everything, but without this, 
everything would be in vain. 

The delegation of the German Democratic 
Republic will actively contribute to the ac- 
complishment of the difficult and challenging 
tasks before this session of the General As- 
sembly. 
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Declaration by the Presidium of the People’s Chamber of the GDR to 
mark the Day of Solidarity with South African Political Prisoners 


11 October 1978 


On the occasion of the International Day of 
Solidarity with the Political Prisoners of South 
Africa, the Presidium of the People’s Cham- 
ber of the GDR conveys sincere greetings to 
all fighters against the criminal apartheid 
policy. To the People’s Chamber of the GDR, 
the state’s supreme body, this day is a renewed 
occasion to reaffirm its profound sympathy 
and solidarity with the peoples in southern 
Africa fighting for their freedom and self- 
determination. 

Our people detest apartheid as a negation of 
basic human rights of more than 20 million 
Africans, and a permanent threat to sovereign 
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African states. We condemn the continuing il- 
legal occupation of Namibia and the refusal of 
the apartheid regime to grant the Namibian 
people the right to self-determination. 

Our people reject the manoeuvres of those 
imperialist forces supporting the South African 
racists in an effort to suppress a whole na- 
tion’s desire for freedom by resorting to fas- 
cist practices. Imprisonment of patriots, 
massacres and political assassinations are 
among the most striking features of their 
anti-human policies. 

In close alliance with the peoples in southern 
Africa fighting for their freedom and indepen- 
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dence, and with their legitimate liberation 
movements, we demand that energetic meas- 
ures be taken with a view to the racists’ effec- 
tive international isolation. We demand strict 
observance by all states of the arms embargo 
imposed by the United Nations Security Coun- 
cil. Further sanctions in the economic field are 
urgently needed. Apartheid, that anachronism 
of our time, must finally be eliminated. 

In making these demands we know ourselves 
to be in accord with the will of all progressive 
forces as embodied in the resolutions of the 
World Conference to Combat Racism and 
Racial Discrimination. 

We appeal to parliaments all over the world: 
Let us pool and reinforce our efforts to do 
away with apartheid and racism in all its 
forms. South Africa must no longer threaten 
free Africa and endanger international peace 
and security. First and foremost, it is im- 
perative to bar the racists from access to nu- 


clear weapons. Unshakeable faith in the peo- 
ples’ strength, the courage and staunchness of 
patriots such as Nelson Mandela, Walter 
Sisulu, Govan Mbeki and Steve Biko give us 
the conviction that this struggle will be 
victorious. 

On behalf of the supreme state body of the 
GDR, the People’s Chamber, we assure the 
people of South Africa and its tested vanguard, 
the African National Congress of South Africa 
(ANC) and all fighting patriots in southern 
Africa of our continued solidarity in their just 
struggle against colonialism, racism and 
apartheid. We shall always stand firmly by the 
side of those who have taken up the cause of 
freedom, national, political and economic self- 
determination. 


Archives of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
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Speech delivered by GDR representative Horst Keilau 
at the XXXIII session of the UN General Assembly dealing 
with the peoples’ right to self-determination 


13 October 1978 


Since its founding it has been one of the chief 
tasks of the Organization of the United Na- 
tions to advance the peoples’ struggle for the 
realization of their right to self-determination 
and independence, against colonial and racist 
oppression and exploitation, and the world 
organization’s activities in this important area 
have greatly helped to ensure that the right of 
peoples to decide freely and without external 
interference on their political status and to 
determine their economic, social and cultural 
development has come to be one of the cogent 
fundamental principles of present-day inter- 
national law. The delegation of the GDR 
wishes to express its appreciation to Mr Hec- 
tor Gros Espiell and Mr Aureliu Cristescu, the 
Special Rapporteurs of the Commission on 
Human Rights, for their excellent studies on 
the right to self-determination that are before 
this Committee. Both papers are valuable con- 
tributions to the work of the United Nations 
with regard to this fundamental principle of 
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international law. We have all witnessed the 
dramatic changes that have occured over the 
last few decades in the international arena in 
favour of the forces of peace and progress. The 
fact that at this thirty-third session we have 
been able to welcome the Solomon Islands as 
this Organization’s 150th member State is 
further evidence of this process. 

As the most recent conference of the non- 
aligned countries in Belgrade has confirmed, 
the liberated peoples, for their part, are a 
rich well-spring of the forces of peace. Their 
efforts for the realization of national, political, 
economic and social self-determination figure 
prominently in the process of safeguarding 
peace and strengthening international security. 
At the same time, current international devel- 
opments teach us that there can be no secure 
peace, no international economic cooperation 
on an equal footing, no genuine implementa- 
tion of human rights and fundamental free- 
doms so long as peoples have to go on 


languishing under the scourges of colonialism, 
racism, fascism and foreign rule, so long as 
they continue to be the victims of aggression 
or are threatened by foreign intervention. 

It is the awareness of this interrelationship 
that prompts the German Democratic Republic 
to reaffirm on the occasion of the thirtieth an- 
niversary of the Universal Declaration of 
Human Rights that whenever and wherever it 
is a matter of implementing and safeguarding 
human rights, the foremost concern must be 
to assure the right of peoples to decide freely 
and without external interference on their 
political status and to shape their economic, 
social and cultural development. 

We fully agree with the special rapporteurs, 
Mr Espiell and Mr Cristescu, in saying that 
this right ‘‘is a sine qua non for the existence 
of human rights and freedoms” (E/CN. 4) 
Sub. 2/405-vol.I-Paragraph 273) and that 
“the violation by a State of the right of peo- 
ples to self-determination constitutes a ground 
for international responsibility’ (ibidem, 
Paragraph 101). 

Agenda item 82 is closely related to the strug- 
gle against colonialism, neo-colonialism and 
racism. However varied the manifestations of 
the denial or violation of the peoples’ right to 
self-determination may be, they have a com- 
mon root. The exclusively profit-orientated 
basic law governing the capitalist social sys- 
tem is bound to lead to the peoples’ right of 
self-determination being trampled underfoot 
where it is in the way of the extraction of 
profit. 

Therefore, the struggle for the guarantee of 
self-determination for the elimination of co- 
lonialism and racism, for the settlement of 
situations of conflict, the establishment of a 
new international economic order or the uni- 
versal realization of all human rights cannot 
be separated from the general struggle for the 
abolition of all forms of national, economic 
and social oppression and exploitation. Therein 
lies the highly topical character of our agenda 
item. 

There can hardly be any doubt that the strug- 
gle against the colonial-racist regimes in 
southern Africa and for a lasting and stable 
peace in the Middle East that includes safe- 
guarding the right to self-determination of the 
Arab people of Palestine is a priority concern 
in the effort to achieve the national and social 
liberation of peoples. All the more so since 


there is no lack of attempts today to force 
upon the peoples of these regions solutions 
that do not correspond to their legitimate 
rights and claims. 

With deep concern we note that the terrorist 
apartheid regime persists in South Africa. 
Again and again attention is drawn to that 
region through innumerable instances of the 
brutal violation of basic human rights. In defi- 
ance of numerous UN resolutions the criminal 
policy of apartheid continues. My delegation, 
therefore, renews its demand to help imple- 
ment the legitimate rights of the South-African 
people through resolute action on the part of 
the United Nations in accordance with Chap- 
ter VII of the Charter. 

We currently witness varied attempts con- 
cerning the future of Namibia and Zimbabwe, 
and it is obvious, again and again, that where 
such attempts are aimed at a neo-colonialist 
solution, the racist regimes are encouraged to 
persist in their brutal oppression of the peo- 
ples of Namibia and Zimbabwe, and to 
bluntly reject relevant proposals of the United 
Nations. We stand up for the full indepen- 
dence of Namibia and unreserved respect for 
its territorial integrity on the basis of what 
was decided by the Ninth Special Session, and 
we hope that efforts along these lines will bear 
fruit. 

What applies to Namibia equally applies to 
Zimbabwe. Also on that issue there has been 
no lack of proposals purporting to seek peace- 
ful solutions. Only the other day we have 
heard of initiatives designed to prepare a 
peace conference to work out a solution to the 
question of Zimbabwe. However, in this con- 
nexion the question arises what kind of peace 
is to be established in Zimbabwe? Do they by 
any chance intend to play an old game again 
and negotiate separate agreements with Smith 
who has been denounced by the United Na- 
tions as a separatist and racist—agreements 
which would then be offered to the people of 
Zimbabwe and the African public in the guise 
a “‘big peace initiative’? 

It is only if the right to self-determination is 
fully implemented in line with the demands of 
the true representatives of the people of Zim- 
babwe that it will be possible to find a solu- 
tion that ensures peace, security and indepen- 
dence in that area. To achieve this, the United 
Nations can make a decisive contribution. 
Our deep sympathy and our support go out 
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to the Arab people of Palestine led by the PLO 
in its just struggle to uphold its inalienable 
rights, including its right to establish a na- 
tional, State of its own and to return to its 
homes. 

Also in this case it is evident that peace in the 
Middle East can be guaranteed only by way of 
a comprehensive settlement of the Mid-East 
conflict, i.e. one that is based on the relevant 
resolutions of the United Nations Organization 
and that safeguards the independence and 
security of all States and peoples in that re- 
gion, including the inalienable rights of the 
Arab people of Palestine. Developments in 
Lebanon show with tragic clarity where at- 
tempts are bound to lead that are designed to 
split the Arab peoples for the purpose of im- 
plementing the political designs of the aggres- 
sor and of its imperialist patrons. 

As in earlier years the delegation of the GDR 
wishes to draw attention to two aspects which 
are coming into prominence in connexion with 
the consideration of the agenda time before 
us. 

The right of peoples to take any action they 
consider necessary for their independent eco- 
nomic and social development is an essential 
element of the right to self-determination. 

To many countries the aspects of underpinning 
in the economic field their right to self-deter- 
mination are of essential importance in over- 
coming the consequences of colonialism and 
for a free economic, social and cultural devel- 
opment for the good of their peoples. 

One cannot but agree to what Mr Espiell 
emphasizes in paragraph 131 of his study 
published in document E/CN.4/Sub. 2/405 
(vol. I): “it is necessary to specify that the 
economic content of the right of peoples to 
self-determination finds its expression in 
particular—without prejudice to many other 
different manifestations—in the right to per- 
Manent sovereignty over natural resources, a 
question which covers the problems raised by 
nationalizations and the harmful activities that 
may be undertaken in this area by transna- 
tional or multinational enterprises’. The 
detailed in-depth analysis of the interrelation- 
ship between the realization of the right to 
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self-determination and economic and social 
development, and between the establishment 
of a New International Economic Order and 
the guarantee of all human rights, as empha- 
sized in Resolution 32/130, is of great signi- 
ficance and should be made a subject of our 
deliberations. We welcome suggestions along 
these lines that have recently been made in 
the sub-commission of the Commission on 
Human Rights. 

Another aspect to which we wish to draw at- 
tention is the increasing activity and use of 
mercenaries by the racist regimes against the 
peoples of Namibia and Zimbabwe and for 
acts of aggression against independent African 
neighbour countries. 

My delegation wishes to renew its expectation 
that on the basis of the principles laid down in 
relevant UN resolutions, other United Nations 
documents and in international treaties, inter- 
nationally binding arrangements will be made 
to oppose the use, recruitment, financing and 
training of mercenaries. 

Before I conclude my statement, I wish to say 
again how much I appreciate the studies pre- 
pared by the special rapporteurs Mr Espiell 
and Mr Cristescu. 

We agree to the conclusions drawn in either 
of these documents. But, in particular we wish 
to point to what was proposed in paragraph 
282 of the study submitted by Mr Espiell, i.e. 
that ‘‘the Special Rapporteur believes that a 
declaratory resolution should be drafted for 
adoption by the General Assembly to system- 
atize, codify and update, in view of their pro- 
gressive development, all the various matters 
relating to the right of peoples under colonial 
and alien domination to self-determination 
which have been the subject of the general 
resolutions adopted hitherto, and to deal with 
some new problems which contemporary inter- 
national law must take up and resolve in this 
context, as stated in Chapter IV of this report.” 
Maximum attention and top priority should be 
given to this conclusion. 
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Speech delivered by GDR representative Willi Schlegel to the Fourth 
Committee of the XXXIII session of the UN General Assembly, 
concerning the activities of foreign economic and other interests which 
are impeding the implementation of the UN Declaration on the Granting 
of Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples 


19 October 1978 


It is obvious to everyone that the United Na- 
tions Organization, the overwhelming majority 
of States and the national liberation move- 
ment, which can rely on the strength of inter- 
national solidarity, are redoubling their efforts 
to definitively eliminate colonialism and rac- 
ism. This anti-imperialist struggle has been 
marked by numerous remarkable successes. 
The ever more comprehensive process of im- 
plementing the fundamental principles of the 
national and social liberation struggle as laid 
down in the historic resolution 1514 (XV) has 
changed the world. This resolution, which 
came into being on the initiative of the Soviet 

Union, has lost nothing of its importance as 

proves, not least, the admission of the Solomon 

Islands to the world body. 

Our satisfaction at what has been achieved 

does not make us blind to the remaining is- 

sues. These include the fact that the activities 
of imperialist corporations and States that run 
counter to the peoples’ struggle for national 
and social liberation have continued growing. 

It is more urgent than ever to subject these 

activities to international control and to focus 

international attention on them. 

To illustrate this, I wish to point to the fol- 

lowing facts: 

1. Now as before, the activities of transna- 
tional corporations, notably from NATO 
States, are a major obstacle to the imple- 
mentation of the independence and self- 
determination of the peoples that are still 
oppressed. 

2. These activities as well as the policies of 
western States encourage the South African 
apartheid regime and the illegal Smith re- 
gime to openly defy decisions of the United 
Nations, to escalate racist terrorism, and to 
intensify their policies of aggression against 
independent African States. 

3. Hand in glove with the racists, transna- 
tional corporations have been continuing 


their gross exploitation and oppression of 
the peoples of South Africa, Namibia and 
Zimbabwe. 

4. In defiance of the arms embargo agreed 
upon by the UN Security Council on 4 No- 
vember 1977 the racist regimes continue to 
receive weapons and military equipment 
from the NATO States or through the sub- 
sidiary companies of transnational corpora- 
tions, and, what is particularly alarming, 
they receive backing for the implementa- 
tion of their nuclear weapon schemes. 

My delegation has repeatedly pointed out—and 
we are confirmed in this by what many other 
States have said in the course of this debate— 
that it is urgently necessary to enforce a total 
international boycott of the racist regimes both 
in the military and economic fields. After all, 
it is one of the major concerns of the Inter- 
national Anti-Apartheid Year to expose all 
those forces that obstruct in various ways the 
just struggle of the peoples of southern Africa 
and of all other colonial and dependent terri- 
tories for the elimination of racism, apartheid 
and colonialism. 

It is widely known that my country fully as- 

sociates itself with the struggle against racism 

and that it does not maintain any relations to 
the racist regimes. Naturally, the GDR will 
fully abide by this principle also in the future. 

It will continue to stand up resolutely for the 

implementation and enforcement of effective 

decisions against colonialism and racism. 

A number of western States resist now as 

before such firm measures. They seek to 

justify this attitude by using such slogans as 

“the free market economy”, ‘free enterprise’ 

or “the inability to make the corporations 

adhere to sanctions imposed”. Now and then 
they even assert that the economic activities of 
the transnational corporations serve the wel- 
fare of the black African population, the eco- 
nomic development of the colonies and depen- 
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dent territories and were improving the lot of 
the exploited population oppressed by the 
racists. 

Many of those present here would be in a 
position to show in detail that the imperialist 
state apparatus has so far always been able to 
prevail upon corporations to join in measures 
of boycott against progressive States when 
that was in the interest of the imperialist 
State. And as regards the allegation about the 
beneficial effects of imperialist big business 
policies, I only wish to recall what the distin- 
guished representative of Syria so convin- 
cingly said about the lot of children in southern 
Africa, and the multitude of facts contained in 
the report of the Committee of Twenty-Four. 
(Doc. A/33/23 (Part III}) 

Is it not disgraceful that imperialist States 
should defend their economic and military col- 
laboration with the racist regimes rather than 
help to effectively isolate them internationally 
by agreeing to Security Council sanctions? As 
a result of this policy the racists are today 
more intransigent than ever before. The con- 
flicts in southern Africa are assuming ever 
more threatening dimensions. 

On 31 March this year the United Nations 
Committee against Apartheid published a 
“‘Review of Developments in Economic Colla- 
boration with South Africa Since September 
1977” (A/C. 115/L 490). This highly inform- 
ative report draws the illuminating conclusion 
that all measures taken by EEC States and 
other principal trading partners of South 
Africa have merely served to strengthen the 
apartheid regime and have in no way changed 
its dangerous policies. The western States, the 
review continues, have continued their rela- 
tions with the racists in violation of relevant 
UN resolutions. In this connection the so- 
called code of conduct proclaimed with much 
fanfare by the transnational corporations 
drawing profit from southern Africa is sub- 
jected to close scrutiny. 

This so-called code of conduct has indeed 
changed nothing about the apartheid regime. 
Experience shows that the racists will never be 
prepared to voluntarily give up the brutal ex- 
ploitation and oppression of the black African 
population. On the contrary, they have kept 
escalating their fascist terrorism right up to 
the most recent past. Therefore, what is on the 
order of the day is not some superficial cor- 
rections to the apartheid policy but rather the 
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complete and unqualified abolition of the 
entire apartheid system. 

The representatives of western European anti- 
apartheid committees point to yet another 
aspect that reveals what is really going on. 
They voiced deep concern over the fact that 
the policies of these States are aimed at pro- 
tecting their strategic and economic interests 
in southern Africa, in particular at ensuring 
an uninterrupted flow of raw materials from 
that region. 

Developments of the last few months confirm 
this. The transnational corporations have long 
since dropped the caution they exercised for a 
brief period following the massacre of Soweto. 
Today they continue their expansion in south- 
ern Africa unabated. 

The times of the growing decline in capital 
investment are over, is what the Duesseldorf 
paper ‘‘Handelsblatt” of 9 June 1978 had to 
say about this. It goes on to say: “Over the 
past ten months there has been a revival of 
South African capital imports.” 

According to figures provided by financial 
circles in Johannisburg fifteen private loans in 
a total amount of 200 million Rand have been 
raised over this period alone. Characteristi- 
cally enough all of them have been placed at 
the disposal of South African State enterprises 
such as the ESCOM electrical corporation, the 
ISCOR iron and steel works and the Industrial 
Development Corporation. 

It is an open secret today that the big corpora- 
tions which dominate South Africa’s key in- 
dustries exercise a decisive influence on all 
economic and political processes in the coun- 
try. In its issue of 19 June 1978 the US 
periodical ‘’Fortune’” writes about the im- 
portance for the apartheid regime of the com- 
mitment of international monopoly capital and 
gives a percentage breakdown of foreign in- 
vestments. 

A more recent method of disguising financial 
assistance to the racists are the so-called zebra 
firms, with South African companies providing 
the name to cover up “‘silent” foreign capital 
participation. According to what we know so 
far, in this way up to three times more capital 
is invested in South Africa than through other 
channels. 

Obviously, the apartheid regime is so sure of 
the continued collaboration of its imperialist 
patrons that the new head of government, 
Botha, could announce for everyone to hear 


that they would have no difficulty in surviving 
an economic embargo. 

The abundant raw material reserves of Nami- 
bia and Zimbabwe have come to be special 
magnets for the profit-seeking transnational 
corporations. One cannot help gaining the im- 
pression that these corporations get all the 
more busy, the closer the inevitable indepen- 
dence of the peoples of southern Africa 
comes. 

The review of the Committee of Twenty-Four 
to which I have referred calls the monopolies 
by name that are involved in plundering the 
natural wealth of Namibia and Zimbabwe. It 
makes it clear that in the case of Southern 
Rhodesia foreign capital interests and mono- 
polies scorn the stringent economic sanctions 
adopted by the Security Council. It also shows 
that the same forces, together with the South 
African racists, are continuing to deprive Na- 
mibia of a large part of its wealth. 

On behalf of my delegation I wish to recall at 
this point the Decree on the Natural Resources 
of Namibia adopted by the United Nations. 
We emphatically demand full compliance with 
this decree. 

Another fact which fills us with deep concern 
since it may have dangerous consequences for 
the African continent, for peace and interna- 
tional security is the active participation of 
transnational corporations, particularly of 
NATO States, in the armament of South 
Africa, including in the nuclear field. 

The report of the Special Committee Against 
Apartheid contained in document A/AC.115/ 
L.493 provides convincing evidence of this 
collaboration which encompasses research into, 
and the development and delivery of nuclear 
technology and, not least, the exploitation of 
uranium deposits in Namibia. Incidentally, this 
sheds light on South Africa’s illegal claim to 
Walvis Bay which is an unrenouncable part of 
Namibian territory. 

Let me also recall in this connection that South 
Africa as the only non-member country of 
NATO that is associated with that organiza- 
tion’s codification system is a direct receiver 
of weapons and of equipment for their produc- 
tion from international armament trusts and 
States like Israel. 


All this flagrantly violates and undermines the 
arms embargo imposed by the Security Coun- 
cil. As a result, imperialism is assuming an 
ever increasing share in the responsibility for, 
and guilt of the continued practice of the 
policy of apartheid. 

Permit me, Comrade Chairman, to quote in 
this connection what an African statesman said 
in an interview with the daily ‘Frankfurter 
Rundschau” on 10 July 1978: ‘’The western 
countries are supporting South Africa politi- 
cally, economically, culturally, scientifically, 
technologically, and in defense and security 
matters. So, what are we actually expected to 
do? Are we supposed to say ‘thank you’? It 
should be obvious that we condemn what is 
happening in that regard, for, after all, it is 
not only the foe of the black man that is 
getting support there, but rather the foe of all 
mankind. For a genuinely good relationship 
between us it is necessary to put a stop to the 
enormous support of South Africa by western 
countries.” 

This is fully in line with the objectives the 
world organization has set itself for its strug- 
gle for the final elimination of colonialism 
and racism. 

Persuasion is unfit to deter the racist regimes 
from their anti-human actions that are con- 
tradictory to international law. They have to 
be forced to do so. We, therefore, renew our 
demand for a total international political and 
economic boycott which will, at last, also put 
a tight rein on the money-grubbing transna- 
tional corporations. 

In this spirit my country will unswervingly 
continue its anti-imperialist alliance policy 
with the peoples of Namibia, South Africa and 
Zimbabwe and with all other peoples that are 
fighting for their rights and freedom. We re- 
gard this as our contribution to fulfilling the 
tasks the world organization has set itself for 
the struggle against colonialism, racism and 
apartheid. 
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Speech delivered by GDR representative Horst Keilau to the Third 
Committee of the XXXIII session of the UN General Assembly, 
concerning the harmful consequences for the implementation of human 
rights, arising from the granting of political, military, economic 

and other assistance to the colonial regimes in southern Africa 


24 October 1978 


My delegation would like to comment on 
agenda item 76. With great attention we took 
note of the Report by Mr Ahmed M. Khalifa 
on ‘Adverse Consequences for the Enjoyment 
of Human Rights of Political, Military, Eco- 
nomic and other Forms of Assistance Given to 
Colonial and Racist Regimes in Southern 
Africa” (E/CN. 4/Sub. 2/383/Rev.1) and his 
introduction to this item on 17 October. 

We appreciate this Report since it demon- 
strates and substantiates in a detailed manner 
the connection between the massive crimes 
against humanity in southern Africa and the 
assistance rendered by imperialist forces to the 
colonial and racist regimes. The material con- 
tained in this study is an overwhelming proof 
of the kind of assistance given to the colonial 
and racist regimes in southern Africa; it iden- 
tifies those countries which grant such assist- 
ance to the racists or allow their citizens or 
companies to do so and draws attention to the 
adverse consequences such assistance entails 
for the peoples in South Africa, Namibia and 
Zimbabwe. — 

Since the relevant documents are available, 
we are not going into detail to demonstrate 
the extent of the assistance provided to the 
regimes in southern Africa, which—as the 
Report says—ranges from growing capital in- 
vestments, the supply of arms to the delivery 
of nuclear equipment and the training of armed 
forces. 

The number of examples given in the Report 
could be easily enlarged by new facts as were 
made available to the public above all by the 
UN Centre against Apartheid and by material 
provided by non-governmental organizations 
and anti-apartheid movements in western 
European States. 

We would like to concentrate on some aspects 
regarding the adverse consequences for the 
enjoyment of human rights which, we believe, 
hit on the crux of the problem. 
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1. The apartheid regimes are still alive. This, 
Madam Chairman, is certainly a simple state- 
ment. For more than 30 years the United Na- 
tions Organizations has been concerned with 
this matter in various ways. Many resolutions 
were adopted, and thousands of words spoken. 
Again and again apartheid has been denounced 
as one of the worst violations of human rights, 
and its elimination urged. Yet, the apartheid 
system has not ceased to exist. What is more, it 
has—as Mr Khalifa’s Report points out—devel- 
oped and strengthened its economic and mili- 
tary potential by many times over that period. 
The continued existence of these universally 
condemned regimes means day-to-day slavery 
to millions of people, brutal terrorism and 
colonial oppression, hunger, poverty, atrocities 
and murder. These regimes are a negation of 
any human right. 

In the thirtieth year since the Universal De- 
claration of Human Rights was adopted the 
United Nations General Assembly feels still 
bound to deal with the situation in southern 
Africa. The reasons for that are well known. 
Time and again my delegation like many 
others has made observations which are in line 
with those contained in paragraphs 279 and 
280 of the report saying that ‘‘the critical 
situation of human rights in South Africa and 
Namibia reflects and correlates with the 
volume and intensity of assistance accorded to 
the racist regime by certain powers in all 
spheres, political, economic and military’. The 
adverse consequences of this policy practised 
by certain States can be seen so drastically in 
the everyday life as it exists in southern 
Africa. My delegation does not intend to go 
into further detail in regard of this matter. We 
are convinced that the present documentation 
will suffice to prompt the General Assembly to 
urge all States once again to cease any assist- 
ance to the racist regimes and to recommend 
that the Security Council adopt necessary 


measures in conformity with the Charter. In 
other words, it should take action which in 
accordance with the opinion of the great 
majority of UN Member States and pursuant 
to Mr Khalifa’s report is the only way at 
present to eliminate apartheid, racism and 
colonialism in southern Africa. 

This is not a new conclusion. The need for 
such steps has been repeatedly stressed in UN 
resolutions. However, decisions to this effect 
have not been taken yet. And again, the 
reasons are well-known. In his introduction 
Mr Khalifa said that there was a contradic- 
tion between word and deed in the attitude of 
certain States. 

Also in our debate one could hear from the 
States in question that they were against the 
system of apartheid, that they pursued an anti- 
apartheid policy and maintained no coopera- 
tion with the racist regimes in southern 
Africa. However, if they pretend to be against 
apartheid, why then do they resist action the 
sole purpose of which would be the abolition 
of that detestable evil. If they pretend not to 
collaborate with these regimes and not to 
give any assistance to them, why then do they 
resist sanctions. Aren’t they perhaps afraid 
they might lose something what—as is argued 
here—they claim they don’t have? 

“It is obvious”, paragraph 282 of the report 
says, ‘‘that the apparent hesitation of some 
members about Chapter VII of the Charter is 
due to the fear that invoking it would open 
the door to economic sanctions which would 
endanger the huge investments made by some 
countries in racist South Africa’. This is the 
core of the problem and there is nothing to 
add. 

In this context, another aspect mentioned in 
the réport is of interest. In refusing to agree 
to sanctions against the racist regimes it is 
often argued that peaceful solutions would be 
preferable. Apart from the fact that this im- 
plies that measures under article 41 of the 
Charter were of a ‘‘non-peaceful” nature, such 
a position fails to get to the core of the matter. 
And there are certainly reasons for that. Is it 
really a question of whether a _ so-called 
“peaceful” or ‘“‘non-peaceful’ solution in 
southern Africa should be preferred, or is it 
not rather solely the question that the evil of 
apartheid must be eliminated and the inalien- 
able and legitimate rights of the peoples in 
southern Africa must be fully implemented. 


For more than thirty years the United Nations 
has patiently sought to find a solution to the 
problem and to use the language of those 
mentioned above: it has tried to find non- 
violent ways of solution. Has apartheid been 
eliminated and have the inalienable rights of 
the peoples of South Africa, Namibia and 
Zimbabwe been achieved in this way? On the 
contrary, the oppressors of these peoples and 
their backers have disregarded all efforts of 
the international community. They chose to 
extract profit in the millions from the blood 
and misery of those peoples rather than 
guaranteeing elementary human rights. We 
agree to Mr Khalifa’s observations that “a 
mandatory arms embargo, a complete with- 
drawal of economic interests and the severing 
of economic relationships are the minimum 
pressures required to bring about drastic 
change and the withering away of the apart- 
heid system in South Africa. Such measures 
are, after all, a peaceful and a non-violent way 
of combating apartheid”. 


2. Another adverse consequence which has 
also been repeatedly denounced by the United 
Nations is the fact that international peace and 
security are jeopardized by the colonial and 
racist regimes and their military build-up, in 
particular in the nuclear field, a fact that is so 
drastically corroborated by the permanent ag- 
gressions and attacks against Angola, Mozam- 
bique, Botswana, Zambia and other African 
States, as we have seen only recently. As to 
southern Africa the historic truth has been 
confirmed that brutal internal oppression goes 
together with external aggression. It is not 
difficult to see what consequences a further 
escalation of such developments can have for 
the security of African States and for world 
peace. What has been said above on economic 
cooperation with and assistance to the racist 
regimes equally applies to this adverse con- 
sequence. Here too, we agree to the conclusion 
drawn in paragraph 302 of the report which 
points to the relationship between economic, 
cultural, scientific and military cooperation. 


3. Another adverse consequence we would like 
to emphasize is the fact that the resolutions 
and measures of the United Nations against 
the regimes in southern Africa have so far 
remained ineffective. The reasons for that are 
the same as mentioned before. In this context 
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paragraph 208 of the report says: ‘“The United 
Nations has condemned apartheid, has de- 
clared it a crime against humanity and has 
adopted numerous resolutions on the subject. 
It is clear that if those resolutions were im- 
plemented, great progress would be achieved. 
But in practice, some Governments have not 
assumed their share of the responsibility. 
Some countries have demonstrated unparal- 
leled hypocrisy, since while they have con- 
demned the racist regime in international fora, 
they have given it assistance of every kind.” 
In conclusion allow me to sum up that, as has 
been proven here, the adverse consequences 
of assistance given to the colonial and racist 
regimes in southern Africa are, above all, the 
following: 

1. Those regimes are still in existence; 


2. They constitute a threat to international 
peace and security; and 
3. The measures taken so far by the United 
Nations have not yet had the required ef- 
fectiveness. 
This leads us to the sole conclusion that it is 
high time for the United Nations to take ap- 
propriate measures in accordance with its 
Charter in order to implement its resolutions 
and to guarantee that the oppressed peoples 
can exercise their inalienable rights, including 
their right to self-determination, without any 
restriction. And to help attain this aim is a 
task to which my delegation feels deeply com- 
mitted. 


Archives of the Ministry ot Foreign Attairs 
of the GDR 


Speech delivered by GDR representative Willi Schlegel to the 
Third Committee of the XXXIII session of the UN General Assembly, 
concerning the interim review of the UN Decade of Action to Combat 


Racism and Racial Discrimination 


25 October 1978 


The decision to devote the decade 1974-1983 
to the struggle for the eradication of all forms 
of racist subjugation and_ discrimination, 
marks a decisive period of anti-imperialist 
struggle. The interim review makes it clear 
that this struggle for the eradication of racism 
and racial discrimination, for independence 
and self-determination of the peoples, and for 
the implementation of their basic rights has 
brought about great victories. Angola and 
Mozambique are as much a sign of this as 
the fact that the international front of solidar- 
ity with the national liberation movements has 
become a powerful force. 

Five years of the UN Decade of Action to 
Combat Racism and Racial Discrimination also 
provide a clear answer to the question as to 
who are the friends of the fighting peoples 
and who are their foes, who devotes all his 
solidarity and who by open or disguised 
manoeuvres makes it more difficult for them 
to have their just cause succeed. 
Half-way through the Decade of Action we 
can clearly see which of the problems to be 
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solved appear urgent: the situation in southern 
Africa where millions of people are today con- 
fronted with the most cruel forms of racist and 
fascist barbarism, the destiny of the Arab 
population deprived of their rights by Israeli 
aggression, the fate of many patriots who are 
cruelly persecuted because of their determined 
standpoint against racism and oppression, for 
national independence and freedom, and the 
relentless exploitation and oppression of for- 
eign workers and national minorities in impe- 
rialist countries. Much attention must be de- 
voted also to the growing neo-fascist trends in 
some countries. These phenomena must be 
combatted before it is too late. 

At the time when Resolution 3057 (XXVIID 
was adopted in 1973 the German Democratic 
Republic took part in a General Assembly 
session for the first time as an equal member 
of the UNO. Based on its own history, this 
country brought along its experience of what 
the overcoming of the fascist yoke means and 
what international solidarity, help and as- 
sistance are able to bring about. 


Solidarity, rendered particularly by the Soviet 
Union and the other socialist countries, has 
accompanied our development from the very 
beginning. Solidarity for the successful de- 
velopment of other states and peoples is our 
official government policy too and a matter 
of the entire people. This support of all those 
struggling against racism, apartheid and colo- 
nialism determines our activities. 

In this connection I would like to stress once 
more that the GDR does not maintain any 
relations with the racist regimes, that it abides 
strictly by all UN boycott decisions against 
South Africa and Southern Rhodesia and 
strongly favours their effective extension. 

Our partners and friends are the authentic 
national liberation movements of the African 
peoples, the ANC of South Africa, SWAPO 
of Namibia and the Patriotic Front of Zim- 
babwe. We extend our support to them in many 
different forms as we do to young nation 
states which resolutely combine defence against 
attacks from racist states with the effort to find 
solutions for the problems inherited from im- 
perialism in the political, economic and social 
spheres. 

It is with full justification that we are proud 
of the international recognition and trust our 
state has gained through this policy of active 
solidarity. It has developed from the deeply 
humanitarian character of the socialist order 
of society which has no place for racial dis- 
crimination, chauvinism and national hatred 
and has eradicated the social, economic, politi- 
cal and ideological roots for any form of 
racism. 

The citizens of the German Democratic 
Republic are educated to exercise friendship 
with all peoples irrespective of their race or 
religion. Our state does not determine the 
value of a human being according to the colour 
of his skin or his religious belief but by his 
attitude towards a life in peace for all peoples 
and his contribution to social progress. This 
Principle is laid down in the socialist Constitu- 
tion and has become reality in everyday life. 
It was in this sense that the GDR not only 
voted for Resolution 3057 (XXVIII), but con- 
tributed actively to its realization, i.e. “to 
eliminate all racist policies’ and “to put a 
halt to racist regimes”. Various contributions 
to international measures were made under 
the leadership of a committee for the UN De- 
cade of Action to Combat Racism and Racial 


Discrimination and numerous activities were 
developed on a national scale. 

The GDR’s clear-cut political position in sup- 
port of the peoples fighting against racism and 
racial discrimination is linked with a host of 
efforts in the sphere of material solidarity. 
During the first eight months of this year 
alone 30 million marks were donated by the 
public and sent to African countries and 
liberation organizations in the form of food- 
stuffs, clothing, textiles and medical supplies. 
Special attention is paid to the medical treat- 
ment of wounded freedom fighters and more 
than 350 injured people from Africa have thus 
been treated in GDR hospitals since 1977. 
Another essential element of our assistance is 
the training of students. More than 200 pa- 
triots from southern Africa are currently study- 
ing at institutes of higher education and voca- 
tional training centres in this country. 

The GDR considers the elimination of the ra- 
cist regimes in southern Africa to be of crucial 
importance to the anti-racist struggle. Backed 
and encouraged by imperialist states and 
monopolies, the racists are guilty of terrorism 
and of the murder of millions of African people 
and of most serious violations of human rights. 
Through their policy of permanent aggression 
against free African states they have become 
a threat to the whole African continent. 

For this reason too our state warmly welcom- 
ed the decision of the XXXII session of the 
UN General Assembly to declare 1978 ‘In- 
ternational Anti-Apartheid Year’’. Following 
the UN recommendation the GDR government 
adopted a programme of national activities to 
organize events as part of International Anti- 
Apartheid Year. A Government Commission, 
headed by Alfred Neumann, First Deputy 
Chairman of the GDR Council of Ministers, 
was formed to coordinate the various activities. 
For me as the secretary of the commission 
it is an honour to read out to this gathering 
a brief survey of the activities contained in 
this national programme. 

The GDR has made clear its position and re- 
lationship with the fighting peoples through 
declarations at International Days of Solli- 
darity. 

Support for the peoples in southern Africa 
fighting against racism and for national and 
social liberation was demonstrated by a week of 
solidarity in May of this year and many of the 
events taking place during this week provide 
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evidence of the upswing of the solidarity move- 
ment in our country. The same is true of the 
numerous donations coming in from all sec- 
tions of the population, of the bazaars and ad- 
ditional shifts, the profit of which is donated 
to solidarity and benefits the cause of these 
brave peoples. 

Days of solidarity were part of what is called 
student summer of the youth organization this 
year. A campaign among schoolchildren under 
the slogan “Children paint pictures for African 
friends” shows how children and adolescents 
are educated in the spirit of international 
friendship and solidarity. 

Leipzig’s Karl Marx University will host a 
scientific symposium in November 1978 under 
the title ‘“Apartheid—mass violation of human 
rights’. Numerous scientific publications are 
dealing with the same topic. Art exhibitions 
and films showed the firm solidarity of artists 
in the GDR. I would like to lay stress upon 
the exhibition devoted to the struggle against 
racism and apartheid by which the GDR made 
a specific contribution to the World Conference 
Against Racism in Geneva and which was 
to be seen at the UN headquarters in New 
York in September. 

The GDR took an active and constructive part 
in the World Conference against Racism and 
Racial Discrimination. My delegation evaluates 
the results of this conference as an essential 
impulse for the striving of peoples for the 
final eradication of all forms of colonial and 
racial oppression and exploitation. The Geneva 
World Conference showed that the front 
against racism and apartheid has grown 
stronger. The non-participation in and the 


early withdrawal from the conference by the 
imperialist states at the same time provided 
additional evidence of those states’ position, 
to what extent we can rely on their words 
and how their policy is to be evaluated. The 
GDR unreservedly supports the documents ad- 
opted in Geneva which are orientated particul- 
arly towards overcoming racism and apartheid 
in southern Africa through concrete measures. 
The General Secretary of the Central Com- 
mittee of the Socialist Unity Party of Germany 
and Chairman of the Council of State of the 
German Democratic Republic declared in his 
address to the World Conference that the 
“state and people of the GDR will continue 
to do everything in their power to make a 
worthy contribution to the realization of the 
aims of the UN Decade of Action and thus 
to the complete eradication of all forms of 
racist oppression and exploitation throughout 
the world.” 

We consider the eradication of the inhuman 
ideology and practice of racism to be a firm 
component of the struggle of the peoples for 
peace and international security, for demo- 
cracy and social progress. Undoubtedly the 
basic changes in the international balance of 
forces are in favour of those supporting de- 
tente, security, disarmament and economic co- 
operation on the basis of equality and this will 
benefit the struggle against racism. and co- 
lonialism. They create the prerequisites for 
overcoming even the last bastions of racism. 


Archives of the Ministry of Foreign Afttairs 
of the GDR 


From the speech delivered by GDR representative Ambassador 
Dr Harald Rose at the XXXIII session of the UN General Assembly 
on the South African government's apartheid policy 


22 November 1978 


Again, the policies of apartheid in southern 
Africa are under discussion in the plenary 
session of the UN General Assembly. Although 
it will probably not be the last discussions of 
the matter in this forum, there is no doubt 
that the sands of racist rule in southern Africa 


190 


have run out. No one will be able to prevent 
its final liquidation. 

In this final state of the elimination of im- 
perialist and colonialist strongholds in Africa, 
the national liberation movements in South 
Africa, Namibia and Zimbabwe prove to be 


brave champions of the interests of their peo- 
ples. They embody their strength and deter- 
mination to achieve their inalienable right to 
self-determination. They deserve every pos- 
sible moral and material assistance. 

The development in southern Africa calls for 
utmost vigilance. The racist régime will not 
hesitate to inflict more suffering on millions 
of people in order to maintain its domination. 
This must be prevented. Vigilance is also im- 
perative vis-a-vis tactical manoeuvres designed 
to preserve by neo-colonialist methods the 
imperialist bastion of South Africa as a thorn 
in the flesh of the free African continent. 
Thanks to the joint endeavours of all anti- 
colonialist and anti-racist forces, the United 
Nations has made a remarkable contribution 
to unmasking the character of the policy of 
apartheid. The ninth special session of the 
UN General Assembly on the question of 
Namibia and the World Conference to Combat 
Racism and Racial Discrimination have marked 
the road of the peoples in southern Africa to 
freedom. 

Apartheid is the total negation of the rights 
and the dignity of man. It is also the crucial 
element of a power machinery that deprives 
more than 20 million people of their rights 
thus reducing them to mere slave-workers. 
Henchmen of the racist régime have in- 
carcerated thousands of Africans and subject 
them to cruel torture or murder them. 

The policy of apartheid stands for violence, 
oppression and colonialism and constitutes a 
constant threat of aggression and war against 
sovereign African States. While the massacre 
of Kassinga is still unpunished, the world is 
alarmed at new preparations for aggression. 
The facts stated in the letter of the Permanent 
Representative of the People’s Republic of 
Angola to the United Nations, Ambassador 
Figueiredo, dated 7 November1978 (S/1291) 
call for the determination of this Organization 
not to allow any new invasion by the soldiery 
of the racist régime against free Angola. We 
assure the people of Angola that they can al- 
ways rely on the solidarity and assistance of 
the German Democratic Republic. 

A clear understanding of the nature of apart- 
heid will also lead to a logical answer con- 
cerning the means by which it is to be eradi- 
cated. 

Certain quarters constantly talk of a “peaceful 
settlement”. They try to create the impression 


that the consistent champions of an anti- 
apartheid policy would seek a non-peaceful 
solution. The aim of this is to mislead world 
public opinion. 

We have to proceed from the simple and bitter 
truth that a terrorist régime equipped with 
sophisticated weapons wages war against Afri- 
cans, children and women, on the territory 
where it rules, and in neighbouring countries. 
Hence, a peaceful settlement can only begin 
with disarming that régime. And those who 
assist it in various ways, obstruct a peaceful 
settlement. That is the compelling logic re- 
sulting from the real situation. 

What is necessary is to employ such means 
as will have noticeable effects on the régime 
and effectively restrain the policy of apartheid 
until its final elimination. 

The Special Committee against Apartheid has 
submitted its report (Doc. A/33/22). The 
report does not only reflect the broad activi- 
ties of the Committee. It also answers the 
question as to how the United Nations Organi- 
zation should proceed in order to assist the 
national liberation movements in their hard 
struggle. Moral appeals will not suffice. They 
will be disregarded by the régime in the 
same way as the United Nations resolutions 
adopted so far. 

The German Democratic Republic welcomes 
and supports the measures recommended in 
the report. It holds that they should be in- 
cluded in the relevant resolutions of the thirty- 
third session and should serve as a basis for 
decisions on this question by the Security 
Council. It considers that the following de- 
mands should be implemented on a priority 
basis: 


1. It must be ensured that no arms or other 
equipment for military and police forces are 
supplied to the régime in South Africa. Neither 
directly nor indirectly. The arms embargo im- 
posed by the Security Council in resolution 418 
was late. We know the reason why. Now that 
it has been adopted all necessary actions must 
be taken to secure its strict observance. There- 
fore, it is necessary that all indications and 
information of continued supplies to the ré- 
gime of arms and military equipment of any 
kind should be carefully examined, and that 
such supplies should be prevented. This, we 
believe, is a priority task both for the Com- 
mittee set up under resolution 421 and for the 
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UN Special Committee against Apartheid. The 
licences issued already for the development 
and manufacture of arms and equipment must 
be withdrawn. 


2. Any nuclear collaboration with South Africa 
must be terminated at once. This applies to 
the supply of relevant material and equip- 
ment and to the exchange of scientific and 
technical data and of personnel. Whatever may 
be the forms of that nuclear collaboration, 
there is always the possibility and danger that 
it could enable South Africa to manufacture 
nuclear weapons. There can be no justifica- 
tion for that collaboration. Some States which 
otherwise so vigorously support the justified 
demand to prevent the further spread of nu- 
clear weapons forget these principles whenever 
South Africa is concerned. And this despite the 
fact that Pretoria is not a party to the Treaty 
on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons 
and shows no inclination whatsoever to ac- 
cede thereto. So, why is there such an attitude 
towards a régime that has officially been con- 
demned by the Security Council as an aggres- 
sor? 

In its report the Special Committee against 
Apartheid suggests that the Security Council 
should deal with that question and should pro- 
hibit any nuclear collaboration with South Af- 
rica. This is fully in line with the position of 
the German Democratic Republic. 


3. What is necessary are economic sanctions 
against South Africa under Chapter VII of the 
United Nations Charter, in particular an oil 
embargo. This has been clearly reaffirmed 
by the above-mentioned report of the Special 
Committee against Apartheid. Sanctions of 
that kind are imperative, the more so since 
the States concerned have not done anything to 
at least restrict their co-operation with South 
Africa. On the contrary, a real rat race has 
started for the key positions in the exploita- 
tion of labour and natural resources in sou- 
thern Africa. Statistics show record growth 
rates in trade with South Africa. And all that 
has the support of the respective governments. 
Otherwise it would not be possible. 

Although this has been denied by certain 
quarters time and again, there can be no 
doubt that a close connection exists between 
the economic co-operation in various forms 
and the forced military buildup of the racist 
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régime. One has only to look at the wide 
range of products manufactured by subsidiary 
companies of transnational corporations in 
South Africa and at the interlocking with South 
African arms industries to see that connec- 
tion. 

These aspects should, in our view, receive 
greater attention when investigating the 
activities of States and transnational corpora- 
tions in South Africa. 

The argument that economic collaboration had 
a moderating effect on Pretoria merely serves 
as a protective cover for the efforts to ensure 
continued profits for corporations and to es- 
sentially maintain the system of government 
as it exists today. Incidentally, that argument 
is refuted by everyday life. Relying on that col- 
laboration, the régime disregards the resolu- 
tions of the United Nations and further ex- 
pands the terrorist system for the continua- 
tion of the policy of apartheid. 

Another weighty reason for insisting on the 
strict enforcement of the arms embargo and 
on economic sanctions is the situation in 
Southern Rhodesia. In the recent past, the 
Smith régime has repeatedly attacked sover- 
eign States with heavy and_ sophisticated 
weapons, killing many innocent people. The 
brands of those weapons are well-known. The 
absence of a boycott against South Africa and 
the fact that South Africa has received arms 
and licences for their production facilitate the 
gross breach of the embargo imposed on 
Southern Rhodesia. It is necessary to put an 
end to this. 

The United Nations has played an active part 
in the great endeavours aimed at eliminating 
South Africa’s illegal rule in Namibia. Certain 
circles make it their object to create confusion. 
We therefore deem it necessary to declare our 
explicit agreement to the basic demands of the 
ninth special session of the UN General As- 
sembly on the question of Namibia. The key 
need is to ensure, without delay, the com- 
plete and unconditional withdrawal of the 
South African occupation troops. Only then 
can truly free elections be held under the 
supervision and control of the United Na- 
tions. 

The United Nations is being confronted with 
massive attempts to circumvent the implemen- 
tation of these clear-cut demands and to in- 
stall in Namibia a régime that would be ready 
to recognize South Africa’s continued domina- 


tion, to allow its territory, i.e. Namibia, to 
be used also in the future as a marshalling 
area against African States, and to leave the 
door wide open for imperialism to exploit the 
people of Namibia and their natural resources 
by neo-colonialist methods. This purpose is to 
be served by the so-called elections scheduled 
for December. According to recent information, 
the South African rulers have launched a 
campaign of blackmail and terrorism aimed 
at forcing the population to participate in 
those sham elections. Their objective is a so- 
called internal settlement following the pattern 
of Southern Rhodesia. 

Such manoeuvres aggravate the situation and 
impede a solution of the problem. Allegedly 
also some NATO States, that are members 
of the Security Council, have some misgivings 
regarding these elections. But why then did 
they abstain in the vote on the resolution on 
Namibia which was recently adopted? We call 
for the strict implementation of the measures 
laid down in the relevant resolution, if South 
Africa holds the so-called elections in Namibia. 
At a time when determined and joint action 
of States is imperative, no back doors must be 
opened to the régime. And even when high- 
ranking politicians from a number of States 
visit Pretoria, that does not alter the fact that 
the racist régime has no say in the matter. 
Its presence in Namibia is illegal; it must 
completely withdraw from the Territory, in- 
cluding Walvis Bay. 

We consider it essential that the United Na- 
tions, in the interest of its authority, should 
remain faithful to its principles and not allow 
itself to be drawn into the neo-colonialist ma- 
noeuvres around Namibia, and that it should 
closely co-operate with SWAPO as the legiti- 
mate representative of the people of Namibia 
recognized by the United Nations. 

It is indeed gratifying to note that world pu- 
blic opinion, despite all camouflage tactics of 
certain quarters, has condemned ever more 
strongly the policy of apartheid and has em- 
phatically demanded its elimination. Resolute 
measures of the United Nations for the inter- 
national isolation of the régime would certainly 
meet with approval throughout the world. The 
International Anti-Apartheid Year has been 
highly instrumental in consolidating this broad 
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consensus and in intensifying the struggle for 
the right to self-determination and for other 
fundamental rights of the people in South 
Africa. 

Also the German Democratic Republic con- 
tributes to the Year with a range of measures. 
At its session on 13 November this year, the 
GDR Government Commission for the Inter- 
national Anti-Apartheid Year reviewed re- 
levant activities. It underlined the determina- 
tion of the German Democratic Republic to 
consistently pursue its anti-imperialist policy 
of support for the just struggle of the peoples 
of Namibia, South Africa and Zimbabwe also 
in the future. Alfred Neumann, First Deputy 
Chairman of the Council of Ministers, stressed 
in his statement: “‘We demand strict ob- 
servance by all States of the sanctions adopted 
by the United Nations Security Council. We 
call for a comprehensive international political 
and economic boycott against the racist ré- 
gimes, which would place decisive restraints 
also on the profit-oriented practices of trans- 
national corporations.” 

The German Democratic Republic is deepening 
its co-operation with the national liberation 
movements of southern Africa. On the oc- 
casion of the recent visit to the GDR of the 
President of the African National Congress 
of South Africa, Oliver Tambo, a representa- 
tion of that organization was opened in the 
capital of the GDR, Berlin... 

We must not tire in our efforts to mobilize 
world public opinion. It is likely that certain 
circles will increasingly attempt to present 
a change of figures as the beginning of a new 
policy of the régime. Every measure passed off 
as a relaxation of the policy of apartheid al- 
ways proves to be another step towards the 
further perfection of the system of oppression. 
It therefore remains a foremost task for the 
United Nations to disseminate the whole truth 
about the abominable policy of apartheid and 
to clearly state time and again that the elimina- 
tion of that policy cannot be achieved by 
joining the racist rulers in Pretoria but only 
by taking action against them. 


Archives of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
of the GDR 
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Joint declaration on the International Week of Solidarity 
with the Ethiopian Revolution from 23 to 30 November 1978 


23 November 1978* 


At the International Conference of Solidarity 
with the Struggle of the African and Arab 
Peoples against Imperialism and Reaction, 
held in Addis Ababa in September 1978, de- 
legations from 100 countries and 18 interna- 
tional organizations unanimously adopted the 
decision to hold an International Solidarity 
Week in November 1978. 

On the occasion of this Solidarity Week which 
is also observed in the GDR, the GDR Soli- 
darity Committee, the National Council of the 
National Front of the GDR and the Interna- 
tional Friendship League of the GDR convey 
to the Ethiopian people a message of heart- 
felt greetings, friendship, anti-imperialist soli- 
darity and support. 

We extend our sincere sympathy to the work- 
ing people of Socialist Ethiopia which, led by 
the Provisional Military Administrative Coun- 
cil, are carrying out tremendous political and 
socio-economic changes. By means of this Soli- 
darity Week we also pay tribute to the contri- 
bution made by Socialist Ethiopia and its 
revolutionary struggle to national liberation 
and social progress as well as to the strength- 
ening of the progressive anti-imperialist forces 
on the African continent and elsewhere. 
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With great esteem we observe the efforts being 
undertaken by this fraternal country to defend 
the revolutionary achievements as well as the 
sovereignty and territorial integrity of their 
country against continuing imperialist and 
reactionary attacks. Thanks to major efforts, 
the Ethiopian people which has faithful friends 
in the socialist states and among all other pro- 
gressive forces the world over was able to 
frustrate the attempts made by counter-revolu- 
tionary forces inside and outside the country 
to put the clock back in Socialist Ethiopia. 

In keeping with its internationalist policy, the 
GDR has, from the very outset, given its sup- 
port to the Ethiopian people’s revolution. The 
working people of the GDR look upon this 
Solidarity Week with Socialist Ethiopia as an 
occasion to assure the Ethiopian people once 
again of our active anti-imperialist soli- 
darity. 

We wish the Ethiopian people every success 
in its struggle for the establishment of a new 
humane society free from exploitation and op- 
pression. 


Neues Deutschland, 23 November 1978 


Toast proposed by the General Secretary of the Central Committee of the 
Socialist Unity Party of Germany and Chairman of the GDR Council 

of State, Erich Honecker, at the reception given on the occasion of the 
friendship visit paid by the Chairman of the Provisional Military 
Administrative Council, Chairman of the Council of Ministers and 
Commander-in-Chief of the Revolutionary Armed Forces of Socialist 
Ethiopia, Lt-Col. Mengistu Haile Mariam, to the German Democratic 


Republic 


26 November 1978 


With great pleasure I would like to welcome 
you once again, dear Comrade Chairman, and 
all members of your delegation as envoys of 
revolutionary Ethiopia here in our midst. Here 
in our German Democratic Republic you are 
among good friends. Our people are showing 
deep sympathy and active solidarity for your 
struggle for a society free from exploitation 
and oppression. Although our two countries 
are situated on different continents Socialist 
Ethiopia is near and dear to every citizen of 
our country. You, dear Ethiopian comrades, 
will realize this during your visit. 

The Ethiopian people has never in its history, 
so rich in tradition, bowed to colonizers and 
aggressors. We know about its bravery and 
sacrifices in the struggle against fascist aggres- 
sion and tyranny. The heroic people’s revolu- 
tion was a prelude to profound changes in the 
life of your country and this is at the same 
time an encouragement for all progressive 
forces in Africa and throughout the world and 
strengthens them in the struggle to attain their 
just aims. 

Today the people of Ethiopia defends with 
determination and much effort the revolution- 
ary achievements and unity of its homeland 
against the fierce attacks of internal and ex- 
ternal enemies. We are certain that imperial- 
ism and reaction will not succeed in stifling 
the Ethiopian people’s revolution. On the con- 
trary, it will achieve new successes and this will 
be of major importance to the national and 
social liberation of the peoples and to the 
cause of progress. 

The experience of all socialist countries con- 
firms that there are no easy ways in revolution. 
Persevering and determined work is neces- 
sary to safeguard power under the leadership 
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of the revolutionary party and create a state 
that is closely linked to the people. In this way 
it is also possible to overcome the difficult 
heritage of the old exploitative order, reshape 


the economy and raise the living standard of 


the people continuously. You may rest assured 
that the German Democratic Republic will, true 
to its internationalist policies, continue to be a 
reliable comrade-in-arms of the Ethiopian 
Revolution. 

It is with much satisfaction that we are able 
to state that truly friendly relations have 
developed between the German Democratic 
Republic and Socialist Ethiopia since the re- 
volution in your country. Your visit, Comrade 
Mengistu Haile Mariam, will provide new im- 
petus for these relations and the expansion of 
our cooperation for the benefit of both peoples. 
What unites us is the joint aim, namely, to do 
everything for the benefit of the working peo- 
ple, for peace and social progress. 

It goes without saying that anti-imperialist 
solidarity is a principle of socialist state policy 
for us. And we consistently act in line with 
this. We are friends in the sense of having the 
same targets in building a new society and a 
better world free from imperialist exploitation, 
and we are standing side by side against 
common enemies. We actively support the just 
struggle of the peoples of Zimbabwe, Namibia 
and South Africa led by their recognized lib- 
eration organizations, the Patriotic Front, 
SWAPO and the ANC. We resolutely demand 
the immediate granting of the right to self- 
determination to the people of Zimbabwe, full 
independence for Namibia and unconditicnal 
respect for its territorial integrity and the 
abolition of racial discrimination and apartheid 
in South Africa. 
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In contrast we can call the policies of some 
NATO states, as far as southern Africa is con- 
cerned, hardly anything but double-dealing. 
Verbally they take a stand for decolonization 
and dissociate themselves from the policy of 
apartheid that is condemned throughout the 
world. Yet in practice they make one conces- 
sion after the other to the racists, cooperate 
economically and militarily, also in the field 
of nuclear technology and strive to prevent 
international counteraction. 

It was particularly in the most recent time that 
imperialist circles have been intensifying their 
old tactics of whipping up national and tribal 
strife, disuniting states and peoples, setting 
Africans against Africans and Arabs against 
Africans. They are about to change the African 
continent into a new hotbed of tension. 

NATO is openly starting to expand its field of 
operations into Africa. It is its intention to 
knock together military and political pacts as in 
the Red Sea region and so-called Pan-African 
security forces are to be set up under their 
leadership. We fully agree with your assess- 
ment, Comrade Mengistu Haile Mariam, that 
this represents an extremely dangerous plot. 
But today’s Africa is no longer the Africa of 
yesteryear. The forces of progress and na- 
tional independence are successfully fighting 
for peace and social progress, for freedom, 
justice and international cooperation on a 
basis of equality. Changes are appearing on 
the African continent which are greatly in- 
fluenced by the fact that our epoch is marked 
by the transition from capitalism to social- 
ism. 

The African peoples will gain new victories 
in their struggle to overcome the remnants of 
colonialism and the practices of neo-colonial- 
ism. The unity of anti-imperialist forces going 
beyond frontiers and continents is both a re- 
quirement and a guarantee for this. The so- 
cialist states will always reliably support 
them. 

The German Democratic Republic welcomes 
the decisions and activities of the Organiza- 
tion of African Unity and of all African coun- 
tries which take a stand for strengthening 
African unity and cooperation on an anti-im- 
perialist basis and for developing peaceful 
and good-neighbourly relations. This can, of 
course, only be implemented if the principles 
of sovereignty, territorial integrity, non-viola- 
bility of frontiers and non-interference in in- 
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ternal affairs are respected in every way. 

We are of the opinion that a permanent and 
stable peace at the Horn of Africa can only be 
brought about in a way that corresponds to 
the vital interests of the peoples in this region. 
Deviating from the standards fixed in the 
charters of the United Nations and the Organ- 
ization of African Unity means creating new 
tensions and permanent dangers to peace and 
security. 

You have just paid a visit to the great land of 
Lenin and conducted important negotations 
with the leadership of the Communist Party 
of the Soviet Union and the Soviet govern- 
ment, with Comrade Leonid Ilyich Brezhnev 
in Moscow. The conclusion of the Treaty on 
Friendship and Cooperation between the Union 
of Soviet Socialist Republics and Socialist 
Ethiopia forms an important pillar in building 
a new society in your country. We would like 
to congratulate you cordially on this partic- 
ularly significant agreement. 

As you know it was Moscow where the Politi- 
cal Consultative Committee of the Warsaw 
Treaty member states assembled a few days 
ago and took the initiative once again in the 
interests of world peace. The declaration 
adopted at our meeting answers the urgent 
question of the next steps necessary to stop 
the NATO-induced arms race, to bring about 
disarmament and continue détente. These an- 
swers correspond to the vital interests of the 
peoples of Africa, too, and they are of great 
significance in their struggle for freedom, 
independence and progress. 

The fact that we were able to point to signifi- 
cant international changes in favour of détente 
at the Moscow meeting results from the un- 
remitting and consistent struggle of the social- 
ist community, the non-aligned countries and 
all other democratic forces in the world. Yet 
at the same time we should not leave out of 
consideration the fact that influential imperial- 
ist circles are making every effort to thwart, 
halt and reverse this development. On top of 
this the current Peking leadership with its 
hegemonist policy which is a threat to peace 
is in cahoots with the opponents of détente 
and with aggressive imperialist circles. 

Thus the Moscow meeting appealed to all 
countries and peoples to intensify their efforts 
for the permanent safeguarding of peace. 
Above all, constructive measures for disarma- 
ment are necessary for the solution of this 


most pressing task in world politics. It cannot 
be separated from the necessity of eliminating 
the last remnants of colonialism, the policy of 
neo-colonialist exploitation and the roots of 
national and racial oppression within the 
shortest possible time. 

You are paying a visit to the German Demo- 
cratic Republic at a time when the people are 
preparing the 30th anniversary of our socialist 
state of workers and farmers through out- 
standing efforts in all fields. Thanks to the 
creative energy of our people we are making 
good headway in the further shaping of an 
advanced socialist society in terms of the deci- 
sions of the 9th Party Congress of the Social- 
ist Unity Party of Germany. The reliable 
foundation of our successes is the fraternal 
alliance with the Soviet Union and our firm 
entrenchment in the socialist community of 
states. In strengthening our country in all 
spheres we are making our most important 
contribution to the struggle of the peoples for 
social progress and world peace. 

Millions upon millions of fighters are now 
standing for a better future for mankind. In 
future too imperialism will not leave the polit- 


ical arena voluntarily. There will be many a 
hard fight yet against imperialism and its 
treacherous machinations against the interests 
of the peoples. 
But the fact that socialism and the three main 
revolutionary currents of our time which are 
cooperating ever more closely are gaining in 
strength is the decisive pledge for new victo- 
ries in the cause of peace and the progress 
of mankind. 

Let us raise our glasses and drink to 

— the Ethiopian people’s revolution and the 
brave Ethiopian people which has resolutely 
taken the way into a better future, 

— to friendship, solidarity and cooperation be- 
tween our two states and peoples, 

— to the good health and personal well-being 
of the Chairman of the Provisional Military 
Administrative Council and Chairman of 
the Council of Ministers of Socialist Ethio- 
pia, Comrade Mengistu Haile Mariam, 

~ to the well-being of all comrades and friends 
who are present here. 


Neues Deutschland, 27 November 1978 


Speech delivered by GDR representative Gerhard Schroter to the 
Fourth Committee of the XXXIII session of the UN General Assembly, 
concerning the implementation of the UN Declaration on the Granting 
of Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples 


27 November 1978 


Since the foundation of the United Nations 
Organization we have witnessed great changes 
of truly historic dimensions taking place on our 
planet. The imperialist colonial empires have 
broken down under the pressure of the national 
liberation movement. Ever more peoples have 
shed the yoke of colonial and racist oppression 
and exploitation. They are consolidating their 
independence and are adhering firmly to the 
course of self-determination and sovereign 
development. 

The Declaration on the Granting of Indepen- 
dence to Colonial Countries and Peoples 
adopted in 1960 on the initiative of the USSR 
was of enormous importance for the struggle 
of the enslaved peoples. With 18 years having 


passed since the adoption of this declaration, 
the point is to translate its stipulations system- 
atically and completely into practice. All pro- 
gressive forces, the OAU and the non-aligned 
movement, are sparing no efforts to do away, 
once and for all, with the remnants of colo- 
nialism, racism and apartheid. This refers both 
to the dangerous areas of conflict in southern 
Africa as well as to the still considerable 
number of territories the people of which are 
not granted the right to self-determination and 
independence. The process of decolonization 
must not by-pass these territories located in 
the Pacific, Atlantic and Indian Oceans as well 
as in the Caribbean. The peoples of these small 
territories too have a right to independence 
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and self-determination. Their size, historical 
development and geographic location can and 
must not be a reason to deny them their in- 
alienable rights. One frequently comes across 
the argument that the presence of the colonial 
powers in these territories was vital for their 
economic advance. First of all, the colonial 
powers are obliged to make up for the damage 
caused to the oppressed peoples by colonial 
exploitation. Moreover, given national, politi- 
cal and economic self-determination, the peo- 
ples of these territories couid cooperate, on the 
basis of equality and mutual benefit, with 
other states to facilitate peaceful construction 
and tackle their economic and social problems. 
Favourable conditions for this were created by 
the shift in the international balance of forces 
and the process of political détente. 

An increasing number of attemps are being 
made by Western circles to force upon the 
peoples of small territories certain forms and 
orientations for their future development by 
applying means of economic and military 
blackmail. They interfere in the affairs of 
these nations and claim for themselves the 
right to determine these peoples’ socio-eco- 
nomic development. This obviously runs coun- 
ter to the provisions of the UN Charter, the 
Declaration on the Granting of Independence 
to Colonial Countries and Peoples and UN de- 
cisions and resolutions, which are clear and 
unmistakable and cannot be interpreted as one 
likes. The right to independence and self- 
determination applies to all colonially op- 
pressed peoples. Those who in defiance of the 
course of history include these territories in 
their military and strategic plans, maintain 
military bases and seek to sustain the un- 
restricted rule of the international monopolies 
burden themselves with a grave responsibil- 
ity. 

Against all demands of the UN certain circles 
continue to maintain their military bases in 
colonially dependent territories. Document 
A/AC. 109/569 of 24 August 1978 reads: 
“,..the Special Committee deplores that the 
colonial Powers concerned have taken no steps 
to implement the request which the General 
Assembly has repeatedly addressed to them... 
to withdraw immediately and unconditionally 
their military bases and installations and to 
refrain from establishing new ones.” 

The UN General Assembly in its resolutions 
has repeatedly stated that these bases repre- 
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sent an obstacle to implementing the Declara- 
tion and pressing ahead with the process of 
completely eliminating the remnants of colo- 
nialism and racism and that it strictly con- 
demns their further maintenance. The GDR 
takes a decided stand against the existence of 
military bases being accepted as a prerequisite 
for the economic development of the colonially 
dependent territories. Their peoples are be- 
coming increasingly aware of the dangers 
emanating from the foreign military bases 
situated on their territories. They do not want 
to be drawn into military adventures which 
might lead to disastrous consequences for their 
countries. 

In most of these territories the international 
monopolies exercise almost unrestricted con- 
trol. They are trying to make sure that even 
after the achievement of independence they 
will be able to continue their practices of neo- 
colonialist exploitation. This is a blatant in- 
fringement of the UN resolutions as well as of 
the demand for the establishment of a just 
international economic order. The resolution 
recently adopted with regard to the ‘Activities 
of foreign economic and other interests” de- 
nounces these shameful practices not for the 
first time. The inalienable right of these peo- 
ples to independence and self-determination 
includes the right to exercise control over their 
natural wealth. States and monopolies which 
ignore this right and subordinate it to their 
own economic and political interests violate 
the stipulations of the UN Charter and hamper 
the implementation of the Declaration on the 
Granting of Independence to Colonial Coun- 
tries and Peoples. 

The GDR resolutely opposes the undermining 
of the aims and stipulations enshrined in the 
UN Charter and the Declaration and this ap- 
plies also to the only still existing trusteeship 
territory, the Pacific Islands. The policy being 
pursued by the trustee power is obviously 
aimed at perpetuating its rule over this ter- 
ritory. Violating the unity and territorial inte- 
grity of Micronesia and ignoring the obliga- 
tions of a trustee state, attempts are being 
made to concoct so-called political unions and 
free associations, so as to prevent the Microne- 
sian people from exerting their right to self- 
determination and independence. 

According to the principles of its policy, the 
GDR takes an uncompromising stand for the 
complete elimination of colonial and racist ex- 


ploitation and oppression in whatever form 
and place they may occur. We extend our soli- 
darity to the peoples struggling for the im- 
plementation of their legitimate rights. The 
comprehensive realization of the right to inde- 
pendence and self-determination would be a 


major contribution to the further consolidation 
of peace and international security. 


Archives of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
of the GDR 


Declaration on the principles of friendship and cooperation between 
the German Democratic Republic and Socialist Ethiopia 


29 November 1978 


The GDR and Socialist Ethiopia reaffirm the 
close bonds of friendship, fruitful cooperation 
and anti-imperialist solidarity which have de- 
veloped between them. 

They are convinced that the further develop- 
ment and the strengthening of friendly rela- 
tions and all-round cooperation between the 
two states correspond with the basic interests 
of their peoples and enhance peace and secu- 
rity throughout the world. 

Both sides believe that unity of action and 
solidarity between the states of the socialist 
community and all anti-imperialist and anti- 
colonialist states and forces are of overriding 
importance for the successful struggle of 
peoples for peace and social progress, freedom 
and independence and against imperialism and 
reaction, colonialism, neo-colonialism, apart- 
heid and racism in all their forms and mani- 
festations. 

They recognize the sacred right of states and 
peoples to resist imperialist aggression, to 
struggle by every means for national and social 
liberation, to free themselves from the fetters 
of colonialism and to determine their destiny 
by themselves. 

The GDR and Socialist Ethiopia affirm their 
will to make an active contribution towards 
consolidating and deepening international dé- 
tente and gaining acceptance for comprehen- 
sive and real measures of disarmament. 

The German Democratic Republic and Socialist 
Ethiopia reiterate their determination at all 
times to guard and strengthen the close ties 
of friendship and solidarity that exist between 
their states and peoples, and to develop their 
cooperation in the mutual interest. They de- 
clare that they will base their relations of 


friendship and all-round cooperation in the 
political, economic, cultural and other fields 
on the following principles: 

They will be guided by the Charter of the 
United Nations and will shape and expand their 
mutual relations on the basis of the principles 
of sovereign equality of states, territorial in- 
tegrity, inviolability of frontiers, equality of 
rights, and non-interference in internal af- 
fairs. 

The German Democratic Republic and Social- 
ist Ethiopia will develop further and deepen 
their cooperation in the political field. They 
will encourage cooperation and direct contacts 
between governmental bodies of the two coun- 
tries and will promote exchanges of informa- 
tion about the life, work, experience and gains 
of the peoples of the two states. 

Both sides will make efforts to extend the 
scope of their mutual cooperation in the areas 
of economics, trade, science and technology, 
culture, education, and sports. They attach 
great importance to all-round cooperation on 
the basis of equality, mutual benefit, and most- 
favoured-nation treatment. 

The German Democratic Republic and Socialist 
Ethiopia will continue to work actively for the 
strengthening of international peace and se- 
curity and for deepening and extending inter- 
national détente. They will resolutely work 
for the cessation of the arms race and for 
general and complete disarmament, including 
nuclear disarmament, under effective inter- 
national control. 

Both sides will continue to stand firmly toge- 
ther in the struggle against the forces of im- 
perialism, for the eradication of all vestiges 
of colonialism, against neo-colonialism, racism 
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and apartheid, and for the restructuring, of 
international economic relations on a just and 
democratic basis. 

They will contribute their best efforts to the 
full implementation of the United Nations De- 
claration on the Granting of Independence to 
Colonial Countries and Peoples and maintain 
solidarity with all peoples and states struggling 
for their freedom, independence, sovereignty, 
and social progress. 

The GDR and Socialist Ethiopia will continue 
supporting the United Nations and the en- 


hancement of its effectiveness in strengthening 
international peace and security, on the basis 
of strict respect for its Charter. 

Both sides regard the non-aligned movement as 
an important factor in the development and 
strengthening of international cooperation and 
in safeguarding peace. 

The GDR and Socialist Ethiopia will hold 
periodic consultations to intensify and broaden 
their mutual cooperation. 


Foreign Attairs Bulletin No. 35, 19 December 1978 


Joint communiqué on the friendship visit paid by the Chairman 

of the Provisional Military Administrative Council, Chairman of the 
Council of Ministers and Commander-in-Chief of the Revolutionary 
Armed Forces of Socialist Ethiopia, Lt-Col. Mengistu Haile Mariam, 


to the German Democratic Republic 


29 November 1978 


At the invitation of the General Secretary of 
the Central Committee of the Socialist Unity 
Party of Germany and Chairman of the Council 
of State of the German Democratic Republic, 
Comrade Erich Honecker, the Chairman of the 
Provisional Military Administrative Council, 
Chairman of the Council of Ministers and 
Commander-in-Chief of the Revolutionary 
Army of Socialist Ethiopia, Comrade Lieute- 
nant-Colonel Mengistu Haile Mariam, paid a 
friendship visit to the German Democratic Re- 
public from 26 to 29 November 1978. 

Comrade Erich Honecker and Comrade Men- 
gistu Haile Mariam held a wide-ranging ex- 
change of views and experience on the policies 
and the development of their states, conferred 
at length on the international situation, and 
discussed the further shaping of the friendly 
relations of anti-imperialist solidarity existing 
between the German Democratic Republic and 
Socialist Ethiopia. They noted with satisfac- 
tion that they hold identical views on all im- 
portant questions of the international situa- 
tion. 

Talks were also held between: 

the member of the Political Bureau and Secret- 
ary of the Central Committee of the Socialist 
Unity Party of Germany, Hermann Axen, and 
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the member of the Standing Committee of the 
Provisional Military Administrative Council, 
Lieutenant-Colonel Berhanu Bayeh; 

the member of the Political Bureau and Se- 
cretary of the Central Committee of the Social- 
ist Unity Party of Germany, Guenter Mittag, 
and the member of the Standing Committee 
of the Provisional Military Administrative 
Council, Lieutenant Gesesse Wolde Kidan; and 
between 

the member of the Central Committee of the 
Socialist Unity Party of Germany and Minister 
of Foreign Affairs of the German Democratic 
Republic, Oskar Fischer, and the Minister of 
Foreign Affairs of Socialist Ethiopia, Dr. Fe- 
leke Gedle Ghiorgis. 

Delegations of experts of the two states con- 
ducted negotiations on bilateral cooperation. 
The distinguished guest and his party visited 
Magdeburg County. Comrade Mengistu Haile 
Mariam made a statement at a rally with work- 
ing people of the nationally-owned Schoene- 
beck tractor factory, which was a demonstra- 
tion of anti-imperialist solidarity with Socialist 
Ethiopia and all peoples struggling for na- 
tional and social liberation. 

The Ethiopian guests visited the Gross Rosen- 
burg agricultural production cooperative and 


had cordial conversations with cooperative 
farmers. 

In the course of a friendly meeting with the 
President of the Solidarity Committee of the 
German Democratic Republic, Kurt Seibt, and 
representatives of public organizations of the 
German Democratic Republic, the Ethiopian 
Head of State was handed a letter concerning 
another major solidarity operation financed by. 
donations from working people. 

The General Secretary of the Central Commit- 
tee of the Socialist Unity Party of Germany and 
Chairman of the Council of State of the German 
Democratic Republic, Comrade Erich Ho- 
necker, and the Chairman of the Provisional 
Military Administrative Council, Chairman of 
the Council of Ministers and Commander-in- 
Chief of the Revolutionary Army of Socialist 
Ethiopia, Comrade Mengistu Haile Mariam, 
signed a Declaration on the Principles of 
Friendship and Cooperation between the Ger- 
man Democratic Republic and Socialist Ethio- 
pia. 

The member of the Political Bureau and Secret- 
ary of the Central Committee of the Socialist 
Unity Party of Germany, Guenter Mittag, and 
the member of the Standing Committee of the 
Provisional Military Administrative Council, 
Gesesse Wolde Kidan, signed a protocol on the 
further development of economic cooperation 
between the German Democratic Republic and 
Socialist Ethiopia. 

Comrade Mengistu Haile Mariam laid a wreath 
at the Memorial to the Victims of Fascism and 
Militarism in the capital of the German De- 
mocratic Republic, Berlin. He visited the state 
frontier of the German Democratic Republic 
at the Brandenburg Gate. 


I 

The German Democratic Republic and Socialist 
Ethiopia, proceeding from their common views 
of the basic international issues of our time, 
will further step up their joint efforts for the 
cause of peace, social progress and national 
liberation of peoples under colonial rule. 
Comrade Erich Honecker and Comrade Men- 
gistu Haile Mariam hail the major victories 
already won by the peoples in the struggle 
against imperialism and colonialism and for 
freedom, independence and social progress. As 
a result of these, the international situation has 
continued to develop in favour of socialism, 
peace, national independence and progress. 


Both sides state their resolve to do everything 
to ensure that détente be extended to all re- 
gions of the globe and made irreversible. In 
doing so, they will, at the same time, pro- 
mote the cause of social and national libera- 
tion of peoples oppressed and exploited by 
colonialism and neo-colonialism. 

They vigorously reject the attempts of im- 
perialist powers to interfere in the affairs of 
other sovereign states under the pretext of 
championing human rights, only to distract 
attention from unresolved problems of their 
own. They declare that man’s most important 
right is his right to live in peace, freedom 
and dignity and free from capitalist exploi- 
tation and colonialist or racist oppression. 
Both sides expressed the determination of their 
states to work for greater unity of all peace- 
loving and anti-imperialist forces in the world. 
They view still closer interaction among these 
forces as essential for obtaining new successes 
in the struggle to safeguard international 
peace, détente and national independence. 
Both sides declare that they will continue to 
make every effort to work resolutely against 
the policy of imperialism and notably that of 
NATO, which is definitely contradictory to 
the peoples’ basic interests, as it seeks to ob- 
struct the process of détente, to throw the 
world back into the cold war and to per- 
petuate exploitative relationships interna- 
tionally. They strongly condemn the course 
which the aggressive imperialist and reaction- 
ary circles are pursuing in an effort to step 
up the arms race, to aggravate international 
tensions, to undermine national liberation 
movements, and to destabilize progressive 
states. 

The German Democratic Republic and Socialist 
Ethiopia hold that political détente should be 
bolstered by concrete measures of military 
détente. They believe that real disarmament 
measures will not only lessen the danger of 
war, but also release substantial resources for 
the social, economic and cultural development 
of the peoples, particularly in Africa, Asia and 
Latin America. They therefore support the 
initiatives for peace and disarmament which 
the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics has 
taken, and will resolutely work for their 
realization. 

Both sides call for the prohibition of the 
manufacture of all types of nuclear weapons 
and of the development and production of 
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new types and new systems of means of mass 
destruction, such as the neutron weapon. They 
urge a comprehensive and general ban on 
nuclear weapon tests. They come out in sup- 
port of non-proliferation of nuclear weapons 
and endorse the idea of concluding a world- 
wide treaty on the non-use of force in inter- 
national relations and a convention on the 
strengthening of guarantees of the security 
of non-nuclear states. They valued the Special 
Session of the United Nations General As- 
sembly devoted to Disarmament as an im- 
portant step on the road to a world disarma- 
ment conference. 

The German Democratic Republic and Socialist 
Ethiopia subscribe to all efforts designed to 
enhance the role of the United Nations in 
strengthening international peace and security, 
in gaining acceptance for the principles of 
peaceful coexistence between states having dif- 
ferent social systems, and in _ eradicating 
colonialism, racism and apartheid. 

Comrade Erich Honecker and Comrade Men- 
gistu Haile Mariam agreed that the principles 
of international law embodied in the Final 
Act of Helsinki, which fully apply also to the 
relations between the GDR and the FRG, con- 
stitute a firm and binding foundation to be 
adhered to in the further improvement of 
the political climate in Europe. They spoke 
out for strict observance of the Quadripartite 
Agreement on West Berlin. 


II 

The German Democratic Republic and Socialist 
Ethiopia reaffirm their determination to 
strengthen and broaden the alliance between 
the forces of socialism and those struggling 
for political and socio-economic emancipation. 
Holding the common view that the states of the 
socialist community are the natural allies of the 
oppressed and exploited peoples, both sides 
make persistent efforts for a closer anti- 
imperialist and anti-colonialist cooperation be- 
tween the states of the socialist community 
and the peoples of Africa, Asia and Latin 
America. 

Comrade Erich Honecker and Comrade Men- 
gistu Haile Mariam note with satisfaction that 
the hard struggle the peoples of Africa have 
waged over many decades has resulted in 
historically significant political and _ social 
changes on their continent. In this connection 
they underscore the need for intensified efforts 
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by all anti-imperialist and progressive forces 
to ward off the counter-attacks at present being 
launched by imperialism in an attempt to re- 
store colonial domination over the African 
peoples and to continue exploiting the latters’ 
rich natural resources. 

Both sides urge an end to the exploitation 
of the African peoples and their natural wealth 
by imperialist transnational corporations and 
capitalist countries. They reaffirm the legiti- 
mate right of all states to sovereign control 
over their natural resources. 

The heads of the two delegations strongly 
condemned the increasing attempts by NATO 
states at interference in the internal affairs 
of African states. These attempts are designed 
to arrest and reverse the process of national 
and social liberation and pose a threat to 
international peace and security. They declared 
that attempts by these states to divide Africa 
constitute a grave threat to the unity and 
solidarity of the peoples of the African con- 
tinent in their struggle against imperialism, 
colonialism and racism. In this connection 
they praised the important role played by the 
Organization of African Unity. 

Both sides came out in favour of the earliest 
establishment of a lasting peace in the Horn 
of Africa, which must be based on the prin- 
ciples of mutual respect for sovereignty, ter- 
ritorial integrity, inviolability of frontiers and 
non-interference in the internal affairs of states 
in conformity with the purposes and principles 
of the Charters of the United Nations and the 
OAU and the relevant decisions of the OAU as 
well as on renunciation of territorial claims. 
They emphasized that the establishment of 
friendly and good-neighbourly relations be- 
tween the countries of the Horn of Africa 
is in the interests of the progressive develop- 
ment of all the states of the area. The Ger- 
man Democratic Republic supports the strug- 
gle of the Ethiopian people, which is aimed 
at ensuring the observance of the principles 
mentioned above. 

The German Democratic Republic and Socialist 
Ethiopia come out in favour of transforming 
the Red Sea region into a zone of peace and 
of developing and strengthening relations 
among all the coastal states on the basis of 
good-neighbourliness and non-interference in 
the internal affairs of these states. They vis- 
orously condemn the intrigues of imperialist 
and reactionary forces to create the so-called 


“Red Sea Security Pact” to the detriment of 
the rights and interests of the coastal states, 
in particular those of Ethiopia, as well as 
the interests of international maritime naviga- 
tion. 

The German Democratic Republic and Socialist 
Ethiopia express their solidarity with the 
legitimate struggle of the People’s Democratic 
Republic of Yemen to defend the achievements 
of its popular revolution and strongly con- 
demn all imperialist and reactionary conspir- 
acies directed against it. 

Both sides reaffirm solidarity with, and total 
support for, the legitimate struggle being 
waged by the liberation movements in Zim- 
babwe and Namibia, by the Patriotic Front 
and the South West Africa People’s Organiza- 
tion respectively. While condemning im- 
perialist manoeuvres against Zimbabwe and 
Namibia, they call for the immediate transfer 
of power to the peoples of Zimbabwe and 
Namibia. They state their solidarity with the 
people of South Africa, who, under difficult 
conditions, are waging a sacrificing struggle 
against the regime of apartheid in South 
Africa, and they strongly condemn the con- 
tinued collaboration of imperialist states with 
the racist regime in violation of UN and OAU 
decisions and resolutions. They most strongly 
condemn the provocative acts of aggression 
by South Africa against Angola, Mozambique, 
Zambia, and Botswana. 


III 

Comrade Erich Honecker and Comrade Men- 
gistu Haile Mariam reaffirmed the determina- 
tion of their states to be active to eliminate 
hotbeds of international conflict and ten- 
sion. In this respect they attach special im- 
portance to the settlement of the Middle East 
conflict. 

Both sides condemn Israel’s continuing aggres- 
sion against the Arab states and peoples. They 
urge the complete withdrawal of the Israeli 
troops from all Arab territories occupied in 
1967, and demand the realization of the legiti- 
mate rights of the Arab people of Palestine, in- 
cluding their right to establish a state of 
their own, and the guarantee of the right 
of all states of the region to independent ex- 
istence and security. In their opinion collective 
efforts by all interested parties, including the 
PLO, the sole legitimate representative of the 
Arab people of Palestine, within the frame- 


work of the Geneva Peace Conference are the 
appropriate way to achieve a settlement of the 
Middle East conflict. 

Both sides restate their view that the policy 
of separate deals does not eliminate the causes 
of that focus of tension, making a comprehen- 
sive peace settlement in the area more difficult. 
They look upon that policy of separate deals 
as a danger for the peoples of the Middle 
East and the whole African continent. 

The German Democratic Republic and Socialist 
Ethiopia welcome and support all moves by 
the peoples in the Middle East designed to 
rebuff the policy of separate deals and to 
create unity of action against the plot of im- 
perialism and reaction in the region. Both 
sides express support for the decisions adopt- 
ed at the Baghdad Conference of Arab Heads 
of State and Government, rejecting the policy 
of separate deals inspired by the United States 
as reflected in the so-called Camp David 
agreement. 

Both sides affirmed the active solidarity of the 
German Democratic Republic and Socialist 
Ethiopia with the people of the Socialist Re- 
public of Vietnam in their just struggle for the 
defence of their country’s sovereignty. They re- 
solutely condemned the attacks against the 
heroic Vietnamese people. 

Both sides denounced the Peking leaders’ col- 
lusion with imperialism, which is directed 
against peace and the security of progressive 
independent states and genuine national libera- 
tion movements. 

The heads of the two delegations appreciate 
the positive contribution of the non-aligned 
movement in the struggle for peace, security 
and international cooperation based on its 
anti-imperialist and anti-colonialist stand. They 
condemn the attempts by imperialist and re- 
actionary forces to weaken and split this 
movement. 

Both sides call for appropriate measures to 
extend political and military détente to the 
region of the Indian Ocean. In this connec- 
tion they urge that the Indian Ocean be a zone 
of peace. 

Both sides are committed to the re-structuring 
of international economic relations on a de- 
mocratic basis, free from exploitation, dis- 
crimination and inequality. They emphasize 
the need for the eradication of the vestiges 
of colonialism and the elimination of neo- 
colonialism also in the economic sphere. 
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IV 

The General Secretary of the Centra] Comit- 
tee of the Socialist Unity Party of Germany 
and Chairman of the Council of State of the 
German Democratic Republic, Erich Honecker, 
and the Chairman of the Provisional Military 
Administrative Council, Chairman of the 
Council of Ministers and Commander-in-Chief 
of the Revolutionary Army of Socialist Ethio- 
pia, Lieutenant-Colonel Mengistu Haile Ma- 
riam, record their satisfaction at the cordial 
and friendly talks, which will be instrumental 
in further strengthening the relations between 
the two peoples and states. They appraise the 
Friendship Visit of the Chairman of the Pro- 
visional Military Administrative Council, 
Chairman of the Council of Ministers and 
Commander-in-Chief of the Revolutionary 
Army of Socialist Ethiopia, Lieutenant-Colonel 
Mengistu Haile Mariam, to the German 
Democratic Republic as a landmark in the 
positive development of relations between the 
two countries. At the same time, this visit is 
a contribution on the part of the German 
Democratic Republic and Socialist Ethiopia 
towards strengthening the common struggle of 
the states of the socialist community and the 
progressive forces in Africa. 

During his meetings with Comrade Mengistu 
Haile Mariam, Comrade Erich Honecker em- 
phasized the importance of the national-de- 
mocratic revolution in Ethiopia for the struggle 
of peoples for national liberation and social 
progress. He commended the achievements of 
the Ethiopian people, who, under the leader- 
ship of the Provisional Military Administrative 
Council, are carrying out sweeping political 
and socio-economic transformations. Comrade 
Erich Honecker voiced high appreciation for 
the Ethiopian people’s heroic struggle for the 
defence of the revolution and their country’s 
sovereignty and territorial integrity against the 
onslaughts of imperialism and reaction. He 
noted that the efforts being made by the work- 
ing people of Ethiopia in carrying out a 
campaign to strengthen the national economy 
could constitute a major factor for the consoli- 
dation of the revolution. 

Comrade Mengistu Haile Mariam lauded the 
significant successes scored by the people of 
the German Democratic Republic in imple- 
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menting the programme adopted at the Ninth 
Congress of the Socialist Unity Party of Ger- 
many for the further shaping of the advanced 
socialist society. He expressed high regard for 
the German Democratic Republic’s active and 
principled policy in favour of strengthening 
peace, international détente and disarmament, 
and for its anti-imperialist solidarity with all 
peoples struggling for national and social 
liberation. Comrade Mengistu Haile Mariam 
expressed sincere thanks to the party and state 
leadership and the people of the German 
Democratic Republic for the solidarity and 
assistance provided to the Ethiopian revolu- 
tion. 

Comrade Erich Honecker and Comrade Men- 
gistu Haile Mariam recorded deep satisfaction 
at the successful development of the relations 
between the German Democratic Republic and 
Socialist Ethiopia to date. Talks and meetings 
with working people of the socialist German 
Democratic Republic reaffirmed the common 
political interests and goals in the struggle for 
peace and social progress and against im- 
perialism, colonialism, racism and apartheid 
as a stable basis for the further development 
of relations between the two states. Both sides 
underlined the importance of a stable pattern 
of long-term economic cooperation for the 
development of the overall mutual relations. 
They took a positive view of the performance 
of the Joint Economic Committee German De- 
mocratic Republic/Socialist Ethiopia. 

The Chairman of the Provisional Military Ad- 
ministrative Council, Chairman of the Coun- 
cil of Ministers and Commander-in-Chief of 
the Revolutionary Army of Socialist Ethiopia, 
Comrade Lieutenant-Colonel Mengistu Haile 
Mariam, expressed his gratitude for the cor- 
dial reception and generous hospitality ac- 
corded to him and his party during his stay 
in the German Democratic Republic. He ex- 
tended an. invitation to the General Secretary 
of the Central Committee of the Socialist Unity 
Party of Germany and Chairman of the Coun- 
cil of State of the German Democratic Repub- 
lic, Comrade Erich Honecker, to pay an of- 
ficial friendship visit to Socialist Ethiopia. 
The invitation was accepted with thanks. 


Foreign Affairs Bulletin No. 35, 19 December 1978 


Speech delivered by the General Secretary of the Central Committee 
of the Socialist Unity Party of Germany and Chairman of the 

GDR Council of State, Erich Honecker, at the reception given for the 
representatives of national friendship societies in Berlin 


4 December 1978 


It gives me great pleasure to welcome you, 
representatives of national friendship societies, 
as our guests here in Berlin. You have come 
from all continents to the capital of the Ger- 
man Democratic Republic to discuss your con- 
tribution to the key issue of our day-—steps 
towards the further consolidation of peace. 

I am certainly right in assuming that you are 
taking a special interest in the proposals which 
the Political Consultative Committee of the 
Warsaw Treaty countries at its recent session 
in Moscow put before the states and peoples 
of the world. 

The results of this meeting, and notably the 
Declaration issued by it, show what is the most 
constructive and realistic path in pursuing 
further progress in the cause of peace and 
détente, the ending of the arms race and in 
the cause of disarmament. Anyone who wants 
peace and is prepared to do his fair share to 
ensure it can see for himself that the socialist 
community is a dependable ally in this en- 
deavour. He can see that the views of our com- 
munity about this vital issue of world politics 
are in agreement with what the peoples of the 
world desire so deeply and demand so vigor- 
ously. 

Our state and our people have the highest re- 
gard for the work of the national friendship 
societies, for their active contribution to the 
world-wide efforts for cooperation among 
peoples. In reaffirming in your address to the 
people of the GDR that you will continue to 
work for peace and progress with all your 
might, you are spelling out the decisive condi- 
tions for such cooperation to flourish. 

Let me tell you that we regard this approach as 
fully in line with the great responsibilities and 
growing possibilities with which large sections 
of public opinion are confronted in cham- 
Pioning the cause of peace. 

The most aggressive imperialist quarters leave 
no stone unturned to sow discord among the 
peoples of the world and to embroil them in 
strife and conflicts. In contrast, you and the 


organizations you represent are upholding the 
banner of international friendship. While these 
imperialists heap abuse on the socialist coun- 
tries you disseminate the truth about the poli- 
cies and achievements of socialism. While 
these imperialists are fomenting new tensions, 
raising the spectre of a new world war, you are 
committed to the expansion of relations on the 
basis of peaceful coexistence, to a lasting 
guarantee of peace and to détente. Communists 
and liberals, atheists and Christians, people 
of various political outlooks, are equally 
pledged to the humanistic aims of peace, pro- 
gress and international friendship. 

It is, therefore, hardly surprising that re- 
presentatives of all democratic parties and of 
all sections of the population cooperate in the 
national friendship societies. Everyone who 
wants to help build a peaceful world can and 
must espouse the noble ideal of friendship 
among the peoples of the world. 

Our socialist German Democratic Republic, as 
is common knowledge, is one of those states 
which consider it the foremost task of their 
foreign policy to make an energetic contribu- 
tion to the consolidation of world peace, the 
normalization of international relations and 
fruitful cooperation among peoples and states. 
We look upon peace and international friend- 
ship as two sides of the same coin. They are 
closely related to the development of the Ger- 
man Democratic Republic which is celebrating 
the 30th anniversary of its founding next 
year. 

Reviewing this positive development we can 
say that the chance offered by the liberation of 
the peoples previously under the heel of Hit- 
ler’s fascism, has been seized and used to the 
best advantage. We have drawn all the lessons 
from history. 

In the heart of Europe, along the dividing line 
between socialism and imperialism, there 
exists a state of workers and farmers that has 
extirpated all that is reactionary, and has em- 
braced the cause of progress. There is no basis 
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here whatever for neo-Nazism or chauvinism, 
for expansionist or aggressive designs. On the 
contrary, it is very evident that the formation 
of the German Democratic Republic marked a 
turning-point in the history of the German 
people, a turning-point in the history of Eu- 
rope. 

What we have achieved in three decades is the 
result of strenuous work by our people, of a 
creativity released and multiplied by the exis- 
tence of a socialist society. It has been made 
possible by the fraternal aid given by the So- 
viet Union, the other countries of the socialist 
community and, last but not least, the solidar- 
ity shown by many friends of the German 
Democratic Republic throughout the world. 
After 8 May 1945 we did a very thorough job 
clearing out all Nazi and militarist elements 
from the administration, the judiciary, the 
school system and the police, indeed from all 
key positions of public life. 

Ever since, not one of Hitler’s followers has 
been able to poison the minds of the younger 
generation. Not one of Hitler’s judges was 
allowed to assume a post of responsibility in 
our new state and to disguise himself as a 
democrat. Not one of the leaders of Hitler's 
war economy was left in control of the eco- 
nomy. And now, as then, no one in this coun- 
try is permitted to minimize the crimes of 
fascism or to foster a neo-Nazi cult. 

The Constitution of the German Democratic 
Republic contains the provision that militarist 
and revanchist propaganda in whatever form, 
warmongering, and manifestations of religious, 


racial and national hatred shall be punishable. 


as crimes. This constitutional principle is being 
implemented in practice without qualification. 
Since German fascism and militarism had 
plunged the nations of the world into an abyss 
of misery and death, there could only be one 
conclusion: to destroy it, root and branch. And 
this is what we have done. 

In transforming our country on revolutionary 
lines we faced enormous difficulties—a legacy 
of fascism—and much hostility from the forces 
bent on putting the clock back again. But the 
antifascist and democratic revolution, and the 
establishment of a new, socialist order of so- 
ciety, turned out to be successful. It should 
be reassured for other peoples to know that 
the first socialist German state is pledged to 
peace and staunchly committed to a peaceful 
future for mankind. 
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Since the 1970s we have been building an ad- 
vanced socialist society in this country. This is 
an awesome task calling for a large amount of 
creative effort. The problems arising in the 
process of its accomplishment are marked by 
the fact that this is an evolving society moving 
in the direction of progress, a society not rent 
by irrevocable class interests but one in which 
all classes and strata are taking part in the 
common cause of building socialism. 

Relying on the political, economic and cultural 
results we have been able to attain and with 
which you are familiar—conversant as you are 
with developments in the German Democratic 
Republic—-we are facing the future with con- 
fidence. It is our endeavour to make still better 
use of the advantages inherent in the socialist 
system. We are consistently putting into prac- 
tice our policy of raising the material and cul- 
tural level of the people, by creating all the 
necessary conditions, and, most important, in- 
creasing our economic potential. 

Certain quarters in the western world have 
from the outset looked upon the German Dem- 
ocratic Republic as a challenge. Throughout all 
these years they have not given up their at- 
tempts to put obstacles in our way and to 
interfere in our internal affairs. But it has all 
been to no avail. Socialism in this country is 
growing stronger and stronger. Not only is. the 
German Democratic Republic witnessing a 
dynamic and steady development for the bene- 
fit of the people, it is also recognized on a 
world scale, playing its full part in interna- 
tional affairs. 

Thus it is even better equipped to serve the 
interests which the national friendship socie- 
ties, too, see as their own. We hold that, his- 
torically speaking, your societies deserve much 
credit for the efforts they have made out of a 
profound awareness of their national interest 
to help lay the safe foundations for friendship 
among peoples and for fruitful cooperation 
wherever imperialism is out to sow hostility 
and discord. Whatever we are doing and plan- 
ning, our basic consideration is that we must 
and will succeed in preserving world peace. 
Peace and security are indispensable if man- 
kind is to live in happiness. And since the 
happiness and well-being of the people are so- 
Cialism’s supreme goal, the socialist countries 
are to be found in the forefront of the struggle 
for a peaceful world. Our people want peace 
for themselves and for all nations of the world. 


We do not threaten anyone, but offer our hand 
in friendship, ready to cooperate. 

I should like to congratulate you warmly on 
the results of your two days of talks. You have 
shown your intention to come up with new 
initiatives to mark the 30th anniversary of 
the German Democratic Republic. Please rest 
assured that the Socialist Unity Party of Ger- 
many, the Council of State, the Council of 
Ministers and the population of the German 


Democratic Republic will continue to support 
the work you are performing with such an 
acute sense of responsibility for the cause of 
peace and international good-will. 

Please convey our best wishes to your fellow- 
countrymen and tell them that they can always 
rely on the GDR as a loyal ally in the struggle 
for peace, democracy and social advance. 


Neues Deutschland, 5 December 1978 


Speech delivered by Ambassador Peter Florin, Deputy Minister of 
Foreign Affairs and Permanent Representative of the GDR at the 
United Nations, to the XXXIII session of the UN General Assembly 


on the question of Namibia 


8 December 1978 


Six months ago, in this hall, the meetings of 
the ninth special session of the General As- 
sembly took place. It adopted a Programme of 
Action (resolution S-9/2) containing resolute 
measures to ensure the exercise of the right 
to self-determination and independence by the 
people of Namibia: the immediate cessation 
of the illegal occupation of Namibia by South 
Africa and the complete and unconditional 
withdrawal of all occupation troops; the re- 
cognition by South Africa of the territorial in- 
tegrity and political unity of Namibia; the 
release by South Africa of all political pris- 
oners; the recognition of the right of the peo- 
ple of Namibia to struggle using all possible 
means to attain its independence; and the 
holding of free elections in Namibia under the 
control and supervision of the United Na- 
tions. 

At the special session the General Assembly 
Once again confirmed that the exercise of the 
right of the people of Namibia to self-deter- 
mination can be achieved only with the parti- 
Cipation and under the leadership of SWAPO, 
their sole legitimate representative. However 
the ink on the final documents of the ninth 
special session was hardly dry when the 
Mercenaries of the apartheid régime com- 
mitted another act of aggression against the 
People’s Republic of Angola by starting to kill 
women and children in Kassinga. World pub- 
lic opinion unanimously condemned that bar- 


barous act, but the desire of the racists to 
commit acts of aggression, which is of such 
danger to the world, is boundless. Abusing the 
illegally occupied Territory of Namibia, South 
Africa is building up in the northern part of 
the country its troops equipped with weapons 
supplied by the countries members of the 
North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) 
and is preparing for further military attacks 
on Angola. Those acts once again demonstrate 
that the apartheid régime does not intend to 
put an end to its policy of terror and aggres- 
sion. 

The question arises, what enables the racist 
régime in South Africa to disregard world 
public opinion and continue to ignore the deci- 
sions of the United Nations? That question 
has already been answered by the many 
speakers who have taken part in the debates. 
The answer was given recently in the decisions 
of the Fourth Committee on agenda item 95 
entitled ‘Activities of foreign economic .and 
other interests which are impeding the im- 
plementation of the Declaration on the Grant- 
ing of Independence to Colonial Countries and 
Peoples...”. And the answer has also been 
given in the very full documentation of the 
United Nations Council for Namibia, the 
Special Committee on the Situation with re- 
gard to the Implementation of the Declaration 
on the Granting of Independence to Colonial 
Countries and Peoples and the Special Com- 
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mittee against Apartheid which have un- 
ambiguously proved and clearly condemned 
the intrigues that imperialism concocts with 
South Africa. The apartheid régime and its il- 
legal occupation of Namibia continue to exist 
only thanks to the broad systematic support 
which they receive from certain NATO States 
and imperialist monopolies. The Foreign 
Ministers of the non-aligned countries con- 
demn the continuing economic, military and 
nuclear co-operation of certain Western and 
other countries for their collusion with the 
South African racist régime. In their Declara- 
tion they state: 

‘They stressed that the support it is receiving 
from abroad has enabled it to build up its grow- 
ing military power and machinery of subjuga- 
tion, including plans to develop nuclear weap- 
ons.” (See A/33/206, annex I, para. 91.) 

That truth is something which the main part- 
ners of the régime cannot hide, even though 
under the pressure of indignant world public 
opinion they have been trying to conceal 
their co-operation and even to deny it out- 
right. We are speaking here of certain NATO 
circles, which also bring influence to bear on 
the Security Council by attempting to block 
the adoption to effective measures against 
South Africa under Chapter VII of the 
Charter. 

The foundations of such co-operation are well 
known. Profit and the strategic interests of 
monopolistic capital are the factors which de- 
termine the policies of a number of Govern- 
ments. The statement of Prime Minister 
Botha of the apartheid State on 16 October 
this year,! in addressing the five NATO States, 
also provides certain explanations in this re- 
spect. Monopolistic capital clearly agrees with 
him when he states his opinion that the Preto- 
ria régime is defending, as he put it, “‘the 
ideals of the free world, freedom and demo- 
cracy’. The Permanent Representative of India 
in the Security Council described Mr Botha’s 
statement as ‘‘truly extraordinary, even for a 
politically prehistoric monster who claims to 
be civilized’”.2 Botha’s statement reminds one 
of Hitler’s pathological anti-communism which 


1 See Official Records of the Security Council, 
Thirty-third Year, Supplement tor October, No- 
vember and December 1978, document S/12900, 
annex I. 

2 Ibid., Thirty-third Year, 2095th meeting. 
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he invoked just before the Second World War 
in order to get his imperialist counter-agents 
to practise a policy of appeasement. Quite 
clearly, they intend to keep the South African 
régime as a bastion against the forces of na- 
tional and social liberation on the African 
continent. But everyone has seen through their 
game. In the document to which I referred a 
moment ago, we read: 

“The Ministers strongly condemned this col- 
lusion with the apartheid régime which has 
encouraged it to defy public opinion. This has 
increased its intransigence as well as 
strengthened its pretensions to being the de- 
fender of white, Christian and Western civili- 
zation and pose as gendarmes of the so-called 
free world in the region, by arrogating to it- 
self the right to intervene in the affairs of all 
African countries.” (See A/33/206, annex I, 
para. 92.) 

In resolution 435 (1978), the Security Council 
adopted a decision on measures for super- 
vision of the preparation and holding of the 
elections in Namibia. We share the justified 
doubts expressed by various members of the 
Security Council as to the effectiveness of 
those measures. It is difficult to understand 
that, on the one hand, by the retention of the 
South African administration and armed forces 
in Namibia new artificial obstacles to the in- 
dependence of the country are being set up 
and that, on the other hand, a large contingent 
of United Nations troops and civilian person- 
nel will have to be sent in order to avert the 
danger implicit in that. Surely the uncondi- 
tional and immediate withdrawal from Nami- 
bia of all troops, police and administrative 
personnel of the racists would be the very best 
guarantee for the smooth conduct of the elec- 
tions. That would also be in keeping with the 
substance of the numerous resolutions adopt- 
ed on this question by the United Nations. 
The members of the Security Council who ex- 
pressed reservations about all this were quite 
right, as can be seen from subsequent devel- 
opments. Under the slogan of ‘preventing 
bloodshed”, the five NATO members of the 
Security Council have engaged in very many 
diplomatic approaches while the rulers in Pre- 
toria and their stooges in Windhoek have 
maintained the régime of terror in Namibia 
and have organized fake elections which ex- 
cluded SWAPO. The purpose of those so- 
called ‘‘elections”, as was also the case in 


Southern Rhodesia, is the attainment of a so- 
called “internal settlement’. It is desired to set 
up a puppet régime loyal to Pretoria and to 
make it possible for the policy of oppression 
and plunder to continue. I am sure nobody 
believes that the Western diplomats have failed 
to observe the ‘puppet show” that is being 
conducted by South Africa. 

I should like, in that respect, to draw the at- 
tention of members to actions in Western 
countries which are being conducted for the 
purpose of providing financial support for the 
electoral farce that is being performed. As can 
be seen from the press service of the Lutheran 
World Federation, certain rightist circles of 
one German-speaking State, long ago linked 
to the German-speaking racist forces in Nami- 
bia, have organized so-called ‘‘donations for 
the support of the pre-electoral campaign.” 
Banks and monopolies alone intend to con- 
tribute $US 115,000 to that cause. 

I should like to point out that South Africa, 
by annexing Walvis Bay, intends to create a 
fait accompli which would impede the free 
exercise of independence by Namibia and pre- 
vent the country from realizing its territorial 
integrity. 

The electoral farce which is taking place this 
month and the so-called ‘‘internal settlement” 
in Namibia are categorically rejected by world 
public opinion, because they do not resolve 
the problem, but simply make the situation in 
that region worse. The results of the latest 
negotiations of the five NATO States in Pre- 
toria can be regarded only in a manner in 
which the President of SWAPO described it 
in his telegram to the Secretary-General of 
23 October: 

“This communiqué is unacceptable and reject- 
ed by the overwhelming majority of the Nami- 
bian people. The whole exercise is a manoeu- 
vre by the South African racist régime aimed 
at maintaining its colonial interest in Namibia 
and to impose on our people its evil intention 
of creating homelands and Bantustans through 
a neo-colonial settlement, against the popular 
political aspirations and demands of the Na- 
mibian people for self-determination and na- 
tional liberation.’ 

The delegation of the German Democratic Re- 


3 Ibid., Thirty-third Year, Supplement for October, 
November and December 1978, document 
$/12913, annex. 
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public emphatically supports the following de- 
mand made by SWAPO: 

“The UNO should not allow itself to be used 
by the Pretoria racist régime to legitimize its 
evil intentions and illegal acts to impose a 
neo-colonial solution against the interests of 
the Namibian people.’ 

The States Members of the United Nations 
must do everything possible to frustrate the 
devious designs of the South African racists 
and their imperialist henchmen. The Charter 
of the United Nations provides for certain 
measures for this purpose. On 13 November 
1978 the Security Council issued another 
warning to the South African régime. The 
abstention of the five NATO Powers in the 
vote speaks for itself, of course. However, the 
indefinite postponement of the adoption of de- 
cisive measures cannot be permitted when it is 
essential resolutely to oppose the racist oc- 
cupying force. This means that effective meas- 
ures to bring real international pressure to 
bear on South Africa under Chapter VII of the 
Charter must be adopted immediately. This 
means giving the broadest possible support to 
SWAPO in its struggle. 

The discussion of the question of Namibia at 
the United Nations for a whole decade with- 
out any decision having been reached proves 
that everything is related to the international 
balance of forces. But today this balance of 
forces has radically changed, and not in 
favour of the racists and their stooges. The 
forces which oppose colonialism, apartheid and 
neo-colonialism and advocate national and so- 
cial liberation have become stronger. This is 
true with regard to southern Africa as well. If 
any movement has occurred at all on the ques- 
tion it is thanks to the changed balance of 
power and to the growing struggle of the Afri- 
can peoples and the national liberation move- 
ments, in particular SWAPO. The recent ad- 
mission of Namibia to UNESCO proves this. 
In this new phase of efforts to liberate Nami- 
bia the greatest vigilance is necessary. If the 
anti-imperialist, anti-racist forces maintain a 
united front, refuse to allow themselves to be 
tricked by the NATO States and South Africa 
but continue to insist on the adoption of all 
the measures available to the United Nations, 
a true and prompt solution to the problem of 
Namibia will be found. 


4 Ibid. 
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The German Democratic Republic supports 
the just struggle of the people of Namibia, 
under the leadership of SWAPO, for self-de- 
termination, freedom and national indepen- 
dence. The opening of a SWAPO mission in 
the capital of the German Democratic Repub- 
lic, Berlin, and official accreditation of the 
head of that mission have once again em- 
phasized our solidarity. 

The General Secretary of the Central Com- 
mittee of the Socialist Unity Party of Germany 
and the Chairman of the Council of State of 
the German Democratic Republic, Erich Ho- 
necker, during a recent meeting with the Pre- 
sident of SWAPO, Sam Nujoma, declared that 
the German Democratic Republic would con- 
tinue to provide, as in the past, support and 
solidarity in the struggle for the liquidation of 
all the vestiges of colonialism and all forms 
of neo-colonialism and racism. 

This is in keeping with the consistent policy 
of the States parties to the Warsaw Treaty, as 


confirmed at their recent meeting in Moscow. 
The Declaration adopted at that meeting sta- 
tes: 

“The socialist States vigorously support the 
peoples of Zimbabwe and Namibia in their 
selfless struggle for the early attainment of 
national independence. They are in sympathy 
with the just struggle of the people of South 
Africa for the abolition of apartheid and all 
forms of racial discrimination.” (See A/33/392- 
S/12939, annex.) 

In conclusion, the delegation of the German 
Democratic Republic wishes to express its 
firm conviction that the heroic struggle of the 
people of Namibia, under the leadership of 
SWAPO, will be crowned with success, a suc- 
cess which will open the way to the building 
of a sovereign, independent Namibia in cir- 
cumstances of peace and progress. 


Archives of the Ministry of Foreign Attairs 
of the GDR 


Interview granted by the Chairman of the GDR Government Commission 
for International Anti-Apartheid Year, Alfred Neumann, member of 

the Politbureau of the Central Committee of the Socialist Unity Party 

of Germany and First Deputy Chairman of the Council of Ministers 


of the GDR, to the weekly Horizont 


11 Dezember 1978 


Horizont: The International Anti-Apartheid 
Year proclaimed by the XXXII session of the 
UN General Assembly began nine months ago 
on 21 March 1978. It is designed to provide 
fresh impetus to the campaign against the 
South African apartheid regime and widen 
support for the struggle waged by the peoples 
of South Africa, Namibia and Zimbabwe. What 
is your assessment of the results achieved so 
far? 

Alfred Neumann: The Anti-Apartheid Year has 
attracted wide international attention. Progres- 
sive forces the world over have joined the 
campaign of active solidarity with the fighting 
people of Africa and the movement against 
racism and apartheid has grown into a power- 
ful force. There is growing awareness that the 
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elimination of colonialism and racism is part 
and parcel of the drive for peace, security and 
détente. Major efforts have been made to 
open people’s eyes to the shameful policy of 
the racists. Apartheid today is denounced as 
the most brutal violation of human rights and 
at the same time a blatant threat to interna- 
tional security. Moreover, the course of events 
during this Year has revealed who is support- 
ing the African peoples and their liberation 
movements effectively and who by open or 
covert machinations seeks to prevent their just 
cause from reaching its goal. Let me make spe- 
cial mention in this connection of the great 
contribution made by the socialist states in 
support of the costly struggle being conducted 
by the patriots of South Africa, Namibia and 


Zimbabwe, which again found express corro- 
boration in the Moscow Declaration of the 
Warsaw Treaty states. 

Horizont: Despite the growth of international 
opposition the apartheid regime has, to date, 
not been eliminated. We receive news of acts 
of terror and aggression. committed by the ra- 
cist regimes every day. What steps can be ta- 
ken to stop this? 

Altred Neumann: The racists’ impudent ac- 
tions, their atrocious murders of thousands of 
innocent people, their acts of aggression 
against free African states and not least their 
war preparations against the People’s Republic 
of Angola carried out from Namibian territory 
are an outrageous affront to the will of the 
African peoples and the UN. They represent a 
challenge to the humanist conscience of the 
entire world public. 

It is therefore necessary to impose a univer- 
sal international boycott, both politically and 
economically, on the regimes in South Africa 
and Southern Rhodesia (Zimbabwe). It is ne- 
cessary to adopt coercive measures in the UN 
Security Council in line with Chapter VII of 
the UN Charter that will set insurmountable 
limits to the drive for profits of the interna- 
tional monopolies. It is necessary at last to 
take the demands put forward by the true re- 
presentatives of the peoples of southern Africa 
—the liberation movements ANC, SWAPO and 
the Patriotic Front—as the basis for a settle- 
ment of these problems. 

Horizont: Imperialist states have to date pre- 
vented effective sanctions. Continuing, as they 
do, their collaboration with the racist regimes 
they are questioning even the realization of 
sanctions adopted in the past. The latest Con- 
gress of Opponents of Apartheid in the FRG, 
for example, has provided conclusive evidence 
of the nuclear collaboration between the FRG 
and South Africa. 

Altred Neumann: What you have mentioned is 
not the only example. The XXXIII session of 
the UN General Assembly has provided a 
wealth of evidence of and condemned by name 
the continued close inter-relations between rac- 
ism and imperialism. This collaboration, as 
relevant resolutions point out, is the main 
factor enabling the regimes in Salisbury and 
Pretoria to continue their policy of racial dis- 
crimination, colonialism and apartheid. 
Imperialism does not want to face the irrever- 
sible positive changes under way on the Afri- 
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can continent. It seeks to keep under its sway 
the tremendous natural riches and sustain the 
super-profits gained by means of the most 
brutal exploitation of the African population. 
Not least it is military and strategic interests 
which underlie imperialism’s efforts to uphold 
the racist strongholds and ensure long-term 
neo-colonialist influence. 

Just too transparent are the manoeuvres de- 
signed to cover this actual intention behind the 
formula of peaceful change. Both the so-called 
“internal settlement” in Zimbabwe as well as 
the electoral fraud in Namibia exemplify the 
fact that these “settlements” snub the resolu- 
tions adopted by the UN and the OAU and are 
diametrically opposed to the will of the great 
majority of the African population. Their sole 
purpose is to preclude the internationally re- 
cognized legitimate representatives, i.e. the 
Patriotic Front and SWAPO-—from participat- 
ing in decisions concerning the future of their 
countries, thus securing the continuation of 
racist domination, be it even in a modified 
form. 

Horizont: In defiance of the urgent demand 
and clear standpoint put forward by the Se- 
curity Council, South Africa has held its 
fraudulent election in Namibia. What are the 
consequences arising from that? 

Alfred Neumann: The UN Security Council 
from the very start has declared this fraud, the 
result of military pressure of the racist admi- 
nistration in Pretoria, null and void. It is self- 
evident that a genuine settlement of the Nami- 
bia problem requires the complete withdrawal 
of South Africa, respect of territorial integrity, 
the release of all political prisoners and the 
recognition of SWAPO as the only legitimate 
representative of the Namibian people. It is 
only by meeting these demands that Namibia 
can be brought nearer to true national and 
social liberation. 

Horizont: The GDR is participating in the 
Anti-Apartheid Year with a comprehensive 
programme which you described at length in 
our weekly a few months ago. To what extent 
has this programme been implemented? 
Altred Neumann: All items contained in the 
overall plan have been carried out in full. This 
applies to our activity at the international 
level, at the UN and other organizations and 
to the active participation of GDR delegations 
in international conferences against racism and 
apartheid. It goes for the multitude of activi- 
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ties undertaken by GDR artists and academics 
who have displayed their commitment in deal- 
ing with the theme of apartheid. There was 
also wide activity in the journalistic field. As 
the major outcome, however, I would like to 
point out that active solidarity in the frame- 
work of the Anti-Apartheid Year has become 
a concern of the GDR’s entire population. The 
parties, trade unions, the women’s league, the 
youth and Pioneer organizations as well as 
other mass organizations have made their con- 
tribution to the anti-apartheid campaign by 
multifarious initiatives and measures. 

We have thus succeeded in making universal 
support for the fighting peoples in the south 
of Africa, for the liberation movements ANC, 
SWAPO and Patriotic Front an even stronger 
political, moral and also material force. 
Horizont: Which of the GDR population’s 
manifestations of material solidarity deserve 
special mention? 

Alfred Neumann: Prominent is the fact that 
between March and November alone more 
than 30 million marks’ worth of urgently need- 
ed solidarity goods were shipped to Africa, 
including above all foodstuffs, clothing, texti- 
les and medical supplies. Help was increased 
especially for the liberation organizations. 
This is funded by people from all sections of 
society. Numerous work-teams organized addi- 
tional shifts, the proceeds of which were paid 
into the solidarity account. Youth and students 
teams did voluntary unpaid work and the Pio- 
neers collected scrap. 

As another outstanding example of our ma- 
terial solidarity and humanist help I would 
like to mention the medical treatment provided 
for sick persons and wounded liberation fight- 
ers in GDR hospitals. 

An essential element is the training of cadres. 
In the autumn of this year 250 students took 
up their training at higher educational estab- 
lishments or vocational training facilities. 
Finally, we should not forget to mention that 


year by year a large number of children of 
liberation fighters spend their holidays in the 
GDR. 

Horizont: What was the reaction internatio- 
nally to the manifold initiatives undertaken by 
the GDR? 

Alfred Neumann: The African states as well 
as the national liberation movements appre- 
ciate the afore-mentioned multifarious activi- 
ties, which I could supplement by many more 
examples, as a manifestation of the GDR’s 
principled anti-imperialist position in the 
struggle against racism and apartheid. For 
example, the report on our activity in the Anti- 
Apartheid Year delivered to the UN Anti- 
Apartheid Committee in New York by the Pre- 
sident of the GDR Solidarity Committee met 
with a wide echo. 

Horizont: Which are the targets on which the 
GDR Government Commission will focus its 
attention until the official conclusion of 
the International Anti-Apartheid Year on 
21 March 1979? 

Alfred Neumann: We regard it as our major 
job to maintain the quality and width achieved 
in terms of active solidarity among the whole 
population and to provide a further impetus 
to the movement against racism and apartheid. 
It is in this way that we shall consistently 
realize our programme and remain active even 
after Anti-Apartheid Year. 

As pointed out at the beginning of the year 
by Erich Honecker, General Secretary of the 
Central Committee of the SED and Chairman 
of the Council of State of the GDR, in his 
address to the UN Secretary-General Kurt 
Waldheim, the GDR will do everything in its 
power to help put an end to the inhuman 
apartheid policy. In so doing, it joins forces 
with the socialist countries and all progressive 
forces the world over. 


Horizont, No. 51, 11 December 1978 


Speech delivered by GDR representative Ambassador Dr Harald Rose 
at the XXXIII session of the UN General Assembly, concerning 

the implementation of the UN Declaration on the Granting of 
Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples 


13 December 1978 


Thanks to the efforts of the forces striving for 
peace, disarmament and equitable interna- 
tional economic relations, and for national 
and social liberation of the peoples the process 
of political détente has been set in motion. 
The liberation of peoples from colonial and 
racist yoke was and still is an integral part 
of that process. The Declaration on the Grant- 
ing of Independence to Colonial Countries and 
Peoples, adopted by the United Nations in 
1960 at the initiative of the USSR, has greatly 
promoted that development. 

Old colonial empires have collapsed. The peo- 
ples of almost one hundred States took their 
destinies into their own hands and are ad- 
vancing on the path of an independent devel- 
opment. They have joined the broad move- 
ment of the fighters for peace, détente and 
disarmament. And that movement will sweep 
away the last remnants of colonialism, racism 
and apartheid. 

What is necessary is to implement the Declara- 
tion on the Granting of Independence to Colo- 
nial Countries and Peoples in all its aspects. 
Colonialism and racism must be extirpated in 
all their forms and manifestations within the 
shortest possible time; be it in southern Africa 
or in all other territories where peoples have 
not yet been able to achieve their national 
rights. The objectives and tasks set forth in 
resolution 1514 (XV) are firmly based on the 
principles of the Charter of the United Na- 
tions. The resolution must serve as a guideline 
for the action of all States. According to it the 
elimination of colonialism and racism neces- 
sarily entails the obligation to assist the na- 
tionally liberated states in strengthening their 
sovereignty against neo-colonialist prac- 
tices. 

At the recent session of the Political Consulta- 
tive Committee, the States of the Warsaw 
Treaty reaffirmed ‘‘their solidarity with the 
struggle of the peoples against imperialism, 
colonialism and neo-colonialism and against 
any form of domination and oppression. They 


have supported and will continue to support 
the forces fighting for national liberation and 
the peoples of the newly liberated countries 
in their hard struggle to uphold their indepen- 
dence and freedom, including their right freely 
to choose their path of social development and 
to safeguard the territorial integrity of their 
countries as well as their independence and 
sovereignty.” 

We render solidarity to the peoples in southern 
Africa. We should always bear in mind that 
these peoples not only wage a selfless struggle 
for implementing their own inalienable rights. 
At the same time they considerably contribute 
to achieving peace and justice all over the 
world. 

The existence of the racist régimes in the south 
of the African continent, their terrorism and 
aggressiveness constitute a constant and 
growing threat to peace. 

We draw the attention to the communiqué 
issued by the Co-ordinating Bureau of Non- 
Aligned Countries on 24 November 1978 
(DOC. A/33/390), which says inter alia: ‘‘The 
racist forces of South Africa, at the service 
of and in collusion with the forces of imperial- 
ism and colonialism, have planned and are in 
the process of executing another large-scale 
attack against Angola”. This must not be per- 
mitted. 

Many people keep asking why it has not yet 
been possible to put an end to the evil doings 
of a handful of racist adventurers in southern 
Africa. And this brings us to their backers and 
sponsors. Documents of the Committee of 
Twenty-Four, the Special Committee against 
Apartheid and the Council for Namibia, which 
contain the results of relevant investigations, 
provide information as to who supplies 
sophisticated weapons and military equipment 
which are used by the soldiery of the apart- 
heid régime and Smith’s racist troops in their 
aggressions. 

While we are discussing here on the elimina- 
tion of colonialism and racism, the illegal 
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Smith régime carries out raids with modern 
bombers against the people of Mozambique. 
We know who supplies the oil that helps the 
racist war machinery maintain a constant 
readiness for action; and we also know that 
more than 1,800 transnational corporations 
back the racists economically and promote their 
military build-up. 
With great concern the GDR has taken note 
of the report of the Special Committee against 
Apartheid (A/AC.115/L.493) which contains 
the names of those countries which promote 
South Africa’s endeavours for nuclear arma- 
ment. And we reaffirm the demand of the 
GDR for preventive measures to be taken by 
the Security Council. 
One often hears the argument that the colla- 
boration with the South African racist régime 
could be used for exerting a so-called restrain- 
ing influence. This is a deliberate attempt to 
mislead public opinion. The struggle against 
colonialism and racism in southern Africa 
cannot be a question of restraining the power 
of the racists but rather one of liquidating that 
power and of implementing the African peo- 
ples’ right to self-determination. 
No matter what certain circles may say in and 
outside the United Nations, their real aim is 
to preserve the ruling system of South Africa 
in its basic character. What they want is to 
further consolidate that stronghold of im- 
perialism and colonialism and not to remove 
it. Some might perhaps prefer more subtle 
forms of domination, but only for the purpose 
of stabilizing the power of the racist régime 
and using it as a tool against the independence 
and security of the African peoples. 
The right to self-determination of the peoples 
of South Africa, Namibia and Zimbabwe can- 
not be achieved by appeals and nice words. 
What is necessary are resolute measures for 
the decolonization in southern Africa as a bar- 
rier to attacks at the life and freedom of the 
African peoples. Such measures must hit, 
above all, the régime of apartheid as the core 
of the system of colonial exploitation and op- 
pression. The application of Chapter VII of 
the UN Charter is both justified and neces- 
sary. 
The GDR considers it necessary that 
1. Security Council resolution 418 be con- 
sistently observed and that any violation of 
the arms embargo be strictly punished; 
2. the arms embargo should apply to all fields 


214 


of military cooperation and that all nuclear 
cooperation should be terminated; South 
Africa must by no means obtain possession 
of nuclear weapons; 

3. far-reaching economic sanctions be impos- 
ed, in particular an embargo on the supply 
of oil, and the prohibition of investments. 

Imperialist forces are trying to direct the de- 
velopment in southern Africa in neo-colonial- 
ist channels. Puppet régimes are to secure 
South Africa’s domination and an unhindered 
exploitation of the peoples and their natural 
wealth by transnational corporations and by 
military and strategic interests of imperialist 
circles. Manoeuvres designed to prevent the 
peoples of Namibia and Zimbabwe from fully 
exercising their right to self-determination are 
attempts to give the racist regimes freedom of 
action and to counteract their international 
isolation. 
While the five NATO States that are Members 
of the Security Council engage in various 
diplomatic activities and let the representatives 
of the racist régimes rise to the level of chief 
negotiating parties, terrorism in Namibia is 
increasing. The recent arrests of leaders of 
the South West Africa People’s Organization, 
SWAPO, show the intentions behind the so- 
called elections. We demand the immediate 
release of the SWAPO representatives. The 
best guarantee for the implementation of the 
Namibian people's right to self-determination 
and independence is and remains the full ap- 
plication of resolution 385 (76) of the UN 
Security Council. This is resolutely supported 
by the GDR. 
As far as Zimbabwe is concerned, the colonial- 
ist forces also mark time. They hope to be 
able to split the liberation movement, and in- 
tensify actions of terror. Smith has set his so- 
called internal settlement against the demands 
for the realization of self-determination. This 
manoeuvre has failed due to the resistance of 
the liberation forces. The only feasible way 
towards a solution of the question of Southern 
Rhodesia is the removal of the illegal minority 
rule and the complete and unconditional trans- 
fer of power to the African majority repre- 
sented by the Patriotic Front. As long as the 
people of Zimbabwe is not free, the embargo 
decisions of the United Nations must remain 
in force and must even be strengthened. No 
state has the right to lift them unilaterally. 

Also the peoples in the so-called small territo- 


ries in the Pacific, the Indian Ocean and the 
Carribean Sea are confronted with imperialist 
machinations directed against the full realiza- 
tion of their independence and self-determina- 
tion. The colonial powers concerned do no- 
thing to improve the economic and social 
situation and to grant independence to such 
territories. What is more, their aim is to per- 
petuate colonial domination. Even incorpora- 
tion into their own national territory is sought. 
The establishment and expansion of military 
bases in small territories is continued and in- 
tensified. This also applies to the Pacific Is- 
lands, the only trust territory still existing. 
The competent administering Power of that 
territory wants to maintain its domination in 
a disguised way. All this is in gross contrast 
to the Charter of the United Nations and the 
Declaration on the Granting of Independence 
to Colonial Countries and Peoples. 

While imperialist forces obstruct the removal 
of the vestiges of traditional colonialism, they 
increase their attacks against the freedom, 
sovereignty and independence of nationally 
liberated states. With economic, political, 
ideological and even military means they want 
to put liberated Africa in the chains of neo- 
colonialist oppression. The need of the young 
states for international economic exchanges to 
overcome the consequences of century-long 
colonial domination is being misused to im- 
pose on them inequitable economic relations. 
In this context the document of the Belgrade 
Meeting of the Foreign Ministers of Non-ali- 
gned Countries (A/33/206) states the follow- 
ing: 

“In their efforts to recover their lost positions 
and impose neo-colonialist relations on non- 
aligned and developing countries, the colonial- 
ist and neo-colonialist forces are striving to 
impose new forms of dependence, the trans- 
national corporations being used for this pur- 
pose in particular.” 

That is why a number of states refuse to re- 
spect the Charter of Economic Rights and 
Duties of States. 

NATO wants to expand its influence in Africa 
both directly and indirectly. So-called military 
task force reserves are established. The use 
of armed force to interfere in internal affairs 
is included in their designs. Hostilities or con- 
flicts between peoples of nationally liberated 


States and tribal feuds are fomented. It is the 
dream of those NATO strategists to see Afri- 
can peoples fight each other for the sake of 
imperialist objectives. Neo-colonialist prac- 
tices also include the dissemination of false 
information on the life of liberated peoples 
and the policy of their states. The German 
Democratic Republic therefore supports the 
legitimate demand for breaking the imperial- 
ist information monopoly. 

Today, it is no longer_a secret that the hege- 
monist and expansionist leadership of a power 
in the Far East collaborates with the forces of 
imperialism and neo-colonialism and causes 
great harm to the peoples’ struggle for na- 
tional and social liberation. 

The African states and peoples are resisting 
neo-colonialism. They are not willing to see 
their hard-won sovereignty and independence 
be reduced to a mere frame. 

In this context we would like to pay tribute 
to the significant role of the Organization of 
African Unity which is vigorously opposing 
such attempts. 

The German Democratic Republic stands up 
for the consistent implementation of the prin- 
ciples of the Charter of Economic Rights and 
Duties of States, particularly with regard to 
Africa. The strengthening of the sovereignty 
of nationally liberated States will also give 
momentum to the struggle of colonially and 
racially oppressed peoples for achieving their 
legitimate rights. The GDR, together with the 
other States Parties to the Warsaw Treaty, has 
recently addressed an appeal to the states and 
peoples of the world ‘‘to eliminate as soon as 
possible the last remnants of colonialism and 
the policy of neo-colonialist exploitation which 
is the main source of underdevelopment and 
to root out national and racial oppression”. 
The delegation of the German Democratic Re- 
public is convinced that the heroic struggle of 
the peoples in southern Africa under the lead- 
ership of their authentic representatives, the 
national liberation organizations, will be vic- 
torious and that all peoples will realize their 
inalienable right to live in conditions of peace, 
independence and freedom. 


Archives of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
of the GDR 
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Statement made by the Minister of Foreign Affairs of the GDR, 
Oskar Fischer, to the People’s Chamber of the GDR, concerning 
legislation on the Consular Agreements concluded with four countries 


16-17 December 1978* 


Once again Draft Consular Agreements lie 
today before the People’s Chamber for ap- 
proval. There is no doubt that the conclusion 
of these agreements with Socialist Ethiopia, 
the People’s Republic of Benin, the Republic 
of Cape Verde and the Syrian Arab Republic 
is an expression of the dynamic expansion of 
relations between the GDR and nationally 
liberated states. 

On the solid foundation of growing political, 
economic, scientific, technological and cul- 
tural cooperation between the GDR and these 
states, the scope of relations is also increasing 
rapidly in other fields. This makes it necessary 
to establish consular relations according to 
agreements. At the same time, these agree- 
ments will stimulate the creative development 
of our relations with the afore-mentioned sta- 
tes. 

The principle agreed upon in all four cases, 
i.e. that there can be direct contact between 
the consular representatives of the one country 
and the state bodies of the other gives the 
two parties linked in friendship in this way 
greater opportunities to make an active contri- 
bution to the development of all sectors of 
inter-state relations. 

Contacts and cooperation between public or- 
ganizations will certainly also be facilitated. It 
is in the nature of these Consular Agreements 
that citizens will be able to enjoy the advan- 
tages and benefits of these agreements, espe- 
cially if they visit the national territory of the 
other country in question. 

The German Democratic Republic considers 
the development of relations with the na- 
tionally liberated states as its internationalist 
duty. Proof of this principle in the foreign 
policy of the GDR could be found in the so 
important results of recent negotiations with 
the delegation to the GDR headed by the 
Chairman of the Provisional Military Admi- 
nistrative Council of Socialist Ethiopia, Men- 
gistu Haile Mariam. 

The declaration concerning the principles of 
friendship and cooperation between the Ger- 
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man Democratic Republic and Socialist Ethio- 
pia and the joint communiqué on the friend- 
ship visit expand on this. The Consular Agree- 
ments with Socialist Ethiopia will facilitate the 
fulfilling of accords. A long-term trade agree- 
ment, a cultural agreement and agreements 
on the suply of technical devices, machinery 
and equipment have been concluded in the 
past with the People’s Republic of Benin. 
Other agreements which contribute to the 
strengthening of friendly relations are being 
reached in various fields. The Consular Agree- 
ment signed with the People’s Republic of 
Benin gives a legal basis corresponding to the 
state of friendly relations to developing con- 
sular activity. 

The GDR and the Republic of Cape Verde 
agree on basic questions of foreign policy. 
Bilateral cooperation is developing well. The 
GDR is helping and supporting the young is- 
land republic in its efforts to overcome its 
colonial past. It supports the country, which 
has been plagued by drought for years, with 
solidarity, especially in the form of provisions, 
urgently needed medicaments and water man- 
agement equipment. In 1976 an agreement on 
cultural and scientific cooperation and a fishe- 
ries agreement were signed. These agreements 
are now followed by the Consular Treaty. 

The extensive relations which exist between 
the GDR and the Syrian Arab Republic are 
developing well and continually. The firm 
friendship between both states and peoples is 
an important factor in the international arena. 
The highlight of these relations was the friend- 
ship visit to the GDR of the General Secretary 
of the Arab Socialist Baath Party and Presi- 
dent of the Syrian Arab Republic, Hafez al 
Assad. This visit brought new, fruitful results, 
which are of far-reaching importance for 
friendship and cooperation between the two 
countries. 

The GDR pays tribute to and supports the 
consistent struggle, which is seen as a matter 
of principle by the Syrian Arab Republic, for a 
just and lasting peace in the Middle East. 


Permit me to take this opportunity of confirm- 
jing our standpoint on the question of finding a 
just solution to the problems in the Middle 
East. In reality, such a solution can only be 
found if Israel withdraws from the Arab terri- 
tories occupied in 1967 and if the inalienable 
rights of the Palestinian people are assured. 
No separate solution, whatever its nature, can 
guarantee the peace, security and rights of the 
Peoples concerned-including the people of 
Palestine. In this respect, we are in total agree- 
ment with the results of the Conference of 
Arab Heads of State and Government in Bagh- 
dad. The Middle East Peace Conference in Ge- 
neva is without doubt the most suitable way of 
achieving a comprehensive political settlement 
to meet the interests of all of the people in 
this area. 


On the basis of the shared outlooks of the 
GDR and the afore-mentioned states on inter- 
national problems, and on the basis of our 
joint efforts to find solutions to these, all of 
the preconditions exist for a further stable 
and continual development of bilaterial rela- 
tions in all sectors. 

The consular relations of our state are an inte- 
gral factor in the implementation of our for- 
eign policy. The agreements concluded by the 
German Democratic Republic, which are based 
on international law, contribute to the further 
development and consolidation of cooperation 
between the states which is of mutual benefit. 
The Consular Agreements in question also 
serve this purpose. 


Neues Deutschland, 16-17 December 1978 


From the speech delivered by the Chairman of the GDR Government 
Commission for International Anti-Apartheid Year, Alfred Neumann, 
member of the Politbureau of the Central Committee of the 

Socialist Unity Party of Germany and First Deputy Chairman of the 
Council of Ministers of the GDR, at a meeting of the Commission 


22 January 1979 


It is now ten months ago, March 21, 1978, that 
according to the resolution of the thirty-second 
session of the United Nations General Assem- 
bly the International Anti-Apartheid Year be- 
gan. That day in March marked one of the 
bloodiest infamies of apartheid policy. It re- 
calls the massacre in the South African town 
of Sharpeville in 1960 in which 249 Africans 
lost their lives. Therefore the 21st of March 
became the occasion for a broad movement of 
international solidarity with the victims of 
racism. At the same time it became a symbol 
of the fact that the peoples in southern Africa 
do not stand alone in the struggle for their 
just cause. Throughout the world progressive 
forces have rallied and devote their senti- 
ments and political actions to the brave fight- 
ers against racism and apartheid, to the pa- 
triots of South Africa, Namibia and Zimbabwe. 
Also the people of the German Democratic 
Republic have expressed their solidarity in 
many actions and activities. 

We are extremely happy to welcome at today’s 


meeting friends and comrades who represent 
the national liberation movements of their 
peoples in our country... 

Our meeting takes place at a time when in- 
ternational developments have made crucial 
decisions imperative. At their Moscow meeting 
the States Parties to the Warsaw Treaty have 
given an analysis of the essential world pro- 
cesses and have given convincing answers to 
the questions which are of concern to the peo- 
ples. 

Their analysis of the international situation 
bears in mind that the struggle for peace, se- 
curity and détente has successfully been car- 
ried on in the last few years. Détente prevails 
despite massive imperialist counter-attacks. 
Further headway has been made in gaining ac- 
ceptance for the policy of peaceful coexistence. 
This is in the interest of the peoples, and the 
enemies of détente cannot easily revert this 
progress. 

The most stable pillar to support world peace 
is the strength of the community of socialist 
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states. Their might and their principled stand 
and influence in international affairs, plus their 
successful domestic evolution have created 
favourable conditions for the revolutionary 
victories which the peoples of Cuba, Vietnam, 
Laos, Angola, Ethiopia, Southern Yemen, Af- 
ghanistan and Kampuchea have won over im- 
perialism and its stooges. This active interna- 
tionalist solidarity of the socialist countries has 
made it possible effectively to block the ag- 
gressive actions of imperialism against An- 
gola, Ethiopia and other states and ensured 
peace in these regions. 

The irresistible advance of socialism also ex- 
presses itself in the fact that a number of 
countries which have liberated themselves 
have embarked on a course of fundamental 
social transformation. They strive to ensure 
that this liberty bears real fruit to their peo- 
ples. This is exactly why they orientate them- 
selves towards socialism. The successes of the 
peoples in the struggle for détente and social 
progress alarm the forces of imperialism and 
reaction. They do not want to admit the ine- 
vitability of the historic changes that have oc- 
curred. The West blames the USSR, Cuba and 
also the GDR for this development. Because 
the cause of affairs in Africa goes against im- 
perialist interests, the monopolies are spread- 
ing highly nonsensical slander about the libe- 
ration fighters in southern Africa and about 
the socialist states. 

We have fervently followed in recent days and 
weeks the grandiose victory of the Revolu- 
tionary Liberation Front of Kampuchea result- 
ing in the birth of an independent, democratic 
and peace-loving Kampuchea. The criminal 
Pol Pot clique, which kept itself in power 
solely by bloody terror and foreign support, 
was toppled by an uprising of the entire peo- 
ple. The people of Kampuchea have taken 
their destiny into their own hands. All at- 
tempts at interfering with that run counter to 
the fundamental principles of the United Na- 
tions Charter. 

China’s clumsy manoeuvre to distort the real 
state of affairs by slanderous and provocative 
concoctions about the Socialist Republic of 
Vietnam and the People’s Republic of Kam- 
puchea again testify to the chauvinist super- 
power orientation of the policy pursued by the 
present-day Chinese leaders. 

The socialist countries have vigorously reject- 
ed the provocative attempt to abuse the United 


218 


Nations Security Council for intervention in 
Kampuchea’s internal affairs. 

We are certain that the People’s Republic of 
Kampuchea will occupy an important place in 
the international community and make a use- 
ful contribution to the strengthening of inter- 
national peace and security. 

The racists and their NATO allies have been 
making dangerous attempts to stop the pro- 
cess of an improvement of the international 
situation or even to reverse it. Heading for the 
brink of the abyss into another new world 
war, they cause serious threats to peace and 
the future of mankind. 

Erich Honecker, General Secretary of the So- 
cialist Unity Party of Germany and Chairman 
of the Council of State, pointed out at the 9th 
plenary session of the Central Committee of 
the Socialist Unity Party of Germany that the 
attacks of the adversary show a number of 
qualitatively new aspects. In this respect the 
NATO summit meeting held in Washington 
last May has to be considered as particularly 
significant. Its major aim is clearly to exacer- 
bate the arms race in terms of quality and 
quantity in the long run. The planned increase 
in military spending of the NATO members 
by at least three per cent annually is evidence 
of that. 

The actual motive behind this arms drive is all 
too manifest. The aggressive quarters of im- 
perialism are not willing to put up with the 
approximate military balance which has de- 
veloped in the international arena. They seek 
to gain a military edge, and they are placing 
more and more emphasis on the use of military 
force as a means of political intimidation and 
blackmail to impose their will upon the 
world. 

Our reaction to the imperialist designs is 
clear: In pursuance of the Moscow Declaration 
we are going to persist in our quest for peace 
and to strengthen socialism in every respect. 
The NATO strategists and their reactionary 
stooges have so far failed to halt the great 
movement for the national and social libera- 
tion of peoples and the world revolutionary 
process, and they cannot but fail in the future. 
The active fight of the liberation movement, 
particularly the elimination of apartheid and 
racism in southern Africa has become more 
imperative as a dangerous source of interna- 
tional tension is emerging there. 

The socialist countries have emphatically 


stated in their Moscow Declaration that the 
elimination of any form of colonialism and 
racism is an indispensable element of the 
struggle for peace, security and détente. How 
can peace possibly be safe in this world if 
the racist régimes in Pretoria and Salisbury 
continue to offend the conscience of the peo- 
ples by committing severe crimes and to carry 
the flames of war and aggression to free 
countries? How can the African continent pos- 
sibly become secure if not all of its people are 
accorded the inalienable right to national and 
social self-determination? And how, after all, 
can the results of détente benefit those African 
citizens as long as they are subjugated by ra- 
cists and deprived of any right? The racist 
régimes severely hurt humanity’s sense of 
justice and grossly violate the principles of the 
United Nations Charter. 

We have every reason to watch developments 
in Africa with concern. NATO’s attempt to 
draw this continent into its orbit and to pose 
as judges over the national aspirations of the 
African peoples has not gone unnoticed. The 
States which have bound Africa in shackles of 
blcody. colonial oppression and pillage for de- 
cades are today stepping their plots against 
young states and against national liberation 
movements and their massive intervention in 
internal African affairs. 

With the stale phrase of an alleged communist 
danger they seek to split up united anti-im- 
perialist. action, to separate Africa from its 
natural and true allies and to drive a wedge 
between the forces of social progress. Under 
the cover of being part of what is called the 
third world, China is colluding with racist 
reactionary quarters and is making serious at- 
tempts to realize its hegemonic ambitions in 
this region to the detriment of the right of 
peoples to independence. 

Imperialism and reaction do not want to put 
up with the strategic victories of the African 
peoples. In face of the further advance of the 
revolutionary process in States such as Angola, 
Ethiopia, or Mozambique they level their main 
thrust against those forces who are guided by 
scientific socialism. At the same time, they re- 
sort to force and fraud in order to check the 
struggle of the patriots of Zimbabwe and Na- 
mibia and to prevent the liberation movements 
from gaining greater identity and strength. 
Their special support is for their main strongh- 
old, the Republic of South Africa, which they 


try to lead out of its growing international 
isolation. 

The imperialist States are joining in large- 
scale action against all developments in Africa 
that affect their basic interests as exploiters 
and profiteers and could impair the supply of 
strategic raw materials. Their ways and means 
are varied. They include military intervention 
on the pattern of Zaire, the formation of so- 
called stand-by forces who can be called in at 
any time, and the recruitment of mercenaries. 
They comprise ideological subversion and eco- 
nomic pressure and finally diplomatic ma- 
noeuvres that would cover the racists with a 
cloak of democracy. 

While more and more plans are presented for 
allegedly peaceful solutions clandestine deli- 
veries of equipment flow to the racists for 
their aggressions against the peoples of south- 
ern Africa. After each barbarous aggression 
launched by the racists, the western powers 
usually express their dismay and pretend to 
disagree with their protégés. Actually, they 
keep supplying the racists with oil, arms and 
even nuclear-weapon technology, which is in- 
compatible with United Nations resolutions. 
At the recent United Nations General As- 
sembly, a total of 1,439 corporations, banks 
and other institutions of capitalist countries 
were accused of violating the decisions for an 
embargo on Rhodesia and South Africa. 
Among them there are many companies and 
banks of the Federal Republic of Germany. 
Their investments in South Africa amount to 
twelve billion deutschmarks. According to in- 
formation provided by the FRG-South Africa 
Chamber of Commerce, there are 450 firms in 
the country of apartheid in which the FRG has 
shares. More than 6,000 distributors sell FRG- 
made products in South Africa. 

In its numerous resolutions on questions of the 
struggle against colonialism and racism, the 
United Nations forum has clearly shown that 
the governments of the imperialist powers and 
corporations of those countries share re- 
sponsibility for the murderous onslaughts of 
the racists against the peoples of South Africa, 
Namibia and Zimbabwe and against the peo- 
ples of Mozambique, Zambia and Angola. It is 
only because of massive imperialist support 
that the régime of apartheid, the most brutal 
form of tyranny, can show complete disregard 
for the rights of the African majority in the 
Republic of South Africa and in Namibia, 
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which RSA troops occupied and annexed at the 
end of World War II. 

The régime of apartheid poses the most serious 
threat to the African continent. Its effective 
international isolation is the precept of our 
time. Strict economic and financial sanctions 
against the racist régimes, the withdrawal of 
all capital investments from the economy of 
South Africa and not least the unconditional 
observance of the arms embargo imposed by 
the Security Council on the South African 
apartheid regime would be effective means to 
give expression and effect to the declared will 
of the peoples of our globe. 

The hypocritical posture of the West on Na- 
mibia arouses attention. Five NATO States 
have conducted endless rounds of negotiations 
with Pretoria. They seek to give the appear- 
ance of Namibia making genuine headway 
towards determining its own future. In reality 
they only slow down the matter. This enabled 
the racists to install willing stooges in power 
by fake elections held by the occupying power. 
Now the impression emerges that the par- 
ticipation of the United Nations in the solu- 
tion of the Namibia problem according to the 
will of the imperialist States is to serve only 
as a disguise for another electoral farce the 
racists want to stage. We clearly express our 
view that the only way to prevent that country 
from becoming a new dangerous source of in- 
ternational tension is to fulfil the United Na- 
tions resolutions which call for the withdrawal 
of South Africa and all its troops from Na- 
mibia and the complete transfer of power to 
SWAPO, the genuine representative of the 
African majority. The goals are to achieve true 
and complete independence for Namibia, to 
provide security for the people of Namibia and 
to defend the territorial integrity of their 
country. 

Our position is equally consistent on Zim- 
babwe. Imperialist intrigues must no longer 
obstruct the hard struggle of that people. The 
intention to impose a neo-colonialist regime on 
this country by way of the so-called ‘‘internal 
solution’’ which would have left real power in 
the hands of the racists has failed. Even the 
fact that a few willing collaborators allow 
themselves to be misused by Smith cannot 
alter this. Power in Zimbabwe must be handed 
over to the Patriotic Front which is the only 
legitimate representative of its people re- 
cognized throughout the world. Only under its 
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leadership can true decisions be taken on the 
country’s future. 

The policy pursued by the GDR towards Africa 
is clear and consistent. Comrade Erich Ho- 
necker emphasized in his New Year’s message 
that “all those who are fighting against im- 
perialism, colonialism and racism can consider 
our country a sincere and reliable friend in 
every situation. We fully associate ourselves 
with the demand that the last few vestiges of 
colonialism and the policy of neo-colonialist 
exploitation must be eliminated and the roots 
of national and racial oppression be eradicated 
without delay.” Therefore it is only natural 
that the International Anti-Apartheid Year 
proclaimed by the United Nations has met with 
a broad response in the GDR. In accordance 
with the humanistic character of socialist 
society, the people and the Government of this 
country have manifested their unswerving 
alliance with the fighting peoples in southern 
Africa, indeed with all anti-racist, and anti-im- 
perialist forces, in manifold displays of active 
solidarity. You, dear leaders in the African lib- 
eration movements, have had many opportuni- 
ties to meet working people of our country, 
youths and Young Poineers, artists and scientists 
to see for yourselves that solidarity has become 
the concern of all citizens of the GDR... 

On behalf of the parties, mass organizations 
and public institutions represented in the 
Government Commission for the International 
Anti-Apartheid Year, I assure you that our 
efforts to give further impulses to the move- 
ment against racism and apartheid will not 
flag. In this spirit, we shall consistently carry 
through our programme of national measures 
and, of course, continue the activities beyond 
the Anti-Apartheid Year. 

We are deeply committed to the implementa- 
tion of the right of all peoples to national and 
social self-determination. Our all-embracing 
solidarity is with the patriots in southern 
Africa, who have lined up to break the chains 
of racism and apartheid. We are firmly deter- 
mined to contribute our efforts towards the 
implementation of the just demands of the na- 
tional liberation movements. The struggle con- 
tinues. The moment is drawing nearer and 
nearer when the racist régimes will finally 
disappear. They cannot evade their collapse. 
Victorians will be the African peoples. 


Archives of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
of the GDR 


From the speech delivered by Kurt Seibt, Chairman of the Central 
Auditing Commission of the Socialist Unity Party of Germany and 
President of the Solidarity Committee of the GDR, concerning the 
meeting of the GDR Government Commission for International 


Anti-Apartheid Year 


22 January 1979 


Reviewing the work done by the Solidarity 
Committee of the GDR, I should like to begin 
with the statement that the activities of the 
GDR Government Commission have been ex- 
ceedingly beneficial for the solidarity move- 
ment in the GDR. 

A successful effort was made to focus the in- 
terest of all classes and strata of our popula- 
tion to an increased extent on the problems in- 
volved in the international class struggle tak- 
ing place in southern Africa. This heightened 
awareness has led to an intensification of cam- 
paigns and solidarity contributions in support 
of the struggle which the peoples of southern 
Africa are waging to defeat neo-colonialism, 
racism and apartheid, and to secure indepen- 
dence and social progress. 

The working class and the trade union con- 
federation, the cooperative farmers, the youth 
and women’s organizations, the members of 
our armed forces, the Committee of Antifascist 
Resistance Fighters, craftsmen, tradespeople, 
scientists, journalists, artists, cultural workers, 
ecclesiastic circles, housewives and old-age 
pensioners—they all have turned their hearts 
and minds to te cause of internationalist anti- 
imperialist solidarity. 

The financial benefit accruing from their wide- 
ranging activities enabled the Solidarity Com- 
mittee to support the liberation struggle of the 
peoples of Africa, Asia and Latin America to 
the tune of 200 million marks in 1978. The 
material support extended by the people of 
the GDR to the liberation organizations and 
newly independent states in southern Africa 
represented a value of 40 million marks. 

The year 1978 witnessed a further intensifica- 
tion of the long-standing friendly relations 
which the GDR is maintaining with the libera- 
tion organizations in southern Africa: the 
ANC in South Africa, the Patriotic Front in 
Zimbabwe, and SWAPO in Namibia. 


Undoubtedly, the talks which the General Sec- 
retary of the SED Central Committee and 
Chairman of the GDR Council of State, Erich 
Honecker, conducted with our guests were 
special highlights in the development of our 
relations. During these meetings the leaders 
of the liberation organizations in question 
thanked the GDR for its expressions of soli- 
darity. 

Further steps have been agreed upon to pro- 
mote the common struggle against imperial- 
ism and to enhance solidarity and coopera- 
tion. 

A visible expression of our increasingly close 
ties of solidarity is the fact that official repre- 
sentatives of the SWAPO and the ANC have 
been accredited to the Solidarity Committee 
and that they have opened offices in the GDR 
capital. 

At the opening of these offices and during in- 
terviews granted to the press, our friends from 
Zimbabwe, Namibia and South Africa describ- 
ed the presence of the liberation organizations 
in Berlin as an effective demonstration of the 
GDR people’s community of interests with the 
liberation fighters and as a solid basis for 
strengthening the existing ties of friendship 
and cooperation. 

I should like to take advantage of this op- 
portunity to thank the office heads present 
here for their close cooperation with the Soli- 
darity Committee, for the consultations held 
and for the direct coordination of practical 
aid. This is making our job easier and our 
solidarity more effective. 

At the same time, I should like to thank our 
African friends for their participation in pub- 
lic meetings, forums and other events. By giv- 
ing an account there of the struggle against 
racism and apartheid they are helping our 
working people to perceive the need for still 
greater expressions of solidarity with your 
just struggle. 
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While it is clear to all of us that the movement 
of solidarity with the peoples of Africa saw a 
considerable upswing during International 
Anti-Apartheid Year, the political situation in 
southern Africa makes it necessary to display 
unstinted solidarity even after the end of Anti- 
Apartheid Year. 

As I have mentioned before, our material sup- 
port for the peoples of Africa amounted to 
40 million marks. This chiefly took the form 
of foodstuffs, vitamin preparations, medical 
supplies, baby food, blankets, clothing, tents 
and teaching aids. 

We have granted special assistance to the 
young nations of Angola and Mozambique in 
their battle to consolidate independence and 
thwart imperialist machinations. Their strength 
and potential is a crucial factor for develop- 
ments in southern Africa, for the success of the 
struggle being waged by the peoples of Nami- 
bia, Zimbabwe and South Africa. 

A substantial portion of our solidarity ship- 
ments is going to the ANC, to SWAPO and the 
Patriotic Front. 


The freedom fighters of SWAPO, the Patriotic 
Front and the ANC, as well as receiving food- 
stuffs and medical supplies, were also furnish- 
ed with articles essential for camp life such 
as tents, blankets and mess tins. 


Apart from granting direct material support, 
the Solidarity Committee is also giving politi- 
cal and moral aid to those fighting against 
racism and apartheid. 

I have already given a full account of the 
various solidarity events which have taken 
place in this country and which are forceful 
evidence of our population’s support for other 
peoples in their battle against exploitation and 
oppression, and I have also mentioned a num- 
ber of publications drawing the world’s atten- 
tion to the crimes perpetrated by the racist re- 
gimes and their mentors. 

At the request of SWAPO, the Solidarity Com- 
mittee has, in addition, arranged for the print- 
ing of an English-language brochure exposing 
the crimes of the South African racists in Kas- 
singa. 

For the benefit of the ANC we have printed a 
large number of copies of the publication 
ANC Speaks. 


Together ‘with the Anti-Apartheid Committee 
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of the United Nations we are planning to 
bring out a calendar for 1980. 

Furthermore, in the course of the past year 
our Committee has produced 18 posters either 
denouncing apartheid, colonialism and viola- 
tions of human rights or supporting the 
struggle of emergent nations such as Mozam- 
bique, Angola and Ethiopia. 

A folder comprising the best of these posters 
has become available during the last few days. 
I have brought some of these with me. 
Finally, I should like to mention another im- 
portant aspect of our solidarity: the provision 
of training and the treatment of wounded peo- 
ple in the GDR. 

The 750 African and Arab students and pro- 
spective skilled workers currently being train- 
ed under Solidarity Committee scholarship 
schemes include many young people from Na- 
mibia, South Africa and Zimbabwe as do the 
180 wounded freedom fighters being nursed 
back to health in hospitals throughout the 
country. 

I would also like to refer to the contribution 
which we have made at major international 
conferences to support the just cause of the 
African peoples. 

We have given a report before the Anti-Apart- 
heid Committee of the United Nations about 
the solidarity extended by the people of the 
GDR to the fighting patriots in southern 
Africa. The Committee chairman, Leslie O. 
Harriman, and the other Committee members 
said that the solidarity contribution made by 
the GDR to the African states was an im- 
portant one and that it would help achieve 
victory over our common enemy: racism and 
apartheid. 

The Solidarity Committee played an active 
part in the deliberations of the UN World 
Conference against Racism and Racial Dis- 
crimination in Geneva.. 

An official delegation attended the Interna- 
tional Conference in Solidarity with the Strug- 
gle of the African and Arab Peoples against 
Imperialism and Reaction in Addis Ababa. 
We were represented at the Paris meeting 
of the Continuing Committee of the Lisbon 
Conference against Apartheid and Racial Dis- 
crimination. 

Similary, we took part in the International 
Conference for the Struggle against Apartheid 
and for the Liberation of southern Africa held 
by AAPSO in New Delhi. 


Another event in which we participated was 
the Congress against Nuclear Cooperation be- 
tween the Federal Republic of Germany and 
South Africa, which was held in Bonn. We 
contributed significantly to the preparations 
for, and actual holding of, the 7th session of 
the AAPSO Presidium in Hanoi. That im- 
portant conference discussed the future re- 
quirements of international solidarity, with 
southern Africa ranking high on the list of 
priorities. 

Finally, I should like to mention a scientific 
seminar organized in the GDR by the Soli- 
darity Committee of the GDR on behalf of 
AAPSO. Its theme was “Economic Cooperation 
with the Socialist Countries: an Important 
Factor for Consolidating the Independence of 
the Developing Nations”. The 70 participants 
attending the seminar included representatives 
of the liberation organizations of southern 
Africa. 

As we approach the 30th anniversary of the 
founding of the German Democratic Republic 
later this year, the solidarity drive is main- 
taining its full momentum. Last week three 
further solidarity shipments intended for 
people suffering colonial and racist oppression 
arrived in Luanda and Lusaka. 


On taking delivery, SWAPO President Sam 
Nujoma pointed out: ‘“Our people are greatly 
encouraged by this solidarity. The GDR and 
its people have always stood by the oppressed 
peoples in both South East Asia and southern 
Africa.” 

ANC President Oliver Tambo, taking delivery 
of the solidarity shipment, said that these. ur- 
gently needed supplies were a valuable con- 
tribution to the just liberation struggle of the 
people of South Africa. 

This year has been proclaimed the Inter- 
national Year of the Child by the UN. Soli- 
darity with the millions of children who are 
denied peace, security and a happy future by 
imperialist and reactionary forces has a long- 
standing tradition in our country. The Solli- 
darity Committee of the GDR considers it one 
of its prime tasks to redouble its efforts 
during the International Year of the Child. 
Just as we extend unqualified anti-imperialist 
solidarity to the peoples fighting against racism 
and apartheid, so our hearts go out to the 
children of the fighting peoples in their 
aspirations for a future without war, exploita- 
tion and hunger. 


GDR Solidarity Committee Archives 


From the message of greeting addressed by the General Secretary 

of the Central Committee of the Socialist Unity Party of Germany and 
Chairman of the Council of State of the GDR, Erich Honecker, 

to the special session of the World Peace Council in Berlin 


2 February 1979 


I am very pleased to extend a warm welcome 
to you, as representatives of the peoples of the 
world for whom the struggle for peace is the 
supreme concern. The German Democratic 
Republic considers it a great honour that you 
have chosen our capital as the venue for this 
Significant session. I am quite certain that 
there will emanate from this Berlin conference 
strong momentum leading to new world-wide 
activities for the solution of the most urgent 
problem facing humanity—the consolidation of 
peace and security for all peoples. 

As people with differing political views, ideo- 
logical convictions and religious creeds, as re- 


presentatives of the most varied social move- 
ments and organizations, you have come here 
with the intention of taking appropriate steps 
to remove from mankind the threat of new 
devastating wars. Your conference vividly re- 
flects the momentum of those forces in the 
world which are committed to détente and the 
cessation of the arms race. It illustrates the 
passionate endeavours to cooperate in the solu- 
tion of the most pressing international prob- 
lems. 

Since its foundation 30 years ago, the German 
Democratic Republic has striven with all per- 
severance for this noble cause. The historical 
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experience of two world wars, unleashed by 
German imperialism and militarism, greatly 
influenced the formation and development of 
our socialist state. As a result of the victory by 
the Soviet Union and the other states of the 
Anti-Hitler Coalition over German fascism, a 
fundamental turn for the better was achieved 
in our country. For us it was not only a matter 
of erasing the immediate after-effects of war. 
We eliminated its causes, by changing the rela- 
tions of power. In the form of the German 
Democratic Republic, a state has developed 
on German soil and in the heart of Europe 
which is a reliable bastion of peace and friend- 
ship amongst nations. All its activities are 
pledged to ensure that never again will a war 
emanate from German territory. It actively 
serves the peoples’ great aim of liberating 
present and future generations from the 
scourge of war. 

Our country’s foreign policy corresponds with 
the vital interests of the world’s peoples. We 
support the international peace movement in 
its endeavours to incorporate broader sections 
and forces of society, to extend into new areas 
of the world and to render its activities more 
and more effective. Mankind does not need 
warlike confrontations, but rather peaceful co- 
operation. To work towards this end is a 
political mission for our people and, at the 
same time, it is our contribution to the preser- 
vation and consolidation of world peace. 


The Soviet Union, the German Democratic Re- 
public and the other socialist countries have 
done more than a little in the past years so 
that a stable edifice of peace, security and 
mutually beneficial cooperation might arise on 
the European continent. And we should not 
overlook the favourable effect that this has 
had on developments in other parts of the 
world. It is indeed an inspiring fact to all na- 
tions that Europe has witnessed the greatest 
progress so far on the road to détente, in the 
implementation of the principles of peaceful 
coexistence. 

Our country has made no mean contribution 
to this process. We are steadfastly putting into 
practice our policy of peaceful coexistence, 
and are thus taking into account the interests 
of peace and normal relations between na- 
tions. 

We consider it one of the most important tasks 
to consolidate political détente, and to follow 
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it up by military détente. It is essential to ex- 
tend détente beyond the confines of Europe, to 
extinguish existing flashpoints of conflict and 
to prevent new ones arising. Without doubt, 
this will only be possible in bitter conflict 
with those who are pursuing confrontation and 
exacerbation of the international situation and 
who are motivated by chauvinism, revanche 
and the urge for hegemony. We regard as no 
less dangerous those who base their policies 
on the proposition that a nuclear world war is 
inevitable. 

The unveiled threats against Vietnam made by 
Deputy Prime Minister Teng during his visit 
to the United States, his invective directed 
against the Soviet Union and his position 
against détente and for rearmament, provide 
evidence that present-day China is playing an 
extremely negative, dangerous role in world 
politics. 

An integral part of the struggle for peace is 
the national and social liberation of peoples. 
It is proceeding apace. The valiant Vietnamese 
people have won, by bitter struggle, peace and 
freedom for the whole of their country. And 
now this historic achievement must be secured. 
The defence of the sovereignty and invio- 
lability of Vietnam’s frontiers has become the 
concern of all peace forces. The German De- 
mocratic Republic, faithful to the principles of 
peaceful coexistence and to the principle that 
every nation has the free and sovereign right 
to determine its own path of development, has 
officially recognized the People’s Revolu- 
tionary Council of Kampuchea. 

The popular movements for national and social 
liberation can count on our support. We stand 
in solidarity with the progressive forces of 
Africa, a continent which is awakening, a pro- 
cess which serves the interests and happiness 
of its peoples and the whole of humanity. We 
feel a close involvement with the just struggle 
of the Arab peoples, with the Palestinian peo- 
ple, and their liberation organization, the PLO. 
We are also engaged in active solidarity with 
all the fighters for freedom and social prog- 
ress in Latin America and Asia. We are con- 
vinced that the states which have achieved na- 
tional liberation will solve their problems in 
the way they wish. No power in the world can 
alter that. 

Thirty years of the German Democratic Re- 
public represent three decades of struggle for 
peace in the heart of Europe. Through your 


extensive support for the peace policy of the 
GDR, you have performed an undying service 
for our people. For this we are very grateful, 
and for our part will do everything in the 
future to justify your trust. With this policy 


we are pursuing what is for us a constitutional 
principle and social reality. 


Neues Deutschland, 3/4 February 1979 


From the speech delivered by Kurt Seibt, Chairman of the Central 
Auditing Commission of the Socialist Unity Party of Germany and 
President of the Solidarity Committee of the GDR, at the extended 
session of the Solidarity Committee’s Presidium 


15 February 1979 


In preparing for the 30th anniversary of the 
foundation of our republic we should bear in 
mind that the 30 years of history of our state 
is also the history of solidarity. An outstanding 
example of this is the solidarity extended to 
the Vietnamese people with whom we are 
linked by close bonds of friendship. 
Unforgettable evidence of the internationalist 
attitude of GDR citizens includes the help ex- 
tended to the people of Korea during the 
1950s, the GDR’s participation in rebuilding 
Korea’s national economy and the help ex- 
tended to Cuba during the 1960s. 

A wave of solidarity swept the country in sup- 
port of the Chilean patriots after the fascist 
coup in 1973. Luis Corvalan and many other 
Chilean antifascists were freed by interna- 
tionalist solidarity. 

No less active solidarity was experienced by 
the peoples of Asia, Africa and Latin America, 
and this will continue. Mozambique, Angola, 
Guinea-Bissau, the Cape Verde Islands and 
Sao Tomé and Principe have gained their in- 
dependence. They decided for a road with a 
socialist orientation. 

Recently, Kampuchea liberated itself. 1978 was 
a year of further great successes in the anti- 
imperialist struggle. The Shah’s regime was 
overthrown in Iran, a country which used to 
be a bastion directed against communism and 
the Soviet Union and which US imperialism 
and NATO thought they had under their 
thumbs, but which has now burnt their 
fingers. 

If we, in addition, bear in mind the victory of 
the revolutionary forces in Afghanistan, all 
will realize that the peoples’ liberation strug- 
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gle cannot be stopped. In addition there is the 
growing resistance of the Central and South 
American states against US imperialism. 

The so-called human rights campaign which 
US President Carter thought to be well set up 
to revive the anti-communist struggle against 
the socialist states turned out to be a boome- 
rang. It is in fact precisely those peoples who 
are rising whose human rights are being 
trampled underfoot by imperialism. 

The anti-imperialist solidarity movement has 
become an international force. Its tasks are 
closely linked with the basic problems of 
mankind, i.e. safeguarding world peace, end- 
ing the arms race and introducing disarma- 
ment measures. 

Anti-imperialist solidarity and the struggle 
for peace form an integrated whole. This im- 
portant statement was proved again and con- 
firmed by the recent special session of the 
World Peace Council in Berlin. 

It is really in this sense that we, the Socialist 
Unity Party of Germany, the government of 
the German Democratic Republic and all 
public organizations in the GDR, have always 
regarded peace and anti-imperialist solidarity 
as coherent foreign policy tasks. 

The pillar on which world peace rests is the 
strength of the socialist community. Its power 
and policy of proletarian internationalism en- 
couraged the revolutionary victories of the 
peoples of Cuba, Vietnam, Laos, Angola, Mo- 
zambique, Ethiopia, Yemen, Afghanistan, and 
Kampuchea. This active solidarity of the so- 
cialist countries effectively called a halt to the 
aggressive actions of imperialism against the 
advancing young states, guaranteed peace in 
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this region and made an essential contribution 
to a change in the balance of power in favour 
of the forces of peace and socialism. This was 
emphatically confirmed by the Declaration of 
the Moscow Meeting of the Political Con- 
sultative Committee of the Warsaw Treaty 
Member States. 

The newly independent states which chose a 
socialist road of development are a new, active 
and growing factor in the world revolutionary 
process. Today they have the opportunity and 
have the mission, together with existing so- 
cialism, to play a very important part in safe- 
guarding world peace. 

The fact cannot be overlooked that for some 
time the proponents of cold war have launched 
massive attempts to hamper the process of 
détente and wreck what has already been 
achieved. These forces are increasing the ma- 
terial preparations for war and staging an 
arms race without parallel in history. The 
formation of new imperialist military pacts is 
to serve both the escalation of psychological 
warfare and the interference in the internal 
affairs of socialist and newly liberated na- 
tions. And we underestimate this by no 
means. 

Unfortunately, the policy now being pursued 
by the Chinese leaders is of great help to im- 
perialism’s aggressive aims. This is shown, 
inter alia, by Peking’s foreign policy directed 
against détente, the rejection by the Chinese 
leaders of any disarmament proposals, the 
support rendered to the reactionary imperialist 
circles in Europe, Peking’s provocative actions 
against the Socialist Republic of Vietnam and 
its worldwide collaboration with imperialism 
on an anti-Soviet and anti-socialist basis. Thus 
the Chinese leaders revealed their true colours 
in the eyes of those peoples to whom they have 
repeatedly made hypocritical promises. 

We have a clear-cut answer to these imperial- 
ist machinations, to the dangerous policy of 
the Chinese leaders; we will, in accordance 
with the Moscow Declaration, continue with 
our peace offensive, at the same time com- 
prehensively strengthening socialism. 

What is at stake for the courageous Vietna- 
mese people, who, as a result of hard struggle 
achieved peace and freedom for the whole 
country, is the preservation of its historic suc- 
cess. We all know that Vietnam was sorely 
tried in 1978. Exerting political and economic 
pressure, organizing counter-revolutionary 
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activities and stirring up armed conflicts, the 
reactionary forces of imperialism, in league 
with the Peking leaders and the former rulers 
in Kampuchea, are trying to hamper the con- 
struction of socialism in Vietnam and to get 
the country out of the socialist family of na- 
tions. In addition, there was the gravest flood 
disaster within the last hundred years, which 
brought the Vietnamese people vast losses of 
food and livestock, housing and public facili- 
ties, causing grave damages to the irrigation 
and drainage system and to transport and 
communications. 

However, thanks to the wise and level-headed 
policy of the Communist Party of Vietnam, 
thanks to the militant spirit of the population 
and thanks to the worldwide solidarity neither 
hostile intrigues nor the powers of nature were 
able to force the Vietnamese people to their 
knees. 

Vietnam is advancing further and successfully 
on the road outlined by the 4th Congress of 
the Communist Party of Vietnam. The socialist 
countries and all progressive mankind are 
standing firmly by the side of Vietnam. 
During our visit to Vietnam on the occasion of 
the 7th AAPSO Council Meeting in January 
we were able to see for ourselves the courage, 
diligence and unshakeable will the Vietnamese 
people are demonstrating in healing the 
wounds of the thirty years of the liberation 
struggle and overcoming the consequences of 
the gravest natural disaster since time imme- 
morial, thus assuring a life in peace in Viet- 
nam. 

The people of the GDR are proud of the fact 
that they were once again able to meet their 
internationalist obligation towards Vietnam 
and render active help and support during the 
difficult struggle for preserving and strength- 
ening the socialist vanguard in South East 
Asia. 

The working class, the cooperative farmers, 
and indeed all classes and age groups of our 
people, writing declarations of solidarity with 
the Vietnamese people and protest resolutions 
against the hostile machinations of the Chinese 
leaders, and making additional donations, con- 
firmed their will to make the Treaty of Friend- 
ship and Cooperation between the GDR and 
the SRV the guideline of their solidarity ac- 
tions. 

This active help made possible the dispatch 
not only of solidarity consignments planned 


for 1978 to the value of 40 million marks to 
the Vietnamese people but also additional sup- 
plies worth 38 million marks. 

About 6,000 young Vietnamese are at present 
being trained in the GDR by enterprises, col- 
leges and technical schools. 

We are also continuing to extend help to Viet- 
nam by way of solidarity for major projects. 
Thus the joint construction of Vinh, the town 
of heroes, is being continued. The new build- 
ings of the school for construction workers in 
Vinh are almost ready. An extension of the 
vocational school for metal-workers has been 
started in Pho Yen. The construction of the 
orthopaedic centre in Ba Vi and the moderni- 
zation of the Vietnam—GDR Friendship hospi- 
tal in Hanoi are being systematically continued 
as are three works for electrodeposition. With 
the help of the chambers of artisans in the 
counties of the GDR the 65th workshop was 
established in the SRV. 

Teaching aids worth three million marks were 
delivered to support the training programme 
of the SRV. People of our republic were able 
to help those afflicted by the flood disaster by 
sending medicines, textiles, food, tents and 
camping equipment, consumer goods and 
many other industrial goods. 

Special mention should be made here of the 
fact that the Protestant Church and the Free 
Churches of the GDR are annually raising 
some 1.5 to 2 million marks by their ‘Bread 
for the World” action. And last year church 
dignitaries from the GDR personally handed 
over goods worth 1.5 million marks to the 
Vietnamese people to help alleviate the results 
of the flood disaster. We know that this year, 
too, the Vietnamese people have very difficult 
tasks to tackle. That is why Erich Honecker, 
General Secretary of the Central Committee of 
the SED and Chairman of the Council of State 
of the GDR, on the occasion of his visit to the 
Socialist Republic of Vietnam, once more 
underlined the irrevocable relevance of the 
slogan ‘‘Solidarity—-now more than ever’. The 
Solidarity Committee will do its bit to put that 
slogan into practice in the spirit of inter- 
nationalism. 

It was with great enthusiasm that we witnessed 
the victory of the Revolutionary Liberation 
Front of Kampuchea, the overthrow of the 
criminal Pol Pot/Ieng Sari clique and the birth 
of an independent, democratic, peace-loving 
Kampuchea. 
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The crude attempt on the part of Peking’s 
leaders to falsify the real situation by making 
slanderous and provocative statements about 
the Socialist Republic of Vietnam and the Peo- 
ple’s Republic of Kampuchea is one more 
proof of the great-power-chauvinism of current 
Chinese policies. They are almost frothing at 
the mouth because of their defeat. However, 
we are certain that the People’s Republic of 
Kampuchea will endure. It will assume an im- 
portant place among the progressive interna- 
tional public and make a useful contribution 
strengthening peace and security. 

Kampuchea has still many wounds to heal 
which were inflicted upon it by the hated re- 
gime. But all over the country people are con- 
fidently getting down to the difficult work of 
reconstruction. They are doing so not least 
because of their awareness that they have good 
friends and reliable allies throughout the 
world. We are among them. Our Committee 
was one of the first to assure the Kampuchean 
people of its solidarity. We were thanked for 
this by the representatives of the new people’s 
state who took part in the AAPSO Council 
Meeting in Hanoi. Last week we were able to 
continue our exchange of ideas when a delega- 
tion of the Kampuchean United Front of Na- 
tional Salvation, headed by Ros Samay, Gen- 
eral Secretary of the Central Committee, 
visited the GDR. 

The Solidarity Committee was able to inform 
Ros Samay that the first consignments for 
Kampuchea, including medical supplies and 
foodstuffs, had already been prepared. In ad- 
dition, we will finance further aid for the re- 
construction of Kampuchea from donations by 
members of the Confederation of Free German 
Trade Unions and other sections of the popu- 
lation. 

Our solidarity with the people of Laos will 
continue to an undiminished extent. In the 
fourth year after the victory over the US ag- 
gressors and their lackeys this nation is suc- 
cessfully laying the foundations of socialism. 
This young people’s state had to take over a 
difficult heritage too. However, based upon 
the friendship and solidarity of the Soviet 
Union, the Socialist Republic of Vietnam, the 
GDR and the other socialist countries the 
problems can gradually be solved. New enter- 
prises are being built and important irriga- 
tion and drainage work is being carried out. 
The first agricultural production cooperatives 


222 


are functioning and the building of the in- 
frastructure is advancing. The international 
reputation of the young state is growing day 
by day. 

In this country, too, the flood disaster, having 
caused much damage, has proved to be a 
major obstacle to economic development. In 
October last year the GDR Solidarity Com- 
mittee dispatched two charter planes to Laos 
with urgently needed goods. In 1978 our soli- 
darity aid to the people of Laos amounted to 
altogether 3.5 million marks. In addition to 
other kinds of solidarity aid (e.g. 362 young 
people from Laos are at present being trained 
in the GDR) these solidarity consignments are 
proof of the fact that the cooperation agreed 
upon between our peoples on the occasion of 
the visit of Kaysone Phomvihane, General 
Secretary of the Lao People’s Revolutionary 
Party, is steadily increasing. 

In Africa too, imperialism, frightened by the 
course the national and social revolutions have 
taken, has started a counteroffensive. As a 
result of the victories gained by the revolu- 
tionary forces in Ethiopia, Angola, Mozam- 
bique, Guinea-Bissau and other African coun- 
tries it became obvious that the imperialist 
attempts to prevent the spread of revolution- 
ary processes in Africa, in particular in the 
south of this continent, were increasing in 
their extent and aggressiveness. 

Late in May 1978 the leading representatives 
of the NATO states, at their Washington meet- 
ing, discussed their future policy. Their main 
target will be the African states with a social- 
ist orientation. At the same time they want to 
halt the just struggle of the patriots of Zim- 
babwe, Namibia and South Africa, using force 
and deception, and prevent the liberation or- 
ganizations from increasing their influence 
further and from strengthening their positions. 
In so doing they are extending particular sup- 
port to the main bastion of racism, the Repub- 
lic of South Africa. 

Direct military intervention and acts of ag- 
gression, ideological diversion, economic pres- 
sure, diplomatic moves and first steps towards 
creating a  pro-imperialist ‘‘Inter-African 
Force’’—all this is part of imperialism’s ‘‘hard 
line’ against the revolutionary forces of 
Africa. 

Using the hackneyed lie of an alleged com- 
munist danger they are trying to split cohesive 
anti-imperialist actions, to sever Africa from 
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its true and natural allies and drive a wedge 
between the forces of social progress. 
However, one can state that this will be futile, 
because the Soviet Union and the other so- 
cialist states are enjoying very great authority 
and respect for their unreserved and selfless 
support of the African peoples’ liberation 
struggle from the very beginning. 

Being fully aware of this the imperialists are 
also trying to use a carrot in addition to the 
stick. They are loudly praising so-called devel- 
opment aid, always presenting new plans for 
allegedly peaceful solution. In the meantime 
equipment continues to be delivered secretly 
to the full extent to the racist aggressors 
against the peoples of southern Africa. 

In this connection one cannot overlook the fact 
that imperialism is increasingly using the so- 
cial-democratic Socialist International as a 
means to deceive the peoples who are to be 
distracted from the real tasks of the liberation 
movement with the help of ‘““democratic’” and 
“‘socialist’’ phrases. However, these manoeuvres 
by the representatives of the 2nd Socialist 
International will not fare any better than the 
other imperialist machinations. 

Last year, a group of five NATO states—the 
United States, the Federal Republic of Ger- 
many, Great Britain, France and Canada- 
during negotiations in Pretoria, were trying to 
create the impression that they were interested 
in a speedy ‘‘peaceful solution” of the Namibia 
problem. But this was nothing but delaying 
tactics enabling the racists to put docile pup- 
pets in the saddle through fraudulent elections 
supervised by the occupation forces. 

We feel that only the fulfilment of the UN 
Resolutions providing for the withdrawal of 
all South African troops from Namibian ter- 
ritory and for the complete transfer of power 
to SWAPO can prevent Namibia from being 
plunged into dangerous developments by the 
racists. What is at stake is Namibia’s genuine 
and complete independence, the security of the 
Namibian people and the defence of the coun- 
try’s territorial integrity. This is fully in ac- 
cordance with the corresponding UN resolu- 
tions and the views held by the liberation 
fighters in southern Africa. 

We hold a similarly consistent view on the 
development in Zimbabwe. In this region, too, 
imperialist intrigues must not any longer be 
allowed to impede the costly struggle of this 
people. The intention of forcing a neo-colo- 


nialist regime on to the country through a so- 
called internal solution, leaving the power in 
the hands of the racists, is doomed to failure. 
Power in Zimbabwe by right belongs to the 
Patriotic Front which is the internationally re- 
cognized and only legitimate representative of 
the people. 

The intrigues of imperialism, of all enemies of 
national liberation and of social progress are 
being confronted with the growing awareness 
of all progressive forces that the close alliance 
with and mutual help by the forces of social- 
ism and the national liberation movement are 
the most important prerequisite for success in 
the struggle against imperialism. 

And thus we are moving ever closer together— 
although our countries are thousands of kilo- 
metres away from each other on different sides 
of our globe. The visit paid by comrade Erich 
Honecker to some liberated African states is a 
vivid expression of this. 

We deem it especially important to help those 
African states which, after having gained po- 
litical independence, are now setting about 
freeing themselves from their economic yoke 
and build a new social order. 

We are deepening economic, scientific and 
technological relations with these states on the 
basis of equality and to mutual benefit. 

Last year alone, comprehensive agreements 
providing for dynamic cooperation tailored to 
the special needs of these countries were con- 
cluded with Angola, Ethiopia, Mozambique, 
Algeria, Libya, and others. The cooperation in- 
cludes various spheres of the economy and 
also health and education. 

In the case of Ethiopia the modernization of 
agriculture which is still in a stage of feudal 
backwardness, is a central issue. Not only 
tractors and combine harvesters are of im- 
portance but also scientific methods of cultiva- 
tion and assistance in setting up agricultural 
production cooperatives. 

The 3rd FRELIMO Congress held in Mozam- 
bique stressed the importance of the develop- 
ment of industry and the strengthening of the 
African working class connected therewith. 
The GDR is supporting this process with a 
number of significant mining and industrial 
projects. This cooperation is not confined to 
equipment and complete installations, but to 
an increasing extent includes the sending of 
experts in order to help overcome the lack of 
skilled labour inherited from colonialism, and 


who are supporting various African states in 
building up a planned economy and in giving 
assistance in other important spheres. 

What began many years ago as solidarity heip 
for the liberation struggle is now being ex- 
pressed in long-term planning targets and 
agreements. To the extent Africa is changing 
its image on the road to progress the quality 
of cooperation is also developing. However, 
the essence has remained the same; it is the 
bonds of active solidarity which link the GDR 
with fighting Africa. This solidarity with the 
peoples of Africa received a fresh impetus in 
1978, the International Anti-Apartheid Year. 
The proceeds from many popular events last 
year enabled the Solidarity Committee to ex- 
tend to the liberation organizations and young 
independent states solidarity help to the tune 
of 40 million marks. This included, above all, 
foodstuffs, vitamin pills and other medicines, 
baby foods, blankets, clothing, tents and teach- 
ing aids. 

The young states of Angola, Mozambique and 
Ethiopia, struggling for the strengthening of 
their independence and against imperialist in- 
trigues, were granted especially extensive 
solidarity aid. We thus handed to Mengistu 
Haile Mariam, Chairman of the Provisional 
Military Administrative Council of Socialist 
Ethiopia, a cheque worth 15 million marks 
during his official stay in the GDR where he 
was also received by Erich Honecker for a 
friendly talk. The cheque is now being hon- 
oured by GDR products. The liberation or- 
ganizations (ANC, SWAPO and the Patriotic 
Front) are also being given large quantities of 
solidarity goods, the main aim being to im- 
prove the supply situation in the refugee 
camps. 

Among other things we sent medical supplies 
and equipment to the tune of 2.6 million 
marks. A total of 11 special aircraft were dis- 
patched to Lusaka and Luanda because of the 
urgently needed help. Other consignments 
were transported by sea. 


Last year, too, the Week of Solidarity with the 
Peoples of Africa Fighting for National and 
Social Liberation and Against Racism, or- 
ganized by the Solidarity Committee, was a 
worthy highlight of solidarity with the African 
peoples. 

The Solidarity Committee is continuously 
bringing out publications exposing the crimes 
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committed by the racist regimes and their ac- 
complices to the international public. Thus a 
series of brochures will soon be published 
entitled NATO and Southern Atrica. Its three 
parts will deal with the following subjects: the 
neocolonialist practices of the FRG towards 
Namibia; the NATO plot with the South 
African racists, and NATO’s support for the 
Southern Rhodesian racists. 

Last year, complying with a SWAPO request, 
we organized the publication in English of a 
book on the crimes committed by the South 
African racists in Kassinga. For the ANC we 
printed a large number of copies of The ANC 
Speaks. ... In cooperation with the UN Anti- 
Apartheid Committee we intend to publish a 
calendar for 1980. 

In addition, the Committee produced 18 post- 
ers last year, exposing apartheid, colonialism 
and the violation of human rights and calling 
for solidarity with newly independent states 
like Mozambique and Ethiopia. These posters 
were also well received at exhibitions in 
Geneva and New York. 

It should also be mentioned that the Solidarity 
Committee is actively cooperating with the 
GDR Government Commission for Interna- 
tional Anti-Apartheid Year, headed by Alfred 
Neumann, First Deputy Chairman of the Coun- 
cil of Ministers. 

An important aspect of our solidarity is the 
training of experts and the medical treatment 
of sick and wounded in the GDR. There are 
now some 750 African and Arab students in 
receipt of scholarships from the GDR Solli- 
darity Committee. A total of 180 freedom 
fighters are receiving medical treatment in this 
country. 

I would also like to stress our contributions 
made at major international conferences to 
support the just cause of the African peo- 
ples. 

Thus we reported on the GDR’s solidarity ex- 
tended to the patriots fighting in southern 
Africa to the UN Anti-Apartheid Committee 
in New York. Mr Leslie O. Harriman, the 
Chairman of the Committee, and other mem- 
bers expressed their great appreciation for the 
GDR’s solidarity contribution and for the fact 
that the GDR’s attitude is of outstanding signi- 
ficance for the victory over the common 
enemy, i.e. racism and apartheid. 

The GDR Solidarity Committee took an active 
part in the UN World Conference against Re- 
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cism and Racial Discrimination in Geneva and 
in the International Conference of Solidarity 
with the African and Arab Peoples Fighting 
against Imperialism and Reaction in Addis 
Ababa. We also took part in the meeting in 
Paris of the Continuing Committee of the Lis- 
bon Conference against Apartheid and Racial 
Discrimination. We participated in the Inter- 
*national Conference for the Struggle against 
Apartheid and for the Liberation of Southern 
Africa in New Delhi and in the Congress for 
Action against Nuclear Cooperation between 
the FRG and South Africa in Bonn. We are 
taking an active part in the work of the Inter- 
national Commission of Investigation into Cri- 
mes of Apartheid in the South of Africa. 

I would like to mention the scientific seminar 
our committee organized in the GDR on be- 
half of AAPSO. More than 70 participants 
from 30 countries and ten international orga- 
nizations discussed ‘‘Economic Cooperation 
with the Socialist States, an Important Factor 
in Strengthening the Independence of Devel- 
oping Countries”. 

Even if the International Anti-Apartheid Year 
will end on 20 March this year we will con- 
tinue to supply further impetus to the move- 
ment against racism and apartheid. 

To help overcome imperialism, colonialism 
and apartheid, the scourges of mankind, is an 
ambitious aim. To fight for this is a truly hu- 
manist concern. 

Now as before the Middle East is the focus of 
conflict between progress and reaction. 

It gives us great satisfaction to state that im- 
perialism, in spite of rampant intrigues, did 
not achieve its aim to defeat the progressive 
forces in the Middle East and in particular the 
Palestine Liberation Organization (PLO). 

The further consolidation of all parts of the 
Palestine liberation movement and_ the 
strengthening of the ranks of the Arab states 
are prerequisites for rebuffing imperialist and 
Zionist manoeuvres and separatist conspiracies 
like that of Camp David. This became evident, 
too, at the 14th Session of the Palestine Na- 
tional Council in Damascus, which was also 
attended by a delegation of the GDR, one of 
whose members was a representative of the 
Solidarity Committee. At this meeting the 
PLO stressed the necessity of the alliance with 
the socialist states, in particular the Soviet 
Union. 

For years the solidarity aid extended to the 


sorely afflicted Palestinian people and its only 
legitimate representative, the PLO, has become 
the concern of all people in our republic. Last 
year the Week of Solidarity with the Anti-im- 
perialist Forces in the Middle East Fighting 
for Peace and Social Progress became an out- 
standing event of the solidarity movement in 
the GDR. Yassir Arafat, Chairman of the Exe- 
cutive Committee of the PLO being present. 
During a conversation with Erich Honecker, 
Yassir Arafat was assured of the further soli- 
darity of the people of the GDR with the fight 
of the people of Palestine for their inalienable 
rights. There was also a meeting of Yassir 
Arafat with the Solidarity Committee. The 
outstanding Palestinian leader expressed his 
high regard for the broad anti-imperialist soli- 
darity movement, warmly thanking the 
goyernment and people of the GDR for their 
support. 

We have continued our solidarity with the 
people of the People’s Democratic Republic of 
Yemen, supporting them in building a so- 
cialist-oriented society free from exploitation. 
This small Arab country is consistently devel- 
oping into a strong bastion of socialism in the 
Arab region. Hence we will: continue to de- 
velop and deepen the relations of close friend- 
ship and trusting cooperation that have come 
into being in the course of the common strug- 
gle for peace, détente and social progress, and 
against imperialism, neo-colonialism and reac- 
tion. 

With great interest we have been following the 
thorough changes for the well-being of the 
working people going on since the democratic 
people’s revolution in the Democratic Republic 
of Afghanistan in April of last year. We are 
convinced that Afghanistan too, will, with sup- 
port from the world’s progressive forces, be 
successful and thus make a contribution to the 
intensification of the anti-imperialist struggle 
of the peoples, the strengthening of world 
peace and international security. 

As early as last year we sent solidarity goods 
to Afghanistan and we shall intensify our sup- 
port this year. 

In Latin America, too, revolutionary events are 
shaking the imperialist system, and revolu- 
tionary mass movements are undermining US 
domination. The deathly silence expected by 
reactionary imperialist circles after the fascist 
putsch in Chile did not come. Revolutionary 
movements in a number of Latin American 


countries bear witness to the fresh upswing 
of the anti-imperialist and democratic move- 
ment. 

Increasingly wider sections of the people are 
rallying around the Sandinist Liberation Front 
in the struggle against the hated fascist So- 
moza dictatorship in Nicaragua. A delegation 
of Nicaraguan patriots visited the GDR asking 
us for solidarity help. We assured them of our 
solidarity in their struggle too. 

In Paraguay, Uruguay and other countries on 
this continent as well there is growing resis- 
tance against reactionary and anti-popular re- 
gimes that are being kept going by the United 
States. 

Let us have a look at Chile. 

Recently, intending to defraud public opinion, 
Pinochet attempted to give his regime an air 
of being lawful with the help of a tailored 
constitution and other cosmetic operations. 
However, mass arrests by the fascist secret 
police are still on the agenda and patriots are 
being abducted and tortured. Pinochet's fascist 
regime is raging against the mounting and 
increasingly organized resistance. With the 
exception of the Chinese leaders and Strauss 
and his gang in the FRG, the entire world has 
the utmost contempt for this murderous sys- 
tem. Even the United States itself could not 
avoid instituting legal proceedings against the 
murderers of Letelier, a politician of the Al- 
lende government, following protests from all 
over the world. 

For us, there can be only one conclusion: 

Not to flag in our efforts to expose Pinochet's 
junta, to grant active solidarity to all demo- 
crats and antifascists in Chile until victory is 
won by the people against fascism. 

Last year we did our bit at international con- 
ferences to provide a fresh impetus to soli- 
darity with Chile. I would like to stress our 
active contribution at the World Conference of 
Solidarity with the Chilean People in Madrid 
which provided proof of the power of the in- 
ternational solidarity movement. The GDR 
made an essential contribution to the exposure 
and condemnation of Pinochet’s regime 
through its cooperation in international confe- 
rences in Algiers, Florence and Benghazi as 
well as in the International Commission of 
Enquiry into the Crimes of the Chilean Mili- 
tary Junta. 

Last year, at the suggestion of the Chile centre 
in our country, we issued a number of impor- 
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tant publications which contribute to the disse- 
mination in the GDR and in many other coun- 
tries of the truth about the events in Chile. 
Thousands of Chilean citizens who were forced 
to emigrate are now living in the GDR and 
feel at home here. They not only found a se- 
cond home here, but also jobs and places at 
colleges and universities. One day they will 
return to their homeland. 

We assure our Chilean friends that we will 
continue with our active solidarity. We will 
support their powerful movement against the 
fascist rulers in Chile. The Chilean people are 
aware of the fact that the people of the GDR 
are on their side. 

The increasing commitment people in the GDR 
showed last year is proof for us that this year 
too we can reckon with large-scale and effec- 
tive solidarity actions. In 1978 some 200 mil- 
lion marks were donated to the solidarity fund 
making possible assistance in all parts of the 
globe. 

All sections of the population without excep- 
tion took part in these fund-raising campaigns. 
I would like to use this opportunity to express 
our thanks for their internationalist attitude. 

It has become a tradition that the 8.5 million 
members of the FDGB extend solidarity in 
thousands of ways to the struggle against im- 
perialism, colonialism and apartheid. Solida- 
rity, as one of the noblest aims of the working 
class, is firmly rooted in thousands of trade 
union branches. Proof of this are the innumer- 
able initiatives taken to provide additional 
output within socialist competition, to steadily 
increase their material solidarity and make 
every effort to raise the effectiveness of their 
solidarity actions. 

Last year, the FDGB transferred more than 
100 million marks to the solidarity account, 
and in addition, granted help to Vietnam, 
which was personally handed over by Comrade 
Harry Tisch, Chairman of the National Execu- 
tive of the FDGB. 

In 1978 the committees of the National Front, 
through manifold initiatives, made a valuable 
contribution to strengthening political, moral 
and material solidarity. 

In December last year the National Front 
district committee at Lébau made use of local 
festivals to raise the solidarity fund to 80,000 
marks. In the case of artisans and traders who 
altogether contributed a total of 9 million 
marks to solidarity, it was in particular those 
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organized in the Potsdam Chamber of Artisans 
who had outstanding achievements to their 
credit. Last year they handed the 25th work- 
shop according to plan to Vietnam. The funds 
raised by them in 1978 totalled some 400,000 
marks. The cooperative farmers’ and coopera- 
tive gardeners’ solidarity movement also re- 
corded further successes in 1978. Including the 
approximately 10 million marks donated last 
year the members of the cooperatives have 
raised just under 50 million marks since the 
Farmers’ Congress in 1972. 

The GDR’s women’s federation, the DFD, 
contributed more than one million marks to 
the Solidarity Committee of the GDR in 1978; 
this year, too, it is to launch an action together 
with its journal Fur Dich in aid of the soli- 
darity fund. 

A fact that should also be stressed is the soli- 
darity exercised by the GDR’s youth organi- 
zation. Since its 10th Congress the FDJ has 
raised some 13 million marks for solidarity 
purposes and in addition youth teams of 
friendship are working in 13 countries in 
Africa, Asia and Latin America to help in 
training skilled workers and tackling im- 
portant economic projects. 

The solidarity of young people will receive a 
fresh impetus at the forthcoming national 
youth festival of the GDR at Whitsun. 

The Association of Victims of the Nazi Regime 
handed over more than 2 million marks to the 
Solidarity Committee in 1978. Similar sums 
were also donated during previous years. 

One should also mention the large sums do- 
nated by scientists and artists for the purpose 
of international solidarity. Our soldiers and 
officers also raise significant sums every year; 
the same can be said of consumer cooperatives, 
church members and other people. 


In order to be able to convert the large amount 
of money donated into relief goods (i.e. equip- 
ment, medical supplies, foodstuffs etc.) con- 
siderable efforts have to be made in produc- 
tion and people working in the different 
spheres of the national economy have to work 
additional shifts. We should like to express our 
sincere thanks to them. On this occasion I 
would in particular like to thank the jour- 
nalists working for all the GDR’s mass media 
for their untiring efforts for the cause of soli- 
darity. 

All contributions are made voluntarily, and, I 
would like to stress this, in the awareness to 


do something for humanity, for the dignity of 
man, for freedom and human rights. 

It is precisely this year, the 30th anniversary 
of our republic, that the solidarity of the peo- 
ple of the GDR will receive another major im- 
petus. A central position will be occupied by 
the International Year of the Child proclaimed 
by the United Nations. In the GDR, solidarity 
with millions of children who are denied peace, 
security and a happy future by imperialist 
forces and reaction, has a tradition of long 
standing. To increase this solidarity further 
during the International Year of the Child is 
a cause dear to our hearts. 

To the same extent our unqualified anti-im- 
perialist solidarity is extended to the struggle 
of the peoples against imperialism, colonialism 
and racism, so it is to the children of the fight- 
ing peoples and for their future without war, 
exploitation and hunger. 

The initiatives, pledges and various projects 


undertaken by our working people within the 
framework of socialist competition organized 
on the occasion of the 30th anniversary of the 
foundation of the GDR are proof both of their 
close bonds with our socialist state and of their 
internationalist responsibility for the continued 
strengthening of the positions of socialism in 
the worldwide struggle against imperialism. 
Love of the socialist fatherland and assuming 
responsibility for the cause of social progress 
in all parts of the world are one and the same 
thing for us. Erich Honecker said that all 
fighting against imperialism, colonialism and 
racism have a true friend in the GDR. 

In 1979, the 30th anniversary of our republic, 
our solidarity will grow further and the Soli- 
darity Committee of the GDR will do its ut- 
most to this end. 


GDR Solidarity Committee Archives 


From the joint declaration issued on the occasion of the visit paid 

by a party and state delegation of the German Democratic Republic 
headed by the General Secretary of the Central Committee of the 
Socialist Unity Party of Germany and Chairman of the Council of State 
of the German Democratic Republic, Erich Honecker, 

to the Socialist People’s Libyan Arab Jamahiriya 


17 February 1979 


The GDR and the SPLAJ reaffirm their soli- 
darity with the African liberation movements 
in their struggle against all forms of colonial- 
ism and racism. They support the legitimate 
representatives of the peoples of Zimbabwe, 
Namibia and South Africa: The Patriotic Front, 
the South West Africa People’s Organization 
and the African National Congress, and back 
their struggle for national independence, free- 
dom and equal rights. They vigorously con- 
demn the plots of imperialism and the racist 
regimes against the liberation struggle waged 
by the peoples of the region. Both sides advo- 
cate a peaceful settlement of the West Sahara 
problem through the realization of the right of 
the people of the West Sahara to self-deter- 
Mination in accordance with the resolutions 


adopted by the United Nations. They express 
concern over the differences of the African 
states of Uganda and Tanzania and call upon 
them to reach an early settlement of their dis- 
pute in order to concentrate the African peo- 
ples’ energies on the battle against imperial- 
ism, neo-colonialism and racism. 

Both sides support the revolution of the Iranian 
people and reaffirm the latter's right to realize 
its own national and social interests without 
outside interference. They declare their readi- 
ness to cooperate in the interest of peace with 
the Iranian government that has emerged from 
the revolutionary movement. 

Erich Honecker and Muammar el Qadhafi 
underscored the role played by the non- 
aligned movement in the anti-imperialist and 
anti-colonialist struggle of the peoples and for 
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the strengthening of peace and international 
security; they regard it as an important factor 
in international relations. The GDR praised 
the SPLAJ for its active and constructive stand 
for the stengthening of the anti-imperialist 
orientation of this movement. Both sides em- 
phasize the importance of the VIth Non- 
Aligned Summit Conference in Havana and ex- 
press their conviction that it will inject fresh 


momentum into the struggle of peoples for 
their vital rights threatened by imperialism. In 
this connection they praised the Republic of 
Cuba and other non-aligned countries for their 
efforts to ensure the success of the summit 
meeting. 


Neues Deutschland, 19 February 1979 


Toast proposed by the General Secretary of the Central Committee 
of the Socialist Unity Party of Germany and Chairman of the Council 
of State of the GDR, Erich Honecker, at a reception given on the 
occasion of the visit paid by a party and state delegation of the GDR 


to the People’s Republic of Angola 


19 February 1979 


Deeply impressed by the exceptionally cordial 
reception extended to our party and state 
delegation in Luanda I wish to repeat my 
thanks for your invitation to this friendship 
visit. The warm and fraternal welcome in 
Luanda shows once again that we are among 
good friends. 

The People’s Republic of Angola has won high 
esteem both in Africa and throughout the 
world. It symbolizes the victory of the Afri- 
can peoples over colonialism and racism, the 
immense achievements of the anti-imperialist 
liberation struggle, and the advance in the 
construction of a new social order. With re- 
spect, sympathy and in active solidarity the 
people of the German Democratic Republic 
are following the dedicated fight of the An- 
golan people against the dreadful legacy of 
colonialism and for the major socio-economic 
and political transformations decided upon by 
the First Congress of the MPLA-Party of La- 
bour. Together with the Union of Soviet So- 
cialist Republics, Cuba and the other frater- 
nal socialist countries, we are firmly at your 
side, dear Angolan comrades. 

After more than 500 years of colonial oppres- 
sion, today Angola is a firm bulwark of the 
African peoples, liberation movement. Until 
only a short while ago, imperialism still re- 
garded the whole south of the African con- 
tinent up to Cabinda as one of its bastions. 
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But the area of imperialist, colonial, and racist 
oppression has been forced back southwards 
by about 2,000 kilometres by the revolutions 
in Angola and Mozambique. This develop- 
ment has given fresh impetus to the struggle 
for freedom being waged by the peoples of 
southern Africa. 
Today the People’s Republic of Angola ranks 
among the vanguard of the national liberation 
movement, and among the countries with a 
socialist orientation taking decisive steps to- 
wards the formation of a Marxist-Leninist 
party. Under the leadership of the MPLA- 
Party of Labour and your President, our 
esteemed friend and Comrade, Dr Antonio 
Agostinho Neto, significant revolutionary 
changes are taking shape in your country. 
You, dear Comrade President, are hailed by 
the people of the socialist German Democratic 
Republic as an outstanding revolutionary 
leader and politician, liberation fighter and 
internationalist. They also admire you as a 
poet. Your poetry combines a vivid expression 
of your love for the people, of the belief in 
the certainty of their victory. Today the vision 
which you put into verse during the worst and 
darkest hours of colonial oppression is be- 
coming reality in Angola: 

“Tomorrow we will sing anthems and 

praise freedom and we will celebrate the 

triumph won over slavery.” 


We also cherish the memory of those heroes 
of the Angolan revolution who sacrified their 
most valuable possession, their lives, for this 
triumph over slavery, for the freedom and 
progress of their people, and we are committed 
to the fulfilment of their legacy. 

The German Democratic Republic and the Peo- 
ple’s Republic of Angola stand united in the 
camp of peace, freedom, independence, and 
social progress. We are in agreement on all 
key issues of the struggle for peace, security, 
détente and disarmament, against imperialism, 
neo-colonialism and racism. 

At the latest session of their Political Con- 
sultative Committee in Moscow, the Warsaw 
Treaty members have once again taken the 
initiative to strengthen peace, to stop the arms 
race, to bring about disarmament and to en- 
courage cooperation. By implementing their 
proposals for ending the arms race and for 
disarmament the peoples of the world will be 
given the chance to embark on the coming 
century under conditions of lasting peace. In 
the current situation in the world, on the one 
hand, there have been advances in the struggle 
for peace and détente, for national and social 
liberation, but, on the other hand, influential 
imperialist forces are incessantly trying to 
push the world back to the Cold War. Among 
those forces are today’s leaders in Peking who 
are throwing hand in with the imperialists 
and insisting on the unavoidability of a third 
world war. Their attack on Vietnam shows 
what they really mean by this. But the peoples 
are seeking to prevent war. They need and 
desire peace. They are vigorously demanding 
a halt to the arms race and practical steps 
towards disarmament. They are firmly oppos- 
ed to NATO’s policy of unprecedented arms 
build-up, from which the main danger to peace 
is emanating. 

Our people received with deep indignation 
news of the perfidious attack by Chinese forces 
on the Socialist Republic of Vietnam. Yester- 
day, the Central Committee of the Socialist 
Unity Party of Germany, the Council of State 
and the Council of Ministers of the German 
Democratic Republic resolutely condemned 
this aggression and called for the immediate 
and unconditional cessation of all warfare as 
well as the withdrawal of all Chinese troops 
forthwith. At the same time we have strongly 
reassured the heroic Vietnamese people of our 
continued active solidarity. 


This infamous act of aggression proves once 
again that the Peking leadership with its 
hostile policy towards the Soviet Union and 
the other socialist countries is pursuing aims 
which completely serve the interests of the 
most aggressive imperialist forces. The shame- 
ful Chinese attack on the Vietnamese people— 
in the wake of the support given for the Camp 
David conspiracy, the repeated demands of 
the Peking leadership for the arming of 
NATO, the unrestrained inflammatory, anti- 
Soviet speeches delivered by Deng Xiaoping in 
the United States—must give cause for us all 
to stay the aggressor’s hand. Hands off socialist 
Vietnam ! 

Today real chances exist to put the people’s 
enemies and the warmongers in their place. 
The power and influence of the socialist 
states, the non-aligned countries and all peace- 
loving forces all over the globe are increasing 
year by year and are giving rise to the mighty 
campaign of the peoples for peace, against im- 
perialism and oppression. In its important 
Berlin Appeal, the World Peace Council rightly 
stated that never before in history have the 
forces of peace been as strong as today, and 
that they are in a position to shatter the im- 
perialist scheming. 

We are witnessing how the imperialist forces 
are seeking to stop the upsurge of the peoples, 
t¢ regain lost territories and to reincorporate 
them into their spheres of influence. Especially 
dangerous at present is the situation in south- 
ern Africa. The imperialists are putting their 
hopes in maintaining the South African regime 
as their most important ally on the continent, 
in the creation of neo-colonialist regimes in 
Zimbabwe and Namibia. They are striving to 
destabilize the people’s power in the Angolan 
and Mozambican republics. 

The peoples in southern Africa are decisively 
opposing all these imperialist manoeuvres. 
They have been submitted to exploitation and 
oppression for too long. They are not prepared 
to deny themselves their right to national 
sovereignty, self-determination and indepen- 
dence any longer. 

Together with all peace-loving forces, the 
German Democratic Republic demands that 
the Namibian people is granted forthwith the 
right to self-determination and that the terri- 
torial integrity of Namibia is fully respected. 
We are demanding the full transfer of power 
to the people of Zimbabwe without further 
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delay. There must be an end to racism and 
apartheid in South Africa. We are continuing 
our support for the just and heroic struggle of 
these countries under the leadership of their 
legitimate representatives, SWAPO in Nami- 
bia, the Patriotic Front in Zimbabwe and the 
ANC of South Africa. The German Democratic 
Republic emphatically condemns the continu- 
ing threats of war and acts of aggression being 
perpetrated by the racist regimes against An- 
gola, Mozambique and Zambia. 

All experience gained in the struggle against 
the ignominy of racism has shown that there 
can be no reliance on the goodwill and real 
cooperation on the part of Western countries. 
They evidently need the racist regimes as a 
source of huge profits, as a permanent threat 
against free Africa, and for military bases in 
the South Atlantic and the Indian Ocean. It is 
noteworthy that the imperialists refuse nei- 
ther massive credits nor diplomatic backing 
and modern weapons. On the contrary, they 
do not even seem to be disturbed by the fact 
that in the course of the last decade hundreds 
have been executed in the Republic of South 
Africa and tens of thousands of prisoners are 
languishing in the regime’s jails. 

Sharpeville, Soweto, and Cassinga are names 
which are synonymous with the crimes of the 
South African racists. Some states while seek- 
ing to forestall the victory of the liberation 
movement in Namibia and Zimbabwe by pro- 
posing phoney peace initiatives, are at the 
same time supplying the racists with weapons, 
munitions, and fuel. The situation in southern 
Africa also demonstrates clearly the real at- 
titude to human rights of some Western polit- 
icians who are so fond of sounding off on the 
subject. The imperialist policy being pursued 
in this region not only poses a considerable 
threat to security and peace on the African 
continent, but in the whole world. The exten- 
sion of NATO’s range of action to Africa 
underlines this danger. 

The German Democratic Republic advocates 
the unity of all anti-imperialist forces in their 
struggle against imperialism and _neo- 
colonialism. 

In the face of the changed situation, the reac- 
tionary forces are using new and highly so- 
phisticated methods as well as still resorting 
to the old means which had served colonial 
purposes. Our attitude, however, strongly fa- 
vours new relations between states characteriz- 
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ed by the principles of equality and sover- 
eignty, by ties of friendship and mutually 
beneficial cooperation, that is to say, relations 
which are free of exploitation and oppres- 
sion. 

The citizens of our country will soon be cele- 
brating the 30th anniversary of the foundation 
of the German Democratic Republic. In a 
historically short period of only three decades 
our people have achieved much. Of course, it 
was by no means easy. We had to overcome 
numerous difficulties and to solve the most 
wide-ranging problems of development. Re- 
volutions call for qualitative changes. They do 
not advance along an even road, free of ob- 
stacles or hindrances. But the chief thing is 
that we advance consistently. The creative 
power of our people, the purposeful leader- 
ship given by the Socialist Unity Party of 
Germany, were the prerequisites which have 
made the achievements possible. They would 
have been unthinkable without the fraternal 
help granted by the Soviet Union, without 
the international solidarity given to the first 
workers’ and farmers’ state on German soil. 
We have learned from the experiences gather- 
ed by the Soviet Union in its 60 years of 
revolutionary existence and applied them to 
our conditions. And they have been of great 
benefit to the new way of life in our coun- 
try. 

At present our people is undertaking great 
efforts to build an advanced socialist society 
according to the decisions taken at the 9th 
Congress of the Socialist Unity Party of Ger- 
many. And we regard our progress as an active 
contribution to the anti-imperialist struggle. 
The visit paid by our party and state delega- 
tion to the People’s Republic of Angola is a 
highpoint of the close and fraternal relation- 
ship between our two parties, peoples and 
states. This relationship is based on common 
ideology and common aims, marked by mutual 
trust. It has developed in an all-round and 
dynamic manner especially in recent years. 
Borne and strengthened in our joint struggle 
against imperialism, colonialism and reaction, 
it has been further consolidated by the estab- 
lishment of long-term and stable economic 
relations for the benefit of both sides. I am 
convinced that our visit, the exchange of views 
with you, dear Comrade Neto, and you, dear 
Angolan comrades, will lend a fresh impetus 
to our relations, will strengthen and deepen 


cooperation in the interest of both our 


peoples. 

Let us raise our glasses and drink to 

_ the health and personal well-being of our 
comrade, Dr Antonio Agostinho Neto, 

_ further achievements in building a new so- 
ciety in the People’s Republic of Angola, to 
the heroic Angolan people and its vanguard, 
the MPLA-Party of Labour, 


— the friendship and cooperation between the 
Socialist Unity Party of Germany and the 
MPLA-Party of Labour, between our peoples 
and states, to our friendship! 


Archives of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
of the GDR 


Speech delivered by the General Secretary of the Central Committee 
of the Socialist Unity Party of Germany and Chairman of the GDR 
Council of State, Erich Honecker, at a rally in Viana during the visit 
of a party and state delegation of the GDR to the People’s Republic 


of Angola 


19 February 1979 


First and foremost, I would like to express our 
gratitude to you for having extended such a 
cordial reception to our delegation. We have 
gladly accepted the invitation to meet you, 
the representatives of the Angolan working 
class and the whole people. 

Here in Viana, in the main industrial area of 
Luanda which is of vital importance to the 
reconstruction process of your country, we 
have personally witnessed the energy and 
creativity with which the workers of Luanda, 
Capital of Angola are tackling the task of 
increasing output. With such enthusiasm the 
Angolan people will accomplish the goals set 
by the First Congress of the MPLA-Party of 
Labour. I wish to congratulate you on your 
successful record. 

In addition, I would like to take this op- 
portunity to convey to you and the whole peo- 
ple of Angola most cordial greetings from 
the people of the German Democratic Re- 
public, especially on behalf of your class al- 
lies-the workers of our country. These greet- 
ings of friendship and solidarity are meant for 
a people which has thrown off its chains and 
liberated itself in a heroic and selfless strug- 
gle against centuries of colonial oppression. At 
no time in its history has the brave people of 
Angola accepted this degrading domination, 
again and again it has risen up in revolt. It 
fiercely resisted the colonial conquerors and 


inflicted heavy defeats on them. Finally, the 
Angolan people gained victory. 

On 4 February 1961 Angolan patriots, MPLA 
fighters, embarked on a new stage of the 
liberation struggle. This day was of extra- 
ordinary importance to the Angolan revolution 
and the world revolutionary process. The just 
struggle led by your people attained its climax 
on the memorable 11 November 1975 when 
the red and black banner with the symbols of 
free Angola was hoisted, and our distinguished 
friend and brother-in-arms, Comrade Agostinho 
Neto, proclaimed the People’s Republic of An- 
gola. The whole of Africa had undergone an 
important step forward. The progress has rein- 
forced the peoples still suffering under the 
yoke of colonialism and racism in their hope 
and confidence of victory. 

In November 1975, imperialism, racism, and 
counter-revolutionary forces tried to strangle 
the fledgling people’s republic by means of a 
brutal military aggression. But here, not far 
from the gates of the capital of the free Peo- 
ple’s Republic of Angola, the foreign invaders, 
mercenary and puppet troops, suffered a 
crushing defeat. And for Angola began the new 
age we all hoped for. 

Together we pay tribute to the heroic fighters 
of the Angolan revolution—among them your 
national hero, Comandante Hoji ya Henda-—to 
the brave sons of the Angolan people and to 
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their Cuban comrades-in-arms who lost their 
lives in the struggle for freedom. 

After 500 years of colonial oppression, free 
and independent Angola is set upon great aims. 
Your people, led by its vanguard, the MPLA- 
Party of Labour, is eliminating the vestiges of 
colonialism and reconstructing its country. 
Momentous changes have taken place in 
today’s Angola. The foundations for a brighter 
future are being laid throughout the country, 
from Cabinda to Cunene. 

Today, the workers and peasants, you, dear 
Angolan friends, are the real masters in An- 
gola. You have taken your destiny in your own 
hands. The rallying of the Angolan working 
people around the MPLA-Party of Labour and 
the close ties connecting the people with the 
party and state leadership headed by our 
friend and Comrade, President Agostinho 
Neto, are firmly guaranteeing further successes 
along the chosen road. 

The socialist countries and all forces of peace 
and progress in the world are reliable friends 
of the People’s Republic of Angola supporting 
it in the shaping of a better life and a happy 
future. The people of the German Democratic 
Republic is following with great interest and 
sympathy your efforts to build the new society. 
We know that there are huge tasks still ahead. 
But our own history has shown that the creative 
work of a free people led by a Marxist-Leni- 
nist party is able to move mountains, 

One of your slogans which I read demon- 
strates an awareness of this knowledge, this 
confidence: “‘Ideologically armed by Marxism- 
Leninism and under the leadership of the 
MPLA-Party of Labour and our President, 
Comrade Neto, we lay the foundations for 
people’s democracy and socialism.” 

In a few months, the German Democratic Re- 
public will celebrate its 30th anniversary. You 
all know that it is the first socialist workers’ 
and farmers’ state on German soil and I am 
pleased to state that our people has achieved 
great results in these three decades of work 
and struggle. 

When we started to rebuild our country after 
the Second World War, after the defeat of 
fascism at the hand of the glorious Soviet 
Union, we not only faced the task of clearing 
the rubble in our towns and villages but also 
clearing away the imperialists’ reactionary 
ideology. We had to completely eradicate im- 
perialism and militarism whose wars brought 
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such enormous sufferings to the peoples. We 
destroyed the economic power of imperialism, 
expropriated war and Nazi criminals, and gave 
the peasants the soil they cultivated. The 
working class, in close alliance with the 
peasants and all other working people, assum- 
ed power. They will never give up this 
victory. 

In all these years the leading role of our 
Marxist-Leninist party, the Socialist Unity 
Party of Germany, the firm fraternal alliance 
with the Soviet Union and the other socialist 
states as well as the international solidarity 
with the GDR, have proved their vital im- 
portance. Far-reaching socio-economic and 
political changes have paved the way for the 
successful development of the German Demo- 
cratic Republic. 

Three decades ago the workers, farmers, and 
the whole working people had to make 
enormous sacrifices. An important slogan of 
those times was, ‘‘Work hard today, to live 
well tomorrow.” Today the German Demo- 
cratic Republic has assumed a respected place 
in international relations, both in the political 
and economic field, thanks to the creative 
labours of the mass of the people. Our eco- 
nomy is continuously and dynamically advanc- 
ing. We are pursuing a constructive socialist 
foreign policy in the interest of peace and 
international security, in a spirit of friendship 
and solidarity with the peoples. 

We are able to state with great satisfaction 
that the German Democratic Republic and the 
People’s Republic of Angola are at one on all 
basic international issues. We are striving side 
by side for peace and international security. 
Together we are supporting the struggle of the 
peoples for national independence and social 
progress. Both our states are resisting those 
forces who wish to return to the Cold War 
period and to this end are escalating the arms 
race, those forces preaching the inevitability 
of a third world war. 

And now, as you all know, the Peking leader- 
ship has launched an open military aggression 
against socialist Vietnam, whose heroic people 
gained its independence after a decades-long 
struggle against colonialism and imperialism, 
fought at great cost. We vigorously condemn 
this monstrous act on the part of Peking and 
demand the immediate and unconditional 
withdrawal of Chinese troops from sovereign 
Vietnamese territory We declare our staunch 


solidarity with the fraternal Vietnamese people 
and call on all peace-loving forces, all who 
hold the sovereignty and independence of na- 
tions dear, to side with socialist Vietnam. 

The enemies of peace are trying to attain their 
expansionist political aims by means of force 
and interference. Africa has constantly ex- 
perienced such attempts. African women, 
children, and men have been killed under the 
hail of bombs dropped by imperialist planes, 
and been cut down by the bullets of foreign 
mercenaries. The African soil is soaked in the 
blood of its sons and daughters. Southern An- 
gola has repeatedly been the object of such 
acts of aggression. Together we must resist 
these acts and strengthen the sovereignty and 
independence of the African states. 

The peoples of Africa can firmly rely on the 
German Democratic Republic and the other 
socialist states in their hard struggle. A few 
months ago, the Political Consultative Com- 
mittee of the Warsaw Treaty emphatically 
reaffirmed in its Moscow Declaration that we 
will continue to support the national liberation 
movements and the peoples of the newly in- 
dependent countries. The Declaration gave 
renewed expression of the natural alliance 
existing between world socialism, the national 
liberation movement and the young states 
which have emerged from it. 

As you know, dear Angolan Comrades, we are 
in full agreement in our determination to help 
the fighting peoples of Namibia, Zimbabwe 
and South Africa. We in the German Demo- 
cratic Republic pay high tribute to the Ango- 
lan people’s consistency and _ self-sacrifice 
shown in this struggle. The peoples throughout 
the world greatly respect your internationalist 
attitude vividly expressed by your slogan: 
“Angola—of her own free will, a strong revolu- 
tionary bastion in Africa!’ 

Although our countries are miles apart, they 
are connected by strong ties. Our common op- 
position to imperialism and colonialism in the 
course of your heroic liberation struggle 
cemented our friendship which stood the test 
On numerous occasions. We are helping each 
other, and we are learning from each other. 

A representative exhibition on the People’s Re- 
public of Angola is shortly to be opened in 
the German Democratic Republic. Books, 


poems and stories by Angolan writers, among 
them our distinguished friend and Comrade, 
Agostinho Neto, have been published in our 
country. Artists have contributed towards the 
better understanding of our peoples. 

The cooperation and mutually beneficial trade 
between our two countries are developing in 
a dynamic and effective manner. The regular 
air service between our capitals builds a bridge 
of friendship. Many experts and specialists 
have temporarily left their workplaces in the 
GDR in order to work here in the People’s 
Republic of Angola. They have told me of the 
close and friendly collaboration with their 
Angolan colleagues. 

Angola has become their second home, espe- 
cially for the young friends delegated by the 
Free German Youth organization—our ambas- 
sadors in blue—and the comrades working in 
the Friendship Brigades. 

Be assured, dear friends, that the GDR com- 
rades will prove themselves to be worthy of 
the confidence placed in them and their 
work. 

It is no idle talk to speak of the friendship be- 
tween our two peoples. It finds vivid expres- 
sion every day in numerous areas, whether in 
our international cooperation or our bilateral 
relations—be it at the port of Luanda, in the 
fields of Matala or at the country’s educa- 
tional and health institutions. It lives on in our 
peoples’ hearts. This friendship is indestruc- 
tible! 

Again I wish to take the opportunity of this 
impressive rally to reaffirm that the people of 
the socialist German Democratic Republic 
stands shoulder to shoulder with the Angolan 
people in the common anti-imperialist strug- 
gle. We will continuously support your efforts 
aimed at reconstructing your country and 
shaping a new social order. 

We are linked by common interests and com- 
mon aims. Our visit to Angola manifests our 
firm determination to further intensify and 


consolidate the multifarious cooperation 
existing between our parties, states, and 
peoples. 


Long live free Angola! 


Archives of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
of the GDR 
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Joint communiqué German Democratic Republic—People’s Republic 


of Angola 


19 February 1979 


At the invitation of Dr Agostinho Neto, Pre- 
sident of the MPLA-Party of Labour and Pre- 
sident of the People’s Republic of Angola, 
a party and state delegation headed by Erich 
Honecker, General Secretary of the Central 
Committee of the Socialist Unity Party of 
Germany and Chairman of the Council of 
State of the German Democratic Republic, paid 
an official friendship visit to the . People’s 
Republic of Angola from 17 to 20 February 
1979. 

Erich Honecker and Agostinho Neto discussed 
the political, economic and social development 
of their countries. They held an exchange of 
views on basic international problems and 
discussed ways of expanding and deepening 
the bilateral relations between the German 
Democratic Republic and the People’s Repu- 
blic of Angola in all spheres. 

Participants in the negotiations were 

For the German Democratic Republic 

Willi Stoph, member of the Politbureau of 
the Central Committee of the Socialist Unity 
Party of Germany and Chairman of the Coun- 
cil of Ministers of the German Democratic 
Republic, 

Hermann Axen, member of the Politbureau 
and Secretary of the Central Committee of the 
Socialist Unity Party of Germany, 

Ginter Mittag, member of the Politbureau 
and Secretary of the Central Committee of the 
Socialist Unity Party of Germany, 

Oskar Fischer, member of the Central Com- 
mittee of the Socialist Unity Party of Ger- 
many and Minister of Foreign Affairs of the 
German Democratic Republic, 

Horst Schén, Ambassador Extraordinary and 
Plenipotentiary of the German Democratic Re- 
public in the People’s Republic of Angola, 
Friede] Trappen, Deputy Head of the Inter- 
national Relations Department of the Central 
Committee of the Socialist Unity Party of 
Germany, 

Klaus Willerding, Deputy Minister of Foreign 
Affairs of the German Democratic Republic, 
Friedmar Clausnitzer, Deputy Minister of 
Foreign Trade of the German Democratic Re- 
public. 
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For the People’s Republic of Angola 
Henrique Teles Carreira, member of the Polit- 
bureau of the Central Committee of the MPLA- 
Party of Labour and Minister of Defence, 
Ludy Kissassunda, member of the Politbureau 
of the Central Committee of the MPLA-Party 
of Labour and National Director of the DISA, 
Ambrosio Lukoky, member of the Politbureau 
of the Central Committee of the MPLA-Party 
of Labour and Minister of Education, 

Jose Eduardo dos Santos, member of the Polit- 
bureau of the Central Committee of the MPLA- 
Party of Labour, Secretary of the Central Com- 
mittee for the Department of Economic De- 
velopment and Planning, Minister of Plan- 
ning, 

Evaristo Domingos (Kimba), member of the 
Politbureau of the Central Committee of the 
MPLA-Party of Labour and Provincial Com- 
missar for Cabinda, 

Pascoal Luvualu, member of the Politbureau 
of the Central Committee of the MPLA-Party 
of Labour and General Secretary of UNTA, 
Henrique de Carvalho Santos (Onambwe), 
member of the Politbureau of the Central Com- 
mittee of the MPLA-Party of Labour, Secretary 
of the Central Committee for the Department of 
Legal Affairs, Deputy Director of the DISA, 
Afonso Van-Dunem (Mbinda), member of the 
Central Committee of the MPLA-Party of 
Labour, Secretary of the Central Committee 
for the Department of Foreign Relations, 
Paulo Jorge, alternate member of the Central 
Committee of the MPLA-Party of Labour, 
Secretary of the Central Committee for the 
Department of Cooperation and Minister of 
Foreign Affairs, 

Pedro Van-Dunem (Loy), Minister for Pro- 
vincial Coordination, 

Fernando Faustino Muteka, Minister for Trans- 
port and Communications, 

Adolfo Nsikalangu, State Secretary for Co- 
operation, 

Venancio da Silva Moura, Deputy Minister of 
Foreign Affairs, 

Paulino Pinto Joao, Deputy Minister of For- 
eign Trade. 

The General Secretary of the Central Com- 


mittee of the Socialist Unity Party of Germany 
and Chairman of the Council of State of the 
German Democratic Republic, Erich MHo- 
necker, and the President of the MPLA-Party 
of Labour and President of the People’s Re- 
public of Angola, Agostinho Neto, reaffirmed 
their determination to strengthen the tradi- 
tional relations of friendship and cooperation 
between the two countries and, towards this 
end, signed a Treaty of Friendship and Co- 
operation between the German Democratic 
Republic and the People’s Republic of Angola. 


Comrade Erich Honecker and Comrade Ago- 
stinho Neto were highly gratified to note that 
since the proclamation of the People’s Republic 
of Angola and the subsequent foundation of 
the MPLA-Party of Labour the ties of friend- 
ship and cooperation that were established 
between the Socialist Unity Party of Germany 
and the MPLA on the basis of the common 
ideology of Marxism-Leninism and of the 
principles of proletarian internationalism dur- 
ing the hard struggle of the Angolan people 
for their national liberation have reached a 
new stage. 

Erich Honecker informed Agostinho Neto of 
the accomplishments of the people of the Ger- 
man Democratic Republic in building an ad- 
vanced socialist society and of the fulfilment 
of the decisions taken at the 9th Congress of 
the Socialist Unity Party of Germany. 
He explained the contribution made by the 
German Democratic Republic to détente in 
international relations, in particular in Europe, 
and stressed the need for its consolidation 
through concrete disarmament measures nota- 
bly in the nuclear field. He informed about 
the assistance rendered by the German De- 
mocratic Republic to the national liberation 
movements in southern Africa and to the 
newly liberated countries. 

Agostinho Neto voiced satisfaction at the pro- 
gress the people of the German Democratic 
Republic have achieved in building an ad- 
vanced socialist society and expressed his ap- 
preciation of the consistent socialist foreign 
policy pursued by the German Democratic 
Republic in respect of détente, international 
cooperation and security, and support for the 
Peoples struggling for their liberation. 

The President of the MPLA-Party of Labour 
and President of the People’s Republic of 
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Angola, Agostinho Neto, informed the General 
Secretary of the Central Committee of the 
Socialist Unity Party of Germany and Chair- 
man of the Council of State of the German 
Democratic Republic, Erich Honecker, of the 
tasks the Angolan people have been fulfilling 
since the attainment of independence and the 
1st Congress of the MPLA, which decided the 
foundation of the Party of Labour with a view 
to strengthening economic independence, con- 
solidating national unity, establishing the 
party’s structure, and laying the foundations of 
socialism. 

Comrade Erich Honecker expressed his ap- 
preciation of the political, economic and social 
transformations which the people of Angola 
have effected under the leadership of the 
MPLA-Party of Labour, their revolutionary 
vanguard. He underlined the active role played 
by the People’s Republic of Angola as an in- 
separable part of the world revolutionary 
movement, its unflinching cooperation in the 
liberation of peoples, particularly in the south 
of Africa, and its contribution towards en- 
hancing the strength and cohesion of the 
Organization of African Unity and the non- 
aligned movement. 

Erich Honecker and Agostinho Neto hailed the 
relations of friendship existing between the two 
countries. They noted that their mutual 
economic and scientific and technological co- 
operation and trade relations have reached a 
high level and that there exist good op- 
portunities for their expansion, and they agreed 
upon their intensification. They stressed the 
important role which the Joint Economic Com- 
mission German Democratic Republic—People’s 
Republic of Angola plays in expanding the 
mutual relations. 

Erich Honecker and Agostinho Neto under- 
scored the importance of meetings between 
representatives of the two parties and govern- 
ments, particularly at the highest level, for 
deepening the fraternal relations between the 
German Democratic Republic and the People’s 
Republic of Angola. 

They were appreciative of the cooperation be- 
tween the two parties—the Socialist Unity Party 
of Germany and the MPLA-Party of Labour, 
which are the driving force in strengthening 
the friendship between the people of the Ger- 
man Democratic Republic and the Angolan 
people, between the German Democratic Re- 
public and the People’s Republic of Angola in 
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all spheres. They advocate the further exten- 
sion of contacts between the two countries’ so- 
cial organizations and other institutions. 
Comrade Agostinho Neto paid high tribute to 
cooperation with the German Democratic Re- 
public and the other socialist countries, which 
is a strong pillar in the joint struggle of peo- 
ples for peace, international security, and 
economic and social progress. 

During the visit of the General Secretary of 
the Central Committee of the Socialist Unity 
Party of Germany and Chairman of the Coun- 
cil of State of the German Democratic Re- 
public, Comrade Erich Honecker, to the 
People’s Republic of Angola the following 
documents were signed: 

Treaty of Friendship and Cooperation between 
the German Democratic Republic and the 
People’s Republic of Angola; 

Programme on the Further Development of 
Economic and Scientific and Technological 
Cooperation between the German Democratic 
Republic and the People’s Republic of An- 
gola; 

Programme of Action between the Ministry of 
Mechanical Engineering, Farm Machinery and 
Vehicle Construction of the German De- 
mocratic Republic and the Ministry of Agri- 
culture of the People’s Republic of Angola 
on the Development of Cooperation in the Field 
of Agriculture; 

Arrangement between the Ministry of Machine 
Tools and Processing Machines of the German 
Democratic Republic and the Ministry of In- 
dustry and Power of the People’s Republic of 
Angola on Cooperation in Developing the Tex- 
tile Industry in the People’s Republic of An- 
gola. 


II 

In their review of international key issues 
Comrade Erich Honecker and Comrade Ago- 
stinho Neto were gratified to note the identity 
of their views. The German Democratic Re- 
public and the People’s Republic of Angola 
record their satifaction at the remarkable pro- 
gress which has been achieved in the struggle 
for peace and international détente as a re- 
sult of the growing strength of world socialism, 
of the increasingly intense struggle of the 
peoples and the progressive forces for national 
independence and against imperialism. 

The German Democratic Republic and the 
People’s Republic of Angola work towards 
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achieving a decisive turn in world politics in 
favour of the forces of peace, socialism and 
national liberation. They believe that joint ac- 
tion of the socialist countries, the non-aligned 
states and the national liberation movements 
is a guarantee of success in the fight for peace, 
freedom and national independence. 

They expressed deep concern over the in- 
creasing attempts by imperialism to recover 
lost positions for exploiting and dominating the 
African peoples and denounced the activities 
of imperialist, colonialist, neo-colonialist and 
racist forces aimed at destabilizing progressive 
regimes on the African continent and at pre- 
venting the further advance of the process of 
national liberation. 

Both sides reject as particularly dangerous 
the efforts by NATO to sweep the African 
continent into its orbit. They condemn the 
utilization of the African continent as a testing 
ground for weapons of mass destruction and 
their delivery systems. Both sides vigorously 
oppose all schemes for setting up an aggressive 
military South Atlantic alliance. 

The General Secretary of the Central Com- 
mittee of the Socialist Unity Party of Germany 
and Chairman of the Council of State of the 
German Democratic Republic, Erich Honecker, 
strongly condemned the preparations by the 
racist regime of Pretoria for launching large- 
scale military actions from the occupied ter- 
ritory of Namibia against the People’s Re- 
public of Angola. He assured the President of 
the MPLA-Party of Labour and President 
of the People’s Republic of Angola, Agos- 
tinho Neto, of the unswerving support of 
the people, the party and the government 
of the German Democratic Republic for 
the Angolan people in its struggle to de- 
fend its national sovereignty and the in- 
violability of its frontiers. He underlined the 
right of the People’s Republic of Angola to 
ensure the defence of its territory against the 
aggression of the racist regime of Pretoria by 
every means, including the use of international 
solidarity. 

Erich Honecker and Agostinho Neto called for 
an immediate end to the imperialist power’s 
political, economic and military collaboration 
with the racist and fascist regime of Pretoria 
and strongly spoke out against the assistance 
these powers are rendering the South African 
regime in the field of nuclear technology and 
nuclear weapons. They underscored the urgent 


need for world-wide implementation of the re- 
solution adopted by the United Nations 
Organization, calling for a total arms embargo 
on, and the cessation of economic collaboration 
with, the apartheid regime. 

Both sides expressed solidarity with, and sup- 
port for, the struggle of the people of Nami- 
bia led by their vanguard, SWAPO, and con- 
demned the attempts by South Africa to estab- 
lish a neo-colonialist puppet regime in Nami- 
bia by means of a so-called internal solution 
and in total defiance of the international com- 
munity and of the decisions of the United Na- 
tions Security Council. 

They also condemned the so-called internal 
solution of the Zimbabwe problem as another 
imperialist manoeuvre designed to set up a 
neo-colonialist regime and to deflect the peo- 
ple of Zimbabwe from the basic objective of 
their struggle: the achievement of genuine in- 
dependence. They reaffirmed their full sup- 
port for the people of Zimbabwe and their 
legitimate representative, the Patriotic Front. 
Erich Honecker and Agostinho Neto expressed 
solidarity with the oppressed South African 
people and the African National Congress 
which, under extremely difficult conditions, is 
fighting for the removal of the apartheid re- 
gime in South Africa. 

They condemn the constant acts of aggres- 
sion of the Rhodesian racists, which confirm 
that the continued existence of the colonialist 
and racist regimes in southern Africa poses a 
grave threat to peace and security in the 
world. 

Erich Honecker and Agostinho Neto stressed 
the important role of the Organization of 
African Unity in the struggle against colonial- 
ism, neo-colonialism and racism and for the 
maintenance and strengthening of international 
security. They regard the principles embodied 
in the Charter of the Organization of African 
Unity and the latter’s relevant resolutions as a 
stable basis for the development of good- 
neighbourly relations and cooperation among 
African states. The President of the MPLA- 
Party of Labour and President of the People’s 
Republic of Angola, Agostinho Neto, also 
emphasized that the Angolan side considers as 
a priority task the study of effective forms of 
further developing technological, cultural and 
Scientific cooperation among African states 
both on a regional scale and throughout the 
continent. 
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III 

The General Secretary of the Central Com- 
mittee of the Socialist Unity Party of Germany 
and Chairman of the Council of State of the 
German Democratic Republic, Erich Honecker, 
and the President of the MPLA-Party of Labour 
and President of the People’s Republic of 
Angola, Agostinho Neto, came out in favour of 
strengthening the results achieved in détente 
and of extending them to all continents. They 
commended the progress made particularly in 
Europe, and hold the view that the implemen- 
tation of the Final Act of the Helsinki Confe- 
rence is an important factor with a view to im- 
proving the political climate and strengthening 
security in Europe and all over the globe. 
Erich Honecker and Agostinho Neto agree that 
at the present time the achievement of general 
and complete disarmament is of priority im- 
portance to the strengthening of peace and 
international security. They advocate a ban 
on the manufacture and use of all types of 
nuclear weapons and other weapons of mass 
destruction as well as the convening of a 
world disarmament conference in order to 
reach effective disarmament accords through 
binding decisions. 

Both sides stress the significance the treaties 
concluded between the states of the socialist 
community and the Federal Republic of Ger- 
many have for the stabilization of security 
and the unrevisability of the frontiers in 
Europe. Strict observance of these treaties is 
basic to the development of relations of trust, 
good-neighbourliness and constructive cooper- 
ation among the European states, including be- 
tween the German Democratic Republic and 
the Federal Republic of Germany. The German 
Democratic Republic and the People’s Republic 
of Angola plead for strict observance of the 
Quadripartite Agreement on West Berlin. 

Both sides underlined the important role played 
by the movement of non-aligned countries in 
international politics, urged the strengthening 
of the anti-colonialist and anti-imperialist 
orientation of the movement and stressed the 
need for all member countries to intensify their 
efforts to make the VIth Summit Conference in 
Havana an effective contribution towards solv- 
ing the major international problems. 

Both sides attach particular importance to 
solving the Middle East conflict and came 
out in favour of a comprehensive, just and 
lasting settlement thereof. They stated their 
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conviction that any solution must be based on 
Israel’s withdrawal from all Arab territories 
occupied in 1967, recognition of the inalienable 
rights of the Palestinian people, including the 
right to establish their own independent state, 
and the guarantee of the right of all states of 
the region to independent and secure existence. 
They agree that no just and lasting settlement 
can be reached by separate negotiation. They 
reiterated their unswerving support for the 
PLO, the sole legitimate representative of the 
Palestinian people. They are convinced that no 
final solution to the Middle East problem 
can possibly be achieved without the PLO’s 
active participation on an equal footing with 
all other interested states. 

Comrade Erich Honecker and Comrade Ago- 
stinho Neto, on behalf of their peoples, con- 
demn in the strongest terms and with deep 
indignation the aggression launched by China 
against the heroic people of Vietnam. They 
demand that all acts of war be halted at once 
and without conditions and that the invading 
Chinese forces be withdrawn from the terri- 
tory of Vietnam without delay. In this con- 
nection Comrade Erich Honecker and Comrade 
Agostinho Neto reaffirm the active solidarity 
of the peoples of the German Democratic Re- 
public and the People’s Republic of Angola 
with the heroic people of Vietnam in defend- 
ing their independence and sovereignty and in 
strengthening the gains of socialism. 

Both sides stressed the need to re-structure the 
international economic relations and to estab- 
lish a new, more equitable international 
economic order. 

The German Democratic Republic and the 
People’s Republic of Angola come out in 


favour of enhancing the effectiveness of the 
United Nations in safeguarding peace, deepen- 
ing détente and eradicating colonialism, racism 
and apartheid. 


IV 

Erich Honecker and Agostinho Neto consider 
the talks, which have been marked by a cordial 
and friendly atmosphere, as very fruitful. They 
value Comrade Erich Honecker’s visit to the 
People’s Republic of Angola as a climax in 
the relations between the two parties, states 
and peoples, which will result in a strengthen- 
ing of the existing ties of friendship and a 
further development of cooperation. 

Comrade Erich Honecker expressed to the Pre- 
sident of the MPLA-Party of Labour and Pre- 
sident of the People’s Republic of Angola, 
Agostinho Neto, the Angolan people, the 
Central Committee of the MPLA-Party of 
Labour and the government of the People’s 
Republic of Angola his own and his party’s 
thanks for the cordial and friendly reception 
and the hospitality accorded to them. 

On behalf of the Central Committee of the 
Socialist Unity Party of Germany, the Council 
of State and the government of the German 
Democratic Republic, Erich Honecker invited 
the President of the MPLA-Party of Labour 
and President of the People’s Republic of 
Angola, Agostinho Neto, to pay an official 
friendship visit to the German Democratic 
Republic. The invitation was accepted with 
pleasure. 


Archives of the Ministry of Foreign Aftairs 
of the GDR 


Treaty of Friendship and Cooperation between the 
German Democratic Republic and the People’s Republic of Angola 


19 February 1979 


The German Democratic Republic and the 
People’s Republic of Angola, Acknowledging 
and appreciating the close bonds of friend- 
ship, cooperation and anti-imperialist soli- 
darity which were established between the So- 
cialist Unity Party of Germany and the Popu- 
lar Liberation Movement of Angola as well 
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as between the two peoples during the glorious 
national struggle for the liberation of Angola 
and have grown in strength since the founding 
of the People’s Republic of Angola, and which 
are based on Marxism-Leninism and proleta- 
rian internationalism. 

Determined to assist each other in the creation 


and shaping of the conditions for strengthen- 
ing and developing the revolutionary social 
and economic gains achieved by the two peo- 
ples, 

Inspired by the ideals of the struggle for na- 
tional independence and social progress and 
against imperialism, colonialism, neo-colo- 
nialism, and racism in all its manifestations, 
Willing to contribute to the strengthening of 
international peace and security in the interest 
of the peoples of all countries, 

Advocating unity of action and the cooperation 
among all progressive forces in the struggle 
for peace, freedom, independence and social 
progress, 

Guided by the purposes and principles of the 
Charter of the United Nations, 

Firmly resolved to strengthen and develop the 
existing relations of friendship and the mutually 
advantageous cooperation between the two 
peoples and states, 

Have resolved to conclude this Treaty, and 
have agreed as follows: 


Article 1 

The High Contracting Parties shall shape and 
further expand their relations of friendship 
and cooperation on the basis of the principles 
of respect for the sovereignty of states, their 
independence, territorial integrity, equal 
rights, and of non-interference in internal 
affairs. 


Article 2 

The High Contracting Parties shall promote 
extensive cooperation in the fields of economy, 
trade, science, technology and culture as well 
as exchanges of experience, and shall expand 
and intensify such cooperation and exchanges 
for their mutual benefit. 


Article 3 

The High Contracting Parties shall encourage 
the expansion of cooperation and direct con- 
tacts between their political and social organi- 
zations for the purpose of making themselves 
thoroughly familiar with the life, work, ex- 
perience and achievements of the peoples of 
the two countries. 


Article 4 

The High Contracting Parties shall continue 
to make their contribution to the struggle for 
peace and international security and shall 


make every effort to deepen and extend inter- 
national détente, and to achieve general and 
complete disarmament, including in the 
nuclear field, and shall advocate peaceful 
means for the settlement of all international 
disputes. 


Article 5 

The High Contracting Parties shall continue to 
work resolutely for the achievement by the 
peoples of equal rights and their right to self- 
determination, and they shall firmly oppose 
any form of violation or suppression of these 
basic rights of the peoples. 

They shall also in future stand closely together 
in the struggle against the forces of imperial- 
ism, for the liquidation of all remnants of 
colonialism and against neo-colonialism and 
racism in all its manifestations. 


Article 6 

The German Democratic Republic shall re- 
spect the policy of non-alignment of the Peo- 
ple’s Republic of Angola—a policy which con- 
stitutes an important factor in the struggle 
against imperialism and for the preservation 
of international peace and security. 

The People’s Republic of Angola shall respect 
the peaceful foreign policy of the German 
Democratic Republic, which is in the very na- 
ture of a socialist state and is aimed at 
strengthening friendship and cooperation 
among all peoples. 


Article 7 

The High Contracting Parties shall work for 
the restructuring on democratic lines of inter- 
national economic relations, and they declare 
their solidarity in the effort to establish a new, 
more just international economic order based 
on equality. 


Article 8 

The High Contracting Parties shall, in the in- 
terest of developing the relations between the 
two states, hold regular consultations on inter- 
national issues which are of interest to both 
sides. 


Article 9 

Each of the High Contracting Parties solemnly 
declares that it will not enter into any alliance 
or participate in any measure or action direct- 
ed against the other High Contracting Party. 
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Article 10 

The High Contracting Parties declare that their 
obligations arising from other international 
treaties or agreements concluded by them are 
not in contradiction to the provisions of this 
Treaty, and they undertake not to enter into 


any international accord inconsistent with the 
provisions of this Treaty. 


Archives of the Ministry of Foreign Aftairs 
of the GDR 


Joint Declaration German Democratic Republic-Republic of Zambia 


21 February 1979 


At the invitation of the President of the Re- 
public of Zambia, Dr Kenneth David Kaunda, 
the General Secretary of the Central Commit- 
tee of the Socialist Unity Party of Germany 
and Chairman of the Council.of State of the 
German Democratic Republic, Erich Honecker, 
leading a party and state delegation, paid a 
state visit to the Republic of Zambia from 20 
to 22 February 1979. 

The General Secretary of the Central Commit- 
tee of the Socialist Unity Party of Germany 
and Chairman of the Council of State of the 
German Democratic Republic was accorded 
a warm welcome by the people of the Republic 
of Zambia wherever he went, this reflecting 
the close and friendly relations existing be- 
tween the two countries and peoples born in 
the national liberation struggle and in the joint 
fight for peace and progress. 

During the visit, the General Secretary of the 
Central Committee of the Socialist Unity Party 
of Germany and Chairman of the Council of 
State of the German Democratic Republic, 
Erich Honecker, and the President of the Re- 
public of Zambia, Dr Kenneth David Kaunda 
held official talks. 

Participating on the side of the German Dem- 
ocratic Republic were: 

Willi Stoph, member of the Politbureau of the 
Central Committee of the Socialist Unity Party 
of Germany and Chairman of the Council of 
Ministers of the German Democratic Repub- 
lic; 

Hermann Axen, member of the Politbureau 
and Secretary of the Central Committee of the 
Socialist Unity Party of Germany; 

Ginter Mittag, member of the Politbureau 
and Secretary of the Central Committee of the 
Socialist Unity Party of Germany; 
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Oskar Fischer, Minister of Foreign Affairs of 
the German Democratic Republic; 

Friedel Trappen, Deputy Head of International 
Relations Department of the Central Commit- 
tee of the Socialist Unity Party of Germany; 
Klaus Willerding, Deputy Minister of Foreign 
Affairs; 

Friedmar Clausnitzer, Deputy Minister of For- 
eign Trade; 

Gerhard Stein, Ambassador Extraordinary and 
Plenipotentiary of the German Democratic Re- 
public to the Republic of Zambia. 
Participating on the side of the Republic of 
Zambia were: 

M. M. Chona, General Secretary of the Party, 
member of the Central Committee; 

D. M. Lisulo, Prime Minister, member of the 
Central Committee, Member of Parliament; 

A. G. Zulu, Chairman of the Committee for 
Defence and Security, member of the Central 
Committee, Member of Parliament; 

R. Kamanga, Chairman of the Committee for 
Politics and Law; 

W. Nyirenda, Chairman of the Committee for 
Economics and Finance, member of the Cen- 
tral Committee; 

H. Matipa, Administration Secretary, member 
of the Central Committee; 

W. M. Chakulya, Minister of Foreign Affairs, 
Member of Parliament; 

R. Chisupa, Minister for Industry and Foreign 
Trade, Member of Parliament; 

J. M. Lumina, Minister for Finance and Tech- 
nological Cooperation, Member of Parlia- 
ment; 

A. B. Chikwanda, Minister of Agriculture and 
Water Management, Member of Parliament; 
L. K. H. Goma, Minister for Education and 
Culture, Member of Parliament. 


The talks were held in an atmosphere of 
friendship, sincerity, frankness, mutual under- 
standing and respect. During their talks, the 
General Secretary of the Central Committee of 
the Socialist Unity Party of Germany and 
Chairman of the State Council of the German 
Democratic Republic and the President of the 
Republic of Zambia briefed each other on the 
activities and achievements of the peoples of 
the German Democratic Republic and Zambia 
under the leadership of their respective par- 
ties, the Socialist Unity Party of Germany and 
the United National Independence Party 
(UNIP). 

Dr Kenneth David Kaunda briefed Comrade 
Erich Honecker about the decisions taken at 
the 8th General Conference of the United Na- 
tional Independence Party and the path taken 
by the Zambian people in building a humanist 
society aimed at consolidating their national 
independence and their foreign policy based 
on the principles of non-alignment. 

The General Secretary of the Central Commit- 
tee of the Socialist Unity Party of Germany 
and Chairman of the State Council, Comrade 
Erich Honecker, briefed President Dr Kenneth 
David Kaunda about the successful implemen- 
tation of the decisions adopted by the 9th Con- 
gress of the Socialist Unity Party of Germany 
to further consolidate advanced socialist so- 
ciety. 

The General Secretary of the Central Commit- 
tee of the Socialist Unity Party of Germany 
and Chairman of the State Council of the Ger- 
man Democratic Republic, Comrade Erich Ho- 
necker, congratulated President Dr Kenneth 
David Kaunda on the achievements made by 
the Zambian people, under the leadership of 
the United National Independence Party, in 
building a new society designed to attain ef- 
fective control of the natural and human re- 
sources of the country in defence of its politi- 
cal and economic independence. He also con- 
gratulated the people of Zambia on their tire- 
less efforts in their heroic struggle to liquidate 
all traces of colonialism and racism. 

President Dr Kenneth David Kaunda warmly 
congratulated the people of the German Dem- 
ocratic Republic on their achievements in con- 
structing socialist society which guarantees so- 
cial security, prosperity and stability. He also 
paid tribute to the foreign policy of the Ger- 
man Democratic Republic in the pursuit of a 
secure peace and strengthening international 


détente, and to the anti-imperialist solidarity 
it has been extending to all peoples struggling 
for national liberation. 

The two sides reviewed exhaustively the pre- 
sent state of relations between the two coun- 
tries and declared their complete satisfaction 
with the cordial relations that now exist, and 
reaffirmed that the two countries will continue 
in future to base their relations of friendship, 
anti-imperialist solidarity and mutual coope- 
ration on the principles of mutual respect for 
independence, sovereignty and territorial inte- 
grity, non-interference in each other’s internal 
affairs, peaceful settlement of disputes and 
equality of states. 

Erich Honecker and Dr Kenneth David 
Kaunda conducted an extensive exchange of 
views on developments in Africa. They hailed 
the historic victories the peoples of this con- 
tinent have won in the struggle for freedom, 
independence and social progress and for the 
establishment of a new and humane society. 
They noted with satisfaction that the peoples 
and governments of African countries have 
contributed to favourable changes in the inter- 
national situation through their struggle 
against imperialism, colonialism, racism and 
apartheid as well as through the joint actions 
of member states of the Organization of Afri- 
can Unity. 

The two sides exchanged views on the current 
state of the struggle for the liberation of Afri- 
can territories still under colonial rule, and 
gave particular attention to current develop- 
ments in Zimbabwe, Namibia and South 
Africa. 

The German Democratic Republic and the Re- 
public of Zambia reaffirmed their solidarity 
with the Patriotic Front of Zimbabwe for all 
efforts in the liquidation of the illegal Smith 
regime and for the transfer of power to the 
people of Zimbabwe. They also agreed that the 
Patriotic Front is the legitimate representative 
of the people of Zimbabwe and a guarantor of 
unity in the struggle against all attempts at 
denying the people of Zimbabwe true freedom 
and independence. 

With regard to Namibia, the two sides called 
for the implementation of the decisions of the 
United Nations aimed at putting an immediate 
end to South Africa’s illegal occupation of Na- 
mibia. They condemned the cynical manoeu- 
vres which are designed to impose upon the 
people of Namibia a puppet regime to prolong 
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the exploitation of the human and natural re- 
sources of the country on a neo-colonialist ba- 
sis. The two sides considered that no settle- 
ment of the Namibian problem is possible 
without direct participation of the South West 
Africa People’s Organization (SWAPO), the 
sole and authentic representative of the op- 
pressed people of Namibia. They also ex- 
pressed their solidarity with SWAPO. 

As regards South Africa, the two sides 
strongly condemned the terror and repression 
carried out by the South African apartheid re- 
gime against the black population of the 
country and declared their full support for the 
just struggle of the South African people for 
freedom, peace and justice. 

The two sides strongly condemned the provo- 
cative acts of aggression perpetrated by the 
minority racist regimes of Rhodesia and South 
Africa against the neighbouring African sta- 
tes of Angola, Botswana, Mozambique and 
Zambia. The two sides agreed that these pro- 
vocative acts of aggression posed a great 
threat to international peace and security not 
only in the region but also in Africa and the 
world as a whole. They rejected the attempts 
of imperialism to interfere in the internal af- 
fairs of African peoples with a view to creat- 
ing new sources of conflict in Africa and mak- 
ing this continent a focus of international ten- 
sion. 

The German Democratic Republic and the Re- 
public of Zambia guided by their position of 
principle on matters of elimination of colonial- 
ism, are ready to continue rendering all ne- 
cessary support to all those still under the yoke 
of colonialism, imperialism and racism in their 
just struggle for freedom and national inde- 
pendence. They are convinced that joint action 
of all forces fighting against imperialism, colo- 
nialism, neo-colonialism, racism and apartheid 
is of great significance for ensuring the in- 
dependence, freedom and progress of the libe- 
rated states. 

The Zambian side paid tribute to the Socialist 
Unity Party of Germany and the government 
of the German Democratic Republic for the 
invaluable assistance rendered to the libera- 
tion movements engaged in the heroic struggle 
for freedom and national independence. They 
noted that the German Democratic Republic’s 
assistance has been of great importance to the 
victory of the African peoples against colonial- 
ism, racism and fascism. 
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They agreed that there had been a tangi- 
ble relaxation of tensions in Europe. They 
noted that the European Treaties and the Final 


.Act of the Helsinki Conference on Security and 


Cooperation in Europe had made a valuable 
contribution to détente. They reaffirmed their 
conviction that there is no reasonable alterna- 
tive to détente, based on the principles of 
peaceful coexistence between states having dif- 
ferent social orders. 

The two sides regard real measures to limit 
and cease the arms race and to achieve dis- 
armament as the most pressing tasks of our 
time in the effort to preserve and strengthen 
peace and international security. They agreed 
that disarmament would release additional 
resources to be used to solve the economic, 
social and cultural problems of all states and 
especially of the peoples of Africa, Asia and 
Latin America. 

Erich Honecker and Dr Kenneth David 
Kaunda noted with satisfaction that the current 
process of international. détente is strengthen- 
ing international cooperation and is facilitat- 
ing greater mutual understanding among na- 
tions. They agreed to intensify their efforts to 
make this process irreversible. 

Furthermore, the two sides reiterated their de- 
termination to exert efforts towards the cessa- 
tion of the arms race and the carrying out of 
disarmament measures leading to general and 
complete disarmament under effective inter- 
national control. They also called for a com- 
plete prohibition of the production and use of 
nuclear weapons and of the development and 
production of new types of weapons of mass 
destruction and new systems of such weap- 
ons. 

The two sides reaffirmed the necessity for all 
progressive and peace-loving forces in the 
world to intensify their actions so as to coun- 
ter the policy of stepping up the arms race and 
the worsening of the international situation, 
which ignores the vital interests of mankind. 
They support all moves designed to develop 
cooperation and attain genuine security on the 
European continent and throughout the world. 
They emphasized the need to complement poli- 
tical détente by military détente. 

The German Democratic Republic and the Re- 
public of Zambia expressed their deep concern 
about the situation in the Middle East. They 
condemned Israel’s acts of aggression in this 
region, which pose a threat to peace and inter- 


national security. The two sides reaffirmed 
their conviction that:a just and durable solu- 
tion to the Middle East problem can only be 
achieved. on the basis of the complete and im- 
mediate withdrawal of all Israeli troops from 
all Arab lands occupied since 1967; the fulfil- 
ment of the legitimate national demands of 
the Arab people of Palestine, including their 
inalienable right to establish their own state; 
ensuring the right to an independent existence 
and security for all the states involved in the 
conflict. 

The two sides reviewed the current world 
economic situation. They expressed their sup- 
port for the efforts of developing countries to 
strengthen their economic independence. They 
reiterated their resolve to work for the estab- 
lishment of new and equitable international 
economic relations on the basis of equality 
with due respect for the sovereign right of the 
peoples to use their natural resources. 

The German Democratic Republic and the Re- 
public of Zambia hailed the active contribution 
of the non-aligned movement to the struggle 
for peace, security and international coopera- 
tion and against colonialism, neo-colonialism 
and racism. They denounced all attempts to 
weaken this movement. They underlined the 
necessity for all member states to intensify 
their efforts to make the VIth Summit Meeting 
in Havana an effective contribution to the so- 
lution of the most important international 
issues. 

The two sides expressed their concern over the 
situation in South East Asia. They advocated 
strict respect for the principle of the inviola- 
bility of frontiers and respect for territorial 
integrity. 

The German Democratic Republic and the Re- 
public of Zambia solemnly declare that they 
will work for the implementation of the objec- 
tives and principles of the United Nations and 
that they will continue their efforts to 
strengthen the world organization, in parti- 
cular in respect of its role for peace and se- 
curity in the world, against colonialism and 
racism, and for the implementation of the 
Principles of peaceful coexistence between 
states. 

The two sides expressed full satisfaction with 
the results of the visit to Zambia by the Gen- 
eral Secretary of the Central Committee of the 
Socialist Unity Party of Germany and Chair- 
man of the Council of State of the German 


Democratic Republic, Erich Honecker. The 
talks and the understanding reached during the 
visit became another important contribution to 
the cause of the further development of friend- 
ship and fruitful cooperation between the Ger- 
man Democratic Republic and the Republic of 
Zambia. Erich Honecker and Dr Kenneth 
David Kaunda expressed their determination 
to further develop and expand the friendly 
relations and cooperation between the German 
Democratic Republic and the Republic of Zam- 
bia, as well as between the Socialist Unity 
Party of Germany and the United National 
Independence Party. 
During the talks it was agreed that the conti- 
nuation of contacts at the highest level contri- 
butes to the consolidation of mutual trust be- 
tween the peoples of both countries. The two 
sides are resolved to take advantage of the 
good opportunities existing in the areas of eco- 
nomic, cultural and scientific cooperation to 
strengthen the relations between the two sta- 
tes. 

In this regard the following agreéments were 

signed: 

1. Agreement between the Government of the 
German Democratic Republic and the 
Government of the Republic of Zambia on 
Economic, Scientific and Technical Coope- 
ration; 

2. Agreement between the Government of the 
German Democratic Republic and the 
Government of the Republic of Zambia on 
Cooperation in the Field of Sound Broad- 
casting; 

3. Executive Programme on Cultural and 
Scientific Cooperation between the Govern- 
ment of the German Democratic Republic 
and the Government of the Republic of 
Zambia. 

The General Secretary of the Central Commit- 

tee of the Socialist Unity Party of Germany 

and Chairman of the Council of State of the 

German Democratic Republic, Erich Honecker, 

thanked the President of the United National 

Independence Party and President of the Re- 

public of Zambia, Dr Kenneth David Kaunda, 

for the warm welcome and hospitality ac- 
corded to him and his delegation during his 
visit to Zambia. He invited President Dr Ken- 
neth David Kaunda to pay a state visit to the 
German Democratic Republic. 
The invitation has been accepted with thanks. 


Neues Deutschland, 22 February 1979 


249 


Toast proposed by the General Secretary of the Central Committee 
of the Socialist Unity Party of Germany and Chairman of the GDR 
Council of State, Erich Honecker, at a reception given on the occasion 
of the visit by a party and state delegation of the GDR to the 


Republic of Zambia 


21 February 1979 


Allow me, Comrade President, on behalf of the 
members of our delegation and myself once 
again to express our thanks for the friendly 
welcome and hospitality accorded to us by your 
country. We are deeply moved by the feelings 
of friendship extended to us which we reci- 
procate most cordially. 

It is with pleasure that I take this opportunity 
to bring you and the people of the Republic 
of Zambia the greetings and best wishes of the 
people of the German Democratic Republic. 
We have deep sympathy with the people of 
your republic and feel bound in solidarity with 
your struggle to defend national independence 
and overcome the colonial heritage. We wish 
to congratulate you, Comrade President, 
wholeheartedly on what your people have 
achieved on the hard and arduous road to na- 
tional revival under the leadership of the 
United National Independence Party. 

On account of its peaceful policy, the Republic 
of Zambia, guided by the great champion of 
freedom, Kenneth Kaunda, is held in great 
esteem by the international community and 
takes an important position in the movement 
of non-aligned states, which is acting as a posi- 
tive factor in the international arena. 

I would not wish this occasion of our first per- 
sonal meeting here in Africa to pass without 
paying my tribute to the principled and 
courageous commitment which you, dear Com- 
rade President, your government and the peo- 
ple of Zambia have undertaken for the cause 
of liberating the African continent from the 
last strongholds of colonialism and racism. 
Africa is a continent emerging to a better fu- 
ture free from colonial, neo-colonialist and 
racist exploitation and oppression. Significant 
political and socio-economic transformations 
are taking place in the liberated states of 
Africa, contributing to completely reshaping 
the face of our globe. This development runs 
counter to the interests of those quarters who 
regard Africa as their traditional sphere of 
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power and influence and an unchallenged re- 
servoir of raw materials. In the pursuit of their 
goals, they shrink back neither from political 
and economic blackmail nor from direct armed 
intervention and attack. It is with wrath and 
indignation and with even greater solidarity 
that the working people of the German Dem- 
ocratic Republic respond to the criminal 
onslaughts of the racist regimes against inde- 
pendent African states. 

We bow in respect to the many victims who 
have given their lives in the struggle against 
the racist regimes. We share your view, Com- 
rade President, that the states and peoples of 
the African continent have the inalienable 
right to fight for their liberation from colonial 
and racist oppression without asking the im- 
perialist masters for their permission and ap- 
proval. 

Our republic which 30 years ago was itself 
born in the struggle against imperialism, is a 
true friend of the new Africa. It meets with 
our full understanding that the national libera- 
tion movements, acting in close alliance with 
the front-line states, reject the designs to force 
neo-colonialist solutions upon Zimbabwe, Na- 
mibia and South Africa. The socialist German 
Democratic Republic fully supports the legiti- 
mate struggle waged by the people of Zim- 
babwe under the leadership of the Patriotic 
Front for their freedom and the unrestricted 
implementation of their right to self-determi- 
nation. My country firmly stands for Nami- 
bia’s independence under the leadership of 
SWAPO and for the full respect for Namibia's 
territorial integrity. We are unswervingly on 
the side of the ANC of South Africa, fighting 
against the inhuman practices of the Pretoria 
regime, and we call for the complete elimina- 
tion of racial discrimination and apartheid. 
The policy of the German Democratic Republic 
serves peace and international security. The 
arms drive of imperialist countries, in par- 
ticular the member states of NATO, constitu- 


tes a serious danger, and resolute joint action, 
for détente and disarmament is required to 
abolish this danger. Halting the shameful ag- 
gression launched by the Chinese leadership 
against the valiant people of Vietnam will 
serve the interests of resolving outstanding 
issues in respect of southern Africa. This will 
also facilitate those steps which are required 
to initiate a democratic transformation of in- 
ternational economic relations to the benefit 
of the peoples. 

As in the past, the German Democratic Re- 
public will also be prepared in the future to 
make its contribution to securing peace and 
promoting peaceful cooperation among the 
peoples. As you know, our country has wit- 
nessed profoundly positive changes over the 
past three decades. Exploitation of man by 
man has been eliminated. So we have been 
able, based on unswerving friendship and close 
cooperation with the Soviet Union and the 
other socialist countries, to meet our respon- 
sibilities in the international community. 

The concurrence of our views that a secured 
peace is a fundamental interest of mankind has 
been the characteristic feature of the exchange 


of views we have conducted in a cordial and 
friendly atmosphere. I am gratified to state 
that the bonds of friendship, peace and social 
progress between our two countries will be- 
come even firmer. Socialism, peace and anti- 
imperialist solidarity are inseparable. 

We wish the people of the Republic of Zambia 
further successes in developing their country 
and consolidating their independence and free- 
dom. 

Dear Friends and Comrades, 

All members of our delegation shall never 
forget the days we had the pleasure to spend 
here. This was possible due to the atmosphere 
of friendship and frankness distinguishing the 
Republic of Zambia, and the great cordiality 
accorded to us by the people of the Republic 
of Zambia and our dear friend, the President 
of the Republic of Zambia. 

Let us raise our glasses to the health of the 
President of the United National Independence 
Party and President of the Republic of Zambia, 
His Excellency, Comrade Dr Kenneth David 
Kaunda and his charming wife. 


Neues Deutschland, 22 February 1979 


Toast proposed by the General Secretary of the Central Committee 
of the Socialist Unity Party of Germany and Chairman of the GDR 
Council of State, Erich Honecker, at a reception given on the occasion 
of the visit by a party and state delegation of the GDR to the 


People’s Republic of Mozambique 


22 February 1979 


The members of the party and state delegation 
of the German Democratic Republic and I 
have great pleasure to be here in the friendly 
People’s Republic of Mozambique. I consider 
it an honourabie duty to convey fraternal 
greetings from the people of the German De- 
mocratic Republic to the heroic Mozambi- 
can people who, under the leadership of 
FRELIMO, have led a selfless and successful 
struggle for national independence. 

Already in the very first hours of our visit we 
have been made aware of your people’s sym- 
pathy towards our socialist German Demo- 
cratic Republic. Please accept, dear Comrade 


Samora Machel, our hearfelt thanks for the 
kind reception given to us in your country. 
We are deeply touched to be among comrades 
who have been tried and tested brothers-in- 
arms for many years and with whom we share 
a common political conviction and common 
objectives. The friendly relations between our 
two parties, states and peoples are based on 
our firm solidarity with the people of Mozam- 
bique, which dates back to the years of the 
armed struggle of the Mozambique Liberation 
Front against the colonial power. 

Today the People’s Republic of Mozambique 
is a sovereign and internationally respected 
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state. Under the leadership of the FRELIMO 
party your people are abolishing step by step 
the terrible heritage of 500 years of colonial 
rule. They have started to establish a new, 
progressive social order. 

We wholeheartedly congratulate you on the 
great and impressive successes you have gain- 
ed on the road to socialism. They are achieve- 
ments of the entire revolutionary movement, 
and we are as happy about them as we are 
about our own successes. Your experience in 
the construction of a progressive social order 
on African soil is valuable for all people 
struggling for their liberation and for social 
progress. We highly appreciate the outstand- 
ing contribution that you, dear Comrade 
Samora Machel, as a consistent fighter for a 
new Mozambique, have been making at the 
head of the Central Committee of FRELIMO 
and of your state. 

The relations between our two parties, states 
and peoples are developing on a stable and 
dynamic basis, in the spirit of proletarian in- 
ternationalism, on the basis of full equality 
and for the benefit of both our peoples. The 
nature of these relations is not least reflected 
in the cooperation of workers of our two 
countries in industries which are of crucial 
economic importance, e.g. in the coal mines 
of Moatize. 

The vast changes in the world which were 
brought about by the victory of the Great Oc- 
tober Socialist Revolution and which have so 
persistently influenced the course of history, 
strengthen our optimistic vision of history 
which is characteristic of our political outlook. 
Social progress, peace and justice are irresis- 
tible. 

The results of our tour of various African sta- 
tes again confirm that revolutionary progress 
is beginning to become the prevailing tendency 
in Africa, too. The peoples of this continent 
are rendering a significant contribution to a 
further shift in the international balance of 
forces in the interest of mankind’s progress. 
On the ruins of colonial empires these peoples 
are building a new Africa worthy of human 
beings. In several African countries such as 
the People’s Republic of Mozambique young 
vanguard parties are leading their people in 
the struggle for social liberation and for the 
elimination of economic dependence on im- 
perialism. Their victories radiate across the 
whole African continent. 
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However, some imperialist forces do not want 
to accept this change. Lately they have engag- 
ed in particularly dangerous interference in the 
internal affairs of the African states. Their 
goal is to continue to exploit the African peo- 
ples, to place them under their political tute- 
lage and to carry on plundering the natural 
wealth of the continent. While they are sing- 
ing the praises of their neo-colonialist ‘’assist- 
ance”, they are concealing the vast profits 
they squeeze out of Africa. However, if they 
see their interests in jeopardy they do not 
hesitate to employ methods prevalent during 
the worst times of colonial marauding. This 
is evident also in the escalation of criminal 
acts of aggression by the illegal Southern Rho- 
desian regime against the People’s Republic 
of Mozambique. We most vigorously condemn 
those acts of aggression. We manifest our 
unqualified solidarity with your struggle and 
support it. 

The peoples of Africa want neither the old 
nor new colonial rulers. They are resolutely 
defending their independence and their right 
freely to choose their road of development. 
In this effort their alliance with the socialist 
states is a source of strength and a shield. 
This is a thorn in the side of the reactionaries 
who are repeatedly trying to separate the 
African peoples from their true friends and 
natural allies. But they will not succeed. 

The monopoly bourgeoisie and the imperialist 
powers which are netting fancy profits from 
exploiting the peoples of Zimbabwe, Namibia 
and South Africa are trying to maintain their 
rule at any cost. It is therefore the peoples’ 
sacred right to defend themselves, to struggle 
for their national and social liberation with all 
the means at their command, and to decide 
their own destiny. 

We stand firmly at the side of the people of 
Zimbabwe, led by the Patriotic Front, which 
has our political, moral and material support. 
We are firmly convinced that the strengthen- 
ing of unity among all patriotic forces of the 
national liberation movement will lead to the 
achievement of true independence for this 
country. We manifest our solidarity with the 
just struggle of the people of Namibia under 
the leadership of SWAPO. We feel closely 
linked with the people of South Africa and its 
gallant liberation organization, the ANC, in its 
struggle against the policy of apartheid which 
is a mockery of all human rights. 


Events show that the peoples need to close 
their ranks more than ever in the struggle 
against imperialism. Whenever they take their 
destiny into their own hands and resolutely 
fight against dictatorships, racism and oppres- 
sion, imperialism and reaction resort to brute 
force. They respect neither democracy nor 
human rights. At the same time they slander 
those who are the most consistent champions 
of peace and progress, like the Union of Soviet 
Socialist Republics, socialist Cuba and the anti- 
imperialist forces of Africa. It is not the peo- 
ples’ revolutionary struggle which endangers 
world peace but the efforts of imperialism to 
export counter-revolution. 

Today the main danger to peace emanates 
from the heating up of the arms race by the 
aggressive imperialist forces which are bent 
on achieving a military edge over the socialist 
states, among other things to oppose the pro- 
cess of national and social liberation in Africa 
still more massively. 

What has long been a matter of concern to 
the peoples is the present Peking leaders’ col- 
laboration with the aggressive imperialist cir- 
cles against the socialist countries and all 
other progressive forces throughout the world. 
Now the worst has happened: China is waging 
a war of aggression against socialist Vietnam. 
A people which had to wage war for 30 years 
to resist the imperialists and to drive out the 
invaders, is now forced to defend itself against 
the troops of a country which calls itself so- 
cialist. 

In anger and disgust the people of the German 
Democratic Republic condemn this war of ag- 
gression of the Peking leaders. In these hard 
times we stand firmly by the side of our Viet- 
namese brothers with whom we maintain a 
close friendship. We demand: Hands off Viet- 
nam! Immediate withdrawal of the aggres- 
sors! We call upon the entire world to stand 
for the freedom and independence of Viet- 
nam. 

The struggle for halting the arms race, for dis- 
armament and the continuation of the process 
of détente is of vital interest to all peoples, 
since their constructive efforts and their inde- 
pendence fare best in peace. The strength and 
unity of the forces of social progress, in turn, 
is able to check the warmongers and reac- 
tionaries with increasing effect. Since the peo- 
ples need peace, nothing can deter them from 
carrying out resolute actions for it. 


The Moscow Declaration which the states par- 
ties to the Warsaw Treaty have submitted to 
the international community represents a con- 
structive programme for the pursuit of the 
struggle for peace and for preventing a ther- 
monuclear world war. The question of war or 
peace is, indeed, now the key issue. Our states 
will spare no effort to resolve it for the benefit 
of peace in the interests of mankind. The most 
urgent task is, in our view, to halt the arms 
race and to achieve substantial progress to- 
wards disarmament. 

On the soil of free Mozambique we reiterate 
the German Democratic Republic’s firm soli- 
darity with the struggle of the peoples in 
southern Africa against imperialism, colonial- 
ism and racism. Like you, dear Mozambican 
comrades and friends, we hold the view that 
a southern offshoot of the aggressive NATO 
pact would threaten all independent African 
states and result in new sources of tension. 
We welcome the endeavours for the establish- 
ment of zones of peace in various regions of 
the world, e.g. in the area of the Indian Ocean, 
and we urge dismantling of all imperialist 
military bases. 

Now as before the Middle East is a dangerous 
hotbed of tension. The German Democratic 
Republic advocates a just, comprehensive and 
lasting settlement of the problem, which, how- 
ever, cannot be achieved by way of separate 
deals. 

Thanks to the consistent efforts of the Soviet 
Union, the other socialist states and the forces 
of peace, the world over, the process of dé- 
tente has produced important positive results 
in Europe. But we have noted for quite some 
time now that the enemies of détente have 
considerably stepped up their actions. In- 
fluential NATO circles seek to hamper the im- 
provement of international affairs. Their ag- 
gressive policy is directed against socialism 
and the movement for national and social 
liberation. That policy must absolutely be 
foiled. 

The German Democratic Republic is now pre- 
paring for its 30th anniversary. As part of 
socialist emulation the working people of our 
country are focussing their initiatives on the 
implementation of the decisions of the 9th Con- 
gress of the Socialist Unity Party of Germany 
and on the further shaping of the advanced 
socialist society. 

All the successes in the 30-year old history 
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of the first socialist state of workers and 
farmers on German soil were achieved through 
determined and dedicated efforts in hard class 
battles with imperialism. The creative applica- 
tion of the theory of Marxism-Leninism, the 
fraternal alliance with the Soviet Union and the 
ensconcement of the German Democratic Re- 
public in the community of socialist states 
have been the solid foundation of these suc- 
cesses. 

Together with the other fraternal socialist 
countries we shall also in future look upon 
trustful and comradely cooperation with states 
which have opted for a road of development 
with a socialist orientation as a foreign policy 
priority. Our visit to the People’s Republic of 


Mozambique will be another contribution to 

this end. 

Let us raise our glasses and drink to 

— the good health of our esteemed Comrade 
Samora Moises Machel, 

~ further achievements in building a popular 
democracy in the People’s Republic of Mo- 
zambique, 

— the firm friendship and cooperation be- 
tween our two parties, states and peoples, 

— the health of all our Mozambican comrades 
and friends present, 

— your personal well-being and the victory of 
socialism! 


Neues Deutschland, 23 February 1979 


Speech delivered by the General Secretary of the Central Committee 
of the Socialist Unity Party of Germany and Chairman of the Council 
of State of the GDR, Erich Honecker, at a rally in Maputo during 
the visit of a party and state delegation of the GDR to the 


People’s Republic of Mozambique 


23 February 1979 


On behalf of the delegation of the German 
Democratic Republic and myself I would like 
to express our heartfelt gratitude for the frater- 
nal welcome to your country. It was with great 
pleasure that we took up the invitation to visit 
the People’s Republic of Mozambique extended 
to us by our dear friend and Comrade Samora 
Machel. We have had an opportunity to hold 
deliberations on issues of our joint struggle 
and the deepening of the fraternal relations 
between our parties, states and peoples. These 
talks with Comrade Samora Machel, that 
staunch fighter against imperialism, colonial- 
ism and racism, and indefatigable proponent 
of peace and social progress, are being con- 
ducted in an atmosphere of great warmth and 
mutual confidence. 

It is this confidence and warmth that are cha- 
racteristic of the relations between our peo- 
ples which are fraternally united by the 
struggle for socialism. It is a great pleasure 
for me to bring you and the whole people of 
Mozambique the cordial greetings of the 
people of the German Democratic Republic. 
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They are greetings of friendship and solidarity 
with the workers, peasants, soldiers; indeed 
with all working people of Mozambique. 
Formerly, your city of Maputo was in the 
hands of a small minority of colonial rulers. 
They were indifferent to the poverty, misery 
and ignorance of the people. Not only did the 
people of Mozambique give this city a new 
name, they also made it the administrative 
centre of a free country. 

Today, the entire liberated people is in posses- 
sion of the houses, schools, hospitals, banks 
and many enterprises which formerly were 
owned by a privileged minority and only serv- 
ed their benefit. Many of those who used to 
live in huts on the outskirts of the city, have 
moved, as free citizens, into houses which 
formerly they were only permitted to enter 
as servants. In only three and a half years of 
people’s power deep-going changes have taken 
place. They are an expression of the policy 
pursued by the FRELIMO, which has the peo- 
ple’s well-being and happiness at heart. 

In its decisions the 3rd FRELIMO Congress 


has outlined the tasks ahead in the further 
development of your country. We share your 
gratification at the successes scored in build- 
ing up the FRELIMO Party. It is also our ex- 
perience that the existence of a vanguard po- 
litical party is the decisive guarantee for the 
continued pursuit of a revolution, for social 
progress. We are very much pleased and im- 
pressed to see what enthusiasm and energy 
you are displaying under the leadership of the 
FRELIMO in building a new Mozambique, a 
Mozambique of peace, social justice and so- 
cialism. 

The emergence and consolidation of a popular 
democratic state in southern Africa, at the 
doors of the last remaining strongholds of 
colonialism and racism, is striking evidence 
of the great changes going on in our time. The 
revolutionary achievements of your people 
have much appeal for those African countries 
which are striving for social progress. Today 
Mozambique holds a respected place within 
the family of nations. We wish you further 
great successes in shaping a new life. 

We know from our own experience that it is 
not possible to cure overnight all ills left be- 
hind by a reactionary past. As you Comrade 
President rightly says: One cannot empty a 
plate by lifting one’s spoon only once. We, in 
our country, could not take the second step 
before the first either. This year we will cele- 
brate the 30th anniversary of the German De- 
mocratic Republic. This is a significant event, 
and in preparing for it our people are dis- 
playing a great deal of initiative. Their zeal 
and dedication derive from the conviction that 
it is only under socialism that the vital prob- 
lems of mankind can be resolved. 

During the past few years tremendous changes 
for the benefit of the peoples have taken place 
in Africa. As you are aware, the forces of im- 
perialism, racism and reaction refuse to ac- 
cept these changes. They are making desperate 
attempts to keep the last remaining bastions 
of colonialism and racism, and to recover lost 
areas of dominance. Such machinations are, 
however, doomed to failure. 

On behalf of the socialist German Democratic 
Republic I wish to reaffirm our active solida- 
rity with all peoples in southern Africa fight- 
ing for national liberation, against colonialism 
and racism. Our support goes to the people 
of Zimbabwe led by the Patriotic Front. Their 
determined struggle for a new world makes 


us certain that the illegal racist regime will be 
defeated and that the people of Zimbabwe will 
assume power. 

We fully support the just struggle of the peo- 
ple of Namibia fighting under the leadership 
of SWAPO for national independence and ter- 
ritorial integrity. We stand at the side of the 
South African people who—under the leader- 
ship of the ANC-is engaged in a resolute 
struggle against racial oppression and apart- 
heid. 

At present imperialist circles are trying to im- 
pose neo-colonialist solutions on Zimbabwe 
and Namibia which are convenient to them. 
They are making every effort to injure the 
independent states, which constitute a safe 
hinterland for the national liberation move- 
ment. Therefore, criminal acts of aggression 
are being perpetrated against the People’s 
Republic of Mozambique. They seek to deny 
the people of Mozambique the enjoyment of 
the fruits of their hard-won independence and 
of their creative construction effort. But they 
will never succeed, because you are vigilant 
and prepared to fight, and because the social- 
ist states stand at your side. 

In the world-wide class conflict with imperial- 
ism socialism, the national liberation move- 
ments and states which have emerged from 
these movements are natural allies. From the 
first day of its struggle FRELIMO has had 
the deep sympathy and active solidarity of our 
party and people. After the achievement of 
independence and the proclamation of the 
People’s Republic of Mozambique, the rela- 
tions between our parties, states and peoples 
have been developing steadily and dynami- 
cally on the basis of proletarian international- 
ism. The bonds of friendship that link us are 
indestructible. 

There is a fruitful exchange of experience be- 
tween the German Democratic Republic and 
Mozambique. Cooperation between us is devel- 
oping rapidly and in many fields. We are 
working together well in the economy, in pub- 
lic education, culture, public health and other 
spheres, and we have decided to do still better 
in the future. In all this we are guided by 
equality of rights and our people’s benefit. 

In the name of our people I wish to assure 
you, Comrade President, dear comrades and 
friends, that the people and the government of 
the German Democratic Republic will also in 
the future do everything to further strengthen 
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the friendship and cooperation between our 
parties, states and peoples. 

Long live the friendship between the peoples 
of the German Democratic Republic and the 
People’s Republic of Mozambique! 

Long live the fraternal cooperation between 
the Socialist Unity Party of Germany and the 
FRELIMO Party! 


Long live anti-imperialist solidarity! 
Long live peace and social progress! 
A luta continua! 

Venceremos! 


Neues Deutschland, 24/25 February 1979 


From the speech delivered by GDR representative Dr Rudolf Frambach 
at the 35th session of the UN Commission on Human Rights regarding 
the struggle to eliminate the remnants of colonialism, racism and 


apartheid in southern Africa 


23 February 1979 


The public at large is following developments 
in southern Africa with growing alarm. By 
escalating their brutal policy of massive and 
gross violations of human rights, the racist re- 
gimes in southern Africa are increasingly 
endangering international peace and security. 
In view of this dangerous development, the 
XXXIII session of the United Nations General 
Assembly adopted important resolutions relat- 
ing to the struggle for the final elimination of 
all remnants of colonialism, racism and apart- 
heid. In the first place, these resolutions lend 
greater weight to demands to eliminate the 
dangerous sources of conflict in southern 
Africa and give full support to the peoples of 
South Africa, Namibia and Zimbabwe in their 
just fight for the implementation of their in- 
alienable rights to self-determination and in- 
dependence. The documents adopted reflect 
the firm determination of the liberation forces 
and of the socialist and non-aligned states sup- 
porting them in solidarity to banish colonial 
and racial oppression and exploitation once 
and for all from the lives of the peoples of 
Africa. 

There is growing awareness that the final li- 
quidation of colonialism and racism constitutes 
an inseparable part of the struggle for peace, 
security and détente. Consequently, in their 
Moscow Declaration the states party to the 
Warsaw Treaty reaffirmed their solidarity with 
the peoples of South Africa, Namibia and 
Zimbabwe in their struggle, appealing to all 
states ‘‘to eliminate as soon as possible the last 
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remnants of colonialism and the policy of neo- 
colonialist exploitation which is the main 
source of under-development, and to root out 
national and racial oppression.” 

In this crucial phase of the struggle against the 
colonial, racist and imperialist strongholds in 
Africa, the national liberation movements 
ANC of South Africa, SWAPO of Namibia and 
the Patriotic Front of Zimbabwe have proved 
to be the real representatives of their peoples’ 
interests. They reflect the strength and deter- 
mination of these peoples to resolutely enforce 
their right to self-determination and indepen- 
dence. Extensive manifestations of world-wide 
solidarity have lent great momentum to their 
courageous struggle. The International Anti- 
Apartheid Year has met with a remarkable 
response. All over the world progressive forces 
have rallied to take action in support of 
these fighting peoples; the movement against 
racism and apartheid has, indeed, become a 
strong force. This is also borne out by the re- 
sults of the World Conference to Combat Rac- 
ism and Racial Discrimination. The Declara- 
tion and the Programme of Action adopted at 
the Conference serve as guidelines in the 
struggle against racism in the second half of 
the Decade of Action to Combat Racism and 
Racial Discrimination proclaimed by the 
United Nations. The first five years of that Dec- 
ade have also clearly answered the question 
as to who are the friends of the peoples that 
are still oppressed and who are their foes, who 
gives them active support and who, through 


overt and covert manoeuvres, stands in the 
way of their just cause. 

Permit me to say that throughout the 30 years 
of its existence the GDR has always extended 
its solidarity to the peoples struggling for 
their national, political and economic self- 
determination. This solidarity represents offi- 
cial government policy, it is dear to the hearts 
of the entire people. It manifests itself by our 
consistent support for the just demands of the 
national liberation movements and in the Inter- 
national Anti-Apartheid Year in support of the 
peoples of southern Africa by a wide range 
of activities by all sections of the people of the 
GDR. Last year alone, urgently needed food- 
stuffs, medicaments and clothes worth 40 mil- 
lion marks raised by donations from the work- 
ing people, were sent to African countries and 
national liberation movements. 

Thanks to joint action by the anti-colonial and 
anti-racist forces the true nature of racism, 
notably its most detestable manifestation, the 
policy of apartheid as practised by the South 
African minority regime, has been unmasked. 
Apartheid stands for the total negation of the 
rights and dignity of man. At the same time 
it is the main-spring of a power mechanism 
through which more than 20 million people 
are deprived of their rights and turned into 
slaves. Henchmen of the racist regime are 
throwing thousands of innocent Africans into 
jail, and torturing and murdering them in the 
most bestial manner. Every day the world 
public learns of new atrocities committed by 
the apartheid racists. The policy of apartheid, 
which is synonymous with violence, oppres- 
sion and colonialism, poses a permanent threat 
to sovereign African states. Pretoria’s acts of 
aggression against free African states, the war 
preparations made from Namibian territory 
against the People’s Republic of Angola and, 
last but not least, South Africa’s considerable 
support for the armed incursions of the Smith 
regime of Southern Rhodesia, are an outra- 
geous affront to the African peoples and to 
the United Nations. They are a challenge to 
the humanist conscience of all mankind. 
Awareness of the nature of the policy pursued 
by the colonial and racist regimes in southern 
Africa leads logically to the tasks on the 
agenda: 

It is necessary to take effective measures for 
the world-wide isolation of the racist regimes 
with a view to implementing the right to self- 
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determination of the peoples of South Africa, 
Namibia and Zimbabwe, and to raising a bar- 
rier against attacks on free African states. A 
comprehensive, world-wide, economic and mil- 
itary boycott must be imposed on the South 
African and Southern Rhodesian regimes. 
Moreover, the United Nations Security Council 
is called upon to take such action under Chap- 
ter VII of the UN Charter as will also set clear 
limits to the profit drive of the imperialist 
monopolies. Any approach to solving these 
problems must ultimately be based on the de- 
mands of the true representatives of the peo- 
ples in southern Africa, the national liberation 
movements. 

It is necessary to denounce those who presume 
to exercise judgement over the question of 
human rights implementation. For it is a fact 
that those who support the racist regimes in 
many ways, who collaborate with those who 
have been denounced in many resolutions of 
the United Nations, are obstructing the im- 
plementation of the rights of the peoples of 
South Africa, Namibia and Zimbabwe. Nor can 
this fact be obscured by so-called initiatives 
for a ‘peaceful settlement” of the problems in 
southern Africa. All attempts at branding the 
true liberation forces as terrorists are doomed 
to futility. From United Nations documents we 
know who is supplying sophisticated arms and 
military equipment to the apartheid soldiery 
and to Smith’s racist troops enabling them to 
pursue their policy of oppression and aggres- 
sion. It is also a known fact who supplies the 
fuel that keeps their war machinery in a con- 
stant state of combat readiness. The public at 
large is aware that more than 1,400 imperialist 
monopolies and banks are backing the racists 
economically and financially, and are en- 
couraging them in their arms drive. 

This intensive cooperation was proved by 
many facts and strongly condemned at the 
XXXIII session of the United Nations General 
Assembly. With particular concern the world 
body declared its opposition to any kind of 
nuclear collaboration with South Africa’s 
apartheid regime, calling for its immediate 
cessation. This applies to the supply of rele- 
vant material and equipment as well as to the 
exchange of scientific and technological data 
and of personnel. Can it really be that a re- 
gime which has already been officially con- 
demned as an aggressor by the United Na- 
tions Security Council should then be allowed 
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to lay its hands on nuclear weapons? As is 
highlighted in relevant resolutions, political, 
economic, military and atomic collaboration 
with the racist regimes is a major obstacle to 
the attainment of the rights to self-determina- 
tion and independence by the colonially and 
racially oppressed peoples. Such collaboration 
enables the regimes in Pretoria and Salisbury 
to continue their policy of terror and aggres- 
sion. 

Imperialist circles do not want to reconcile 
themselves to the positive changes that have 
taken place on the African continent. They are 
trying to direct developments in southern 
Africa into neo-colonialist channels. South 
Africa’s predominance and the unhindered ex- 
ploitation of the peoples and their rich nat- 
ural resources by imperialist monopolies are 
to be ensured through puppets as was shown 
by the election farce in Namibia. South Africa 
is to be maintained as a colonialist stronghold 
against the free African peoples with a view 
to protecting the military-strategic interests of 
imperialist quarters. All manoeuvres to pre- 


vent the peoples of Namibia and Zimbabwe 
from consistently exercising their right to self- 
determination are designed to give the racist 
regimes more elbow-room and to counter their 
world-wide isolation. This must not be allowed 
to happen. 

The Commission on Human Rights can and 
must make an effective contribution to un- 
masking the practices by which the racist re- 
gimes are violating human rights. Relevant 
guidelines are contained in the resolutions 
adopted at the XXXIII session of the United 
Nations General Assembly and in the docu- 
ments which we have before us. By pointing 
out the root causes of apartheid and racism 
and the main obstacles standing in the way of 
the exercise of the right to self-determination, 
the Commission can lend greater weight to the 
powerful movement for the final liquidation 
of all forms of colonial and racist exploitation 
and oppression. 


Archives of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
of the GDR 


Joint communiqué on the official friendship visit of a party 

and state delegation of the German Democratic Republic headed 

by the General Secretary of the Central Committee of the Socialist 
Unity Party of Germany and Chairman of the Council of State of the 
German Democratic Republic, Erich Honecker, to the People’s 


Republic of Mozambique 


24 February 1979 


At the invitation of Samora Moises Machel, 
President of the FRELIMO Party and Presi- 
dent of the People’s Republic of Mozambique, 
a party and state delegation of the German 
Democratic Republic headed by Erich Ho- 
necker, General Secretary of the Central Com- 
mittee of the Socialist Unity Party of Germany 
and Chairman of the Council of State of the 
German Democratic Republic, stayed in the 
People’s Republic of Mozambique on an offi- 
cial friendship visit from 22 to 24 February 
1979. 

Comrades Erich Honecker and Samora Moises 
Machel conducted an extensive exchange of 
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opinions and experience on the development 
of their countries. They discussed the interna- 
tional situation and considered ways of further 
shaping relations between the GDR and the 
People’s Republic of Mozambique, which are 
marked by anti-imperialist solidarity, firm 
friendship and comradely cooperation and 
which are based on the principles of Marxism- 
Leninism and of proletarian internationalism. 
The talks were held in an atmosphere of 
cordiality, mutual confidence, comradeship 
and political harmony. 

Participants in the discussions and negotiations 
were: 


For the German Democratic Republic 

Willi Stoph, member of the Poltibureau of the 
Central Committee of the Socialist Unity Party 
of Germany and Chairman of the Council of 
Ministers of the German Democratic Re- 
public, 

Hermann Axen, member of the Politbureau 
and Secretary of the Central Committee of the 
Socialist Unity Party of Germany, 

Giinter Mittag, member of the Politbureau and 
Secretary of the Central Committee of the 
Socialist Unity Party of Germany, 

Oskar Fischer, member of the Central Com- 
mittee of the Socialist Unity Party of Germany 
and Minister of Foreign Affairs of the German 
Democratic Republic, 

Friedel Trappen, Deputy Head of the Inter- 
national Relations Department of the Central 
Committee of the Socialist Unity Party of 
Germany, 

Klaus Willerding, Deputy Minister of Foreign 
Affairs of the German Democratic Republic, 
Friedmar Clausnitzer, Deputy Minister of For- 
eign Trade of the German Democratic Repub- 
lic, 

Julian Hollender, Ambassador Extraordinary 
and Plenipotentiary of the German Democratic 
Republic to the People’s Republic of Mozam- 
bique; 

For the People’s Republic of Mozambique 
Marcelino dos Santos, member of the Political 
Standing Commission of the Central Commit- 
tee of the FRELIMO Party, member of the 
Standing Commission of the People’s Assem- 
bly and Minister for Planning, 

Joaquim Alberto Chissano, member of the Po- 
litical Standing Commission of the Central 
Committee of the FRELIMO Party, member 
of the Standing Commission of the People’s 
Assembly and Minister of Foreign Affairs, 
Jacinto Veloso, member of the Political 
Standing Commission of the Central Commit- 
tee of the FRELIMO Party and National Di- 
rector of the National Service for People’s De- 
fence, 

Alberto Cassimo, member of the Central Com- 


mittee of the FRELIMO Party, member of the’ 


People’s Assembly and Minister of Labour, 
Julio Zamith Carrilho, member of the Central 
Committee of the FRELIMO Party, member of 
the People’s Assembly and Minister for In- 
dustry and Energy, 

Sergio Vieira, member of the Central Commit- 
tee of the FRELIMO Party, member of the 
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People’s Assembly and Governor of the Bank 
of Mozambique. 

Rui Baltazar Alves, member of the Standing 
Commission of the People’s Assembly and 
Minister of Financial Affairs, 

Salomao Munguambe, member of the Standing 
Commission of the People’s Assembly and 
Minister of Foreign Trade, 

Valeriano Ferrao, member of the People’s As- 
sembly and General Secretary of the Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs, 

Antonio Branco, member of the People’s As- 
sembly and General Director of the Ministry 
for Industry and Energy, 

Fernando Honwana, member of the People’s 
Assembly and personal aide of the President 
of the People’s Republic of Mozambique. 

In the course of the visit, the General Secretary 
of the Central Committee of the Socialist Unity 
Party of Germany and Chairman of the Coun- 
cil of State of the German Democratic Repub- 
lic, Erich Honecker, laid a wreath at the me- 
morial to the heroes of Mozambique. He took 
part in a rousing mass rally with people from 
one of the capital city’s largest residential 
areas, and he toured the revolutionary mu- 
seum. The distinguished visitor and the per- 
sonalities accompanying him saw industrial 
plants, acquainted themselves with the life and 
the culture, the revolutionary zeal, and the 
gains of the people of Mozambique in their 
effort to consolidate their country’s political 
and economic independence and to lay the 
foundations of socialism. The delegation from 
the German Democratic Republic was given an 
enthusiastic and warm welcome by the people 
of Maputo in what was a manifestation of the 
friendship and solidarity the Mozambican peo- 
ple feel for the fraternal people of the German 
Democratic Republic, of their high esteem and 
regard for Comrade Erich Honecker. 


I 

The General Secretary of the Central Commit- 
tee of the Socialist Unity Party of Germany 
and Chairman of the Council of State of the 
German Democratic Republic, Erich Honecker, 
commended the remarkable achievements the 
people of Mozambique have made under the 
leadership of the FRELIMO Party in their 
endeavour to transform the country’s social 
and economic life. He congratulated the Mo- 
zambican people and their revolutionary 
leadership on the significant successes they 
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have scored in overcoming the heritage left 
by 500 years of colonial rule, in strengthening 
the people’s democratic power, and consoli- 
dating the sovereignty of the People’s Repub- 
lic of Mozambique in the struggle against the 
machinations and aggressive acts of imperial- 
ism and its allies. He wished the Mozambican 
people fresh successes in the implementation 
of the decisions adopted at the 3rd FRELIMO 
Congress in the domestic and foreign policy 
fields. He emphasized the significant role 
which the People’s Republic of Mozambique 
plays in the African peoples’ struggle against 
imperialism, colonialism, neo-colonialism, rac- 
ism and apartheid. Erich Honecker thanked 
Samora Moises Machel and the FRELIMO 
Party for their solidarity with the GDR. 

The President of the FRELIMO Party and Pre- 
sident of the People’s Republic of Mozam- 
bique, Somora Moises Machel, paid tribute to 
the successes the people of the German Demo- 
cratic Republic have achieved under the 
leadership of the Socialist Unity Party of Ger- 
many in implementing the programme for. de- 
veloping advanced socialist society more fully 
as adopted at the 9th Congress of the Socialist 
Unity Party of Germany. He stressed the Ger- 
man Democratic Republic’s big contribution to 
strengthening peace and international security, 
underlining the importance of the support the 
German Democratic Republic has been giving, 
jointly with the other socialist states, to the 
African peoples in their struggle for national 
and social liberation. 

Comrades Erich Honecker and Samora Moises 
Machel noted with satisfaction that the friend- 
ship and cooperation between the Socialist 
Unity Party of Germany and FRELIMO, which 
developed as early as in the hard years of the 
Mozambican people’s armed struggle for free- 
dom and independence, have experienced fresh 
progress since the founding of the People’s 
Republic of Mozambique.. 

They pointed to the outstanding role the So- 
cialist Unity Party of Germany and the 
FRELIMO Party—-the vanguard party of the 
Mozambican people—have been playing in the 
all-round strengthening of the _ brotherly 
friendship and cooperation between the two 
peoples and states. 

Comrades Erich Honecker and Samora Moises 
Machel were gratified to note the favourable 
results the two states have reached in their 
cooperation, laying special emphasis on the 
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fruitful work that has been accomplished by 
the German Democratic Republic— People’s 
Republic of Mozambique Joint Economic Com- 
mission. 

The German Democratic Republic and the 
People’s Republic of Mozambique manifest 
their firm resolve to continue strengthening, 
in every respect, their relations of friendship 
and cooperation for their mutual benefit. 

To this end they have signed a Treaty of 
Friendship and Cooperation between the Ger- 
man Democratic Republic and the People’s 
Republic of Mozambique, which provides a 
stable foundation for further fruitful coopera- 
tion between the two states and helps spur 
their joint struggle for international détente, 
peace and socialism. 

Other documents signed on the occasion were 
an agreement between the Socialist Unity 
Party of Germany and the FRELIMO Party on 
cooperation in 1979 and 1980, a long-term 
programme for the development of the eco- 
nomic relations between the German Demo- 
cratic Republic and the People’s Republic of 
Mozambique covering the period until 1990, 
and further important accords on economic 
and other matters. 


II 

The General Secretary of the Central Commit- 
tee of the Socialist Unity Party of Germany 
and Chairman of the Council of State of the 
German Democratic Republic, Erich Honecker, 
and the President of the FRELIMO Party and 
President of the People’s Republic of Mozam- 
bique, Samora Moises Machel, in discussing 
the international situation, noted identity of 
views on the main international issues 
raised. 

The two sides underlined that in their foreign 
policies they are guided by the same prin- 
ciples. They attach maximum importance to 
cementing the unity of action of the socialist 
states, the national liberation movement and 
all democratic and progressive forces. 

Both sides feel that the current international 
situation is marked by a shift in the relation- 
ship of forces in the world in favour of social- 
ism, the forces of peace, progress and national 
liberation. This is due to the strengthening and 
broadening of the positions of world social- 
ism and to the peoples’ and progressive forces’ 
constantly growing commitment to peace and 
social progress, against imperialism, colonial- 


ism, neo-colonialism, racism and other reac- 
tionary forces. 

Both sides note that in spite of resistance on 
the part of reactionary forces the process of 
détente is successfully going on. They under- 
line the need for détente to be strengthened, 
expanded and made irreversible. They advo- 
cate waging the struggle for peace on the 
broadest possible international scale in order 
to bring about a decisive turn in international 
affairs. 

Both sides emphasize that détente does not run 
counter to the objective processes of historical 
development and that it does not hinder the 
peoples in their just struggle for national 1i- 
beration, social progress, democracy and 
peace, nor impair the peoples’ right to freely 
choose their road of political, economic and 
social development. 

The German Democratic Republic and the 
People’s Republic of Mozambique view the 
Moscow Declaration of the Political Consulta- 
tive Committee of the States Parties to the 
Warsaw Treaty as a constructive programme 
in the struggle for world peace, for the cessa- 
tion of the arms race and for disarmament, for 
greater trust and closer friendship between na- 
tions. At the same time, the Declaration serves 
the African peoples in their struggle to libe- 
rate themselves from imperialism, colonialism, 
racism and apartheid, and to consolidate the 
revolutionary and democratic gains of the 
masses. 

They reaffirm the importance of the Organiza- 
tion of African Unity and of the movement of 
non-aligned countries for the maintenance of 
peace and for the peoples’ economic and social 
development. They condemn the divisive 
manoeuvres of imperialism which are designed 
to isolate the African peoples and the move- 
ment of non-aligned countries from the so- 
Cialist countries, their natural allies, and from 
the democratic forces in capitalist countries. 
The two sides hailed the results of the recent 
special session of the Coordinating Bureau of 
the Non-aligned Countries in Maputo at which 
important resolutions to step up the anti-im- 
perialist struggle and the liberation struggle in 
southern Africa were adopted. They view 
these results as constructive preparatory steps 
for the VIth Summit Conference of Non- 
aligned Countries in Havana. They regard the 
holding of that summit meeting in Havana as 
a token of appreciation of Cuba’s outstanding 


role in defending the interests of the non- 
aligned countries. 

Both sides reaffirm their determination to 
fight for the abolition of the system of inter- 
national economic relations as created by im- 
perialism, and for the establishment of new, 
democratic international economic relations 
that will be based on equal rights and respect 
for the peoples’ sovereign right to exploit their 
natural wealth. 

Both sides underline that the international 
principles laid down in the Final Act of Hel- 
sinki, which are also binding on the relations 
between the German Democratic Republic and 
the Federal Republic of Germany, provide a 
solid basis for the further pursuit of the policy 
of détente. They express themselves in favour 
of the strict observance of the Quadripartite 
Agreement on West Berlin. 

The German Democratic Republic and the 
People’s Republic of Mozambique voiced their 
satisfaction at the favourable outcome of the 
UN special session devoted to matters of dis- 
armament. They declare their readiness to help 
fully implement the stipulations made in the 
final document adopted at that session. They 
pronounce themselves in favour of the earliest 
possible calling of a world disarmament con- 
ference, the conclusion of a world treaty on 
the non-use of force in international relations, 
and of a convention on the strengthening of 
guarantees of the security of non-nuclear- 
weapon states. 

Both sides point to the grave danger arising to 
the peoples of Africa, to peace and security all 
over the world from the craving for nuclear 
weapons of the racist and expansionist regimes 
of South Africa and Israel. Imperialism ac- 
tively supports these designs by providing 
these regimes with the requisite technological 
and scientific resources. 

Both leaders hold that nuclear weapons must 
not be admitted in Africa. They associate 
themselves with the appeal which the UN 
General Assembly directed to all states that 
they should recognize and respect the African 
continent as a nuclear-weapon-free zone. 
They believe that it would be in the interest 
of all mankind if treaties were concluded that 
would ban nuclear weapon tests, chemical and 
bacteriological weapons as well as the de- 
velopment and production of new types and 
systems of weapons of mass destruction. They 
condemn plans to manufacture the neutron 
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bomb and other nuclear weapons, and stand 
for the complete prohibition of these means of 
destruction. 

Both sides support the struggle to turn the 
Indian Ocean into a zone of peace, urging the 
disbandment of the imperialist military bases 
in the Indian Ocean which pose a grave threat 
to the states in that region, to peace and se- 
curity in the world. 

Reviewing the current situation in Asia, both 
sides declare their solidarity with the Demo- 
cratic People’s Republic of Korea in its efforts 
to achieve the peaceful and independent reuni- 
fication of the country in the framework of 
democratic principles and without outside in- 
tervention, and they demand the withdrawal of 
all foreign armed forces from South Korea. 
They hail the victory of the people of Afgha- 
nistan. As regards the emergence of the Peo- 
ple’s Republic of Kampuchea they hold that 
this offers a new guarantee for the develop- 
ment of brotherly cooperation among the peo- 
ples of Indochina, giving added strength to 
the forces of progress and peace in the re- 
gion. 

Both sides welcome the victory of the Iranian 
people over the antipopular monarchic regime. 
They voiced their conviction that this victory 
will help step up the struggle against imperial- 
ism, for freedom, progress and peace. 

True to the policy of peace, of the peaceful 
settlement of conflicts between states, respect 
for the independence, sovereignty and territo- 
rial integrity of states and peoples, both sides 
condemn the acts of aggression which the 
People’s Republic of China has launched 
against the Socialist Republic of Vietnam with 
which they manifest their solidarity. They de- 
mand the cessation of the acts of aggression 
and the immediate and unconditional with- 
drawal of all Chinese occupation forces from 
the entire territory of Vietnam. 

In connection with the situation in the Middle 
East Comrades Erich Honecker and Samora 
Moises Machel voiced deep concern, resolutely 
condemning the aggressive policies of Israel, 
which are the principal cause of the tension 
prevailing in the area. 


They are convinced that the separative nego- 
tiations at which the legitimate interests of the 
Arab peoples, notably of the Arab people of 
Palestine, are being sacrificed, only render the 
situation even more dangerous, impeding a 
final and lasting settlement of the Middle-East 
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problems. The two leaders welcomed the re- 
sults of the Baghdad summit conference, and 
underlined the need for the resumption of the 
Geneva conference with mandatory PLO par- 
ticipation. A just and complete settlement of 
the conflict can only be achieved through the 
withdrawal of the Israeli troops from the Arab 
territories occupied in 1967 and the implemen- 
tation of the inalienable rights of the Arab 
people of Palestine, including their right to 
the establishment of an independent state of 
their own. The two sides also affirm that the 
right to existence and independent develop- 
ment of all peoples and states in the area must 
be guaranteed. 

Both sides declare their solidarity with the 
peoples of Latin America in their struggle 
against imperialism and fascism, for their 
right to freely choose their road of develop- 
ment. They reaffirm, in particular, their sup- 
port of the Chilean people in its anti-fascist 
liberation struggle. 

Comrades Erich Honecker and Samora Moises 
Machel again voice their determination to sup- 
port the UN resolutions calling for the com- 
plete liquidation of colonialism, racism, racial 
discrimination and apartheid in all their mani- 
festations. 

They resolutely condemn the manoeuvres of 
imperialism designed to maintain the remnants 
of the system of colonial and racist oppression 
and to achieve its neo-colonialist interests 
through the setting up of puppet regimes. 
Both sides denounce the ideological aggression 
and smear campaign being launched against 
the socialist countries, the communist and 
workers’ parties and against the cause of na- 
tional and social liberation. The reactionary, 
warmongering circles, in their entirety, under 
the pretext of defending human rights, are 
promoting acts of gross intervention in the 
domestic affairs of sovereign states and are 
trying to smear the peoples’ heroic deeds and 
outstanding achievements. 

The two leaders manifest their countries’ ac- 
tive solidarity with the peoples of Africa, Asia 
and Latin America, fighting against imperial- 
ism, colonialism, neo-colonialism, fascism, rac- 
ism, Zionism and apartheid, and for national 
independence and social progress. 


Ifl 
Erich Honecker and Samora Moises Machel 
hail the historic victories won by the peoples 


of Africa and note with satisfaction that the 
newly-free African nations play an ever 
greater role in the international arena. They 
emphasize the importance of those African 
states which, in their pursuit of the elimina- 
tion of the exploitation of man by man, are 
fighting for new social conditions, for peace, 
progress and democracy in Africa, which 
makes them the most consistent element in the 
struggle for national and social liberation on 
the African continent. 

They view the shift in the relationship of 
forces that has taken place in southern Africa 
through the establishment of the People’s Re- 
public of Mozambique and the People’s Re- 
public of Angola as a matter of fundamental 
importance. 

Erich Honecker and Samora Moises Machel 
note that the current imperialist ideological 
offensive, the military provocations, economic 
sabotage, the chauvinist-expansionist adven- 
tures, and the attempts to drive a wedge be- 
tween the movement for national liberation 
and the socialist countries are a hostile reac- 
tion to the successes the African peoples have 
scored on the road to independence, progress, 
democracy and the development of the new 
society. 

Comrades Erich Honecker and Samora Moises 
Machel resolutely condemn the acts of armed 
intervention on the part of imperialist forces 
against African states and their attempts to 
establish a pan-African intervention force 
whose sole purpose it would be to thwart the 
liberation struggle on the African continent 
and to keep the peoples subjected to the 
system of neo-colonialist domination of im- 
perialism. 

Both sides turn emphatically against the im- 
perialist refusal to recognize in southern 
Africa the universal principles of respect for 
sovereignty and territorial integrity, and of 
non-interference in internal affairs. This re- 
fusal is preventing the extension of the general 
principle of peaceful coexistence to southern 
Africa, is designed to obstruct the consolida- 
tion of the people’s democratic states in this 
part of the world, and to block the achieve- 
ment of real independence by Zimbabwe and 
Namibia. 

Both sides most sharply condemn the acts of 
aggression that have been launched by the 
racist regimes in Southern Rhodesia and the 
Republic of South Africa against the sover- 


eignty of neighbouring countries, and demand 
that these acts cease immediately. 

They manifest their solidarity with the Peo- 
ple’s Republic of Angola, the Republic of Zam- 
bia and the Republic of Botswana, which are 
the victims of numerous provocations and 
racist assaults. The German Democratic Re- 
public declares its unqualified solidarity with 
the People’s Republic of Mozambique and re- 
solutely supports it against the criminal acts of 
aggression launched by the racist minority 
regimes. 

Both sides voice grave concern at the growing 
number of military conflicts between African 
states. These conflicts have been provoked by 
imperialism and by reactionary forces. It is 
only if the Charter of the United Nations and 
that of the Organization of African Unity are 
strictly adhered to, if the territorial integrity 
of each state, and the peoples’ right to self-de- 
termination and national independence and to 
the free choice of their road of social develop- 
ment are respected, that the unity of the Afri- 
can peoples and states in the struggle for 
peace and progress on the continent and for 
their complete liberation can be _ strength- 
ened. 

Both sides declare for the earliest possible 
establishment of a lasting peace at the Horn 
of Africa on the basis of the principles of 
mutual respect for sovereignty, territorial inte- 
grity, the inviolability of frontiers, and non- 
interference in internal affairs in accordance 
with the principles of the Charter of the 
United Nations and the corresponding resolu- 
tions of the OAU. They stress that friendly, 
good-neighbourly relations between the coun- 
tries at the Horn of Africa would be in the 
interest of the progressive development of all 
states. 

Both sides welcome the successes the people of 
Zimbabwe have achieved under the leadership 
of the Patriotic Front, reaffirming their full 
support for the Zimbabwean people’s libera- 
tion struggle, including armed struggle for 
national independence. They most sharply 
condemn the imperialist manoeuvres designed 
to liquidate, by way of incessant stratagems, 
the Patriotic Front, divide the front-line states, 
create a pretext for direct imperialist interven- 
tion in the region, and set up a neo-colonialist 
regime in Zimbabwe. Both sides expose the 
imperialist intrigues intended, through both 
so-called internal settlements and international 
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solutions, to preserve the present regime and 
impose a neo-colonialist formula. 

Both sides expressed their resolve to continue 
to apply the sanctions which the UN imposed 
on the British colony of Southern Rhodesia 
and to secure international public support for 
their enforcement. 

The German Democratic Republic and the Peo- 
ple’s Republic of Mozambique voice their full 
and unqualified support for SWAPO, the only 
and legitimate representative of the people of 
Namibia, and condemn the colonial rule prac- 
tised by the South African racist regime and 
its manoeuvres directed against the full inde- 
pendence of Namibia and against its territorial 
integrity, including that of Walvis Bay. 

Both sides resolutely condemn the misuse of 
the territory of Namibia by Pretoria’s racist 
authorities as a marshalling area from which 
constant provocations, acts of aggression and 
subversive activities are undertaken against 
the sovereignty and territorial integrity of the 
People’s Republic of Angola. 

Erich Honecker and Samora Moises Machel 
turn resolutely against imperialist interference 
in the internal affairs of African states, 
notably against the attempts of NATO to ex- 
tend its sphere of influence to Africa and turn 
the African continent into a new international 
hotbed of crises. These attempts also include 
plans to form a military bloc in the South 
Atlantic with the active participation of the 
Pretoria regime. 

Both sides resolutely oppose the use of African 
territory as a testing ground for weapons and 
systems of mass destruction. They condemn 
the use of mercenaries by imperialism and the 
racist regimes against the African peoples in 
their liberation struggle, as for instance in 
Zimbabwe, Namibia and on the Comoros. This 
represents a growing danger to the security 
and sovereignty of the African countries and 
to world peace. 
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Both sides resolutely condemn the Pretoria re- 
gime and its Bantustan policy. They insist that 
an end be put to the policies of apartheid and 
of terrorism against the people of South 
Africa. 

They denounce the imperialist assistance of 
the racist regime, the deliveries of arms, in- 
cluding nuclear arms, which are designed to 
suppress the working classes, arm the regime 
for aggression against its sovereign neigh- 
bours, and preserve the apartheid system. 
Both sides express their full support for and 
solidarity with the African National Congress 
of South Africa. 


IV 

Both sides were highly appreciative of the 
talks conducted in Maputo. They hold the view 
that the visit of Comrade Erich Honecker to 
the People’s Republic of Mozambique has 
been a major contribution to the further 
broadening and intensification of the fraternal 
relations of friendship and cooperation be- 
tween the two peoples, parties and states. 
Erich Honecker, speaking also in the name of 
the members of his delegation, offered thanks 
to Samora Moises Machel, the Central Com- 
mittee of the FRELIMO Party, the people and 
the government of the People’s Republic of 
Mozambique for the cordial reception and 
hospitality extended to them. 

The General Secretary of the Central Com- 
mittee of the Socialist Unity Party of Germany 
and Chairman of the Council of State of the 
German Democratic Republic, Erich Honecker, 
invited the President of the FRELIMO Party 
and President of the People’s Republic of Mo- 
zambique, Samora Moises Machel, to pay an 
official friendship visit to the German Demo- 
cratic Republic. The invitation was accepted 
with gratification. 


Neues Deutschland, 26 February 1979 


Treaty of Friendship and Cooperation between the GDR and the 


People’s Republic of Mozambique 


24 February 1979 


The German Democratic Republic and the 
People’s Republic of Mozambique, 
Acknowledging their parties’ and their peo- 
ples’ fraternal friendship and cooperation al- 
ready established during the armed national 
liberation struggle of the people of Mozam- 
bique and based on Marxist-Leninist and pro- 
letarian internationalism, 

Firmly determined to contribute towards the 
creation of favourable conditions for con- 
tinuing the revolutionary process in the world, 
Desiring to further promote the fraternal 
friendship and cooperation between the Ger- 
man Democratic Republic and the People’s 
Republic of Mozambique and thus to contri- 
bute towards strengthening the natural anti- 
imperialist alliance between the socialist states 
and the national liberation movements and 
towards further uniting all forces fighting for 
peace, democracy and social progress, 
Inspired by the ideals of the struggle against 
imperialism, colonialism, neo-colonialism, rac- 
ism and apartheid, 

Determined to contribute towards strengthen- 
ing the peace and security of all peoples, 
Desirous of further developing the social and 
economic achievements of the two states and to 
assist each other in this endeavour, 
Reaffirming their loyality to the purposes and 
principles of the Charter of the United Na- 
tions, 

Have resolved to sign this Treaty of Friend- 
ship and Cooperation, and have agreed as 
follows: 


Article 1 

The High Contracting Parties solemnly mani- 
fest their resolve to strengthen and broaden 
the friendship between the two states and peo- 
ples and to cooperate in the interest of the 
further development of the socio-economic 
achievements of their peoples. They will 
further develop their political, scientific, tech- 
nological and cultural relations and, in doing 
so, be guided by the principles of respect for 
sovereignty, territorial integrity, non-inter- 
ference in internal affairs and equality. 

They will deepen cooperation and direct con- 


tacts between the political and social organiza- 
tions of the two states. 


Article 2 

The High Contracting Parties will make every 
effort to expand mutually advantageous eco- 
nomic cooperation and to intensify exchanges 
of experience in industry, agriculture, fish- 
ery, transport and telecommunications, in the 
training of cadres and in other areas. 

Both states will further develop their coopera- 
tion in trade on the basis of the principles of 
equality, mutual advantage and most-favoured 
nation treatment. 


Article 3 

The High Contracting Parties will develop 
their cooperation in science and technology, 
the arts, literature, education, public health, 
the press, radio broadcasting, the cinema, 
sports and other fields with a view to promot- 
ing mutual acquaintance with the life and the 
achievements of the two peoples. 


Article 4 

The German Democratic Republic and the 
People’s Republic of Mozambique pursue a 
policy of peace whose purpose is the strength- 
ening of friendship and cooperation among all 
peoples. 

The German Democratic Republic values the 
peace policy of the People’s Republic of 
Mozambique as an essential factor for the 
maintenance of world peace and for détente 
and international security and pays tribute to 
the policy of non-alignment of the People’s 
Republic of Mozambique. The People’s Re- 
public of Mozambique appreciates the peace 
policy of the German Democratic Republic as 
an essential factor for the maintenance of 
world peace and for détente and international] 
security. 


Article 5 

In the interests of strengthening their defence 
capabilities the High Contracting Parties will 
fix the modalities of their cooperation in the 
military field by bilateral agreements. 
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Article 6 

The High Contracting Parties will continue 
their struggle for peace in the world and for 
the strengthening of international security. 
They undertake efforts to deepen international 
détente with a view to extending it to all re- 
gions and to making it irreversible. In order to 
banish war forever from the life of the peo- 
ples, they work towards achieving general 
and complete disarmament, including nuclear 
disarmament, under effective international 
control. 


Article 7 

The High Contracting Parties advocate the 
establishment of a new international economic 
order on an equal and democratic basis free 
from imperialist exploitation. They subscribe 
to the sovereign right of peoples to exercise 
control over their natural resources. 


Article 8 

The High Contracting Parties will continue, as 
before, to fight consistently against the forces 
of imperialism and for the final elimination of 
fascism, colonialism, neo-colonialism, racism 
and apartheid. They work for the full im- 
plementation of the United Nations Declara- 
tion on the Granting of Independence to 
Colonial Countries and Peoples. They sub- 
scribe to the right of peoples to freely choose 
their road of development. 

Both states support the just struggle of the 
peoples for freedom, national independence 
and social progress and will undertake joint 
efforts and cooperate with all other peace-lov- 
ing states to attain these ends. 


Article 9 

With a view to enhancing the intensity and ex- 
tending the scope of their cooperation, harmo- 
nizing foreign-policy actions and discussing 
international issues of mutual interest, the 
High Contracting Parties will exchange infor- 
mation and opinions and conduct consultations 
at various levels. 


Article 10 

Should there arise a situation threatening or 
violating peace, the High Contracting Parties 
will contact each other without delay in order 
to harmonize their positions regarding the 
elimination of the looming danger or the re- 
storation of peace. 
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Article 11 

Each of the High Contracting Parties solemnly 
declares that it will not enter into any alliance, 
or participate in any action, directed against 
the other High Contracting Party. 


Article 12 

The High Contracting Parties declare that their 
obligations under this Treaty are not in con- 
flict with earlier international agreements to 
which either of them is a party, and they 
undertake not to enter into any international 
accord inconsistent with this Treaty. 


Article 13 

Any question that may arise between the High 
Contracting Parties concerning the interpreta- 
tion or application of any provision of this 
Treaty shall be resolved by direct bilateral 
negotiation in a spirit of friendship, mutual 
respect and mutual understanding. 


Article 14 

This Treaty is subject to ratification. It shall 
enter into force on the date of exchange of the 
instruments of ratification, to take place in 
Berlin, capital of the German Democratic Re- 
public. 


Article 15 

This Treaty is valid for a period of twenty 
years and will thereafter be automatically 
extended by further periods of five years un- 
less one of the High Contracting Parties ex- 
presses the desire in writing, twelve months 
before the validity expires, to terminate it. 
Done in Maputo on 24 February 1979 in two 
copies in the German and Portuguese lan- 
guages, both texts being of equal status. 

For the German Democratic Republic 


Erich Honecker 


General Secretary of the Central Committee 
of the Socialist Unity Party 

of Germany and Chairman 

of the Council of State 

of the German Democratic Republic 


For the People’s Republic of Mozambique 
Samora Moises Machel 

President of the FRELIMO Party 

and President 

of the People’s Republic of Mozambique 


Archives of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
of the GDR 


Declaration of the Solidarity Committee of the GDR to mark the Day 


of Solidarity with Zimbabwe 


17 March 1979 


On this 17 March, the Day of International 
Solidarity with the People of Zimbabwe who 
are fighting for independence and self-deter- 
mination, the Solidarity Committee of the 
German Democratic Republic, along with mil- 
lions of its citizens, manifests anew its con- 
tinued solidarity with this people. 

Militant fraternal greetings ring out on this 
day to the freedom fighters of the Patriotic 
Front, the legitimate representative of the 
people of Zimbabwe. 

The illegal Smith regime has isolated itself in 
the world as a result of many years of racist 
terror, marked by almost unparalleled sav- 
agery, and as a result of its disregard for 
fundamental human rights. 

The heroic struggle for liberation that has 
been waged by the oppressed popular masses 
of this country has plunged the racist clique 
into a profound crisis, to which it has reacted 
by escalating its terror at home and beyond its 
borders, and by engaging in diversionary po- 
litical manoeuvres, including the so-called 
‘internal solution” and the sham elections 
planned for next April. Of the firmest convic- 
tion that nothing can stop the inevitable end 
of colonial rule, we renew the call for the im- 
mediate unconditional transfer of power to 


the people of Zimbabwe, supporting fully the 
stance of the Zimbabwe patriots in rejecting 
categorically any neo-colonialist solution for 
their country. 

Our unshakeable solidarity also goes out to 
the states neighbouring the racist regime, 
whose sovereignty is exposed to constant vio- 
lations by mercenaries of the Smith regime. 
Neighbouring independent states supporting 
the struggle of the patriotic forces of Zim- 
babwe are likewise targets of the racist autho- 
rities’ hatred. But for all the acts of aggression 
and violence, Ian Smith and his imperialist 
accomplices can no longer stop social progress 
in Africa. 

The GDR Solidarity Committee strongly pro- 
tests against these predatory onslaughts, which 
are costing the lives of thousands of innocent 
persons and pose a threat to peace and secu- 
rity in the region. 

The GDR Solidarity Committee assures the 
people of Zimbabwe of its full support in their 
struggle for the implementation of their right 
to independence and self-determination and 
their liberation from colonial and neo-colo- 
nialist domination. 


Neues Deutschland, 17/18 March 1979 


Speech delivered by Ambassador Peter Florin, Deputy Minister of 
Foreign Affairs and Permanent Representative of the GDR at the 
United Nations, to the UN Security Council regarding South Africa's 
aggression against the People’s Republic of Angola 


26 March 1979 


On 19 February 1979 the General Secretary of 
the Central Committee of the Socialist Unity 
Party of Germany and Chairman of the Council 
of State of the German Democratic Republic, 
Erich Honecker, and the Chairman of the 
Movimento Popular de Libertacéo de Angola 
(MPLA) and President of the People’s Re- 


public of Angola, Antonio Agostinho Neto, 
signed in Luanda a State Treaty of Friendship 
and Cooperation between the German De- 
mocratic Republic and the People’s Republic of 
Angola. Fully determined to provide mutual 
support for the cause of the creation of con- 
ditions for the strengthening and development 


267 


of revolutionary social and economic conquests 
and achievements of both peoples, and loyal 
to the ideals of the struggle for national in- 
dependence and social progress and against 
imperialism, colonialism, neo-colonialism and 
racism, in all its forms and manifestations, 
the German Democratic Republic and the 
People’s Republic of Angola decided to con- 
clude that Treaty. 

In accordance with the Treaty, the delegation 
of the German Democratic Republic has asked 
to be allowed to speak today, and we are 
grateful to the members of the Security Council 
for affording us this opportunity to set forth 
our views on the problems on the Council’s 
agenda today. 

On 6 May last year the Security Council 
categorically condemned, in resolution 428 
(1978), the armed invasion perpetrated on 
4 May by the South African racist régime 
against the People’s Republic of Angola, as 
a flagrant violation of the sovereignty and 
territorial integrity of Angola. It condemned 
also the utilization of the international Terri- 
tory of Namibia as a springboard for armed 
invasions of the People’s Republic of Angola. 
It decided to meet again in the event of further 
acts of violation of the sovereignty and terri- 
torial integrity of the People’s Republic of 
Angola by the South African racist régime in 
order to consider the adoption of more effec- 
tive measures, in accordance with the appro- 
priate provisions of the Charter of the United 
Nations, including Chapter VII thereof. 

And now the time has come for the Security 
Council to demonstrate that it is true to its 
word. The facts are known to all. Over the 
past few weeks aircraft of the Pretoria régime 
have repeatedly bombed peaceful Angolan 
villages and the camps of Namibian refugees, 
who were forced to flee from the terror of the 
racists, in illegal occupation of the Territory, 
and who have found refuge in the People’s 
Republic of Angola. Napalm bombs have been 
used. Furthermore, on 11 March, squads of 
infantry, supported by six helicopters, crossed 
the Angolan frontier. On 13 March tank and 
infantry units penetrated into the territory of 
the People’s Republic of Angola to a depth 
of 17 kilometres. According to a report of 
21 March from the Ministry of Defence of the 
People’s Republic of Angola, the South African 
Army carried out during 10 days of this month 
alone 17 attacks on the People’s Republic of 
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Angola, in the course of which six aircraft 
of the South African Air Force—of the Mirage 
and Canberra types—were shot down. Official 
reports from Pretoria confirm these repeated 
armed penetrations of Angolan territory. 

So it is quite obvious that the sovereignty and 
territorial integrity of the People’s Republic 
of Angola are being violated by the South 
African racist régime in a deliberate and plan- 
ned fashion. 

The delegation of the German Democratic Re- 
public shares the view of the African Group in 
the United Nations, which in its important 
statement of 8 March this year—that is, im- 
mediately after the bombing raids on Angola 
by Pretoria and even before tanks had actually 
penetrated the territory of Angola—called upon 
the Security Council to take all possible ef- 
fective measures to put an end to South Af- 
rica’s acts of aggression against Angola. In this 
regard, the African Group referred to Security 
Council resolution 428 (1978). 

Clearly, the present situation requires that the 
arrogant defiance by the ruling circles of South 
Africa should be met with the use of the 
sanctions provided for under the United Na- 
tions Charter. South Africa should be forced 
to make retribution for the damage done to the 
People’s Republic of Angola. The question 
whether to use effective measures with regard 
to the acts of aggression committed by Pre- 
toria, in violation of international law, or to 
confine ourselves to mere condemnations ac- 
companied by a possible threat—that is, to 
adopt one more resolution on the lines of re- 
solution 428 (1978)—has in actual practice be- 
come one of the most important issues of war 
or peace in South Africa. Any delay by the 
Security Council can only provide encourage- 
ment for the commission of new crimes by the 
unbridled racists of South Africa. 

Without any doubt, the policy of the ruling 
circles of Pretoria has become a serious danger 
to the cause of peace and security in South 
Africa. I would assert that Pretoria bears the 
responsibility also for a further serious air 
raid by the Ian Smith racists on the People’s 
Republic of Mozambique—an air raid reported 
by Maputo. 

However, anyone who thinks that armed in- 
vasions can exert pressure on the African 
states that have been subjected to colonial 
domination is seriously mistaken. The com- 
muniqué issued on 4 March this year by the 


summit conference of the so-called front-line 
states demonstrates that the intentions of the 
racists have been identified. The world com- 
munity will not leave these States without sup- 
port. Like many other states, the German 
Democratic Republic will in any case, to the 
fullest extent possible, do its duty of solidarity 
with the struggling peoples of Africa. 

In the course of his stay in Luanda, the Gen- 
eral Secretary of the Central Committee of the 
Socialist Unity Party of Germany and Chair- 
man of the Council of State of the German 
Democratic Republic, Erich Honecker, assured 
the Chairman of the MPLA and the President 
of the People’s Republic of Angola, Agostinho 
Neto, of the firm support of the people, party 
and Government of the German Democratic 
Republic for the people of Angola in defending 
its national sovereignty and the integrity of its 
frontiers. Erich Honecker stressed the right 
of the People’s Republic of Angola to ensure 
the defence of its territory against aggression 
from the racist régime by all possible means, 
including the use of international solidarity. 
There are certain circles that constantly harp 
upon a so-called peaceful settlement, saying 
that they intend to use their influence to in- 
cline the racist regime towards renouncing its 
barbarous policy. However, the racists, in 
flagrant violation of United Nations decisions, 
have secretly been supplied with oil, arms and, 
as the seminar of the Special Committee against 
Apartheid has demonstrated nuclear co-opera- 
tion. As to nuclear cooperation with South 
Africa, even technology has been delivered, 
making possible the production of an atomic 
weapon. Economic and other relations with 
South Africa not only continue but are even 
being expanded. There is the idea of making 
the puppet Governments of the racists ac- 
ceptable so that they can be recognized later. 
That is shown by the various so-called observa- 
tion missions coming from capitalist countries 
for the electoral farce to be held in Zimbabwe 
this April. 

Whoever wants peace and a peaceful settle- 
ment of the problems of southern Africa should 
support the disarming of the aggressor and 
the idea of weakening the aggressor in every 
way and strengthening those forces are striving 
to ensure for their peoples a dignified ex- 
istence, free from colonialism and foreign en- 
slavement and exploitation. 

These are the Governments of the so-called 


front-line states and the national liberation 
movements such as the Patriotic Front in Zim- 
babwe and SWAPO in Namibia. So far as con- 
cerns Namibia, it should be pointed out that 
that Territory, which is illegally occupied by 
South Africa, is being used to attack peaceful 
neighbouring states. At the same time Pre- 
toria is continuing its policy of setting up a 
puppet régime in Windhoek in order to pre- 
vent the people of Namibia from exercising 
their right to self-determination and to go on 
lording it over Namibia. However, the in- 
terests of peace in Africa require the libera- 
tion of Namibia from all kinds of colonialism 
and its being admitted, at an appropriate time, 
to membership in the United Nations as an 
independent State whose people freely deter- 
mines its own future. 

But here again we are faced with all kinds 
of manoeuvres by Western circles to try to 
fend off the inevitable. It is difficult to rid 
oneself of the impression that the imperialist 
States are trying to mask the participation of 
the United Nations in resolving the Namibian 
problem by one more electoral farce staged 
by the racists. 

The only authorized representative of the peo- 
ple of Namibia that has been recognized by the 
United Nations is the SWAPO liberation move- 
ment, and it has sufficiently demonstrated its 
readiness to strive for mutual understanding 
in the sense of the earliest possible solution 
to the Namibian question. However, if any 
concessions are required, we should address 
ourselves to the right quarter and not, by re- 
ferring to a certain kind of so-called ob- 
jectivity, place the enslaver and the enslaved 
on the same footing. We should never forget 
who is the future master of Namibia. It is the 
people of Namibia and not the soldiery of 
South Africa. 

Experience of struggling against the shameful 
racist regime of South Africa has shown that 
we should not count on the goodwill and 
honourable cooperation of the monopolistic 
circles of Western Powers. It is obvious that 
they need the racist régime as a source of pro- 
fits running into the millions, as a constant 
threat to free Africa, and for military bases 
in the South Atlantic and the Indian Ocean. 
One point is really noteworthy. Certain im- 
perialistic States are refusing the racists neither 
considerable credit nor political support or 
even the very latest types of weapons. Nor are 
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they stopped by the fact that the domination 
of the racist régime is being accompanied by 
the most flagrant violations of human rights. 
It is understandable that the African States 
are expressing mistrust towards the various 
plans that are being propagated on all hands 
by imperialistic circles. 

The basis of the work of our Organization is 
the resolutions of the Security Council and the 
General Assembly. Their purpose is the final 


elimination of colonialism, and that includes 
its last remaining bastion in South Africa. To 
abide by those resolutions means to ensure 
peace and international security. 

The delegation of the German Democratic Re- 
public has the honour of appealing to the 
Security Council to do just that. 


Archives of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
of the GDR 


From the GDR communication concerning assistance for colonially 


and racially oppressed peoples 


Ref.: Memorandum of the UN Secretary-General G/SO 214 (18-1) 


29 March 1979 


1. The right of peoples to self-determination 
embodied in the Charter of the United Nations, 
the International Covenants on Human Rights, 
the Declaration on the Granting of Indepen- 
dence to Colonial Countries and Peoples, and 
in other instruments is one of the cogent fun- 
damental principles of contemporary inter- 
national law. It implies the right of peoples 
both to struggle with every means for their 
liberation and to freely choose their path of 
social and economic development. The im- 
plementation of the peoples’ right to national, 
political and economic self-determination is 
closely related with their efforts to overcome 
colonial and racist oppression and exploita- 
tion and to restructure international economic 
relations on a democratic basis. 


2. To give support to the peoples which are 
fighting for their national liberation and those 
which have won their liberty and are fighting 
hard to defend their independence and free- 
dom is a basis foreign policy principle of the 
socialist German State. The German Demo- 
cratic Republic regards the struggle of peo- 
ples for the final elimination of all remnants 
of colonialism, racism and apartheid as an in- 
tegral part of the battle fought by progressive 
forces for peace, security, détente and social 
progress. This position found eloquent expres- 
sion in the visit which a Party and State dele- 
gation headed by Erich Honecker, General Sec- 
retary of the Central Committee of the Social- 
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ist Unity Party of Germany and Chairman 
of the Council of State of the German Demo- 
cratic Republic, paid to African countries last 
February, and in the results that were achiev- 
ed on that occasion. The talks in Libya, An- 
gola, Zambia and Mozambique and the dis- 
cussions with the leaders of liberation organi- 
zations~SWAPO of Namibia, Patriotic Front 
of Zimbabwe, and ANC of South Africa—have 
demonstrated the close bonds and long-stand- 
ing solidarity of the German Democratic Re- 
public with the liberated States of Africa and 
the national liberation organizations. 

The German Democratic Republic’s friendly 
ties and constructive cooperation with the 
peoples and states of Africa have become still 
closer. The Head of State of the GDR assured 
the African representatives that in their hard 
struggle the African peoples could firmly rely 
on the German Democratic Republic and the 
other states of the socialist community. 

The documents signed during the visit recorded 
the identity of views between the German De- 
mocratic Republic and the countries concerned 
with regard to the questions pertaining to ef- 
forts to implement the right of peoples to in- 
dependence and self-determination. Of emi- 
nent importance in this context are the treaties 
on friendship and cooperation signed with the 
People’s Republic of Angola and the People’s 
Republic of Mozambique. The treaties reaf- 
firm the intention of the signatory states to 
work for the full implementation of the De- 


claration on the Granting of Independence to 
Colonial Countries and Peoples and always to 
display active solidarity with all peoples fight- 
ing for their freedom, independence, sover- 
eignty and social progress. 


3, Deep-going changes are under way on the 
African continent. The determination of the 
peoples to put an end to the policy of aggres- 
sion and oppression they suffer at the hands 
of monopoly capital is getting ever stronger. 
In southern Africa the peoples of Namibia, 
Zimbabwe and South Africa, led by their legi- 
timate national liberation organizations, have 
been intensifying the struggle for the im- 
plementation of their rights. Backed by grow- 
ing solidarity extended to them by all progres- 
sive forces, they are striking more and more 
severe blows at the racist minority régimes in 
southern Africa. 

The free African peoples have set out to over- 
come the consequences of centuries-old colo- 
nial domination. Some countries have adopted 
policies involving radical social changes. What 
they want to achieve is that freedom bring 
real benefits to their peoples. Buttressing their 
self-determination economically is becoming 
increasingly essential to these countries in 
overcoming colonial and neo-colonial depen- 
dence. 

The German Democratic Republic supports 
the right of peoples to take such measures, 
freely and without external interference, as 
they consider necessary for their independent 
political, economic, social and cultural devel- 
opment, Exercise of their right to freely dis- 
pose of their natural resources is basic to this 
effort. 


4. The advances made by the liberation move- 
ment of peoples to an increasing extent act as 
a check upon imperialist forces, and inter- 
national monopoly capital does not want to ac- 
cept that. Wherever in Africa its exploitative 
and profit-seeking interests are at stake, or 
supplies of strategic commodities endangered, 
reactionary forces join in massive counter- 
action in the form of military intervention, at- 
tempts of gross interference, and economic 
Pressures, all of which threaten international 
Peace and security. In their Moscow Declara- 
tion of 23 November 1978, the States Parties 
to the Warsaw Treaty strongly condemned 
that policy of imperialist circles as being a 


source of danger to international détente, and 
reaffirmed their solidarity with the peoples’ 
struggle against imperialism, colonialism and 
neo-colonialism and against any form of domi- 
nation and oppression. 


5. The struggle against the colonial and racist 
régimes in southern Africa and efforts for a 
lasting and stable peace in the Middle East, 
including guarantees for the right to self- 
determination of the Arab people of Palestine, 
are priority tasks in the striving for national 
and social liberation of the peoples. And this 
is all the more relevant in the face of attempts 
to impose on these peoples settlements that do 
not serve their legitimate interests. 

In southern Africa the rulers in Pretoria and 
Salisbury are seeking to prolong their rule 
by brutally employing the racist repressive 
machinery and by launching criminal aggres- 
sions against African States. Manoeuvres are 
being made to prevent real self-determination 
for the peoples of Namibia and Zimbabwe and 
to maintain old power structures in disguise. 
SWAPO and the Patriotic Front, the legitimate 
representatives of these peoples and inter- 
nationally recognized liberation organizations, 
are to be excluded from decisions about the 
future of their countries. As ‘internal settle- 
ments”, rejected by the national liberation 
movements, the African States and the United 
Nations, are being enforced, transnational cor- 
porations are stepping up their comprehensive 
assistance to the racists. 

To remove the threat to peace in southern 
Africa measures must be taken which will ef- 
fectively isolate the racist minority régimes at 
the international level and fully assist the peo- 
ples in southern Africa in their struggle for 
self-determination and independence. The 
German Democratic Republic wholeheartedly 
subscribes to the United Nations resolutions 
and decisions that call for mandatory sanctions 
to oppose the racist’ policy of force. Their 
defiant attitude must be met by effective eco- 
nomic sanctions, a comprehensive arms em- 
bargo, an oil embargo and the cessation of all 
economic, financial and military aid. Any 
further delay in taking such measures will 
solely benefit the racist oppressors. 


6. The German Democratic Republic resolutely 
supports the peoples of Zimbabwe and Nami- 


bia in their arduous struggle to achieve na- 
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tional independence within a very short time. 
It manifests solidarity with the just struggle 
waged by the South African people for the 
eradication of apartheid and of all forms of 
racial discrimination. Its solidarity goes to the 
Arab people of Palestine under the leadership 
of the PLO. 

To render political, diplomatic and material 
solidarity to these peoples is a matter of course 
to the citizens of this country. True to the 
humanistic nature of socialist society, the Ger- 
man Democratic Republic has demonstrated 
its ties with the fighting peoples of southern 
Africa, indeed with all anti-colonialist and 
anti-racist forces, particularly during the UN- 
proclaimed International Anti-Apartheid Year. 
Its solidarity activities, a concern of all sec- 
tions of the people, have taken on an unprece- 
dented scope and variety. Through specific 
measures, coordinated by a Government Com- 
mission headed by Alfred Neumann, First De- 
puty Chairman of the Council of Ministers, 
the German Democratic Republic has played 
its part in that the International Anti-Apart- 
heid Year gave a fresh impetus to the struggle 
for the final elimination of all forms of colo- 
nialism, racism and apartheid. 


The trade unions, the youth organization and 
the women’s league provide active assistance 
to their counterparts in southern Africa. By 
hosting the Special Session of the World 
Peace Council in Berlin from 2 to 5 February 
1979, the GDR Peace Council made an im- 
portant contribution to the promotion of soli- 
darity with the peoples of southern Africa and 
to propagating the objectives of the Anti- 
Apartheid Year. Leslie O. Harriman, Chairman 
of the United Nations Special Committee 
against Apartheid, who attended the session 
in Berlin, had talks with the Chairman of the 
GDR Government Commission for the Inter- 
national Anti-Apartheid Year, the President of 
the GDR Solidarity Committee and other orga- 
nizations. That gave him an opportunity to 
receive first-hand information on the wide- 
ranging activities undertaken by the Govern- 
ment and the people of the German Democratic 
Republic in the broader effort against apart- 
heid. 

Political and diplomatic moves of the German 
Democratic Republic in support of the struggle 
that is going on in southern Africa are com- 
plemented by material aid from its people. 


272 


Relevant campaigns, coordinated by the Solj- 
darity Committee, yielded greater regular and 
additional contributions from people of al] 
walks of life. Essential goods worth over 49 
million marks were sent to Africa during the 
International Anti-Apartheid Year, above al] 
food, restoratives, vitamin preparations and 
medicaments, baby food, blankets and cloth- 
ing, tents and textiles. The major part of these 
consignments went to the liberation organiza- 
tions and to Angola and Mozambique. Medi- 
cal treatment is being provided for sick and 
wounded liberation fighters in GDR hospitals. 
Six plane-loads of goods were sent by the Soli- 
darity Committee to children in refugee camps 
of the Patriotic Front of Zimbabwe. 

Another important aspect of the GDR’s solida- 
rity has been the training of personnel. Among 
the 750 African and Arab students and skilled 
workers who are presently training in the 
GDR, there are many young people from Na- 
mibia, South Africa and Zimbabwe. 

Also scholars, scientists, artists and journalists 
in this country contributed a variety of activi- 
ties to a greater solidarity effort on behalf of 
the African peoples fighting for their national 
and social liberation. An exhibition of works 
by professional and amateur artists of the 
GDR expressing their strong feeling over 
apartheid met with much attention when on 
display in Berlin in April 1978. It was inter- 
nationally acclaimed when shown in Geneva 
during the World Conference to Combat Rac- 
ism and Racial Discrimination, in New York 
at the beginning of the thirty-third session of 
the UN General Assembly, and at UNESCO 
Headquarters in Paris. The exhibition was also 
shown during the international conference of 
non-governmental organizations for action 
against apartheid and at the 1979 Leipzig 
Spring Trade Fair. 

The German Democratic Republic is carrying 
on its firm solidarity with fighting Africa in 
an effort to strengthen the anti-imperialist 
front against colonialism, racism and apart- 
heid. In so doing, this country is at one with 
the other socialist States and all progressive 
forces in the world. At the concluding session 
of the Government Commission of the German 
Democratic Republic for the International 
Anti-Apartheid Year, its Chairman stated, 
inter alia: 

“Just as we did during the International Anti- 
Apartheid Year, we shall be found unswerv- 


ingly by the side of those battling for progress, 
democracy and national independence. Active 
solidarity for fighting Africa will mark the 
actions of our government agencies and mass 
organizations until the cause of national and 


social liberation of South Africa, Namibia and 
Zimbabwe has been fought out with success.” 


Archives of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
of the GDR 


Speech delivered by the Chairman of the GDR Government Commission 
for International Anti-Apartheid Year, Alfred Neumann, member of the 
Politbureau of the Central Committee of the Socialist Unity Party 

of Germany and First Deputy Chairman of the GDR Council of Ministers, 
at the concluding session of the Commission 


9 April 1979 


In drawing up a review at the end of Inter- 

national Anti-Apartheid Year we have to ex- 

amine how we have fulfilled the decisions on 
the GDR’s participation in International Anti- 

Apartheid Year adopted by the Politbureau 

of the Central Committee of the Socialist Unity 

Party of Germany and the Council of Minis- 

ters. 

Let us recall three of the major aims formulat- 

ed by the UN, the initiator of the Year: 

~ Firstly, the shameful apartheid regime was 
to be further isolated on an international 
scale, and pressure on the racists strength- 
ened. 

— Secondly, the international campaign against 
racism and apartheid was to be given fresh 
impetus. 

~ Thirdly, solidarity actions with the just 
struggle of the peoples and liberation move- 
ments in southern Africa were to be inten- 
sified. 

Our central programme and the nation-wide 

observance of International Anti-Apartheid 

Year 1978 were fully in line with the guide- 

lines issued by the UN. 

Permit me to proceed right away with the 

afore-mentioned review. 

International Anti-Apartheid Year has proved 

that there are numerous and powerful cham- 

Pions of the cause of independence and social 

progress throughout the world. Hundreds of 

millions have manifested their solidarity. The 
thrust of the struggle for eliminating the 
abominable system of apartheid and racism 
continues to gather strength on all continents. 


18 2425-2 


Of great significance is the ever wider aware- 
ness that the speediest possible removal of the 
hotbeds of racism and apartheid in southern 
Africa can reduce the negative effects on dé- 
tente in international relations. 

We are undeniably witnessing an upswing of 
the national liberation struggle in the territo- 
ries of Namibia, Zimbabwe and South Africa. 
The patriots of the liberation armies of the 
South West Africa People’s Organization 
(SWAPO) and the Patriotic Front of Zim- 
babwe, with support from the progressive 
forces in the world, and assistance from 
friendly countries, are increasingly tightening 
their grip on the decaying colonial system. 

It has become strikingly manifest from which 
direction solidarity and assistance is coming 
to the African peoples in their legitimate 
struggle, and from which direction military 
aid and cover are, openly or covertly, being 
provided to the barbarous enemies of social 
progress. How could anyone, on this important 
international issue, fail to realize the effective 
contribution to the struggle of the Black Afri- 
can peoples, which has been, and continues to 
be, made by the socialist countries, above all 
the USSR. 

This was emphasized anew in the Moscow 
Declaration of the Warsaw Treaty Member 
States. The cause of the struggle for peace, 
socialism and social progress has become in- 
vincible. 

We are proud that the citizens of the GDR 
have proved their solidarity with so many in- 
dividual deeds, specifically in connection with 
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this particular issue, thus enriching, and dem- 
onstrating unqualified support for, the inter- 
nationalist policy of our country’s Marxist- 
Leninist working-class party and government. 
I would like to express the appreciation of the 
Government Commission for International 
Anti-Apartheid Year to all working people of 
this country, the parties and mass organisa- 
tions, especially to our young people in enter- 
prises and institutions, for their deep-felt polit- 
ical and moral attitude, for the manifold forms 
of commitment they have shown and for this 
impressive manifestation of proletarian inter- 
nationalism. All this has helped us a great 
deal to succeed with the tasks facing us. 

Yet, in reviewing this year of international 
action, one must also mention the awareness 
of the fact that the roots of racism are still 
not destroyed. Hateful foes, who are resorting 
to pernicious crimes, are bent on barring the 
way to the national and social liberation of the 
peoples in southern Africa. The apartheid re- 
gime is still not broken. Its protagonists, sup- 
ported by international big business and espe- 
cially by the NATO countries, have no scru- 
ples in using their terrorist methods against 
Black Africa’s just liberation struggle. More 
than that, they give vent to their rage at the 
progressive changes taking place on the Afri- 
can continent by launching armed provoca- 
tions against sovereign African states or by 
outrageous slayings like that of Salomon Mah- 
langu. 

In league with racism and most savage reac- 
tion, in the pursuit of unlimited power and 
profit the multinational monopolies are the 
main enemy of the peoples’ national libera- 
tion movements. They regard the revolu- 
tionary development in progress in Angola, 
Mozambique, Ethiopia, Afghanistan, South 
Yemen and Iran as representing alarming pro- 
cesses and changes lending encouragement, 
optimism and belief in victory to the struggle 
for national liberation waged by the peoples 
of Rhodesia, Namibia and the African popula- 
tion of the Republic of South Africa. The free- 
dom fighters in Black Africa have gained in 
resolve and determination. Despite great 
sacrifices they are broadening and intensify- 
ing their just struggle. 

The struggle against racism and apartheid is, 
at the same time, a reflection of the revolu- 
tionary process going on in the world and a 
weighty contribution to the safeguarding and 
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consolidation of peace and international secu- 
rity. I am confident I speak on behalf of every- 
body present when I declare that we shall 
continue to render active support to this 
struggle. The Western monopoly bourgeoisie 
which is ¢losely associated with colonialist 
and neo-colonialist policies will not succeed 
in upholding racism and apartheid! 

The close alliance between FRG imperialism 
and the South African racists is illustrated by 
the following facts: 

Since 1965 a German-South African Associa- 
tion (DSAG) has existed officially in the FRG. 
The Federal Republic classifies it as being of 
public benefit, one of the practical consequen- 
ces of this being that donations to this associa- 
tion are subject to tax relief. This means that 
companies interested in business with South 
Africa can burden the public at large with the 
cost of buying off the mass media. In 1978 the 
FRG became South Africa’s major creditor 
(short-term loans) and is now the latter's 
major supplier of goods., This is a highly 
lucrative business. The leading figures of this 
obscure association, which is actively aiding 
the violation of human rights in southern 
Africa on a mass scale, include prominent po- 
liticians of the CDU and CSU, major repre- 
sentatives of West German imperialism such 
as the industrial magnate Peter von Siemens 
and semi-feudal figures such as Count D6n- 
hoff and Otto von Habsburg. 

According to reports from Windhoek (Nami- 
bia), the DSAG is facilitating the setting up of 
special military units composed of armed 
mercenaries, led among others by former SS 
officers and members of Hitler’s Wehrmacht. 
Moreover, there are in Namibia some 1,000 
US-trained Chilean bounty hunters. 

I already referred to the wealth of ideas and 
wide range of initiatives with which all GDR 
people have supported the great cause for 
which International Anti-Apartheid Year was 
proclaimed. Indeed, we have-—in both quality 
and breadth—attained a high level of practical 
solidarity evidenced by countless specific con- 
tributions from our political parties and mass 
organizations, the trade unions, the women’s 
league, the youth organization and the Pio- 
neers. Solidarity is expressed in the additional 
shift by the worker or the donation by the 
cooperative farmer, the voluntary work done 
by the members of the youth organization or 
the drawing made by the Pioneer for his Afri- 


can friends. Solidarity is expressed in the com- 
mitted work of the socialist artist, the publica- 
tion of the academic and the trenchant words 
of the journalist. Solidarity is the expression 
of belief of the Christian. 

A reflection of the humanist character of our 
social order, this multitude of activities is a 
manifestation of the fact that our socialist state 
and our social organizations are inseparably 
linked with the fighting peoples in southern 
Africa, indeed, with all anti-racist and anti- 
imperialist forces. 

During his important tour of Africa, the Gen- 
eral Secretary of the Central Committee of 
the SED and Chairman of the GDR Council 
of State, Erich Honecker, pointed out that in 
their hard struggle the peoples of Africa could 
firmly rely on the German Democratic Repub- 
lic and the other states of the socialist com- 
munity. 

The high esteem for this consistent position 
was expressed by Samora Machel, the Mozam- 
bican head of state: 

“In the most difficult times of our national 
liberation struggle we have seen how your 
people everywhere in factories, schools and 
cooperatives have taken up our struggle as if 
it was their own. Today, we can state once 
again that the German Democratic Republic 
recognizes our historic task of building social- 
ism, of supporting the liberation struggle and 
defending peace in southern Africa, and that 
it is rendering its fraternal assistance to this 
aim.” 

May I mention here that there is also growing 
recognition of the GDR’s policy of solidarity 
in the UN and other international organiza- 
tions. UN Secretary-General Dr Kurt Wald- 
heim who ended a visit to the GDR yesterday, 
described racism and racial discrimination as 
one of the main obstacles in the way of better 
understanding and cooperation between peo- 
ples. 

This was also expressed by the Chairman of 
the UN Anti-Apartheid Committee Leslie O. 
Harriman who gave special mention to the 
GDR’s contribution to the struggle against 
colonialism, racism and apartheid. 

What a difference to the continued collabora- 
tion with the racists by the FRG and other im- 
Perialist states, as reported and condemned in 
many UN documents! 

In recent months the international mobiliza- 
tion against apartheid and racism has received 
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significant impetus at many international con- 
ferences of the United Nations and at meet- 
ings of governmental and non-governmental 
organizations. Wherever they were held—New 
York, Geneva, Addis Ababa, Lusaka or Hanoi, 
everywhere the participants in their decisive 
majority voiced their firm belief that the time 
is at long last ripe to put the full isolation of 
the racist regimes into effect. 

Apartheid must vanish from the surface of our 
planet. It is imperative that the Security Coun- 
cil measures in line with Chapter VII of the 
United Nations Charter be consistenly im- 
plemented. 

The provocation which emanates from the 
Smith and Botha regimes must at long last be 
countered by strict sanctions. Any more delay 
in enforcing such sanctions is encouragement 
for the racists to commit further criminal 
acts. It is no secret to any of us that the racist 
regimes could not possibly exist without outside 
support and assistance. Nor is it a secret who 
their mentors are. US banks have granted loans 
to South Africa totalling some 22,000 million 
dollars. Investments by British monopolies at 
the Cape are estimated at between 5,000 mil- 
lion and 8,000 million dollars. The FRG has 
a stake in 450 firms in the racist state. EEC 
countries alone account for 43 per cent of 
South Africa’s imports and 39 per cent of its 
exports. The imperialist mass media canvass 
for gold prospecting in South Africa and the 
obtaining of cheap raw materials. South Africa 
is to be built up as a strategic citadel of im- 
perialism. 

The growing awareness among the members 
of the Black African population of the need to 
become actively involved in the mass struggle 
against the racist regimes is the sole path to 
their own equal and genuine exercise of po- 
litical and economic power. 

Apartheid and racism stand condemned as in- 
human by the United Nations. The anti-apart- 
heid freedom fighters are waging a legitimate 
struggle for their inalienable rights of exist- 
ence. This struggle, whether by peaceful 
means or by military action, is a just one. The 
armed liberation strikes carried out by 
SWAPO, the Patriotic Front and the ANC are 
the unavoidable answer to the White racists’ 
savage terror. We stand at the side of the 
freedom fighters in southern Africa and join 
them in their demand for putting an end to 
apartheid once and for all. 
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Now that their overt and direct systems of 
colonial dictatorship have collapsed in many 
countries, the imperialist states are trying to 
impose neo-colonialist solutions as modern 
forms of plunder and political leverage. 

It is, however, an irrefutable fact that wher- 
ever imperialist monopolies penetrate newly 
emergent countries, they spread at the same 
time capitalist modes of production with all 
that that implies. Consequently, the most reac- 
tionary exponents of US imperialism and its 
allies view the continued existence of apart- 
heid and racism in a modified form as an 
alternative to the revolutionary national libe- 
ration movement of the peoples of southern 
Africa. 

Their public avowals of support for majority 
rule in southern Africa are nothing but sheer 
hypocrisy, for, even as they are uttering them, 
they are busy equipping the racist minority 
regimes with the latest in modern weaponry. 
These very weapons are used to shoot down 
African workers and to kill women and children 
in cold blood. These very aircraft and arms 
enable the racists to destroy the peaceful con- 
struction efforts of African states in order to 
rob them of the opportunity to maintain an 
anti-imperialist position on a _ sovereign 
basis. 

Recent history has revealed the bitter truth 
that the leaders in Peking belong to the camp 
of those who foster and abet the continued 
existence of the racist regimes. To achieve 
their hegemonist schemes, they are prepared 
to collude with all enemies of peace, democ- 
racy and socialism. That is why China main- 
tains extensive trade links with South 
Africa. 

The criminal aggression of the Chinese rulers 
against the Socialist Republic of Vietnam has 
given the South African racists a perfect 
example for their murderous ‘punitive expedi- 
tions” against Angola, Mozambique, Zambia 
and other sovereign states. The ruling Chinese 
clique’s aggressive big-power policy and the 
racist imperialists’ brutal terror are remark- 
ably similar in word and deed. 

Namibia continues to dominate events in 
southern Africa. The sham election staged by 
the racists in December 1978 has undoubtedly 
created a situation there which shows a distinct 
tendency towards the establishment of a neo- 
colonialist puppet regime. There is a great 
danger that imperialism is working towards 
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an enhancing of the puppets’ international 
standing and is seeking to undermine the posi- 
tion of SWAPO, the sole legitimate repre- 
sentative of the Namibian people. 

Our answer to these attempts in clear. No so- 
lution to the Namibian question can be achiey- 
ed unless this country is granted uncondi- 
tional independence. This includes the com- 
plete withdrawal of the South African occu- 
piers from Namibian territory and the full 
transfer of power to SWAPO and implies self- 
determination for the Namibian people, based 
on their country’s unity and territorial inte- 
grity. 

So far the fascist regime in South Africa has 
rejected these clear-cut demands. Protected by 
a smoke-screen of imperialist manoeuvres, it 
has been pursuing a co-called ‘‘internal’’ solu- 
tion, whose sole purpose is to perpetuate the 
old system of colonialist and racist domination 
on new, neo-colonialist lines. Given such a 
situation, the question arises whether elections 
in Namibia under UN auspices still appear to 
have any sense at all. 

Elections, or rather sham elections, are also 
planned for 20 April in Southern Rhodesia. It 
will be an election in the Ian Smith mould, 
geared to consolidate for years the anachron- 
istic dictatorship of 200,000 Whites over more 
than 7 million Africans, with the help of Black 
collaborators. 

The United Nations Security Council has de- 
clared this farce null and void in advance. In 
the light of the effective strikes of the Pa- 
triotic Front there are all indications that 
despite the state of martial law in the country 
and growing tyranny on the part of the author- 
ities, Smith seems to be no longer sure of his 
success. And all further manoeuvres will con- 
tinue to founder on the strength of the fighters 
led by the Patriotic Front. 

At its meeting to mark the International Day 
for the Elimination of Racial Discrimination, 
the UN Anti-Apartheid Committee again urged 
that there should be no let-up in pressure on 
the protagonists of apartheid and their sup- 
porters and.in the mobilization of new reserves 
for helping the national liberation struggle. 
The GDR for its part is complying with the 
appeal. As we did throughout International 
Anti-Apartheid Year, so too we will continue 
to side unswervingly with the fighters for pro- 
gress, democracy and national independence. 
Our state institutions and social organizations 


will continue to practise active solidarity with 
fighting Africa, until the cause of national and 
social liberation of South Africa, Namibia and 
Zimbabwe has ultimately triumphed. 

It is our firm belief that the day will come 
when the long, seemingly never-ending night 
of torment under apartheid, the oppression 
and the servitude are over and the peoples in 
southern Africa can celebrate the dawn of a 
future in freedom, independence and self- 
determination. 

In conclusion, let me address you, esteemed 
members of the Government Commission. All 
of you, dear friends, have helped by your 
personal commitment and the activities of the 
organizations and institutions you represent to 
deepen the knowledge amongst our population 
of the abhorrent system of apartheid and to 
translate this knowledge into solidarity ac- 
tions. The coordination of all government and 
social forces has stood the test. It has lent 
greater strength to the solidarity movement. 
In other words, every one of you has had a 
share in the consistent implementation of the 
policy pursued by party and government which 
has met with broad international appreciation. 


Important campaigns of our mass media also 
played their part. 

The mandate of the Government Commission 
expires with today’s meeting. The mission, 
however, entrusted to us to outline the prin- 
cipled positions of our state for mobilizing 
the population in the struggle against apart- 
heid remains in force. This is not only true 
for the Solidarity Committee or the Committee 
for the Decade of Action to Combat Racism 
and Racial Discrimination, it is also true, and 
I should like to underline this strongly, for all 
institutions and organizations united in our 
Commission. 

In winding up, my colleague Dr Toeplitz and 
I would like to stress that the members of the 
Government Commission made work con- 
siderably easier for us. This refers in particular 
to the activities of the Secretary of our Com- 
mission, Comrade Willy Schlegel. 

I thank you all for your attention and parti- 
cipation. 


Archives of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
of the GDR 


Message of greeting sent by the General Secretary of the 

Central Committee of the Socialist Unity Party of Germany and Chairman 
of the Council of State of the GDR, Erich Honecker, to the President 

of the V UN Conference on Trade and Development in Manila, 


Carlos P. Romulo 


8 May 1979* 


On behalf of the Council of State and the 
people of the German Democratic Republic I 
present best greetings to you and all parti- 
cipants in the Fifth Session of the United Na- 
tions Conference on Trade and Develop- 
ment. 

The German Democratic Republic supports the 
development of international economic rela- 
tions based on equal rights and mutual ad- 
vantage and all efforts to eliminate neo- 
colonialist exploitation, to ensure unrestrict- 
ed sovereignty of states over their natural re- 
sources and to abolish all kinds of discrimina- 
tion in international trade. The implementation 


of the Charter of Economic Rights and Duties 
of States is a need of our time. 

Life has furnished convincing proof that trade 
can be promoted and development be furthered 
only under conditions of peace. The German 
Democratic Republic, a country born thirty 
years ago in the struggle against imperialism, 
takes a resolute stand in favour of inter- 
national détente and genuine measures to end 
the arms race and bring about disarmament. 
The peace and economic progress of peoples 
are to an alarming extent threatened by the 
stepped up arms drive of the aggressive im- 
perialist circles and the big-power policy of 
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those who do not hesitate to resort to naked 
military aggression. 

The German Democratic Republic is convinced 
that the Fifth Session of the United Nations 
Conference on Trade and Development will 
make a significant contribution to the normali- 
zation of international affairs and to the dem- 


ocratic restructuring of international economic 
relations. 

I wish your Session the best of success in this 
respect. 


Foreign Affairs Bulletin No. 15, 23 May 1979 


Speech delivered by the Minister of Foreign Trade of the GDR, 
Horst Sdlle, at the V UN Conference on Trade and Development 


(V UNCTAD) in Manila 


14 May 1979 


UNCTAD V takes place at a stage of inter- 
national developments which is marked by 
particular dynamics. However, the peculiarity 
of the moment consists in the fact that both 
positive and negative elements are to be found 
in international relations. The most important 
accomplishment is, no doubt, that it has been 
possible, by the combined efforts of all forces 
interested in peace and détente, generally to 
lessen the danger of a new world war. Notwith- 
standing the fierce counterattacks of those 
opposed to détente, the results achieved in the 
process of relaxation of tension have a lasting 
positive impact on international relations. 
Undoubtedly this process has most advanced 
in Europe. Our continént sees its fourth 
straight decade of peace which is the longest 
we ever had. 

This development is related, to a large extent, 
to the further advance of real socialism in the 
member countries of the Council of Mutual 
Economic Assistance. During the past few 
years the socialist States have again taken 
numerous initiatives with regard to all major 
international issues, In favour of progress all 
over the world further positive changes have 
been brought about. That refers above all to 
the popular revolutions in various countries in 
Africa and Asia, the deepening of revolution- 
ary processes, and the successful development 
of national and social liberation movements 
on several continents. 

However, we cannot overlook that events on 
the international scene since UNCTAD IV have 
not fully taken the course that would have been 
necessary in the interest of the peoples. 
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The incessant arms race remains as before the 
sensitive spot of international relations. It does 
not only seriously threaten peace and the life 
of peoples, but hampers also economic devel- 
opment and world trade. The wealth of our 
globe is senselessly wasted. The progress of 
whole mankind slows down. This is a reflec- 
tion of the activities of those who want to drag 
the world back to the cold war period. 

We have been watching with concern the at- 
tempts of certain groups to interfer in the 
internal affairs of other States, to add fuel to 
existing conflicts, to create new trouble spots 
or to bring about spurious solutions, which 
serve unilaterally the interests of certain 
groups. Peace is also menaced by those who 
at present openly speak about the inevitability 
of a new world war, trying at the same time 
to solve the problems of international relations 
between States through aggressive military ac- 
tions. All that has caused a slow-down in the 
improvement of the international climate, a 
fact which could not but affect trade and de- 
velopment. Therefore the aforementioned is- 
sues are of topical relevance to this Con- 
ference. 

The German Democratic Republic advocates 
the opinion that it is an important and urgent 
task of UNCTAD V to give new impetus to 
the further restructuring of international eco- 
nomic relations on a just and democratic basis 
and to promote such relations through concrete 
measures. We reaffirm our point of view that 
the democratization of world economic rela- 
tions is an objective requirement of our era. 
The international economic .relations are in 


contradiction with today’s realities. They are 
still to a large extent marked by colonial struc- 
tures, discrimination, trade barriers, non- 
equality of rights, unilateral advantage and ex- 
ploitation by transnational corporations and 
imperialist powers. 

The German Democratic Republic has had to 
wage from the very first day of her existence 
a fierce fight against imperialism for economic 
equality and against discrimination, which im- 
peded the development of our State by every 
means making use of those outlived economic 
relations. Their practices ranged from eco- 
nomic boycott and trade barriers up to at- 
tempts of unequal treatment and economic 
pressure. 

Our fight for the democratization of inter- 
national economic relations is closely linked 
with the struggle of developing countries for 
overcoming their economic backwardness and 
underdevelopment. The German Democratic 
Republic considers it an urgent command of 
common sense to eliminate hunger, illness and 
illiteracy which beset still more than half the 
world’s population. To achieve this goal re- 
quires first anrd foremost true economic inde- 
pendence of foreign tutelage and exploitation. 
Appropriate resolutions have already been 
adopted at various sessions of the UN General 
Assembly. 

The German Democratic Republic has ap- 
proved the resolutions adopted at the sixth 
special session of the UN General Assembly 
as well as the ‘Charter of Economic Rights and 
Duties of States” and has advocated the re- 
structuring of international economic relations. 
She contributes, within the scope of her pos- 
sibilities, to the implementation of those re- 
solutions. Most of these resolutions have still 


not been implemented in their essential aspects. 


The situation of the developing countries con- 
tinues to be characterized by inequality and 
discrimination within the system of interna- 
tional capitalist division of labour. Full national 
sovereignty of developing countries over their 
natural and other resources is still not guar- 
anteed. The negative impact of the activities 
of transnational monopolies on developing 
countries has not been overcome, but con- 
tinues to increase. Protectionism and discrimi- 
nation in trade on the part of the main capital- 
ist countries and their monopolies are aggra- 
vating. Transfer of technology in reverse, the 
brain drain, is becoming an additional source 
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of profit for capitalist monopolies and an ob- 
stacle to the national progress of developing 
countries. Serious problems encumbering inter- 
national economic relations, such as inflation, 
unemployment, growth difficulties, imbalances 
and currency instabilities, continue to exist in 
capitalist world economy. The implementation 
of fundamental social and economic changes 
in developing countries is being openly or 
covertly sabotaged and in some cases thwarted 
by reactionary forces. All this supports the 
justified demand of the developing countries 
to eliminate these evils by structural changes 
in world economy and trade. 

The deep crisis in the capitalist economic 
system in the mid-70-ies and its interlacement 
with a series of long-range structural crises in 
their system have brought about further 
strains. All attempts to improve the situation, 
if at all made, are nowhere near taking ac- 
count of the need for fundamental changes. 
They are just aiming at a kind of ‘cosmetic 
surgery” aimed at perpetuating the existing 
conditions. For this reason the German Demo- 
cratic Republic rejects such theories which 
speak of the collective responsibility of all 
states for the existing precarious economic 
situation, especially of developing countries. 
The German Democratic Republic supports 
without reservation the implementation of the 
justified demands of developing countries as 
stated in the aforementioned resolutions. The 
German Democratic Republic—along with the 
other socialist states—resolutely champions a 
democratic restructuring of international eco- 
nomic relations. For her this stance is not 
determined by tactical considerations, but re- 
sults from the essence of her socialist order of 
society. She has always given proof of this 
attitude. 

The continuous and crisis-free economic devel- 
opment of the member countries of the Coun- 
cil for Mutual Economic Assistance is a posi- 
tive element of international economic rela- 
tions. The member countries of the Council 
have developed among themselves a new type 
of international relations which have resulted 
in considerable progress in the political, eco- 
nomic, scientific and technological fields. 
These relations, which are based on a common 
social and economic system, have been devel- 
oped on a voluntary basis. They are founded 
on the respect for the sovereignty, indepen- 
dence and national interest of States, non- 
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interference in internal affairs, full equality 
of rights and mutual advantage. All this has 
enabled the socialist states to make the region 
of the Council of Mutual Economic Assistance 
which, in some of its parts, used to be among 
the most backward areas in the world, a 
dynamic economic community market—despite 
all existing difficulties—by continuity, stability, 
economic growth and social certainty. A living 
example has thus been given for alternative 
solutions to the problems which many devel- 
oping countries are striving to overcome. The 
development which has taken place in all 
CMEA member countries holds also good in 
the case of the German Democratic Republic 
which will celebrate the 30th anniversary of 
her foundation this year. 

Thanks to the close trustful cooperation within 
the Council for Mutual Economic Assistance, 
it has been possible—even in these years of 
deepening crisis in the world capitalist eco- 
nomy-—to ensure economic growth at substantial 
rates. The most adverse effects of the capitalist 
crisis were prevented from spreading to the 
national economy of our own country. Never- 
theless, some effects of the capitalist crisis 
on international trade of the German Demo- 
cratic Republic have brought about changed 
conditions in external economy and in some 
cases new Situations. 

It is unquestionable that the fundamental inter- 
lacement of the national economy of the Ger- 
man Democratic Republic and those of the 
other CMEA countries has proved to be greatly 
advantageous and to have a safe perspective 
for all those participating. On this sound basis 
ever new possibilities were and are being 
created constantly for a vigorous develop- 
ment of trade with developing countries and 
a broadening of business transactions also with 
companies of industrialized capitalist countries. 
Concrete evidence of this is, for instance, the 
fact that the GDR is entrusted with the imple- 
mentation of more and more industrialization 
projects in developing countries, among other 
things in the fields of the construction of heavy 
machinery and machine tools, electrical engi- 
neering and agricultural machinery. 

The German Democratic Republic shares the 
view that UNCTAD is, within the framework 
of the UN system, the most universal body in 
the field of trade and development today. A 
main task in this field is the allround promo- 
tion of trade relations between States with 
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different social systems. This is an extremely 
complex problem covering East-West trade as 
well as economic relations between socialist 
and developing countries. 

The German Democratic Republic has been 
always attaching great importance to these 
trade relations which are mainly bilateral, and 
also will be in the future. This does, of course, 
not rule out a more intense development of 
multilateral elements, too, and of new forms 
of cooperation, such as tripartite and multi- 
lateral cooperation, on the basis of positive ex- 
perience and traditional bilateral partner- 
ship. 

Trade and economic relations with developing 
countries take an important place in the foreign 
and external economic policies of the German 
Democratic Republic. They range in form from 
the conventional exchange of goods to the com- 
plex multifarious economic, industrial, scientific 
and technical cooperation. The German Demo- 
cratic Republic envisages expanding continu- 
ously these relations both in quantity and 
quality. 

This has also been clearly reflected in the 
recent state treaties, joint communiqués and 
declarations signed by the Secretary General 
of the Central Committee of the Socialist Unity 
Party of Germany and Chairman of the State 
Council of the German Democratic Republic 
with heads of States of several developing 
countries on the occasion of state visits. They 
are an effective contribution to the develop- 
ment of economic relations between States in 
accordance with the principles of sovereign 
equality, equal rights, non-discrimination and 
mutual advantage. In the friendship treaties the 
German Democratic Republic concluded with 
Angola and Mozambique the contracting par- 
ties advocate “‘the establishment of a new 
international economic order on an equal and 
democratic basis and free from imperialist 
exploitation”. The reference to these problems 
in international treaties underlines the great 
importance the GDR attaches to them and 
demonstrates how seriously she takes her 
commitment to support this struggle. 

As a result of this development the exchange 
of goods with developing countries was con- 
siderably increased in recent years. In 1978 
alone, the growth rate amounted to 32 /p as 
compared to the previous year. 

Of all foreign regions, the swiftest pace of 
growth was achieved with developing coun- 


tries. The increased turnover goes not only for 
countries with which the German Democratic 
Republic has, in some cases, maintained tradi- 
tional relations for decades. Rather also the 
territorial structure of these relations has been 
broadened by newly launching and dynam- 
ically developing the exchange of goods with 
a number of countries, including some of the 
least developed countries. 

The GDR imports increasingly semi-finished 
products and manufactures from countries 
which have corresponding industrial prerequi- 
sites for this. These products have already 
reached a share of 33 9p in the total imports 
of the GDR from these countries, in some cases 
this share is even higher. 

It is an important concern to the German 
Democratic Republic to imbue these relations 
with a complex character, rather than limiting 
them to a simple exchange of goods. On the 
basis of intergovernmental agreements and 
commercial contracts she provides to interested 
parties in these countries machinery, equip- 
ment and complete plants and transfers tech- 
nological knowledge to them. 

In cases where it is appropriate, depending on 
the type of plant, and where it is in the in- 
terest of the parties concerned, the German 
Democratic Republic combines the implemen- 
tation of projects with assistance and aid also 
of another kind, such as transfer of technical 
know-how, sending of experts as well as 
specialised training and upgrading of na- 
tionals of the partner countries on various 
levels. The projects erected by the German 
Democratic Republic comprise a wide variety. 
They include industrial enterprises manufac- 
turing heavy machinery, textile mills, printing 
offices, cement factories, agricultural and 
transport equipment and public health and 
educational facilities. 

Thus the parties in the developing countries 
have been supported in their efforts to gain 
economic independence and to better utilize 
their resources, in particular by the processing 
of raw materials in their own countries. 

In accordance with the principles applied in 
this respect by the German Democratic Re- 
public, the established enterprises become the 
national property of the respective countries 
and there is no withdrawal of profits. 

In this way we contribute, within the frame- 
work of our possibilities, to an accelerated 
economic development of these countries, thus 


contributing directly to their social develop- 
ment. 

Relations which are based on long-term inter- 
governmental agreements in the fields of trade 
and cooperation in industry, economy, techno- 
logy, science and culture have proved to be 
especially advantageous to all parties concern- 
ed. Well-established mechanisms, such as joint 
economic committees on governmental level, 
have an encouraging impact. The number of 
agreements concluded by the GDR with 45 
developing countries so far totals 79. It goes 
without saying that these trade and economic 
relations are shaped by such criteria, means 
and methods as are customary and possible 
between States with different social systems. 
Since many years and to a growing extent, the 
German Democratic Republic has unselfishly 
supported by solidarity the people in many 
regions of the globe who still live in poverty 
and misery, who are affected by natural 
disasters or suffer under aggression, colonial- 
ism, neo-colonialism, rascism and Apartheid. 
People of all walks of life in the German 
Democratic Republic participate in the soli- 
darity campaigns. 

Annually about 200 million marks flow into 
the solidarity fund of our country and are used 
for providing, free of charge, material relief 
goods—medicines, equipment, foodstuffs, etc.— 
to the affected areas in Africa, Asia and Latin 
America as well as for financing medical 
treatment and training of personnel. All this 
aid given by way of solidarity is indeed an 
effective contribution to the development in the 
countries and areas concerned. 

As regards our economic relations with indu- 
strialized capitalist countries, new forms which 
go beyond traditional trade have emerged. We 
consider that as one appreciable result of the 
Conference on Security and Cooperation in 
Europe. The German Democratic Republic 
does everything within her power to make her 
adequate contribution to the implementation 
of the Final Act of Helsinki. Long-term indu- 
strial and technical relations, manifold forms 
of industrial cooperation increasingly charac- 
terize trade and economic cooperation with 
industrialized capitalist countries. Consortium 
agreements and reciprocal purchase contracts 
signed between GDR enterprises and foreign 
economic institutions are new forms of such 
cooperation. The reciprocal purchase contracts 
provide, inter alia, for the refinancing on the 
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basis of state guarantees of imported industrial 
plants with products manufactured in the 
erected plant. It has turned out that reciprocal 
purchase deals are benefitting all parties con- 
cerned-including medium and_ small-size 
enterprises. 

This trend has influenced the structure of GDR 
exports to industrialized capitalist countries to 
the effect that products of the machine and 
plant building industries, electrical engineering 
and electronics products as well as scientific 
appliances have a considerable share in it. In 
accordance with the economic structure of the 
German Democratic Republic it is definitely 
possible to further increase the delivery of 
industrial products. However, that would re- 
quire of the industrialized capitalist states to 
reduce protectionist measures and various 
political and technical trade barriers which 
counteract this willingness. The wave of pro- 
tectionism which has been unleashed during 
the last few years by leading capitalist coun- 
tries causes particular dangers to world trade 
as a whole. We strongly oppose any attempt to 
resolve domestic difficulties subjecting others 
to trade discrimination, restrictions and dis- 
bursements to their credit. We reaffirm our 
view that protectionism is not conducive to a 
promotion of world trade. 

With regard to the negotiations on a ‘Common 
Commodity Fund” an importan intermediate 
stage was recently concluded. Nevertheless we 
cannot be satisfied with the results achieved in 
the implementation of the Integrated Com- 
modity Programme. It becomes increasingly 
obvious that the main responsibility for the 
difficulties arising in that connection lies with 
the transnational monopolies. Therefore, the 
German Democratic Republic, in line with 
what she did already at UNCTAD IV, wishes 
to invite the attention of the Conference to the 
necessity of working out and adopting, in a 
more effective way than it has been done so 
far, measures designed to control the activities 
of the transnational monopolies in the field of 
international commodity trade and prevent 
their penetration into the commodity related 
economic sectors of developing countries. 

In her constructive approach to the solution 
of the complicated problems of international 
commodity trade and the related further im- 
plementation of the Integrated Commodity 
Programme, the German Democratic Republic 
is guided by the fact that as a country with a 
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socialist planned economy she is interested in 
curtailing spontaneously acting market forces. 
Within the bounds of her possibilities, the 
German Democratic Republic will continue to 
direct her efforts to the achievement of rea] 
results in the negotiations on the Integrated 
Commodity Programme. She advocates con- 
sistently the preparation and signing of inter- 
national agreements as a principal means for 
stabilizing the commodity markets. We have 
repeatedly pronounced ourselves against ten- 
dencies of stabilizing commodity markets ex- 
clusively through buffer stocks. The GDR 
holds the view that the stipulation of binding 
minimum and maximum prices on the basis of 
reciprocal purchase and supply commitments 
is of special importance. 

Such international measures must also aim at 
eliminating disproportions in supply and 
demand, ensuring continuous supplies, pre- 
venting extreme price fluctuations to make 
prices calculable on a long-term basis, and 
curbing inflation as well as price dictate by the 
monopolies. 

One of the most important activities of 
UNCTAD since Nairobi has been the conven- 
ing of the UN Conference on a Code of Con- 
duct for the Transfer of Technology. During 
the past stages of preparation of that Code, the 
German Democratic Republic, together with 
the other socialist countries, has actively co- 
operated. We feel that a universally applicable 
Code of Conduct which meets the interests of 
all countries and rules out any discrimination, 
is conducive to promote the international 
Transfer of Technology on an equal footing 
and to support the developing countries in their 
efforts aimed at reducing their technological 
and economic dependence. This Code of Con- 
duct can also make an essential contribution 
to curb restrictive business practices, particu- 
larly of transnational monopolies. 

When trying to strike a balance of the results 
achieved between UNCTAD IV and UNCTAD 
V, it can be said that during that period a 
number of useful activities has been initiated, 
and in some areas there is a record of appre- 
ciable results. On the other hand, several basic 
issues remain unsolved. It should not be 
reasoned, however, that the span of time be- 
tween the two Conferences has been relatively 
short. What matters is that for well-known 
reasons no radical change for the positive in 
world economy and international trade has 


occurred. That is also why the situation of the 
majority of developing countries has not yet 
improved. 

Consequently, UNCTAD V is called upon to 
thoroughly analyze the situation, disclosing the 
real causes of the obstacles and difficulties, 
and draw the necessary conclusions. Thus this 
Conference can make a valuable contribution 
to bring about a change for the positive in the 


strive for a democratic restructuring of inter- 
national economic relations. 

I may assure you, Mr. President, that the dele- 
gation of the German Democratic Republic 
will actively and constructively cooperate to 
achieve this goal. 


Archives of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
of the GDR 


Joint declaration issued by the Solidarity Committee of the GDR, 

the National Executive of the FDGB, the National Council of the 
National Front of the GDR, the Central Council of the FDJ, 

the National Executive of the DFD, the International Friendship League 
of the GDR, the Peace Council of the GDR, the GDR Committee 

for Human Rights and the GDR Committee for the UN Decade of Action 
to Combat Racism and Racial Discrimination, to mark the Week 

of Solidarity with the African Peoples Fighting for National and 


Social Liberation 


21 May 1979 


On the occasion of the Week of Solidarity with 
the African Peoples Fighting for National and 
Social Liberation to be held from 21 to 27 May 
1979 we convey on behalf of the citizens of the 
GDR fraternal greetings of solidarity to all 
those fighting for freedom, independence and 
social progress on the African continent. 

It is with great satisfaction and sincere sympa- 
thy that the people of the GDR are watching 
the struggle conducted by the African nations 
against imperialism, colonialism, neo-colonial- 
ism and racism. Ever since its foundation 30 
years ago, the German Democratic Republic 
has actively supported this just struggle in a 
multiplicity of forms—politically, morally and 
materially. This principled stand provided the 
foundation for the forging of the anti-imperial- 
ist alliance between our country and the 
liberated nations and those still fighting for 
their freedom and independence. The GDR’s 
cooperation and solidarity with the African 
states and peoples as well as the liberation 
organizations in southern Africa have received 
fresh and significant impulse through the suc- 
cessful visit by the General Secretary of the 
SED Central Committee and Chairman of the 


Council of State of the GDR, Erich Honecker, 
to Libya, Angola, Zambia and Mozambique. 
We are deeply concerned at the dangerous 
machinations of imperialism which, alarmed 
at the successful course taken by the national 
and social liberation movements, is attempting 
to prevent an extension of the revolutionary 
process in Africa. 

We denounce the activities of imperialist, colo- 
nialist and racist forces in interfering openly 
in the internal affairs of sovereign African 
states and in destabilizing progressive govern- 
ments on the African continent. We reaffirm 
the right of progressive African states to avail 
themselves of all forms of international sol- 
idarity in defending their territories against 
acts of aggression by racist regimes. 

Our greetings and solidarity go out to the peo- 
ples of Angola, Ethiopia and Mozambique, to 
all African nations who have freed themselves 
from imperialist and colonial rule and are 
building a new, progressive order of society. 
They constitute the natural and reliable hinter- 
land for the struggle of the peoples who con- 
tinue to be colonially and racially oppressed in 
the south of Africa. 
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We reassure the patriots of Zimbabwe, Nami- 
bia and South Africa of our firm solidarity and 
support in the just struggle being waged by 
them. 

Namibia can only gain real independence if 
the South African occupiers withdraw fully 
and completely from Namibian territory, place 
power into the hands of SWAPO, the sole legi- 
timate representative of the Namibian people, 
and when the unity and territorial integrity of 
the country is guaranteed. 

We demand the unconditional transfer of full 
power to the people of Zimbabwe under the 
leadership of the Patriotic Front, its legitimate 
representative. 

The imperialist manoeuvres designed to rob 
the peoples of Namibia and Zimbabwe of the 
fruits of their protracted and costly struggles 
by means of neo-colonialist solutions are 
doomed to failure. 

We proclaim our firm intention to continue to 
stand by the side of the South African patriots’ 
liberation movement led by the ANC and to 
fight consistently against the inhuman racist 
regime in South Africa, for the elimination of 
apartheid and effective sanctions to be im- 
posed on the Republic of South Africa. 

We denounce emphatically the overt and 
covert collaboration of imperialist powers with 
the racist regimes in southern Africa, which is 
in defiance of relevant UN resolutions and 
which is aimed at avoiding losing further posi- 


tions and at regaining what is already lost by 
neo-colonialist methods. Through this colla- 
boration the imperialist powers share the guilt 
for the mass-scale violation of human rights, 
stemming from the brutal oppression and ex- 
ploitation of the majority of the African popu- 
lation. They also share the guilt for the provo- 
cative acts of aggression committed by the 
racist regimes against independent African 
states, thus putting peace and international 
security in peril. 

The thorough-going anti-imperialist changes 
brought about on the African continent in the 
course of the African peoples’ revolutionary 
struggle constitute the firm basis for further 
victories in the liberation struggle. They form 
an inseparable and increasingly important 
part of the world revolutionary process. In 
their fight against imperialism, colonialism, 
neocolonialism and racism and for the imple- 
mentation of their right to self-determination 
the African peoples can rely on their faithful 
allies, i.e. the socialist countries and the inter- 
national working class. All imperialist schemes 
to undermine this natural alliance will be 
abortive. 

Backed by international solidarity, the African 
peoples will emerge triumphant from their 
anti-imperialist struggle. 


Neues Deutschland, 22 May 1979 


Message of greeting sent by the General Secretary of the 

Central Committee of the Socialist Unity Party of Germany and 
Chairman of the Council of State of the GDR, Erich Honecker, 

to the heads of state and government of the member states of the OAU 
to mark the 16th anniversary of the organization's founding 


25 May 1979 


On the occasion of Africa Liberation Day I 
convey to you and the people of your country 
cordial congratulations from the Council of 
State and the people of the German Demo- 
cratic Republic. 

From the bottom of our hearts we welcome the 
great successes which the states and peoples of 
Africa have gained in their struggle for free- 
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dom, independence and social progress. Dur- 
ing a recent visit to several African states I 
have witnessed the energy and vigour the 
African peoples are displaying to overcome the 
heritage of centuries-old colonial oppression. 

The important contribution the African peo- 
ples have been making towards strengthening 
international peace and security in the interest 


of humanity's progress is highly appreciated in 
this country. 

We share the view of the African states that to 
struggle for the elimination of the last few 
remnants of colonialism and racism is one of 
the most pressing tasks for all those on all 
continents who are committed to peace and 
progress. 

Let me assure you once again that the German 
Democratic Republic, faithful to the principles 
of its socialist foreign policy, firmly sides and 
displays solidarity with the peoples of Africa 
fighting for their national and social libera- 


tion. It will continue to do everything in its 
power actively to support the just and heroic 
struggle of the peoples of Zimbabwe, Namibia 
and South Africa under the leadership of their 
legitimate representatives, the Patriotic Front, 
SWAPO and ANC. 

Accept, Excellency, the assurances of my high 
consideration along with best wishes for your 
country’s successful development and for your 
personal well-being. 


Foreign Affairs Bulletin No. 17, 25 May 1979 


Speech delivered by Ambassador Peter Florin, Deputy Minister 

of Foreign Affairs and Permanent Representative of the GDR at the 
United Nations, at the resumed XXXIII session of the UN General 
Assembly regarding the gestion of Namibia 


25 May 1979 


Five months ago this General Assembly of the 
United Nations adopted a resolution on the 
situation in Namibia which drew attention 
both to the increasingly dangerous situation in 
Namibia and to what should be done to ensure 
the exercise by the Namibian people of its 
right to self-determination and independence. 
The continuing illegal occupation of Namibia 
by South Africa has been condemned as an act 
of aggression against the Namibian people. All 
attempts to impose upon Namibia a so-called 
internal settlement and to create a puppet ré- 
gime subservient to South Africa have been 
repudiated. The aspirations of South Africa to 
the possession of nuclear weapons, the cruel 
suppression of the people of Namibia and its 
national liberation movement, the South West 
Africa People’s Organization (SWAPO), and 
the acts of aggression by the racist régime 
against independent States have been de- 
scribed as a serious threat to international 
peace and security, which, as everyone knows, 
is entirely in accordance with the facts. 

On this basis, the General Assembly solemnly 
declared that the refusal of South Africa to 
comply with the resolutions of the Security 
Council, in particular resolution 385 (1976), 
had made it necessary to apply effective sanc- 
tions in accordance with Chapter VII of the 


Charter. The resolution stresses that SWAPO 
is the sole and authentic representative of the 
Namibian people and calls upon all Member 
States of the United Nations to give all neces- 
sary support and assistance to the South West 
Africa People’s Organization in its struggle to 
achieve independence and national unity in a 
free Namibia. 

The German Democratic Republic has done 
everything possible to encourage the imple- 
mentation of the General Assembly resolutions 
and has supported unreservedly and selflessly 
the just struggle of the people of Namibia 
under the leadership of SWAPO. In the course 
of a visit to Angola, Zambia and Mozambique 
the General Secretary of the Central Commit- 
tee of the Socialist Unity Party of Germany 
and Chairman of the State Council of the Ger- 
man Democratic Republic, Erich Honecker, 
pointed out repeatedly that in their difficult 
struggle the peoples of Africa could count im- 
plicitly on the German Democratic Republic. 
In a conversation with the President of 
SWAPO, Sam Nujoma, Erich Honecker as- 
sured him: 

“.,.that the German Democratic Republic 
would continue to support unequivocally the 
complete independence of Namibia and respect 
for its territorial integrity, and promised to 
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intensify its solidarity with and support for 
SWAPO”. 

One manifestation, among others, of this as- 
sistance is the fact that the German Demo- 
cratic Republic, in the course of the Interna- 
tional Anti-Apartheid Year, as a mark of sol- 
idarity, supplied the countries of southern 
Africa with goods to the value of 40 million 
marks. All our efforts have been dictated and 
continue to be dictated by the sincere desire to 
help the people of Namibia to cast off once 
and for all the heavy yoke of colonial oppres- 
sion and finally to achieve independence. 

This objective can be achieved only by means 
of broadly-based cooperation with the legiti- 
mate representative of the Namibian people, 
as recognized by the United Nations, SWAPO. 
Aware of its great responsibility for the future 
of the people of that country, SWAPO has 
stated its readiness to take part in elections 
under United Nations supervision, has played 
a constructive part in the implementation of 
United Nations decisions and has agreed to 
far-reaching concessions. SWAPO has adopted 
this course although, on the basis of bitter ex- 
perience, it was compelled from the beginning 
to view with the utmost misgivings the hypo- 
critical assertions of the racists that they would 
accept United Nations plans to hold demo- 
cratic elections in Namibia. The following 
facts show how well founded those doubts and 
misgivings were. 

Instead of withdrawing their troops from Na- 
mibia, the racists actually increased their 
military strength there. Instead of freeing 
detainees, their number was actually increased. 
Further murders were committed, terror was 
stepped up and aggression against peaceful 
neighbouring states was intensified. The most 
recent example in the long chain of aggressive 
actions, this time once again against Angola, 
occurred as recently as within the last week. 
Instead of recognizing the territorial integrity 
of Namibia, which includes Walvis Bay, the 
racists have transformed Walvis Bay into a 
springboard which menaces independent Na- 
mibia. Instead of putting an end to the illegal 
occupation, they are trying, with the assistance 
of the so-called national assembly of venal 
puppets, the so-called Democratic Turnhalle 
Alliance, to perpetuate their régime of oppres- 
sion. Instead of abolishing the discriminatory 
laws of apartheid, they are applying them ever 
more harshly against the population. In many 
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parts of the country there is virtual martial 
law. 

Every day that has passed in efforts—as has 
been said—to resolve the problem by means of 
negotiation, efforts which have proved futile, 
has brought additional proof that the racist 
régime is still trampling human rights under- 
foot, doing everything it can to prevent the 
people of Namibia from attaining indepen- 
dence and trying to suppress their liberation 
struggle with acts of bloodshed. 

The months and months of unsuccessful nego- 
tiations have only made it possible for the 
racists to win time to get around the relevant 
decisions of the United Nations and to prevent 
a truly peaceful solution, to implant their neo- 
colonialist puppet régime and to step up terror 
against the people. Sometimes one gets the 
impression that in the course of talks it has 
been forgotten that South Africa is the oc- 
cupying power, while SWAPO is the repre- 
sentative of the oppressed people fighting for 
its freedom. Pretoria has been virtually en- 
couraged to carry out in Namibia the so-called 
internal settlement, which is similar to the one 
that was carried out in Southern Rhodesia. 
The Government of South Africa scarcely con- 
ceals its joy at the desire of certain circles in 
the United States and Britain to halt sanctions 
against the racist régime of Southern Rhodesia 
and to recognize the neo-colonialist puppet 
Government. The aggressive actions of South 
Africa carried out from the territory of Nami- 
bia against sovereign neighbouring states, as 
well as the aggressive actions of Southern 
Rhodesia, have seriously aggravated the situa- 
tion in the area. Having proclaimed the con- 
cept of creating groupings of states, South 
Africa has thus laid claim to hegemony, which 
it is trying to attain by creating puppet re- 
gimes in Namibia and Southern Rhodesia. 
Furthermore, the statements made by the 
racists have left no doubt that their aim is to 
include free African States in that bloc by 
means of the historically notorious policy of 
forced union. All this amounts to an exacerba- 
tion of a hotbed of conflict in Africa which has 
long been a constant threat to international 
peace and security. 

Imperialist circles never tire of repeating that 
the efforts of certain NATO powers made with 
a view to bringing about a so-called peaceful 
settlement are, so they believe, nothing but 
attempts by neutral states that have no part in 


the conflict to rescue Namibia. In actual fact, 
what we see is something quite different. 
United Nations studies submitted by the Com- 
mission on Transnational Corporations, which 
is currently in session, have shown that the 
number of firms with capital investments and 
interests in South Africa increased from 1,623 
in 1974 to 1,883 last year. In the period 
1977-1978 alone, the study states, the number 
of United States monopolies operating where 
apartheid prevails increased by 10 per cent. 
From the report submitted in March to the 
United Nations Committee against Apartheid 
it emerges that 382 banks of imperialist States 
have in the period 1972 to the end of 1978 
lent the racist régime of South Africa sums of 
money amounting to $5.5 billion. First and 
foremost are the banks of the Federal Republic 
of Germany, the United Kingdom, the United 
States, France and Switzerland. The press or- 
gans of the Springer concern, in the Federal 
Republic of Germany, have not concealed their 
sympathy with the white racists in Windhoek, 
which have taken a leaf out of the book of 
Hitlerite fascism. Nuclear cooperation between 
monopolies of NATO States and South Africa 
is in full swing, as has been so cogently 
demonstrated by the seminar of the United 
Nations Committee against Apartheid with re- 
gard to nuclear cooperation with South 
Africa. 

What is happening is not a so-called peaceful 
settlement, nor a model of salvation. What is 
happening is the salvation of monopolist pro- 
fits, imperialist spheres of influence and the 
privilege of white colonialists. And herein lies 
the true reason for the feverish haste with 
which certain circles, distorting Security Coun- 
cil resolution 385 (1976), have been preparing 
plans for a neo-colonialist settlement and have 
staged various manoeuvres to obstruct a true 
solution to the Namibian problem. Attempts 
are being made to assert that the primary 
question is whether the problem of Namibia 
Should be resolved peacefully or by the 
language of warfare, and although such an 
interpretation of the situation is significant in 
itself, it does not go to the essence of the prob- 
lem. The important thing is the objective 
sought. If the goal is an independent and free 
Namibia, then South Africa should leave that 
country. If the occupying Power is unwilling to 
leave, then it must be compelled to leave, and 
every possible means available to the libera- 


tion movement and the international com- 
munity must be used. That is only logical. 
Thus any party that does not want to apply 
United Nations means of enforcement in ac- 
cordance with Chapter VII of the Charter is 
unwilling to bring about an independent Na- 
mibia and is aiming at other objectives. Those 
circles that support South Africa want to 
undermine SWAPO’s role and are trying to 
raise the international prestige of the puppet 
groupings in Namibia illegally created by 
Pretoria, and those circles, like the South 
African racist regime, bear responsibility for 
the fact that elections have been held in ex- 
tremely doubtful circumstances. 

The delegation of the German Democratic Re- 
public remains convinced that Security Council 
resolution 385 (1976) is a general basis for a 
solution to the Namibian problem. That means 
the withdrawal of South Africa from Namibia, 
the freeing of political detainees and guaran- 
teeing the right of the people of Namibia to 
self-determination and the territorial integrity 
of their country. 

We support SWAPO, the sole legitimate rep- 
rensentative of the Namibian people. In its 
difficult and selfless struggle, SWAPO is not 
alone. All the progressive forces of the world 
are linked with it by close ties of solidarity. 
There has been a perceptible increase in its 
international authority and its battleworthiness. 
Naturally, at the present time, in view of rac- 
ist and imperialist manoeuvres, SWAPO has 
been forced to step up the armed struggle that 
has been imposed upon it. 

The liberation struggle in Namibia and Zim- 
babwe has entered a decisive phase. The rac- 
ist régimes cannot any longer maintain the 
harshest forms of implementation of their 
present power. The main issue today is 
whether these peoples will manage to achieve 
genuine independence or whether they will 
have imposed upon them _neo-colonialist 
pseudo solutions. 

There can be no doubt that the United Nations 
must assume considerable responsibility in this 
process; primarily, it must adopt urgent meas- 
ures to avert a further exacerbation of the 
dangerous situation in the south of Africa and 
also promote the cause of the independence 
and liberation of the people of Namibia. That 
course has been indicated by resolutions of the 
Security Council and of the General As- 
sembly—and that course should be taken. But 
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this is only possible if pressure upon South 
Africa is increased. 

The Charter of the United Nations provides 
for appropriate measures. The delegation of 
the German Democratic Republic wishes to 
urge with the utmost insistence that the sanc- 
tions provided for in Chapter VII of the 


Charter be applied against South Africa, 
something which has already been called for in 
General Assembly resolution 33/182 of 21 De- 
cember 1978. 


Archives of the Ministry of Foreign Aftairs 
of the GDR 


Letter sent by the Chairman of the GDR Government Commission 

for International Anti-Apartheid Year, Alfred Neumann, member 

of the Politbureau of the Central Committee of the Socialist Unity Party 
of Germany and First Deputy Chairman of the GDR Council of Ministers, 
to the Chairman of the United Nations Anti-Apartheid Committee, 
Leslie O. Harriman, on the report concerning solidarity measures 

by the GDR during International Anti-Apartheid Year 


6 June 1979 


On behalf of the Government of the German 
Democratic Republic I have the honour to 
transmit to you a report on the wide-ranging 
actions of solidarity undertaken in the German 
Democratic Republic during the International 
Anti-Apartheid Year. 

During the UN-proclaimed Year of action, the 
people and the Government of this country 
have made every effort to contribute towards 
the effective international isolation of the 
despicable regime of apartheid and to sup- 
port, through acts of solidarity, the just strug- 
gle of the peoples and liberation movements 
in southern Africa. 

The great variety of initiatives launched by 
the working-class party and the other political 
parties allied with it, by government agencies, 
the Confederation of Free German Trade 
Unions, the Free German Youth and the Young 
Pioneers’ organization, the Women’s League 
and other mass organizations reflect a com- 
mitted stand of anti-imperialist solidarity. 
Workers and cooperative farmers, former anti- 
fascist resistance fighters, craftsmen and 
tradespeople, scientists, artists and cultural 
workers, journalists, Christians, housewives 
and old-age pensioners contributed in their 
own special way to meeting the objectives of 
the Year. 

These tokens of solidarity impressively cor- 
roborate what Mr. Erich Honecker, General 
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Secretary of the Central Committee of the 
Socialist Unity Party of Germany and Chair- 
man of the Council of State of the German 
Democratic Republic, said during his signi- 
ficant visit to African States earlier this year, 
viz. that “’...in their hard struggle the peo- 
ples of Africa can firmly rely on the German 
Democratic Republic and the other states of 
the socialist community”. 

Further resolute action is needed to oppose 
the peace-imperilling force of apartheid and 
to counter the unrelenting machinations of 
imperialist countries and transnational cor- 
porations, which have aggravated the situation 
in Southern Africa to a dangerous point. 
Therefore, the German Democratic Republic 
welcomes and supports the proclamation of 
the Anti-Apartheid Committee entitled ‘‘Inter- 
national Mobilization against Apartheid and 
for the Liberation of southern Africa’. An end 
must be put to all cooperation with the racist 
regimes, the Security Council should impose 
comprehensive economic sanctions on South 
Africa, and increased support must be given 
to the liberation movements ANC, SWAPO and 
Patriotic Front. All actions should be focussed 
on these key elements. 

I wish to assure you that along these lines the 
German Democratic Republic will continue to 
commit its internationalist action to the strug- 
gle against racism and apartheid, and that it 


will actively assist the United Nations in its 
efforts for the elimination of the apartheid re- 
gime. With the 30th anniversary of the found- 
ing of our socialist State approaching, we re- 
affirm our unflagging solidarity with fighting 
Africa, for the implementation of the in- 
alienable rights of the peoples in the South of 
that continent. 

I request you to have this letter and the report 
on actions of solidarity by the German Demo- 
cratic Republic during the International Anti- 
Apartheid Year circulated as documents of the 
Special Committee against Apartheid. 


From the Report 

on actions of solidarity 

by the German Democratic Republic 
during the International Anti-Apartheid Year 


The International Anti-Apartheid Year pro- 
claimed by the United Nations met with a 
broad response in the GDR. Through a wide 
range of solidarity activities the people and 
the Government of the GDR, true to the 
humanistic nature of their socialist society, 
manifested their unshakable commitment to 
the cause of the fighting peoples in southern 
Africa, of all anti-racist and anti-imperialist 
forces. 

A Government Commission headed by Alfred 
Neumann, Member of the Political Bureau of 
the Central Committee of the Socialist Unity 
Party of Germany and First Deputy Chairman 
of the Council of Ministers, coordinated the 
manifold initiatives and activities undertaken 
by Government agencies and social organiza- 
tions. The principal results obtained during 
the Anti-Apartheid Year are summed up in the 
present report. 


1. Strengthening of cooperation with the 
national liberation movements 

The visits by Erich Honecker, General Secre- 
tary of the Central Committee of the Socialist 
Unity Party of Germany and Chairman of the 
Council of State of the GDR, to Libya, Angola, 
Zambia and Mozambique, his talks with the 
leaders of these countries and with the presi- 
dents of the national liberation movements 
proved of crucial importance for the continued 
trustful anti-imperialist cooperation with fight- 
ing Africa. These meetings encouraged the 
liberation movements in their just struggle for 
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true independence, opening up important 
prospects of a still closer cooperation in com- 
batting racism and apartheid. 

The present situation and the tasks facing 
them in the South of Africa were discussed at 
a joint meeting on 22 January 1979 between 
members of the GDR Government Commission 
and the heads of these offices. On the occasion 
of the fifth anniversary of the beginning of the 
United Nations Decade for Action to Combat 
Racism and Racial Discrimination a ceremony 
was held in the German Democratic Republic, 
which was attended by representatives of na- 
tional liberation movements and of progres- 
sive African states. 

The Confederation of Free German Trade 
Unions (FDGB) is giving active support to the 
progressive trade unions SACTU-South Africa, 
ZACU-Zimbabwe and NUNW-Namibia. A 
SACTU delegation visited the GDR in October 
1978. 

The Free German Youth Organization (FDJ) 
signed a working arrangement with the youth 
and student section of the ANC. Meetings be- 
tween representatives of the offices of the 
liberation movements and children in the 
“Wilhelm Pieck’’ Pioneers’ Republic have 
already become a good tradition. 

The Women’s Democratic League of Germany 
(DFD) maintains close and friendly contacts 
with the women’s secretariats of the ANC, 
SWAPO and ZANU. During the Anti-Apart- 
heid Year 8 women’s delegations from African 
countries visited the GDR. 

Special mention should be made of the pro- 
duction of numerous publications for the 
liberation movements by the German Demo- 
cratic Republic. 


2. Participation in conferences and sessions of 
international organizations 

At international conferences (Special Session 
on Namibia at New York, World Conference 
to Combat Racism and Racial Discrimination 
at Geneva, Thirty-third Session of the United 
Nations General Assembly, Solidarity Confe- 
rence at Addis Ababa, Presidium Session of 
AAPSO at Hanoi, Youth and Students’ Con- 
ference of Solidarity at Paris, Council Meeting 
of the Women’s International Democratic 
Federation at Moscow, World Conference on 
the Elimination of Racism at Basle and others) 
the representatives of the GDR, in conjunction 
with the fraternal socialist countries, ex- 
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pounded the principled internationalistic posi- 
tion of the community of socialist states, ac- 
tively contributing to the preparation of the 
documents. 

Written reports to the United Nations, a state- 
ment by the People’s Chamber and messages 
of greeting by social organizations sent on the 
occasions of the international days of solidarity 
also reflected the GDR’s support for the strug- 
gle waged by the peoples in southern 
Africa. 

Speaking to the United Nations Special Com- 
mittee against Apartheid, the President of the 
Solidarity Committee of the GDR gave an 
account of the scope of what the people of his 
country had done in terms of solidarity. The 
report received wide acclaim. The Committee 
members declared that the GDR’s solidarity 
with the African States was playing a crucial 
role and that it would contribute to victory 
over the common enemy. 

By hosting the Extraordinary Session of the 
World Peace Council in Berlin from 2—5 Fe- 
bruary 1979, the GDR Peace Council made an 
active contribution to propagating the objecti- 
ves of the International Anti-Apartheid Year. 
Leslie O. Harriman, Chairman of the Anti- 
Apartheid Committee of the United Nations, 
who attended the Session in Berlin, in a talk 
with Alfred Neumann, Chairman of the 
Government Commission, commended the 
great deal of commitment displayed by the 
Government and the people of the GDR to the 
struggle against apartheid. 


3. Week of Solidarity tor Fighting Africa 

A special highlight of the Anti-Apartheid Year 
was the ‘’Week of Solidarity with the Peoples 
Fighting for National and Social Liberation 
and against Racism” held in the GDR in May 
1978. During that week representatives of all 
political parties and mass organizations as 
well as non-affiliated citizens manifested their 
political and material solidarity with the peo- 
ples of Africa at central events organized by 
the National Front in 8 countries. Hundreds 
of solidarity meetings sponsored by the trade 
unions and the youth organization in towns 
and villages were inspired by the same ideas. 
Additional donations, proceeds from solidarity 
bazaars and from numerous extra shifts were 
paid into the solidarity account, bearing wit- 
ness of the GDR people’s sincere sympathy and 
active support for fighting Africa. 
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4, Increasing material solidarity/training of 
cadres 

The solidarity extended by the people of the 
GDR in material terms is in full harmony with 
the political and diplomatic measures under- 
taken in support of the struggle being waged 
in southern Africa. The measures coordinated 
by the Solidarity Committee of the GDR were 
financed from greater regular and additional 
funds raised by work-teams from all fields 
of activity. Essential goods worth more than 
40 million marks were sent to Africa during 
the International Anti-Apartheid Year, above 
all food, restoratives, vitamin preparations and 
medicaments, baby food, blankets and cloth- 
ing, tents and textiles. Most of these consign- 
ments went to the liberation organizations and 
to Angola and Mozambique. Effective medical 
treatment is being provided for sick and 
wounded liberation fighters in GDR hospitals, 
Six plane-loads of goods were sent by the 
Solidarity Committee to children in refugee 
camps of the Patriotic Front. Transformers 
provided electricity for schools and hospi- 
tals. 

Another essential aspect of the GDR’s soli- 
darity is the training of cadres. Among the 
African and Arab students and skilled workers 
who are presently undergoing training in the 
GDR there are many young people from Na- 
mibia, South Africa and Zimbabwe. In 1978, 
90 cadres from African countries attended 
courses of the International Friendship League 
to study the revolutionary development of the 
German Democratic Republic, and 15 repre- 
sentatives of the youth wings of the liberation 
movements graduated from the “Wilhelm 
Pieck” Youth College. 


5. Raising the young generation in the GDR in 
a spirit of solidarity 

During the Anti-Apartheid Year great atten- 
tion was paid by the youth and pioneers’ or- 
ganization and by the institutions of public, 
higher and technical education to instilling into 
the children and youths the spirit of active 
solidarity with their African friends. The Ele- 
venth World Festival of Youth and Students 
in Havana, the events marking the thirtieth 
anniversary of the foundation of the Pioneers’ 
Organization and the preparations for the 
International Year of the Child were of parti- 
cular importance in this respect. 

At many schools pupils compiled comprehen- 


sive records on the policy of apartheid. In 
resolutions of protest pupils and students 
condemned the criminal raids of the racist re- 
gimes on African states. 

During the 1978 student summer holiday pro- 
gramme the 3,500 FDJ student brigades de- 
voted one day to solidarity, with 10,000 bri- 
gade members paying a full day’s earnings 
into the solidarity account. Many young pio- 
neers participated in a competition mottoed 
“Children draw for African friends”. 


6. Scientific colloquies/publications 
Scientific institutions of the GDR held scienti- 
fic colloquies and brought out numerous publi- 
cations during the International Anti-Apart- 
heid Year, thus helping to expose the various 
aspects of the anti-human peace-imperiling 
policy of apartheid and the plot between im- 
perialist states and the racists. 

An international symposium on the subject 
“ Apartheid-massive violation of human rights”, 
jointly organized by the Karl Marx University 
of Leipzig and the GDR Committee for the 
Decade for Action to Combat Racism and Ra- 
cial Discrimination, provided evidence of the 
responsibility of imperialism and Maoism for 
keeping the racist regimes alive. 

A volume of documents in German and Eng- 
lish provides information on the struggle 
waged by the GDR against racism, apartheid 
and colonialism. A study on ‘‘The twofold op- 
pression of women in South Africa’’ denounces 
the brutal terrorism to which women in that 
country are exposed, and the disregard for 
their rights. A bulletin of the GDR Committee 
on Human Rights is dedicated to the struggle 
against apartheid. 


Z. Art as a weapon in the struggle against 
apartheid 

An exhibition of works by professional and 
amateur artists of the GDR expressing passio- 
nate commitment to the struggle against 
apartheid received wide attention. It was on 
display in Berlin in April 1978 and was noted 
internationally when shown during the World 
Conference to Combat Racism and Racial Dis- 
crimination in Geneva, at the opening of the 
thirty-third session of the UN General Assem- 
bly in New York, and at UNESCO Headquar- 
ters in Paris. The exhibition was also on show 
during the international conference of non- 
governmental organizations for action against 
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apartheid, and at the 1979 Leipzig Spring Fair. 
A few selected works are to be included in 
a calendar for 1980 the GDR Solidarity Com- 
mittee will bring out jointly with the United 
Nations Centre against Apartheid. 

In selecting and assessing the films entered 
for the 1978 Leipzig Documentary and Short 
Film Week, special attention was given to the 
idea of action against racism and racial dis- 
crimination. One day of the film festival was 
placed under the motto of international soli- 
darity with the fighting peoples of Africa. 

In many African States, at the United Nations 
and in the African liberation movements GDR 
television films produced by Mrs. Katins and 
her team on the struggle in southern Africa 
received great acclaim. 

Film studios, publishing houses and theatres 
in the German Democratic Republic have in- 
cluded in their long-term production pro- 
grammes subjects which are apt to promote 
the fight against apartheid and the solidarity 
with the African peoples. 


8. Activities of the GDR mass media 

The news agency ADN, the press, radio and 
television of the GDR have made great efforts 
to help propagate the ideas, tasks and pur- 
poses of the International Anti-Apartheid Year 
and to inspire the GDR citizens with a high 
sense of readiness for practical solidarity. 
News items, correspondent’s reports, inter- 
views, commentaries and reportages depicted 
the solidarity activities undertaken by the GDR 
and the other states of the socialist community, 
exposing, at the same time, the policy of apart- 
heid and its pillars. 

Almost daily, the ADN news agency dissemi- 
nated items concerning the struggle against 
apartheid. About 200 photos dealing with the 
fight against racism were provided by ADN 
Zentralbild (central photograph agency) to 
the GDR mass media and its counterparts 
abroad. 

In many current affairs programmes and in 
special information broadcasts, GDR radio 
and television took up the topic of apartheid. 
Portraits of national liberation movements, 
correspondent’s reports, reportages from 
training camps of freedom fighters, docu- 
mentary accounts of the policy of apartheid 
and the policies of imperialist states figured 
prominently on radio and television of the 
German Democratic Republic. 
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In September 1978, ‘Days of the African radio 
drama” were observed by GDR radio stations. 
Complete broadcasts were made available to 
friendly radio organizations in Africa and 
Asia and to UN radio. ‘‘Radio Berlin Interna- 


tional” beamed programmes devoted to the 
theme of solidarity to southern Africa. 


Archives of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
of the GDR 


From the second GDR report on the implementation of the International 
Convention on the Suppression and Punishment of the Crime of 


Apartheid 


Ref.: Memorandum of the UN Secretary-General G/SO 237/5 (5) 


25 June 1979 


The Government and the people of the Ger- 
man Democratic Republic most resolutely con- 
demn the peace imperilling and anti-human 
system of apartheid and work for its complete 
and unconditional elimination. Since the GDR 
was founded 30 years ago, it has firmly stood 
on the side of peoples fighting against im- 
perialism, colonialism, neo-colonialism, racism 
and apartheid. Its sympathy and support go 
out, in particular, to the peoples in southern 
Africa who struggle, under the leadership of 
their national liberation organizations, against 
colonial and racist oppression and exploitation 
and for the achievement of independence and 
self-determination. Erich Honecker, General 
Secretary of the Central Committee of the 
Socialist Unity Party of Germany and Chair- 
man of the Council of State of the German 
Democratic Republic, declared during the visit 
of a GDR Party and State delegation to 
Ethiopia: 

“A lasting solution to the problems in the 
south of Africa will be possible only when the 
peoples of Zimbabwe and Namibia, led by the 
Patriotic Front and SWAPO respectively, and 
the people of South Africa led by the ANC 
take control of their own destinies and exercise 
their right to self-determination, and when the 
anti-human apartheid regime is removed.” 
Any form of racism and apartheid are foreign 
to the nature of socialist society in the GDR. 
The GDR’s state and legal system guarantees 
equal rights to all its citizens, irrespective of 
their race, and prohibits any kind of discrimi- 
nation thus ensuring that the provisions of the 
Convention are fully implemented. This is also 
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an example for the humanistic and democratic 
character of socialist society which fully 
guarantees the realization and protection of 
human rights. 

Article 6 of the German Democratic Republic 
Constitution of 6 April 1968 as modified by 
the Law of 7 October 1974 amending the Con- 
stitution reaffirms the fact that German mili- 
tarism and nazism were extirpated on the ter- 
ritory of the German Democratic Republic in 
accordance with the interests of its people and 
in compliance with its international obliga- 
tions. Article 6 highlights the German Demo- 
cratic Republic’s support for States and peoples 
fighting against imperialism and colonialism, 
for national freedom, independence and social 
progress. Hence, assistance to colonially and 
racially opressed peoples is a constitutional 
tenet underlying the German Democratic Re- 
public’s foreign policy. It is likewise a prin- 
ciple inherent in the socialist system to treat 
militarist and revanchist propaganda, war- 
mongering and manifestations of hatred 
against creeds, races and nations as punishable 
crimes. 

The equality of all citizens in terms of funda- 
mental rights is specifically guaranteed in 
Articles 19 and 20. Article 19 ensures their 
right to participate in the guidance of social 
development, establishes that respect for and 
protection of the dignity and freedom of the 
personality is mandatory for all State organs, 
all social forces and each individual citizen, 
and guarantees the right of each and every 
citizen freely to unfold his talents. Article 20 
of the Constitution embodies the principle that 


every citizen of the German Democratic Re- 
public has the same rights and duties, irrespec- 
tive of nationality, race, philosophy or religi- 
ous confession, social origin or position. In 
conformity with this Article, other Articles 
spell out the basic rights of every citizen, ir- 
respective of his race; i.e. their entitlement to 
full participation in shaping political, eco- 
nomic, social and cultural affairs (Article 21), 
the right to vote and to be elected (Article 22), 
the right to work (Article 24), the right to 
education (Article 25), the inviolability of the 
person and liberty (Article 30) and the right 
to profess a religious creed (Article 39). 

The principle of equality before the law and 
equal legal protection without any discrimina- 
tion is established in Articles 20 and 33. 

The principle of equality of all citizens is also 
fully applied with regard to labour relations. 
The GDR Labour Code, which entered into 
force on 1 January 1978, contains in law form 
the decisive basic rights such as the right to 
work, the equality of women, the protection 
and advancement of young people, the right to 
participation in management and in social de- 
velopment, the right to a wage corresponding 
to the quality and quantity of work done, the 
right to education, leisure and rest, to protec- 
tion of health and working capacity, to parti- 
cipation in cultural life, to social assistance in 
old age and to material security in cases of 
illness, accident and disablement. All these 
fundamental rights are guaranteed without 
distinction of ideology, religion or race. 

These rights are safely protected because 
ministers, the persons in charge of the central 
organs of the State and the economic policy- 
making bodies as well as the directors of 
enterprises are bound by the obligation to 
ensure and verify compliance with all the 
provisions of the Labour Code. They are per- 
sonally responsible for this. 

Inadmissibility of any kind of discrimination 
against any citizen and equality of all citizens 
before the law have been reaffirmed as guid- 
ing principles for all jurisdiction in the Ger- 
man Democratic Republic by the Law on the 
Constitution of the Courts of 27 September 
1974. Article 8 of this Law reads: ‘’Equality of 
citizens before the law and in court are guar- 
anteed irrespective of their nationality, race, 
ideological or religious belief and their social 
position.” 

This principle determines procedures in crim- 


inal proceedings as well as in legal action in 
civil, family and labour cases before German 
Democratic Republic courts. 

Social conditions in the German Democratic 
Republic, the consistent implementation of the 
principle to grant completely equal rights to 
all citizens irrespective of their nationality or 
race preclude any political, economic or social 
base of racist or apartheid manifestations. 
Nevertheless, in pursuance of international ob- 
ligations and in agreement with Article 6 of 
the GDR Constitution, Article 91 of the Penal 
Code stipulates that the persecution, expulsion 
or destruction of national, ethnic, racial or 
religious groups or the commitment of other 
inhuman acts against such groups will be 
punished as crimes against humanity. Fascist 
propaganda, national or racial incitement, 
glorification of fascism or militarism as well 
as insult for national or racial reasons have 
been qualified as criminal acts under Articles 
92, 106 and 140 of the Penal Code. 

Solidarity with the peoples fighting for self- 
determination and independence and against 
colonial and racist oppression is a basic foreign 
policy principle of the socialist German state. 
The GDR views the struggle of the peoples 
for the ultimate elimination of colonialism, 
racism and apartheid as an integral part of the 
fight the progressive forces of the world are 
waging for peace, international security, dis- 
armament and social progress. 

To avert the threat to peace in southern Africa, 
all-out assistance must be given to the struggle 
of the peoples in South Africa for the imple- 
mentation of its legitimate rights and the 
South African apartheid system must be effec- 
tively isolated at the international level. The 
escalation of the acts of aggression committed 
by the apartheid regime against sovereign 
African states, the manoeuvres of South Africa 
to continue its illegal rule in Namibia and the 
dangers to world peace, which have now been 
increased many times over with Pretoria’s am- 
bition to possess nuclear weapons, call for re- 
solute measures. The German Democratic Re- 
public fully supports the United Nations deci- 
sions and resolutions demanding sanctions 
against the racist policy of force. It strictly 
observes all sanctions imposed by the United 
Nations Security Council and maintains no re- 
lations whatsoever with the apartheid state. As 
a member of the United Nations Special Com- 
mittee Against Apartheid, the German Demo- 
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cratic Republic advocates tangible economic 
sanctions, for a comprehensive arms embargo 
and the prevention of any nuclear cooperation 
with the apartheid regime. 

At the thirty-fourth session of the United Na- 
tions General Assembly, the German Demo- 
cratic Republic once again took the initiative 
and submitted, together with 28 co-authors, a 
resolution aimed at the comprehensive imple- 
mentation of the International Convention on 
the Suppression and Punishment of the Crime 
of Apartheid. It thus reaffirms the importance 
it attaches to the implementation of the Con- 
vention as an essential means in the struggle 
against the criminal policy of apartheid. 

To render political, diplomatic and material 
support to the peoples in southern Africa, is 
a matter near to the hearts of our country’s 
citizens. True to the humanistic nature of so- 
cialist society, the German Democratic Repub- 
lic has demonstrated its solidarity with the 
fighting peoples of southern Africa, indeed 
with all anti-colonialist and anti-racist forces, 
particularly during the UN-proclaimed Inter- 
national Anti-Apartheid Year. 

Its solidarity activities, a concern of all sec- 
tions of the people, have taken on an unpre- 
cedent scope and variety. Through specific 
measures, coordinated by a Government Com- 
mission headed by Alfred Neumann, First 
Deputy Chairman of the Council of Ministers, 
the German Democratic Republic helped to 
make sure that the International Anti-Apart- 
heid Year gave a fresh impetus to the struggle 
for the final elimination of all forms of colo- 
nialism, racism and apartheid. The visits to 
the German Democratic Republic by Oliver 
Tambo and Sam Nujoma and the opening of 
offices by SWAPO and ANC in the German 
Democratic Republic testify to our country’s 
close bonds with the patriots of southern 
Africa. The situation in southern Africa was 
discussed at a joint meeting of the GDR 
Government Commission and the heads of 
these offices. The trade unions, the youth 
organizations and the women’s league of the 
GDR provide active assistance to their counter- 
parts in southern Africa. By hosting the. Spe- 
cial Session of the World Peace Council in 
Berlin from 2 to 5 February 1979, the GDR 
Peace Council made an important contribution 
to the promotion of solidarity with the peoples 
of southern Africa and to propagating the ob- 
jectives of the International Anti-Apartheid 
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Year. Leslie O. Harriman, Chairman of the 
United Nations Special Committee Against 
Apartheid, who attended the session in Berlin, 
had talks with the Chairman of the GDR 
Government Commission for the Internationa] 
Anti-Apartheid Year, the President of the GDR 
Solidarity Committee and with other organiza- 
tions. That gave him an opportunity to receive 
first-hand information on the wide of range of 
activities. undertaken by the Government and 
the people of the GDR in the struggle against 
apartheid. 

The many instances of material aid and soli- 
darity on the part of the people of the GDR 
are consistent with the political and diplomatic 
moves of the German Democratic Republic in 
support of the struggle that is going on in 
southern Africa. Relevant campaigns coordi- 
nated by the GDR Solidarity Committee 
yielded greater regular and other donations 
from people from all walks of life. Essential 
goods worth over 40 million marks were sent 
to Africa during the International Anti-Apart- 
heid Year, above all food, restoratives, vitamin 
preparations and medicaments, baby food, 
blankets and clothing, tents and _ textiles. 
Particularly great is assistance to liberation 
organizations and to Angola and Mozambique, 
all of which are permanently exposed to the 
racists’ acts of aggression. Best medical treat- 
ment is given to sick and wounded liberation 
fighters in GDR hospitals. Using six special 
planes, the Solidarity Committee shipped relief 
supplies to children in refugee camps of the 
Patriotic Front of Zimbabwe. 

Another important aspect of the German De- 
mocratic Republic’s solidarity has been the 
training of personnel. Many young people 
from Namibia, South Africa and Zimbabwe 
are among the 750 African and Arab students 
and skilled workers presently trained in the 
German Democratic Republic. Also, scholars, 
scientists, artists and journalists contributed 
through a variety of ideas and activities to a 
greater solidarity effort on behalf of the Afri- 
can people fighting for their national and so- 
cial liberation. An exhibition displaying works 
of professional and amateur artists from the 
German Democratic Republic, which expresses 
their strong anti-apartheid feelings, has met 
with a remarkable echo. It was first shown in 
Berlin in April 1978 and later on won inter- 
national acclaim at the Geneva World Confe- 
rence to Combat Racism and Racial Discrimi- 


nation, at the beginning of the thirty-third ses- 
sion of the UN General Assembly in New 
York and at UNESCO Headquarters in Paris. 
The exhibition was also presented at the inter- 
national conference of non-governmental or- 
ganizations for action against apartheid and 
at the 1979 Leipzig Spring Fair. Selected 
works from this show have been used for the 
design of a wall calendar put out by the Soli- 
darity Committee in cooperation with the UN 
Centre against apartheid. 


The German Democratic Republic will carry 
on its firm solidarity with the fighting African 
peoples in an effort to strengthen the anti- 
imperialist front against colonialism, racism 
and apartheid. In so doing, our country is at 
one with the other socialist states and all pro- 
gressive forces in the world. 


Archives of the Ministry of Foreign Attairs 
of the GDR 


Joint declaration issued by the Solidarity Committee of the GDR and 
the GDR Committee for the UN Decade of Action to Combat Racism 
and Racial Discrimination to mark South African Freedom Day 


26 June 1979 


The Solidarity Committee of the GDR and the 
GDR Committee for the UN Decade of Action 
to Combat Racism and Racial Discrimination 
convey the warmest greetings of fraternal and 
anti-imperialist solidarity to all fighters against 
the criminal apartheid system on the occasion 
of South African Freedom Day. 

The people and the government of the GDR 
have always rendered unconditional support 
in line with the principles of proletarian in- 
ternationalism to those peoples fighting against 
imperialism, colonialism, racism and apartheid 
and for national and social liberation. This 
principled position was once more underlined 
during the recent visit of a party and state 
delegation of the GDR, headed by the General 
Secretary of the Central Committee of the 
Socialist Unity Party of Germany and Chair- 
man of the Council of State of the GDR, Erich 
Honecker, to several African countries. Dur- 
ing the successful negotiations and talks with 
the leading representatives of Libya, An- 
gola, Zambia and Mozambique as well as the 
national liberation organizations ANC, SWAPO 
and the Patriotic Front of Zimbabwe Erich 
Honecker reaffirmed the GDR’s readiness to 
continue to render full political, diplomatic 
and material solidarity to the struggle of the 
peoples of South Africa, Namibia and Zim- 
babwe against apartheid and racism, for 
freedom, independence and _ self-determina- 
tion. 


South African Freedom Day provides an op- 
portunity to condemn resolutely once more the 
unsuccessful attempts being made by the re- 
gime in Pretoria to maintain the apartheid sys- 
tem by pursuing an intensified policy of terror, 
suppression and political assassination in the 
face of the growing opposition among the 
African population. 

Similarly we condemn the continued colonial 
and racist oppression of the people of Nami- 
bia and the support for the puppet regime in 
Salisbury as well as the repeated acts of ag- 
gression of the racist regimes against in- 
dependent African states, which represent a 
serious danger to peace and international 
security. 

We emphatically condemn the continued and 
even increased collaboration between imperial- 
ist states and transnational corporations and 
the apartheid regime in violation of numerous 
UN resolutions in order to back this regime 
and to encourage the continuation of its ter- 
rorist and peace-endangering policy. 

In line with numerous UN resolutions and 
the aims of the UN Decade of Action to com- 
bat racism and racial discrimination we reaf- 
firm once more the demand for an uncondi- 
tional termination of apartheid and the aboli- 
tion of the apartheid system in South Africa 
and for the consistent realization of all UN 
resolutions and decisions taken against South 
Africa. We demand the complete suspension 
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of all political, economic and military co- 
operation with the apartheid regime, in 
particular in the nuclear field, on the part of 
any state or transnational corporation. 

We are convinced that the South African peo- 
ple’s right to national and social self- 
determination will be put into practice. We 


wish the anti-imperialist forces in South Africa 
and their tried and tested vanguard, the Afri- 
can National Congress, further success in the 
struggle for freedom and independence. We 
once more declare our solidarity with them. 


GDR Solidarity Committee Archives 


From the declaration on the meeting of Central Committee secretaries 
of socialist countries’ communist and workers’ parties, in Berlin 


3-5 July 1979 


The delegations of the communist and workers’ 
parties of Bulgaria, Hungary, Vietnam, the 
German Democratic Republic, Cuba, Laos, 
Mongolia, Poland, the Soviet Union and Cze- 
choslovakia represented at the meeting of 
Central Committee secretaries for international 
affairs and ideological questions in the capital 
of the GDR reaffirmed the determination of 
their parties to strengthen solidarity with all 
peoples fighting against the forces of impe- 
rialism and reaction on the basis of the prin- 
ciples of Marxism-Leninism and proletarian 
internationalism, and expressed their convic- 
tion that the achievements of real socialism 
will contribute to new successes for the cause 
of peace, democracy, national freedom and so- 
cial progress. 

On behalf of their parties they placed on re- 
cord their full support for the Vietnamese 
people, who have given a firm rebuff of 
Chinese aggression, in their struggle for peace, 
national independence, sovereignty, territorial 
integrity and socialism. They deem it necessary 
for continued efforts to be made to conduct 
an effective campaign giving general sup- 
port to the Vietnamese people. 

They expressed their solidarity with the Lao 
People’s Democratic Republic, which is 
fighting to defeat the machinations and sub- 
versive provocations of imperialist and reac- 
tionary forces and striving to carry out far- 
reaching political and social changes and build 
up socialism. They hailed the new Kampuchea 
whose people, acting under the leadership of 
their sole legitimate government, the People’s 
Revolutionary Council of Kampuchea, have set 
about rebuilding their country on a truly de- 
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mocratic basis following the overthrow of the 
tyrannical Pol-Pot regime. 

It was emphasized that Peking’s hegemonic 
great-power ambitions, which imperialism is 
exploiting in this struggle against socialism, 
constitute a threat to the security of all peoples, 
specifically the peoples of South East Asia, 
and are in flagrant contradiction to the Chinese 
people’s own interests. 

The fraternal parties strongly condemned the 
imperialist and colonialist provocations direct- 
ed against those Asian and African peoples 
who have opted for a socialist orientation, 
and expressed solidarity with their struggle. 
They placed on record their solidarity with the 
Nicaraguan people’s struggle to overthrow the 
dictatorial regime ruling their country and to 
bring freedom and independence to their 
homeland and denounced imperialist attempts 
at military intervention, which would represent 
a gross violation of the principles of peaceful 
coexistence and run counter to the interests of 
détente. 

The delegations made a renewed pledge of 
firm support for the Arab peoples, notably for 
the Arab people of Palestine, stressing as im- 
portant the fact that the majority of Arab 
countries had rejected the Egyptian—Israeli 
separate deal negotiated under the patronage 
of Washington. They affirmed their solidarity 
with the peoples of Namibia, Zimbabwe and 
South Africa in their struggle against im- 
perialism and for the assertion and defence 
of national rights, for peace and social pro- 
gress. 


Neues Deutschland, 7-8 July 1979 


Message of greeting sent by the General Secretary of the Central 
Committee of the Socialist Unity Party of Germany and Chairman 
of the Council of State of the GDR, Erich Honecker, to the Chairman 
of the Organization of African Unity, Dr William R. Tolbert jr. 


19 July 1979* 


On behalf of the Council of State and the 
people of the German Democratic Republic I 
convey to you cordial congratulations on your 
election as chairman of the Organization of 
African Unity. I wish you creative energy and 
success in your high office devoted to the 
noble objectives of the Organization. 

I take this opportunity to send to the repre- 
sentatives of the independent states and peo- 
ples of the African continent warmest greetings 
and best wishes for the success of the sixteenth 
Summit Conference in Monrovia of the heads 
of state and government of the member states 
of the OAU. 

The Organization of African Unity plays an 
important part in the efforts the African states 
are making to consolidate their national in- 
dependence and in the struggle of the African 
states and peoples against colonialism, racial 
oppression and neo-colonial exploitation. 

The GDR, which itself emerged from the 
struggle against fascism and racism, has over 
the almost 30 years of its existence always 
given selfless support to the African peoples 
in their struggle against colonialism and racism 
and for national independence and progress. 
On behalf of the people of the GDR I would 
like to assure you, the representatives of the 
African states, of our continued active soli- 
darity. The GDR is prepared to strengthen and 
deepen, also in the future, cooperation with 
the African states in the spirit of friendship, 
understanding and mutual benefit. 

Your conference is facing tasks of historic 
significance. The struggle for the elimination 
of the last bulwarks of colonialism and racism 
has reached a dramatic stage. The GDR firmly 
sides with the patriots of Zimbabwe who under 
the leadership of the Patriotic Front are strug- 


gling for genuine independence, freedom and 
progress, against the establishment of a pup- 
pet regime and against neo-colonial solutions. 
We also support the South West Africa Peo- 
ple’s Organization in its just struggle as the 
vanguard of the Namibian people. The unity of 
all patriotic and democratic forces of Africa 
will cause the racist regimes’ designs to fall. 
The GDR strictly keeps to the sanctions against 
these regimes and will, also in the future, 
actively support the struggle of the patriots 
of South Africa and the African National Con- 
gress. 

The GDR appreciates all efforts aiming at con- 
solidating the unity of all anti-imperialist 
forces in Africa. We, too, attach great im- 
portance to the peaceful settlement of con- 
flicts and disputes between African states and 
to the development of good-neighbourly re- 
lations on the basis of the principles laid down 
in the Charter of the Organization of African 
Unity. 

In the GDR we note with satisfaction the in- 
creasing importance of the constructive parti- 
cipation of African states in the solution of 
basic international issues such as securing 
peace, the expansion of détente to all re- 
gions of the earth, arms limitation and dis- 
armament. Permit me to express my certainty 
that the sixteenth Summit Conference of the 
Organization of African Unity will make an 
important contribution towards solving such 
vital issues of our time. 

Would Your Excellency please convey my best 
regards to the heads of state and govern- 
ment attending the Conference and accept my 
best wishes for your own well-being. 


Neues Deutschland, 19 July 1979 
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Joint declaration of the Solidarity Committee of the GDR, the Peace 
Council of the GDR and the GDR Committee for the UN Decade 
of Action to Combat Racism and Racial Discrimination, to mark the Day 


of Solidarity with the People of Namibia 


25-26 August 1979* 


On the occasion of the Day of Solidarity with 
the People of Namibia the Solidarity Commit- 
tee of the GDR, the Peace Council of the 
GDR and the GDR Committee for the UN 
Decade of Action to Combat Racism and Racial 
Discrimination convey fraternal campaigning 
greetings to the Namibian people and its 
legitimate representative, the South West Af- 
rica People’s Organization. 

The people of the German Democratic Re- 
public energetically condemn the continued 
illegal occupation of Namibia by South Africa 
as an act of aggression against the Namibian 
people. At the same time, it condemns all 
attempts to force upon Namibia, by way of 
an “internal settlement”, a puppet regime sub- 
missive to South Africa as a manoeuvre to 
preserve a system of colonial and racial op- 
pression and barbarous exploitation of the 
Namibian people by the South African racist 
regime and imperialist monopolies, in defiance 
of international law. 

We condemn those NATO states which, under 
the pretext of “‘negotiations on peaceful solu- 
tions’, have enabled the racists to establish 
new factors in implementing their plans 
directed against genuine self-determination of 
the Namibian people. While holding sham 
elections and appointing a body of puppet 
politicians going by the name of a “National 
Assembly”, terror against the people of Nami- 
bia has escalated, martial law has been im- 


posed on large areas of the country, thousands 
of officials and supporters of SWAPO have 
been arrested, people have been massacred 
and the racists have continued to step up their 
assaults on neighbouring countries. Whilst ver- 
bally denouncing racial oppression and apart- 
heid, in -truth the imperialist powers want to 
preserve and expand their spheres of influence 
and rescue the profits of their monopolies. 

In keeping with Security Council Resolu- 
tion 385 and the resolutions of the UN General 
Assembly we demand the withdrawal of South 
Africa from Namibia, the release of all political 
prisoners, the implementation of the right of 
the Namibian people to self-determination and 
the guarantee of the territorial integrity of the 
country. 

The people of the GDR welcome the successes 
scored by the people of Namibia under the 
leadership of its vanguard SWAPO in its hard 
and bitter legitimate struggle for its right to 
self-determination and genuine independence. 
At the side of other states of the socialist 
community and all progressive forces through- 
out the world, the GDR will continue to render 
active help and support to SWAPO in its 
struggle for the implementation of the right 
to self-determination and true independence 
of the Namibian people, which is now entering 
its decisive stage. 


Neues Deutschland, 25/26 August 1979 


Reply of the GDR government to the memorandum of the 
UN Secretary-General PO 230 SOAF (2-2-4) of 21 March 1979 
regarding the South African government's apartheid policy 


4 September 1979 


The German Democratic Republic is firmly at 
the side of the peoples of southern Africa 
fighting for the abolition of the remnants of 
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colonialism, racism and apartheid. Its political, 
diplomatic and material support goes out to the 
peoples of Namibia, Zimbabwe and South Af- 


rica and their national liberation movements 
who are campaigning for independence and 
self-determination. This principled position 
was reaffirmed by Erich Honecker, General 
Secretary of the Central Committee of the 
Socialist Unity Party of Germany and Chair- 
man of the Council of State of the German 
Democratic Republic, during his visit to Africa 
in February 1979. 

The German Democratic Republic most 
energetically condemns the apartheid policy 
of the South African racist regime which 
ignores all human rights and is threatening 
peace and international security. In accordance 
with Resolution 418 (1977) of the UN Security 
Council, the socialist German state maintains 
no political, economic, military or other rela- 
tions with the apartheid regime. At the United 
Nations, the German Democratic Republic has 
always consistently supported the demands for 
the elimination of apartheid and all forms of 
racial discrimination and worked for an ef- 
fective isolation of the racists. And this it 
will continue to do in future. 


The German Democratic Republic regards it 
as urgently necessary to firmly implement the 
arms embargo imposed upon South Africa, to 
extend it to all military fields and to adopt 
sanctions in the economic field against the 
apartheid regime under Chapter VII of the UN 
Charter. 

It supports emphatically the call to the UN 
Security Council to condemn all military or 
nuclear cooperation with the apartheid re- 
gime as a threat to peace and international 
security and to take effective measures pre- 
venting South Africa from laying its hands 
on nuclear weapons. 

The Permanent Representation of the GDR at 
the United Nations requests this memorandum 
be circulated as a document of the Security 
Council. 


Archives of the Ministry of Foreign Afttairs 
of the GDR 


Message of greeting sent by the General Secretary of the Central 
Committee of the Socialist Unity Party of Germany and Chairman 
of the GDR Council of State, Erich Honecker, to the Chairman 

of the VI Conference of Heads of State and Government 

of Non-Aligned States, Fidel Castro Ruz, in Havana* 


7 September 1979 


On behalf of the people and the Council of 
State of the German Democratic Republic as 
well as in my own name I send the Sixth Con- 
ference of Heads of State or Government of 
Non-Aligned Countries cordial greetings and 
best wishes for a successful course. 

The movement of non-alignment has become 
a major factor in international life. We highly 
esteem the positive impact of that movement 
on the solution of the basic issues of our 
time. 

The German Democratic Republic follows with 
great attention and sympathy all constructive 
efforts of the non-aligned states in the inter- 
ests of universal peace, détente and a dem- 
Ocratic transformation of international re- 


lations. As is well-known our country itself 
is situated in an area of tension that is of 
decisive importance for the question of war 
or peace. The GDR’s historic experience over 
the past 30 years fully confirms that peace 
and détente are of vital importance for na- 
tional construction and for the development 
of the economic, social and cultural life of the 
nations. 

Today the main danger to peace and inter- 
national détente emanates from the continued 
and intensified arms race. The SALT II Treaty 
on the Limitation of Offensive Strategic 
Weapons, which was recently signed by the 
USSR and the USA, offers new opportunities 
of undertaking further steps to limit and re- 
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duce this danger. In its efforts for the termina- 
tion of the arms race and for effective dis- 
armament steps the German Democratic Re- 
public is aware of its agreement with the 
majority of the non-aligned states and with 
peace-loving mankind. By limiting the arms 
race by disarmament measures large funds 
would be set free which could benefit peaceful 
and creative purposes and helf accelerate the 
economic and social progress in Asian, African 
and Latin American countries. 

The German Democratic Republic consistently 
stands by all those who fight for political and 
economic independence, for the guaranty of 
the national rights of the peoples, and against 
aggression and oppression by imperialist, 
colonial and racist forces. The GDR decisively 


supports the peoples’ right to determine their 
own fate and to resist policies of aggression 
and interference. She considers vigilance, con- 
sistent efforts and united action of all peace- 
loving and progressive forces of the world 
imperative. 

I take the opportunity to confirm that the Ger- 
man Democratic Republic will continue to 
consistently support the struggle of the non- 
aligned states for the strict respect of 
sovereignty, non-interference in internal af- 
fairs, respect of the territorial integrity of 
States and their frontiers, of the principles of 
peaceful settlement of international conflicts. 


Foreign Affairs Bulletin No. 25, 7 September 1979 


From the policy statement presented by the Minister of Foreign Affairs 
of the GDR, Oskar Fischer, to the XXXIV session of the 


UN General Assembly 


1 October 1979 


International security requires the un- 
ambiguous willingness of all states mutually to 
respect their fundamental rights and legitimate 
interests and to work collectively so that peace 
be guaranteed for good. This, in essence, is 
the categorical imperative of our time. The 
resulting actions, which are interdependent, are 
clearly definable. 

First, the arms race must be stopped and dis- 
armament must be advanced by concrete steps 
in order for political détente to be backed up 
materially. 

Secondly, the political and legal pillars of 
peaceful coexistence must be reinforced, trust 
among states must be strengthened and dis- 
putes between states must be solved in con- 
formity with the United Nations Charter, that 
is, peacefully. 

Thirdly, colonial and racist oppression must 
be eliminated and the right of peoples to self- 
determination must be ensured. 

Fourthly, mutually beneficial international co- 
operation must be developed as comprehen- 
sively as possible and must include the esta- 
blishment of economic relations on an equal 
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footing. That decision cannot be the pre- 
rogative of a few; rather, the United Nations, 
this world-embracing Organization, is called 
upon to redouble its efforts in this regard. 
Also, the world Organization should carefully 
see to it that no one can threaten or use mili- 
tary force to secure the supply of its energy 
and raw material needs. 

As a socialist state, the German Democratic 
Republic, aware of the past and present, keeps 
an open mind on these tasks. The principles 
of international law are enshrined in its Con- 
stitution and determine its daily practical 
policy. When it was founded almost exactly 
30 years ago, the country’s first President, Wil- 
helm Pieck, pledged: We shall scrupulously 
fulfil all obligations of the Potsdam Agreement. 
In that way we want to regain the trust of 
the world and to rejoin the community of 
peace-loving, democratic peoples. 

On the eve of the thirtieth anniversary of the 
founding of our state. I can say that the 
people of the German Democratic Republic 
has redeemed that pledge. Siding with all 
peace-loving states, it persistently pursues the 
course of international security and coexistence 


in peace. Just like all other peoples, we need 
peace not only to secure, but also to augment, 
what we have accomplished. 

International security requires, first of all, arms 
limitation and disarmament. The tenth special 
session of the United Nations General As- 
sembly elevated this conclusion to the rank 
of maxim recognized by all states. We do not 
want to, and must not, tolerate tremendous 
creative potential and huge material resources 
being used to conceive and manufacture more 
and more cruel means of warfare. The arms 
race is no law of nature. It is in the hands of 
man alone whether to manufacture weapons or 
produce goods for everyday needs. The social- 
ist states do everything in their power to achieve 
disarmament. They work hard and systematic- 
ally for practical measures. We have noted with 
satisfaction that the non-aligned states reaf- 
firmed at Havana the intention of bringing 
their growing international weight to bear to 
this end. 

And, as the World Peace Council’s activities, 
for example, at the United Nations in New 
York in 1978 showed, civic forces too have an 
important word to say in defending the vital 
interests of peoples. In this way it will be 
possible to realize, step by step, the old hu- 
manist idea of eternal peace as an alternative 
to war and armament. 


We who are committed to preventing the out- 
break of a third world war, welcome the pro- 
posal put forward by the USSR to condemn 
from this rostrum hegemonic policies in all 
their manifestations. We view this as a suit- 
able means of strengthening the principles of 
the United Nations Charter and of urging 
their implementation. Unqualified respect for 
the sovereign equality of all states and the 
protection of their independence are essential 
for this Organization to be able to fulfil its 
great tasks. We support the Soviet proposal 
because we are conscious of the commitment 
to peace, which our workers’ and farmers’ 
state solemnly declared after Hitler fascism, 
the epitome of hegemonism at its worst, was 
crushed. 

Unresolved international conflicts and gross 
violations of the Charter of the United Na- 
tions impair international security. Moreover, 
there are certain circles which are arrogant 
enough to claim for themselves a ‘‘right to 
undertake punitive action’. Aggression was 


launched against the Socialist Republic of 
Vietnam which is a close friend of the German 
Demorcatic Republic. Only determined de- 
fence and world-wide international solidarity 
with those attacked stopped that wanton 
act. 

The unending attempts to take advantage of 
the refugee problem in South East Asia also 
cause us concern. This problem was created as 
a result of the imperialist policy of aggression 
in order to destabilize the situation in the re- 
gion. It is obvious that someone has pulled 
the wires, namely the same forces who want 
to halt peaceful construction in Vietnam, Laos, 
Kampuchea and other states. 

We express solidarity with the peoples of 
Indochina, who are defending resolutely their 
right to national self-determination and peace 
in their region. The seat of Kampuchea here in 
this Organization belongs to the People’s Re- 
public of Kampuchea. It has been proved over 
and over again that the principles of the Char- 
ter of the United Nations form the appropriate 
basis upon which to solve problems between 
states. If that basis is rejected, no lasting so- 
lution is possible. Thus, as everyone can see, 
the separate agreement in the Middle East has 
only aggravated the situation. The conflict 
area is being turned into a huge arsenal of 
most modern weaponry. New aggressive acts 
against Arab states are threatening. Lebanon’s 
sovereignty is being trampled upon. Israel’s 
withdrawal from all territories occupied since 
1967 and the guarantee of the Palestinian 
people’s right to self-determination, including 
the right to form a state of their own, remain 
fundamental prerequisites for peace and se- 
curity of all states in the Middle East. 

The decissions adopted by the world Organiza- 
tion do not permit of its involvement in se- 
paratist manoeuvres which, as even their ad- 
vocates have come to realize, have led us into 
a blind alley, because by such manoeuvres the 
rights of the Palestinian people are ignored. 
Our particular solidarity is with the just strug- 
gle of the Palestine Liberation Organization, 
the sole legitimate representative of the Pales- 
tinian people. 

Also in regard to Cyprus, it is necessary to 
implement the United Nations decisions, in 
consistency with its Charter, so as to enable 
the Cypriot people to live in peace. 

The GDR supports the people of Afghanistan 
in their efforts to build up a new life for 
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themselves, free from colonial exploitation 
and foreign interference. 

With the same measure of sympathy and soli- 
darity, we have been following the revolu- 
tionary events in Nicaragua whose represen- 
tative impressed this forum with his state- 
ment. 

The conflict in southern Africa is a permanent 
threat to peace and security, and not only in 
that region. To eliminate that source of con- 
flict, the unimpeded implementation of the 
right to self-determination of the peoples in 
southern Africa, and the complete liberation 
of that continent from racism, colonialism 
and neo-colonialism will be needed. 

No lasting solution of this problem can be 
achieved until the peoples of Zimbabwe and 
Namibia attain genuine independence and 
power is transferred to their legitimate rep- 
resentatives, the Patriotic Front and the 
South West Africa People’s Organization 
(SWAPO), respectively. The German Demo- 
cratic Republic persistently denounces all at- 
tempts to set up illegal regimes in those 
countries, and it calls urgently for the en- 
forcement of the sanctions imposed by the 
United Nations against Rhodesia and for ef- 
fective sanctions against South Africa to be 
adopted by the Security Council of the United 
Nations. 

The German Democratic Republic emphati- 
cally condemns the continuing acts of aggres- 
sion committed by the racist regimes against 
Angola, Mozambique, Zambia and other na- 
tions. As Erich Honecker stressed during his 
tour of some African states earlier this year, 
the peoples of Africa in their difficult struggle 
can rely firmly upon the GDR and the other 
states of the socialist community. 

The resolution of global issues affecting man- 
kind requires a greater degree of cooperation 
under the United Nations system so that hun- 
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ger and epidemics may be eradicated, prob- 
lems of energy supply and environmental pro- 
tection solved and new areas of activity open- 
ed up to mankind. This is closely related to 
the efforts to strengthen international security. 
Is it not essentially the same problem that we 
are addressing ourselves to in restructuring 
international economic relations on a demo- 
cratic basis? The perpetuation of the neo- 
colonialist division of labour in the interests 
of international corporations is a source of 
conflict. It is not least because of these funda- 
mental considerations that—as was reaffirmed 
at the fifth session of the United Nations 
Conference on ‘Trade and Development 
(UNCTAD)-the GDR backs the developing 
countries’ insistence on the removal of old 
imperialist dependencies. In this context, it is 
the inalienable right of all states and peoples 
to exercise control over their natural resour- 
ces. 

The Charter of the United Nations, Mr Presi- 
dent, commits the Organization to enhancing 
its role for the maintenance and deepening of 
international security. The Security Council 
bears special responsibility. The composition 
and operation of this principal organ are up 
to date and make cooperation possible, indeed 
necessary, among the permanent members of 
the Security Council, which are also nuclear 
weapon states. 

At a time of sharpening confrontation about 
the future course of international events, 
many people have pinned their hopes on the 
United Nations. This Organization should and 
can bring its weight to bear for the benefit 
of good relations among states. The German 
Democratic Republic, for its part, will make 
its contribution to that end. 


Archives of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
of the GDR 


Fourth periodical report of the GDR regarding the implementation 
of the International Convention on the Elimination of All Forms 


of Racial Discrimination 


Ref.: Memorandum of the UN Secretary-General G/SO 237/2 (2) 


4 October 1979 


In its previous reports, the German Demo- 
cratic Republic furnished detailed information 
on the legal principles designed to ensure the 
full implementation of the Convention within 
its own jurisdiction .as well as on how the 
GDR society is applying these principles in 
practical life. The present report contains ad- 
ditional information, which deals, in particu- 
lar, with the questions raised when the Com- 
mittee on the Elimination of Racial Discrimi- 
nation was discussing the GDR’s third re- 
port. 


1. The Government and the people of the Ger- 
man Democratic Republic most strongly con- 
demn all forms of racial discrimination, ex- 
ploitation and oppression, especially the peace- 
imperilling and inhuman policy of the South 
African regime of apartheid, and stand up for 
their complete and unconditional elimination. 
Since it was founded 30 years ago, the GDR 
has firmly sided with the peoples fighting 
against imperialism, colonialism, neo-colonial- 
ism, racism and apartheid. 

Events of eminent importance to the GDR’s 
increasingly closer ties of anti-imperialist co- 
operation with states and peoples in Africa 
were the visits which party and state delega- 
tions headed by Erich Honecker, General Sec- 
retary of the Central Committee of the Social- 
ist Unity Party of Germany and Chairman of 
the Council of State, paid to Libya, Angola, 
Zambia, Mozambique and Ethiopia in 1979. 
In the discussions he had during these visits 
with the leaders of the said countries, the pre- 
sidents of southern African national liberation 
movements, and the Secretary-General of the 
OAU, Erich Honecker reaffirmed the German 
Democratic Republic’s readiness to continue 
extending political, moral and material soli- 
darity to the African peoples in their struggle 
for freedom and independence and against 
colonialism, racism and apartheid. 

Among all upright men and women who are 
committed to this fight, there is an ever grow- 


ing determination to put an end to imperial- 
ism’s practices of exploitation and oppression 
everywhere in the world. The German Demo- 
cratic Republic rejoices at the patriotic forces’ 
clear election victory in Zimbabwe and at the 
achievement of that country’s independence. 
The racists and colonialists who had for many 
years been falsifying and manipulating the 
people’s views, were given a firm rebuff 
thanks to the tireless struggle of the Zimbab- 
wean patriots and to the support and assist- 
ance extended to them by the front-line states, 
the OAU and the socialist countries. The GDR 
has recognized Zimbabwe as a free and inde- 
pendent state and it is prepared to develop 
friendly relations with it. 

In the peoples’ struggle for the final elimina- 
tion of colonial and racial exploitation and 
oppression, the German Democratic Republic 
sees an integral part of the fight of all pro- 
gressive forces for international peace and 
security, for disarmament and social progress. 
If the threat to peace in southern Africa is to 
be removed, the South African regime of 
apartheid has to be effectively isolated in the 
international arena and the peoples of South 
Africa and Namibia rendered unqualified sup- 
port in their efforts to secure the realization 
of their legitimate rights. That regime’s step- 
ped-up acts of aggression against sovereign 
African States, its plots and intrigues to per- 
petuate its illegal rule in Namibia, and its 
drive for nuclear weapons, which has drama- 
tically heightened the threat it is posing to 
world peace—all these developments require 
resolute action. The German Democratic Re- 
public fully backs up the demands for enforce- 
ment measures to combat the racists’ policy 
of using violence, as contained in relevant 
decisions and resolutions of the United Na- 
tions. The GDR is strictly complying with all 
Security Council decisions imposing sanctions 
on the apartheid state and it has no relations 
whatsoever with the latter. A member of the 
Security Council and the Special Committee 
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Against Apartheid, the German Democratic 
Republic has come out in favour of effective 
economic sanctions, a comprehensive arms 
embargo and the suppression of any kind of 
nuclear collaboration with the regime of apart- 
heid. 

Particularly in the International Anti-Apart- 
heid Year proclaimed by the United Nations, 
the German Democratic Republic, true to the 
humanist character of socialist society, con- 
vincingly proved its solidarity with the fight- 
ing peoples in southern Africa and all other 
anti-colonialist and anti-racist forces in the 
world. The solidarity movement, which in- 
volves all segments of the people, has gained 
unprecedented breadth and diversity. Through 
specific measures, which were coordinated by 
a governmental commission headed by the 
country’s First Deputy Prime Minister, the 
GDR has helped to make the Anti-Apartheid 
Year a stimulant to provide further support 
and assistance to peoples struggling for the 
realization of their legitimate right to self- 
determination and independence. 


2. The guarantee of equal civil, political, eco- 
nomic, social and cultural rights to all citizens 
and the prohibition of discrimination in any 
form are fundamental principles of socialist 
society in the GDR. Racist ideologies and 
practices are utterly alien to GDR people. The 
country’s Constitution and entire legal system 
are, in accordance with the Convention, based 
on the principles of equality without distinc- 
tion as to race, ideology or religious belief as 
well as on the inadmissibility of discrimina- 
tion in any form. The existing social ownership 
of the means of production, the absence of ex- 
ploitation of man by man and the exercise of 
power by and for the people safely ensure 
that citizens can enjoy their rights in condi- 
tions of complete equality. Laws or other re- 
gulations inconsistent with these principles do 
not exist in the GDR, nor are there any organ- 
izations or movements of a racist character. 
They cannot possibly exist in this country 
given the humanist nature of socialist society, 
which has made any manifestations of racial 
discrimination impossible by doing away with 
its root causes—political, economic and ideo- 
logical. Discrimination in any form is prohibit- 
ed in all spheres of society, which, conse- 
quently, applies also to all public authorities 
and public institutions, national and local, re- 
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ferred to in Article 2 of the Convention. This 
is due to the fact that, like all other provisions 
of the GDR Constitution, the non-discrimina- 
tion principle embodied in its Article 20 is 
direct and binding law, as provided by its 
Article 105. 

As required by Article 4 of the Convention, 
all propaganda which is based on ideas or 
theories of superiority of one race or group 
of persons of one colour or ethnic origin, or 
which attempts to justify or promote racial 
hatred or discrimination in any form has been 
declared an offence punishable by law. 
Section 91 of the Penal Code of the GDR pro- 
vides: 

‘‘(1) A person who undertakes to persecute, 
expel, wholly or partially destroy national, 
ethnic, racial or religious groups or to commit 
other inhuman acts against such groups is 
liable to not less than five years imprison- 
ment. 

(2) A person who thereby intentionally causes 
particularly serious consequences is liable to 
life imprisonment or the death penalty.” 
From the language used to describe the ele- 
ments of this offence it is apparent that any- 
one who in any way whatsoever, whether act- 
ing alone or as a member of a group or organ- 
ization, participates in the commission of such 
an offence must be prosecuted as offender. 
This corresponds, at the same time, with the 
relevant provisions of the Convention on the 
Non-Applicability of Statutory Limitations to 
War Crimes and Crimes against Humanity. 
Fascist propaganda and incitement of hatred 
against other peoples or races are punishable 
acts under Section 92 of the Penal Code, which 
reads: 

‘‘(1) A person who engages in fascist propa- 
ganda or in such manifestations of hatred 
against peoples or races as are apt to incite 
others to the preparation or commission of a 
crime against humanity shall be liable to be- 
tween two and ten years imprisonment. 

(2) A person who commits such a crime in an 
organized manner or who, for the purpose of 
its commission, forms an organization or 
group, shall be liable to not less than three 
years imprisonment. 

(3) Preparations for, and attempts at com- 
mitting, such crimes shall be punishable.” 
Attention is drawn specifically to paragraph 
(2) of the above-quoted Section, which implies 
that forming groups or organizations that pro- 


mote fascist propaganda or incite hatred 
against other peoples or races is deemed to 
aggravate the respective basic offence. 
According to Section 106, para. 1, sub-para- 
graph 5, of the Penal Code, a person who 
glorifies fascism or militarism or incites racial 
hatred is liable to between one and eight years 
imprisonment. Furthermore, in Section 140, 
the Penal Code declares as punishable any in- 
sult or defamation against another person, 
which is based on his or her belonging to an- 
other people, nation or race. A person is also 
liable to punishment when publicly making 
statements of a fascist, racist, militarist or re- 
vanchist nature or when using, disseminating 
or putting up symbols of such nature (cf. Sec- 
tion 220, para. 3, of the Penal Code). 

In the German Democratic Republic, mani- 
festations of racial discrimination have no 
basis whatsoever and there exist profound 
feelings of friendship and understanding to- 
wards other peoples and races among all sec- 
tions of its people. The objective social condi- 
tions and the socialist legislation ensure to all 
citizens effective and complete equality in 
exercising their rights and in fulfilling their 
duties. So far, there has been no contravention 
of any of the GDR’s legal provisions prohibit- 
ing acts of racial discrimination: No competent 
public authority has had cause to deal with 
instances of discrimination, nor is there any 
case on record of a public authority or social 
organization having engaged in racial dis- 
crimination. Even so, the GDR has taken the 
necessary legislative precautions to ensure 
that, if any act of racial discrimination was 
ever to be committed within its jurisdiction, 
the offender will be proceeded against and the 
injured party receive just and adequate re- 
paration or satisfaction. The fundamental 
rights and duties of citizens, as laid down in 
the Constitution, are based on the principle 
that each right applies equally to all and that 
discrimination on whatever grounds is illegal. 
A comprehensive system of means of legal 
protection which public authorities must grant 
ex officio to every citizen, obligates such au- 
thorities to prevent any discrimination and 
entitles every individual to request from such 
authorities protection and assistance against 
any discrimination he may have suffered or 
claim to have suffered. Should any of his vest- 
ed rights ever be violated, a citizen, irrespec- 
tive of his race or origin, is completely free to 
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exhaust the remedies available under the legal 
protection system and to take the matter to 
court. In the German Democratic Republic, 
the principle according to which all citizens 
are equal before the law and before the courts 
implies that everyone is entitled to be treated 
in court on an equal footing with all other 
citizens, both in rights and duties. All laws 
regulating the administration of justice by 
GDR courts provide this as a basic norm. The 
German Democratic Republic gives each of its 
citizens full legal guarantees which ensure 
that any criminal, civil, family or labour case 
in which he may be involved is tried and de- 
cided publicly and in his presence by an inde- 
pendent and impartial court composed as re- 
quired by law and competent, both locally and 
materially, to deal with the matter in ques- 
tion. 

Moreover, every individual is, in many forms, 
given advice about legal matters and granted 
legal assistance in defending his interests in 
court. For instance, district courts supply, 
without charge, information on questions of 
socialist law and on how citizens can best as- 
sert their legally protected interests and 
rights. Where legal proceedings have been 
taken for the enforcement of claims, the court 
seized of the case has to advise the parties 
thereto on their rights and duties and to assist 
them in the exercise thereof. An accused per- 
son’s right to defence is fully guaranteed at 
all stages of his trial. Similarly, every citizen 
involved in civil, family or labour cases may 
have his legally protected rights and interests 
represented by counsel. 

When a lawsuit has come to an end, recourse 
may be had to various kinds of remedies. For 
instance, where the court of first instance 
having convicted a person on a criminal 
charge has been a district court or a county 
court, the convicted person may challenge the 
judgment and the punishment it may involve 
by lodging an “appeal” (Berufung). A pro- 
curator may, in such cases, file a ‘‘protest”. 
Any judgment may be challenged by lodging 
a “complaint” (Beschwerde) provided the 
court concerned has, in rendering such judg- 
ment, functioned as a court of first instance. 
Also persons who suffered damage as a result 
of an offence have the right of “complaint” 
against any decisions by which they them- 
selves are concerned. Judgments passed in the 
first instance in civil, family or labour matters 
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likewise admit of “appeal” (Berufung) as well 
as of ‘protest’. 


3. In the first few years, the Sorbs, the coun- 
try’s only ethnic and linguistic minority, have 
continued, both individually and collectively, 
to develop steadily as free and equal citizens. 
In all spheres of the State and of society, GDR 
citizens of Sorb nationality participate, on an 
equal footing with GDR citizens of German 
nationality, in building the advanced socialist 
society. In particular, they cooperate con- 
sciously in the exercise of political power and, 
more specifically, in the activities of elected 
representative bodies of every level. At pre- 
sent, in accordance with the results of the May 
1979 local elections, 2,194 Sorbs are serving 
as district, town or local community council- 
lors in Cottbus County and Dresden County. 
Ninety-six Sorbs are serving as mayors, 61 as 
district court lay judges, and 109 as members 
of elected dispute commissions. Also the 3,478 
Sorb members of standing commissions and 
working parties of elected representative 


bodies at district, town and local community 
level eloquently bespeak the equal coopera- 
tion of this minority in the exercise of State 
power. 

The Sorbs’ cultural festivals organized in the 
various districts of their settlement area in 
1978 and 1979 again demonstrated the cultiva- 
tion and development of their mother tongue 
and culture, as guaranteed by law. The two 
festivals, which involved some 9,300 Sorbs as 
performers or otherwise festive participants, 
were attended by a total of over 100,000 per- 
sons. This illustrates that Sorb culture and art 
have become an integral, though self-sustain- 
ing element of the culture and art of the Ger- 
man Democratic Republic. The Fifth Sorb 
Cultural Festival, which is scheduled to be 
held from 29 May to 1 June 1980, will be an 
impressive manifestation of 30 years of the 
Sorbs’ development in full equality. 


Archives of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
of the GDR 


Speech delivered by GDR representative Dr Rolf Lammerzahl to the 
Third Committee of the XXXIV session of the UN General Assembly 
concerning the implementation of the programme for the UN Decade 
of Action to Combat Racism and Racial Discrimination 


4 October 1979 


Last year’s World Conference to Combat Rac- 
ism and Racial Discrimination struck a balance. 
Its documents—the Declaration and the Pro- 
gramme of Action—have provided guidelines 
for action, outlining clearly and distinctly the 
tasks facing the peoples and States. 

The oppressed peoples, the victims of racist 
discrimination, expect that the States Mem- 
bers of the United Nations adopt. concrete 
measures to implement the Programme of Ac- 
tion. It is imperative for all progressive forces 
to take vigorous and coordinated steps to 
eliminate racism and racial discrimination, 
thus guaranteeing the rights and fundamental 
freedoms of all human beings without distinc- 
tion as to race, colour, background, or national 
or ethnic origin and helping, at the same time, 
to strengthen international peace and security, 


306 


to deepen détente and to achieve disarma- 
ment. 

Racism in our present-day world has many 
faces. Its most overt and most brutal mani- 
festation is the policy of the racist regimes 
in southern Africa, particularly the apartheid 
policy. Racism is reflected in the policy of 
discrimination by Israel’s ruling circles against 
the Arab population in the illegally occupied 
territories. Racism is spreading in a number 
of countries through an upsurge of neo-Nazi 
activities. Racism is apparent in the oppression 
of national minorities and groups of people 
of different colour, as well as in the plight of 
immigrant foreign labour in capitalist coun- 
tries, who have been deprived of their 
rights. 

For all the diversity of manifestations of rac- 


ism, its roots are the same. They lie in the 
greed for profit that is inherent in the exploita- 
tive order of society and that does not stop at 
the rights of individuals and peoples. 

In its Declaration on Races and Racial Preju- 
dice, the United Nations Educational, Scientific 
and Cultural Organization reaffirmed that 
racial prejudice, which is historically related 
to power differentials, which consolidates as 
a result of economic and social differentials 
between individuals and between groups of 
individuals, and which even today seeks to 
justify such differentials, is completely un- 
founded. 

It is with growing concern that international 
public opinion is looking to southern Africa. 
The ruling circles in Pretoria and Salisbury 
are resorting to violence and terror to deny 
the peace-loving peoples of the region their 
legitimate rights to independence and self- 
determination. The system of exploitation and 
oppression which these regimes have estab- 
lished, and their acts of aggression against 
sovereign African States have created a 
dangerous situation. In their efforts to main- 
tain at any cost their dominion over countries 
in southern Africa, the racists, leaning on sup- 
port from NATO circles, are augmenting their 
military potential and reaching for atomic 
weapons. With each passing day it is increas- 
ingly obvious that as long as the racist rule 
is not completely done away with, there will 
be no secure peace in Africa and international 
security will continue to be constantly threat- 
ened. 

It is urgently required, therefore, that the ap- 
proach to be adopted in solving the outstand- 
ing problems be based on the demands of the 
true representatives of the southern African 
peoples: the national liberation movements. 
The negotiations held so far have only 
enabled the racists to gain time. They have 
boycotted the pertinent decisions of the 
United Nations and seek to ensure their posi- 
tions of power by installing docile and obe- 
dient puppets. 

The oft-affirmed will of the peoples of Nami- 
bia, Zimbabwe and South Africa to live free 
from racist exploitation and oppression and 
to embark on a road of development of their 
own choice meets with solidarity from the 
socialist States and, indeed, from all progres- 
Sive forces. 

A major obstacle to the realization of the 
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rights of the peoples of Namibia, Zimbabwe 
and South Africa lies in the broad and syste- 
matic support and assistance for the racist re- 
gimes in southern Africa, extended by impe- 
rialist monopolistic corporations and Western 
powers. The underlying causes of this practice 
which runs counter to relevant decisions and 
resolutions of the United Nations, are mili- 
taro-strategic and profit interests aimed at en- 
suring continued control over the existing 
rich deposits of raw materials and at making 
southern Africa a citadel against the national 
liberation movement. 

By now, some 2,500 Western companies have 
co-operative links with the apartheid State. 
Since 1972 alone, 382 banking establishments, 
chiefly of the United States, the FRG, Great 
Britain, and France, have granted the apart- 
heid State billions of dollars in loans. This 
massive aid enables the racists to continue their 
policy of terror and aggression. It is no secret 
that the coercive machinery of the apartheid 
regime is used for making extra profits and 
that there is a great deal of capitalizing on 
people’s hunger and poverty. Here, wide room 
for activities would ensue for those who arro- 
gate to themselves the function of a judge 
over the realization of human rights. How- 
ever, they are boycotting the Programme for 
Action of the Geneva World: Conference and 
refusing to give their approval to relevant 
resolutions of the United Nations Organiza- 
tion. 

The present documents which relate to the 
agenda items under discussion, furnish fresh 
proof of the fact that it is due to the joint 
action of the anti-colonialist and anti-racist 
forces that today we have a clear notion of 
the nature of racism which is openly snubbing 
the will of the African peoples and the United 
Nations Organization. The policy of racism 
is a challenge to the humanist conscience of 
world public opinion. The response to this 
challenge can logically be deduced from the 
tasks set out in the agenda, namely to take 
stringent measures towards achieving an ef- 
fective international isolation of the racist re- 
gimes. An extensive international boycott of 
the regimes in Pretoria and Salisbury is re- 
quired in the political, economic and military 
fields. At the same time, measures must be 
taken with a view to setting limits to the 
drive of imperialist monopolies for profits. 
In this connexion, we should like to draw 
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attention to resolution 1979/3 which is con- 
tained in the Annex to the present Report of 
ECOSOC, Chapter XXII. In operative para- 
graph 5, it calls once again upon all the 
Governments which have not yet done so to 
take legislative, administrative and other 
measures in respect of their nationals and the 
bodies corporate under their jurisdiction that 
own and operate enterprises in southern 
Africa in order to put an end to such enter- 
prises immediately. 

The struggle for the eliminaton of racism also 
calls for staving off the increasing activities 
of neo-Nazi and neo-fascist organizations in 
Western countries. As expressed in the Report 
of the Committee on the Elimination of Ra- 
cial Discrimination, it was exactly that matter 
the Committee was concerned about. It was 
rightfully underlined that paragraph 10 of the 
declaration adopted by the Conference 
(A/CONF. 92/40), which is dealing with the 
question of neo-Nazi and fascist organizations, 
has to be particularly borne in mind by the 
Committee. 

The German Democratic Republic, which 
came into being with the extirpation of fascism 
and racism, has always supported the just 
struggle of the peoples against colonialism, 
racism and apartheid over the thirty years of 
its existence. Through the complete removal of 
the power of imperialist forces, all forms of 
racism and racial discrimination were de- 
prived of their roots. Our country has learnt 


the right lesson from the painful experience 
the German people has made in the past. In 
our society, there is no place for forces to 
profit by oppression, exploitation and discri- 
mination of other individuals and peoples. It 
guarantees equal rights for all citizens. 

The prohibition of discrimination, and equa- 
lity before the law are integral parts of our 
country’s legal system and fully implemented 
in all spheres of social life. 

It lies within the humanist nature of the so- 
cialist society to lend solidarity and support 
to the just struggle of the peoples for national 
and social liberation. Active solidarity be- 
comes manifest in the multifaceted initiatives 
of all strata of our people. The International 
Anti-Apartheid Year, the Year of Solidarity 
with the People of Namibia and its national 
liberation movement, and international mobi- 
lization against apartheid have been, and will 
be, occasion to strengthen this political, moral 
and material support of the peoples in south- 
ern Africa. Giving its active support to the 
decisions and resolutions of the United Nations 
against racism and apartheid, the German 
Democratic Republic—in the thirtieth year of 
its existence—is once again affirming its firm 
solidarity with fighting Africa, with all vic- 
tims of racist oppression and exploitation. 


Archives of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
of the GDR 


Speech delivered by GDR representative Rainer Fritzsche to the 
Fourth Committee of the XXXIV session of the UN General Assembly 
on the activities of foreign economic and other interests which are 
impeding the implementation of the UN Declaration on the Granting 
of Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples 


10 October 1979 


The struggle for peace, détente, disarmament, 
freedom and social progress has produced 
clearly positive results. The peoples are ever 
more firmly determined to put an end to the 
imperialist, colonialist and neo-colonialist po- 
licy of exploitation and oppression. Bearing 
witness to this are the intensified liberation 
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struggle in southern Africa, the achievement 
of independence by more one-time colonies, 
and not least, the progressive forces’ powerful 
movement of solidarity with those fighting for 
national and social liberation. 

A particularly important role in furthering 
the process of liberation from colonial oppres- 


sion has been played by the Declaration on the 
Granting of Independence to Colonial Coun- 
tries and Peoples. Its reaffirmation of the le- 
gitimacy of the oppressed peoples’ struggle 
for a life in freedom and independence lent 
significant new impetus to this quest. General 
Assembly resolution 1514 (XV), which was 
initiated by the USSR, is as valid and relevant 
in our days as it has been ever before. This is 
evidenced, not least, by the admission to UN 
membership of Saint Lucia, whose represen- 
tative we welcome to the Fourth Committee. 
Up till now, however, the provisions contained 
in the Declaration have not entirely and com- 
prehensively been implemented. Millions of 
people continue to be subjected to colonial 
and racist servitude. Not all peoples have as 
yet succeeded in the realization of their right 
to self-determination and independence. It is 
an undeniable fact that activities of Western 
interests and imperialist monopolies aiding 
the colonial racist regimes in the economic, 
financial, political and military fields are a 
major factor impeding the achievement by 
peoples of their national, political and eco- 
nomic self-determination. 
The non-aligned countries, in the final declara- 
tion of their sixth summit conference, ex- 
pressed the opinion that ‘‘the main reasons for 
the survival of colonialism and racism~in 
open defiance of the decisions of the inter- 
national community, the Security Council and 
the General Assembly of the United Nations— 
was the military, technological, economic, po- 
litical, diplomatic and other forms of aid that 
imperialism gave the racist regimes”. 

Far from discontinued, such aid has even in- 

tensified, and no attempts, however often re- 

peated, at masking or diverting attention from 
it or at playing down its significance can 
obscure this fact. 

From the numerous documents of the Special 

Committee of Twenty-four, the United Nations 

Council for Namibia, the Special Committee 

against Apartheid and the Commission on 

Transnational Corporations, as well as of the 

national liberation movements it is abundantly 

clear that: 

1. aid from imperialist monopolies and the 
policy of Western countries enable the 
racist regimes to persist in their terrorist 
and aggressive policies; 

2. imperialist monopolies, in connivance with 
the racists, are continuing the brutal ex- 


ploitation of African peoples and _ their 
natural resources; 

3. the racist regimes—despite the mandatory 
arms. embargo-—continue to receive arms 
and military equipment manufactured in 
Western countries and can—without let or 
hindrance—produce sophisticated modern 
weaponry under Western licences; and that 

4, imperialist trusts of NATO countries and 
Israel are most intensely involved in financ- 
ing, extending and further developing 
South Africa’s nuclear industry. 

Let me substantiate these statements by the 
following facts: 
Between 1972 and 1978 alone, banking estab- 
lishments, mainly of the United States, the 
FRG, Great Britain and France, extended 
credits and loans to the apartheid regime, 
totalling 5.5 billion U.S. dollars. The Chairman 
of the Special Committee against Apartheid, 
upon releasing the Committee’s report (cf. 
Notes and documents, 5/79), underlined: ‘’For 
too long we have heard certain nations com- 
plain about the lack of human rights in certain 
parts of the world, while they are in fact 
financing the destruction of these rights in 
other parts.” 

Also the illegal regime in Southern Rhodesia, 

in 1978, succeeded in obtaining over 150 mil- 

lion pound sterling in secret loans to meet its 

warfare expenses, which, by now, stand at a 

record 650,000 pound sterling a day. 

Trade between imperialist powers and South 

Africa, resting on a sure foundation in the 

form of State guarantees, has been drastically 

expanding. A study on U.S.-South African 
trade (cf. Notes and documents, 20/79) gives 
the following appraisal: 

“1. The equipment serves as an important 

source of technology. 

2. The pattern of South Africa imports in- 
dicates that some of the equipment is 
directly employed in South Africa’s ap- 
paratus to control the black 87 per cent of 
the population. 

3. Some imports provide direct contributions 
to South Africa’s military capabilities, 
both within South Africa and in attacks on 
neighbouring countries.” , 

It is no secret that imperialist monopolies have 

been making super profits as a result of their 

activities in colonially and racially oppressed 
southern Africa. In fact, the racist regimes 
offer them most favourable capital increment 
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conditions. The report of the Committee of 
24 contains the following statement: ‘’Avail- 
able data show that one third to one half of the 
gross domestic product of Namibia is repa- 
triated annually in the form of profits and 
dividends accruing to foreign shareholders in 
South Africa, Canada, the United Kingdom 
and the United States of America and else- 
where. As a result of the low wages paid and 
the repressive apartheid system the African 
standard of living remains severely depres- 
sed.” (doc. A/34/23, part II) 

The collaboration in the military field gives 
rise to particular concern. Transnational cor- 
porations of both NATO countries and Israel 
are helping in many ways to enlarge and build 
up the racists’ war machinery. There is hardly 
any type of weapons which is not produced 
in South Africa with the assistance of capital 
funds or licences from the West. The selec- 
tion of these weapons is colourful and ranges 
from submachine guns to such highly sophis- 
ticated weaponry as interceptors and war- 
ships. Names like Lockheed, Rolls Royce, Das- 
sault, Bosch, Siemens and BMW, to mention 
but a few, can be listed substitutionally for 
more than two thousand corporations which 
do business in South Africa. The racists in 
Southern Rhodesia have received, through sec- 
ret channels, new military hardware for their 
aggressive army, including 11 US-designed 
Bell 205 helicopters, 20 Cessna aircraft and 
50 Alouette helicopters (doc. A/AC.109/ 
L.1284/Add.1). 

The supply of equipment, the transfer of tech- 
nology and the training of scientists and tech- 
nical personnel by imperialist monopolies is 
instrumental in boosting endeavours of the 
apartheid regime to get into possession of 
nuclear weapons. 

The seminar on nuclear collaboration with 
South Africa, held in London from 24 to 25 
February this year, pointed to the dangers of 
this development and called emphatically for 
ending any collaboration with South Africa in 
the nuclear field. Today, there is no doubt left 
that the ruling circles in Pretoria would not 
shrink back from using even nuclear weapons 
for the enforcement of their aggressive policy. 
The removal of this threat is a most urgent 
need at the present time. 

This diversity of facts is telling enough. These 
facts evidence that the racist regimes can rely 
on the support by international financial cir- 
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cles in practicing their policies, which are 
defying international law and endangering 
peace. Enjoying this rear-guard protection, 
they show no readiness to honour United Na- 
tions decisions and resolutions. 

In view of the fact that the activities of trans- 
national corporations in territories still under 
colonial and racist domination are increasingly 
being disapproved, nothing is left undone to 
befog such criminal practices, which are in- 
consistent with international law. 

One can often hear of a so-called social mis- 
sion of monopolies. But neither in South 
Africa nor in Zimbabwe or Namibia have the 
activities of transnational corporations alle- 
viated the plight of the African population. As 
expressed in numerous UN documents, trans- 
national corporations use the racist machinery 
of exploitation and oppression to continue to 
squeeze profit out of the African population. 
This becomes also manifest in the response 
of the South African Congress of Trade Unions 
(SACTU) to the code of conduct adopted by 
the European Economic Community, and its 
recommendations, which were talked up that 
much and which, allegedly, are meant to help 
diminish racist discrimination. The said 
SACTU document states the following: ““We 
do not believe that the EEC Code of Conduct 
was seriously intended to improve conditions 
for black workers in South Africa, nor will it 
do so. For us the intention of the EEC Code 
of Conduct is clear. It is attempting to appease 
the international trade union movement with 
promises of reform, in order to stay the pres- 
sure for economic sanctions against South 
Africa.” (notes and documents, 5/79). 

The evidence of the complicity between West- 
ern reactionary circles and the colonial and 
racist regimes in southern Africa, who all 
share the same basic interests, is irrefutable. 
The manifold actions of anti-colonialist and 
anti-racist forces throughout the world de- 
monstrate that everybody comes to know 
about the social nature of the racist regimes, 
their encouragement and promotion by inter- 
national monopoly capital and the manoeuvres 
of Western circles aimed at rescuing the 
system of oppression and exploitation of the 
peoples in southern Africa. 

The setting up of the Muzorewa-Smith regime 
in Southern Rhodesia, the pushing for an in- 
ternal solution in Namibia, the attempt by im- 
perialist States to replace sanctions of the 


Security Council by negotiations with the 
apartheid regime have nothing to do with the 
implementation of the UN decisions and re- 
solutions concerning the criminal regimes in 
southern Africa. All activities of Western 
quarters in southern Africa are geared to en- 
gage the liberation movements and the Afri- 
can peoples in a lengthy process of negotia- 
tions, to stifle their armed struggle and to 
provide extra time to the racists so that they 
can create accomplished facts. These oft-laud- 
ed models for the rescue of Namibia and Zim- 
babwe are but models to protect the profits 
of monopolies, to ensure imperialist spheres 
of influence and the privileges of colonialists. 
These designs are endangering peace and the 
security of all peoples, and must be opposed 
most resolutely. 

Often, attempts are being made to deny the 
responsibility of States for the activities of 
imperialist monopolies, declaring that the sup- 
port is given by private establishments on 
which, allegedly, the State has no influence. 
There can be no doubt that States are respon- 
sible that from their territories no actions 
are initiated which could infringe upon the 
sovereignty of other States and peoples, nor 
any support whatsoever for colonial and racist 
regimes. 

One of the distinguished delegates said here 
that socialist States sell to and purchase from 
transnational corporations. Remarking this, he 
probably wanted to invalidate the thesis of 
the danger of activities of transnational cor- 
porations in States still under colonial oppres- 
sion, which is advocated by us. It is known 
that. also a good many transnational corpora- 
tions and governments in their sphere of in- 
fluence have tried to inflict damage and loss 
on the socialist States, but the latter are strong 
enough and have gained sufficient experience 
to protect themselves. We are certain that one 
day the peoples still living under the colonial 
yoke will know to defend all their rights, exer- 
cising their right to self-determination. How- 
ever, today they are still victims of the racist 
regimes which collaborate with transnational 
corporations or are propped up by them. For 
this very reason, we are dealing here with 
that matter. We hold that it is a United Na- 
tions commitment to help achieve the peoples’ 
liberation from the colonial yoke and from the 
influence of transnational corporations which 
back up that yoke. 


It is a matter of urgent necessity to imple- 
ment a comprehensive international boycott 
against the racists. 

Measures by the Security Council under 
Chapter VII of the Charter must aim at ending 
collaboration with the racists in the political, 
economic and military fields, as well as at 
terminating the exploitation of human and 
natural resources. The peoples of Namibia, 
Zimbabwe, South Africa and all other peoples 
still under colonial and racist oppression must 
be given the chance to implement their right 
to self-determination and independence. 

It is known that the GDR has been unreserv- 
edly supporting the struggle against racism, 
colonialism and apartheid, and that it does 
not maintain any relations whatsoever to the 
racist regimes. Even the contention made by 
one of the delegates that the GDR was alleg- 
edly exporting goods to South Africa, cannot 
do away with this fact. The question does 
arise here why such false reports are being 
spread around. There is only one answer to it: 
the representatives of certain transnational 
corporations want to divert attention from 
their support to the racist regime in South 
Africa and oppose our demand for sanctions 
to be taken according to Chapter VII of the 
Charter. These are unsuitable attempts, since 
the policy pursued by the GDR is too well- 
known to the States throughout the world, and 
particularly to the African States in the south 
of that continent, as that they could be irritat- 
ed by slander. 

In the thirty years of its existance, the GDR, 
which came into being with the extirpation of 
fascism and racism, has always taken a prin- 
cipled stance in supporting the peoples’ strug- 
gle for national and social liberation. There 
is no room in our society for forces who capi- 
talize on the suppression, exploitation and dis- 
crimination of other persons and peoples. In 
establishing a new socialist society and educat- 
ing the entire people in the spirit of friendship 
among peoples, the struggle against imperial- 
ism, colonialism and racism became an in- 
tegral part of our country’s policy. 

At the festive event on the occasion of the 
thirtieth anniversary of the GDR, the General 
Secretary of the Central Committee of the 
Socialist Unity Party of Germany and Chair- 
man of the Council of State of the GDR, Erich 
Honecker, underlined: “‘It is a logical feature 
of socialist foreign policy that we are always 
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linking up our socialist course of peace closely 
to active solidarity with the fighters on anti- 
imperialist fronts—be it in Africa, Asia or 
Latin America.” The GDR will unswervingly 
continue its policy of displaying solidarity 
and support to, and of co-operating with, the 
national liberation organizations as SWAPO 
of Namibia, the Patriotic Front of Zimbabwe 


and the ANC of South Africa. We consider this 
policy to be a real step towards the im- 
plementation of United Nations decisions and 
resolutions. 


Archives of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
of the GDR 


Joint statement issued by the Solidarity Committee of the GDR 
and the GDR Committee for the UN Decade of Action to Combat Racism 
and Racial Discrimination, to mark the International Day of Solidarity 


with South African Political Prisoners 


11 October 1979 


Joint statement of the GDR Solidarity Com- 
mittee and the GDR Committee for the Dec- 
ade for Action to Combat Racism and Racial 
Discrimination on the day of solidarity with 
the political prisoners in South Africa on 
11 October 1979 

On 11 October 1979, the International Day of 
Solidarity with the political prisoners in South 
Africa, the Solidarity Committee of the Ger- 
man Democratic Republic and the GDR Com- 
mittee for the Decade for Action to Combat 
Racism and Racial Discrimination reiterate 
their deep sympathy and solidarity with all 
South African patriots fighting for their free- 
dom and independence and against the crimi- 
nal régime of apartheid. 

Our fraternal greetings go to the thousands 
of staunch and unbroken fighters who are still 
languishing in prisons, jails and concentration 
camps or have to live in exile. We are sending 
particularly cordial greetings to such out- 
standing freedom fighters as Nelson Mandela, 
Walter Sisulu and Ahmed Kathrada, genuine 
representatives of the oppressed people of 
South Africa, who are detained in the ill- 
famed concentration camp Robben Island be- 
cause they had been fighting for the complete 
elimination of all forms of colonial and racial 
oppression and exploitation. 

Over recent years the rulers of the apartheid 
régime, encouraged by political, diplomatic 
and military support from imperialist States, 
have aggravated their policy of terrorism and 
aggression at home and abroad. Attribute of 
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that criminal policy has been a rising wave 
of imprisonments of patriots, massacres. and 
political assassinations. At the same time, bru- 
tal acts of aggression by the régime of apart- 
heid of South Africa against the neighbouring 
States have been multiplying. 

Evidence of the inhumanity of the apartheid 
régime is, inter alia, the number of executions, 
which has tripled from 1973 to 1978. In de- 
fiance of all protests and appeals of the inter- 
national public and the United Nations, the 
South African patriot Solomon Mahlangu was 
executed. Endless is the crime register of the 
South African racists and immeasurable the 
suffering they have been causing. 

One of the main causes for the subsistence of 
racism and apartheid has been the collabora- 
tion of transnational corporations and impe- 
rialist States with the racist régimes. Resort- 
ing to every means, they are pursuing their 
goals to maintain or expand their economic 
and strategic positions in African economies 
and politics. A particular danger for peace 
arises from their collaboration with the South 
African régime of apartheid in the nuclear 
field. 

This is why we are calling for effective action 
of all States for a worldwide isolation of the 
policy of apartheid and racism, and for com- 
pliance with the arms embargo decided upon 
by the Security Council, including the stop- 
page of any kind of nuclear co-operation, as 
well as effective sanctions in the economic 
area. 


The people of the GDR condemn vigorously 
the neo-colonial practices of transnational 
corporations. 

We resolutely demand the termination of the 
terroist rule of the racists and their puppets 
and the immediate release of all political 
prisoners in South Africa. 

On this day, we reassure all the imprisoned 
patriots of South Africa that we will not relent 


in our efforts for their immediate release. At 
the same time, we manifest again our un- 
qualified support and sympathy for the South 
African people who, led by the ANC, is wag- 
ing a resolute struggle against imperialism 
and racism. 


GDR Solidarity Committee Archives 


Speech delivered by GDR representative Dr Rolf Lammerzahl 
to the Third Committee of the XXXIV session of the UN General 
Assembly regarding the right of peoples to self-determination 


15 October 1979 


The report on agenda item 82, submitted to 
the Committee by the Secretary-General in 
document A/34/367 and its addendum 1, and 
the other documents before us convey many 
interesting aspects, which are indispensable 
for constructive work on this subject. 

In keeping with what was stated in the Ger- 
man Democratic Republic’s reply to the Sec- 
retary-General, contained in document A/34/ 
367/Add. 21, my delegation considers that the 
right of peoples to self-determination em- 
bodied in the Charter of the United Nations, 
the International Covenants on Human Rights, 
the Declaration on the Granting of Indepen- 
dence to Colonial Countries and Peoples and 
in other instruments is one of the cogent 
fundamental principles of contemporary inter- 
national law. It implies the right of peoples 
both to struggle with every means for their 
liberation and to choose freely their path of 
social and economic development. The imple- 
mentation of the peoples’ right to national, 
political and economic self-determination is 
directly related with their efforts to overcome 
colonial and racist exploitation and oppression 
and to restructure international economic rela- 
tions on a democratic basis. Liberation from 
colonialism plus realization of the right to 
self-determination through establishment of 
an independent State is a basic prerequisite 
for the guarantee of human rights. 

It is an established fact—and its truth is being 
borne out anew with each passing day—that 
there can be no secure peace nor any equality- 


based international economic co-operation nor 
any genuine realization of human rights and 
fundamental freedoms for as long as peoples 
continue to suffer under the scourge of 
colonialism, racism, fascism or alien domina- 
tion, to be victims of aggression, or to endure 
the pressure of foreign intervention. 
Successes scored in implementing the right to 
self-determination in accordance with the de- 
mands of the true representatives of the peo- 
ples concerned are successes of the forces 
championing peace and progress, as the recent 
example of Nicaragua showed. Also the ad- 
mission to UN membership of Saint Lucia, 
which we welcomed to this XXXIV General 
Assembly as the world Organization’s 152nd 
member, is reflective of the changes having 
occurred in favour of the forces of peace and 
social progress. 

As clearly evidenced by the documents of the 
sixth summit conference of non-aligned coun- 
tries, the liberated peoples are a_ strong 
potential of the world peace forces and are 
playing an important role in safeguarding the 
peace and strengthening international secu- 
rity. 

We are all witnesses of the deep-running 
changes that are underway on the African con- 
tinent. The determination of the peoples to put 
an end to the imperialist policy of aggression 
and oppression in southern Africa is getting 
ever stronger. The peoples of Namibia, Zim- 
babwe and South Africa, led by their legit- 
imate national liberation organizations and 
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backed by growing solidarity extended to 
them by all progressive forces, have been in- 
tensifying the struggle for the implementa- 
tion of their rights. 

The free African peoples have set out to over- 
come the consequences of a_ centuries-old 
colonial domination. A number of them has 
chosen the way towards deep-going social 
transformations. They strive for freedom to 
bring real benefits to their peoples. Buttres- 
sing their self-determination economically is 
becoming increasingly essential to these coun- 
tries for overcoming colonial and neo-colonial 
relations of dependence. The GDR is sup- 
porting the peoples’ right to take measures, 
unrestrictedly and without any interference 
from the outside, which they deem necessary 
for their independent political, economic, so- 
cial and cultural development. Basic to these 
efforts is, among others, that peoples can exer- 
cise their right to freely dispose of their 
natural resources, as is embodied in the United 
Nations Covenants on Human Rights. 

Priority tasks in the peoples’ striving for na- 
tional and social liberation are the struggle 
against colonial and racist régimes in southern 
Africa and efforts for a durable and stable 
peace in the Middle East with regard to guar- 
anteeing the Arab people of Palestine their 
right to. self-determination. In southern 
Africa, the ruling circles in Pretoria and Salis- 
bury are trying to prolong their domination 
by brutally employing the racist repressive 
machinery and by launching criminal aggres- 
sions against African States. Manoeuvres 
against the systematic implementation of the 
right to self-determination of the peoples of 
Namibia and Zimbabwe aim at excluding the 
internationally recognized liberation organi- 
zations SWAPO and the Patriotic Front, the 
legitimate representatives of their peoples, 
from decisions about the future of their coun- 
tries and at maintaining the old structures of 
power in disguised forms. As ‘‘internal settle- 
ments”, rejected by the national liberation 
movements, the African States and the United 
Nations Organization, are being enforced, 
transnational corporations are continuing and 
intensifying their comprehensive support to 
the racists. While certain circles seek to make 
the world public believe that they were on the 
best way to achieve a ‘peaceful settlement” in 
southern Africa, the racist régimes are escalat- 
ing their terror against the African population 
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both inside and outside their borders. Fa, 
from being abolished, the application of the 
discriminating racist laws is still being inten- 
sified. Martial law has been imposed on large 
parts of both Namibia and Zimbabwe. The 
demand of the United Nations for releasing 
the patriots who have been fighting against 
racism and colonialism, was answered by the 
racist régimes with new waves of terror 
against the national liberation movement. 

In order to remove the threat to peace in 
southern Africa, measures must be taken to 
achieve an effective international isolation of 
the racist minority régimes and to support 
unreservedly the peoples in southern Africa 
in their struggle for self-determination and 
independence. The demands contained in the 
United Nations decisions and resolutions for 
sanctions to oppose the racists’ policy of force, 
meet with the full approval and support of the 
GDR. The racists’ defiant ‘attitude must be 
countered by effective economic sanctions, a 
comprehensive arms embargo, an oil embargo 
and the discontinuance of any support what- 
soever provided to the racist régimes in the 
economic, financial and military fields. Strin- 
gent measures are required in order to reso- 
lutely put an end to the evil practices of 
mercenaries in Namibia and Zimbabwe and 
vis-a-vis free African States. Any further delay 
in taking these measures will solely serve the 
racist oppressors. 

Giving support to the peoples fighting for 
their national liberation and to those which 
have won their liberty and wage a hard strug- 
gle to defend their independence and freedom, 
forms a basic foreign policy principle of the 
socialist German State. From the first day on, 
the GDR has viewed the peoples’ struggle for 
the final elimination of colonialism, racism and 
apartheid as an integral part of the quest of 
the progressive forces throughout the world 
for peace, security, détente and social prog- 
ress. This position found eloquent expression 
in the results of the visit paid by leading re- 
presentatives of our country to a number of 
African States in February this year. 

The negotiations conducted in Libya, Angola, 
Zambia and Mozambique as well as the con- 
sultations with the leaders of liberation organi- 
zations-SWAPO of Namibia, the Patriotic 
Front of Zimbabwe and the ANC of South 
Africa~have demonstrated the close ties and 
long-standing solidarity of the GDR with the 


liberated States of Africa and the national 
liberation organizations. The GDR’s bonds of 
friendship and constructive co-operation with 
the African peoples and States have gone from 
strength to strength. The Head of State of the 
GDR assured the African representatives that 
“the African peoples can firmly rely in their 
difficult struggle upon the GDR and the other 
States of the socialist community”. 

My delegation wishes to underline the follow- 
ing: The GDR resolutely supports the peoples 
of Zimbabwe and Namibia in their arduous 
struggle to achieve national independence in 
the shortest possible time. It manifests soli- 
darity with the just struggle waged by the 
South African people for the eradication of 
apartheid and of all forms of racial discrimi- 
nation. Its solidarity goes to the Arab people 
of Palestine which, under the leadership of the 


PLO, fight for the implementation of their 
inalienable rights, including the right to 
establish a State of their own. 

Allow me to make one last remark. Here, the 
representative of one delegation has spoken 
about the German people. My delegation does 
not intend to comment on whether the people 
of the Federal Republic of Germany need spe- 
cial conditions to implement their right to 
self-determination. As far as the people of the 
German Democratic Republic are concerned, 
they took their own free decision, thirty years 
ago, to establish a State of their own, and 
they are realizing their right to self-determina- 
tion in shaping the advanced socialist society. 


Archives of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
of the GDR 


Speech delivered by GDR representative Gerhard Schroter to the 
Fourth Committee of the XXXIV session of the UN General Assembly 
on the implementation of the UN Declaration on the Granting 

of Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples 


31 October 1979 


The United Nations independence charter, i.e. 
Resolution 1514 (XV) which was adopted 
on the initiative of the USSR and contains the 
Declaration on the Granting of Independence 
to Colonial Countries and Peoples, has fur- 
nished major impulses to the struggle of the 
peoples for national and social liberation. 
This process is continuing unabated. The rep- 
resentatives of many states have taken the 
floor here in the Fourth Committee to speak 
about that subject. The GDR welcomes the ad- 
mission of Saint Lucia as the 152nd member 
of the United Nations Organization and the 
attainment of independence by the people of 
Kiribati. 

However, there still exists a large number of 
colonially dependent territories. The discus- 
sion of the implementation of the Declara- 
tion on the Granting of Independence to 
Colonial Countries and Peoples provides an 
opportunity for assessing the positive changes 
achieved to date. At the same time, it makes 
it incumbent on us to pinpoint the obstacles 


standing in the way of eliminating colonialism, 
racism and apartheid and to intensify joint 
efforts for their complete abolition. The pro- 
cess of decolonialization must continue to be 
extended to territories still in a state of colo- 
nial dependence. The movement of non- 
aligned states and the OAU have again adopt- 
ed far-reaching decisions in this context at 
their summit meetings this year. 

The peoples of the Western Sahara, Microne- 
sia and the so-called small colonial territories 
in the Pacific, the Atlantic and Indian Ocean 
must not be denied their right to self-deter- 
mination and independence any longer. The 
provisions contained in the Declaration on 
the Granting of Independence to Colonial 
Countries and Peoples also apply fully and 
completely to these peoples. Their size, geo- 
graphical situation and historical development 
are no reason whatsoever for withholding this 
right from them. Article 2 of the Declaration 
on the Granting of Independence to. Colonial 
Countries and Peoples expressly affirms that 
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all peoples have the right to self-determina- 
tion on the basis of which they freely deter- 
mine their political status and pursue their 
economic, social and cultural development. 
More favourable conditions are available 
today for the implementation of these de- 
mands thanks to the forces committed to the 
cause of peace, international security, détente 
and social progress. 

The successes scored by the peoples in their 
struggle for national and social liberation 
have prompted to act those opposed to genuine 
independence. Influential forces are at work 
to force the still-oppressed peoples to take a 
road of development which would guarantee 
the formers’ privileges. The colonially depen- 
dent territories are being incorporated into 
neo-colonialist plans. Military bases are being 
established and expanded. These territories 
and the peoples living there are to be retained 
as compliant objects of exploitation for inter- 
national corporations. We are witnessing the 
intensification of efforts to incorporate the 
so-called small territories, especially those in 
the Pacific and the Indian Ocean, and the 
African continent, both in the south and the 
north, into the schemes of NATO. This is in 
stark contradiction to the will of the peoples 
whose greatest desire is to work peacefully 
free from colonial oppression and exploitation, 
without threat of foreign military presence 
and without being involved in military ad- 
ventures. In their resolutions, the decolonia- 
lization committee of 24 and the UN General 
Assembly have repeatedly denounced the 
existence of military bases in colonial regions 
and held that they constitute an obstacle to 
implementing the Declaration on the Granting 
of Independence to Colonial Countries and 
Peoples and to making progress in the elimi- 
nation of colonial oppression and exploitation. 
The delegation of the German Democratic Re- 
public resolutely opposes the acceptance of 
military bases as a condition for the granting 
of a pseudo-independence. 

This also applies to Micronesia, the only 
trusteeship territory still in existence. The facts 
prove quite unambiguously that the policy of 
trusteeship is above all determined by the 
strategic importance attached to the Pacific 
islands. Since the withdrawal from Indochina 
Micronesia has more than ever played a key 
role in the plans of the Pentagon. 

The GDR delegation supports the statement 
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contained in Document A/AC 109/584 of 
9 August 1979: 

“The Special Committee reiterates its con- 
demnation of all military activities and ar- 
rangements by colonial Powers in Territories 
under their administration which are detri- 
mental to the interests and rights of the peo- 
ples concerned, especially their right to self- 
determination and independence. The Com- 
mittee once again calls upon the colonia] 
Powers concerned to terminate such activities 
and eliminate such military bases in compli- 
ance with the relevant resolutions of the Ge- 
neral Assembly.” 

Under the cloak of the UN mandate they are 
trying to perpetuate colonial rule in a modi- 
fied form and to keep the 115,000 inhabitants 
of the islands in colonial dependence. The 
economic dependence of the territory speaks 
for itself. Although the land and surrounding 
waters would be sufficient to feed the popula- 
tion, foodstuffs continue to account for 90 per 
cent of the territory’s imports. The unemploy- 
ment rate is at a level of about 13 per cent at 
present. 

The imperialist monopolies exercise compre- 
hensive control over the economy in the colo- 
nially dependent territories. They exploit the 
existing resources unscrupulously and prevent 
the development of a diverse economic struc- 
ture. The colonial powers are responsible for 
the development of the dependent territories, 
to help these peoples implement their rights. 
However, this obligation must cease to be 
misused as a pretext for shamelessly exploit- 
ing them. Such practices are in flagrant con- 
tradiction to the pertinent UN resolutions and 
the demand that equitable international eco- 
nomic relations be established. The right to 
independence and to self-determination also 
includes the right to free control over na- 
tional wealth. Those states and monopolies 
who disregard this right and subordinate it 
to their own political and economic interests 
offend against the Charter and the Declaration 
and constitute the chief obstacle to decolonia- 
lization. 

Attempts are being made to impose certain 
forms of state organization on the peoples of 
colonially dependent territories. This is quite 
obviously bound up with the intention to rea- 
lize neocolonialist schemes in this way. Such 
practices are in contradiction to the principle 
of the unrestricted exercise of the right to 


self-determination on the part of the peoples 
and seriously impede the sovereignty of the 
emerging states. 

All questions concerning the forms of exer- 
cising state sovereignty can only be solved by 
the peoples themselves in full implementation 
of their right to self-determination and inde- 
pendence. We resolutely oppose any attempts 
being made to by-pass in this way the unam- 
biguous objectives and stipulations of Resolu- 
tion 1514 (XV). 

My delegation reaffirms its view that the un- 
restricted exercise of the right to self-deter- 
mination and independence constitutes a pre- 
condition for the further consolidation of 
peace and the prevention of new breeding 
grounds of tension. 

As a socialist state, the GDR works uncom- 
promisingly for the elimination of colonialism 


in whatever form and extends solidarity to all 
peoples fighting for the attainment of genuine 
independence and the implementation of their 
right to self-determination. The GDR advoca- 
tes the proposal that concrete dates should 
be fixed for the elimination of the remnants 
of colonialism. The completion of the decolo- 
nialization process everywhere in the world 
would be a major contribution towards de- 
tente, the strengthening of international se- 
curity and of peace in the world in conjunc- 
tion with the 20th anniversary of the adoption 
of the Declaration on the Granting of Inde- 
pendence to Colonial Countries and Peoples, 
which will be commemorated next near by 
progressive mankind. 


Archives of the Ministry of Foreign Attairs 
of the GDR 


Speech delivered by GDR representative Walter Kresse to the 
Fourth Committee of the XXXIV session of the UN General Assembly 
on the apartheid policy pursued by the government of South Africa 


7 November 1979 


At the beginning, permit me to convey 
through you most cordial congratulations to 
the distinguished representatives of the Union 
of Soviet Socialist Republics on today’s anni- 
versary of the Great October Socialist Revolu- 
tion. 

This event, which is of historic significance 
for the entire world, ushered in a new era of 
the peoples’ struggle for national and social 
liberation, against colonialism, racism and 
apartheid. Persistently pursuing its policy of 
peace, the USSR has—over more than sixty 
years now—always lent fresh impetus and new 
strength to this quest. 

It is with great gratification and sincere 
sympathy that the German Democratic Re- 
public has been following the struggle waged 
by the African peoples against imperialism, 
colonialism, racism, apartheid and neo-colo- 
nialism. 

The changes in the balance of forces in the 
world, and in particular in the south of the 
African continent, have created new and more 
favourable conditions for unfolding the libera- 


tion struggle. An important factor constitute, 
in this context, the solidarity and support 
rendered by the front-line States, the Organi- 
zation of African Unity, the movement of 
non-aligned States and, practically, by all 
progressive forces to the struggle of the peo- 
ples in southern Africa. The International 
Anti-Apartheid Year and the international 
mobilization against apartheid prove that the 
peoples fighting for freedom, independence 
and social progress can rely on many powerful 
friends in the world at large. Today, this 
solidarity becomes manifest in a thousand 
ways. In all continents, we can witness an in- 
creasing abhorrence of, and hatred against, 
apartheid and racism, which find their ex- 
pression in powerful actions. The struggle for 
national liberation in southern Africa has 
gained significant momentum. The fighters 
of SWAPO, of the Patriotic Front and of the 
ANC are encircling ever closer the anachronist 
racist régimes. It is owing to the joint efforts 
undertaken by all progressive forces that to- 
day apartheid is condemned as a crime against 
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humanity, is denounced as a threat to peace 
and international security, and that—more evi- 
dently than ever—its roots are being revealed 
and its allies unmasked. Today, the social na- 
ture of the criminal policy of apartheid, its 
promotion and encouragement by the inter- 
national monopoly capital as well as ma- 
noeuvres of reactionary forces aimed at per- 
petuating the system of oppression and ex- 
ploitation of the peoples in southern Africa 
become more transparent than ever before. 
But the results of the International Anti- 
Apartheid Year also include the. awareness 
that the roots of racism and apartheid have 
not yet been extirpated. The ruling circles in 
Pretoria are escalating their aggressive and 
terrorist policy. Backed up by influential 
NATO circles and international monopolies, 
they are trying to perpetuate their power at 
any cost. 

By means of a system of discrimination of the 
majority of black Africans, which had been 
developed and aggravated over decades and 
which covers all social spheres, the racists 
have created particularly favourable condi- 
tions for preserving their power in South 
Africa. However, this means enslaving eco- 
nomic exploitation as well as social and po- 
litical oppression for more than twenty million 
Africans! The apartheid system is denying the 
African population the enjoyment of funda- 
mental social and economic, political and cul- 
tural rights. Thus, the régime is securing for 
its purposes an extremely high degree of ex- 
ploitation, and favourable conditions for na- 
tional and foreign monopolies to yield pro- 
fits. 

The brutality of the racists does not even stop 
at children. The United Nations Seminar 
“Children under Apartheid” had at hand 
shocking evidence of the racist policy of 
power. 

So-called reforms and the “‘new” policy of 
Botha are also designed to maintain and per- 
petuate this situation. Analysing this policy, 
the Swiss newspaper Neue Zuercher Zeitung 
cannot but state: 

‘Botha, however, does not think of guaran- 
teeing the black majority all their political 
rights. In ‘‘white’” South Africa, the Africans 
will also in the future remain foreign work- 
ers.” (Neue Zuercher Zeitung, 22 August 
1979) 

The proclamation by the régime of a so-called 
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independence for Venda shows all too clear 
how fitting this assessment is. This action 
was condemned by the United Nations Security 
Council. The German Democratic Republic 
will strictly abide by the call to refuse any 
recognition whatsoever of this creation. 

The intensification of the racist policy of 
apartheid in South Africa goes along with an 
escalation of Pretoria’s aggressive external 
policy. 

Time and again, the world public is alerted by 
new acts of aggression perpetrated by the 
apartheid régime. Angola and Zambia are 
permanently exposed to the criminal attacks 
of the racist mercenaries. In 1976, 1,400 peo- 
ple became victim of Pretoria’s slayings and 
terror in Angola alone. Only a few days ago, 
the Security Council has once again con- 
demned South Africa’s unscrupulous acts of 
aggression. The German Democratic Repub- 
lic supports the demand for increasing assist- 
ance and support to be rendered to the Peo- 
ple’s Republic of Angola and the other front- 
line States in order to strengthen the latter's 
defense potentials. The South African war 
machinery is in full swing. The military bud- 
get of the apartheid State has risen to a sum 
of more than two billion Rands. 

The apartheid régime is the largest procurer 
of weapons in the southern hemisphere and 
—despite a binding arms embargo—continues 
to receive highly sophisticated military hard- 
ware of Western origin as well as support in 
developing its own production of weapons. 
The objective and the purpose of apartheid 
is and remains perpetuating and securing the 
political and economic power of the white 
minority, of the system of exploitation and 
oppression in South Africa, as part of world 
imperialism, and as a bastion against the 
liberation of the African continent. It is. the 
concern that these positions might possibly be 
lost, and not at all the concern about human 
rights, that determines the policy of influential 
circles in NATO States with regard to south- 
ern Africa. 

The peoples of Namibia and Zimbabwe and 
their legitimate representatives, the South 
West Africa People’s Organization (SWAPO) 
and the Patriotic Front, are facing massive 
attempts aimed at directing development into 
neo-colonialist ways. Negotiations, drawn out 
over months, and a permanent flow of s0- 
called proposals were only helpful in giving 


the South African occupants enough time for 
forcing an internal solution in Namibia, which 
would leave SWAPO excluded. Puppets of 
South Africa are supposed to secure, in a 
future ‘‘independent” Namibia, the interests 
of the apartheid régime and of international 
monopolies. 

The United Nations bear a great responsibility 
for the implementation of the independence 
and self-determination of the Namibian peo- 
ple. Decisions of the Security Council, particu- 
larly its Resolution 385, and relevant resolu- 
tions of the General Assembly outline the 
measures required. South Africa must uncon- 
ditionally end its illegal occupation, release 
the Namibian political prisoners and respect 
the territorial integrity. Namibian territory 
must no longer be misused as deployment 
basis for acts of aggression perpetrated by 
the racists against free African States. The 
United Nations dispose of the means to force 
South Africa to live up to these demands. 
These means must be applied. 

The proves are irrefutable which testify to 
the complicity of certain Western quarters 
with the apartheid regime imbued with mutual 
fundamental interests. Those quarters’ re- 
sponsibility for the continued existence of 
apartheid cannot be denied. From their sixth 
summit conference in Havana, the non-aligned 
countries addressed very seriously those 
States which have developed farthest their 
economic, military and nuclear collaboration 
with Pretoria. The Havana document states: 
“It stressed that this cooperation had not only 
facilitated the establishment and consolidation 
of the apartheid regime’s repressive and op- 
pressive apparatus but also increased Preto- 
ria’s war potential, including its plans for 
nuclear development, which constitute a threat 
to the South African people, independent 
neighbouring states and international peace 
and security.” 

The recent debate in the Fourth Committee 
on agenda item 92 ‘Activities of foreign eco- 
nomic and other interests...” has made clear 
anew the dimensions of that collaboration. 
Backed by state guarantees, the foreign trade 
exchange of imperialist powers with South 
Africa is rapidly increasing. Constantly grow- 
ing are also capital exports to Pretoria. From 
1970 alone, foreign investments have ex- 
panded by 300 per cent. From 1972, banks of 
the major imperialist powers made available 


to the apartheid regime 5.5 billion dollars to 
pursue its oppressive and aggressive policies. 
In the military field, too, collaboration is 
being continued and even intensified. Docu- 
ments of United Nations bodies indicate that 
imperialist States as well as transnational cor- 
porations such as Lockheed, Rolls Royce, 
IBM, MBB and Siemens activily contribute to 
developing South Africa’s military machinery. 
There is a broad scale of sophisticated 
weaponry and weapons systems manufactured 
with the aid of Western capital or on the basis 
of Western licences. Particularly threatening 
is nuclear cooperation. Only recently, the 
world heard the alarming news that a nuclear 
explosion had been detected at the southern 
tip of Africa. This news corroborated what had 
been feared by all progressive forces, namely 
that South Africa has obtained nuclear- 
weapon capacity. Since long, the socialist 
States, the African countries and all forces 
advocating peace and disarmament have been 
warning of this threatening development and 
have been calling for measures to prevent it. 
In its Resolution 418, the United Nations 
Security Council called upon all States to 
forestall any nuclear cooperation with the 
apartheid regime. Now it has come to the light 
that Pretoria was aided by Western countries 
in implementing its nuclear programme. This 
fact was pointed out by the Chairman of the 
Special Committee against Apartheid when he 
said: 

‘“‘We emphasize, in spite of denials by South 
Africa and the Western accomplices of its 
diabolic strategy that the nuclear-weapon pro- 
gramme of South Africa is only possible 
because of the assistance and cooperation 
South Africa was receiving from some Western 
countries and lately Israel which have con- 
sistently supplied it with technology, electronic 
equipments and other materials. Because of 
this complicity and collision South Africa had 
no incentive to be party to the Non-proli- 
feration Treaty nor to disguise its inten- 
tions.” 

More resolute action has to be taken by the 
Security Council. The threat to the African 
countries, to peace and security throughout the 
world must be firmly rejected. Pretoria must 
not be allowed to use the atomic weapon to 
exert pressure or even to plunge the world 
into a nuclear holocaust. The report of the 
United Nations Special Committee against 
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Apartheid includes the demands the fulfil- 
ment of which is a requirement to overcome 
apartheid rule and implement the rights of 
the South African people. The GDR does 
support these demands. My country wishes 
them to be enshrined in the resolutions of the 

XXXIV session and to be a basis of relevant 

decisions of the Security Council. Most urgent 

is the implementation of the following de- 
mands: 

1. Nuclear collaboration with South Africa is 
immediately to be halted. Under Chap- 
ter VII of the Charter, the Security Coun- 
cil should adopt binding decisions com- 
mitting States to forestall all supplies of 
equipment and the financing of activities 
to realize the South African nuclear pro- 
gramme. 

2. The arms embargo must be strictly ob- 
served and -expanded to all military 
spheres. The Security Council committee 
established by resolution 421 (1977) should 
consistently follow any indication on the 
supply of weapons and military equipment 
to South Africa and disclose such supplies. 
Military collaboration with South Africa 
must be prevented by all States. 

3. Activities of imperialist corporations in 
support of the racist regime must be coun- 
teracted by comprehensive economic sanc- 
tions, in particular an oil embargo and an 
investment stop. 

The struggle against racism and colonialism in 

southern Africa is a question of burning 

topicality. Now, the urge is more pressing 
than ever before for progressive mankind to 
actively support the just cause of the national 
and social liberation of the peoples of Nami- 


bia, Zimbabwe and South Africa. The Uniteg 
Nations Special Committee against Apartheid 
has made the appeal to mobilize the world 
public against apartheid. 

In this context, social organizations which are 
actively engaged in the struggle against colo- 
nialism, racism and apartheid and the mobiliz- 
ing power of the mass media play an im- 
portant role. The delegation of the German 
Democratic Republic appreciates that in the 
present resolutions much attention is given to 
these aspects of the struggle against apartheid, 
Important impulses will result from the inter- 
national conference against collaboration with 
the racist regime, which is envisaged to be 
held next year. Thus, new forces will be 
stimulated to join the struggle of the op- 
pressed peoples against the racist rulers and 
their backers. 

Both within and outside the framework of the 
United Nations, the German Democratic Re- 
public as a member of the Special Committee 
against Apartheid will always stand for the 
just cause of the South African people. The 
General Secretary of the Central Committee 
of the Socialist Unity Party of Germany and 
Chairman of the Council of State of the Ger- 
man Democratic Republic, Erich Honecker, 
reaffirmed during his tour of African coun- 
tries in February this year: 

“In their arduous struggle, the peoples of 
Africa can firmly rely on the German Demo- 
cratic Republic and the other States of the 
socialist community.” 


Archives of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
of the GDR 


Fourth periodical report of the GDR concerning measures taken during 
the Decade of Action to Combat Racism and Racial Discrimination 
Ref.: Memorandum of the UN Secretary-General G/SO 237/41 (3) 


9 November 1979 


In its earlier reports, the German Democratic 
Republic supplied detailed information docu- 
menting that racism, racial discrimination, 
nationalism and chauvinism are completely 
eradicated in its territory. The reports proved 
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that racism and racial discrimination are for- 
eign to the nature of the GDR’s socialist 
system and that the commitment to fight for 
the removal of the remaining manifestations 
of colonialism, racism and apartheid plus 


active solidarity with all peoples struggling 
for their national and social emancipation, 
self-determination and independence are basic 
foreign policy principles in this country, which 
are backed up by its entire population. 


1. Legislative Measures 

(Questionnaire items 1-4, 6, 8 and 9) 

In the period under review, the principle 
embodied in Articles 19 and 20 of the GDR 
Constitution that every citizen of the German 
Democratic Republic has the same rights and 
duties, irrespective of nationality, race, philo- 
sophy, social origin or position, continued to 
be scrupulously observed. 

The unconditional ban on incitement to racial 
hatred and on racial discrimination was again 
reaffirmed and further codified by appro- 
priate legislative measures. 

In addition to the legislation described in the 
reports of the German Democratic Republic 
on the implementation of the Convention on 
the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Dis- 
crimination (CERD/C/R. 63/Add.3, CERD/C/ 
R. 87/Add.3, CERD/C/17 Add.1), the GDR 
People’s Chamber, on 28 June 1979, passed 
the Third Law Amending Provisions of Penal 
Law and Rules of Penal Procedures. Article 106 
of the Penal Code, as amended, provides for 
the prosecution of any person who ‘’glorifies 
fascism or militarism or incites racial hatred”. 
Under Article 220, as amended, the same ap- 
lies to any person who “‘in public makes state- 
ments of a fascist, racist, militarist or re- 
vanchist nature or uses, disseminates or puts 
up symbols of such nature”. 


2. Participation in International and Regional 
Activities in Line with the Goals of the Decade 
(Questionnaire item 7) 

In the period covered by the present report, as 
in the periods reviewed before, representatives 
of the German Democratic Republic commit- 
tedly participated in a number of international 
conferences, seminars and other similar activ- 
ities related to the struggle against racism and 
racial discrimination. 

In close cooperation with the other fraternal 
socialist States, representatives of the German 
Democratic Republic took part, e.g., in the 
Special Session of the General Assembly on 
Namibia, held in New York, the World Con- 
ference to Combat Racism and Racial Dis- 
crimination and the International NGO Con- 
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ference against Apartheid, both held in Ge- 
neva, the Solidarity Conference in Addis 
Ababa, the AAPSO Bureau Session in Hanoi, 
the Youth and Students’ Solidarity Conference 
in Paris, the World Conference to Eradicate 
Racism, held in Basel, the Children under 
Apartheid Seminar in Paris, and the Interna- 
tional Seminars on the Role of Transnational 
Corporations, held in Paris and London. At 
these international meetings, the GDR re- 
presentatives stated their country’s basic posi- 
tions on the issues under discussion, were 
actively involved in preparing conference 
documents, and helped ensure a _ successful 
outcome. Hosting the Special Session of the 
World Peace Council in Berlin in February 
1979, the Peace Council of the German Demo- 
cratic Republic made a vigorous contribution 
towards propagating the goals of the Interna- 
tional Anti-Apartheid Year. The wide range of 
measures undertaken by the German Demo- 
cratic Republic within the framework of inter- 
national activities marking the Anti-Apartheid 
Year was coordinated by a Government Com- 
mission set up specifically for this purpose 
and headed by First Deputy Prime Minister 
Alfred Neumann. An account of GDR soli- 
darity measures in the International Anti- 
Apartheid Year was forwarded to the Chair- 
man of the Special Committee against Apart- 
heid in June 1979 (UN document A/AC. 115/ 
L. 513 of 10 October 1979). 


3. Accession to the International Conventions 
on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Dis- 
crimination and on the Suppression and Pun- 
ishment ot the Crime of Apartheid 

The German Democratic Republic is a party 
to the International Convention on the Elimi- 
nation of All Forms of Racial Discrimination 
as well as to the International Convention on 
the Suppression and Punishment of the Crime 
of Apartheid; it acceded to them as early as it 
could. 

The goals and principles laid down in these 
international instruments have been strictly 
observed in the German Democratic Republic, 
which has close cooperative relationships with 
the competent UN bodies and supplies peri- 
odical detailed reports on how their provisions 
are observed. A resolute advocate of making 
the two conventions truly universal, the GDR, 
at the XXXIV _ session of the General 
Assembly, was among the 29 States sponsoring 
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a resolution entitled ‘Status of the Interna- 
tional Convention on the Suppression and Pun- 
ishment of the Crime of Apartheid” which, 
inter alia, calls on all States that have not yet 
become parties to this Convention to accede 
thereto. 

At the UN Seminar on Recourse Procedures 
Available to Victims of Racial Discrimination 
and Activities to be Undertaken at the Re- 
gional Level, held in Geneva from 9 to 20 July 
1979, the GDR delegation stated its country’s 
fundamental position on the elimination of 
racial discrimination in all its forms, the 
suppression of massive human rights viola- 
tions and the removal of the threat posed by 
them to international peace and security, and 
stressed the need to eliminate all socio-eco- 
nomic, political and ideological roots of any 
kind of discrimination. 


4. Support to Peoples Who are Victims 

of Racial Discrimination 

(Questionnaire items 10-12) 

The German Democratic Republic, both under 
inter-governmental arrangements and through 
substantial solidarity donations from all seg- 
ments of the people, has continually given 
manifold political, moral and material support 
and assistance to the peoples subjected to 
colonial or racist oppression or struggling for 
their national and social emancipation, as well 
as to their liberation organizations. Extensive 
solidarity assistance has been provided no- 
tably to the national liberation organizations 
of the colonially and racially oppressed peo- 
ples of South Africa, Namibia and Zimbabwe 
—ANC, SWAPO and the Patriotic Front—in the 
forms of urgently needed supplies such as 
medication and medical equipment, textiles, 
shoes, food, children’s clothing, etc. In 1978 
and 1979, the total annual value of such sup- 
plies exceeded 40 million marks. 

Every year, the GDR observes a Week of 
Solidarity with the African Peoples, and its 
radio broadcasting network, together with the 
Confederation of Free German Trade Unions, 
organizes an annual solidarity campaign under 
the slogan ‘‘For Peace in Freedom”. These 
activities help make the people’s solidarity 
still broader and more effective. Increasing 
cash donations of citizens have made it pos- 
sible for the Solidarity Committee of the 
German Democratic Republic substantially to 
expand its many-faceted material assistance to 


322 


the southern African peoples fighting against 
colonialism, racism and apartheid, and their 
liberation organizations, including, inter alia, 
medical treatment of wounded freedom fight- 
ers, higher education and specialist training, 
and the production and distribution of in- 
formative periodicals of liberation organiza- 
tions as well as of other documentary mate- 
rials. The support to peoples fighting for na- 
tional and social liberation and against racism 
and racial discrimination is also manifest in 
numerous statements given by the Council of 
State, the Government, civic organizations or 
GDR representatives at the United Nations, 
other international organizations or interna- 
tional conferences. These statements con- 
sistently press the legitimate demands for the 
elimination of apartheid in South Africa, 
prompt South African withdrawal from ille- 
gally occupied Namibia and the transfer of 
power to the people of Zimbabwe. 

This support is also reflected in the GDR’s 
strict and unconditional compliance with all 
Security Council or General Assembly resolu- 
tions and decisions adopted in opposition to 
colonialism, racism and apartheid, particularly 
with the sanctions imposed against South 
Africa and Southern Rhodesia. 

The German Democratic Republic is known to 
maintain no relations whatsoever with the rac- 
ist regimes. It supports with determination the 
legitimate demand for the complete interna- 
tional isolation of these regimes as an effec- 
tive means to prevent them from continuing 
their racist policies and practices. 

This intensified solidarity with the southern 
African peoples in their just fight against rac- 
ism, racial discrimination and apartheid has 
further reinforced the anti-imperialist alliance 
with these peoples and deepened the ties of 
fraternal cooperation with their national 
liberation organizations, both at the Govern- 
ment and civic organization levels. This is 
evidenced by the repeated visits to the GDR 
by leading representatives of the ANC of 
South Africa, SWAPO of Namibia and the 
Patriotic Front of Zimbabwe as well as by the 
permanent offices which these organizations 
have established in Berlin. 

Of outstanding importance to the further 
development of anti-imperialist cooperation 
with the African peoples fighting for national 
and social emancipation and the elimination of 
racism, racial discrimination and apartheid 


have been the visits in 1979 which GDR party 
and government delegations headed by Erich 
Honecker, General Secretary of the Central 
Committee of the Socialist Unity Party of 
Germany and Chairman of the Council of 
State, paid to Libya, Angola, Zambia, Mozam- 
bique, Ethiopia and the People’s Democratic 
Republic of Yemen. 

Erich Honecker’s fruitful talks with the 
leaders of these countries and his discussions 
with the Presidents of the ANC, SWAPO and 
the Patriotic Front as well as with the Secre- 
tary-General of the Organization of African 
Unity in Addis Ababa have lent fresh impulses 
to the pursuit of anti-imperialist cooperation. 
In all his meetings, Erich Honecker stressed 
the GDR’s readiness to continue to extend 
determined political, diplomatic and material 
solidarity to the African peoples in their 
struggle for freedom and genuine indepen- 
dence, especially to the peoples in South 
Africa, Namibia and Zimbabwe, fighting 
against colonialism, apartheid and racism. 
These consistent statements have encouraged 
the southern African liberation organizations 
in their just struggle and opened up new 
avenues for even closer cooperation in com- 
batting racism and apartheid. 


5. Measures Aimed at Mobilizing National 
Public Opinion Against Racism, Racial Dis- 
crimination and Apartheid 

(Questionnaire items 5 and 16) 

The mass media in the German Democratic 
Republic continued to carry on with resolve 
their activities aimed at promoting mutual 
understanding, tolerance and _ friendship 
among nations, peoples and races and at 
mobilizing increased support for the just fight 
of peoples still subjected to racial and colonial 
oppression—activities which were already 
mentioned in the three previous periodical 
reports. 

Through a wide range of initiatives, the news 
agency ADN, the press and radio broadcasting 
and television networks effectively contributed 
to explaining the tasks and goals of the pro- 
gramme of the Decade as well as the successes 
and problems in implementing it, and helped 
develop in citizens an even greater readiness 
to engage in solidarity. 

In news or correspondent’s dispatches, inter- 
views, commentaries or eyewitness reports, 
GDR mass media almost daily informed the 
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public on the struggle against racism, racial 
discrimination and apartheid, including UN 
activities and international conferences and 
seminars dealing with these evils. In particu- 
lar, they carried profiles of national liberation 
movements, accounts on freedom fighters’ 
training camps and documentary reports on 
racial discrimination and apartheid, imperial- 
ist countries’ support to the racist regimes and 
the growing solidarity movement in the Ger- 
man Democratic Republic, the other states of 
the socialist community and the world. at 
large. 

In the International Anti-Apartheid Year 
alone, ADN-Zentralbild, the news agency’s 
central photo service, provided mass media 
and foreign counterparts with some 200 photos 
on the anti-racist struggle. In 1978, the GDR’s 
radio stations broadcast a series of plays under 
the motto ““Days of African Radio Drama”. 
Pre-recorded programmes were supplied to 
the editorial department of UN Radio and to 
friendly broadcasters’ organizations in Africa 
and Asia. Radio Berlin International regularly 
transmitted solidarity programmes to southern 
Africa. 

At a public ceremony in Berlin in December 
1978 marking the fifth anniversary of the 
launching of the UN Decade for Action to 
Combat Racism and Racial Discrimination, 
Supreme Court President Dr Heinrich Toep- 
litz, Chairman of the national Decade Com- 
mittee, reviewed progress produced by the 
Decade thus far and outlined the tasks 
ahead. 

Also learned institutions have, by holding 
scientific conferences and bringing out numer- 
ous publications, helped effectively to reveal 
the truth about the various aspects of the in- 
human and peace-imperilling policy of racism 
and racial discrimination, especially apart- 
heid, as well as about the collaborationist ties 
which imperialist States and transnational 
corporations are maintaining with the racist 
regimes. Leipzig’s Karl Marx University, in 
conjunction with the national Decade Commit- 
tee, conducted in November 1978 a scientific 
symposium entitled ‘‘Apartheid—Mass Viola- 
tion of Human Rights’, and in September 
1979, Berlin's Humboldt University organized 
a scientific conference devoted to “Aspects of 
the Struggle to Liquidate the Last Bastions of 
Racism in Southern Africa’’. Both events took 
place with international participation, includ- 
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ing of representatives of the ANC, the Pa- 
triotic Front and SWAPO. 

Both conferences established proof of the 
inhuman nature of the racist regimes, of the 
threat these regimes are posing to interna- 
tional peace, and of the responsibility of im- 
perialist countries and transnational corpora- 
tions for the continued existence of these re- 
gimes, and they helped increase solidarity with 
the southern African peoples still subjected to 
racial oppression and with their liberation 
organizations. 

Documents of these conferences were pub- 
lished in the scholarly magazine ‘Asien, 
Afrika, Lateinamerika’, in which also other 
studies appeared regularly on various aspects 
of the fight against racism and racial dis- 
crimination. 

On the occasion of the International Anti- 
Apartheid Year, the GDR Committee for 
Human Rights put out a special bulletin in 
German and English, devoted to the struggle 
against apartheid. 

Jointly with the national Decade Committee, 
the Democratic Women’s League of Germany 
published a study in German and English, 
entitled ‘‘Twofold Oppression of Women in 
South Africa’”’. 

In the period under review, two further 
brochures in German were published under a 
cooperative arrangement with the UN Centre 
against Apartheid, containing documents of 
the fight against apartheid. 

Artistic means, too, have been purposefully 
and successfully employed to promote the 
goals of the Decade. In April 1978, an art ex- 
hibition opened in the GDR capital, whereby 
professional and amateur artists manifested 
their commitment to combatting racism, racial 
discrimination and apartheid. In August 1978, 
it moved to Geneva where it was on display 
during the World Conference to Combat Rac- 
ism and Racial Discrimination and the NGO 
Conference against Apartheid; later on it was 
shown at the UN Headquarters in New York 
at the beginning of the XXXIII session of 
the General Assembly, at the seat of UNESCO, 
and in Leipzig at the 1979 Spring Fair. In all 
these places it attracted wide international 
attention. 

Some of the exhibits have been reproduced in 
a 1980 wall calendar jointly brought out by 
the GDR Solidarity Committee and the UN 
Centre against Apartheid. The calendar was 
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forwarded to the Special Committee against 
Apartheid. 

Much attention was paid to the struggle 
against racism and racial discrimination also 
at the 1978 and 1979 Leipzig Documentary 
and Short Film Weeks. During both events, 
one day was dedicated to international solli- 
darity with the peoples, particularly in Africa, 
fighting against racism and racial discrimina- 
tion. 

Plays by Fugard and others, portraying the 
fight against racism and apartheid and help- 
ing further stimulate solidarity with the 
African peoples, were staged by several GDR 
theatres, e.g., Potsdam’s Hans Otto Theatre, 
and shown on national television. 

A commemorative stamp and a commemora- 
tive coin, both issued in the International 
Anti-Apartheid Year 1978, likewise served the 
purpose of supporting the goals of the 
Decade. 

As already documented in previous reports, 
the education laws of the German Democratic 
Republic ensure the upbringing of its youth in 
a spirit of peace, friendship among peoples, 
international solidarity and support for the 
struggle against racism and racial discrimina- 
tion. To accomplish this task, close coopera- 
tive links have been established between 
educational establishments of all _ types, 
parents, national children’s and youth organi- 
zations, cultural institutions and the mass 
media. 

The country’s educational authorities and 
schools of all levels as well as the youth and 
Young Pioneers’ organizations paid much at- 
tention to these objectives particularly in re- 
lation to the Anti-Apartheid Year and the Year 
of the Child. Many schools compiled extensive 
collections of documents on the evils of rac- 
ism, racial discrimination and apartheid 
policy. 

In numerous protest resolutions, pupils and 
students denounced the racist regimes’ policies 
of terror and aggression. Under the 1978 
student summer work scheme, 3,500 teams in- 
volving some 40,000 students organized a 
“Day of Solidarity with the Fight of Youths 
and Students in South Africa” and gave a day’s 
earnings in support of this fight. 

During the 1978 National Youth Festival in 
Berlin, several thousand Free German Youth 
members were involved in designing and ar- 
ranging an Anti-Imperialist Solidarity Centre- 


a special means for the GDR’s younger gener- 
ation to demonstrate again their solidarity 
with the peoples in southern Africa. 

Over the past three years, the GDR Solidarity 
Committee received three million marks from 
Young Pioneers and youth organization 
members, raised in variegated solidarity 
activities. Part of this sum was channelled to 
the peoples of southern Africa, especially as 
relief for children suffering under apartheid 
and racism in South Africa, Namibia and Zim- 
babwe. 

International holiday camps of the GDR’s 
children’s and youth organizations receive 
each year some 100 children and youths from 
countries where people suffer under racism 
and apartheid. In these camps, they spend 
four-week holidays which help make them 
conscious of the growing strength of interna- 
tional solidarity. 

On the occasion of the International Anti- 
Apartheid Year, the GDR’s Young Pioneers 
organized a drawing contest under the motto 
“Children Draw for African Friends”. It pro- 
duced over 1,600 drawings which express the 
pupils’ sympathy and solidarity with South 
Africa’s children suffering under, and fighting 
against, apartheid and racism. 


6. Further Measures to Implement the 
Programme of the Decade 

(Questionnaire item 17) 

The German Democratic Republic believes 
that implementing the goals of the Decade 
compellingly requires from the international 
community an intensification of efforts for the 
ultimate and complete elimination of racism 
and racial discrimination in all their forms and 
manifestations, in pursuance of the resolution 
on the Decade, which the General Assembly 
adopted at its XXXIV session on the basis of 
the decisions of the Geneva World Conference, 
and in accordance with the appurtenant Pro- 
gramme of Action for the second half of the 
Decade. Measures are needed to ensure the 
further effective international isolation of 
the racist regimes and to shut off the exten- 
sive support and assistance being provided 
to them by imperialist States and monopolies. 
The sanctions imposed by the Security Council 
must be strictly adhered to and complemented 
with additional mandatory actions in the eco- 
nomic field such as an oil embargo and an 
investment ban. 


Priority ought to be given to enforcing the 
demand that any military cooperation with 
South Africa, particularly in the nuclear field, 
be ceased by all States. The world-wide pro- 
tests triggered by the reported detonation of 
an atomic bomb by the racist regime pointed 
emphatically to the fact that the apartheid 
regime has become an acute threat to interna- 
tional peace and security. 

A comprehensive international boycott against 
the racist regimes in Pretoria and Salisbury 
—political, economic and military—would ef- 
fectively promote the goals of the Decade. 

In this connection, it is also imperative to 
thwart the plans of some imperialist coun- 
tries which seek the lifting of sanctions in 
force against Southern Rhodesia. 

At the same time, it is necessary to give more 
effect, both in terms of universality and ef- 
ficacy, to the International Conventions on the 
Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimi- 
nation and on the Suppression and Punish- 
ment of the Crime of Apartheid, in accordance 
with the relevant resolutions adopted by the 
General Assembly at its XXXIV session. 

In the judgment of the German Democratic 
Republic, the adoption by all States of ap- 
propriate measures with a view to prosecuting 
those guilty of disseminating racist ideas and 
to banning Nazi and fascist organizations is of 
great importance to the realization of the 
goals of the Decade, because the activities of 
such organizations cannot but exacerbate 
existent racist tendencies. 

Moreover, the German Democratic Republic 
feels that an element of continued significance 
to the accomplishment of the goals of the 
Decade consists in intensified efforts by the 
mass media and civic organizations to en- 
lighten the international public regarding the 
roots, practices and effects of racism, racial 
discrimination and apartheid and to mobilize 
the national as well as international public 
for further consistent action to combat these 
anachronisms. 

Consistent with this approach, the German 
Democratic Republic will continue in the 
second half of the Decade to exert its best 
efforts to make effective contributions in the 
worldwide quest for the speedy eradication of 
racism, racial discrimination and apartheid. 


Archives of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
of the GDR 
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Toast proposed by the General Secretary of the Central Committee 

of the Socialist Unity Party of Germany and Chairman of the GDR 
Council of State, Erich Honecker, at the reception given for a party and 
state delegation of the GDR visiting Socialist Ethiopia 


12 November 1979 


On behalf of the Party and State delegation of 
the German Democratic Republic and in my 
own name I thank you very much for the very 
warm and brotherly welcome you have ex- 
tended to us in your beautiful country. It is 
with great pleasure that we have accepted 
your invitation. We are profoundly moved to 
be with good friends and comrades with whom 
we share common views and goals. 

The Ethiopian Revolution swept away the 
feudal-capitalist system and cleared for its 
people the road to a future worthy of human 
beings. Thus it has given also a new dimen- 
sion and new prospects to relations between 
our two States and peoples. The visit which 
you, dear Comrade Mengistu Haile-Mariam, 
paid to the German Democratic Republic last 
year impressively underscored this. 

Permit me to convey to the brave people of 
Ethiopia fraternal greetings from the people 
of the German Democratic Republic! We have 
feelings of sincere admiration for the ‘valiant 
Ethiopian people who has, under your leader- 
ship, dear Comrade Mengistu Haile-Mariam, 
successfully defended the revolution against 
the onslaughts of internal and external ene- 
mies. Over many centuries, it has fought a 
courageous struggle full of sacrifice for its 
unified State and the preservation of sover- 
eignty and national independence. The heroism 
of Ethiopian soldiers and peasants in ward- 
ing off all colonial attempts of subjugation 
and the partisans’ heroic struggle against 
fascist occupation constitute one of the finest 
chapters in the history of the African conti- 
nent. 

Today we congratulate you, dear Ethiopian 
friends, on the important political successes 
and the positive results of the Economic Cam- 
paign. We congratulate you on the military 
victories which secure your revolutionary 
achievements and foil the attacks against your 
country’s territorial integrity. 

We know from our own experience that revo- 
lution is no smooth road. The new social sys- 
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tem, which puts an end to the exploitation 
of man by man, must force its way forward 
over the fierce resistance of the old, the ob- 
solete. To overcome the heavy burden in- 
herited from the past and to build a new life 
whose fruits can be reaped by all, you are 
making great efforts. We value the decision 
of your leadership to form a vanguard party 
guided by the ideas of Marxism-Leninism as 
a logical step on the road of the Ethiopian 
Revolution. From the bottom of our heart we 
wish you success in that endeavour. 
Everyone can see from Ethiopia’s example 
that national independence will bring people 
a life worth living only when it goes hand in 
hand with liberation from imperialist exploita- 
tion. It is also along these lines that the Ethio- 
pian Revolution significantly enriches the 
African peoples’ struggle for liberation. 
Peoples can live together in good neighbour- 
liness and engage in constructive cooperation, 
if the principles enshrined in the basic docu- 
ments of the United Nations and the Organi- 
zation of African Unity are fully respected. 
Just as you, Comrade Mengistu Haile-Mariam, 
emphasized in your speech on the fifth anni- 
versary of the Ethiopian Revolution, we are 
convinced that this is the basis for all States, 
also in this region, to live and work together 
in peace. 

It is the will of the peoples of Africa to break 
the centuries-old vicious circle of oppression, 
dependence and exploitation. In this effort, 
they have true allies in the States of the so- 
cialist community. On the side of the non- 
aligned countries, we support the efforts of 
the peoples of Africa, Asia and Latin America 
to become more and more the independent 
architects of their new and better life. They 
must not be the object of imperialist supre- 
macy ambitions but active partners in shaping 
new and democratic international relations, 
world economic relations included. 

The biggest obstacle in this regard are the 
constant efforts of reactionary and imperialist 


circles in pursuance of their neo-colonialist 
policy to deflect the march of the African 
peoples into a direction that pleases those cir- 
cles. 

As we all know, they are redoubling their 
attempts of interference in the internal affairs 
of nationally liberated States. We emphatically 
denounce the efforts of those forces to set up 
new military pacts and bases, to expand their 
military presence and to force their will on 
sovereign States by means of so-called rapid 
deployment units. We perceive this as a seri- 
ous threat to international security and 
peace. 

As today’s exchanges have confirmed, we are 
in full agreement that the struggle for peace 
has become a battlefield where crucial deci- 
sions concerning mankind’s future will take 
place. It was in Berlin where the General Se- 
cretary of the Central Committee of the Com- 
munist Party and Chairman of the Presidium 
of the Supreme Soviet of the USSR, Leonid 
I. Brezhnev, recently made new peace pro- 
posals. These proposals have since been in the 
focus of international political debate. The 
response to them will be revealing. All those 
who want peace and détente support the So- 
viet initiative, because there can be no secure 
peace without the limitation and cessation 
of the arms race and without disarmament. 
The ratification of SALT-2 and negotiations 
on SALT-3 are of tremendous importance for 
the further limitation and reduction of strate- 
gic armaments. That would facilitate progress 
also in other directions of military détente. 
Headway in these fields would release enorm- 
ous resources which could be used to solve 
burning social and economic problems in large 
areas of the world. This would be of special 
benefit to the non-aligned countries, which 
have impressively underlined at the Havana 
Summit their constructive role in international 
affairs. 

The German Democratic Republic and So- 
cialist Ethiopia stand shoulder to shoulder in 
the camp of the forces of peace, freedom, in- 
dependence and social progress. We know 
that we are united with you, dear Ethiopian 
friends, in rendering active support to the 
just struggle of the peoples in southern Africa. 
By continuing their oppression of the peoples 
of Zimbabwe and Namibia the imperialist cir- 
cles and racists have created a dangerous con- 
flict situation which is a menace to peace and 


security not only in that region. A lasting solu- 
tion to the problems in the south of Africa 
will be possible only when the peoples of Zim- 
babwe and Namibia, led by the Patriotic Front 
and SWAPO respectively, and the people of 
South Africa led by the ANC take control of 
their own destinies and exercise their right 
to self-determination, and when the anti- 
human apartheid regime is removed. 

We vigorously protest against all attempts to 
instal illegal regimes in these countries. 
Together with the other States of the socialist 
community, the German Democratic Republic 
urgently calls for the implementation of the 
sanctions ‘adopted by the United Nations 
against Rhodesia and demands effective sanc- 
tions of the Security Council against South 
Africa. We strongly condemn the ongoing acts 
of aggression committed by the racist regimes 
against the People’s Republic of Angola, the 
People’s Republic of Mozambique, the Repub- 
lic of Zambia and other States in the region, 
to which we pledge our unshakable solidarity. 
Peace-loving mankind must not remain in- 
active in the face of those barbaric acts. 

It is with particular pleasure that I reaffirm 
the common solidarity of our two States with 
the struggle of the Arab peoples who are vic- 
tims of Israel’s continuing aggression. We 
jointly support the just struggle of the Pales- 
tine Liberation Organization for securing the 
Palestinian people’s right to self-determina- 
tion, including its right to form its own 
State. 

Not long ago, we celebrated the 30th anni- 
versary of the German Democratic Republic 
together with our friends, among them a de- 
legation from Socialist Ethiopia. We were able 
to present a positive account of our society's 
Union of Soviet Socialist Republics and the 
development. Our fraternal alliance with the 
other States of the socialist community has 
most precious gains is that the spirit of 
proved decisive for our successes. One of the 
understanding among peoples and anti-impe- 
rialist solidarity is pervasive and deeply 
rooted in our country. 

The common fight of our two countries is a 
firm element in the international relations of 
the German Democratic Republic. Our coope- 
ration, which stood its test in the struggle 
against the common enemies, has developed 
dynamically in a historically brief span of 
time. It is based on the ideas of Marxism- 
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Leninism, which bring peoples closer together. 
In the political field it finds expression in 
numerous meetings of leading representatives. 
Our mutual economic relations are manifold 
and beneficial to both sides. Collaboration in 
the training of personnel is assuming increas- 
ing importance. Our relationships are devel- 
oping in a stable fashion on the basis of a 
broad system of long-term treaties. 

Our visit to your country is a token of the 
firm anti-imperialist alliance of the GDR with 
Socialist Ethiopia which ranks among the 
avant-garde of nationally liberated States. I 
would like to take this opportunity to assure 
the Ethiopian people and its leadership that 
we will continue to side unswervingly and 
determinedly with the Ethiopian Revolution. 


It is my conviction that our visit and exchange 
of views with you will give new impetus to 
our relations and strengthen and expand our 
cooperation for the benefit of both peoples. 

I ask you to join me in a toast to 

our dear Comrade Mengistu Haile-Mariam, 
the continued success of the 

valiant Ethiopian people in the pursuit of its 
Popular Revolution, 

our friendship, solidarity and cooperation ,and 
the well-being of all Ethiopian comrades and 
friends present. 


Archives of the Ministry of Foreign Afttairs 
of the GDR 


Speech delivered by the General Secretary of the Central Committee 
of the Socialist Unity Party of Germany and Chairman of the Council 
of State of the GDR, Erich Honecker, upon laying the foundation stone 
for a monument to Karl Marx during the visit of a GDR party and 


state delegation to Socialist Ethiopia 


13 November 1979 


It is with a deep sense of emotion and with 
feelings of joy and pride that we are today 
attending in the capital city of Socialist 
Ethiopia the stone-laying ceremony for a 
monument to commemorate Karl-Marx, the 
greatest son of the Geman people, the 
founder of scientific socialism and of the 
international revolutionary workers’ move- 
ment. 

Honouring Karl-Marx means to pay tribute 
to the revolutionary and brilliant scholar 
whose historic genius has led to the discovery 
of the laws which govern the development 
of human society and to the formulation of the 
historic mission of the working class in the 
overthrow of the capitalist system of exploita- 
tion and in the construction of socialist so- 
ciety. Together with his comrade-in-arms, 
Frederick Engels, Marx elevated socialism 
from utopia to the rank of a science, thus pro- 
viding the working masses with the mental 
weapon for their actions to fulfill their dreams 
of existence worthy of human dignity. 
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Under the banner of their scientific teachings, 
which Lenin developed further, and starting 
with the Great October Socialist Revolution, 
the greatest upheaval in man’s history took 
place, which led to the emergence of world 
socialism and the collapse of the imperialist 
colonial system. The course of history has 
proven over and again the unshakable via- 
bility of Marxism-Leninism. It is omnipotent 
because it is true and because it gives a scien- 
tifically founded answer to mankind’s funda- 
mental problems. 

The peoples which have shaken off the yoke 
of colonialism and tyranny and have chosen 
the way of building a new society free of ex- 
ploitation and oppression look to the teachings 
of Marx, Engels and Lenin for guidance. Karl 
Marx was an ardent revolutionary and a stead- 
fast internationalist on the side of exploited 
and oppressed peoples. By virtue of his insight 
into the processes of social development, he 
uncovered the essence and workings of the 
colonial exploitation system. He fought un- 


compromisingly for the implementation of 
equal rights for oppressed and dependent 
peoples and recognized the great revolutionary 
strength inherent in them. 

The fact that the Ethiopian people today 
erect a monument in its capital commemorat- 
ing the founder of scientific socialism, is of 
symbolic significance. The stone-laying epito- 
mizes the social progress in this continent and 
demonstrates that millions of people in Africa 
have begun to regard Marxism-Leninism as a 
guidepost in their just struggle for national 
and social emancipation. 

Also, the revolutionary development of So- 
cialist Ethiopia documents the historic dimen- 
sion of the emergence of Africa’s peoples from 
the darkness of exploitation, oppression and 
ignorance to the bright heights of social pro- 
gress. We wish the Ethiopian people and its 
revolutionary leadership further great suc- 
cesses in defending and consolidating their 
revolutionary gains and in mastering the task 
of building a society of human dignity and 
without exploitation. 

With justified pride we can say that socialism 
is victoriously moving forward also in Karl 
Marx’s country of birth. What Karl Marx 
fought for with all his revolutionary fervour 
has become a reality during the thirty years 
of the German Democratic Republic, the first 
socialist workers’ and farmers’ state on Ger- 
man soil. 

Our policies in the service of the well-being 
of working people and the preservation of 
peace have been fruitful and successful be- 
cause the Socialist Unity Party of Germany 


has creatively applied the objective laws 
established by Marxism-Leninism to the con- 
ditions in our country. In line with Karl 
Marx’s perceptions, the strengthening and 
deepening of friendship and cooperation with 
the countries of Africa, Asia and Latin Ame- 
rica has been a priority objective of the Ger- 
man Democratic Republic’s policies. 

Be it the growth and thriving of the world 
socialist system, be it the successes of the na- 
tional liberation movement or the struggle of 
the exploited masses in the centres of capital- 
ism, our world is imbued with Karl Marx's 
teachings. As Engels put it at Karl Marx's 
gravesite, his name and work will live on 
through the centuries, which is reconfirmed 
by today’s stone-laying ceremony for a Karl 
Marx Monument on African soil, in Addis 
Ababa. 

May the monument stand as an embodiment 
of our unflagging commitment to the ideas 
of Karl Marx who, in his Theses on Feuer- 
bach, said that philosophers had only inter- 
preted the world in various ways; the point, 
however, was to change it. May this monu- 
ment impart the confidence thant the day will 
soon come when all peoples will have liberat- 
ed themselves from the yoke of exploitation 
and oppression. 

Long live Maxism-Leninism, the revolutionary 
banner of our struggle for peace, democracy 
and socialism! 


Archives of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
of the GDR 


Speech delivered by the General Secretary of the Central Committee 
of the Socialist Unity Party of Germany and Chairman of the GDR 
Council of State, Erich Honecker, to a mass rally at the Wonji-Shoa 
sugar combine during the visit of a party and state delegation 


of the GDR to Socialist Ethiopia 
14 November 1979 


It gives us sincere pleasure to meet with you 
during our visit to Socialist Ethiopia. You 
have received us in a very friendly way and 
we thank you cordially for that. We are here 


among comrades-in-arms and brothers with 
whom we share common ideals and aims. 

We bring you warm greetings from the work- 
ers, farmers and professional people, indeed 
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all the working population of our country. 
At home we know how determinedly you 
defend the Revolution. Our epople are well 
aware of what you do in order to shape a new 
life and a happy future for the Ethiopian 
people, and they speak with great admiration 
of your efforts. They are united with you by 
firm bonds of solidarity. Your struggle is our 
struggle. Your successes are our successes. 
When Comrade Mengistu Haile-Mariam invit- 
ed us to visit your country, we gladly accepted. 
The Ethiopian people has important historical 
traditions. Thousands of years ago it con- 
tributed to the world’s culture beautiful struc- 
tures such as those in Axum, Lalibela and 
Gondar. They are still a treat to the eye and 
testify to the diligence and skill of their 
builders. The people of Ethiopia has bravely 
resisted all attempts of foreign powers to sub- 
jugate it. Its heroic struggle against colonial- 
ism and exploitation commands great respect 
in the German Democratic Republic. 

Let us recall the end of the past century, when 
colonizers wanted to bring also Ethiopia under 
their yoke. The sons and daughters of your 
people, however, gave them a sound beating 
in the famous battle of Adwa. Or take the five 
years when the Italian fascists held your 
country occupied. Never did anyone succeed 
in bringing the Ethiopian people to its knees. 
The patriots of Ethiopia defended the honour 
of the people, just as German communists and 
anti-fascists did in the struggle against the 
Hitler regime. That the Ethiopian people was 
victorious in the fight against Italian colonial- 
ism and fascism was due to the unity of ac- 
tion among all its nationally-minded sections. 
Today, after the overthrow of the feudal- 
capitalist regime, this unity is no less im- 
portant than at that time. The success of the 
new society based on equality, fraternity and 
mutual respect depends on it. 

In those days Ethiopian patriots fought under 
the motto ‘Victory or Death”. Today the motto 
is ‘‘Revolutionary Fatherland or Death’. This 
reflects the great changes which were ushered 
in with the beginning of the Revolution in the 
historic September days of 1974. In former 
times, the people went back to their villages 
after each battle against foreign conquerors—to 
till again the land which was not theirs. Now 
the land belongs to those who work it, the 
peasants, the working people. 

Everywhere one can see that things are ad- 
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vancing for the people’s benefit. Reconstruc. 
tion is under way under the guidance of the 
Provisional Military Administrative Counci] 
and its Chairman, our friend and comrade 
Mengistu Haile-Mariam. Your people is 
making every effort to safeguard and expand 
its gains and to defend them against all attacks 
by the enemies of the Revolution. 

Little more than five years have passed since 
the beginning of the Revolution in your 
country. In this period more has changed than 
in thousands of years before. This is a great 
achievement, on which we congratulate you 
most sincerely. 

At present you are building an independent, 
stable and healthy national economy. We 
understand very well that this is a difficult 
and complicated challenge for the Revolution. 
It requires no less bravery and sacrifice than 
the seizure of political power. The construc- 
tion of the national economy is essential to a 
better life. Higher production in industry and 
agriculture will make it possible to distribute 
more. 

Socialist Ethiopia has the future on its side. 
Social progress will provide happiness and 
prosperity to people. The close ties of all 
people with the Provisional Military Admini- 
strative Council and its Chairman, our friend 
and comrade Mengistu Haile-Mariam, is a 
decisive guarantee for that. We wish all of you 
new great success on that road. 

When the news of the revolution in your coun- 
try in September 1974 reached us, the German 
Democratic Republic immediately declared 
and proved its solidarity. This is in keeping 
with our socialist foreign policy. Our country 
has often experienced for itself what solidarity 
means. Ever since it was founded 30 years ago, 
the German Democratic Republic has received 
active solidarity from the Soviet Union, the 
other socialist states and the progressive 
forces and peace-loving forces of the whole 
world. Anti-imperialist solidarity is part and 
parcel of our people’s daily life and struggle. 
This solidarity is with all who are striving for 
peace, independence, freedom and social pro- 
gress. 

Just as the German Democratic Republic feels 
closely linked with the Ethiopian Revolution, 
it sides with those in southern Africa who 
fight against imperialism, colonialism and 
racism and for national liberation and inde- 
pendence. We support the people of Zimbabwe 


led by the Patriotic Front, the people of Na- 
mibia led by SWAPO, and the people of South 
Africa led by the ANC. We practise active 
solidarity with the Arab peoples in their strug- 
gle, notably with the grief-stricken people of 
Palestine. We are opposed to separate deals 
and favour a comprehensive and just settle- 
ment bringing dependable peace to the Middle 
East. Again on this question, we stand in a 
common front with you, dear comrades and 
friends. 

As you know, the German Democratic Re- 
public is situated in the heart of Europe, on 
the borderline between socialism and im- 
perialism. That is the place where crucial de- 
cisions about war and peace are taken. Our 
workers’ and farmers’ state is integrated in 
the fraternal community of socialist countries. 
Because of that, it has been able to develop so 
successfully. Friendship, unity and cohesion 
make for strength. They make it possible to 
cope with problems, no matter how difficult 
they may be. This, indeed, is our experience. 

A few weeks ago we celebrated the thirtieth 
anniversary of the German Democratic Re- 
public. That was an occasion to recall our 
difficult start. Then, our country was still 
badly destroyed as a consequence of the crim- 
inal war unleashed by Hitler fascism. It was 
literally from ruins that the new state had to 
be built. And we did build it. 

The industrial and agricultural workers, the 
professional and all other working people of 
our Republic, led by the Socialist Unity Party 
of Germany, have built, in an immeasurable 
effort, a thriving socialist country on German 
soil. 

What we have achieved by our work and 
struggle is to last, and we want to make 
further progress. We need peace for that. Like 
you, dear comrades and friends, we consider 
the struggle for the maintenance and strength- 
ening of peace as the principal task of socialist 
foreign policy. The aggressive imperialist 
circles leave no doubt about their intention to 
do away with socialism and to foil the national 
and social liberation of peoples. Never must 
we lose sight of that. 

Together with the Soviet Union and the other 


states of the socialist community, we have 
kept making proposals in the past years for 
détente in Europe and throughout the world 
and for arms limitation and disarmament. At 
the ceremony marking the German Democratic 
Republic’s thirtieth anniversary, our friend 
and comrade Leonid Ilyich Brezhnev, General 
Secretary of the Central Committee of the 
Communist Party and Chairman of the Presi- 
dium of the Supreme Soviet of the USSR, 
launched a new, great peace initiative. It re- 
confirms that socialism and peace are one. 
Socialism needs peace just as the peasant needs 
sun and rain for a good crop. All peoples need 
peace. 

The principal task at present is to stop the 
arms race and proceed to disarmament. That 
is the purpose of Leonid Brezhnev’s initiative. 
Peace in the world is the most essential and 
most vital thing for a happy life of people, 
for the renewal of their existence, and for na- 
tional and social liberation. 

Socialist Ethiopia is among the pioneers of 
progress in Africa. Each of its successes for 
the benefit of the people is a contribution to 
a peaceful and happy future for mankind. We 
are convinced that the Ethiopian people under 
the leadership of the Provisional Military 
Administrative Council and its able Chairman, 
Comrade Mengistu Haile-Mariam, will vic- 
toriously achieve its objectives on the revolu- 
tionary road. 

On behalf of the German Democratic Republic 
I can assure you that we remain your reliable 
comrades-in-arms. We will do everything in 
our power to strengthen our warm friendship, 
our militant solidarity and our comradely co- 
operation. 

Long live friendship between the peoples of 
the German Democratic Republic and Socialist 
Ethiopia. 

Long live the Ethiopian people whom we wish 
fresh success in national reconstruction and in 
the defence of the Revolution. 

Long live international solidarity. 

Long live peace in the world. 


Archives of the Ministry of Foreign Afttairs 
of the GDR 
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Statement made by the General Secretary of the Central Committee 

of the Socialist Unity Party of Germany and Chairman of the Council 

of State of the GDR, Erich Honecker, on the occasion of his visit to the 
headquarters of the Organization of African Unity in Addis Ababa 


14 November 1979 


I am very happy to offer my respects to the 
Organization of African Unity and call on 
you, Mr Secretary-General, at the Organiza- 
tion’s headquarters in Addis Ababa, capital 
of Socialist Ethiopia. 

I have followed your remarks on the tasks of 
the Organization of African Unity for the 
benefit of the African peoples with great atten- 
tion. 

It gives me great satisfaction to pay tribute to 
the historic rise of the African peoples and 
their advance towards a new future. 

Faithful to its political ideals and beliefs, 
the German Democratic Republic has always 
sided in solidarity with the African states and 
peoples fighting a just struggle against colo- 
nialism and for national sovereignty, economic 
independence and economic and social pro- 
gress. 

As the socialist German state, whose emer- 
gence began with the eradication of fascism 
and racism, the German Democratic Republic 
has at all times viewed the struggle against 
national oppression, racial discrimination and 
apartheid as inseparable elements of its for- 
eign policy. 

The German Democratic Republic values 
highly the Organization of African Unity, 
which, in the sixteen years of its existence, 
has actively and effectively supported the 
efforts of African states for the strengthening 
of their independence in all spheres and as- 
sisted them in their struggle against imperial- 
ism, racism, apartheid and neo-colonialism. 
It plays an important role in present-day inter- 
national affairs. 

Of equally great importance has been and is 
the Organization’s contribution, not least that 
made at its 16th Summit Meeting in Monrovia 
last July, to the liberation movements’ strug- 
gle against the remnants of colonialism and 
against racism. 

Our country, which has rendered direct as- 
sistance and support to the liberation move- 
ments for many years, also works closely to- 
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gether with the Liberation Committee of the 
Organization of African Unity, and supplies 
part of its material aid to African peoples 
through the Committee. 

My visit to the Secretariat of the Organization 
of African Unity offers me a welcome oppor- 
tunity to reaffirm the German Democratic Re- 
public’s unflagging support for the people of 
Zimbabwe and its legitimate representative, 
the Patriotic Front, as well as for the people 
of Namibia, and SWAPO, its legitimate repre- 
sentative. 

I have also expressed this on several occasions 
this year in personal meetings with leaders of 
these movements. 

I cannot but note with concern that imperialist 
forces are trying, both by negotiations and 
direct pressure, to force neo-colonialist puppet 
regimes upon the peoples of Zimbabwe and 
Namibia and thus to prevent them from 
gaining true independence and freedom. 

We regard as essential the genuine indepen- 
dence of these peoples through the transfer of 
all power to their legitimate representatives, 
the Patriotic Front and SWAPO. 

Permit me, Mr Secretary-General, to empha- 
size our active support for the patriotic forces 
of South Africa who, under difficult circum- 
stances, are waging a selfless and just struggle 
against the abominable apartheid regime. As 
a non-permanent member of the Security Coun- 
cil, the German Democratic Republic will also 
speak out for effective sanctions against the 
Republic of South Africa within the United 
Nations. 

In the face of the continuing savage acts of 
aggression committed by the racist regimes 
against Angola, Mozambique and Zambia, we 
extend special solidarity and active support to 
these countries. 

I am happy to be able to say that our talks 
with Mengistu Haile-Mariam, Chairman of 
the Provisional Military Administrative Coun- 
cil, and other leaders of Socialist Ethiopia have 
shown a complete identity of views also on 


these issues, which are so vital to the whole 
world. Like Socialist Ethiopia, we stress the 
great and positive influence the Organization 
of African Unity is exercising on the process 
of finding a solution to the Zimbabwe and 
Namibia questions which will cater for the 
interests of the peoples of Africa. 

I take the opportunity of my presence at head- 
quarters of the Organization of African Unity 
and my meeting with you, Excellencies, to 
reiterate the GDR’s readiness to pursue 
friendly and mutually beneficial cooperation 
with all OAU member states. 

In conclusion, I wish to say that the German 
Democratic Republic, which is itself in the 
forefront of the fighters for peace, détente and 
disarmament, appreciates the contributions of 
the African states and the OAU towards the 
strengthening of international security and 
towards arms limitation and disarmament. 

The continuation and intensification of the 
arms race by imperialist quarters pose, in our 
view, the main danger to international peace 


and security, to détente and the independence 
of the peoples. Furthermore, it places heavy 
burdens on the peoples. For this reason we 
support actively and unreservedly the new 
peace initiative recently announced by Leonid 
Ilyich Brezhnev in Berlin, because it is a step 
of strategic importance for our time. 

Rest assured, Mr Secretary-General, that, as 
in the past, the peoples and states of Africa 
can always count on the socialist German 
Democratic Republic as a true friend and de- 
pendable ally in their just struggle for national 
and social liberation, for the strengthening of 
national sovereignty, and for the attainment of 
economic independence. 

May I wish you, Mr Secretary-General and all 
the members of the General Secretariat of the 
Organization of African Unity, strength, suc- 
cess and personal well-being for your respon- 
sible activity to serve the noble aims of the 
OAU. 


Neues Deutschland, 15 November 1979 


Joint communiqué on the official friendship visit paid by a party and 
state delegation of the German Democratic Republic under the leadership 
of the General Secretary of the Central Committee of the Socialist Unity 
Party of Germany and Chairman of the GDR Council of State, 


Erich Honecker, to Socialist Ethiopia 


15 November 1979 


At the invitation of Mengistu Haile-Mariam, 
Chairman of the Provisional Military Admini- 
strative Council, the Council of Ministers and 
Commander-in-Chief of the Revolutionary 
Army of Socialist Ethiopia, a party and state 
delegation of the German Democratic Repub- 
lic, led by Erich Honecker, General Secretary 
of the Central Committee of the Socialist Unity 
Party of Germany and Chairman of the Council 
of State of the German Democratic Republic, 
paid an official friendly visit to Socialist 
Ethiopia from 12 to 15 November 1979. 

The party and state delegation of the German 
Democratic Republic was accorded a very 
warm and friendly welcome, reflecting the 
fraternal relations existing between the two 
states and peoples. During the visit, Erich 


Honecker and the delegation paid their re- 
spects to Ethiopia’s heroes by laying a wreath 
at the Victory Monument. Erich Honecker and 
the delegation accompanying him met in Ad- 
dis Ababa and its environs with workers and 
peasants, members of the Revolutionary Army 
and People’s Militia. They also visited the 
People’s Heroes Centre of Revolutionary 
Ethiopia at Debre Zeit. 

Erich Honecker took part in a solemn cere- 
mony during which he laid the foundation 
stone for the Karl Marx monument in Addis 
Ababa. 

Erich Honecker and Mengistu Haile-Mariam 
exchanged views on the international situation 
and discussed the further development of rela- 
tions between the German Democratic Repub- 
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lic and Socialist Ethiopia, which are based on 
solid friendship and comradely cooperation as 
well as anti-imperialist solidarity. The discus- 
sions were held in an atmosphere of fraternal 
and mutual trust. 


I 

Erich Honecker, General Secretary of the 
Central Committee of the Socialist Unity Party 
of Germany and Chairman of the Council of 
State of the German Democratic Republic, and 
Mengistu Haile-Mariam, Chairman of the Pro- 
visional Military Administrative Council, the 
Council of Ministers and Commander-in-Chief 
of the Revolutionary Army of Socialist Ethio- 
pia, were gratified to note that, since Mengistu 
Haile-Mariam’s friendly visit to the German 
Democratic Republic, the relations between 
the German Democratic Republic and Socialist 
Ethiopia have successfully advanced on the 
basis of their common aspirations for social 
progress, peace and security, for the benefit 
of the two states and peoples and in the in- 
terest of strengthening anti-imperialist soli- 
darity. Both sides noted with satisfaction the 
dynamic expansion of their political, economic, 
scientific, technological and cultural rela- 
tions. 

The two parties underlined the importance of 
meetings between leading comrades from both 
states for the development of their fraternal 
relations and lauded the fruitful cooperation 
between the two countries’ mass organizations 
which was made possible and developed on 
the part of Socialist Ethiopia through the Pro- 
visional Military Administrative Council. 

Both sides voiced their satisfaction at the suc- 
cessful performance of the Joint Economic 
Commission of the German Democratic Re- 
public and Socialist Ethiopia. 

The German Democratic Republic and Socialist 
Ethiopia expressed their resolve to broaden 
and intensify cooperation between the two 
states and peoples in all fields with a view to 
contributing to the further strengthening of 
peace and social progress in the world. 

To this end, Erich Honecker, General Secretary 
of the Central Committee of the Socialist Unity 
Party of Germany and Chairman of the Coun- 
cil of State of the German Democratic Repub- 
lic, and Mengistu Haile-Mariam, Chairman of 
the Provisional Military Administrative Coun- 
cil, the Council of Ministers and Commander- 
in-Chief of the Revolutionary Army of Socialist 
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Ethiopia, signed a Treaty of Friendship and 
Cooperation between the German Democratic 
Republic and Socialist Ethiopia. 

The two leaders affirmed that the Treaty will 
be a firm foundation for the relations of un- 
shakable friendship and anti-imperialist soli- 
darity between the German Democratic Re- 
public and Socialist Ethiopia and their aspira- 
tions to realize their common ideals in the 
struggle for peace and social progress and 
against imperialism, colonialism, neo-colonial- 
ism, hegemonism, expansionism and racism in 
all their manifestations. 

In addition a Program on the Further Devel- 
opment of Economic, Scientific and Technical 
Cooperation up to 1985, as well as other docu- 
ments related to mining and geology and agri- 
culture were signed during the visit. Both sides 
expressed their satisfaction at the progress in 
their cooperation in the economic and tech- 
nical fields. 


II 

Erich Honecker and Mengistu Haile-Mariam 
discussed the international situation and noted 
with gratification that they share an identity 
of views on.major international issues. 

Both sides devoted great attention to develop- 
ments on the African continent. Erich Ho- 


necker and Mengistu Haile-Mariam paid tri- 


bute to the historic victories won by the 
peoples of Africa. They were gratified that the 
role and the influence of African states in the 
global effort to deepen the process of détente, 
the strengthening of international peace and 
security and international cooperation based 
on equal rights are increasing constantly. 
They underlined the constructive role played 
by African states in their struggle for national 
and social liberation, peace, progress and 
democracy and the elimination of all forms of 
exploitative relationships. They are of the view 
that Africa is making important contributions 
to the progress of mankind. 

The two sides reaffirmed that the successes of 
African peoples in national and social libera- 
tion confirm the need for solidarity among all 
anti-imperialist, anti-colonialist and anti-racist 
forces. Accordingly the German Democratic 
Republic and Socialist Ethiopia reiterated their 
support for the struggle of all African peoples 
for self-determination, independence, eco- 
nomic development and social progress. 

Erich Honecker and Mengistu Haile-Mariam 


resolutely condemned the attempts by im- 
perialism and reaction to interfere in the 
internal affairs of African states with the view 
to re-establishing their outdated exploitative 
relationships. 

The two leaders denounced the aggressive 
policy of NATO which has been the main ob- 
stacle to the elimination of colonialism, 
racism, exploitation and tension on the Afri- 
can continent. They condemned the manoeuvres 
of imperialist and other reactionary forces for 
their interference in the affairs of African 
states. 

Both sides called attention to the serious 
dangers which colonialism, racism and apart- 
heid in southern Africa pose to regional and 
international peace and security. They con- 
demned the efforts made by the racist regimes 
and their imperialist allies to force neo-colo- 
nialist solutions upon the peoples of that re- 
gion in violation of their right to self-deter- 
mination and independence. 

The two sides insist that genuine independence 
be granted to the peoples of Zimbabwe and 
Namibia and urge the transfer of power to 
their legitimate representatives, the Patriotic 
Front and SWAPO, respectively. 

The two sides condemned the policy of apart- 
heid pursued by the racist regime of South 
Africa. They reaffirmed their total support 
for the struggle of the patriots of South 
Africa. 

Expressing their admiration for the sacrifices 
made by the front-line states in advancing the 
liberation struggle in southern Africa, the two 
leaders reaffirmed their militant solidarity 
with these countries and condemned the per- 
sistent acts of aggression being committed 
against them by the racist regimes of Pretoria 
and Salisbury. They support all endeavours 
conducive to further cooperation between the 
front-line states to ward off imperialist poli- 
cies of aggression and interference. 

The two sides urged the strict observance of 
the United Nations sanctions against the racist 
regimes in southern Africa. They lauded the 
decisions adopted by the Sixteenth Session of 
the Assembly of Heads of State and Govern- 
ment of the Organization of Africa Unity in 
Monrovia and the Sixth Summit Conference 
of the Movement of the Non-aligned Coun- 
tries in Havana with regard to the liberation 
struggle in southern Africa. 

The two sides emphasized the important role 


played by the Organization of African Unity 
in the struggle against colonialism, neo-colo- 
nialism, racism and apartheid and for the 
preservation and strengthening of regional 
and international peace and security. 

Both sides reaffirmed the need for continued 
efforts to establish a durable and lasting peace 
in the Horn of Africa on the basis and in strict 
application of the principles enshrined in the 
Charters of the United Nations and the Organ- 
ization of African Unity and, in particular, 
the principles of respect for sovereignty and 
territorial integrity, inviolability of frontiers 
and non-interference in the internal affairs of 
other states. 

Concerned by the continued activities of im- 
perialist and reactionary forces which are de- 
trimental to the vital interests of the peoples 
of the area, the German Democratic Republic 
supports the initiatives taken by Socialist 
Ethiopia to establish friendly and good-neigh- 
bourly relations among all states of the re- 
gion. 

Erich Honecker and Mengistu Haile-Mariam 
expressed grave concern over the dangerous 
development of the situation in the Middle 
East. 

They reaffirmed the position taken by them 
during their last meeting that the Israeli- 
Egyptian separate agreements, which were 
concluded with the active participation of the 
United States of America, have but aggravated 
the situation, increased the danger to the 
peace of the region and complicated the 
search for a final and durable settlement. of 
the problem. 

Both sides also reaffirmed that a just and 
durable solution to the Middle East problem 
can be achieved only with the withdrawal of 
Israel from all Arab territories occupied since 
1967, the exercise of the inalienable rights of 
the Arab people of Palestine, including the 
right to establish their own state, and the re- 
cognition of the right of all states of the re- 
gion to independent existence and security. 
They reaffirmed that the PLO is the sole legit- 
imate representative of the people of Pales- 
tine. 

Both sides urged the peaceful settlement of 
the Western Sahara problem in accordance 
with the resolutions of the United Nations and 
the Organization of African Unity. 
The two sides reiterated their position with 
regard to preserving the Red Sea as an inter- 


335 


national waterway and a zone of peace where- 
in the legitimate rights and interests of all 
littoral states are fully respected by the inter- 
national community. 

Both sides underscored the neccessity to fully 
implement the resolutions of both the United 
Nations and the non-aligned movement de- 
claring the Indian Ocean as a zone of peace, 
free from all imperialist military bases. 

In this context, they endorsed the proposal of 
the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics to 
resume Soviet—US negotiations on the limita- 
tion and reduction of military activities in the 
Indian Ocean. 


III 

Erich Honecker, General Secretary of the Cen- 
tral Committee of the Socialist Unity Party of 
Germany and Chairman of the Council of 


State of the German Democratic Republic, and: 


Mengistu Haile-Mariam, Chairman of the 
Provisional Military Administrative Council, 
the Council of Ministers and Commander-in- 
Chief of the Revolutionary Army of Socialist 
Ethiopia, noted with satisfaction that, due to 
the growing strength of socialism and the un- 
remitting struggle of all anti-imperialist, de- 
mocratic and peace-loving forces, significant 
progress has been made towards the con- 
solidation of peace and the process of dé- 
tente. 

Both sides are convinced of the necessity that 
détente be extended to all regions of the world 
and that sources of international conflict and 
tension be liquidated. 

The two leaders agreed that the results so far 
achieved should be enhanced and further steps 
taken with a view to bringing a favourable 
change in world politics which shall enable 
all peoples to attain desired political, eco- 
nomic and social goals in an environment of 
peace and stability. 

The two sides vigorously denounced the at- 
tempts by the most aggressive circles of im- 
perialism and reaction to torpedo the process 
of détente and revert to the cold war era. 
They condemned the policy of imperialists 
and reactionary forces which seek to establish 
new military pacts and bases and to form in- 
terventionist task forces in order to blackmail 
and intimidate the peoples and states of Asia, 
Africa and Latin America. 

The German Democratic Republic and Social- 
ist Ethiopia consider the cessation of the arms 
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race and achievement of effective progress in 
arms limitation and disarmament as one of 
the most urgent issues of our time. In this 
context, they welcomed the conclusion of the 
Soviet-American SALT II treaty as one of the 
most important milestones in the search for 
peace in our time. 

Both sides support the proposals which would 
halt the manufacture of all types of nuclear 
weapons and promote the progressive reduc- 
tion of existing stockpiles and the conclusion 
of a treaty on a complete and comprehensive 
ban of nuclear weapon tests. They urge the 
conclusion of an international treaty to 
strengthen the security guarantees of non- 
nuclear weapon states, as well as an agree- 
ment on the prohibition of stationing nuclear 
weapons in the territory of states where there 
are no such weapons at present. 

The German Democratic Republic and Social- 
ist Ethiopia reaffirm their readiness to sup- 
port initiatives aimed at the creation of nu- 
clear-weapon-free zones. The German Demo- 
cratic Republic endorses the decision of the 
OAU which declared Africa a nuclear-weap- 
on-free zone. 

The two sides agreed to cooperate closely in 
the fight for the prohibition of the develop- 
ment and manufacture of new types and sys- 
tems of means of mass destruction, such as 
the neutron weapon, and for the prohibition of 
chemical and radiological weapons. In this 
context, they support the convening of a 
world disarmament conference with the parti- 
cipation of all states. 

Both sides expressed their conviction that the 
implementation of effective measures to halt 
the arms race and to achieve arms limitation 
and disarmament would release vast resources 
to benefit all’ peoples especially those in devel- 
oping countries. 

The two leaders appealed for the earliest pos- 
sible conclusion of a world treaty on the non- 
use of force in international relations. 

Erich Honecker and Mengistu Haile-Mariam 
appreciate the progress achieved in the wake 
of the Helsinki Conference on Security and 
Cooperation in Europe. They are convinced 
that this positive development will contribute 
to the broadening and deepening of the pro- 
cess of détente in Europe and all regions of 
the world. In this context, they voiced their 
concern over plans to deploy new types of 
missiles in Western Europe. 


The German Democratic Republic and Social- 
ist Ethiopia reaffirm their support for the 
peace and disarmament initiative recently an- 
nounced in Berlin by Leonid Ilyich Brezhnev, 
General Secretary of the Central Committee 
of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union 
and Chairman of the Presidium of the Su- 
preme Soviet of the Union of Soviet Socialist 
Republics. 

The two sides regard respect for and com- 
pliance with the set of European treaties and 
recognition of the inviolability of frontiers as 
indispensable to the stabilization of security 
in Europe and the development of good-neigh- 
bourly relations among European states, in- 
cluding relations between the German Demo- 
cratic Republic and the Federal Republic of 
Germany. They recommend further headway 
in the normalization of relations between the 
GDR and the FRG on the basis of the principles 
of peaceful coexistence. Both sides spoke out 
for the strict observance of the Quadripartite 
Agreement on West Berlin. 

Erich Honecker and Mengistu Haile-Mariam 
expressed their deep concern over the serious 
situation obtaining in South East Asia. They 
reiterated their fraternal solidarity with the 
peoples of the Socialist Republic of Vietnam, 
the Lao People’s Democratic Republic and the 
People’s Republic of Kampuchea in the strug- 
gle to reconstruct their respective countries 
and to defend their sovereignty and territorial 
integrity. Both sides condemned the hegemon- 
istic, aggressive policy of the Chinese leader- 
ship. 

The German Democratic Republic and Social- 
ist Ethiopia recognize the People’s Revolu- 
tionary Council of Kampuchea as the sole 
legitimate representative of Kampuchea, en- 
titled to represent its country in the United 
Nations and other international organizations 
and bodies. 

The two sides firmly reject any form of he- 
gemonism in international relations. They en- 
dorse fully the initiative taken at the XXXIV 
session of the United Nations General As- 
sembly to condemn hegemonistic policies as 
inadmissible in international relations. 

Both sides reaffirmed their solidarity with the 
people of the Democratic Republic of Afghan- 
istan in their efforts to transform their coun- 
try along democratic lines and in their strug- 
gle against domestic and foreign counter-revo- 
lutionary subversion. 
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The German Democratic Republic and Social- 
ist Ethiopia hail the victory of the popular 
Sandinista forces in Nicaragua over Somoza’s 
fascist dictatorship. 

The two sides underscored the importance of 
the movement of non-aligned countries as a 
significant factor in world politics and its 
great contributions to the cause of interna- 
tional peace and security, to détente and to 
the struggle against imperialism, colonialism, 
neo-colonialism, racism and apartheid in all 
their manifestations. They lauded the positive 
results of the Sixth Summit Conference of the 
Movement of Non-aligned Countries, held in 
Havana. 

The GDR and Socialist Ethiopia called for the 
establishment of a democratic and just inter- 
national economic order, as a matter of pri- 
ority. They considered the demand to eliminate 
the discrimination against, and the exploita- 
tion of, developing countries by imperialist 
states and transnational corporations and the 
efforts to create an equitable and just new 
international economic order as direct con- 
tinuation of the struggle against imperialism, 
colonialism and neo-colonialism. 


IV 

Erich Honecker and Mengistu Haile-Mariam 
voiced their profound satisfaction at the fruit- 
ful results of the visit of the party and state 
delegation of the GDR in Socialist Ethiopia. 
They are convinced that the visit has been yet 
another landmark in the relations between 
their states and peoples. 

Erich Honecker thanked Mengistu Haile-Ma- 
riam, the Provisional Military Administrative 
Council, the government and the people of 
Socialist Ethiopia for the fraternal welcome 
and very warm hospitality accorded him and 
his party during their stay in Socialist 
Ethiopia. 

Erich Honecker, General Secretary of the Cen- 
tral Committee of the Socialist Unity Party 
of Germany and Chairman of the Council of 
State of the GDR, invited Mengistu Haile- 
Mariam, Chairman of the Provisional Military 
Administrative Council, the Council of Minis- 
ters and Commander-in-Chief of the Revolu- 
tionary Army of Socialist Ethiopia, to pay an 
official friendly visit to the GDR. 

The invitation was accepted with pleasure. 


Foreign Affairs Bulletin No. 32, 23 November 1979 
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Treaty of Friendship and Cooperation between the German Democratic 


Republic and Socialist Ethiopia 


15 November 1979 


The German Democratic Republic and Social- 
ist Ethiopia, 

Proceeding from the traditional close relations 
of friendship, co-operation and anti-imperial- 
ist solidarity that exist between the two States 
and peoples, 

Convinced that the further strengthening and 
enhancement of the relations of friendship 
and all-round co-operation which have come 
into being between them meet the fundamen- 
tal national interests of the peoples of the 
two countries, 

Conscious of their responsibility to contribute 
to the strengthening of international peace 
and security in the interest of the peoples of 
all countries, 

Inspired by the ideals of the struggle for na- 
tional independence and social progress and 
against imperialism, colonialism, neo-colonial- 
ism, hegemonism, expansionism, racism and 
apartheid, 

Desiring to promote unity of action and co- 
operation among all progressive forces in the 
struggle for peace, freedom, independence, 
and social progress, 

Reaffirming their commitment to the purposes 
and principles of the United Nations Char- 
ter, 

Mindful of the Declaration on the Principles 
of Friendship and Co-operation between the 
German Democratic Republic and Socialist 
Ethiopia of 29 November 1978, 

Reaffirming their desire to further strengthen 
and develop the existing relations of friend- 
ship and the mutually advantageous co-opera- 
tion between the two States and peoples 
and, 

Determined to assist each other in the crea- 
tion and shaping of the conditions for 
strengthening and developing the revolution- 
ary social and economic gains achieved by the 
two peoples, 

Have resolved to conclude this Treaty and 
have agreed as follows: 
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Article 1 

The High Contracting Parties declare their 
resolve to strengthen the relations of friend- 
ship between their States and peoples and, to 
this end to shape and further expand their 
co-operation in the political, economic, trade, 
scientific, cultural, technical and other fields 
on the basis of the principles of sovereign 
equality of States, territorial integrity, in- 
violability of frontiers, equal rights, and non- 
interference in internal affairs. 


Article 2 

The High Contracting Parties shall promote 
their all-round co-operation in the fields of 
science, culture, education, literature, art, 
press, radio, television, cinema, health, sports, 
the training of personnel, exchange of ex- 
perience and in all other fields for the purpose 
of a more profound understanding of the life, 
work and achievements of the peoples of the 
two countries. 


Article 3 

The High Contracting Parties, giving great 
importance to economic co-operation and 
trade between them, shall expand and deepen 
co-operation and the exchange of experiences 
in these fields. These relations shall be on the 
basis of equal rights, mutual benefit and most 
favoured nation treatment. 


Article 4 

The High Contracting Parties shall pursue a 
policy of peace to strengthen friendship and 
co-operation among all peoples. 

The German Democratic Republic shall re- 
spect the peaceful foreign policy of Socialist 
Ethiopia which is based on the purposes and 
principles of the Charter of the Organization 
of African Unity and the Non-Aligned Move- 
ment and which constitutes an important 
factor in the development of international co- 
operation and peaceful co-existence. Socialist 
Ethiopia shall respect the peaceful foreign 
policy of the GDR which is in the nature of a 
socialist State and is aimed at strengthening 
friendship and co-operation among all peoples. 


Article 5 

The High Contricting Parties shall continue 
to make active contributions to the struggle for 
peace and international security and shall 
make every effort to deepen and extend the 
process of detente, to achieve general and 
complete disarmament, including nuclear dis- 
armament, and shall advocate settlement of all 
international disputes by peaceful means, 
without prejudice to the legitimate right of 
States, under the Charter of the United Na- 
ions, to individual or collective self-defence 
against aggression. 


Article 6 

The High Contracting Parties shall also in 
future closely co-operate in the struggle 
against the forces of imperialism, neo-colo- 
nialism, hegemonism, expansionism and for 
the liquidation of all the remnants of colonial- 
ism and of racism and apartheid in all their 
forms and manifestations. 

They shall support all measures taken for the 
full implementation of the United Nations 
Declaration on the Granting of Independence 
to Colonial Countries and Peoples, shall al- 
ways render active solidarity and support to 
all peoples fighting for their freedom, inde- 
pendence, sovereignty and social progress, 
and, to this end, shall co-operate with other 
democratic and peace-loving States. 


Article 7 

The High Contracting Parties shall work for 
the establishment of a new international eco- 
nomic order on an equal and democratic basis, 
free from imperialist exploitation. 

They reaffirm and further support the sover- 
eign right of peoples to exercise permanent 
control over, and use of, their natural re- 
sources. 


Article 8 

The High Contracting Parties shall consult 
each other on important international ques- 
tions affecting the interests of the two coun- 
tries. 
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Article 9 

The High Contracting Parties solemnly declare 
that neither will enter into any alliance or 
participate in any step or action directed 
against the other High Contracting Party. 


Article 10 

The High Contracting Parties declare that no- 
thing in the present Treaty shall affect their 
obligations under existing international trea- 
ties or obligations arising from regional and 
international organizations of which they are 
members, and undertake not to enter into any 
international agreements inconsistent with 
the provisions of the present Treaty. 


Article 11 

All questions arising between the High Con- 
tracting Parties with regard to the interpreta- 
tion or application of this Treaty shall be 
settled by bilateral negotiation in a spirit of 
friendship, understanding and mutual re- 
spect. 


Article 12 

This Treaty is subject to ratification and shall 
enter into force with the exchange of the in- 
struments of ratification, which shall take 
place in Berlin, Capital of the German Demo- 
cratic Republic. 


Article 13 

This Treaty shall be valid for a period of 20 
years after its entry into force. 

It shall automatically be extended for succes- 
sive periods of five years, unless one of the 
High Contracting Parties gives notice, in writ- 
ing, of its desire to terminate it twelve months 
prior to the expiry of the said period. 

This Treaty is made in two copies each in the 
German, Amharic and English languages, all 
the texts being equally authentic. 


Archives of the Ministry of Foreign Attairs 
of the GDR 
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From the joint communiqué on the official friendship visit of a party 

and state delegation of the German Democratic Republic headed 

by the General Secretary of the Central Committee of the 

Socialist Unity Party of Germany and Chairman of the GDR Council 

of State, Erich Honecker, to the People’s Democratic Republic of Yemen 


17 November 1979 


III 

Erich Honecker and Abdel Fattah Ismail em- 
phasized the historic successes and achieve- 
ments of the African peoples in the struggle 
for national liberation, against imperialist do- 
mination and for social progress. They reaf- 
firm their solidarity with the African peoples 
in their legitimate fight against the survivings 
of colonialism, against racism, neo-colonialism 
and imperialist influence. They condemn all 
imperialist attempts and machinations to hold 
up the uprising of the African peoples to gain 
freedom, independence, democracy, progress 
and peace. 

Both sides value highly the successes achieved 
by the progressive African states in building 
their societies in the political, economic and 
cultural spheres. They condemn the imperialist 
machinations to endanger the security and sta- 
bility of those countries and to impede the 
fulfilment of their political and social develop- 
ment plans. 

Both sides are determined to continue their 
support for the struggle of the peoples in south 
ern Africa. They utterly reject the policy of 
racial discrimination and apartheid on the 
part of the minority regimes in Pretoria and 
Salisbury. They support the struggle of the 
peoples of Zimbabwe, Namibia and South 
Africa under the leadership of their legitimate 
representatives, the Patriotic Front, the South 
West Africa People’s Organization (SWAPO) 
and the African National Congress (ANC) 
against the racist minority regimes and for 
liberation and real independence. 

They express their solidarity with the front- 
line states in defending themselves against 
acts of aggression on the part of racist regi- 
mes. 

They condemn the attempts made by imperial- 
ist forces to establish puppet regimes in Zim- 
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babwe and Namibia contrary to the wishes 
and hopes of those peoples. 

They welcome the victory of the people’s for- 
ces of Nicaragua against the Somoza dictator- 
ship, which crowned the long struggle waged 
by the Nicaraguan people under the leader- 
ship of the Frente Sandinista for national libe- 
ration. 

They condemn the terror of the fascist dicta- 
torship in Chile and support the struggle of 
the Chilean people for freedom and democ- 
racy. 

Both sides underline their fraternal solidarity 
for the Republic of Cuba and reject the 
shameful smear campaign and the provocative 
military manoeuvres of US imperialism direct- 
ed against that country. 

Both sides confirm that they are in favour of 
stabilizing the tense situation in South-East 
Asia. They praised the heroic struggle of the 
Vietnamese people and of the peoples of the 
Lao People’s Democratic Republic and the 
People’s Republic of Kampuchea for strength- 
ening their independence, rebuilding their 
countries and defending their national sover- 
eignty. They consider the Revolutionary Peo- 
ple’s Council of Kampuchea the only legiti- 
mate representative of the people of Kam- 
puchea which is entitled to represent its 
country in the United Nations and other in- 
ternational organizations and forums. 

The GDR and the PDRY emphasize their sol- 
idarity with the struggle of the Afghan people 
against counter-revolution and interference 
from abroad and support its right to freely 
choose its path of development. 

They welcome the Iranian revolution, which 
has liberated the people from the Shah’s rule 
and ended Iran’s role as gendarme in the 
service of imperialist interests in this re- 
gion. 

Both sides underline the necessity of the full 
implementation of the resolutions taken by the 


United Nations as well as by the movement 
of non-aligned states and other international 
efforts to transform the Indian Ocean into a 
zone of peace without any imperialist military 
bases. In this connection they welcome the 
proposal made by the Union of Soviet Socialist 
Republics to resume the Soviet-American ne- 
gotiations for the limitation and reduction of 
military activities in the Indian Ocean. They 
condemn the existence and extension of im- 
perialist military bases in the Indian Ocean, 
particularly on Diego Garcia and Massira as 
well as the establishment of a new American 
fleet in this region. They demand the aboli- 
tion of these bases which directly threaten the 
security of the peoples in the region and world 
peace. 

Erich Honecker and Abdel Fattah Ismail ex- 
press their high regard for the movement of 


non-aligned states which represents an im- 
portant positive factor in international rela- 
tions. They valued the decisions taken by the 
6th Summit of the Movement of Non-aligned 
States in Havana. Its decisions will contribute 
to the strengthening of peace, security and 
international détente and encourage the strug- 
gle of the peoples against imperialism, colo- 
nialism and neo-colonialism. They support the 
striving of the peoples for consolidating their 
political independence and social and economic 
development as well as for establishing a new 
world economic order on the basis of equality 
and equal rights. 


Documents of the Socialist Unity Party of Ger- 
many, Vol. 17, 1978/79, Dietz Verlag, Berlin 1981, 
p. 360-62 


Speech delivered by Ambassador Peter Florin, Deputy Minister 
of Foreign Affairs and Permanent Representative of the GDR at 
the United Nations, at the XXXIV session of the UN General Assembly 


concerning the question of Namibia 


7 December 1979 


The current session of the General Assembly 
is taking place at a time when, according to 
the proposals and plans of the United Nations, 
the freedom, independence and self-determina- 
tion of the people of Namibia should long 
ago have been forthcoming. However, this 
people is still being forced to live under. the 
colonial yoke of the fascist apartheid ré- 
gime. 

Every day in Namibia a large number of men, 
women and children, the innocent victims of 
racial barbarity, are dying. Today more than 
ever before we should really raise the ques- 
tion in this Assembly of why it has not been 
possible to carry out the intentions of the 
United Nations and the overwhelming majo- 
rity of States of the world to ensure for the 
people of Namibia life and freedom. The prin- 
cipal reasons for this undoubtedly should be 
sought in the conduct of the racist rulers of 
Pretoria. 

In spite of diversionary manoeuvres, it has be- 
come obvious today that a solution to the 


Namibian problem is being deliberately pro- 
tracted and blocked. Thus something that was 
insistently and persistently stressed by the 
majority of speakers at the XXXIII session 
in May this year and also at previous sessions 
has been confirmed—namely, that the Pretoria 
régime cannot be compelled by mere talk and 
appeals to renounce its occupation of Nami- 
bia, which is in contravention of international 
law. 

The assertion of the representatives of certain 
Western Powers to the effect that the racists 
can be brought to their senses by talks among 
themselves has been repudiated by the racists’ 
allies themselves. The apartheid régime has 
stepped up its policy of terror and oppression 
against the people of Namibia precisely at a 
time when the representatives of the Western 
Powers have been holding talks about so-called 
settlements. 

The reports of the South West Africa People’s 
Organization (SWAPO), which has been re- 
cognized by the United Nations as the sole 
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legitimate liberation organization, make it un- 
deniably clear that the racists are using the 
escalation of terror as their main instrument 
in their policy with regard to Namibia. 

As was reported this July in Dar es Salaam 
by the Secretary for Foreign Affairs of 
SWAPO, Mr Peter Mueshihange, in the course 
of their terror campaign aimed against the 
African liberation movement, which was 
stepped up at the beginning of May, troops 
and police of the racist Power had in the 
period up to the end of June 1979 alone ar- 
rested a total of 4,822 members and sympa- 
thizers of SWAPO. 

That is the true picture of the alleged inde- 
pendence today practised by the puppet ré- 
gime appointed by Pretoria. 

Therefore, there can be no doubt that the ré- 
gime which emerged from the rigged elections 
is serving only the purpose of perpetuating 
the illegal occupation of Namibia and under- 
mining the relevant decisions of the United 
Nations. In the light of this situation, the 
delegation of the German Democratic Repub- 
lic once again calls with the utmost insistence 
for sanctions against South Africa, in accord- 
ance with Chapter VII of the United Nations 
Charter. We should like in this regard to refer 
in particular to General Assembly resolution 
33/206, adopted on 31 May 1979, which in 
operative paragraph 12, once again repeats 
the demand contained in documents adopted 
earlier by the United Nations. 

Categorically condemning the escalation of 
terror by the racists in Namibia, we should 
also like to draw attention to the intensifica- 
tion of the policy of aggression pursued by 
Pretoria against independent African States— 
and it has been the People’s Republic of An- 
gola which has suffered particularly from this 
South African aggression. At the same time, 
the racist clique in Southern Rhodesia is con- 
tinuing to commit new acts of aggression 
against the People’s Republic of Mozambique, 
Zambia and other independent African States. 
The delegation of the German Democratic Re- 
public wishes to issue a vigorous protest 
against the new attacks by the racist régime 
against neighbouring States. 

The United Nations must condemn the recent 
threats of invasion by the Pretoria régime and 
issue a serious warning. In this regard, I 
should like to stress the justice of the com- 
muniqué dated 4 December 1979 issued by 


342 


the Government of the Democratic Republic 
of Madagasgar which stated: 

“... the Patriotic Front ... should refrain 
from committing itself to signing documents 
concerning elections until the South African 
army has withdrawn from Rhodesia”. (A/C.4/ 
34/13, annex) 

Thus the truth has once again been confirmed, 
a truth which has been so often uttered here 
and in other United Nations bodies. There is 
a link of direct dependence between the im- 
perialist policy of exploitation and oppression, 
as embodied in racism and apartheid, and the 
policy of aggression and terror pursued by 
these régimes. The existence of these régimes 
is a threat to neighbouring African States and 
to international peace and security, and it is 
for this very reason that we deem absolutely 
indispensable the adoption of enforcement 
measures against the racists, in accordance 
with Chapter VII of the United Nations Char- 
ter. 

For some years now we have realized that it 
is precisely those that within the United Na- 
tions oppose sanctions that are the people 
that are continuing and expanding co-opera- 
tion with the racist régimes. The major multi- 
national corporations of the North Atlantic 
Treaty Organization (NATO) countries are 
still using the exploitation and oppression 
practised by the racist régime in Namibia for 
the plundering of the natural resources of that 
country in the interests of maximum profits. 
These concerns, with the full support of their 
Governments, are openly disregarding the 
United Nations and to this very day have not 
concerned themselves in any way with the 
decisions on Namibia adopted by the United 
Nations. 

Permit me once again to draw the attention of 
this Assembly to Decree No. 1 of the Council 
for Namibia. The provisions of this document 
should have been used to prevent the plunder- 
ing of natural resources so that subsequently 
they could have been placed at the disposal 
of the free people of Namibia. However, the 
multinational corporations and the Govern- 
ments of NATO countries which support them 
have been systematically violating this decree 
and all the other irrevocably binding docu- 
ments of the United Nations on Namibia. 

In a working paper of the Council for Nami- 
bia (A/AC.131/L.73), which was submitted on 
28 March 1978, attention is drawn urgently 


to the continuing practice of exploitation by 
multinational corporations. We find particu- 
larly alarming the attempts of these corpora- 
tions to plunder to the greatest extent possible 
the uranium resources of Namibia. 

As was stressed by the Chairman of the South 
West Africa People’s Organization (SWAPO), 
Sam Nujoma, in an interview with the Nige- 
rian newspaper, The Sunday Observer, on 
15 April 1979, uranium ore concentrates have 
recently been sent from Namibia by air. In the 
interests of their profits, the monopolies do 
not shrink from violating the international 
rules governing the security of the transport 
of uranium according to which the transport 
of these ores is permitted only in special 
craft. 

The working paper of the Council for Nami- 
bia, which I have already mentioned, also con- 
tains illuminating information concerning the 
unabashed exploitation and catastrophic living 
conditions of, in particular, the African popu- 
lation. The examples it gives of living and 
working conditions of the Africans recall the 
dungeon-like conditions of the last century 
and once again demonstrate that the régime 
has no intention of changing the existing situa- 
tion and nor have the multinational corpora- 
tions. 

There are limits to the patience of the majority 
of States Members of the United Nations. We 
cannot and we must not permit the racist ré- 
gimes by their manoeuvres repeatedly to dis- 
regard the world Organization and to violate 
the existing decisions of the United Nations. 
It is not difficult to identify what is behind the 
manipulations involved in the so-called Na- 
mibia plan by the NATO Powers; it is to 
prevent the genuine independence of Namibia, 
which would give the people of that country 
an opportunity independently to determine 
their own fate. 

At the present time we are once again witness- 
ing a situation in which efforts are being 
intensified in imperialist circles to deprive 
SWAPO of its legitimate right to act on be- 
half of the people, and to transfer power both 
in Namibia and in Southern Rhodesia to pup- 
pet Governments which will defend im- 
perialist interests. In Geneva and in London 
attempts are proceeding to legalize step by 
step the puppets which are being maintained 
by South Africa. The national liberation groups 
are being given ultimatums, the purpose of 


which is to compel them to give up their 
positions of principle. The one-sided demands 
which have been made of the national libera- 
tion movements coincide with the desires of 
the racists, instead of forcing the latter to give 
up their policy and to recognize the rights of 
SWAPO and the Patriotic Front, as demanded 
by United Nations resolutions. 

One sometimes wonders whether the officials 
of the United Nations apparatus are always 
guided by the decisions of the General Assem- 
bly of the United Nations. We cannot fail to 
see that there are attempts in imperialist 
circles to block any development which might 
conflict with their interests in southern Africa, 
so as to guarantee in practice the preservation 
of colonial dependence. 

The agents of these circles are sparing no 
effort to sow division, to destabilize the situa- 
tion and to organize economic difficulties for 
the independent African States. Therefore, un- 
limited, unreserved solidarity with all the for- 
ces fighting these neo-colonialist trends is dic- 
tated by the events of the day. 

Of equal importance are joint actions on the 
part of the sovereign African States and the 
national liberation movements of southern 
Africa. The German Democratic Republic 
unreservedly supports the programme of ac- 
tion of the United Nations, as reflected in 
General Assembly resolution 33/206, and once 
again we wish to draw attention most vigor- 
ously to the demands for the immediate cessa- 
tion of the illegal occupation of Namibia and 
the total and unreserved withdrawal of all oc- 
cupation troops, non-recognition of the illegal 
puppet régime installed by Pretoria; recogni- 
tion of the territorial integrity and political 
unity of Namibia; the liberation of all political 
detainees; and respect for the right of the 
Namibian people to struggle for independence 
by all means available. 

The General Secretary of the Central Com- 
mittee of the Socialist Unity Party of Germany 
and Chairman of the State Council of the Ger- 
man Democratic Republic, Erich Honecker, 
who recently went to Addis Ababa on a visit 
of friendship, met there the Secretary-General 
of the Organization of African Unity (OAU) 
and his deputies and the heads of missions of 
member States of the OAU and addressed 
them as follows: 

““My visit to the Secretary-General of the Or- 
ganization of African Unity has given me a 
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very good opportunity once again to confirm 
the unshakable support of the German Demo- 
cratic Republic for the people of Zimbabwe 
and its legitimate representative, the Patriotic 
Front, and for the people of Namibia and its 
legitimate representative, SWAPO. What we 
want is the genuine independence of these 
peoples through the total transfer of power to 
their lawful representatives, the Patriotic Front 
and SWAPO. In view of the continuing barba- 
rous acts of aggression by the racist régimes 
against Angola, Mozambique and Zambia, we 
also wish to express our particular solidarity 
with, and active support for, those States. I 


should like to assure you, Mr Secretary-Gen- 
eral, that the peoples and States of Africa can 
always continue to rely on the socialist Ger- 
man Democratic Republic as a faithful frieng 
and reliable ally in their just struggle for na- 
tional and social liberation, for the strengthen- 
ing of their national sovereignty and for the 
attainment of their economic independence.” 
That is the position of the German Democratic 
Republic. 


Archives of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
of the GDR 


Speech delivered by GDR representative Ambassador Dr Harald Rose 
at the XXXIV session of the UN General Assembly regarding the 
implementation of the UN Declaration on the Granting of Independence 


to Colonial Countries and Peoples 


12 December 1979 


The Declaration on the Granting of Indepen- 
dence to Colonial Countries and Peoples sta- 
tes, inter alia, that ‘‘the process of liberation is 
irresistible and irreversible’. For almost two 
decades now this document, which had been 
initiated by the USSR, has proven its validity 
and vitality. 

We are satisfied to note the ever stronger deter- 
mination of peoples to put an end to the policy 
of exploitation and oppression pursued by im- 
perialism. The struggle to eliminate colonialism 
and racism proves to be an inseparable com- 
ponent of the overall effort for peace and 
detente, for disarmament and equal interna- 
tional economic relations. 

The increased number of nationally liberated 
States in itself is a manifestation of the suc- 
cesses scored in the struggle for national and 
social liberation of all peoples. 

It is of great importance that the majority of 
these States, as has become manifest at the 
Havana summit conference of non-aligned 
countries, approaches the resolution of mo- 
mentous international issues with commitment 
and in an active and constructive fashion. 

The record of the historic Declaration 1514, 
however, also reveals that the comprehensive 
implementation of the right to self-determina- 
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tion of all peoples continues to encounter con- 
siderable obstacles. In this context Africa re- 
mains to be the focal point. It is the continent 
where in the past decades colonialists were 
to suffer striking defeats; it is the continent 
the southern part of which now is particularly 
endangered by imperialist and racist manoeu- 
vres. The last strongholds of colonialism and 
racism continue to exist in southern Africa. 
We are concerned at the unbroken subjugation 
of the peoples in South Africa, Namibia and 
Zimbabwe. 

It becomes increasingly clear that the aggres- 
sive and terrorist policies of the racist regi- 
mes are a dangerous threat to the African 
peoples’ work of peaceful construction and 
even a threat to international peace and se- 
curity. The more so as South Africa designs to 
gain free play through blackmail in imple- 
menting its nuclear intentions. 

The series of racist atrocities just recently 
was complemented by new deeds. The outcry 
of resentment at the assassination of Salomon 
Mahlangu was still ringing forth when the 
Pretoria authorities pronounced the capital 
punishment upon James Mangu for what they 
called high treason and sentenced a number 
of other ANC patriotes to many years of im- 


prisonment. The printing ink was still fresh 
of the headlines on the talks on Zimbabwe 
when Southern Rhodesia’s mercenary army 
launched new violent attacks on Zambia and 
Mozambique. South Africa’s threats to pre- 
vent a progressive development in Zimbabwe 
by means of a military intervention went 
along with the Apartheid State’s proclamation 
of hegemonistic designs to forge a pro-racist 
alliance in the region. It is high time for this 
policy to be checked which defies al norms of 
international law. There are ample program- 
mes and measures which were adopted by 
various United Nations bodies to halt and 
curb the racists. What is imperative now is 
to implement these programmes. Tangible 
measures must be taken in accordance with 
Chapter VII of the Charter of the United Na- 
tions. 

My delegation emphatically speaks out for the 
binding arms embargo against South Africa 
to be strictly observed and expanded to all 
military fields. An immediate end must be 
put to military and, primarily, nuclear colla- 
boration with the Apartheid regime. 

With the same emphasis, we call for compre- 
hensive economic sanctions, including an oil 
embargo and an investment stop, to be im- 
posed upon South Africa. 

The racists’ challenge must be answered by 
tightened coercive measures rather than by 
indications on the part of certain States to 
lift unilaterally the decision on the imposi- 
tion of sanctions which had been adopted by 
the Security Council. 

A basic source for the escalation of the rac- 
ist policy of terrorism and aggression in south- 
ern Africa is the continuing collaboration of 
certain powers with the racist regimes. 

This fact is amply proved by a score of in- 
stances contained in documents of the United 
Nations committees. The Khalifa report alone 
lists the names of 2,500 companies of western 
States collaborating with the Apartheid re- 
gime. Issue No. 5/79 of the Notes and Docu- 
ments of the Centre Against Apartheid traces 
the financial operations of 382 banking 
houses of major capitalist States which since 
1972 have made available to the apartheid 
State 5.5 billion US dollars through credits 
and loans. The report of the United Nations 
Seminar on Nuclear Collaboration with South 
Africa (Document $/13157 of 9 March 1979) 
gives an abandance of details proving the 


support of the nuclear ambitions cherished by 
those ruling in Pretoria. 

The sixth summit conference of the non- 
aligned countries pointed out that the impe- 
rialist powers “‘are continuing their aggressive 
policies aimed at recovering, establishing or 
spreading their domination and exploitation 
of the African nations, giving rise to the con- 
flicts that are shaking the continent”. 

These policies are a source of danger to inter- 
national detente. This cannot be obscured, 
however sophisticated attempts at justification 
may be. It is a fact that thousands of people 
have been murdered with highly developed 
weaponry of western origin in southern Africa. 
It is a fact that the racists’ army continues to 
receive supplies despite the arms embargo. 
And it is also a fact that, in defiance of the 
world-wide call for isolating the regime, 
shipments from western countries are con- 
tinuously increasing and that financial flows 
have not been clogged. 

Indeed, everywhere and anytime when inter- 
ests of exploitation and profit are affected or 
when the supply of strategic raw materials is 
jeopardized reactionary forces gather to coun- 
teract through large-scale actions. Peace and 
security are endangered by military interven- 
tion, gross interference in internal affairs and 
economic pressure. This is clearly proved by 
most recent hectic manoeuvres in connection 
with developments in southern Africa. 

With regard to Namibia and Zimbabwe, im- 
perialist quarters have always been speaking 
of and talking about peaceful settlements; 
what they have had in mind, however, was to 
safeguard their economic and military inter- 
ests. It was them who have rendered support 
to the racist regimes which have massacred 
thousands and thousands of African people. 
Vigilance against the manoeuvres of these 
forces is a supreme commandment. 

The Declaration on the Granting of Indepen- 
dence to Colonial Countries and Peoples has 
retained its full validity for all peoples still 
living under colonial oppression. The peoples 
of Belize, West Sahara and the small territo- 
ries must no longer be denied their right to 
self-determination and independence. The 
denial of self-determination and indepen- 
dence to the peoples of the small territories 
in the Pacific, in the Atlantic and in the 
Indian Ocean results, above all, from military 
and strategic interests. 
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As has been established in the documents of 
the Committee of 24 on decolonization, the 
colonial powers concerned have done nothing 
to comply with the repeated call of the United 
Nations to dissolve without delay and uncon- 
ditionally their military bases and military 
facilities in colonial territories and not to 
establish new such facilities. My delegation 
shares the concern of these peoples and their 
neighbours who are threatened by military 
bases and wish not to be involved in military 
adventures. This is particularly true to the 
Indian Ocean and its coastal States. The GDR 
supports the proposal to transform the Indian 
Ocean in a zone of peace. My country vig- 
orously objects the anachronistic policy of the 
colonial powers to retard ongoing changes in 
the world and to deny to the peoples of small 
countries their rights by means of military 
pressure. 

It is peace and detente that create more fa- 
vourable conditions for the liberation of the 
peoples still oppressed. The German Demo- 
cratic Republic is among those States who 
actively work to consolidate the foundations 
of a peaceful and beneficial cooperation 
among peoples and States. The socialist Ger- 
man State has made it a fundamental of its 
foreign policy to render support to the peo- 
ples struggling for their liberation. Since its 
foundation 30 years ago, the GDR has been 
guided by the consideration that solidarity 
with the struggle of the peoples is not a ques- 
tion of tactics but of principle. 

In continuance of the traditions of the German 
revolutionary working class movement it 
committed itself to the principles of respect 
for the sovereignty of peoples and States, of 
equality and of support of the struggle for 
independence and self-determination. We shall 
not swerve to continue this course. 

This has been underscored by the results of 
several visits to African countries by Party 
and State delegations from my country. The 
negotiations conducted in Libya, Angola, Zam- 
bia, Mozambique and Ethiopia, the delibera- 
tions with the leaders of the liberation or- 
ganizations, that is Namibia’s SWAPO, Zim- 
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babwe’s Patriotic Front and the ANC of South 
Africa, as well as the talks held in the Genera] 
Secretariat of OAU have manifested the firm 
bonds and tested solidarity with the struggle 
of the African peoples. 

The treaties on friendship and cooperation 
concluded with Angola, Mozambique and 
most recently with Ethiopia and the People’s 
Democratic Republic of Yemen are of para- 
mount importance. In those treaties the signa- 
tory States undertake to devote their efforts 
to the full implementation of the Declaration 
on the Granting of Independence to Colonial 
Countries and Peoples and to continue their 
active support of all peoples struggling for 
their freedom, independence and sovereignty, 
and for social progress. 

In his recent talk with OAU Secretary General 
Edem Kodjo, the General Secretary of the 
Central Committee of the Socialist Unity Party 
of Germany and Chairman of the Council of 
State of the German Democratic Republic, 
Erich Honecker, reaffirmed the active support 
rendered by the GDR to the just struggle of 
the peoples of Africa for national and social 
liberation and particularly stressed the GDR’s 
solidarity with the cause of the peoples of 
Zimbabwe and Namibia who, under the 
leadership of the Patriotic Front and SWAPO, 
struggle for national independence and 
against continuing colonial exploitation and 
racist oppression. 

In view of increasing attempts by imperialist 
quarters and the racist regime to force upon 
the peoples of Zimbabwe and Namibia neo- 
colonialist puppet regimes by means of black- 
mail and other forms of extortion, he repeated 
the call to resolutely support the Patriotic 
Front and SWAPO in their just struggle for 
true independence and freedom. 

It is in this sense that the German Democratic 
Republic actively and. firmly sides with 
struggling peoples and will make its contribu- 
tion to bursting the last remaining chains of 
colonialism and racism. 


Archives of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
of the GDR . 


From the GDR report to the UN Commission on Human Rights 
regarding the implementation of the International Convention on the 
Suppression and Punishment of the Crime of Apartheid 


29 January 1980 


The government and the people of the Ger- 
man Democratic Republic most resolutely 
condemn the peace-imperilling and anti-human 
system of apartheid and work for its complete 
and unconditional elimination. Since the GDR 
was founded 30 years ago, it has firmly stood 
on the side of peoples fighting against impe- 
rialism, colonialism, neo-colonialism, racism 
and apartheid. Its sympathy and support go 
out, in particular, to the peoples in southern 
Africa who struggle, under the leadership of 
their national liberation organizations, against 
colonial and racist oppression and exploitation 
and for the achievement of independence and 
self-determination. Erich Honecker, General 
Secretary of the Central Committee of the So- 
cialist Unity Party of Germany and Chairman 
of the Council of State of the German Demo- 
cratic Republic, declared during the visit of 
a GDR party and state delegation to Ethio- 
pla: 

“A lasting solution to the problems in the 
south of Africa will be possible only when 
the peoples of Zimbabwe and Namibia, led by 
the Patriotic Front and SWAPO respectively 
and the people of South Africa led by the ANC 
take control of their own destinies and exer- 
cise their right to self-determination, and 
when the anti-human apartheid regime is 
removed.” 

Any form of racism and apartheid are foreign 
to the nature of socialist society in the GDR. 
The GDR’s state and legal system guarantees 
equal rights to all its citizens, irrespective of 
their race, and prohibits any kind of discrimi- 
nation thus ensuring that the provisions of the 
Convention are fully implemented. This is also 
an example for the humanistic and democratic 
character of socialist society which fully 
guarantees the realization and protection of 
human rights. 

Article 6 of the German Democratic Republic’s 
Constitution of 6 April 1968 as modified by 
the Law of 7 October 1974 amending the Con- 
stitution reaffirms the fact that German mili- 
tarism and nazism were extirpated on the ter- 


ritory of the German Democratic Republic in 
accordance with the interests of its people and 
in compliance with its international obliga- 
tions. 

Article 6 highlights the German Democratic 
Republic’s support for states and peoples 
fighting against imperialism and colonialism, 
for national freedom, independence and so- 
cial progress. Hence, assistance to colonially 
and racially oppressed peoples is a constitu- 
tional tenet underlying the German Demo- 
cratic Republic’s foreign policy. It is likewise 
a principle inherent in the socialist system to 
treat militarist and revanchist propaganda, 
war-mongering and manifestations of hatred 
against creeds, races and nations as punishable 
crimes. 

The equality of all citizens in terms of funda- 
mental rights is specifically guaranteed in Ar- 
ticles 19 and 20. Article 19 ensures their right 
to participate in the guidance of social devel- 
opment, establishes that respect for and pro- 
tection of the dignity and freedom of the per- 
sonality is mandatory for all state organs, all 
social forces and each individual citizen, and 
guarantees the right of each and every citizen 
freely to unfold his talents. Article 20 of the 
Constitution embodies the principle that every 
citizen of the German Democratic Republic 
has the same rights and duties, irrespective 
of nationality, race, philosophy or religious 
confession, social origin or position. In con- 
formity with this Article, other Articles spell 
out the basic rights of every citizen, irrespec- 
tive of his race; i.e. their entitlement to full 
participation in shaping political, economic, 
social and cultural affairs (Article 21), the 
right to vote and to be elected (Article 22), 
the right to work (Article 24), the right to 
education (Article 25), the inviolability of the 
person and liberty (Article 30) and the right 
to profess a religious creed (Article 39). 

The principle of equality before the law and 
equal legal protection without any discrimi- 
nation is established in Articles 20 and 33. 
The principle of equality of all citizens is also 
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fully applied with regard to labour relations. 
The GDR Labour Code, which entered into 
force on 1 January 1978, contains in law form 
the decisive basic rights such as the right to 
work, the equality of women, the protection 
and advancement of young people, the right 
to participation in management and in social 
development, the right to a wage correspond- 
ing to the quality and quantity of work done, 
the right to education, leisure and rest, to 
protection of health and working capacity, to 
participation in cultural life, to social assist- 
ance in old age and to material security in 
cases of illness, accident and disablement. All 
these fundamental rights are guaranteed with- 
out distinction of ideology, religion or race. 
These rights are safely protected because min- 
isters, the persons in charge of the central or- 
gans of the state and the economic policy- 
making bodies as well as the directors of 
enterprises are bound by the obligation to 
ensure and verify compliance with all the 
provisions of the Labour Code. They are per- 
sonally responsible for this. 

Inadmissibility of any kind of discrimination 
against any citizen and equality of all citizens 
before the law have been reaffirmed as guid- 
ing principles for all jurisdiction in the Ger- 
man Democratic Republic by the Law on the 
Constitution of the Courts of 27 September 
1974. Article 8 of this Law reads: 

“Equality of citizens before the law and in 
court are guaranteed irrespective of their na- 
tionality, race, ideological or religious belief 
and their social position.” 

This principle determines procedures in cri- 
minal proceedings as well as in legal action 
in civil, family and labour cases before GDR 
courts.. 

Social conditions in the German Democratic 
Republic, the consistent implementation of the 
principle to grant completely equal rights to 
all citizens irrespective of their nationality or 
race preclude any political, economic or so- 
cial base of racist or apartheid manifestations. 
Nevertheless, in pursuance of international 
obligations and in agreement with Article 6 
of the GDR Constitution, Article 91 of the 
Penal Code stipulates that the persecution, ex- 
pulsion or destruction of national, ethnic, ra- 
cial or religious groups or the commitment of 
other inhuman acts against such groups will 
be punished as crimes against humanity. 
Fascist propaganda, national or racial incite- 
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ment, glorification of fascism or militarism as 
well as insult for national or racial reasons 
have been qualified as criminal acts under 
Articles 92, 106 and 140 of the Penal Code. 
Solidarity with the peoples fighting for self- 
determination and independence and against 
colonial and racist oppression is a basic for- 
eign policy principle of the socialist German 
state. The German Democratic Republic views 
the struggle of the peoples for the ultimate 
elimination of colonialism, racism and apart- 
heid as an integral part of the fight the pro- 
gressive forces of the world are waging for 
peace, international security, disarmament and 
social progress. 

To avert the threat to peace in southern Africa, 
all-out assistance must be given to the struggle 
of the people in South Africa for the imple- 
mentation of its legitimate rights and the 
South African apartheid system must be ef- 
fectively isolated at the international level. 
The escalation of the acts of aggression com- 
mitted by the apartheid regime against sover- 
eign African states, the manoeuvres of South 
Africa to continue its illegal rule in Namibia 
and the dangers to world peace, which have 
now been increased many times over with Pre- 
toria’s ambition to possess nuclear weapons, 
call for resolute measures. The German Demo- 
cratic Republic fully supports the United Na- 
tions decisions and resolutions demanding 
sanctions against the racist policy of force. It 
strictly observes all sanctions imposed by the 
United Nations Security Council and main- 
tains no relations whatsoever with the apart- 
heid state. As a member of the United Nations 
Special Committee Against Apartheid, the 
German Democratic Republic advocates tang- 
ible economic sanctions, a comprehensive arms 
embargo and the prevention of any nuclear 
cooperation with the apartheid regime. 

At the XXXIV session of the United Na- 
tions General Assembly, the German Demo- 
cratic Republic once again took the initiative 
and submitted, together with 28 co-authors, a 
resolution aimed at the comprehensive imple- 
mentation of the International Convention on 
the Suppression and Punishment of the Crime 
of Apartheid. It thus reaffirms the importance 
it attaches to the implementation of the Con- 
vention as an essential means in the struggle 
against the criminal policy of apartheid. 

To render political, diplomatic and material 
support to the peoples in southern Africa, is a 


matter near to the hearts of our country’s 
citizens. True to the humanistic nature of so- 
cialist society, the German Democratic Repub- 
lic has demonstrated its solidarity with the 
fighting peoples of southern Africa, indeed 
with all anti-colonialist and anti-racist forces, 
particularly during the UN-proclaimed Inter- 
national Anti-Apartheit Year. 

Its solidarity activities, a concern of all sec- 
tions of the people, have taken on an un- 
precedented scope and variety. Through 
specific measures, coordinated by a Govern- 
ment Commission headed by Alfred Neumann, 
First Deputy Chairman of the Council of 
Ministers, the German Democratic Republic 
helped to make sure that the International 
Anti-Apartheid Year gave a fresh impetus to 
the struggle for the final elimination of all 
forms of colonialism, racism and apartheid. 
By hosting the Special Session of the World 
Peace Council in Berlin from 2 to 5 February 
1979, the GDR Peace Council made an impor- 
tant contribution to the promotion of solidarity 
with the peoples of southern Africa and to 
propagating the objectives of the Internatio- 
nal Anti-Apartheid Year. Leslie O. Harriman, 
Chairman of the United Nations Special Com- 
mittee Against Apartheid, who attended the 
session in Berlin, had talks with the Chairman 
of the GDR Government Commission for the 
International Anti-Apartheid Year, the Presi- 
dent of the GDR Solidarity Committee and 
with other organizations. That gave him an 
opportunity to receive first-hand information 
on the wide range of activities undertaken by 
the government and the people of the GDR in 
the struggle against apartheid. 

The many instances of material aid and soli- 
darity on the part of the people of the GDR 
are consistent with the political and diplo- 
matic moves of the German Democratic Re- 
public in support of the struggle that is going 
on in southern Africa. Relevant campaigns 
coordinated by the GDR Solidarity Commit- 
tee yielded greater regular and other dona- 
tions from people from all walks of life. 
Essential goods worth over 40 million marks 
were sent to Africa during the International 
Anti-Apartheid Year, above all food, restora- 
tives, vitamin preparations and medicaments, 


baby food, blankets and clothing, tents and 
textiles. Particularly great is assistance to 
liberation organizations and to Angola and 
Mozambique, all of which are permanently 
exposed to the racists’ acts of aggression. Best 
medical treatment is given to sick and 
wounded liberation fighters in GDR hospitals. 
Using six special planes, the Solidarity Com- 
mittee shipped relief supplies to children in 
refugee camps of the Patriotic Front of Zim- 
babwe. 

Another important aspect of the German 
Democratic Republic’s solidarity has been the 
training of personnel. Many young people 
from Namibia, South Africa and Zimbabwe 
are among the 750 African and Arab students 
and skilled workers presently trained in the 
German Democratic Republic. Also, scholars, 
scientists, artists and journalists contributed 
through a variety of ideas and activities to a 
greater solidarity effort on behalf of the Afri- 
can peoples fighting for their national and 
social liberation. An exhibition displaying 
works of professional and amateur artists from 
the German Democratic Republic, which ex- 
presses their strong anti-apartheid feelings, 
has met with a remarkable echo. It was first 
shown in Berlin in April 1978 and later on won 
international acclaim at the Geneva World 
Conference to Combat Racism and Racial 
Discrimination, at the beginning of the 
XXXIII session of the UN General Assembly 
in New York and at UNESCO Headquarters 
in Paris. The exhibition was also presented 
at the international conference of non-govern- 
mental organizations for action against apart- 
heid and at the 1979 Leipzig Spring Fair. 
Selected works from this show have been used 
for the design of a wall calendar put out by 
the Solidarity Committee in cooperation with 
the UN Centre Against Apartheid. 

The German Democratic Republic will carry 
on its firm solidarity with the fighting African 
peoples in an effort to strengthen the anti- 
imperialist front against colonialism, racism 
and apartheid. In so doing, our country is at 
one with the other socialist states and all pro- 
gressive forces in the world. 
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Speech delivered by Ambassador Peter Florin, Deputy Minister of 
Foreign Affairs and Permanent Representative of the GDR at the 
United Nations, to the UN Security Council concerning the situation 


in Southern Rhodesia 


31 January 1980 


The delegation of the German Democratic Re- 
public wishes to express its whole-hearted 
sympathy with the raising by the African 
Group of the question referred to in document 
S/13764. That question has been very con- 
vincingly set forth by representatives of Afri- 
can States. We share the serious concern of 
the members of the Organization of African 
Unity at the explosive situation in Southern 
Rhodesia, the persistence of which has created 
a threat to international peace and security. 
The straightforward foreign colonial domina- 
tion of Southern Rhodesia was replaced by the 
Smith racist régime, which, in turn, was re- 
placed by a puppet régime. However, the 
armed struggle of the Zimbabwe patriots, in- 
ternational support for that struggle and, last 
but not least, the actions of the anti-colo- 
nialist States in the United Nations forced 
those concerned to hold talks that were to 
create the conditions for solving the problem 
of Southern Rhodesia in a way that would 
promote a free and independent Zimbabwe. 
The representatives of the Patriotic Front dis- 
played a sense of high responsibility, a wil- 
lingness for accommodation and a readiness to 
compromise. They acted constructively in order 
to achieve agreement. It is precisely the re- 
presentatives of that movement who today are 
faithful to the Agreement that was reached 
and who, despite the many difficulties they 
have faced, are doing everything they can to 
bring about the peaceful liberation of the 
country. Nevertheless, their African brothers 
find themselves compelled to turn to the 
Security Council-and they have excellent 
grounds for doing so. 

During the XXXIV session of the General 


Assembly, many delegations, including that of 


the German Democratic Republic, ‘were 
already pointing to the dangers threatening 
the free exercise by the people of Zimbabwe 
of their right to self-determination, the dang- 
ers posed by various imperialist manoeuvres. 
Imperialist circles, with the help of a neo- 
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colonialist settlement, continue to pursue the 
goal of subjecting Zimbabwe to their own 
economic interests and strategic plans, aimed 
against the African peoples that have achieved 
their independence by armed struggle. Behind 
the smokescreen of the exacerbation of the 
international situation, and through a cam- 
paign of hysteria and the spirit of the cold 
war, artificially instigated by the foes of dé- 
tente among imperialist circles, we see at- 
tempts being made right now to switch South- 
ern Rhodesia on to a neo-colonialist track. The 
state of emergency has been prolonged for 
another six months. However, elections are to 
take place in Rhodesia within a few weeks. 
The date for those elections has been deliber- 
ately advanced so as to create additional ob- 
stacles and impediments for the patriotic 
forces of Zimbabwe. Furthermore, the neo- 
colonialist collaborationists have long since 
embarked upon their official electoral cam- 
paign—a campaign which, we learn from the 
Western press, is being financed by con- 
siderable sums of money from South African 
and Western sources. More than 200,000 re- 
fugees are still waiting to return to Southern 
Rhodesia. Thousands of political detainees of 
the former racist régime are, as we have heard 
here, still languishing in the gaols of Southern 
Rhodesia. 

We have learned with great concern that there 
is an intention to transfer to the South African 
apartheid régime the freedom-fighters of 
South Africa (ANC), who for years have been 
in the gaols and dungeons of Southern Rho- 
desia. The German Democratic Republic de- 
mands that these persons—and, indeed, all 
the other political detainees—be immediately 
released. 

The racist troops of the former white minority 
régime have been allowed to leave their 
strongpoints and to occupy regions liberated 
by the Patriotic Front forces. Those troops, 
guilty of murdering thousands of innocent 
men, women and children in Southern Rhode- 


sia and neighbouring countries—Zambia, Mo- 
zambique, Botswana and Angola~are being 
used today, as was pointed out by the Minister 
of State of Mozambique, for the purpose of 
what is officially described as maintaining 
order and security. Among them are thousands 
of foreign mercenaries. At the side of the 
racist army units and police units, auxiliary 
troops of the former puppet régime are oper- 
ating—troops that are terrorizing and intimidat- 
ing the population of Zimbabwe and conduct- 
ing an electoral campaign in their own way. 
The racists and their puppets are still freely 
using the old machinery of oppression. 

This question naturally arises: What kind of 
free and democratic elections are these when 
one of the parties taking part in the elections 
—a party that, as we know, has been con- 
demned and stigmatized for its racist and in- 
human policy of oppression—is organizing the 
elections with the help of its administrative 
apparatus and under the protection of its ter- 
rorist police and mercenaries? It is easy to 
imagine what it will take in these circum- 
stances for the Zimbabwe patriots to ensure 
that they gain a hearing. 

Furthermore, it is a fact that there are South 
African troops in the territory of Southern 
Rhodesia, despite the fact that Security Coun- 
cil resolution 460 (1979), adopted on 21 De- 
cember 1979, clearly and unambiguously cal- 
led for the withdrawal of those troops—a with- 
drawal, furthermore, that was promised. Re- 
presentatives of African countries who have 
spoken in this debate have given us detailed 
information about the strength of these troops 
and their weapons. Now, these are not foreign 
soldiers; they are special units of the racist 
régime, whose policy of apartheid inside the 
country and whose aggressive external policy 
have been repeatedly condemned in this body 
as a serious threat to international peace and 
security. 

The South African apartheid régime not only 
claims the right to intervene militarily in large 
areas of the African continent, but has re- 
peatedly attempted to put these claims into 
effect. It is precisely South Africa which for 
14 years has played a decisive role in main- 
taining the racist minority régime in Southern 
Rhodesia. Nor can we forget that this South 
African régime is able to continue its aggres- 
sive policy solely because of the support it 
receives from imperialistic circles, and it is 


only the repeated use of the veto by certain 
permanent members of the Security Council 
that has prevented the application of broadly 
based sanctions against South Africa, despite 
the fact that that has been called for by an 
overwhelming majority of States Members of 
the United Nations. The German Democratic 
Republic maintains the view that serious meas- 
ures must be taken against the apartheid ré- 
gime, which constitutes a threat to peace under 
Chapter VII of the United Nations Charter. 
We should like to ask why South Africa is 
not given a direct ultimatum immediately and 
unconditionally to withdraw its troops from all 
parts of Southern Rhodesia. After all the ulti- 
matum to the Patriotic Front was very swiftly 
put into effect in the interests, it was said, of 
an early solution of the Zimbabwe problem. 
Maybe behind this policy is the desire to see 
to it that, if the imperialist manoeuvres fail, 
South Africa has its hands untied. 

The following words of the Foreign Minister 
of Tanzania were extremely illuminating in 
regard to the South African troops in the ter- 
ritory of Southern Rhodesia: 

“It must be clear that their aim was to serve 
notice that the South Africans would prepare 
a coup against a duly elected Zimbabwe 
Government and then set up a puppet régime 
in the territory as a buffer.” (S/PV. 2192, 
p. 42) 

In accordance with this position of principle, 
the German Democratic Republic will continue 
whole-heartedly to support the struggle of the 
people of Zimbabwe, under the leadership of 
its national liberation movement, for the free 
exercise of its right to self-determination. The 
delegation of the German Democratic Repub- 
lic whole-heartedly and entirely supports the 
decisions of the Organization of African Unity 
on the question of Southern Rhodesia, and de- 
cisions adopted at the Summit Conference in 
Monrovia and at the Summit conference of 
Non-Aligned States in Havana. 

The delegation of the German Democratic 
Republic shares the view of the African States 
that, in order to ensure a peaceful solution of 
the problem of Southern Rhodesia, the follow- 
ing, inter alia, are necessary: unswerving 
compliance with agreements entered into; the 
neutralization of the army and auxiliary forces 
of the former régime in Southern Rhodesia; 
the immediate and unconditional withdrawal 
of South African troops and all other foreign 
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mercenaries; the elimination of the influence 
of the former machinery of power; the ending 
of the emergency and martial-law situations; 
the liberation of all political detainees and the 
return of all refugees. 

The delegation of the German Democratic Re- 
public believes it necessary that the Security 


Council, in accordance with its resolution 460 
(1979), should remain seized of this question 
until Zimbabwe has achieved total indepen- 
dence. 


Archives of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
ot the GDR 


Communication from the GDR on assistance granted to colonially 


and racially oppressed peoples 


Ref.: Memorandum of the UN Secretary-General G/SO (18-1) 


20 February 1980 


1. The right of peoples to decide on their 
political status freely and without interference 
from outside and to shape their economic, 
social and cultural development in accordance 
with their own interests is a cogent basic 
principle of democratic international law. The 
world-wide struggle for preserving and 
strengthening peace, for disarmament and 
détente, and the oppressed peoples’ struggle 
for self-determination, for national and social 
liberation are closely interrelated. A future in 
peace and the progress of mankind can 
lastingly be ensured only if the peoples which 
are still colonially and racially oppressed can 
also exercise their right to self-determination 
and independence. 


2. The adoption of the Declaration on the 
Granting of Independence to Colonial Coun- 
tries and Peoples at the twenty-fifth session of 
the United Nations General Assembly on 
14 December 1960 was a climax in the strug- 
gle for the recognition and implementation of 
the right to self-determination. It reaffirms 
that all peoples, by virtue of their right to 
self-determination, are free to determine their 
political status and to pursue their economic, 
social and cultural development. This gave 
substance to this basic right of peoples which 
is embodied in the United Nations Charter. 

The Declaration on the Granting of Indepen- 
dence, which goes back to an initiative of the 
Soviet Union, has since provided the basis of 
many UN decisions and international instru- 
ments. It has been and continues to be an 
important boost to the national liberation 
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struggle. Since it was adopted, more than 50 
colonially dependent countries have achieved 
political independence. Deep-going changes 
have taken place in particular on the African 
continent. Colonial regimes have collapsed 
and the national States which have emerged 
on their territories are forging ahead on the 
road of sovereign development. They make an 
active stand for the implementation of the 
purposes and principles of the United Na- 
tions. 

The 20th anniversary of the Declaration’s 
adoption should serve as an occasion for re- 
solute action to eliminate the last remaining 
bastions of colonialism, racism and apartheid. 


3. To support the struggle for the elimination 
of the last remaining strongholds of colonial 
and racist oppression and to safeguard the 
liberated States’ national independence are the 
key tasks in the effort to universally imple- 
ment the peoples’ right to self-determination. 
This is closely related to the peoples’ striving 
to overcome the aftermath of centuries of 
colonial rule, dependence and economic back- 
wardness. Imperialist forces and transnational 
corporations are seeking to keep former colo- 
nial countries dependent and subservient by 
way of a great variety of methods of economic 
infiltration and aggression, and by having re- 
course to modified forms of exploitation. 
These neo-colonialist practices are aimed at 
protecting the political, economic and strategic 
interests of international monopoly capital in 
these countries. 

The GDR extends assistance and: solidarity to 


the peoples in their efforts to lay the eco- 
nomic groundwork for the right to self-deter- 
mination and achieve social progress. It sup- 
ports the just demands of the developing coun- 
tries for making good the damages inflicted 
upon them by colonialism and neo-colonial- 
ism, for restructuring international economic 
relations on a democratic basis and for their 
inalienable right to dispose of their natural 
resources. 


4, The proclamation of Zimbabwe's indepen- 
dence was a climax of many years of heroic 
struggle waged by the people of that country. 
It is striking proof that the peoples in southern 
Africa resolutely rebuff the neo-colonialist 
attempts at a “‘‘solution” pursued by imperial- 
ism. 

The victory of the patriotic forces in Zim- 
babwe is lending fresh momentum to the 
liberation struggle of the peoples of South 
Africa and Namibia under the leadership of 
the ANC and SWAPO, of their legitimate na- 
tional liberation organizations. 

With their policy of apartheid, their illegal 
occupation of Namibia, their aggression 
against independent neighbouring States and 
their striving for nuclear weapons the South 
African racists are increasingly jeopardizing 
international peace and security. 

Nor do the so-called reforms initiated by the 
racist regime in Pretoria change anything 
about the nature of South African policy. They 
are merely aimed at deceiving the interna- 
tional public about the true character of the 
policy pursued by the apartheid regime. 
Drastic economic sanctions, a comprehensive 
arms embargo, an oil embargo and the cessa- 
tion of all economic, financial and military 
support are called for to banish the danger to 
peace in southern Africa and achieve the inter- 
national isolation of the racist minority re- 
gime. 


5. The peoples’ successes in their liberation 
struggle increasingly restrict the range of 
activity of the forces of colonialism and rac- 
ism. International monopoly capital refuses to 
reconcile itself to this course of development. 
This: aspect was pointed out by the members 
of the non-aligned movement in their final 
document adopted in Havana. There they 
emphasized ‘“‘that the colonial and imperialist 
powers were continuing their aggressive 
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policies with a view of perpetuating, regain- 
ing or extending their domination and exploi- 
tation of the African nations”. 

A clear manifestation of this policy is the close 
collaboration of certain States with the South 
African apartheid regime. The United Nations 
have condemned that practice which is the 
main obstacle to the elimination of the apart- 
heid regime and to the implementation of the 
South African people’s rights. States which for 
years have refused to impose economic sanc- 
tions on the racist regime of injustice are most 
willing to take boycott action against other 
States which do not submit to their dictate. 


6. Grossly violating international law and in 
disregard of relevant UN resolutions those in 
power in Israel, acting closely together with 
the United States, deny the Arab people of 
Palestine the right to self-determination. 

The GDR stands up for the right of the Arab 
people of Palestine to self-determination, in- 
cluding to the establishment of an independent 
sovereign Palestinian State, while recognizing 
the right to exist of all States in that region, 
and is active along these lines on the Com- 
mittee on the Exercise of the Inalienable 
Rights of the Palestinian People. 

In their Declaration of 15 May 1980 the 
Warsaw Treaty States stressed the need for 
settling the Middle-East conflict with the 
direct participation of all interested parties, 
including the Arab people of Palestine through 
its representative, the Palestine Liberation 
Organization. The most essential prerequisites 
for a solution are the withdrawal of the Israeli 
troops from all Arab territories occupied in 
1967, the restoration of the right of the Arab 
people of Palestine to self-determination, in- 
cluding the creation of an independent State 
of its own. Arrangements which in regard to 
the number of participants and substantive 
provisions do not take account of the com- 
plexity of the conflict cannot lead to a settle- 
ment. On the contrary, they aggravate the 
situation, causing more suffering to the peo- 
ples of the Middle East. 


7. The peoples of the so-called small colonially 
dependent territories in the Pacific, the Atlan- 
tic and in the Indian Ocean must no longer be 
denied their right to self-determination and 
independence. The Declaration on the Grant- 
ing of Independence to Colonial Countries 
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and Peoples fully applies to all peoples still 
under colonial oppression. Their size, location 
and historic development are no reasons to 
deny them these rights. The GDR resolutely 
turns against endeavours to impose upon the 
peoples a development which is designed to 
preserve the privileges of the colonialists. 

In crass contradiction to the repeated demands 
of the United Nations, colonial powers main- 
tain military bases and other military facilities 
in these territories. The GDR shares the con- 
cern of the peoples of these territories and 
their neighbours who feel threatened by these 
bases, not wishing to be drawn into military 
adventures. This applies in particular to the 
Indian Ocean and its littoral States. The 
German Democratic Republic emphatically 
supports the proposal to transform the Indian 
Ocean into a zone of peace and will act along 
these lines on the United Nations Committee 
on the Indian Ocean. 


8. To prevent the universal implementation of 
the right of all peoples to self-determina- 
tion, mercenaries are used both against na- 
tional liberation movements and in aggression 
against sovereign States. The GDR most re- 
solutely condemns such practices. It supports 
the Nigerian proposal to create a binding in- 
ternational convention that prohibits the use, 
recruitment, training and financing of mercen- 
aries. This would be a significant interna- 
tional instrument for the protection of the 
sovereignty of young national States and in 
support of the legitimate struggle of national 
liberation movements. 


9. Unqualified support for the peoples fight- 
ing for their national liberation and the im- 
plementation of their right to self-determina- 
tion, and for the liberated countries defending 
their independence and freedom is a basic 
principle of socialist foreign policy. This has 
been reaffirmed by the Warsaw Treaty States 
in the above-mentioned Declaration. 

The GDR stands firmly at the side of the 
Namibian people and SWAPO in the struggle 
against South African occupiers, and of the 
people of South Africa fighting under the 
leadership of the ANC for the elimination of 
all forms of racial discrimination. The GDR 
extends assistance and solidarity to the Arab 
people of Palestine in its just struggle under 
the leadership of the PLO for the implemen- 
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tation of the right to self-determination and 
the establishment of a State of its own. 

The journey to Ethiopia of a party and State 
delegation led by Erich Honecker, Genera] 
Secretary of the Central Committee of the 
Socialist Unity Party of Germany and Chair- 
man of the Council of State of the GDR, and 
the meeting there with OAU Secretary-Gen- 
eral Edem Kodjo were impressive manifesta- 
tions of the GDR’s deep association with the 
struggle of the African nations. 

The Treaty on Friendship and Cooperation 
between the GDR and Socialist Ethiopia under- 
lines that the Contracting Parties shall con- 
tinue to extend assistance and solidarity to the 
peoples still under oppression in their struggle 
for self-determination, independence, sover- 
eignty and social progress. 

In the GDR solidarity with the peoples strug- 
gling for the implementation of their right to 
self-determination and for independence has 
grown into a true mass movement encompass- 
ing all sections of the population. For the co- 
ordination of the wide-ranging activities in- 
volved, 20 years ago a Solidarity Committee 
was founded in the GDR. 

Special annual highlights within the solidarity 
movement are the ‘‘Week of solidarity with 
the peoples of Africa fighting for their na- 
tional and social liberation’, the ‘“Week of 
solidarity with the anti-imperialist struggle of 
the Arab peoples” and the ‘‘Month of anti- 
imperialist solidarity”. 

The close association of all strata of the GDR 
population with the liberation struggle of the 
Arab people of Palestine and the peoples in 
southern Africa is reflected in innumerable 
meetings, scientific colloquies and other soli- 
darity events. 

Donations to the tune of over 40 million 
marks by the GDR population were used in 
1979 to finance essential goods like foodstuffs 
and restoratives, vitamine preparations and 
medicaments, infant food, blankets, clothing 
and tents which were sent to Africa. Wounded 
and sick fighters of SWAPO, the ANC and 
the PLO undergo medical treatment in GDR 
hospitals. 

Donations by the GDR population are also 
used to assist in the development or reorgani- 
zation of the transport, health and education 
systems and of the mining industry in the 
people’s republics of Angola and Mozam- 
bique. Special care is devoted to children. The 


GDR has delivered complete sets of school 
equipment including laboratory classrooms as 
well as children’s clothes and vaccines to these 
countries. Every year Palestinian and southern 
African children spend holidays in the GDR. 


With the help of donations from the GDR 


small production and handicraft workshops 
have been set up in the refugee camps of 
SWAPO and the ANC. The GDR has supplied 
cement for extension work on the ANC school 
at Morogoro/Tanzania. It has also actively 
assisted in equipping this school. Training and 
improving the qualification of skilled work- 
ers and managerial personnel is an essential 
component of the solidarity exercised by the 
GDR. About 750 students and skilled workers 
from African and Arab States and from libera- 
tion organizations, among them many young 
people from Namibia, South Africa and dele- 
gates of the PLO, presently undergo training 
in the GDR. 


In his talks with leading representatives of 
the Ethiopian Government and the OAU 
Secretary-General Edem Kodjo, Erich Ho- 
necker, General Secretary of the Central Com- 
mittee of the Socialist Unity Party of Germany 
and Chairman of the Council of State of the 
GDR, reaffirmed the close association of the 
people of the GDR with the liberation strug- 
gle of the African peoples. He emphasized on 
these occasions that ‘the peoples of Africa 
can also in the future always count on the 
socialist GDR as a true friend and depend- 
able ally in their just struggle for national 
and social liberation, for the strengthening 
of national sovereignty and for the attain- 
ment of economic independence”. 


Archives of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
of the GDR 


Joint statement of the GDR Committee for the UN Decade of Action 
to Combat Racism and Racial Discrimination, the GDR Committee 
for Human Rights and the Solidarity Committee of the GDR to mark 
the International Day for the Elimination of Racial Discrimination 


21 March 1980 


The International Day for the Elimination of 
Racial Discrimination on 21 March 1980 is an 
occasion for us to reaffirm our solidarity with 
all people struggling against colonialism, rac- 
ism and apartheid. 

Twenty years ago, the South African rulers 
committed the bloody massacre at Sparpeville, 
and since then the anti-imperialist struggle 
against racist oppression and colonial exploi- 
tation has gathered great momentum. The 
most recent success in this struggle is the un- 
ambiguous electoral victory of the patriotic 
forces in Zimbabwe which crowns the struggle 
they fought over many years at heavy sacri- 
fice. At the same time, this victory manifests 
the people’s will to freedom, a will that could 
not be broken by racist oppression and im- 
perialist machinations. 

The successful fight of the people of Zim- 
babwe will no doubt have a mobilising effect 
on the struggle of the oppressed peoples for 
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national independence and freedom and 
against colonialism and racism. 

But developments in Southern Africa also 
show that imperialist forces are trying hard to 
maintain the apartheid regime as a bulwark 
against the fight of the peoples for national 
and social liberation and to keep their ter- 
ritories under control to exploit their profit- 
able raw material resources. For this purpose, 
the regime of apartheid is intensifying its 
domestic terrorist rule and escalating its ex- 
ternal aggression. 

Faced with increasing protest from all over 
the world against those imperialist practices, 
Pretoria is resorting to phoney reforms to hide 
the worst abuses of apartheid. We most 
vigorously condemn such manoeuvres, because 
they do not change the nature of racism. 

At the same time, we denounce the policies of 
the major powers of NATO and of transna- 
tional corporations which, in violation of var- 
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ious UN resolutions, collaborate with and con- 
tinue to support the criminal regime of apart- 
heid in the political, economic and military 
fields, including the production of nuclear 
weapons. 

The countries and corporations which have 
been censured by the United Nations for com- 
plicity with Pretoria are implicated in the 
maintenance of the regime of apartheid and in 
the continuation and escalation of the policy 
of apartheid and are therefore to be held re- 
sponsible in terms of international law. They 
are also encouraging the South African rulers 
to implement their policy of expansion, which 
is dangerous to peace, vis-a-vis the neigh- 
bouring countries and to continue the illegal 
occupation of Namibia. 

We demand most strongly that the embargo 
decisions of the United Nations against South 


Africa be strictly observed and conditions be 
created which will enable the peoples of South 
Africa and Namibia to implement their right 
to self-determination and independence. 

In reaffirming our firm solidarity with all 
freedom fighters in South Africa and their 
leading force, the ANC, we demand the im- 
mediate cessation of racist terrorism, of 
criminal acts of aggression against neigh- 
bouring countries and of the illegal occupa- 
tion of Namibia. 

The peoples in Southern Africa can be sure 
that the people of the German Democratic 
Republic will continue to assist them in their 
struggle for freedom, equality, national in- 
dependence and social progress. 


GDR Solidarity Committee Archives 


Speech delivered by Ambassador Peter Florin, Deputy Minister 
of Foreign Affairs and Permanent Representative of the GDR at the 
United Nations, to the UN Security Council regarding South Africa's 


aggression against Zambia 


11 April 1980 


Once again the Security Council is seized of 
the question of the acts of aggression of the 
racist regime of South Africa against a sover- 
eign African State. Those acts are well known. 
The représentative of Zambia, member of the 
Central Committee of the United National 
Independence Party and Chairman of the 
Political and Legal Committee of the Central 
Committee, Mr R. C. Kamanga, has given the 
Security Council detailed and cogent account 
of those acts. 

The sovereignty and territorial integrity of the 
Republic of Zambia have been violated deli- 
berately and systematically and continue to be 
violated by the racist régime of South Africa. 
Aircraft of the South African racists have re- 
peatedly penetrated the air space of Zambia 
and have bombed peaceful villages. Mercen- 
aries of the apartheid régime have invaded 
defenceless villages, murdered many people 
and destroyed roads and bridges. Still today 
South African troops can be found on the 
sovereign territory of Zambia. The Ger- 
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man Democratic Republic most vigorously 
condemns the barbarous acts of aggression of 
South Africa and calls for the immediate 
withdrawal of all mercenaries of the racist 
régime from Zambian territory. We are 
familiar with the innumerable losses sustained 
by the people of the Republic of Zambia, led 
by the United National Independence Party, in 
their struggle for the liberation of the African 
continent from the last remaining bastions of 
colonialism and racism. Today, at a time when 
we are witnessing further attempts on the part 
of the South African racist regime by means 
of aggression and terror to prevent the people 
of Zambia from supporting the struggle of the 
peoples of Africa for their liberation from 
colonial and racist oppression, the Govern- 
ment and people of Zambia can rest assured 
of the firm solidarity and support of the 
Government and people of the German Demo- 
cratic Republic. 

There can be no doubt that the policy of ag- 
gression still pursued by the ruling circles of 


Pretoria is continually increasing the danger 
to peace and security in southern Africa. This 
dangerous development has already been dis- 
cussed in the Security Council in connexion 
with acts of aggression against the People’s 
Republic of Angola and the continued illegal 
occupation by South Africa of Namibia. In 
disregard of the numerous appeals of the 
Security Council to the Government of South 
Africa immediately and forthwith to call a halt 
to aggressive actions and acts of provocation, 
Pretoria, in flagrant violation of international 
law, has been continuing its aggressive actions 
to this very day at the same level of intensity. 
Moreover those aggressive actions have also 
been extended to other African States. 

With the electoral victory of the patriots in 
Zimbabwe, it has become impossible for the 
South African racists to use their stooges in 
Salisbury as accomplices. Now they have em- 
barked on the course of a further increase in 
their military presence in Namibia. At the 
present time there are 70,000 South African 
mercenaries on Namibian territory. The task 
of that army is to do just one thing: ruthlessly 
and pitilessly to continue its campaign of sup- 
pressing the fighting people of Namibia and 
the national liberation movement, the South 
West Africa People’s Organization, and by 
constant acts of aggression to intimidate 
neighbouring African States, particularly Zam- 
bia and Angola. The South Africans are doing 
everything possible to retain Namibia, to keep 
it in the fetters of colonial oppression by 
means of the apartheid régime and with the 
assistance of imperialist monopolies. 

What is the worth of the assurances given by 
the South African Government about its al- 
leged interest in a so-called peaceful settle- 
ment, in the light of such a haughty defiance 
of world public opinion on the part of the 
South African racists? 

The front-line States and the South West 
Africa People’s Organization, the sole legiti- 
mate representative of the Namibian people, 
through their constructive policy and readi- 
ness to compromise, have once again de- 
monstrated that they are ready to do every- 
thing possible to bring about a genuine solu- 
tion to the Namibian problem. But why have 
not the resolutions of the Security Council, 
which have shown us the way to independence 
for Namibia, been implemented? The brunt of 
the responsibility should of course be borne by 


the ruling circles of Pretoria. We have heard 
statements in connexion with the situation in 
southern Africa in which so-called rivalry 
between blocs has been alleged. Of course 
what has been happening in southern Africa 
cannot be explained in this way. Everyone 
knows who is the aggressor there. Nor can a 
solution to the conflicts there be promoted by 
our remaining silent about the responsibility 
of not only the ruling circles in Pretoria but 
also certain imperialistic circles. It is a plea- 
sure to be able to point out that this re- 
sponsibility is becoming ever more widely 
acknowledged. 

An answer to the question ‘“How can it be that 
for more than 10 years the Pretoria régime 
has beén able to disregard United Nations 
decisions and to continue its aggression and 
terrorist policies with impunity, even though 
these have been vigorously condemned by an 
overwhelming majority of Members of the 
United Nations?” is to be found in the state- 
ment of the representative of Zambia, when 
he said that 

‘The Western Five, the countries that initiated 
the proposal for a settlement, have not de- 
monstrated any willingness to pressure South 
Africa in a meaningful way to co-operate in 
the implementation of the relevant resolutions 
of the Security Council for Namibia’s indepen- 
dence. 

“It is also in the nature of the Western Five 
to be ambivalent in their reaction to South 
Africa’s acts of aggression against independent 
African States.” (S/PV. 2209, p. 12) 

The delegation of the German Democratic Re- 
public concurs in this assessment. Indeed, 
South Africa is able to disregard and scorn 
the vital interests of whole peoples only 
because it can rely on the comprehensive 
economic, political, military and also nuclear 
cooperation of the forces of imperialism. It is 
those same circles which are doing everything 
in their power to prevent the Security Council 
from taking a decision to adopt effective meas- 
ures. As recent events have once again con- 
firmed, imperialist circles in the United States 
of America, for example, do not hesitate for a 
moment to legislate sanctions against States in 
which revolutionary changes have been oc- 
curring, but will not do so against fascist ré- 
gimes such as that in power in South Africa. 
The delegation of the German Democratic 
Republic believes that the time has come not 
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only to comply strictly with the prohibition 
on arms deliveries to South Africa—indeed, to 
extend the relevant provisions of that prohibi- 
tion—but finally to apply the sanctions 
provided for in Chapter VII of the Charter 
against the racist régime, measures which 
should have been adopted long ago. Any delay 
by the Security Council will only serve to 
encourage the insensate racists to new crimes. 
South Africa, like Israel in the Middle East, 
is attempting to justify its constant acts of 
aggression and is invoking the liberation 
struggle of the peoples of Namibia. That, 
however, is a liberation struggle waged by 
oppressed peoples, a struggle supported by 
the United Nations and by the majority of its 
Members. No one can curb this just struggle. 
Peace and security for all—including for the 
white population of Namibia and South 
Africa—will be ensured only when Namibia 
becomes independent and when apartheid 
comes to an end in South Africa. 

In the course of an official visit to Zambia by 
a Party and governmental delegation of the 
German Democratic Republic, the General 


Secretary of the Central Committee of the 
Socialist Unity Party of Germany and the 
Chairman of the State Council of the German 
Democratic Republic praised the valiant and 
principled participation of the people and 
Government of Zambia, under the leadership 
of President Kaunda, in the cause of the libera- 
tion of the African continent from the last 
remaining bastions of colonialism and racism. 
In the joint declaration President Kaunda for 
his part stated his high opinion of the foreign 
policy of the German Democratic Republic, 
aimed, as it was, at ensuring peace and 
strengthening international détente. He also 
praised the anti-imperialist solidarity of the 
German Democratic Republic with all peoples 
struggling for their national liberation. 

The delegation of the German Democratic 
Republic supports the demands made by the 
representative of Zambia in the Security Coun- 
cil on 10 April. They are just demands. 


Archives of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
of the GDR 


Telegram of congratulation sent by the General Secretary of the 

Central Committee of the Socialist Unity Party of Germany and 

Chairman of the Council of State of the GDR, Erich Honecker, to the 
President of the Republic of Zimbabwe, Canaan Banana, on the occasion 


of Zimbabwe's independence 


17 April 1980 


On the occasion of the historic proclamation 
of the national independence of the sovereign 
Republic of Zimbabwe I offer you and through 
you the Zimbabwean people the most cordial 
congratulations of the Council of State and 
the people of the German Democratic Repub- 
lic. 

I wish the people of Zimbabwe, its Govern- 
ment and Your Excellency much success on the 
road of strengthening national independence, 
in overcoming the heritage of colonial rule 
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and racism and in making sovereign Zim- 
babwe flourish and prosper. 

The German Democratic Republic is ready to 
develop friendly relations and fruitful co-op- 
eration with independent Zimbabwe. 

In your responsible office I wish you success, 
creative energies and personal well-being for 
the benefit of your people. 


Archives of the Ministry of Foreign Attairs 
of the GDR 


From the communique on the meeting of the Political Consultative 
Committee of the signatory states of the Warsaw Treaty 


15 May 1980 


III 

In the course of the exchange of views on 
other international questions the delegations of 
the People’s Republic of Bulgaria, the Hunga- 
rian People’s Republic, the German Demo- 
cratic Republic, the Polish People’s Republic, 
the Socialist Republic of Romania, the Union 
of Soviet Socialist Republics and the Czecho- 
slovak Socialist Republic stressed that their 
countries consistently advocate a just and 
lasting peace settlement of conflict situations 
irrespective of the area of the world where 
they occur. There are no problems, global or 
regional, which they would regard as im- 
possible to solve by political means. This re- 
quires strict respect for the sovereign rights 
and independence of all states, full renuncia- 
tion of interference in their internal affairs, 
renunciation of the use or threat of force 
against them, and renunciation of attempts to 
establish foreign domination over them to 
turn them into springboards of aggression 
against other countries. 

Lasting peace in the Middle East could have 
been established long ago. The road to this is 
well known; it has been indicated more than 
once, including by the states represented at the 
meeting. It is the road of a comprehensive 
political Middle-East settlement with the di- 
rect participation of all the sides concerned, 
including the Arab people of Palestine in the 
person of its representative, the Palestine 
Liberation Organization, on the basis of re- 
spect for the legitimate interests of all states 
and peoples of the Middle East, including 
Israel. 

Such a settlement requires the withdrawal of 
Israeli troops from all Arab territories occu- 
pied in 1967, restoration of the right of the 
Arab people of Palestine to self-determination, 
including the creation of their own indepen- 
dent state, ensuring the sovereignty and se- 
curity of all states of that area. A political 
settlement in the Middle East also requires 
that no actions impeding the attainment of 
these aims be taken, that no state should 
interfere in the internal affairs of the coun- 


tries and peoples of the area, or should try to 
prescribe to them what socio-political systems 
they should establish or should lay claim to 
or encroach on their natural resources. 

The participants in the meeting also stressed 
the need for a political settlement of the situa- 
tion that has developed around Afghanistan. 
Such a settlement should reliably guarantee 
the full termination and non-resumption of 
any forms of outside interference directed 
against the government and people of Afgha- 
nistan. With the full termination of all forms 
of outside interference directed against the 
government and people of Afghanistan the 
withdrawal of the Soviet troops from Afgha- 
nistan will be started, as the Soviet Union 
has stated. 

In the course of the exchange of views the 
participants in the meeting declared their sup- 
port for the inalienable right of the people 
of Iran to order their own destiny without any 
outside interference, and to determine their 
own road of development. They most reso- 
lutely and categorically condemn the subver- 
sive military operation carried out recently 
by the United States on the territory of Iran as 
a particularly crude act of violence, inter- 
ference and violation of the sovereignty of an 
independent state. Affirming that all states 
should strictly observe their obligations under 
the Vienna Convention on Diplomatic Rela- 
tions, they declare that no pretexts can justify 
the violation of the sovereignty of any country 
and the exertion of pressure on it in any 
form. 

They are convinced that the problem of Ame- 
rican—Iranian relations, in the same manner as 
any problem that might arise in the relations 
between states, should be resolved by peaceful 
negotiations, on the basis of the generally 
recognized principles and standards of inter- 
national law and renunciation of any military 
steps and resort to force or threat of force. 
The participants in the meeting have declared 
their support for the proposal by the Indian 
Ocean states to turn that area into a zone of 
peace and expressed their readiness to coope- 
rate with them in this matter, for instance at 
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the International Conference on the Indian 
Ocean planned by the UN for 1981. At the 
same time they have pointed out that the 
major build-up of US naval strength in the 
Indian Ocean, the establishment of new for- 
eign military bases there and the expansion 
of the existing ones, grossly contradict the 
UN-approved plan to turn the Indian Ocean 
into a zone of peace, pose a threat to the se- 
curity and independence of many countries, 
and may result in the creation of a new seat 
of international tension. 

The countries represented at the meeting con- 
sistently support the national liberation strug- 
gle of peoples against imperialism, colonial- 
ism, neo-colonialism and racism, against all 
forms of domination, for respect for the right 
of every nation to be the undisputed master 
of its destiny and to fulfil its desire to de- 
velop along the road of progress. 

They welcome with satisfaction the proclama- 
tion of the independence of the state of Zim- 
babwe which has crowned the heroic struggle 
waged for many years by the country’s peo- 
ple against the racist colonial regime and for 
the right to a free and dignified life. The 
participants in the meeting reaffirmed their 
solidarity with the just struggle of the people 
of Namibia for freedom and independence, 
and with the people of South Africa fighting 
for the abolition of the apartheid regime and 
of racial discrimination. 

Wherever political tension or a conflict situa- 
tion exists, be it in the Middle East, South- 
East Asia or southern Africa, or any other 
part of the world, it is the direct duty of all 
states, firstly, to do nothing that might ag- 
gravate the situation and, secondly, to contri- 
bute by their objective approach to the prob- 
lem and by their policy to the defusing and 
normalization of the situation. The states 
represented at the meeting strictly follow this 
line and call upon all other countries to do 
likewise. 

The states represented at the meeting are for 
the extension of the process of detente to all 
parts of the world. There is no country that 
would not gain by it, there is no people that 
would not benefit from the fruits of detente. 
There is not, nor can there be, any rational 
alternative to the policy of detente. 

In this connection, the participants in the 
meeting regard as an important positive fac- 
tor pronouncements by statesmen of many 
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countries who have advocated effective meas- 
ures for strengthening detente, for excluding 
from international relations all that impedes 
this process, that is, methods of pressure and 
diktat, violations of sovereignty and inter- 
ference in the internal affairs of states. 

The participants in the meeting note the height- 
ened role in the resolution of complex inter- 
national problems played by the non-aligned 
movement, which is an important positive fac- 
tor in present-day international politics. It is 
from this standpoint that they appraise the 
results of the VIth Non-Aligned Summit Con- 
ference held in Havana in 1979. 

They support the decisions of the conference 
directed at the strengthening of peace and 
international security, the achievement of dis- 
armament, the creation of peace zones, the 
dismantling of military bases on foreign ter- 
ritory, the ruling out of any outside inter- 
ference in the internal affairs of states, at 
ensuring the rights of peoples to free and 
independent development, the liberation of 
countries of Asia, Africa and Latin America 
from imperialist, colonial and neo-colonialist 
exploitation, and finally, the creation of a 
new international economic order on a just 
and democratic basis. 

In connection with the special importance of 
the problem of overcoming the gap between 
the level of economic development of states 
and the restructuring of international eco- 
nomic relations on a just and democratic basis, 
the participants in the meeting noted the im- 
portance of the special session of the UN 
General Assembly devoted to questions re- 
lating to the creation of a new international 
economic order to be held this summer. They 
express the hope that the work and results of 
this session will facilitate the progress of 
equal international cooperation in the eco- 
nomic field, including support for the efforts 
of developing countries to accelerate the rates 
of their economic development. The 1970s 
were a period of strengthening cooperation 
and good-neighbourliness between states with 
different social systems. In the 1980s it is 
necessary not only to preserve everything 
positive that was accumulated during the past 
decade but also to multiply the fruits of 
detente. 


Archives of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
of the GDR 


Joint statement issued by the Solidarity Committee of the GDR, 

the National Executive of the FDGB, the National Council of the 

National Front of the GDR, the Central Council of the FDJ, the National 
Executive of the DFD, the International Friendship League of the GDR, 
the Peace Council of the GDR, the GDR Committee for Human Rights 
and the GDR Committee for the UN Decade of Action to Combat Racism 
and Racial Discrimination, to mark the Week of Solidarity with the 
Peoples of Africa Fighting for National and Social Liberation 


19 May 1980* 


On the occasion of the ‘““Week of Solidarity 
With the African Peoples Struggling for Na- 
tional and Social Liberation” from May 19, to 
May 26, 1980, and on behalf of the working 
people in the German Democratic Republic, 
we again express our unlimited solidarity with 
the anti-imperialist struggle of the peoples on 
the African continent, and pass our fraternal 
greetings to all the African patriots. 

With great attention and linked in solidarity, 
the GDR people follows the hard struggle 
of the African peoples for the elimination 
of the last bulwarks of colonialism, racism 
and apartheid, which requires a lot of sacri- 
fices. 

The GDR has always looked upon anti-im- 
perialist solidarity as an inviolable principle 
of her foreign policy and granted active po- 
litical, moral and material assistance to the 
national and social struggle for the liberation 
of the peoples in Africa, Asia and Latin 
America. 

The visit of the party and state -delegation 
under the leadership of Comrade Erich Ho- 
necker, General Secretary of the Central Com- 
mittee of the Socialist Unity Party of Germany 
(SED) and Chairman of the Council of State 
of the GDR, to several African states laid new 
stress on the consolidation of the anti-im- 
perialist alliance with the African peoples. The 
agreements concluded in the course of this 
journey form a firm basis for the strengthen- 
ing of the relations between these countries as 
well as the liberation movements in southern 
Africa and the GDR. 

We emphasise our anti-imperialist solidarity 
with all progressive African states. They over- 
come the burdensome colonial heritage and 
struggle for the strengthening of their national 
independence. Their example is inspiring and 


encouraging for the anti-imperialist struggle 
of the African peoples. We condemn the 
dangerous activities of imperialism trying to 
stop social progress in those countries by 
means of aggression, intervention and neo- 
colonialist exploitation, and openly interfering 
with the affairs of sovereign states. 

We emphasise our unlimited support and ties 
of solidarity for and to the just struggle of the 
patriots in southern Africa. With great delight, 
the people of the GDR welcomes the indepen- 
dence achieved by Zimbabwe's patriotic forces, 
and ensures the people of Zimbabwe, also in 
the future, to grant them their assistance 
against all imperialist attempts to prevent 
free Zimbabwe from constructing a progressive 
state. The GDR firmly stands at the side of 
SWAPO of Namibia, the sole and legitimate 
representative of the Namibian people, and 
condemns any attempt of imperialist and racist 
forces to establish a neo-colonialist solution in 
Namibia. The permanent actions of the im- 
perialists and racists in this region have 
created a centre of conflicts which does not 
only endanger peace and security in this region 
alone. We demand the immediate withdrawal 
of all South African occupational forces and 
a comprehensive handing over of power to 
SWAPO of Namibia. 

We again condemn the escalating terror in 
South Africa and the racist regime’s acts of 
aggression against peaceful neighbouring 
states as a permanent violation of the human 
rights and international law. 

The main reason for the continuance of racism 
and apartheid is the collaboration of imperial- 
ist states and the transnational monopolies 
with the racist regime. We emphatically de- 
mand the observance of the sanctions imposed 
on South Africa by the UN, and effective 
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measures of all states to isolate the policy of 
apartheid all over the world. 

We manifest our fraternal links with the ANC 
of South Africa which is the fighting organisa- 
tion of the oppressed majority of the South 
African population and struggles for the elimi- 
nation of apartheid and for the right of self- 
determination for the oppressed people of 
South Africa. 

The GDR which was always at the side of the 
forces of peace, freedom, independence and 
social progress, will also in the future actively 
support the national and social liberation 
struggle of the African patriots. The manoeu- 
vres of imperialism to stop the process of the 


liberation struggle in Africa, are bound to fai]. 
Based on anti-imperialist solidarity and united 
in the fighting alliance with the socialist states 
and the progressive forces against all forms of 
imperialism, racism, colonialism and neo- 
colonialism, the African peoples will achieve 
victory. 

True to the principles of proletarian inter- 
nationalism, the GDR people will stick to the 
idea of international solidarity and fill it with 
life again and again, in many forms, boy ex- 
tending political, moral and material solidarity, 


GDR Solidarity Committee Archives 


Message of greeting sent by the General Secretary of the Central 
Committee of the Socialist Unity Party of Germany and Chairman of the 
GDR Council of State, Erich Honecker, to the International Solidarity 
Conference of the Afro-Asian People’s Solidarity Organization 


(AAPSO) in Colombo 


23 May 1980* 


On behalf of the Central Committee of the 
Socialist Unity Party of Germany and the 
Council of State of the German Democratic 
Republic, I should like to convey cordial 
greetings to the International AAPSO Con- 
ference for Independence, Security and Socio- 
economic Progress, held to mark the 25th an- 
niversary of the Bandung Conference, together 
with best wishes for a successful course of the 
Conference. 

Our country highly esteems the major contri- 
bution made by the African, Asian and Latin 
American countries, in unison with all pro- 
gressive forces the world over, to strengthen- 
ing peace and international security in the 
interest of all mankind's progress. We welcome 
the great successes they have achieved in their 
struggle for freedom, independence and social 
advance. 

The arms race being currently stepped up by 
the imperialist forces is burdening the inter- 
national atmosphere, at the same time render- 
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ing more difficult the solving of urgent eco- 
nomic and social problems in the world— 
problems which are a decisive precondition 
for peace and detente. 

United action by all peace-loving, democratic 
and anti-imperialist forces against this aggres- 
sive policy which runs counter to the national 
interests of the peoples and their peaceful co- 
Operation, is our common concern. 

The German Democratic Republic has always 
stood by the side of all those fighting for 
political independence and social progress, 
for the guaranteeing of the peoples’ national 
rights, and against aggression and oppression 
by imperialist, colonial and racist forces. It 
will continue to do everything it can to 
further develop and strengthen relations be- 
tween states and peoples in the spirit of 
mutual respect, friendship and solidarity. 


Neues Deutschland, 23 May 1980 


Message of greeting sent by the General Secretary of the Central 
Committee of the Socialist Unity Party of Germany and Chairman 
of the GDR Council of State, Erich Honecker, to the General Secretary 
of the Organization of African Unity (OAU), Edem Kodjo, on the 


occasion of African Liberation Day 


24-25 May 1980 


On the occasion of African Liberation Day I 
convey to you cordial greetings and congratu- 
lations. 

The meeting with you, distinguished General 
Secretary, in the headquarters of the Organi- 
zation of African Unity reflects the traditional 
relations of friendship between the German 
Democratic Republic and the member states of 
the Organization of African Unity. 

The Organization of African Unity, its mem- 


ber states, as well as the liberation movements 
of the peoples of Africa, can continue to be 
assured of the active solidarity and support of 
the German Democratic Republic. 

Permit me, General Secretary, to express my 
deepest respect to you coupled with my best 
wishes for future successes. 


Archives of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
of the GDR 


Speech delivered by Ambassador Peter Florin, Deputy Minister of 
Foreign Affairs and Permanent Representative of the GDR at the 
United Nations, to the UN Security Council, concerning the policy of 
aggression conducted by the South African apartheid regime 


6 June 1980 


The Security Council has once again met to 
discuss the agenda item dealing with the 
criminal policy of the apartheid régime in 
South Africa, which represents a growing 
threat to international peace and security. 
Despite the protests that have been voiced by 
international public opinion and the condem- 
nation expressed by the overwhelming majority 
of Member States of the United Nations, 
despite the repeated demands of the Security 
Council that South Africa put an end to its 
inhuman policy of enslaving the peoples of 
southern Africa and Namibia, the fascist 
régime in Pretoria is further intensifying its 
policy of apartheid. Daily, news reaches us 
about new crimes. A new wave of fascist 
terror and violence has engulfed the entire 
country. Aggressive acts against peaceful 
neighbouring African States have caused alarm 
among all nations. The barbaric Pretoria ré- 
gime has not even flinched at using military 
violence against schoolchildren. But, just as it 


is impossible to prevent the eruption of a 
volcano, no one can constantly hold down the 
will of peoples for freedom. 

There is growing resistance on the part of the 
people of South Africa against the fascist ter- 
ror, and it is headed by the liberation move- 
ment, the African National Congress. There is 
also active growth in international solidarity 
with the long-suffering people of that country. 
The apartheid régime has been condemned 
throughout the world. Its days would have 
been numbered long ago had it not been able 
to rely on the political, military, economic and 
even nuclear co-operation offered by im- 
perialist circles, which by that token are also 
responsible for the crimes committed by the 
apartheid régime. It is typical of the policies 
of those circles that, on the one hand, they im- 
pose sanctions against Iran, which is resisting 
foreign tutelage, and, on the other hand, they 
have prevented sanctions being imposed 
against fascist South Africa. What price, words 
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of condemnation for violence if at the same 
time the racist régime is virtually being en- 
couraged to continue its policy of violence? 
The present situation in South Africa gives the 
lie to the assertion that apartheid is gradually 
being eliminated. The so-called reforms that 
have been proclaimed by the ruling circles in 
South Africa and by the imperialist monopolies 
are aimed at keeping in working order the 
system of repression and exploitation. It is not 
the putting on of more attractive fetters but 
rather the removal of the very chains of the 
apartheid régime that will lead to the full 
realization of the right to self-determination 
of the people of South Africa and to the elimi- 
nation of racist and colonialist repression. 
The Security Council should long ago, in ac- 
cordance with the United Nations Charter, 
have taken far-reaching steps against the racist 
régime in South Africa. We know who it is 
who is blocking these decisions. It is not sur- 
prising that, as a result of an absence of any 
enforcement measures against the fascist ré- 
gime, the freedom-fighters are directing their 
attacks precisely against those strategic focal 
points that have been set up with the direct 
support of the imperialist monopolies that 
serve to expand the military potential of the 
rulers in Pretoria. 

We can learn a lesson from history. It would 
be impossible by simple appeals to compel 
Pretoria to end its policy of apartheid. Fascist 
régimes to this day have never voluntarily 
given up their racist and military policies. 
They always had to be forced to do so. The 
furtherance of such an enforcement would be 
in harmony with our responsibility to the 
peoples of South Africa and consonant with 
the mandate vested in us by the peoples of the 
world. 

I should like to remind members of the Coun- 
cil of the following fact: as early as 4 February 
1972, the Security Council—which at that time 
was meeting on African soil—stated in resolu- 
tion 311 (1972) that “‘the situation in South 
Africa seriously disturbs international peace 
and security in southern Africa’. The Govern- 
ment of South Africa was condemned because 
it continued to practise its policies of apartheid 
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and an appeal was thereafter made to it to 
release all persons imprisoned as a result of 
the policies of apartheid. All States were call- 
ed upon strictly to observe the arms embargo 
against South Africa, and a fundamental view 
was expressed that 

“...urgent measures must be taken by the 
Security Council to secure implementation of 
its resolutions and thereby promote a solution 
to the grave situation in South Africa and 
southern Africa’. (Security Council resolution 
311 [1972]) 

Eight years have since passed. The demands 
contained in that resolution speak for them- 
selves even today. 

The German Democratic Republic whole- 
heartedly supports the request that enforce- 
ment measures be introduced with the aim of 
completely isolating the apartheid régime and 
favours the convening as soon as possible of 
the international conference on sanctions for 
that purpose that was the subject of a reso- 
lution adopted by the General Assembly at its 
XXXIV session. 

The Chairman of the Special Committee 
against Apartheid, the Permanent Representa- 
tive of Nigeria, Ambassador Clark, in his 
remarkable statement has acquainted the 
Council with a number of proposals that are 
supported by the delegation of the German 
Democratic Republic. The people and Govern- 
ment of the German Democratic Republic 
demand that Nelson Mandela be immediately 
released, together with all other political pris- 
oners being held by the fascist régime in South 
Africa. 

Recognition of the right of peoples to self- 
determination necessarily entails the duty of 
constant support for efforts for its implemen- 
tation. We stand fully behind the struggle 
being waged by the people of South Africa 
under the leadership of its liberation move- 
ment, the African National Congress of South 
Africa, and also that of the people of Namibia 
under the guidance of the South West Africa 
People’s Organization. 


Archives of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
of the GDR 


Speech delivered by Kurt Seibt, Chairman of the Central Auditing 
Commission of the Socialist Unity Party of Germany and President 

of the Solidarity Committee of the GDR, at an extended meeting of the 
Presidium of the Solidarity Committee of the GDR in Berlin’ 


17 June 1980 


The wide people’s movement which had 
emerged in preparation for the 10th SED Con- 
gress demonstrates how deeply the ideas of 
peace, international friendship, anti-imperial- 
ist solidarity and humanism are rooted in the 
hearts and minds of our country’s people. 
While for some time now the most aggressive 
quarters of imperialism, above all in the USA 
and the Federal Republic of Germany, have 
been following a peace-endangering course of 
confrontation with the intention of reversing 
the results obtained in the policy of détente 
during the 1970s and of gaining superiority 
over socialism, the working people and, in- 
deed, all citizens of the GDR are doing every- 
thing in their power at this time to strengthen 
socialism further in the GDR by means of new 
creative initiatives and efforts, thus making 
peace in Europe and the world at large more 
secure. 

The solidarity extended by us also serves this 
purpose. 

Closely allied with the USSR and all the other 
countries of the socialist community and rely- 
ing on the increased economic potential of the 
GDR our citizens, young people and old, exer- 
cise solidarity with the oppressed peoples in 
the world who are fighting for their freedom 
and independence. 

Our solidarity not only helps relieve misery 
and want and resist repression and terror, but 
also helps in building a new life. It contributes 
towards uniting all those within a world-wide 
front who are fighting to ensure peace and 
bring about social progress. We are not isolat- 
ed with our solidarity, it rather forms an in- 
separable part of the powerful international 
anti-imperialist solidarity which represents an 
insurmountable barrier of peace-loving man- 
kind against the machinations of reaction and 
their acts of aggression in various regions of 
the world. 

The positive social changes brought about 
during the past few decades bear the mark of 
the united strength represented by the inter- 


national anti-imperialist solidarity movement 
which is constantly gaining in breadth and in- 
volving ever new forces. 

The Solidarity Committee of the GDR was 
founded twenty years ago and has ever since 
coordinated all solidarity campaigns of our 
country. 

What was the historical situation like at the 
time our Committee was founded? The emer- 
gence and strengthening of the world socialist 
system, with the USSR as the chief force, 
generated a tremendous upsurge of the na- 
tional liberation movement of the Asian and 
African peoples after the end of the Second 
World War and resulted in a complete col- 
lapse of the imperialist colonial system. This 
happened in spite of fierce resistance by the 
colonial powers who pulled out all the stops 
of their military and political power in order 
to smash the liberation movements, resorting 
to murderous campaigns, terror, plots and the 
services of traitors. 

In Latin America, the victorious Cuban revolu- 
tion marked the beginning of a new phase in 
the struggle conducted by the peoples of this 
continent for the real implementation of their 
right to self-determination. 

The anti-imperialist movement of the Asian, 
African and Latin American peoples has be- 
come a powerful revolutionary stream and an 
active component part of the struggle to bring 
about social progress in the world. 

According to a resolution of the United Na- 
tions General Assembly 1960 was declared 
African Year. And what tremendous changes 
were effected on the black continent in the 
course of that year! As many as 28 African 
states had driven out the colonialists by the 
end of 1960, 17 of them in 1960 alone. Except 
for Namibia which is still being oppressed 
and terrorized by the South African racists 
with assistance from the NATO states, there 
is no other colonially oppressed country on 
the African continent today. 

However, in Namibia, too, SWAPO, the libera- 
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tion organization, which is the only legitimate 
representative of the Namibian people, re- 
cognized as such by the United Nations, is 
constantly gaining in strength. 

In the South African apartheid state, the over- 
whelming majority of the enslaved black pop- 
ulation, under the leadership of the African 
National Congress (ANC), has for decades 
been engaged in an heroic struggle for libera- 
tion from the racist yoke, for freedom and 
equality in the country and for humaneness 
and human dignity. 

After the Second World War the relationship 
of forces changed in favour of peace and so- 
cial progress. The entire Asian continent was 
swept by a revolutionary movement. India, 
China, Vietnam, Laos, Kampuchea, Korea—to 
mention but a few—shook off foreign colonial 
rule. 

Many peoples were pushed into terrible wars. 
But in the prevailing international situation 
which had changed fundamentally as a result 
of the emergence, consolidation and attraction 
emanating from the world socialist system all 
attempts at smashing the people’s liberation 
movement, stopping or even reversing the 
clock of history were doomed to failure, al- 
though at times the liberation movement had 
to suffer setbacks. 

A large number of peoples who at the start 
of the 1960s had been fighting for their free- 
dom and to whom our solidarity was devoted, 
today have a say on all major international 
issues. They are now reaping the fruits of 
their courageous, decades-long struggle against 
imperialism and colonialism, against neo-colo- 
nialism and racism. 

Last year saw the triumph of the Kampuchean 
people, and the victory won by Nicaragua’s 
patriotic forces in their fight against the So- 
moza dictatorship. 

The people of Zimbabwe have gained their 
freedom and the Palestine Liberation Organi- 
zation won broader international recogni- 
tion. Afghanistan has consolidated the founda- 
tions of its progressive road and the Iranian 
people succeeded in overthrowing the reac- 
tionary Shah regime. These victories are the 
successes of all the world’s progressive forces 
and represent gains for the peoples of the so- 
cialist community, the international working- 
class movement and the national liberation 
movement-the chief revolutionary forces of 
our time. 
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These victories are at the same time a visible 
expression of the effectiveness of the socialist 
countries’ consistent policy of peace. It is 
through them that the relationship of forces 
continues to change in favour of peace, socia] 
progress and democracy in the world at 
large. 

When the GDR Committee for Solidarity with 
the Peoples of Africa was founded 20 years 
ago anti-imperialist solidarity has already be- 
come a well-established tradition in the GDR. 
Our republic, which had itself enjoyed solji- 
darity, followed a policy committed to peace 
and friendship among the nations from the 
very first day of its existence, a policy which 
includes solidarity with the peoples fighting 
for their national and social liberation. 

The cowardly attack by US imperialism 
against the Korean people in 1950 was -ans- 
wered by working people in the GDR with a 
real flood of protest. At that time, at the 1st 
National Congress of the National Council of 
the National Front, a relief commission for 
Korea was founded, in which all parties and 
mass organizations were represented. And on 
the suggestion of that Congress solidarity 
commissions were set up by all National Front 
county commissions. 

When the French imperialists started their 
criminal colonial war against the peoples of 
Indo-China in violation of existing agree- 
ments, the solidarity movement of our country 
also extended help to the Vietnamese 
people. 

Between 1950 and 1965, the population of our 
young state raised funds to the tune of 30 mil- 
lion marks and made available goods worth 
16 million marks for Korea and Vietnam in 
their struggle against the common enemy, im- 
perialism. 

Along with the USSR and the other socialist 
countries the GDR stood firmly by the side 
of the Egyptian people and its President 
Gamal Abdel Nasser when in 1956 France, 
Great Britain and Israel launched their acts 
of aggression. 

During those years our people extended major 
political and material aid to the liberation 
struggle of the Algerian people who fought an 
eight-year struggle against French colonial- 
ism, starting in 1954. 

The GDR sent solidarity shipments worth 
many millions of marks to assist the Algerian 
freedom fighters as a result of which the GDR 


enjoys a great reputation in independent Al- 
geria today. Many FLN fighters were given 
hospital treatment in our republic. 

This marked the beginning of a good tradi- 
tion: in the course of the past ten years, a 
total of 2,300 wounded and sick freedom 
fighters from various countries were nursed 
back to health in GDR hospitals. 

The citizens of our republic were filled with 
indignation and anger when in the spring of 
1961 imperialist secret services had Patrice 
Lumumba, the first Congolese Prime Minister, 
murdered. His name became a symbol of the 
liberation struggle on the African continent. 
Many more examples of selfless solidarity 
acts during the initial years of our German 
Democratic Republic could be mentioned here, 
for instance the solidarity movement “Hands 
off Cuba!’”’ by which we supported the Cuban 
people when US imperialism tried to suppress 
the young socialist revolution on the Carib- 
bean island in 1961-62. 

This slogan is very topical again today when 
the USA is launching hefty attacks again 
against socialist Cuba. 

Mention should also be made of the huge 
wave of protest against the murder of the 
staunch American patriots Ethel and Julius 
Rosenberg. 

Our Committee found and applied new forms 
of solidarity as the liberation movement on 
the African continent developed further. We 
started to extend stronger political, moral and 
ideological support to the national liberation 
struggle. We prepared documentary surveys, 
information material, films and other items 
and held scientific conferences to study the 
different aspects of the liberation struggle. 

To unmask West German imperialism and its 
neo-colonialist policy has always been a major 
part of our overall solidarity campaigns. Thus 
in the autumn of 1964, our GDR Committee 
presented to the world public a ‘“Memoran- 
dum on the cooperation between the Federal 
Republic of Germany and the Republic of 
South Africa in the military and nuclear sec- 
tor”. 

Scientists from the GDR such as Dr Alfred 
Babing and Professor Loth prepared documen- 
tary surveys. The Karl Marx University in 
Leipzig, and above all the Central Council for 
Asian, African and Latin American Studies, 
have deserved particularly well in studying 
the history of African and other peoples. 


Writers such as Harry Thtirk, Wolfgang 
Schreyer, G6tz. R. Richter, Sigrid Grabner and 
others wrote books on the liberation move- 
ments which found a large readership. Paint- 
ers and graphic artists created pictures and 
posters visualizing colonialist rule and the 
resistance struggle of the peoples against it. 
Our publications, pictures and posters became 
part and parcel of the international solidarity 
movement. Let me only recall the fact that our 
series of posters were esteemed highly by the 
United Nations Anti-Apartheid Committee. 
They were a valuable ideological help in the 
struggle of the liberation organizations. 

It was also in those years that our Committee 
started with the preparation, printing and 
distribution of newspapers and journals. for 
African liberation organizations, for instance 
Sechaba, the official organ of the ANC. 

In recognition of its major activities, our Com- 
mittee was invited in the mid-60s by the 
Afro-Asian Peoples’ Solidarity Organization 
to cooperate with it. Ever since, this coopera- 
tion with AAPSO and the over 80 Afro-Asian 
solidarity committees attached to it has be- 
come an important and valuable part of our 
work. 

Our Committee became an associate member 
of this international organization in 1974 and 
in January 1979, at the 7th session of its Pres- 
idium. Our representative at the Permanent 
Secretariat of AAPSO in Cairo was appointed 
Secretary. 

The solidarity movement which has emerged 
in our republic, among our people, under the 
leadership of the SED is broad and multi- 
faceted. 

Innumerable solidarity campaigns run by our 
children and young people who are instilled 
with the idea of solidarity at school, our work- 
ers and farmers, our cultural and intellectual 
workers, artisans and tradespeople, the mem- 
bers of the armed forces of our republic, 
housewives and pensioners, and of the Chur- 
ches in our country are eloquent proof of 
this. 

Solidarity with Vietnam continues to be all- 
pervasive in our republic, precisely today. 
This gained in strength when in the mid-six- 
ties the USA started to drop its death-dealing 
bombs on the Democratic Republic of Viet- 
nam. The feelings of hatred against the ag- 
gressors and sympathy for the misery-stricken 
Vietnamese people in our country grew into a 


367 


powerful wave of solidarity which, under the 
motto ‘Solidarity helps win’ became a move- 
ment comprising the entire population. 

The Vietnam Commission of the Afro-Asian 
Solidarity Committee was founded. 

The major part of the contributions for Viet- 
nam came from the working class and the 
other working people organized in the Con- 
federation of Free German Trade Unions. 
Workers worked their first special shifts dur- 
ing which they mainly produced goods for 
Vietnam. 

In agricultural production cooperatives thou- 
sands of solidarity groups were set up. Co- 
operative farmers followed the example of the 
working class and donated money every 
month. Thus the campaign ‘Farmers help farm- 
ers in Vietnam” resulted in funds for the 
provision of thousands of sprayers which 
helped Vietnam decontaminate the crops 
poisoned by the US aggressors. 

The members of the armed forces were in- 
volved in the “Blood for Vietnam” campaign. 
Women donated their sewing machines, writ- 
ers raised funds for the purchase of bicycles 
and artisans and tradespeople set up work- 
shops in Vietnam. Our Young Pioneers exer- 
cised solidarity under the motto ‘Schools for 
Vietnam”, a campaign which still continues 
today and as part of which our youngest ones 
have for years raised millions of marks by 
collecting waste materials and by other means. 
The assistance rendered by the Free German 
Youth is multifaceted. 

All these campaigns and initiatives, coordinat- 
ed by the Solidarity Committee, added to the 
strength of the broad international solidarity 
front which ultimately enabled the heroic 
Vietnamese people to drive the US aggressors 
and their Saigon stooges out of the country. 
The slogan “Solidarity with Vietnam—now 
more than ever before’ which was coined by 
Comrade Erich Honecker, has always been an 
inspiration and obligation for GDR citizens 
to carry on with their assistance, because after 
the victory over the aggressors it was neces- 
sary to help the Vietnamese people overcome 
the serious consequences of the war and in 
building socialism. Our large-scale solidarity 
programme for Vietnam is based on far-reach- 
ing agreements concluded between the govern- 
ment of the GDR and the government of the 
Socialist Republic of Vietnam. The Treaty 
of Friendship and Cooperation concluded be- 
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tween the two states in December 1977 has 
thus once again proved its worth. 

Now, after the criminal act of aggression by 
the Chinese rulers, in the face of the continu- 
ing threats from Peking and the disastrous 
natural catastrophe in 1979, Vietnam needs 
our solidarity more urgently than ever be- 
fore. 

We are helping as much as we can. 

The relief programme for Vietnam adopted 
by the party and government of the GDR in 
the spring of 1979 has already been fulfilled 
to a significant extent. Last year our solidarity 
consignments for our Vietnamese brothers 
had a value of roughly 200 million marks. 
They comprised additional shipments of large 
quantities of food, medical supplies, fabrics 
sheeting and vehicles as well as other impor- 
tant products. At the same time we continued 
work on long-term projects in Vietnam, 
among other things, assistance in the construc- 
tion of Vinh, expansion of the orthopaedic- 
technological centre at Ba Vi and of a number 
of educational facilities for the training of 
skilled workers. A total of 85 artisans’ work- 
shops have so far been completed in Vietnam. 
Another 15 are to be set up in the course of 
this year. All of them will provide services, 
produce goods and train apprentices. 

Six thousand young Vietnamese people have 
now received thorough vocational training in 
the GDR. By 1982 their number will total 
10,000. 

All in all, our material assistance to Vietnam 
has now attained a volume of about 2,000 mil- 
lion marks. Solidarity consignments and ser- 
vices to the tune of over 500 million marks 
were financed from funds raised by the popu- 
lation. 

The People’s Republic of Kampuchea and the 
Lao People’s Democratic Republic have been 
receiving and are continuing to receive similar 
assistance. 

When towards the end of 1978 the Kampu- 
chean people under the leadership of the 
Kampuchean United Front for National Salva- 
tion had overthrown the Pol-Pot regime after 
fierce struggles and the People’s Republic had 
been proclaimed on 11 January 1979, the GDR 
was among the countries which immediately 
helped the young people’s state by delivering 
food, medical supplies, lorries and other 
vehicles. 

In response to a relevant request by our Lao- 


tian friends we printed two million school- 
books for the Lao People’s Democratic Re- 
public. 

Without a doubt the GDR makes a valuable 
contribution to building up Laos by training 
personnel. At present about 400 young Lao- 
tians are undergoing skilled worker's training 
in the GDR. 

Quite a special aspect of the GDR’s solidarity 
consists in the fact that cadres from liberated 
countries and from liberation organizations 
are trained at educational centres of our re- 
public to prepare them for their future re- 
sponsible functions. 

During the past ten years, 39,000 citizens 
from developing countries underwent voca- 
tional or advanced training in the GDR and 
10,000 attended university, college or tech- 
nical school courses. 

Similarly, the GDR has always extended soli- 
darity to the African peoples who fought or 
are still fighting for national independence 
and social progress. Eloquent proof of this 
were the enthusiastic manifestations which 
Erich Honecker, General Secretary of the 
SED Central Committee and Chairman of the 
GDR Council of State, experienced when he 
visited a number of African and Asian states. 
Existing fraternal relations and solidarity be- 
came broader and stronger, treaties of friend- 
ship were concluded and economic links for 
mutual advantage established. 

Our people have effectively helped the MPLA 
in Angola, the freedom fighters in Guinea- 
Bissau and FRELIMO in Mozambique already 
at a time when colonial rule seemed to be un- 
shakeable and the freedom fighters could only 
dream of victory. 

When our African friends had gained political 
independence we considered it a natural obli- 
gation to help them to shake off their eco- 
nomic fetters and to construct a new life in 
their countries. 

15,000 specialists in the most different fields 
—technicians, agricultural experts, lecturers, 
scientists, doctors, etc.-have been working in 
the developing countries for the past ten 
years. Our health service has extended valu- 
able help to quite a number of African coun- 
tries which are linked with us in friendship. 
Friendship Brigades of the Free German 
Youth have been active not only in African, 
but also in Asian and Latin American coun- 
tries since 1964. They are engaged in training 
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apprentices and establishing projects impor- 
tant to the various countries’ national eco- 
nomies. 

It is also an aspect of solidarity that we are 
deepening our economic, scientific and tech- 
nological relations with the young indepen- 
dent states on the basis of equality and mutual 
advantage. Our solidarity contributions to the 
mining centre at Moatize in Mozambique, for 
instance, go hand in hand with the economic 
agreement concluded by the GDR and the 
People’s Republic of Mozambique. 

In accordance with a government agreement 
experts from the Schwarze Pumpe complex 
are helping to start up and expand hard coal 
mining in Moatize under the auspices of a 
joint GDR~Mozambique undertaking. There 
too we are assisting in the erection of a cater- 
ing centre and cultural and educational facili- 
ties from solidarity funds and are helping to 
organize medical care. 

Up to now, solidarity shipments to the value 
of roughly five million marks were made 
available for these purposes from solidarity 
donations by the GDR population. 

In addition the GDR is extending help in the 
setting up of an agricultural enterprise to 
supply the miners. 

It is in this way, i.e. hand in hand with the 
Schwarze Pumpe complex, that our help is be- 
ing rendered more effective, and that its spe- 
cialists can make an even better contribution 
to the practical realization of our solidarity. 
Ethiopia represents a cornerstone in the prog- 
ressive changes on the African continent. 
Under the leadership of Mengistu Haile-Ma- 
riam, Chairman of the Provisional Military 
Administrative Council and Chairman of the 
Central Committee of COPWE (Commission 
for Organizing the Party of the Working Peo- 
ple of Ethiopia), the country has systemati- 
cally oriented itself towards the socialist road 
of development. 

The mutual visits paid by the heads of state 
of the GDR and Socialist Ethiopia and the 
treaties concluded between the two countries 
underline the importance which the progres- 
sive development of this African country has 
for the entire region. 

Alongside deliveries which were sent to Ethio- 
pia on the basis of agreements, the country 
received 200 tractors financed from donations 
by the GDR population. An FDJ Friendship 
Brigade is setting up a repair workshop, car- 


369 


ries out maintenance work on the tractors and 
trains mechanics. 

A medical school was opened in Gondar 
thanks to the cooperation between socialists 
from the Ethiopian University and Leipzig’s 
Karl Marx University. The scientists in Leip- 
zig sent instruments financed from solidarity 
funds, helped in the preparation of curricula 
and delegated staff to Gondar as teachers and 
lecturers. 

Mobile medical stations equipped for dental 
treatment and gynaecological examinations 
were sent to Angola, Mozambique and Ethio- 
pia, which testifies to the multiplicity of our 
solidarity. 

As for the liberation organizations in southern 
Africa, ‘they were above all supplied with 
baby food, medical supplies, clothing, foot- 
wear, blankets and teaching aids. 

The solidarity funds raised by the GDR popu- 
lation were also used to set up smaller produc- 
tion facilities and workshops. We have made 
available urgently needed building materials 
for etxending the school run by the ANC of 
South Africa in Tanzania and are giving active 
support as far as the equipment of the school 
is concerned. SWAPO of Namibia has receiv- 
ed, among other things, lorries to help them 
ensure supplies for the refugee camps. 
SWAPO’s journal Namibia Today is printed in 
the GDR. 

The People’s Democratic Republic of Yemen, 
with its capital and harbour of Aden, once the 
most important military base of British im- 
perialism for controlling the abundant oil of 
this region, is now a progressive and socialist- 
orientated state which receives solidarity and 
help from the GDR, for instance in its efforts 
to overcome illiteracy. 

During his visit to the People’s Democratic 
Republic of Yemen, Comrade Erich Honecker 
handed over laboratories for teaching the 
natural sciences valued at 2.5 million marks. 
This was a gift from the working people in 
the GDR which makes possible the provision 
of laboratories for 100 schools with whose 
help further strides can be made in imple- 
menting the educational reforms. 

Our solidarity also goes out to the struggle 
waged by the peoples against the last strong- 
holds of racism in the South of Africa. In June 
1974, the GDR Committee for the UN Decade 
of Action to Combat Racism and Racial Dis- 
crimination (attached to the Solidarity Com- 
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mittee of the GDR) was founded in Berlin 
within the framework of the Decade of Action 
to Combat Racism and Racial Discrimination 
proclaimed by the UN General Assembly in 
1973. A high point of the GDR’s anti-imperial- 
ist solidarity with the peoples of South Africa 
was marked by the activities during the In- 
ternational Anti-Apartheid Year in 1978. The 
report given by our Solidarity Committee be- 
fore the UN Anti-Apartheid Committee was 
greatly appreciated. 

The opening in 1978 in our country’s capital 
of official representations of south African 
liberation movements testifies to the GDR’s 
principled attitude towards the struggle wag- 
ed by these organizations against imperialism, 
racism and apartheid. 

When the President of SWAPO, Sam Nujoma, 
recently visited the GDR we talked about our 
relations of many years’ standing which in 
fact started in 1961. The President recalled 
that during a meeting in Zambia in 1964 he 
needed some money, 20 pounds for buying 
petrol to be able to transport some important 
things to his comrades-in-arms. Comrade 
Henry Eggebrecht from the GDR to whom he 
had talked, of course gave him the 20 pounds. 
“Think of the changes that have taken place 
in world history in the course of these 16 
years,” Sam Nujoma said. “The Western 
media called me a killer and gangster at the 
time, and my organization was labelled an 
organization of terrorists. 

“Today SWAPO is recognized by the UN and 
the OAU as representative of the Namibian 
people’s just cause.” 

Nujoma continued: “‘“A major aspect of the 
changed situation is the fact that the inter- 
nationalist solidarity extended by the socialist 
countries and all peace-loving people the 
world over have helped us break through the 
political isolation of our struggle on an inter- 
national scale. 

“The Namibia question has become a cause of 
peace-loving humanity as a whole, anti-im- 
perialist solidarity, including the solidarity 
exercised by the GDR, playing a decisive 
role.” 

We stand firmly by the side of the Afghan 
people in the defence of their just cause, 1.e. 
to determine their own fate independently and 
not to allow a new, dangerous centre of ten- 
sion to arise. 

Recently AAPSO held a meeting in Kabul, the 


capital of fraternal Afghanistan at which the 
organizations affiliated to the Afro-Asian Peo- 
ples’ Solidarity Organization and we express- 
ed our full solidarity with and support for the 
Democratic Republic of Afghanistan. 
We entirely agree with Leonid Brezhnev who, 
during his talks with the West German Chan- 
cellor Helmut Schmidt, said that we would not 
leave our friends in the lurch and that Afgha- 
nistan will not become a second Chile. 
Medical supplies and instruments, blood 
plasma and food concentrates were taken to 
Kabul aboard several special Interflug 
planes. 
Babrak Karmal, Chairman of the Revolution- 
ary Council and Prime Minister of the Demo- 
cratic Republic of Afghanistan, thanked the 
party and state leadership and the entire peo- 
ple of the GDR for this testimony of solidarity 
from the very beginning of the new phase of 
the revolution. 

Support for the just struggle of the Arab peo- 

ple of Palestine and its sole legitimate repre- 

sentative, the Palestine Liberation Organiza- 
tion, PLO, has always been a major part of 
our overall solidarity. 

The GDR is consistently working for the legit- 

imate rights of the Palestinian people in the 

international arena and demands: 

— the withdrawal of all Israeli troops from the 
Arab territories occupied in 1967; 

— the safeguarding of the inalienable rights of 
the Arab people of Palestine, including its 
right to set up an independent state of its 
own, under the leadership of the PLO and 

— the safeguarding of the security of all states 
and peoples in this region. 

Our support comprises the training of young 

Palestinians at GDR colleges, care for Pales- 

tinian children in GDR holiday camps and the 

treatment of wounded and sick liberation 
fighters in our country’s hospitals. 

An official PLO representation has been ac- 

credited in Berlin since the autumn of 1973. 

In this connection too we are doing what we 

can to extend anti-imperialist solidarity. 

Assistance for the struggle of the Chilean peo- 

ple features prominently in the 20-year record 

of our solidarity movement. Our country was 
seized by a powerful wave of protest and soli- 
darity when the heart-wrenching news about 
the fascist military coup and the murder of 
President Allende went around the world. 
A solidarity centre for the Chilean people was 
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founded in Berlin to organize help and assist- 
ance for persecuted Chileans and to support 
international campaigns designed to unmask 
the fascist military junta. The unyielding resis- 
tance of the Chilean people and a world- 
embracing solidarity movement managed to 
wrench Luis Corvalan and thousands of other 
patriots from the clutches of the fascist hang- 
men. Millions of signatures were collected in 
our republic and postcards mailed. Many of 
the postcards arrived in the jails of the Pino- 
chet regime and filled the imprisoned patriots 
with strength and confidence in the future. 
1,500 Chileans were given a temporary second 
home in the GDR, financed from the funds 
raised by our people, thus giving them an 
easier start. 

GDR artists expressed their solidarity in 
songs, poems, pictures and sculptures. Work- 
teams had the obligating names of Salvador 
Allende, Pablo Neruda or Victor Jara bestow- 
ed on them. 

Fighting in unison with all progressive man- 
kind we are not slackening our protests 
against the continuing tortures, in inquiring 
into the fate of the missing Chilean patriots 
and unmasking the fascist character of the 
junta. 

We should like to reassure our Chilean friends 
and comrades of our firm solidarity. We will 
all fight together until the fascist junta in 
Chile has been overthrown and freedom and 
democracy have returned to this pain-stricken 
country. 

Similarly, we are linked in firm solidarity 
with the other peoples of Latin America. Inter- 
national solidarity is needed particularly ur- 
gently by the countries fighting for national 
and social liberation under particularly com- 
plicated conditions in regions directly influenc- 
ed by the chief imperialist power, the USA. 
The Sandinist Liberation Front in Nicaragua 
received support from us already at a time 
when it still had to fight against the Somoza 
dictatorship. And now the young state is be- 
ing assisted by us in overcoming illiteracy and 
building up its health service—both key factors 
in the revolutionary transformation of the 
country. 

A new phase in the relations between our two 
countries commenced with the visit of an offi- 
cial Nicaraguan government delegation to the 
GDR in March this year. 

During cordial talks with thé delegation, 
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Comrade Honecker assured our Nicaraguan 
friends that the GDR would always be linked 
to them in firm solidarity. 

The record of the GDR’s internationalist help 
proves that our citizens are consistently stand- 
ing by the side of the peoples fighting for 
their national independence and for social 
progress. 

Last year, our solidarity funds exceeded 300 
million marks—the highest amount raised in 
the GDR so far, the contributions from the 
Confederation of Free German Trade Unions 
providing the major share. Since 1970, the 
Solidarity Committee of the GDR and the 
Confederation of Free German Trade Unions 
made available solidarity shipments to the 
tune of 1,400 million marks. But the GDR’‘s 
solidarity consists of more than just dona- 
tions of money and rather finds expression in 
agreements concluded at government level. 
All in all, 141 such agreements have been con- 
cluded since 1970 with 59 developing coun- 
tries, while joint eonomic commissions were 
set up with 15 countries. 

The GDR’s foreign trade turnover with the 
developing countries has more than trebled 
since 1970. 

More than 650 projects in the field of trans- 
port and communications, electrification and 
the building materials and textile industries 
have been completed, 53 in 1979 alone. 

It goes without saying that in 1980 we will 
carry on with our internationalist anti-im- 
perialist solidarity. The funds raised will be of 
approximately the same volume as during the 
past years. 

Many solidarity consignments have already 
been dispatched this year. In February a ship 
left for Kampuchea and was followed by an- 
other some days ago. Other solidarity ship- 
ments went to Angola, Mozambique, Ethiopia 
and the People’s Democratic Republic of 
Yemen. Afghanistan and Nicaragua received 
solidarity consignments aboard  Interflug 
planes. 

In the face of the aggravated international 
situation, the stepped up imperialist policy of 
strength, of confrontation and hegemony and 
the accumulation of international problems 
awaiting solution it is necessary for us to in- 
tensify and continue systematically and with 
maximum effectiveness our political, moral 
and every form of material solidarity for the 
peoples threatened by imperialism. 
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The Political Council of the Solidarity Com- 
mittee was founded so that we would be able 
to comply with these greater requirements. 
The Council comprises leading representatives 
of mass organizations, social and government 
institutions. 

The current volume of our solidarity funds 
calls more and more urgently for the improve- 
ment of cooperation between social organiza- 
tions and our government, the ministries and 
our foreign trade bodies and for the planned 
employment of our solidarity funds for cover- 
ing the needs of the developing countries. 
This includes a fuller assessment of the ex- 
periences and knowledge which delegations 
gather on their trips. 

As demonstrated by the activities of the 
Schwarze Pumpe gas complex, collaboration 
between the Solidarity Committee of the GDR 
and other complexes carrying out projects on 
a contractual basis in developing countries is 
gaining in importance. 

1980, as was the case in preceding years, has 
already seen a large number of solidarity 
events in the GDR, for instance the Week of 
Solidarity with the African People Fighting 
for National and Social Liberation, the Week 
of Solidarity with the Anti-imperialist Strug- 
gle of the Arab Peoples and the Week of Soli- 
darity with the People of Cyprus which was 
opened in Suhl in July. A solidarity meeting 
was held in Schwedt to mark the second anni- 
versary of the April Revolution in Afghanis- 
tan. The event put on to commemorate the 
90th anniversary of Ho Chi Minh’s birth was 
an impressive manifestation of solidarity with 
the fraternal Vietnamese people. 

A number of exhibitions held in Berlin on the 
initiative of the Solidarity Committee of the 
GDR, for instance one of Palestinian paintings 
and one of photographs of Nicaragua (Sandino 
vive) attracted many visitors. 

The first Week of Solidarity with the Anti- 
imperialist Liberation Struggle of the Peoples 
of Latin America will be held in September. 
Our international activities have likewise in- 
creased this year. The GDR received delega- 
tions from the People’s Republic of Kampu- 
chea and from. the Democratic Republic of 
Afghanistan, from the PLO, from Nicaragua, 
El Salvador, Uruguay and Angola, to mention 
but a few. 

The Solidarity Committee of the GDR attend- 
ed major international conferences to serve 


the cause of international solidarity and the 
exchange of experiences, for instance in Stock- 
holm, the international conference dealing 
with the liberation of the peoples of South 
Africa; in Malta, the international conference 
against imperialist bases in the Mediterranean 
area; in Basle, the international conference on 
solidarity with the Palestinian people; in Co- 
lombo, the AAPSO meeting held to mark the 
25th anniversary of the Bandung Conference. 
In Dar-es-Salaam we handed a major solidar- 
ity donation to the OAU liberation committee 
to mark the Day of African Unity. 

Also important are our close links and co- 
operation with solidarity committees in 90 
other countries. Proof of this is our visit to 
the Finnish Solidarity Committee. We are 
able to coordinate our solidarity projects, for 
instance various building projects in Africa, 
production of calendars for 1980 for the UN 
Anti-Apartheid Committee and, above all, the 
transport of solidarity consignments aboard 
our ships. 

It is not least due to its policy of active soli- 
darity with all anti-imperialist and peace- 
loving forces the world over that the German 
Democratic Republic has gained international 
recognition for itself. 

Thanks to the constantly closer cooperation be- 
tween parties and mass organizations our 
Solidarity Committee was able to coordinate 
the solidarity campaign of all social organiza- 
tions, institutions and the population ever 
more effectively. 

The Solidarity Committee of the GDR should 
like to express cordial thanks to the Central 
Committee of the SED and its First Secretary, 
Comrade Erich Honecker, for the great meas- 
ure of attention and help they have extended 
to us in our work. 

We should also like to thank the government 
of the GDR for the major effort made by it in 
making possible our solidarity shipments. 
Furthermore, our thanks go out to the Con- 


federation of Free German Trade Unions 
which accounts for the largest part of solidar- 
ity donations in the GDR, to the National 
Front poeple’s movement, the Free German 
Youth and the Ernst Thalmann Pioneer or- 
ganization affiliated to it, the armed forces of 
our republic, the anti-fascist resistance fighters, 
the thousands of artisans and tradespeople, 
the Association of Mutual Farmers’ Aid, the 
Women’s Democratic League, the large num- 
ber of pensioners and the Churches of the 
GDR, as well as all the other social forces 
such as artists and scientists, doctors and jour- 
nalists, indeed all citizens of the GDR who 
contributed so much to the international soli- 
darity movement. 

The pledges made by our working people to 
implement the decisions of the 9th SED Con- 
gress and to prepare the 10th Congress of the 
SED go hand in hand with pledges to intensify 
solidarity. 

It can be stated with full justification that to 
strengthen the GDR further as an inseparable 
part of the socialist community constitutes our 
most important internationalist obligation—for 
the stronger socialism is, the more secure is 
world peace and the wider the opportunities 
of the Asian, African and Latin American peo- 
ples to be more successful in resisting the 
policy of imperialism and in waging the strug- 
gle for social progress in their countries. 
Comrade Erich Honecker stated at the 12th 
plenary session of the SED Central Committee 
that in the course of the decade which has now 
started it is a matter “of augmenting the fruits 
of détente and of unfolding on a still broader 
scale the struggle for peace; freedom, national 
independence and social progress”. 

The Solidarity Committee of the GDR and all 
the forces standing by its side will contribute 
their share to this end. 


GDR Solidarity Committee Archives 
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Speech by Ambassador Peter Florin, Deputy Minister of Foreign 
Affairs and Permanent Representative of the GDR at the United 
Nations, to the UN Security Council regarding South Africa's 
aggression against the People’s Republic of Angola 


26 June 1980 


Once again the Security Council has to take 
up the question of South Africa’s acts of ag- 
gression against the Pepole’s Republic of An- 
gola. For several days now the incursion by 
the armed forces of the racist régime of Pre- 
toria into the territory of the People’s Republic 
of Angola has been continuing. Built-up areas 
even 55 miles within Angolan territory have 
been bombarded. There are victims among the 
civilian population, including women and 
children. Many buildings and bridges have 
been destroyed, and the interventionists have 
mined a number of roads. 

The representative of the People’s Republic of 
Angola has informed the Council that right 
now within the territory of his country there 
are South African troops, artillery units, 
paratroopers and tanks. Clearly this is a 
deliberate act of aggression against an inde- 
pendent sovereign African country by a fascist 
State in which racism is the official policy. The 
Acting Chairman. of the Committee against 
Apartheid has in his statement published today 
decisively condemned the fresh act of aggres- 
sion by South Africa committed at a time 
when we are marking the anniversary of the 
signing of the United Nations Charter. 

The Security Council has several times issued 
warnings to South Africa and demanded the 
cessation of all acts of aggression against 
neighbouring countries, but Pretoria has 
remained deaf to all demands by the world 
community and United Nations bodies to desist 
from the criminal policy of aggression, which 
is a threat to international peace and se- 
curity. 

One asks: why has Pretoria not heeded the 
reasonable desires of the African States to live 
in peace and security? Obviously, the policies 
of the leading circles of South Africa are not 
directed towards seeking peace. They are 
directed in principle towards committing ag- 
gression against other countries. Even the let- 
ter of the Foreign Minister of South Africa 
addressed to the Secretary-General, dated 
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12 May 1980, demonstrates that criminal 
policy. 

The Security Council has no choice: it must 
not only decisively condemn Pretoria’s acts of 
aggression against African countries but also 
seriously take up the matter of enforcement 
action which is provided for in our Organiza- 
tion’s Charter in cases of acts of aggression. 
There is already a ban on arms deliveries to 
South Africa, yet that aggressive country con- 
tinues to arm itself and to use those arms 
against sovereign African countries. The arms 
embargo should be stepped up. African coun- 
tries have repeatedly pointed to the need to 
stop oil deliveries to South Africa. It is high 
time for that matter to be taken up as well. 
The delegation of the German Democratic Re- 
public favours its settlement. We must call 
upon all countries not to deliver oil to the ag- 
gressor country, that is, South Africa. 

Then there is the general matter of 
increasing the isolation surrounding the ag- 
gressive forces of Pretoria. Those countries 
which maintain relations with South Africa 
should seriously consider the fact that South 
Africa views such action, whether or not the 
Western countries like it, as a form of 
encouragement allowing it to violate inter- 
national law by committing acts of aggression 
against neighbouring countries. 

The abuse of the occupied Territory of Na- 
mibia by South Africa, which uses it as a 
springboard for armed attacks against the 
People’s Republic of Angola, is also a viola- 
tion of international law. The Council should 
severely condemn such use of the Territory, 
for which, as members know, the United Na- 
tions is responsible. There is no doubt that the 
actions of South Africa are creating large 
obstacles to a peaceful solution of the Nami- 
bian question. 

The delegation of the German Democratic Re- 
public is certain that the Security Council will 
call upon South Africa immediately to with- 
draw its armed forces from the entire territory 


of the People’s Republic of Angola and to 
respect the territorial integrity of that inde- 
pendent country. South Africa should bear 
responsibility for its-criminal actions and give 
compensation for the damage sustained by 
the People’s Republic of Angola. The delega- 
tion of the German Democratic Republic sup- 
ports the just demand of Angola. 

In conclusion, the delegation of the German 
Democratic Republic would like to assure the 
representative of the People’s Republic of 


Angola that our country will continue in the 
future to give all possible assistance to his 
country in its struggle to preserve its inde- 
pendence and territorial integrity. The German 
Democratic Republic is faithful to the Treaty 
of Friendship and Co-operation which was 
signed last year by the Heads of our States. 


Archives of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
of the GDR 


20 years of the Solidarity Committee of the 


German Democratic Republic 


25 July 1980* 


Peoples on all continents oppressed, threat- 
ened or attacked by imperialism have been 
able to convince themselves in many ways 
since the foundation of the GDR that inter- 
nationalist solidarity was and continues to be 
state policy and a matter close to the hearts of 
the people of the GDR. The period after the 
9th Congress of the SED, too, was marked by 
internationalist thinking and acting on the 
part of millions of citizens in this country. 
Solidarity in word and deed was and continues 
to amount to effective and rapid help for Viet- 
nam and Afghanistan, for Ethiopia, Angola, 
the People’s Democratic Republic of Yemen, 
Mozambique and Namibia, for Cuba and Ni- 
caragua, for all those throughout the world 
who fight for social progress and national and 
social liberation and against imperialism and 
fascism and for realizing human rights. Soli- 
darity embedded in the joint efforts made 
especially with the USSR and the other 
socialist countries, is stimulated through the 
balance of forces which has shifted in favour 
of peace and socialism. 

The many and varying proofs of solidarity on 
the part of the people and innumerable 
activities have contributed to the respect for 
and recognition of our. republic as a reliable 
ally in the struggle of the peoples for freedom 
and independence. The large national move- 
ment in preparation for the 10th Congress of 
the SED demonstrates how deeply rooted in 
the hearts and minds of our people is the idea 


of peace, international friendship, anti-impe- 
rialist solidarity and humanism. 

Solidarity is part of the great traditions and 
achievements of the policy of the party of the 
working class. The German Democratic Re- 
public has always received solidarity and from 
the very beginning and to a growing extent 
extended solidarity. 

The pioneers of yesterday helped to finance 
bicycles for Vietnam. They supported the 
“Hands off Cuba’ call. They witnessed the 
victorious liberation struggle in Algeria, and 
the Congo and tremendous changes in Asia, 
Africa and Latin America. Today they are the 
workers and cooperative farmers whose work 
teams bear the honorary names of freedom 
fighters, they are artists whose work stimu- 
lates the struggle and craftsmen and tradesmen 
who build workshops in Vietnam and other 
countries. 
Proletarian internationalism, tried and tested 
in the antifascist resistance, is nowadays to be 
seen in the efforts made by people in the 
armed forces as well as by scientists, veterans 
of work, or by the housewives organized in 
the Women’s Democratic Federation of Ger- 
many. The idea can even be recognized in 
drawings by the youngest children. The church, 
too, has its firm place in this broad solidarity 
movement. 

The result of 20 years of work by the GDR 
Solidarity Committee provides evidence of the 
growing readiness of the working people to 
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render material solidarity. But equally this 
includes political and moral support which is 
expressed in assistance for the fighting 
peoples, in the GDR’s contribution to the work 
of the UN and other international organiza- 
tions. Put briefly this means foodstuffs and 
medical supplies for the refugee camps of 
SWAPO, the ANC and the PLO, schools for 
Vietnam, tractors for Ethiopia, mobile medical 
facilities for Angola and Mozambique. It also 
means vocational training for apprentices, 
treatment for wounded fighters of the Frente 
Sandinista from Nicaragua, holidays for Pa- 
lestinian children and last but not least the 
exchange of experiences in the German De- 
mocratic Republic. 

The conclusion of long-term state agreements 
and contracts is an expression of solidarity too, 
to whose implementation the Solidarity Com- 
mittee contributes much. 

The GDR Solidarity Committee and the 
mass organizations assisting it will do every- 
thing in preparation of the 10th SED Congress 
to increase the internationalist support for the 
peoples of Asia, Africa and Latin America. 
This was stated at a session of the Committee’s 
Presidium in Berlin on 17 July—only a few 
days before its 20th anniversary—and a mes- 
sage of greeting to Erich Honecker, General 
Secretary of the Central Committee of the SED 
and Chairman of the GDR Council of State, 
underlined this statement. 

In his speech Kurt Seibt, President of the GDR 
Solidarity Committee, emphasized, ‘The ex- 
acerbation of the international situation, the 
further escalation of the imperialist policy of 
strength, confrontation and hegemony makes 
it necessary to continue the purposeful politi- 
cal, moral and material solidarity for the 
peoples threatened by imperialism.”” The 
results achieved so far through solidarity ef- 
forts were a strong encouragement for future 
activities. The last ten years alone saw soli- 
darity help to the amount of 1,400 million 
marks via the Committee, mainly due to the 
donations of the members of the Confedera- 
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tion of Free German Trade Unions. 39,000 
people from these countries received voca- 
tional training and further education, 10,000 
graduated from universities, colleges and 
technical colleges. A total of 2,300 wounded 
or sick freedom fighters were successfully 
treated in the GDR’s health establishments. In 
the same period 15,000 GDR experts worked 
in developing countries. 

“The results of the internationalist help 
granted by the GDR prove how consistently 
our people are assisting the peoples fighting 
for national independence and social prog- 
ress,” said Kurt Seibt. Our solidarity not only 
helps to mitigate suffering and misery, but 
also contributes to building a new and free 
life. 

During the session headed by Kurt Kriger, 
General Secretary of the Solidarity Committee, 
Egon Winkelmann, Head of the Department 
of International Relations of the SED Central 
Committee, expressed thanks on behalf of the 
Central Committee for the successful work 
done by the Committee. In preparation for the 
10th Congress it was of importance to further 
strengthen the idea of solidarity and to 
increase the quantity and quality of our help. 
Thereafter Heinz Neukrantz, member of the 
Presiditiim and Secretary of the FDGB National 
Executive, as well as representatives of the 
National Front, the Women’s Democratic 
Federation and the Free German Youth 
reported how hundreds of thousands of their 
members are helping strengthen the front of 
anti-imperialist struggle through their work 
and solidarity shifts. 

The delegates in a message of greeting to 
Erich Honecker, which was adopted by ac- 
clamation, promised to support the struggle 
of the people of Asia, Africa and Latin Ame- 
rica in future, too, in close alliance with the 
Soviet Union and the other states of the 
socialist community. 


GDR Solidarity Committee Archives 


Statement made by Ambassador Dr Siegfried Zachmann, Acting 
Permanent Representative of the GDR at the United Nations, to the 
UN Security Council, on the admission of Zimbabwe to the 


United Nations 


30 July 1980 


It is with great pleasure that my delegation 
extends congratulations to the Minister of 
Foreign Affairs of the Republic of the Philip- 
pines—a country with which the German 
Democratic Republic maintains ever closer 
relations of friendly co-operation—on his as- 
suming the responsible office of President of 
the Security Council for the month of July. We 
are convinced, Mr President, that the great 
diplomatic skill and the rich experience you 
have gathered during your activities in the 
United Nations Organization, to the founding 
fathers of which you belong, will be of ex- 
traordinary value for dealing with the issues 
currently before the Security Council. We are 
looking forward to further fruitful co-opera- 
tion with you. 

At the same time, I wish to use this op- 
portunity to thank Ambassador Ole Algard for 
the comprehensive work which he performed 
in a circumspect manner as President of the 
Security Council in the month of June, during 
which work was so plentiful. 

The delegation of the German Democratic 
Republic notes with pleasure that the Security 
Council adopted a unanimous decision recom- 
mending to the United Nations General As- 
sembly that the Republic of Zimbabwe be 
admitted to membership of the world Or- 
ganization. 

True to the basic principles of its foreign 
policy aimed at peace, detente and social prog- 
ress, and guided by the endeavour to actively 
support the struggle waged by the peoples of 
Africa for the complete liberation of the con- 
tinent from all forms and manifestations of 
foreign and racist occupation and exploitation, 
the German Democratic Republic has voted in 
favour of that decision. 

The admission of the Republic of Zimbabwe 
to membership of the United Nations Or- 
ganization crowns with success the sacrificing 
struggle the people of Zimbabwe had to wage 
Over many years—on political and diplomatic 
level as well as in the military sector—for its 


national independence and self-determination. 
The proclamation of the Republic of Zim- 
babwe was conducive to eliminating one of the 
last colonial territories in the African con- 
tinent. The historic victory won by the people 
of Zimbabwe became possible also because of 
the active solidarity displayed by its friends 
in the African continent and throughout the 
world, who-in contrast to certain States that 
collaborated with the Southern Rhodesian 
racist regime—stood by the side of that people 
in the hard times it had to go through. The 
German Democratic Republic has always at- 
tached great importance to the developments 
in the African continent and to the African 
peoples’ striving for peace, including the 
people of Zimbabwe, and from the very begin- 
ning has been rendering support and as- 
sistance to them. Anti-imperialist solidarity 
with all peoples struggling for their national 
and social liberation constitutes an inseparable 
part of the GDR’s socialist foreign policy. 

As a result of the victory won by the Zim- 
babwean people, the liberation struggle waged 
by the peoples in southern Africa has scored 
fresh successes. The German Democratic Re- 
public welcomes the overwhelming election 
victory recorded by the Zimbabwe African Na- 
tional Union and regards it as a clear ex- 
pression of that people’s striving for justice, 
national independence and sovereignty. 

The German Democratic Republic is and 
will always be prepared to assist the Republic 
of Zimbabwe in its development. 

There can be no doubt whatsoever that the 
Republic of Zimbabwe-fully in line with the 
principles and objectives of the United Na- 
tions Organization—will conscientiously abide 
by the obligations arising from the United 
Nations Charter. The GDR expresses its con- 
viction that the Republic of Zimbabwe as a 
member of the world Organization will con- 
tribute a valuable share towards the realiza- 
tion of the fundamental goals which the 
Organization pursues in its activities, namely 
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to preserve and strengthen peace and security 
on our globe. 

Already today, the elimination of the 
Southern Rhodesian racist regime and the 
development in the Republic of Zimbabwe 
produce a favourable impact on the interna- 
tional relations. At the same time, the Re- 
public of Zimbabwe strengthens the ranks of 
those States which—together with the national 
liberation movements in southern Africa-— 
resolutely stand up for the independence of 
Namibia and against the peace-endangering 
policy of apartheid pursued by South Africa. 
The German Democratic Republic welcomes 


the representatives of free Zimbabwe in the 
forum of the United Nations and wishes them 
much success in the performance of the tasks 
they will face in the framework of the world 
Organization. From this rostrum, the German 
Democratic Republic wishes to assure the 
representatives of the Republic of Zimbabwe 
of its readiness and preparedness to co-operate 
with them in the quest for the cause of peace, 
detente and of liberty and independence of the 
peoples. 


Archives of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
of the GDR 


Reply by the GDR government to the Memorandum of the UN 
Secretary-General PO 230 SOAF (2-2-3-1) of 2 July 1980, concerning 
the South African government's apartheid policy 


31 July 1980 


Fully in line with its principled policy of sup- 
porting the peoples’ quest for national and so- 
cial liberation, and their struggle against colo- 
nialism, neo-colonialism, racism and apart- 
heid, the German Democratic Republic has 
been strictly abiding by the provisions of 
resolution 418 (1977) adopted by the Security 
Council. The support and solidarity of the 
socialist German State go to the South Afri- 
can-patriots and their just struggle against the 
apartheid régime. Now as before, the GDR 
does not maintain any relations with the 
apartheid régime in South Africa, be it in the 
political, economic, military or other fields. 
Consequently, the GDR has no licensing or 
other contractual agreements with that régime 
concerning the production or servicing of 
weapons, ammunition, military equipment or 
vehicles. 

The GDR advocates the persistent and com- 
prehensive implementation of the Security 
Council resolution regarding the arms em- 
bargo against South Africa. It emphatically 
supports the demands for further coercive 
measures under the terms of Chapter VII of 
the Charter of the United Nations for the 
complete international isolation of the racist 
régime and for its final elimination. The 
holding of the International Conference on 
Sanctions against South Africa, decided upon 
at the thirty-fourth session of the United Na- 
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tions General Assembly, would be a signi- 
ficant step in this direction. The acts of ag- 
gression the South African racists have per- 
petrated against sovereign African States, 
abusing the illegally occupied Namibian 
Territory, as well as massive terror against the 
majority of the South African people, demon- 
strate the urgency of effective steps to be 
taken against the policy of apartheid which 
represents a permanent and gross violation of 
human rights and a threat to peace. In com- 
pliance with relevant resolutions of the Gen- 
eral Assembly, such measures must be aimed 
at prohibiting and discontinuing any colla- 
boration with the apartheid régime, and at pre- 
venting it, above all, from realizing its nu- 
clear-weapon plans. 

During his call at the seat of the Organization 
of African Unity on 14 Novemebr 1979, the 
General Secretary of the Central Committee of 
the Socialist Unity Party of Germany and 
Chairman of the GDR Council of State, Erich 
Honecker, emphasized, inter alia: ‘““As a non- 
permanent member of the Security Council, 
the German Democratic Republic will, also 
within the United Nations, speak out for ef- 
fective sanctions against the Republic of 
South Africa.” 


Archives of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
of the GDR 


From the toast proposed by the General Secretary of the Central 
Committee of the Socialist Unity Party of Germany and Chairman of the 
Council of State of the GDR, Erich Honecker, at a reception for the 
President of the Republic of Zambia, Dr Kenneth Kaunda, on the 


occasion of his visit to the GDR 


22 August 1980 


Permit me once more to extend our warmest 
welcome to you, dear Comrade President and 
Comrade Betty Kaunda, and to those accom- 
panying you on your visit to the socialist 
German Democratic Republic. It gives us 
great pleasure to have in our midst such a 
good friend and great freedom fighter as Com- 
rade President Kenneth Kaunda. 

In your person, dear Comrade Kenneth 
Kaunda, we greet a staunch leader of the anti- 
colonial liberation struggle waged by the Zam- 
bian people and the other African peoples. 
You are held in high esteem in the German 
Democratic Republic as an eminent states- 
man who is deeply committed to the cause of 
peace and social progress. Your political and 
moral standing extends far beyond the bound- 
aries of Zambia and of Africa as a whole. 

For many years our people have been linked 
in solidarity with your country’s struggle for 
independence. They feel a genuine sympathy 
and render support for the current efforts of 
your people to build a humanist society free 
from exploitation. During my visit last year 
I could see for myself the remarkable advan- 
ces Zambia has made despite constant acts of 
aggression and attempted blackmail by the 
South African racists. We are well aware of 
the outstanding merits of the United National 
Independence Party under your leadership, 
dear Comrade Kenneth Kaunda. Zambia's voice 
is acknowledged and respected in the United 
Nations, the movement of non-aligned coun- 
tries and the Organization of African Unity. 

It is with pleasure that I recall our meeting 
and the fruitful talks in Lusaka. I am grati- 
fied to note that those talks and the agree- 
ments reached at the time have been an im- 
portant stimulus to our friendly relations and 
the cooperation between our parties, states 
and peoples. The balance-sheet today is one 
of success. 

Your present visit to the German Democratic 


Republic, Comrade President, is an expression 
of our already established friendship. Let me 
express the conviction that it will also contri- 
bute to the continuous further deepening of 
our all-round cooperation. The ideals and ob- 
jectives uniting us in the struggle for a new 
world, for peace, security and a truly humane 
society provide a solid basis for this. 

In common with our fraternal socialist coun- 
tries, the majority of non-aligned countries 
and indeed all peace-loving forces, we are of 
the belief that peace must be the central 
goal in world politics. Peace will be more 
stable and enduring if a real turn towards 
disarmament based on the principle of parity 
and equal security can be achieved. This is 
the purpose of the constructive and realistic 
proposals which the Political Consultative 
Committee of the states party to the Warsaw 
Treaty presented in May this year to all peo- 
ples and governments. 

The schemes of imperialist and hegemonistic 
forces bent on turning from détente to a course 
of confrontation must be thwarted. This can 
be achieved if all peace-loving forces unite 
their efforts to press even more resolutely for 
international security, for immediate and 
genuine measures to curb the arms race, and 
for disarmament. 

The German Democratic Republic has wel- 
comed the Soviet Union’s readiness to enter 
into negotiations on medium-range nuclear 
missiles even before the ratification of SALT-2, 
negotiations which must also cover forward- 
based American nuclear weapons. This could 
clear the way to breaking down the barriers 
that have been erected by NATO’s Brussels 
missile decision in defiance of the peoples’ 
desire for détente and disarmament. In this 
respect, early ratification of SALT-2 is indis- 
pensable. In our view great importance at- 
taches to the European conference on disar- 
mament and military détente. Its convening 
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should be agreed upon by the states partici- 
pating in the Conference on Security and 
Cooperation in Europe at their forthcoming 
Madrid meeting. 

Since our visit to your country, further chan- 
ges have ocurred on the African continent, 
especially in southern Africa. We have hailed 
the victory achieved by the people of Zim- 
babwe, and we wish them and their govern- 
ment under Robert Mugabe success in 
strengthening national independence and de- 
veloping the country. Zimbabwe's gaining 
independence will mean that more favourable 
conditions for peace and cooperation among 
the free states in southern Africa are 
created. 

Attention is now focussed on the liberation of 
Namibia. We shall continue to accord active 
political, diplomatic and material assistance 
to SWAPO, the legitimate representative of 
the people of Namibia. In this context we con- 
demn the manoeuvres of the racist regime and 
its close friends. They are seeking to gain time 
in order to impose a neo-colonialist settle- 
ment on the Namibian people, by-passing the 
United Nations and excluding SWAPO. 

We share the view of our African friends that 
the elimination of apartheid in the Republic 
of South Africa, that inhuman system and 
dangerous source of aggression, is a task 
assuming ever increasing urgency. We stand 
in solidarity at the side of the African Na- 
tional Congress (ANC) in its hard and pro- 
tracted struggle. 

As is known, the NATO countries are con- 
tinuing unrelenting their military and eco- 
nomic cooperation with South Africa. Their 
collaboration also extends to the nuclear 
field. They have established new imperialist 
military bases in the North-East of the Afri- 
can continent and are attempting to expand 
NATO’s sphere of action to Africa. All this 
demonstrates the double-dealing of those im- 
perialist politicians who constantly talk of 
“decolonization” and ‘‘stabilization’” on the 
African continent. 

We are confident that the African peoples will 
win new victories in eliminating racism and 
overcoming neo-colonialism. In this endeav- 
our they will have faithful allies in the social- 
ist states. 

The liberated peoples of Africa have com- 
menced the battle against hunger, poverty, 
disease and ignorance, which means first and 
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foremost overcoming economic backward- 
ness. 


We share the anxiety expressed by many Afri- 
can statesmen, especially at the recent summit 
meeting of the Organization of African Unity 
in Lagos, concerning the grave economic and 
social problems in their countries. These prob- 
lems are not just the heritage left by centuries 
of foreign exploitation and national oppres- 
sion, but are being constantly reproduced by 
neo-colonialism. 

We are in favour of a restructuring of inter- 
national economic relations on a democratic 
and just basis. This is an essential for over- 
coming backwardness and poverty. 

We should like to state that the GDR supports 
the movement of the non-aligned countries 
with sincere sympathy. This movement has 
become an influential factor in international 
politics, making an important contribution to 
the anti-imperialist struggle for peace, na- 
tional independence and the achievement of 
economic relations based on equal rights. 
Our active solidarity goes out to the struggle 
of the peoples for national and social libera- 
tion, whether in Africa or on other continents. 
With profound interest we are following the 
struggle of the progressive forces in Latin 
America, and the development after the vic- 
torious people’s revolution in Nicaragua. We 
side with the democratic forces of Bolivia 
who are making great sacrifices in defending 
and continuing the democratic process. We 
strongly condemn the machinations of those 
forces which are trampling underfoot democ- 
racy, freedom and the sovereign right of the 
people to self-determination. 

We are opposed to the permanent disregard 
shown by Israel for United Nations resolu- 
tions and decisions, which is reflected anew in 
the annexation of the Arab part of Jerusalem. 
The proclamation of Jerusalem as the capital 
of Israel is undoubtedly bound to exacerbate 
the situation. It defies all those who stand for 
a comprehensive, just and lasting settlement 
of the Middle-East Conflict. 

We are welcoming you here at a time when 
the working people of this country are pre- 
paring for the 10th Congress of the Socialist 
Unity Party of Germany. They are displaying 
great elan and creativity under the slogan 
‘The best for the 10th Congress—every effort 
for the well-being of the people”. Thanks to 


the performance of workers, cooperative farm- 
ers, and intellectuals and professional people 
the first socialist state of workers and farmers 
on German soil is developing in a stable and 
dynamic manner. The solid foundation for all 
our successes are the fraternal ties with the 
USSR and the firm integration of the German 
Democratic Republic in the community of so- 
cialist states. 

Already now, after the first round of talks, 
we can note that your stay in the GDR and 
our exchange of experiences will contribute 
to drawing even closer the bonds of friendship 
between our parties, states and peoples. We 
look forward to our continued trusting and 
friendly cooperation. 

Dear Comrade Kenneth Kaunda, 

Dear Comrade Betty Kaunda, 


Dear Guests, 

Let us raise our glasses and drink to 

— the well-being of the President of the Re- 
public of Zambia and President of the 
United National Independence Party, Com- 
rade Kenneth Kaunda, and his esteemed 
spouse; 

— the friendship, solidarity and cooperation 
between our parties, states and peoples; 

~ the continuing successful progress of the 
Republic of Zambia in the creation of a 
happy life for the Zambian people; 

— fresh successes in the struggle for peace; 

— the well-being of all the Zambian comrades 
and friends present here! 


Neues Deutschland, 23/24 August 1980 


Joint communiqué on the state visit of the President of the Republic 
of Zambia, Dr Kenneth David Kaunda, to the German 


Democratic Republic 


24 August 1980 


At the invitation of the General Secretary of 
the Central Committee of the Socialist Unity 
Party of Germany and Chairman of the Coun- 
cil of State of the German Democratic Repub- 
lic, Erich Honecker, the President of the Re- 
public of Zambia, Dr Kenneth David Kaunda, 
paid a state visit to the German Democratic 
Republic from 22 to 24 August 1980. 

This fresh meeting of the two statesmen and 
the extremely warm welcome accorded to Dr 
Kenneth David Kaunda and his accompanying 
party provided an impressive demonstration 
of friendship and close cooperation between 
the Socialist Unity Party of Germany and the 
United National Independence Party and be- 
tween the German Democratic Republic and 
the Republic of Zambia, the roots of which 
go back to the beginnings of the Zambian 
people’s struggle for national liberation. 
The President of the Republic of Zambia, 
Dr Kenneth David Kaunda, laid a wreath at 
the Memorial to the Victims of Fascism and 
Militarism and undertook a sightseeing tour 
of Berlin, capital of the German Democratic 
Republic. 


During his stay in the German Democratic Re- 
public the distinguished guest visited Frank- 
furt-on-Oder county. At the Miincheberg state 
farm, Dr Kenneth David Kaunda was able to 
aquaint himself with the development of 
agriculture in the GDR. 

Erich Honecker and Dr Kenneth David 
Kaunda briefed each other on domestic devel- 
opments in their respective states, conferred 
on the further shaping of the friendly relations 
existing between the GDR and the Republic 
of Zambia, and reviewed in detail problems 
of the international situation. 

The talks which were held in an atmosphere 
of cordiality, trust and mutual understanding 
were attended: 

From the German Democratic Republic by: 
Willi Stoph, member of the Politbureau of the 
SED Central Committee and Chairman of the 
Council of Ministers, Ginter Mittag, member 
of the Politbureau and Secretary of the SED 
Central Committee, Hermann Axen, member 
of the Politbureau and Secretary of the SED 
Central Committee, Oskar Fischer, Minister of 
Foreign Affairs of the GDR, Heinz Kuhrig, 
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Minister of Agriculture, Forestry and Food 
Processing, Friedmar Clausnitzer, Deputy 
Minister of Foreign Trade, Horst Kéhler, Am- 
bassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary 
of the German Democratic Republic to the 
Republic of Zambia, Wolfgang Bayerlacher, 
department head in the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs. 

From the Republic of Zambia by: R.C. Ka- 
manga, member of the UNIP Central Commit- 
tee, Chairman of the Political and Legal Af- 
fairs Committee, H. Mulemba, member of 
the UNIP Central Committee, Member of 
Parliament, Chairman of the Personnel and 
Disciplinary Affairs Committee, K. Makasa, 
member of the UNIP Central Committee, 
Chairman of the Agricultural Development 
Committee, R. Chisupa, Member of Parlia- 
ment, Minister of Trade and Industry, K. S. K. 
Musokotwane, Member of Parliament, Minis- 
ter of Finance, W. M. Chakulya, Member of 
Parliament, Minister of Foreign Affairs, U. G. 
Mwila, Member of Parliament, Minister of 
Agriculture and Water Management, D.C. 
Mulaisho, personal economic adviser to the 
President, J.C. M. Punabantu, personal press 
adviser to the President, S.G. Kazunga, per- 
sonal administrative adviser to the President, 
S. X. Q. Shimabale, Ambassador Extraordinary 
and Plenipotentiary of the Republic of Zambia 
to the GDR. 


I 

The General Secretary of the SED Central 
Committee and Chairman of the Council of 
State of the GDR, Erich Honecker, informed 
his guest about the great initiative of the GDR 
people in preparation for the 10th SED Con- 
gress, which reflects their resolve to develop 
further the country’s advanced socialist society 
in the 1980s on the basis of what has been 
accomplished so far. The President of the Re- 
public of Zambia, Dr Kenneth David Kaunda, 
praised the important successes scored by the 
people of the GDR under the leadership of the 
Socialist Unity Party of Germany in the con- 
tinued building of an advanced socialist so- 
ciety. He highly commended the GDR’s foreign 
policy, which is directed towards strengthen- 
ing world peace and international security and 
detente, and paid tribute to the active soli- 
darity exercised by the German Democratic 
Republic with the peoples fighting for their 
liberation and for social progress and against 
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imperialism, colonialism, neo-colonialism, rac- 
ism and apartheid. 

Dr Kenneth David Kaunda informed his host 
about the struggle of the Zambian people 
under the leadership of the United National 
Independence Party for the consolidation of 
their national independence and against colo- 
nialism, neo-colonialism, Zionism, racism and 
apartheid. He explained Zambia's efforts for 
economic development and the implementa- 
tion of the ten-year programme designed to 
develop the country’s agriculture and to im- 
prove further the living standards of the peo- 
ple. 

Erich Honecker expressed the high regard of 
the people of the German Democratic Republic 
for the successes of the Republic of Zambia 
in strengthening national independence and 
developing the country, and he underlined 
the important part played in this respect by 
the United National Independence Party. He 
expressed his great appreciation for the major 
contribution made by the Zambian people 
towards the final elimination of colonialism, 
neo-colonialism, racism and apartheid in 
southern Africa and towards peace and se- 
curity in the region and in the world at 
large. 

Erich Honecker and Dr Kenneth David 
Kaunda noted with satisfaction that since the 
visit of the party and state delegation of the 
German Democratic Republic to the Republic 
of Zambia in February 1979, political, eco- 
nomic, scientific, technological and cultural 
relations between the two friendly parties, 
states and peoples have significantly advanced. 
They were agreed that mutually beneficial co- 
operation based on the common struggle for 
international peace and security, for arms 
limitation and disarmament, for the defence 
and consolidation of independence and for 
social progress should be further strengthened 
and deepened. 

During the visit of Dr Kenneth David Kaunda 
to the German Democratic Republic the fol- 
lowing agreements were signed: the Pro- 
gramme on Long-term Economic, Scientific 
and Technological Cooperation between the 
Government of the German Democratic Re- 
public and the Government of the Republic 
of Zambia, the Air Service Agreement be- 
tween the Government of the German Demo- 
cratic Republic and the Government of the Re- 
public of Zambia, and other agreements. 


II 

Erich Honecker and Dr Kenneth David 
Kaunda noted with great concern that the 
international situation remains difficult and 
tense. They believe it more urgent than ever 
that all peace-loving forces should make con- 
certed efforts against the arms race policy 
and the drive for military superiority, and 
that they should firmly oppose the expan- 
sion of existing, and the creation of new, 
military alliances, bases and zones of opera- 
tion. 

Both sides stressed the determination of their 
parties, states and peoples to work together 
with all forces of peace in the world to 
broaden further the struggle for peace, free- 
dom, national independence and social pro- 
gress in the 1980s. They vigorously advocated 
multiplying the benefits of detente and con- 
tinuing the dialogue between East and West, 
South and North. 

Sharing the conviction that the continuation of 
the arms race is one of the main dangers 
threatening peace and international security 
and also hampering the economic and social 
progress of all peoples, the two sides support 
all genuine measures leading to the cessation 
of the arms race, and to arms limitation and 
disarmament, especially in the nuclear field. 
They discussed the proposals the states party 
to the Warsaw Treaty made in May 1980, and 
expressed the hope that this timely initiative 
will further the struggle for peace and de- 
tente. 

Erich Honecker and Dr Kenneth David 
Kaunda reaffirmed their position that the 
financial, material and intellectual resources 
released through measues of disarmament 
should be used for the peoples’ all-round de- 
velopment. 

The two sides attach great importance to the 
ratification of the SALT-2 Treaty. 

They favour early constructive solutions at the 
Vienna Talks on the reduction of forces and 
armaments in Central Europe. 

Erich Honecker and Dr Kenneth Kaunda 
attach great importance to the consistent and 
complete implementation of the principles 
and recommendations contained in the Hel- 
sinki Final Act as a long-term programme of 
peaceful coexistence. They favour the achieve- 
ment of positive and concrete results at the 
Madrid meeting which would have a favour- 
able impact on the international situation. 


The German Democratic Republic and the 
Republic of Zambia consider respect for and 
observance of the inviolability of frontiers to 
be an indispensable prerequisite for the sta- 
bilization of peace and security in the world 
and for the development of good-neighbourly 
relations among states. 


III 

Erich Honecker and Dr Kenneth Kaunda 
devoted great attention to developments on 
the African continent. They note with satis- 
faction that the decades-long costly struggle 
of the African peoples has brought about 
historically significant political and _ social 
changes. 

The GDR and the Republic of Zambia hailed 
the victory of the people of Zimbabwe after 
long years of struggle against racism, colonial- 
ism and imperialism. They voiced their sup- 
port for the srengthening of Zimbabwe's na- 
tional independence and declared their resolve 
to assist the government of free Zimbabwe 
led by Prime Minister Robert Mugabe in the 
struggle to overcome the adverse aftermath of 
the colonial-racist regime and to develop the 
country. 

The two sides spoke out strongly for the full 
and unrestricted independence of Namibia. 
They call for the implementation of the de- 
cisions of the United Nations aimed at putting 
an immediate end to South Africa’s illegal 
occupation of Namibia, and they condemned 
the persistent obstructionist policy of the 
South African regime and those behind it. 
The two sides support the proposal by the 
United Nations Council for Namibia for the 
convening of an international conference to 
aid the struggle of the Namibian people and 
their legitimate representative, the South-West 
Africa People’s Organization. 

The German Democratic Republic and the 
Republic of Zambia consider the elimination 
of apartheid in the Republic of South Africa, 
that inhuman system and hotbed of aggression 
in Africa, to be an urgent necessity. They 
condemn the close cooperation of imperialist 
states with that regime and support the con- 
vening of an international conference on 
sanctions against the racist regime, in pur- 
suance of the relevant United Nations resolu- 
tion. They pledged continued solidarity and 
assistance to the patriotic forces in the Repub- 
lic of South Africa and their legitimate rep- 
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resentative, the African National Congress, in 
the fight against oppression, apartheid and 
for democracy and freedom. 

Erich Honecker and Dr Kenneth David 
Kaunda denounced most vigorously the acts 
of aggression committed by the South African 
racist regime against the Republic of Zimbia 
and the People’s Republic of Angola. They 
view these acts as an attack on the indepen- 
dence and work of peaceful construction of 
the peoples of these states and as a threat to 
international peace and security. 

Dr Kenneth David Kaunda informed his host 
about the contribution made by the front-line 
states in support of the liberation struggle in 
southern Africa. Erich Honecker commended 
the activities of these states and assured them 
of the German Democratic Republic’s sustain- 
ed militant solidarity. 

Erich Honecker and Dr Kenneth David 
Kaunda expressed their concern at the estab- 
lishment of new imperialist military bases on 
African soil and at the increasing attempts to 
use African territory as a military staging 
area. 

The GDR and the Republic of Zambia empha- 
size the important part played by the Or- 
ganization of African Unity in the struggle 
against racism, apartheid, colonialism and 
neo-colonialism, for the preservation and con- 
solidation of peace in Africa, for economic and 
social progress, and for the development of 
inter-African cooperation. They regard the 
decisions of the 17th Conference of Heads 
of State and Government of the Organization 
of African Unity as a constructive contribution 
accelerating the continuing struggle for na- 
tional, social and economic liberation on the 
continent. 

Erich Honecker and Dr Kenneth David 
Kaunda reviewed the tense situation in South- 
East Asia and the Near and Middle East. 
True to their policies aimed at peace, the 
peaceful settlement of conflicts and anti- 
imperialist solidarity, they support the aspira- 
tions of the peoples of South-East Asia to live 
in a climate of peace, stability and coopera- 
tion, and they advocate solving all questions 
of relations between the countries in the re- 
gion by way of negotiations, without outside 
interference and in the spirit of the universally 
recognized principles of peaceful coexistence. 
The GDR and the Republic of Zambia call for 
a political solution to the situation concerning 
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Afghanistan. They believe that such a solu- 
tion must ensure the complete cessation of 
any kind of outside interference directed 
against the sovereignty and territorial inte- 
grity of Afghanistan and its social progress. 
The GDR and the Republic of Zambia support 
a comprehensive political settlement in the 
Middle East with the direct participation of 
all interested parties, including the Arab peo- 
ple of Palestine through its legitimate rep- 
resentative, the Palestine Liberation Organi- 
zation, and on the basis of respect for the 
legitimate interests of all states and peoples of 
the Middle East. They condemn Israel’s deci- 
sion on Jerusalem as an attempted annexa- 
tion and urge the cessation of all activities 
directed against a comprehensive political 
Middle-East settlement. 

The two states welcome the successes achieved 
by the revolutionary and democratic forces in 
Latin America in the struggle for social libera- 
tion and democratic rights. They resolutely 
support the right to self-determination and 
non-interference in the internal affairs of the 
peoples in this region and vigorously condemn 
machinations designed to violate these funda- 
mental principles. They declared their soli- 
darity with the struggle of the Bolivian peo- 
ple. 

The two states support the further enhance- 
ment of the authority and effectiveness of the 
United Nations in creating a more healthy 
international climate. They stand for the strict 
observance of the universal principles en- 
shrined in the United Nations Charter and 
reaffirm their readiness to implement them 
consistently. 

The German Democratic Republic and the 
Republic of Zambia advocate a restructuring 
of international economic relations on an equal 
and democratic basis and oppose all attempts 
to abuse international economic relations as a 
weapon of Cold War and political blackmail. 
They back all aspirations of the states and 
peoples of Africa for economic progress, for 
the completion of the process of anti-colonial 
liberation, for overcoming the colonial heri- 
tage and for an equal status in international 
economic relations. They welcome the deci- 
sions of the 1st Conference of Heads of State 
and Government of the Organization of Afri- 
can Unity on Economic Matters and underline 
the importance of the 11th special session of 
the United Nations General Assembly devoted 


to economic issues. The two sides express their 
resolve to act to ensure that this special ses- 
sion will contribute towards progress in inter- 
national cooperation on a basis of equality. 
Erich Honecker valued the movement of non- 
aligned countries as a positive force and an 
influential factor in the international arena 
and stressed that the German Democratic Re- 
public will always be a reliable partner of the 
non-aligned countries in the international 
struggle for peace and social progress. 


IV 

Erich Honecker and Dr Kenneth David 
Kaunda express their profound satisfaction at 
their productive and trustful talks. They con- 
sider that the state visit of Dr Kenneth David 
Kaunda to the GDR has been yet another 
landmark in the relationships between their 


parties, states and peoples. They agree that 
the continuation of contacts at the highest 
level will strengthen and deepen the friendly 
ties between the two countries on an anti- 
imperialist basis. 

The President of the Republic of Zambia, 
Dr Kenneth David Kaunda, expressed his 
gratitude for the warm welcome and the great 
hospitality accorded to him and his party dur- 
ing their stay in the GDR. 

He extended an invitation to the General 
Secretary of the SED Central Committee and 
Chairman of the Council of State of the GDR, 
Erich Honecker, to pay an official visit to the 
Republic of Zambia. The invitation was ac- 
cepted with thanks. 

Berlin, 24 August 1980 


Neues Deutschland, 25 August 1980 


Joint statement issued by the Solidarity Committee of the GDR, the 
GDR Comnnittee for the UN Decade of Action to Combat Racism and 
Racial Discrimination and the Peace Council of the GDR, to mark the 
Day of Solidarity with the People of Namibia 


26 August 1980 


On the occasion of the Day of Solidarity with 
the people of Namibia the Solidarity Com- 
mittee, the Committee for the Decade of Ac- 
tion to Combat Racism and Racial Discrimina- 
tion and the Peace Council of the German 
Democratic Republic send their fraternal 
militant greetings of solidarity to the people 
of Namibia and its legitimate representative, 
the South West Africa People’s Organization 
(SWAPO). 

The people of the German Democratic Repub- 
lic harbour feelings of deep sympathy and 
solidarity towards the Namibian people in 
their just and sacrificing struggle under the 
leadership of SWAPO for the implementation 
of their right to self-determination and for the 
independence of their country. As a result of 
the upswing in the anti-imperialist liberation 
struggle in southern Africa and the mounting 
successes scored by SWAPO the racist regime 
in Pretoria increasingly feels driven to the 
wall. It responds by continuing and intensify- 
ing in an unprecedented measure its acts of 
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aggression against the Namibian population 
and sovereign peace-loving states. Once more, 
we most resolutely condemn the illegal oc- 
cupation of Namibia by South African 
troops. 

We also denounce the renewed aggressive 
military acts by South African troops in An- 
gola. The activities of the racist regime of 
South Africa, its striving for nuclear weapons 
and its nuclear weapon tests do not only 
threaten the African peoples but pose a new 
danger to world peace. 

We condemn the continued attempts by South 
Africa and the imperialist countries to break 
the will of the Namibian people and foist on 
them a puppet regime by way of a so-called 
internal solution in contravention of relevant 
UN resolutions. This neo-colonialist solution 
is designed to perpetuate the exploitation of 
the Namibian people and the plundering of 
their mineral resources. 

We demand the immediate withdrawal of 
South Africa from Namibia, the release of all 
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political prisoners and the safeguarding of 
the country’s territorial integrity. 

The German Democratic Republic hails the 
successes achieved by the Namibian people 
under the leadership of their vanguard, the 
South West Africa People’s Organization. 


Jointly with the other socialist states we will] 
also in the future stand firmly at the side of 
the people of Namibia in their struggle for 
freedom and full independence. 


GDR Solidarity Committee Archives 


Communication from the GDR on the implementation of UN resolutions 
34/93 A and 34/93 L regarding South Africa’s apartheid policy 
Ref.: Memorandum PO SOAEF (2-2-1) of the UN Secretary-General 


2 September 1980 


The government and people of the German 
Democratic Republic most vehemently con- 
demn the peace-threatening and inhuman 
apartheid system of South Africa, and advocate 
its complete and unconditional eradication. 
Side by side with the forces fighting against 
imperialism, colonialism, neo-colonialism, rac- 
ism and apartheid, they render particular 
political, diplomatic and material support to 
the peoples in southern Africa and their 
national liberation organizations, SWAPO of 
Namibia and the ANC of South Africa. On the 
occasion of the official friendship visit paid 
to the GDR by Samora Machel, President of 
the FRELIMO Party and of the People’s Re- 
public of Mozambique, Erich Honecker, 
General Secretary of the Central Committee 
of the Socialist Unity Party of Germany and 
Chairman of the GDR Council of State, under- 
lined this fact in a few words: ‘‘We continue 
to manifest our unqualified solidarity with the 
people of South Africa led by the ANC which 
recently has gained new and impressive suc- 
cesses in the struggle against the apartheid 
system.” 

The struggle for the elimination of the dis- 
graceful form of racial discrimination and for 
the realization of the inalienable rights of the 
South African people has gathered new 
strength as can be seen by the stepped up 
activities of the South African patriots as well 
as the ever-broadening international front 
against the apartheid regime. The indepen- 
dence of Zimbabwe gained after long years of 
fierce struggle has encouraged the patriots of 
South Africa. The resistance to the hated rac- 
ists’ regime is taking on more and more the 
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shape of a broad mass movement character- 
ized by the intensification of all forms of 
struggle. Widely supported by monopolists all 
the world over, the racists are trying to handle 
the apartheid regime’s acute crisis by greater 
terror within the country and increased ag- 
gressiveness towards their neighbours. The 
fascist enslavement of the South African peo- 
ple is escalating, the illegal occupation of 
Namibia and the aggressive acts against the 
People’s Republic of Angola, Zambia and 
Botswana are continuing. 

It is the obligation of the United Nations and 
their member states to counter this challenge 
by constructive measures. In full accordance 
with its fundamental policy of strengthening 
peace and supporting the national and social 
liberation struggles led by the peoples, the 
GDR consistently advocates the elimination of 
the apartheid system. 

The GDR regards it as indispensable to realize 
the decisions and resolutions adopted by the 
Security Council and the United Nations Gen- 
eral Assembly. It fully supports the demands 
for extensive sanctions laid down in these 
documents in line with Chapter VII of the 
Charter. The socialist German state is strictly 
observing all sanctions imposed by the UN 
Security Council and maintains no relations 
with the apartheid regime. The fighting peo- 
ple of South Africa and its legitimate rep- 
resentative, the national liberation organiza- 
tion, are linked by anti-imperialist ties with 
the GDR. | 

As member of the UN Security Council and 
the UN Special Committee against Apartheid, 
the GDR supports stepping up the arms em- 


bargo-—particularly the halting of any colla- 
boration in the nuclear field—and the imposi- 
tion of effective economic sanctions. The hold- 
ing of the International Conference on Sanc- 
tions against South Africa as decided by the 
XXXIV session of the UN General Assembly 
would be an important step towards inten- 
sifying the world-wide pressure exerted on 
Pretoria. At the same time, this would serve 
once again to expose those forces who are 
continually preaching the decolonialization of 
Africa, but who are only striving for their 
own interests and are granting the aggressor 
regime financial, technological and military 
support. The peace-endangering, aggressive 
and terrorist policy of apartheid and the 
machinations of international reactionary 
forces which are causing this dangerous de- 
terioration of the situation, must be met by 
decisive actions. The collaboration with the 
racial regime which is contrary to interna- 
tional law must be stopped and with it, one of 
the main obstacles to the all-round liberation 
of the African continent removed. The 20th 
anniversary of the Declaration on the Grant- 
ing of Independence to Colonial Countries and 
Peoples offers a new opportunity to strengthen 
the efforts towards the final elimination of 
colonialism, racism and apartheid. 

It is a deepfelt matter for the citizens of the 
GDR that they should give the peoples in 
southern Africa political, diplomatic and ma- 
terial assistance. Social organizations such as 
the Solidarity Committee, the Peace Council 
and the GDR Committee for the Decade of 
Action to Combat Racism and Racial Discrimi- 
nation, are providing the South African peo- 
ple all-round support. Representatives of these 
organizations have been actively involved at 
international conferences, for example at the 
NGO Conference on Sanctions against South 
Africa in Geneva, the Conference on Namibia 
in Paris or the seminar ‘‘Women under Apart- 
heid” in Helsinki, and have thus contributed 
to the fact that the international movement 
against apartheid has been filled with new 
life. 

The 20th anniversary of the ghastly Sharpe- 
ville massacre on 21 March and the 25th an- 
niversary of the adoption of the South African 
Freedom Charter will culminate in manifesta- 
tions of solidarity with the South African peo- 
ple. The protest meetings, gatherings of ex- 
perts and solidarity rallies reflect the sincere 
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solidarity with the struggle of the peoples in 
southern Africa for self-determination and 
independence shown by the whole GDR peo- 
ple. As in all previous years, in 1980 the na- 
tional liberation organizations received relief 
consignments including food, vitamin prepara- 
tions, medicine, baby food, clothing and tents 
financed by voluntary donations from GDR 
citizens. Other vital supplies were sent to the 
refugee camps of the ANC and SWAPO to 
support the victims of brutal acts of aggres- 
sion committed by South Africa. 

The annually organized Week of Solidarity 
and the Month of Anti-Imperialist Solidarity 
provide opportunity for even more effective 
displays of solidarity by the GDR population. 
The GDR mass media play an important 
mobilizing and motivating role. They con- 
sistently speak out for the deepening of mut- 
ual understanding and friendship among na- 
tions, peoples and ethnic groups as well as for 
increased support for the colonial peoples’ 
just struggle. By means of their multifarious 
activities, the ADN press agency, newspapers, 
radio and television are making every effort 
to develop a better understanding for the 
problems of the fight against colonialism, rac- 
ism and apartheid and to achieve a still larger 
level of active solidarity. Their contributions, 
interviews, comments and articles dealing 
with current events reflect a true picture of 
the tasks, successes and problems which arise 
in the course of the general realization of the 
peoples’ rights for independence and self- 
determination. At the same time they provide 
a picture of how these problems are dealt with 
within the United Nations system and at inter- 
national conferences. Programmes are avail- 
able to UN broadcasting and radio organiza- 
tions in Africa and Asia. Radio Berlin Inter- 
national regularly broadcasts to southern 
Africa, and it is a good tradition of GDR 
journalists to give active assistance in training 
journalists from Africa and Asia in Schools of 
Solidarity. The GDR would welcome greater 
efforts on the part of the UN Special Commit- 
tee against Apartheid to promote the use of 
the mass media in support of the fight against 
apartheid and the struggle of the South Afri- 
can people. 


Archives of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
of the GDR 
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Policy statement presented by the Minister of Foreign Affairs of the 
GDR, Oskar Fischer, to the 11th special session of the 


UN General Assembly 


4 September 1980 


1. This special session of the United Nations 
General Assembly, which is discussing matters 
of international economic development, is held 
amid a tense international situation. There are 
attempts to revive the policy of cold war and 
to carry it into trade and economic relations. 
Discrimination, protectionism, food boycott as 
a means of political blackmail, hegemonism, 
price rigging on the part of transnational 
corporations, threat of military force and 
especially an unprecedented arms escalation 
hamper the process of democratizing the 
already complicated international economic re- 
lations and implementing the programme for 
the New International Economic Order. This 
special session can, therefore, rightfully be 
called upon, 

first, to give another impetus to the cessation 
of the arms race and the initiation of real 
disarmament measures conducive to a stable 
and forward-looking economic development of 
all states and peoples; 

secondly, to ward off resolutely attempts to 
subordinate international trade and economic 
relations to aggressive political aims by boy- 
cott, embargo, discrimination, threats and 
pressure; 

thirdly, to help stop the continuing escalation 
of international tensions and improve, to that 
end, the international climate for beneficial 
political and economic cooperation among 
states; and 

fourthly, to give a tangible impulse in the 
"80s to the process of the democratization of 
international economic relations, to arrive at 
practical results and to assist developing coun- 
tries in making genuine progress in their 
economic development. 

The benefits to all peoples would be plain to 
see. It is commonly known that the German 
Democratic Republic as a socialist state 
strongly supports the attainment of these 
noble goals. In its economic relations with 
developing countries, it is guided by the 
democratic principles on which the demands 
for a New International Economic Order are 
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based. Sovereign equality, equal rights, mutual 
assistance and advantage are a matter of 
course for our country, in other words, they 
are established practice. 

At this special session, representatives of a 
great number of states have pointed with con- 
cern to the still widening chasm in the world’s 
economic and social development. This chasm 
is the result of the blatantly unjust colonial 
and neo-colonial division of labour caused and 
preserved by imperialism. To overcome it, 
means to remove the crucial impediment to an 
independent economic and social development. 
The ’70s have moved us ahead in this direc- 
tion, thanks to the positive influence of de- 
tente. This is what the results of the sixth 
special session of the United Nations General 
Assembly have borne out. In the documents 
adopted at that session and in the Charter of 
Economic Rights and Duties of States, im- 
portant principles have been laid down which 
carry the spirit of détente also into economic 
relations. Only if we succeed in broadening 
détente in the ‘80s, will it be possible to im- 
plement successfully the much-needed demo- 
cratic restructuring of international economic 
relations and to liquidate—on a world-wide 
scale—force, diktat, inequality and discrimina- 
tion. 


2. It will be of decisive importance to the 
democratic restructuring of international eco- 
nomic relations whether the choice is made be- 
tween a further arms built-up or arms limita- 
tion and disarmament. Great emphasis has 
been laid in this forum on the mounting eco- 
nomic burdens states have to bear on account 
of military expenditures. No one contests. this 
fact any more. Yet, a continuation of the arms 
race now directly threatens all mankind. 
Developing countries which, as everyone 
knows, are lagging behind in economic devel- 
opment not through their own fault, are par- 
ticularly hard hit by the economic con- 
sequences of the arms race. 

The final document of 1978 tenth special ses- 


sion of the United Nations General Assembly 
devoted to disarmament called the enormous 
waste of material and intellectual resources 
for the continuing arms race incompatible 
with the implementation of the New Interna- 
tional Economic Order and with the objective 
to improve the economic situation of devel- 
oping countries. 
Virtually whole armies of scientists, tech- 
nicians, engineers and highly qualified special- 
ists are employed today in the arms-manu- 
facturing industry instead of working for the 
economic progress of peoples. 
The arms race is bound to generate un- 
certainty and distrust among states. As the 
recent embargo measures by Western quarters 
have shown, it cannot but deteriorate the in- 
ternational political climate and lead to ser- 
ious disruptions in international trade. 
However, a general condemnation of the arms 
race does not help much. It is a legitimate and 
most urgent necessity to counter the insti- 
gators of the arms race and their plans with a 
disarmament programme which serves human 
progress, and to implement it. 
Armament devours the most valuable raw 
materials and eats away energy reserves. It 
dries up the sources of wealth on our earth. 
Just a part of today’s military spending would 
be enough to ensure a sufficient energy sup- 
ply for everyone, to overcome underdevelop- 
ment and hunger, to push back the pollution 
of the environment, to banish epidemics and 
diseases, to maintain the earth’s ecological 
balance and to solve other universal problems. 
What this underlines is that disarmament is 
the global problem, the number one problem. 
As a socialist state, the GDR feels particularly 
committed to all efforts towards solving this 
question of all questions. 
Both timely and acceptable proposals for the 
cessation of the arms race and for disarma- 
ment have been made in the Warsaw Declara- 
tion of the Political Consultative Committee 
of the Warsaw Treaty states issued in May 
this year. The implementation of these 
proposals would palpably lessen the risk of 
war and release the means urgently needed 
— for the promotion of economic and social 
progress in developing countries; 
— for the economic and social development of 
all peoples and states. 


3. The German Democratic Republic sub- 


scribes to the opinion expressed at the 6th 
Summit Conference of the Non-Aligned Coun- 
tries in Havana that democratization is the 
political essence of the efforts to achieve a 
New International Economic Order. This view 
should be reflected in the final document of 
the present special session. The democratiza- 
tion of international economic relations means 
extending the policy of peaceful coexistence, 
of detente and disarmament to the area of the 
world economy as well as substituting equal 
and mutually advantageous cooperation for the 
confrontation caused by exploitation,- dis- 
crimination and boycott. We are witnessing a 
development in which attempted political 
blackmail and non-compliance with concluded 
treaties not only interfere with the expansion 
of advantageous cooperation and impair de- 
tente but, in the final analysis, boomerang on 
their originators with economic and political 
consequences. Every state, large or small, 
only can develop successfully if it participates 
in the international division of labour under 
equal and advantageous conditions, if any in- 
fringement on sovereignty and any _ inter- 
ference in internal affairs are excluded. The 
German Democratic Republic advocates in- 
corporating these fundamentals of any bene- 
ficial international cooperation in the stra- 
tegy for the Third United Nations Develop- 
ment Decade. 

It is important to ostracize also neo-colonial- 
ism, which has now replaced classical colonial- 
ism, and no longer to permit that developing 
countries remain dependent, because neo- 
colonialism reproduces, even worsens, their 
unequal status within the capitalist economic 
system. For that reason, Mr Edem Kodjo, 
Secretary-General of the Organization of Afri- 
can Unity, justly demanded recently the de- 
colonization of Africa’s future. The dubious 
machinations of transnational corporations 
have repeatedly been castigated before this 
forum. It is an established fact that the extent 
to which transnational corporations are cur- 
rently plundering the natural and human re- 
sources of developing countries is consider- 
ably greater than in the days of old-time 
colonialism. There are calculations according 
to which they squeeze some $100 billion out 
of developing countries annually. Not even 
the beseeching appeals concerning the alleged 
joint responsibility of the ‘‘North” for devel- 
oping countries can mask that enormous 
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transfer of resources from the “South” to the 
‘“‘Northwest’”’. Even senior government officials 
of capitalist states make no bones about the 
fact that the main purpose of so-called devel- 
opment assistance is to prepare the ground 
for profitable private investment and, above 
all, to salvage the weak economic sectors, 
boost the exports and optimize the existing 
production capacities of the “donor” coun- 
tries. 

In other words, it is the capitalist economic 
system which they seek to stabilize and 
stimulate at the expense of developing coun- 
tries. 

As a matter of fact, a great deal of so-called 
development aid turns out to be a business 
where profits are a rather lopsided affair and 
work by no means in the “‘receiver’’ coun- 
tries’ favour. Between 1970 and 1977, $ 13.327 
billion worth of profits, for example, were 
taken out of African states alone, while a 
mere $3.78 billion in foreign private capital 
flowed back to Africa as direct investments 
during the same period. A similar account 
could be given of other types of ‘‘develop- 
ment aid’. Thus the amount developing coun- 
tries are robbed of by neo-colonial plundering 
is greater than what is made available to them 
through ‘‘development aid’. On the contrary, 
they are, although not recognizable at first 
sight, the actual ‘‘donor’” countries. Therefore, 
the German Democratic Republic supports the 
demands for compensation for the resources 
squeezed out of developing countries. 

The main force behind the designs to keep 
developing countries in economic dependence 
are transnational corporations. To complete 
and adopt a code of conduct for transnational 
corporations, at last to control and regulate 
their activities effectively, is, therefore, essen- 
tial to the democratization of international 
economic relations. 

The unjust world economic order created by 
capitalism also puts socialist states at a dis- 
advantage. Each year, they lose hundreds of 
millions of dollars due to the depreciation of 
capitalist currencies and the discriminatory 
trade and monetary policies practiced against 
them. 

The time is more than ripe for putting a stop 
to the plundering of the intellectual potential 
of developing countries. The massive luring 
away of scientists and other specialists from 
developing countries inflicts heavy damage 
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on these states and is a source of additional] 
enrichment. It is an open secret that a number 
of states make more profit alone from the 
“importation” of scientists and other highly 
qualified specialists than they give in total 
“development aid”. The German Democratic 
Republic would like to suggest that the United 
Nations devote greater attention to this harm- 
ful neo-colonialist practice. We believe it to be 
necessary that a convention be drawn up 
which would strictly prohibit the brain drain 
from developing countries and set forth ef- 
fective pertinent measures of control. 


4, In the last few years, the problems in con- 
nection with raw material and energy supplies, 
environmental protection and the eradication 
of hunger and disease have exacerbated. Just 
as the other socialist states have done, the 
German Democratic Republic has, for that 
reason, supported the proposal of developing 
countries that global negotiations be held 
within the United Nations system to solve 
world-wide economic problems. This support 
equally goes for the priorities recommended 
for such negotiations. 

Being a socialist country with a planned eco- 
nomy, the GDR favours a normalization and 
stabilization of the international commodity 
trade. It advocates a solution to the raw ma- 
terial problems, which takes the interests of 
all countries into account. One set of measures 
should encompass the spheres of production, 
processing and trade and effectively curb the 
influence of spontaneous market forces. Such 
steps, best to be worked out under the United 
Nations, should contribute to overcoming dis- 
proportions between the supply and demand 
of raw materials, eliminating excessive price 
fluctuations and setting economically moti- 
vated prices, and they should contain reci- 
procal supply and purchase obligations for ex- 
porting and importing countries. Simultane- 
ously, steps could be discussed to stop the ex- 
port of the inflation of capitalist industrial 
countries. 

The energy problem confronts all states, al- 
though in different ways, with many new and 
complex tasks. Therefore, it is an urgent neces- 
sity that the use of existing energy resources 
be as rational as possible. Admittedly, it has 
become more costly and difficult to tap energy 
resources. No one, however, has the right to 
obtain access to energy resources by force. 


Any attempt to divide the world for that pur- 
pose into ‘spheres of interest’ and to answer 
the alleged threats to them by military force 
and to risk peace, the most important of all 
human rights, is extremely dangerous. 

The solution of these questions, built on 
reason and a sense of realism, would be in the 
interests of all states, indeed, of all people. It 
was with this in mind that the socialist coun- 
tries proposed the convocation of an all- 
European congress on energy. Such meeting 
could set an example for cooperation in all 
vital areas. 


5. The German Democratic Republic took part 
in formulating the Charter of Economic Rights 
and Duties of States and the decisions passed 
at the sixth special session of the United Na- 
tions General Assembly. We make a point in 
our daily practice of helping implement these 
significant decisions. This is also reflected in 
the international agreements the GDR has 
since signed. 

The approximately 150 agreements on scien- 
tific-technological and industrial cooperation 
or trade accords, which the GDR has signed 
with developing countries, ensure equality, 
non-discriminating and mutual advantage and 
are the basis for systematic, long-term and 
stable economic and _ scientific-technological 
cooperation. We regard the establishment of 
national industries and of an appropriate in- 
frastructure as a crucial foundation of devel- 
oping countries’ economic independence. 
Under this policy, the GDR built more than 
650 factories and plants in developing coun- 
tries from 1970 to 1979. All of them became 
the national property of those states without 
any conditions attached whatsoever, without 
the exploitation of their human and natural 
resources by the GDR, without the transfer of 
profits to my country. 

The GDR feels particularly committed to the 
task of giving efficient assistance to devel- 
oping countries in training their own skilled 
personnel. It does so in the awareness that 
education, vocational training and continuing 
education are significant factors of growth, 
contributing to a successful, self-reliant devel- 
opment. Each year, increasing numbers of 
people from developing nations come to the 
GDR to study or receive training and further 
training according to the requirements of their 
countries’ development. In the past ten years, 


almost 10,000 citizens of recently liberated 
states have acquired substantial knowledge at 
universities and colleges of the GDR, and 
close to 40,000 have obtained technical and 
vocational skills. In the same period, over 
15,000 GDR specialists worked in developing 
countries. 

These forms of intergovernmental economic 
relations are complemented by sizable aid 
from the GDR to developing countries as a 
token of solidarity with their efforts to com- 
bat hunger, disease and illiteracy and to ease 
the hardships caused by aggression and oc- 
cupation. Shipments of solidarity donations 
alone valued at 1.5 billion marks were sent to 
African, Asian and Latin American states dur- 
ing the Second Development Decade. This is 
of course a tangible contribution to the devel- 
opment of the recipient countries. 

Also in the ’80s, the GDR will continue its 
economic cooperation with developing coun- 
tries and its solidarity and support within the 
scope of its possibilities. The moneys used for 
that purpose will be taken from the national 
income earned by the people of the German 
Democratic Republic. The GDR’s contribution 
to the establishment of democratic interna- 
tional economic relations will be the more 
effective the bigger its economic potential 
grows and the more it succeeds in utilizing 
the advantages of the socialist economic inte- 
gration programme of the Council for Mutual 
Economic Assistance. It is only too under- 
standable that more and more states seek 
long-term cooperation with the CMEA, be- 
cause this organization is the example of how 
considerable differences in the level of devel- 
opment can be overcome step by step on the 
basis of equality and national sovereignty. 
The GDR’s economic relations with capitalist 
industrial countries, too, have advanced for 
mutual benefit in recent years. However, there 
are still a number of negative things which 
interfere with the development of trade ex- 
changes and long-term cooperative arrange- 
ments, e.g., growing protectionism through a 
variety of non-tariff restrictions and the non- 
granting of most-favoured nation treatment. 
The GDR reaffirms its readiness to develop 
its economic relations with capitalist industrial 
countries rapidly, progressively and on an 
equal footing. 

The Second United Nations Development 
Decade is drawing to a close. The represent- 
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atives of many countries have been justified 

in pointing out that very little headway has 

been made in speeding up the economic and 
social development of Asian, African and 

Latin American states. 

An analysis of the Second Development 

Decade furnished yet another proof—also in 

the light of the experience we have made in 

our own difficult development—that it is cor- 
rect to adopt the following approach in the 
years ahead: 

~ creation of international conditions which 
considerably accelerate the required eco- 
nomic growth—namely, peace, world-wide 
disarmament, equality and non-discrimina- 
tion; 

— compensation for the damage which has 
been and is caused by colonial and neo- 
colonial measures, in other words also for 
the brain drain from developing countries. 


Counter-measures to stem that practice are 
definitely necessary; 

~— effective control over the activities of trans- 
national corporations by adopting an ap- 
propriate code of conduct; 

— mobilization of all indigenous forces and 
capabilities; 

— structural changes to allow for a dynamic 
socio-economic development serving hu- 
manity; 

— training of highly qualified national per- 
sonnel on all levels as an area of paramount 
importance. 

Along these lines, the German Democratic 

Republic will continue its efforts to partici- 

pate in the establishment of democratic inter- 

national economic relations. 


Archives of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
of the GDR 


Speech delivered by the General Secretary of the Central Committee 
of the Socialist Unity Party of Germany and Chairman of the GDR 
Council of State, Erich Honecker, at the reception given in honour 

of the President of the People’s Republic of Mozambique, Samora 
Moises Machel, on the occasion of his visit to the GDR 


17 September 1980 


I once again extend a most cordial welcome 
to you, dear Comrade Samora Machel and the 
comrades and friends accompanying you to 
our socialist German Democratic Republic. 
We welcome you, dear Comrade Samora 
Machel, as the outstanding leader of the 
victorious liberation struggle waged by the 
Mozambican people, as a prominent African 
statesman and politician, and as the President 
of the FRELIMO Party under whose leader- 
ship the Mozambican people has embarked on 
the road to socialism. We know that you, 
dear Mozambican comrades, are good and 
faithful friends and brothers of ours. For 
many years we have been fighting shoulder to 
shoulder for the peaceful future and the hap- 
piness of the peoples, for the attainment of the 
ideals of socialism here in Europe and in 
Africa. 

One and a half years have passed since our 
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visit to your country, which I remember with 
great pleasure, and the signing of the Treaty 
of Friendship and Cooperation. Based upon 
common aims, the Marxist-Leninist world-out- 
look, proletarian internationalism, equality 
and mutual respect, the relations between our 
states and peoples have developed splendidly. 
Our parties are fraternally linked. The ex- 
change of views and experience between the 
leadership of our parties and states has re- 
sulted in a further deepening of confidence 
and firm friendship. Both peoples are render- 
ing active solidarity to each other. We are 
deeply satisfied with all this. 

Allow me, dear Mozambican friends and com- 
rades, to take this opportunity to express our 
heartfelt gratitude for the position of solidar- 
ity you have always taken towards the Ger- 
man Democratic Republic. 

Within only a few years our relations in the 


economic, scientific, technological and cultural 
spheres have made notable headway. As is 
customary among fraternal states, they project 
far into the future and aim at mutual benefit. 
We also note with approval that cooperation 
between the trade unions, the women’s, youth 
and sports organizations of both countries is 
growing ever closer. 

Through a multitude of direct contacts estab- 
lished during joint work both in the People’s 
Republic of Mozambique and the German 
Democratic Republic our peoples are drawing 
ever closer together. They have become 
friends and comrades who can rely on each 
other in any situation. Our party, our govern- 
ment and our people are firmly determined to 
continue along this road towards new horizons 
of our fraternal cooperation. 

We shall never forget the overwhelming 
warmth with which we were greeted by your 
people during our visit to the free People’s 
Republic of Mozambique. The enthusiasm, 
optimism and confidence in victory which we 
encountered in the enterprises, neighbourhoods 
and schools of Maputo is characteristic only of 
genuinely free people. This reaffirmed our 
conviction that on the African continent too 
the cause of social progress has taken a strong 
foothold. 


Today, five years since the victory of libera- 
tion struggle, it is plain to see that your peo- 
ple, led by the FRELIMO Party, has achieved 
remarkable successes in shaping a society free 
from the exploitation of man by man. I would 
like to congratulate you on this from the bot- 
tom of my heart. As all of us are aware, the 
path of socialism, whatever the stage, is not 
a smooth one. You in Mozambique, like other 
African peoples, striding along a socialist road 
of development, are in many respects break- 
ing new ground. Your experience enriches the 
revolutionary movement both in theoretical 
and practical terms. It enriches the theory of 
Marxism-Leninism and proletarian interna- 
tionalism. 

Let me recall the speech you delivered at the 
Summit Meeting of Heads of State and 
Government of the Organisation of African 
Unity, held in Freetown in July. There you 
underscored the fact that the achievement of 
political independence by a people which is 
liberating itself from colonialism represents 
the final act of a long struggle. At the same 
time, it is the first act of a new and hard 


battle for economic progress. This assessment 
has been fully affirmed. 

The international monopolies are seeking to 
maintain access to the riches of Africa and 
want to continue to exploit the peoples. They 
constantly devise new tricks to force a neo- 
colonialist concept upon them. But more and 
more peoples are taking their destiny into 
their own hands. 

We are filled with respect at how resolutely 
the People’s Republic of Mozambique is 
fighting to overcome its economic backward- 
ness and how the FRELIMO Party is enlisting 
the support of the whole people for opening 
up indigenous resources and raising produc- 
tion in industry and agriculture. In this brave 
undertaking, too, the German Democratic Re- 
public will always be your reliable friend and 
ally. 

The German Democratic Republic gives active 
solidarity to the struggle being conducted by 
the peoples in southern Africa against the last 
strongholds of colonialism and racism. The 
victory attained by the people of Zimbabwe 
under the leadership of ZANU, its endeavours 
to liquidate the remnants of colonialism and 
racism provide more favourable conditions 
and prospects for peaceful development and 
the cooperation of the liberated states in 
southern Africa. 


Now the liberation of Namibia is on the 
agenda. The German Democratic Republic 
resolutely opposes the manoeuvres of the rac- 
ist regime in South Africa in league with its 
imperialist allies, which are aimed at forcing 
a neo-colonialist solution upon the Namibian 
people. We reaffirm anew that we give our 
active political, diplomatic and material sup- 
port to the South West Africa People’s 
Organization, the legitimate representative of 
the Namibian people. We condemn empha- 
tically the acts of aggression committed by 
the racist regime against Angola and other 
peace-loving states in Africa. We continue to 
extend our unqualified solidarity to the peo- 
ple of South Africa, led by the ANC which has 
recently scored new and impressive successes 
in the struggle against the apartheid regime. 

We are in full agreement that a secure peace 
is the be all and end all for ensuring a happy 
future for mankind. Unfortunately we are 
witnessing a grave deterioration of the inter- 
national situation. The most reactionary im- 
perialist and hegemonist circles are steering a 
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course of confrontation and whipping up in- 
ternational tensions. In an effort to gain 
military superiority, the USA and its partners 
in NATO are accelerating the arms race as is 
being clearly shown by the Brussels missile 
decision and Directive No.59 which was 
recently proclaimed in the USA. 

Proof of the fact that this effort is by no 
means directed only against the USSR or the 
Warsaw Treaty is the installation of new Ame- 
rican military bases in Africa and the Arab 
region, and the concentration of huge naval 
forces in the Indian Ocean, the Persian Gulf 
and the Caribbean. 

The aim of the reactionary forces is power 
over sources of raw materials, political and 
military strategic positions, spheres of influence 
and maximum profits. That is the core of the 
problem. Consequently, the arms build-up and 
big-stick policy is directed against all states 
and peoples including in Africa, Asia and 
Latin America, who consistently assert their 
national interests. The German Democratic 
Republic backs demands calling for the trans- 
formation of the Indian Ocean into a zone of 
peace, and the liquidation of imperialist 
military bases and the withdrawal of imperial- 
ist naval fleets from that region. 

The Warsaw Treaty states have tabled a con- 
structive and realistic programme designed to 
bring about a turn towards disarmament while 
abiding strictly by the principles of parity 
and equal security, and to stabilize peace on 
all continents. These suggestions are aimed 
at the settlement of vital issues of our time. 
This applies above all to immediate measures 
to stop the arms race, real steps towards limit- 
ing the military potential in Europe and sti- 
pulations concerning military détente and dis- 
armament. It is essential and indispensable 
to ratify SALT-2 as soon as possible. 

The movement of non-aligned states is prov- 
ing to be an important factor in the world- 
wide drive for securing peace and shaping 
international relations for the benefit of the 
peoples. We rate highly the contribution made 
by your country together with Cuba, the pre- 
sent spokesman of non-alignment, and other 
states in order to preserve and strengthen the 
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character of this movement. This raises the 
status and effectiveness of the non-aligned 
movement in the struggle against imperialist 
and colonial oppression and exploitation, for 
independence, equal economic development 
and social progress. The German Democratic 
Republic has respected and supported from 
the outset the aims pursued by this movement 
and will continue to do so in the future. 
Your visit to the German Democratic Republic 
takes place at a time marked by the prepara- 
tions for the 10th Congress of the Socialist 
Unity Party of Germany, which will represent 
another significant stage in the realization of 
our Party Programme. Thanks to the crea- 
tiveness, initiative and energy of the workers, 
cooperative farmers, intellectuals and all other 
working people, our country has made sub- 
stantial progress in the shaping of advanced 
socialist society. The indestructible alliance 
and close cooperation with the Soviet Union 
and the other fraternal states forms the solid 
foundation upon which we are building. 

One can already say that the 10th Congress of 

the Socialist Unity Party of Germany will 

make a weighty contribution to the strength- 
ening of the positions of peace and social- 
ism. 

I ask you to join me and raise your glasses 

— to the President of the FRELIMO Party and 
the People’s Republic of Mozambique, our 
dear friend and Comrade Samora Moises 
Machel, 

— to the fraternal cooperation between the 
Socialist Unity Party of Germany and the 
FRELIMO Party, between our peoples and 
states, 

—to the further successful advance of the 
Mozambican people along the path of so- 
cialism, 

— to new successes in safeguarding peace in 
the world, 

— to the health of all comrades from the 
People’s Republic of Mozambique present 
here. 


Neues Deutschland, 18 September 1980 


Declaration issued by the German Democratic Republic and the 
People’s Republic of Mozambique on the occasion of the official 
friendship visit paid by the President of the FRELIMO Party and 
President of the People’s Republic of Mozambique, Samora Moises 
Machel, to the German Democratic Republic from 17 to 


20 September 1980 


17 to 20 September 1980 


At the invitation of Erich Honecker, General 
Secretary of the Central Committee of the So- 
cialist Unity Party of Germany and Chairman 
of the Council of State of the German Demo- 
cratic Republic, Samora Moises Machel, Presi- 
den of the FRELIMO Party and President of 
the People’s Republic of Mozambique 
paid an official friendship visit to the German 
Deniocratic Republic from 17 to 20 September 
1980. 

This fresh meeting of the leaders of the Ger- 
man Democratic Republic and the People’s 
Republic of Mozambique and the extremely 
warm welcome accorded to Samora Moises 
Machel and his party were an impressive 
demonstration of the close friendship and fra- 
ternal solidarity between the Socialist Unity 
Party of Germany and the FRELIMO Party 
and between the German Democratic Republic 
and the People’s Republic of Mozambique. 
During their stay in the German Democratic 
Republic, Samora Moises Machel and his 
party visited Cottbus and Halle counties, 
where they acquainted themselves with the 
achievements which the working people have 
gained in building an advanced socialist so- 
ciety in the German Democratic Republic. 
While inspecting the Schwarze Pumpe gas 
combine and the Liitzen crop production co- 
operative, Samora Moises Machel obtained 
first-hand information on the progress achiev- 
ed in developing industry and agriculture and 
in further-improving the working and living 
conditions of the working people of the Ger- 
man Democratic Republic. The cordial meet- 
ings with working men and women testified 
strikingly to the close fraternal bonds existing 
between the two countries’ parties and peoples 
on the basis of Marxism-Leninism and pro- 
letarian internationalism. In a ceremony at- 
tended by Samora Moises Machel, the 46th 
secondary school, located in Lichtenberg 


borough, Berlin, capital of the German Demo- 
cratic Republic, was given the name of Fran- 
cisco Orlando Magumbwe, the hero of the 
Mozambican people’s struggle for national 
liberation. 

President Samora Moises Machel laid wreaths 
at three memorials in Berlin: the Socialists’ 
Memorial in Friedrichsfelde, the Memorial to 
the Fallen Soviet Heroes in Treptow, and the 
Memorial to the Victims of Fascism and Mili- 
tarism in Unter den Linden. 

The Chairman of the Council of State of the 
German Democratic Republic, Erich Honecker, 
decorated President Samora Moises Machel 
with the ‘‘“Great International Friendship Star’ 
in recognition of the outstanding services 
which he has rendered in promoting friend- 
ship and cooperation among the peoples and 
in preserving peace. 

Erich Honecker and Samora Moises Machel 
briefed each other on the progress reached in 
implementing the decisions of the 9th Congress 
of the Socialist Unity Party of Germany and 
the 3rd Congress of the FRELIMO Party, re- 
spectively, and on developments in their re- 
spective countries. Proceeding from the Treaty 
of Friendship and Cooperation, they discussed 
the further shaping of relations between the 
German Democratic Republic and the People’s 
Republic of Mozambique, which are founded 
on -the principles of respect for sovereignty, 
territorial integrity, non-interference in inter- 
nal affairs and equality of rights. The two 
statesmen conducted an extensive discussion 
on current international issues. 

The talks, which were held in an atmosphere 
of cordial friendship, mutual accord and po- 
litical unanimity, were attended: 

From the German Democratic Republic: Willi 
Stoph, member of the Politbureau of the Cen- 
tral Committee of the Socialist Unity Party 
of Germany and Chairman of the Council of 
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Ministers; Ginter Mittag, member of the 
Politbureau and Secretary of the Central Com- 
mittee of the Socialist Unity Party of Ger- 
many; Egon Krenz, reserve member of the 
Politbureau of the Central Committee of the 
Socialist Unity Party of Germany and First 
Secretary of the Central Council of the Free 
German Youth; Oskar Fischer, member of the 
Central Committee of the Socialist Unity Party 
of Germany and Minister of Foreign Affairs; 
Heinz Kuhrig, member of the Central Com- 
mittee of the Socialist Unity Party of Germany 
and Minister of Agriculture, Forestry and 
Food Processing; Bruno Mahlow, deputy head 
of the International Relations Department of 
the Central Committee of the Socialist Unity 
Party of Germany; and Kurt Singhuber, Min- 
ister of Ore Mining, Metal Manufacturing and 
Potash and Chairman for the GDR of the 
Joint Economic Commission German Demo- 
cratic Republic— People’s Republic of Mozam- 
bique. 

For the People’s Republic of Mozambique by: 
Joaquim Alberto Chissano, member of the 
Political Standing Commission and Internatio- 
nal Relations Secretary of the Central Com- 
mittee of the FRELIMO Party, member of the 
Standing Commission of the People’s As- 
sembly, Minister of Foreign Affairs; Tome 
Eduardo, member of the Central Committee 
of the FRELIMO Party, Deputy Secretary of 
the Control Commission of the Central Com- 
mittee, member of the Standing Commission 
of the People’s Assembly, member of the Gen- 
eral Staff of the People’s Liberation Forces 
of Mozambique; Sergio Vieira, member of the 
Central Committee of the FRELIMO Party, 
Head of the Defence and Security Department 
of the party’s Central Committee, Member of 
the People’s Assembly, Minister and Governor 
of the Bank of Mozambique; Julio Zamith 
Carrilho, member of the Central Committee 
of the FRELIMO Party, Member of the Peo- 
ple’s Assembly, Minister of Public Utilities 
and Housing, Chairman for the People’s Re- 
public of Mozambique of the Joint Economic 
Commission German Democratic Republic— 
People’s Republic of Mozambique; Antonio 
Lima Rodrigues Branco, Member of the Peo- 
ple’s Assembly, Minister for Industry and 
Energy; Abdul Magid Osman, Member of the 
People’s Assembly, State Secretary responsible 
for Coal and Hydrocarbons; Joao dos Santos 
Ferreira, State Secretary responsible for Cot- 
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ton; Jose Julio Andrade, Head of the Cabinet 
of the President of the FRELIMO Party, Head 
of the Personnel Department of the party’s 
Central Committee, Member of the People’s 
Assenbly; Fernando Honwana, Member of the 
People’s Assembly, personal aide of the Presi- 
dent of the People’s Republic of Mozambique; 
Zacarias Kupela, Member of the People’s As- 
sembly, General Secretary of the Mozambican 
Youth Organization; Carlos Taju, member of 
the staff to the President of the Republic; 
Felizberto Lukanga, Head of the Socialist 
Countries Department in the Ministry of For- 
eign Affairs. 


I 

The General Secretary of the Central Commit- 
tee of the Socialist Unity Party of Germany 
and Chairman of the Council of State of the 
German Democratic Republic, Erich Honecker, 
paid tribute to the important successes, which 
the Mozambican people, led by the FRELIMO 
Party, have gained in the five years that have 
elapsed since Mozambique’s independence, 
and in building socialism. He assessed the 
achievements and experiences of the FRE- 
LIMO Party as an enrichment of the theory 
and practice of the revolutionary movement, 
as well as the theory of Marxism-Leninism 
and proletarian internationalism. 

He underscored the active role played by the 
People’s Republic of Mozambique in the 
struggle against imperialism, colonialism, neo- 
colonialism, racism and apartheid, and for 
peace, national and social liberation and fruit- 
ful cooperation among the nations. 

Erich Honecker warmly thanked Samora Moi- 
ses Machel, the Mozambican people, the 
FRELIMO Party and the government of the 
People’s Republic of Mozambique for the inter- 
national solidarity it has constantly extended 
to the German Democratic Republic. 

The President of the FRELIMO Party and Pre- 
sident of the People’s Republic of Mozam- 
bique, Samora Moises Machel, praised the 
great successes which the people of the German 
Democratic Republic, led by the Socialist 
Unity Party of Germany, have gained in build- 
ing an advanced socialist society. He spoke 
highly of the enthusiasm and creative power 
being displayed by the working people of the 
German Democratic Republic in preparing for 
the 10th Congress of the Socialist Unity Party 
of Germany. He underlined the GDR’s im- 


portant role in the quest for a more secure 
world peace and in the fight for the cessation 
of the arms race and for disarmament and 
détente. 

President Samora Moises Machel praised the 
German Democratic Republic for its tradi- 
tional policy of active support and anti-impe- 
rialist solidarity for the African peoples, in 
particular the Mozambican people, in their 
struggle for national liberation and social 
progress. 

The leaders of the two states note with deep 
satisfaction that the relations existing between 
the German Democratic Republic and the 
People’s Republic of Mozambique have been 
developing excellently in accordance with the 
two countries’ objectives and policies. They 
have received a major impetus by the visit 
paid by a party and state delegation of the 
German Democratic Republic to the People’s 
Republic of Mozambique in February 1979, 
and by the Treaty of Friendship and Coopera- 
tion concluded between the two countries. 
Erich Honecker and Samora Moises Machel 
reaffirm the close fraternal bonds existing be- 
tween the Socialist Unity Party of Germany 
and the FRELIMO Party, which are the solid 
foundation of the two countries’ and peoples’ 
trustful and friendly relations. They agree ac- 
tively to develop these relations further and, 
in particular, further to pursue the sharing of 
experience and exchanges of views in an in- 
tense and sustained manner. 

They note with satisfaction that cooperation 
has become closer between the two countries’ 
mass organizations, and advocate further de- 
veloping this cooperation in an all-round 
fashion and on a long-term basis. 

Erich Honecker and Samora Moises Machel 
voiced their joy and satisfaction at the dy- 
namic development, reached within just a few 
years, Of mutually beneficial economic, scien- 
tific, technological and cultural relations, 
which are increasingly complex in nature and 
long-term oriented. Both sides will promote 
the development of friendly contacts and links 
between the parliaments, between towns, and 
between the youth, trade union and women’s 
organizations of the two countries, as well as 
in sports, art, culture and science. They com- 
mend the successful work of the Joint Eco- 
nomic Commission of the German Democratic 
Republic and the People’s Republic of Mozam- 
bique. 


Both sides reiterate their firm resolve con- 
sistently to continue and expand their frater- 
nal all-round cooperation, which corresponds 
with the best interests of both peoples. To 
this end, during the official friendship 
visit to the German Democratic Republic of 
the President of the FRELIMO Party and Pre- 
sident of the People’s Republic of Mozam- 
bique, Samora Moises Machel, the following 
agreements were signed: 

— arrangement on further cooperation be- 
tween the SED and the FRELIMO Party, 
covering the 1981-85 period; 

— protocol on the discussions held during the 
friendship visit of the President of the 
FRELIMO Party and President of the Peo- 
ple’s Republic of Mozambique with respect 
to ways of deepening economic, scientific 
and technological cooperation between the 
German Democratic Republic and the Peo- 
ple’s Republic of Mozambique; 

— protocol between the government of the 
German Democratic Republic and the gov- 
ernment of the People’s Republic of Mo- 
zambique on the coordination of important 
targets contained in the national economic 
plans of the German Democratic Republic 
and the People’s Republic of Mozambique 
in the 1981-85 period; 

~ protocol between the Central Council of the 
Free German Youth (FDJ) and the National 
Coordinating Council of the Organization 
of Young People of Mozambique (OJM) 
on cooperation in support of implementing 
the Moatize coal programme in the People’s 
Republic of Mozambique; 

— arrangement between the Ministry of Agri- 
culture, Forestry and Food Processing of the 
German Democratic Republic and the Min- 
istry of Agriculture of the People’s Republic 
of Mozambique on deepening mutual co- 
operation 

and other arrangements. 


II 

Erich Honecker and Samora Moises Machel 
state their satisfaction at the successes which 
the peoples have scored in the struggle for 
peace, détente and international security. They 
emphasize the great importance of the fact 
that the positions of socialism have been gain- 
ing further ground on four continents. They 
reaffirm their solidarity for the peoples’ 
struggle for national and social liberation. 
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They note with concern that the international 
situation has deteriorated as a result of the 
adventurist confrontation policies of the im- 
perialist, hegemonist and other reactionary 
forces who have embarked on a regression to 
Cold War, sabotaging international détente, 
fuelling tensions, and on dangerous warm- 
ongering. 

Both sides condemn the course followed by 
the most aggressive imperialist forces, above 
all NATO, of escalating the arms race and 
introducing ever more dangerous weapons 
systems with a view to upsetting, and chang- 
ing the existing military balance in their own 
favour. 

Both sides speak out vigorously against 
NATO’s Brussels missile decisions, the recent 
US nuclear policy directives, the setting up of 
an American intervention force, the creation 
of additional military bases and the concentra- 
tion of imperialist naval units, both in the 
Indian Ocean and adjacent regions, which the 
United States has declared its sphere of inter- 
est, and in the Caribbean. They denounce this 
policy as seriously prejudicial to peace and 
the independence and sovereignty of the peo- 
ples as well as to the latter’s right to freely 
choose their road of social development. They 
express their determination jointly with all 
anti-imperialist, democratic and peace-loving 
forces to oppose the imperialist attempts at 
destabilization in various regions of the world, 
to wage a resolute struggle to strengthen inter- 
national peace and security and to campaign 
for the independence and sovereignty of sta- 
tes. 

In the light of imperialism’s dangerous policy 
of confrontation, both sides reaffirm the na- 
tural alliance in the quest for peace, security 
and détente, that exists between the socialist 
countries and the peoples fighting for national 
and social liberation. 

The German Democratic Republic and the 
People’s Republic of Mozambique regard the 
limitation and cessation of the arms race and 
the bringing about of disarmament as the 
key issue of our time. They regard last May’s 
Declaration of the states parties to the Warsaw 
Treaty as a constructive and realistic pro- 
gramme in the struggle for peace, disarma- 
ment and détente. 

Both sides advocate the ratification of the 
SALT-2 Treaty and the continuation of talks 
on the reduction of strategic arms. They wel- 


398 


come the Soviet Union’s proposal for negotia- 
tions on medium-range delivery systems, in- 
cluding America’s forward-based nuclear de- 
livery systems, as an important initiative 
aimed at lessening tensions and achieving 
arms limitation and disarmament. 

The German Democratic Republic and the 
People’s Republic of Mozambique take the 
view that ending the production of all types 


- of nuclear weapons and gradually reducing the 


accumulated stockpiles thereof until their 
complete elimination are priority tasks along 
the road towards removing the danger of 
nuclear war. 

They condemn South Africa’s and Israel’s po- 
licy of gaining possession of nuclear weapons, 
which constitutes a grave threat to peace and 
security throughout the world. They subscribe 
to the proposal that the African continent be 
recognized and respected as a_ nuclear- 
weapon-free zone. 

Erich Honecker and Samora Moises Machel 
stress the great responsibility of all states 
signatory to the Helsinki Final Act in imple- 
menting in their entirety the principles and 
recommendations of this programme of peace- 
ful coexistence. They point to the need for the 
Madrid Meeting to produce constructive and 
concrete results, as well as for the convening 
of a conference on military détente and dis- 
armament in Europe. 

Both sides advocate strict observance of the 
Quadripartite Agreement on West Berlin. 


III 

In their talks, Erich Honecker and Samora 
Moises Machel devoted particular attention 
to developments in Africa. They expressed 
satisfaction at the successes scored by the 
southern African peoples in their struggle for 
liberation. The important political and social 
transformations in Africa are great historic 
victories of the African peoples in their long 
and tremendously costly struggle for national 
and social liberation and against imperialism, 
colonialism, neo-colonialism and racism. They 
noted with satisfaction the steadily increasing 
role and influence of the African states in the 
quest for peace, détente and social progress. 
The German Democratic Republic and the 
People’s Republic of Mozambique salute the 
victory of the peoples of Zimbabwe. They de- 
clare their active solidarity with the people 
of Zimbabwe, whose struggle under the lead- 


ership of ZANU to eliminate the remnants of 
colonialism and racism and to consolidate na- 
tional independence has opened up more 
favourable conditions and prospects for the 
peaceful development and cooperation of the 
independent southern African states. 

The German Democratic Republic and the 
People’s Republic of Mozambique stand up 
for immediate independence for Namibia, as- 
suring SWAPO, the Namibian people’s sole 
legitimate representative, of their fraternal 
anti-imperialist solidarity. They vigorously 
denounce the manoeuvres of the South African 
racist regime and its imperialist allies aimed 
at imposing a neo-colonialist solution on the 
Namibian people. 

Both sides resolutely condemned the South 
African racist regime’s acts of aggression per- 
petrated against the People’s Republic of An- 
gola and the Republic of Zambia, which con- 
stitute attacks on the sovereignty of states and 
a threat to peace and security in the world. 
The German Democratic Republic and the 
People’s Republic of Mozambique affirm their 
full support and solidarity for South Africa’s 
patriots and their legitimate representative, 
the African National Congress (ANC), in their 
just fight against apartheid and racist terror 
and for freedom, democracy and the guarantee 
of fundamental human rights. 

Erich Honecker and Samora Moises Machel 
strongly condemn the military and economic 
support and assistance extended to the South 
African regime by the imperialist states, which 
not only threaten the African people but also 
seriously jeopardize peace and security in the 
world at large. 

They object to the continuing efforts by 
NATO to extend its range of action to 
Africa. 

Both sides advocate strict observance of the 
principle of respect for the frontiers of states 
enshrined in the OAU Charter, expressing 
concern at tendencies to call some countries’ 
frontiers into question. In accordance with rele- 
vant UN resolutions, they support the Western 
Saharan people’s right to self-determination 
and welcome the OAU’s initiatives aimed at 
settling the problem of the Western Sahara by 
peaceful means. 

Both statesmen hail the decisions of the 17th 
Conference of Heads of State and Government 
of the Organization of African Unity in Free- 
town and regard them as an important contri- 


bution to the national, social and economic 
liberation struggle on the African continent. 
In this context, they underline the Organiza- 
tion’s significant role in international life. 
The German Democratic Republic and the 
People’s Republic of Mozambique declare 
their backing for the OAU resolution calling 
for the Indian Ocean to be turned into a nu- 
clear-weapon-free zone and to be preserved as 
a zone of peace, as well as for the uncondi- 
tional return of Diego Garcia to Mauritius. 


IV 

Erich Honecker and Samora Moises Machel 
discussed the tense situation prevailing in 
South-East Asia and in the Near and Middle 
East. Both sides declare their solidarity with 
the peoples of the Socialist Republic of Viet- 
nam, the Lao People’s Democratic Republic 
and the People’s Republic of Kampuchea and 
support the efforts by the governments of 
those countries to achieve peace, stability and 
cooperation in the region. They reaffirm the 
right of the People’s Republic of Kampuchea to 
occupy its legitimate seat at the United Na- 
tions and in other international bodies. 

They reaffirm their solidarity with the Afghan 
people, who, with their revolution of April 
1978, have embarked on a road of profound 
revolutionary transformation. They favour a 
political settlement of the situation which has 
developed over Afghanistan. Such a settlement 
must include a complete stop to all forms of 
interference and be based on respect for the 
Afghan people’s right to freely choose and 
defend their road of social development.. 
They value the efforts and readiness of the 
government of the Democratic Republic of 
Afghanistan to establish stable relations with 
its neighbours and other states, based on 
equality of rights and non-interference. 

Erich Honecker and Samora Moises Machel 
voiced concern at the worsening situation in 
the Middle East. They view this development 
as a direct result of the Camp David policy, 
which both sides condemn. They once again 
reaffirm their view that there is but one way 
to lasting peace in the Middle East: a com- 
prehensive political solution to the problems 
involved, with the direct participation of all 
the parties concerned, including the Arab peo- 
ple of Palestine represented by their sole legi- 
timate spokesman, the Palestine Liberation 
Organization. In their judgement indispens- 
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able prerequisites for this are the withdrawal 
of Israel’s troops from all Arab territories oc- 
cupied in 1967 and the realization of the Pales- 
tinian people’s right to self-determination, in- 
cluding the right to their own independent 
state, as well as the guarantee of the sover- 
eignty and security of all states in the area. 
In this context, they condemn the decision by 
Israel to illegally annex the eastern part of 
Jerusalem, as well as the proclamation of 
Jerusalem as Israel’s ‘eternal and indivisible 
capital’. 

The German Democratic Republic and the 
People’s Republic of Mozambique reaffirm 
their solidarity with the Cuban Revolution. 
Both sides commend Cuba for its positive role 
as chairman of the non-aligned movement, and 
highly esteem the support and assistance 
which Cuba has extended to the peoples 
struggling for national and social indepen- 
dence and against imperialism, colonialism, 
neo-colonialism and racism. 

They are following with sympathy the up- 
surge of the Latin American peoples’ struggle 
against imperialism and fascism and for peace, 
democracy and social justice, which is parti- 
cularly highlighted by the victory of the popu- 
lar forces in Nicaragua. 

The German Democratic Republic and the 
People’s Republic of Mozambique reaffirm 
their loyalty to the purposes and principles of 
the United Nations, underlining the latter’s 
role in strengthening peace, ensuring the se- 
curity of the peoples and developing inter- 
national cooperation. They are in favour of 
increasing its efficiency on a basis of strict 
observance of the Charter of the United Na- 
tions. 

Both sides emphasize the right of the peoples 
in Africa, Asia and Latin America to deter- 
mine their own destiny and to protect their 
national independence and sovereignty against 
all attacks. They are firmly determined to 
fight for the elimination of all forms of impe- 
rialist and neo-colonialist exploitation and dis- 
crimination and for the establishment of a new 
international economic order on a just and 
democratic basis. 

Erich Honecker and Samora Moises Machel 
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value the movement of non-aligned countries 
as a significant and positive factor and an 
influential force in the fight of the peoples 
for peace, détente and disarmament and 
against imperialism, colonialism, neo-colonial- 
ism, racism and apartheid. They assess highly 
the decisions adopted by the heads of state and 
government of non-aligned countries at their 
VIth Conference, held in Havana in 1979. 


V 

Erich Honecker and Samora Moises Machel 
voiced deep satisfaction at the successful 
course of their talks and the fruitful results 
which they have produced. They characterized 
this official friendship visit to the German 
Democratic Republic as an important high- 
point in mutual relations and as a significant 
contribution strengthening traditional friend- 
ship and all-round cooperation between the 
two parties, states and peoples. 

Both sides reiterated their continued resolve 
to pursue further the established practice of 
wide-ranging meetings and contacts, including 
at the highest level, for the welfare of their 
peoples and with a view to deepening further 
the existing close ties of traditional friendship 
and cooperation and to strengthening the anti- 
imperialist alliance. 

The President of the FRELIMO Party and Pre- 
sident of the People’s Republic of Mozam- 
bique, Samora Moises Machel, warmly thank- 
ed the General Secretary of the Central Com- 
mittee of the Socialist Unity Party of Germany 
and Chairman of the Council of State of the 
German Democratic Republic, Erich Ho- 
necker, for the cordial and fraternal reception 
extended. 

On behalf of the Central Committee of the 
FRELIMO Party and the government of the 
People’s Republic of Mozambique, Samora 
Moises Machel invited Erich Honecker to 
pay an official friendship visit to the People’s 
Republic of Mozambique. 

The invitation was gratefully accepted. 


Archives of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
of the GDR 


From the policy statement presented by the Minister of Foreign Affairs 
of the GDR, Oskar Fischer, to the XXXV session of the UN 


General Assembly 


26 September 1980 


There can be no return to the past. The exist- 
ence of the GDR in the centre of Europe is in 
the interest of all peoples, because it impedes 
any design to push the peoples into the vortex 
of another world war. The existence of two 
German states and the normalization of their 
mutual relationship have a stabilizing effect 
on our continent. 

The GDR has displayed and is displaying 
good will so as to continue expanding its 
relations with the Federal Republic of Ger- 
many on the basis of the treaties, agreements 
and accords, that is to say, of international 
law. 

To strengthen détente and to diminish the 
danger of war is the overriding concern of our 
time. It requires all our attention and maxi- 
mum efforts. But likewise it requires clarity 
concerning the causes of the tense interna- 
tional situation, all the more so since there is 
indeed no lack of misleading presentations of 
them. The deterioration in international rela- 
tions has not come over night; it has a prior 
history. The preparation and the step by step 
implementation of the long-term programme 
of May 1978 of NATO can be reconstructed 
point by point. A modified nuclear targeting 
strategy has been officially proclaimed which 
calculates the possibility of waging a nuclear 
war. 

Time and again official government statements 
have declared entire regions of the world as 
zones of influence of certain powers and rapid 
deployment forces have been set up to guard 
so-called vital interests. The latest news con- 
firms such plans for Europe, too. Shows of 
military strength, particularly in the Indian 
Ocean and in the Caribbean, are becoming 
more and more frequent. The installation of 
new bases in foreign territories, chiefly in the 
Indian Ocean and Red Sea areas, is being 
hastily pursued. 

All this is being done in order to upset the 
existing sensitive balance of power and to 
regain military superiority—in short, to obtain 
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the dominance of imperialist and hegemonist 
forces. The threat and use of force—a policy of 
strength—has, again, been conceived to replace 
endeavours for the peaceful accommation of 
interests, and political diktat backed up by 
huge weapon arsenals as calculated to super- 
sede the principles of the United Nations 
Charter. Those policies are directed against the 
vast majority of states. They must be stopped 
for the sake of peace and the well-being of 
peoples. 

Socialist foreign policy is marked by consist- 
ency, dependability, prudence and action. This 
goes for times of peaceful relationships and 
much more so for times of tension and danger 
such as we are experiencing at present. The 
socialist states have pointed out what needs 
to be done so that the international situation 
may rapidly change for the better. 
Indispensable is a firm struggle against the 
arms race. Ongoing negotiations should be 
intensified and all useful proposals be taken 
into account so that the spate of words about 
disarmament and arms control will at last be 
followed by deeds. 

Indispensable is the will of all states to settle 
political controversies or conflicts peacefully 
and with mutual recognition of legitimate 
interests and to refrain from any action that 
could have an exacerbating effect. 
Indispensable is the definitive liberation of all 
peoples from colonialist and racist oppres- 
sion. 

And indispensable, finally, is an equitable and 
non-discriminatory cooperation among states. 
It is the only way to ensure properity and 
security for all nations. It is the only way to 
alleviate the global problems of mankind and 
to resolve them in the end. 

The socialist countries will pursue their policy 
consistently in order to achieve arms limita- 
tion and disarmament. Efforts to resolve this 
vital question for humanity must not fail be- 
cause of the drive for hegemony and profit. 
We share with the non-aligned countries an 
insistence on practical steps to check the arms 
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race. We reject any policy aimed at enlarging 
the existing military blocs or creating new 
ones. We are confident of the growing strength 
of the public movement for peace and disarma- 
ment, as exemplified by the World Conference 
of the United Nations Decade for Women in 
Copenhagen, the World Parliament of the 
Peoples for Peace in Sofia and the Conference 
of the Inter-Parliamentary Union which has 
just come to an end in the capital of our 
country. 

Another region where a long-simmering con- 
flict imperils world peace is southern Africa. 
The people of Zimbabwe, which we con- 
gratulate from this high rostrum in a spirit of 
long-standing active solidarity, has won inde- 
pendence and is strengthening its position. Its 
victory has given new courage to the fighters 
in Namibia and South Africa. They can be 
sure of support from the people of the Ger- 
man Democratic Republic. The United Nations 
has recognized the South West Africa People’s 
Organization (SWAPO) as the legitimate rep- 
resentative of the people of Namibia. This 
decision must remain undisputed. There must 
be no Namibia which is a protectorate of the 
South African racist régime. 

The Namibia issue cannot be isolated from 
developments in South Africa. As long as it 
is in power, the racist régime threatens its 
neighbours and terrorizes the people of South 
Africa. Therefore we demand stringent sanc- 
tions against that régime. Above all, the nu- 
clear collaboration of some states with the 
representatives of the policy of apartheid must 
be ended. 

History ‘teaches that whenever people exercise 
their right to self-determination, destroy the 
old exploitative order and strive for national 
and social independence, that is, for social pro- 
gress, they encounter the fierce resistance of 
reactionary quarters. This is also the case in 
Afghanistan. But the Afghan people has good 
and faithful friends. Its government is work- 
ing successfully for a peaceful life in the 
country and is defending the gains of demo- 
cratic revolution. It is offering its neighbours 
friendly relations and the region its contribu- 
tion to peaceful coexistence and stable security. 
When outside interference ceases and its ter- 
mination is guaranteed, the governments of 
Afghanistan and the USSR have declared, the 
Soviet troops are to be withdrawn. This an- 
nouncement has already been confirmed by 
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practical steps. Only in this way will it be pos- 
sible to find a political settlement of the situa- 
tion that has emerged around Afghanistan. The 
Government of the Democratic Republic of 
Afghanistan has made proposals to that effect, 
which we support whole-heartedly. 

The German Democratic Republic disapproves 
of attempts to misuse the United Nations for 
interference in Afghanistan. Similarly, it op- 
poses all designs to obstruct the great efforts 
of the people of Kampuchea to overcome the 
aftermath of the criminal Pol Pot régime, and 
it insists that the legitimate government 
should occupy its rightful seat in this Organi- 
zation. The German Democratic Republic sup- 
ports the initiatives of the Socialist Republic 
of Vietnam, the Lao People’s Democratic Re- 
public and the People’s Republic of Kampuchea 
for a solution of the problems in South-East 
Asia. Their realization would be a step towards 
security in the region. We second the proposal 
to consider the question of peace, stability and 
cooperation in South-East Asia as a separate 
agenda item at this General Assembly session. 
Likewise, we support the proposals of the 
Democratic People’s Republic of Korea for the 
solution of the Korean question, including the 
withdrawal of the United States forces from 
South Korea. 

We speak up resolutely against the expansion 
of military presence and activities in the In- 
dian Ocean, and we support the initiatives sug- 
gesting the conversion of the Indian Ocean 
area into a zone of peace. 

If it is to endure peaceful coexistence needs a 
climate of mutual understanding and the culti- 
vation and dissemination of the great humanist 
ideals of international understanding and 
peace. The United Nations has outlawed in- 
stigation to war and to national and racial 
hatred and all other forms of poisoning of the 
human mind and perverting of human thought. 
Yet those things have not been uprooted. On 
the contrary, manifestations of fascist and neo- 
fascist ideologies are increasing and partly 
growing into organized terrorism. For this 
reason, the German Democratic Republic be- 
lieves that concrete action should be taken to 
check that danger to peace and human rights. 
In this case, too, there applies the dearly learnt 
historical lesson that if an evil is to be avoided 
it has to be nipped in the bud. 

World-wide implementation of the principles 
of peaceful coexistence encompasses the demo- 


cratic restructuring of international economic 
relations. The 1960s and 1970s have distinctly 
confirmed that international political crises 
tend to develop and become aggravated where 
and when states are denied their rights to con- 
duct their economic relations on a basis of 
equality and to exercise full sovereignty over 
their natural resources. 

Extortion and the threat of force to secure raw 
material supplies constitute gross violations 
of international legal norms. They are sources 
of dangerous political tensions fraught with 
the risk of large-scale military conflict. The 
same goes for all attempts to abuse economic 
relations for political blackmail against social- 
ist states. The time is ripe for eradicating dis- 
crimination and restrictions, for ending ex- 
ploitative relations and for containing the 
disastrous influence of transnational corpora- 
tions and in this way for laying the founda- 


tions for a democratic international economic 
order. That conforms to the legitimate interests 
and claims of the majority of states; that is 
what international peace and security require. 
The special session that has just ended has 
provided graphic evidence of this. 

This General Assembly session has before it 
a heavy work schedule indeed. Yet, regardless 
of how different the issues are, their considera- 
tion must ultimately help strengthen peace 
and peaceful coexistence. All forces of peace 
and democracy are called upon to cooperate 
in solving this difficult task. The problems of 
today’s world demand a clear commitment to 
peace and détente and, above all, action by 
each individual state and the United Nations 
as a whole. 


Archives of the Ministry of Foreign Attairs 
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Speech delivered by GDR representative Gerhard Schroter to the 

Fourth Committee of the XXXV session of the UN General Assembly 
concerning the activities of foreign economic and other interests which 
are impeding the implementation of the UN Declaration on the Granting 
of Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples 


2 October 1980. 


The developments over the past two decades 
have fully confirmed the validity of the basic 
principles of the Declaration on the Granting 
of Independence to Colonial Countries and 
Peoples which are based on the principles 
enshrined in the Charter of the United Na- 
tions. Until the present day, they have lost 
nothing in their relevance and topicality. 
Today, twenty years after the adoption of that 
significant document initiated by the Union 
of Soviet Socialist Republics, that becomes 
more apparent than ever before. The fact 
alone that, since the foundation of the United 
Nations Organization, almost 200 million peo- 
ple in more than 50 colonies have achieved 
their independence and that those countries 
today as sovereign member states of the 
United Nations work for the universal imple- 
mentation of the objectives of that Organiza- 
tion, does speak for itself. 
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Indeed, the process of the peoples’ liberation 
from colonial and racist domination is irre- 
versible. That was once again corroborated by 
the admission of Zimbabwe as well as Saint 
Vincent and the Grenadines to membership of 
the United Nations Organization. 

However, the provisions enunciated in the 
Declaration on the Granting of Independence 
to Colonial Countries and Peoples have not yet 
been persistently and universally implemented. 
Millions of people are still denied the enjoy- 
ment of their right to independence and self- 
determination. The peoples of South Africa, 
Namibia and of many so-called small territo- 
ries still cannot choose and advance along a 
road of development that serves their interests 
and eliminates the yoke of colonial depend- 
ence once and for all. 

The disregard of the most fundamental rights 
of millions of people is not only a challenge 
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to the purposes and principles of the United 
Nations, but also constitutes a principal cause 
of international tensions and conflicts. Thus, 
it becomes all the more imperative to bring 
to a conclusion the process of decolonization 
by granting genuine independence and un- 
restricted self-determination to all peoples 
still under colonial oppression. 

What is necessary in that context is, first and 
foremost, the elimination of those obstacles 
which here have already been the subject of 
discussions. 

The delegation of the GDR wishes to recall 
particularly Article 5 of the Declaration on the 
Granting of Independence to Colonial Coun- 
tries and Peoples which reads: 

“Immediate steps shall be taken, in Trust and 
Non-Self-Governing Territories or all other 
territories which have not yet attained inde- 
pendence, to transfer all powers to the peo- 
ples of those territories, without any conditions 
or reservations, in accordance with their freely 
expressed will and desire, ...’—an article 
which was anew corroborated in the draft 
resolution proposed by the UN Special Com- 
mittee on the Situation with Regard to the 
Implementation of the Declaration on the 
Granting of Independence to Colonial Coun- 
tries and Peoples and contained in document 
A/35/413. 

The activities of the forces that advocate peace, 
disarmament, détente and social progress have 
helped create more favourable conditions for 
implementing the above-said demands. How- 
ever, the successes the peoples scored in their 
national and social liberation struggle have 
called to the scene the opponents of genuine 
independence. 

Attempts are being made to incorporate colo- 
nially dependent territories, in defiance of the 
aspirations of their peoples, into neo-colonial- 
ist designs. Measures to secure the military- 
strategic interests harboured by such forces, 
and to maintain the lucrative sources of profit 
for the international monopolies are the very 
nucleus of such schemes. Documents prepared 
by the Special Committee on the Situation with 
regard to the Implementation of the Declara- 
tion on the Granting of Independence to Colo- 
nial Countries and Peoples contain alarming 
facts. Paragraph 2 in document A/AC. 109/614 
reads, inter alia: 

“The largest military installations in the Non- 
Self-Governing Territories of the Caribbean 
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and Western Atlantic regions are situated in 
Bermuda, the Turks and Caicos Islands and 
the United States Virgin Islands. They are 
operated primarily by the authorities of the 
United States of America, although the 
Governments of the United Kingdom of Great 
Britain and Northern Ireland and Canada each 
maintain a military facility in Bermuda.” 
Paragraph 1 in document A/AC. 109/612 states: 
“The Territory of Guam continues to be an 
important naval and air force base of the 
United States of America in the western Paci- 
fic. Units of four military services, in particu- 
lar the United States Air Force and Navy, and 
the United States Coast Guard, are stationed 
on Guam, where defence installations occupy 
a large portion (approximately one third) of 
the available land.” 

As the quoted documents prove, the colonial 
powers involved have done nothing to meet 
the repeated demand of the United Nations 
Organization for immediate and unconditional 
withdrawal from military bases in dependent 
territories. We share the concern of the peo- 
ples which are threatened by the existence of 
such military bases and which do not want to 
get involved in military adventures meant to 
secure allegedly vital interests. This is partic- 
ularly the case as regards the Indian Ocean 
where NATO states are displaying hectic 
activities in order to strengthen their military 
presence. At all times, the German Democratic 
Republic has supported the proposal to make 
the Indian Ocean a zone of peace, and in this 
context also attaches significance to the resolu- 
tion of the OAU on the forced separation of the 
Chagos Archipelago from Mauritius. The Ger- 
man Democratic Republic resolutely opposes 
the policy pursued by the colonial powers that 
try to deny—by exercising military pressure— 
the peoples of small territories the enjoyment 
of their rights. 

In this connection, let me direct attention to 
the Trust Territory of the Pacific Islands 
(Micronesia). The facts prove also in this case 
that it is primarily the special interests of the 
trusteeship power which determine its policy. 
Since the forced withdrawal from Indochina, 
the Pentagon accords Micronesia more import- 
ance in its plans than before. The militariza- 
tion and the factual annexation of the Islands, 
which shall be ensured by various agreements 
on so-called free association and political union 
with the USA, agreements, which remind in 


their substance of the unequal agreements be- 
tween the so-called metropolis and the colony 
in the epoch of colonial conquest, are in con- 
tradiction to the vital interests of the popula- 
tion in these territories, create tensions and re- 
produce relationships of dependence. Such 
policy has nothing in common with the obliga- 
tion to granting independence and self-deter- 
mination to peoples. 

In concluding, Mr Chairman, the delegation 
of the German Democratic Republic would 
like to recall the letter of the GDR to UN 
Secretary-General Dr Kurt Waldheim, con- 
tained in document $/13914 of 29 April 1980, 
stating inter alia: 

‘All States have the obligation to respect the 


provisions of the Charter and the decisions of 
the United Nations, according to which colo- 
nially oppressed peoples are entitled, regard- 
less of their size and geographic conditions, 
to national independence and to freely choos- 
ing their road of development. The crucial 
statement in the aforementioned Declaration 
that ‘the subjection of peoples to alien subju- 
gation, domination and exploitation constitutes 
a denial of fundamental rights, is contrary 
to the Charter of the United Nations and is an 
impediment to the promotion of world peace 
and cooperation’ is of burning relevance.” 


Archives of the Ministry of Foreign Attairs 
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Speech delivered by GDR representative Willi Schlegel to the Third 
Committee of the XXXV session of the UN General Assembly regarding 
the implementation of the programme for the UN Decade of Action 

to Combat Racism and Racial Discrimination 


3 October 1980 


The elimination and extirpation of racism and 
racial discrimination in all its manifestations 
constitute one of the basic concerns of inter- 
national politics of the present time. The 
struggle against racism, apartheid and colo- 
nialism has increased in intensity, assumed 
greater dimensions and has gained strength. 
Responsible actions on the part of the majority 
of United Nations member states as well as 
by numerous international and national non- 
governmental organizations have unmasked 
and confined the criminal racist practices, par- 
ticularly their most brutal manifestation, 
namely apartheid which is the state doctrine 
of racism. 

Powerful actions of the peoples illustrate their 
determination to eliminate the racist policy as 
one of the most disgusting forms of imperial- 
ism’s striving for power, as a permanent 
danger to the peaceful living-together of the 
peoples. The growing solidarity displayed with 
that struggle, at the same time, reflects the 
awareness which has gained ever more ground, 
that the extirpation of racism and racial dis- 
crimination constitutes the basic prerequisite 
for paving the peoples’ way to independence, 


self-determination, equality and social pro- 
gress. 

The multifarious decisions, programmes and 
activities of the United Nations Organization 
have proved the weight and importance they 
have for activating the movement to combat 
racism. The goals and objectives formulated by 
the United Nations and set for an entire de- 
cade, continue to be of utmost topicality. 
The forces of imperialism and racism set 
against the will of the peoples their intention 
to preserve and further extend their domina- 
tion over raw materials having strategic im- 
portance, particularly in southern Africa and 
the Middle East. Striving for maximum profits, 
they flagrantly violate human rights. They 
trample upon the human dignity of millions 
of oppressed people and employ the most 
brutal methods of neo-colonialist and racist ex- 
ploitation. The list of racist crimes is endless. 
And immeasurable are the misery and suffer- 
ing of those afflicted. That list runs the gamut 
from the disfranchisement of coloured people 
to mass murder of peaceful demonstrators and 
upright patriots. It shows military aggressions 
launched against peaceful African states and 
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mass and systematic violations of human rights 
in the occupied Arab territories. It furnishes 
documentary evidence of the discrimination 
of national minorities and natives as well as 
of the situation of foreign labour deprived 
of any rights in the world of capital. In a 
number of countries racism, hatred among 
nations and racial hatred are unfurling in the 
form of increasing fascist and neo-Nazi activ- 
ities. With all justification, paragraph 15 of 
the Programme of activities to be undertaken 
during the second half of the Decade of Ac- 
tion to Combat Racism and Racial Discrimina- 
tion (resolution 34/24) calls upon all states 
“to prohibit racist, neo-Nazi and fascist or- 
ganizations”. The Organization of the United 
Nations, which itself has emerged in the result 
of the struggle against fascism, should take 
concrete steps against the renewed increase in 
that danger to peace and to the enjoyment of 
human rights. 

A number of states, among them also the 
GDR, have repeatedly furnished proof that 
racism, racial discrimination and apartheid, 
by no means, can be reduced only to viola- 
tions of individual human rights. What is 
more, they are crimes against humanity 
deeply rooted in the society of exploitation 
and perpetrated with the aim of protecting the 
profit interests of international monopoly 
groups, of preserving colonialist and neo- 
colonialist exploitation and oppression as well 
as of inciting peoples and nations one against 
the other. It is an urgent imperative to ex- 
tirpate those roots of racism, in order to wipe 
out all its forms and manifestations. 
Information coming from South Africa con- 
tinue to be alarming. Now as before, apart- 
heid, terror and violence are spread across 
that country. Its regime does not stop even 
at using military force against juveniles, stu- 
dents and schoolchildren. Forced resettlements 
are part of every-day life in the apartheid 
state. Already more than two million people 
were forced to leave their ancestral living 
areas. Due to the comprehensive collaboration 
of Western circles with the racists, the latter 
dispose of an appalling large arsenal of highly 
sophisticated weapons which they use against 
patriotic forces and in acts of aggression 
perpetrated against African states. It is a well- 
established fact that the illegally occupied ter- 
ritory of Namibia is misused as starting point 
of such acts of aggression, virtually as spring- 
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board for attacks against peaceful neighbour- 
ing states. 

The President of the ANC of South Africa, 
Oliver Tambo, recently declared that the per- 
manent upgrading of the level of the material 
and technological basis of South Africa fa- 
cilitated by the imperialist forces allied within 
NATO, at the same time served to intensify 
the exploitation of the people, to increase 
super profits as well as to expand the possibili- 
ties for its own production of war material. 
Already today, South Africa—being the largest 
manufacturer of armaments in the southern 
hemisphere—ranks among the ten largest arms 
manufacturers in the capitalist world. The daily 
“The Times” published in London, has inform- 
ed—with reference to statements of scientists 
from South Africa-that that country was 
definitely capable of manufacturing nuclear 
weapons because of its close collaboration 
with the NATO member countries in the field 
of nuclear weapon technology and because of 
its important uranium production. Nuclear 
weapons in the hands of the racists would 
mean a further increase in the threats to in- 
ternational peace, which emanate from the 
apartheid regime. Therefore, it is the urgent 
dictate of the hour to take respective and 
effective counter-measures, and to persistently 
implement all United Nations decisions calling 
for sanctions against that country. 

In the quest for the elimination of racial op- 
pression and exploitation, the struggle against 
racial propaganda plays a significant role, 
since propagating racism in all its forms and 
manifestations constitutes a characteristic ele- 
ment of the oppression that is part and parcel 
of racial discrimination. The dissemination of 
racist ideas is directly levelled against under- 
standing among peoples, is undermining the 
implementation of human rights and, being 
practiced by means of mass communication 
beyond national borders, grows into a threat 
to peace and becomes the ideological instru- 
ment for the preparation of wars of aggres- 
sion. 

At all times, the socialist states have been 
standing for the prohibition of racial pro- 
paganda and the punishment of those who 
practice it. Therefore, the GDR attaches such 
great significance to the demands embodied in 
resolution 34/24 which calls upon all states 
“to declare punishable by law any dissemination 
of ideas based on racial superiority or hatred 


and to prohibit organizations based on racial 
prejudice and hatred, including neo-nazi and 
fascist organizations.” 

To keep the mass media clear of or free them 
from the dissemination of ideas based on 
racial superiority or hatred—that is an im- 
portant task to be solved during the Decade 
of Action to Combat Racism and Racial Dis- 
crimination. 

The people and the Government of the Ger- 
man Democratic Republic will never forget 
the international solidarity and assistance 
which, since the GDR’s foundation, have been 
rendered to them in their struggle against the 


people’s enemies, for the construction of a 
socialist society. Therefore, it is a matter of 
principle of our political and moral respon- 
sibility to us to display active solidarity with 
all peoples fighting against racist oppression, 
apartheid and colonial enslavement, for self- 
determination, national independence and so- 
cial progress. The people and the government 
of the GDR feel deeply committed to that 
humanist concern. 


Archives of the Ministry of Foreign Attairs 
of the GDR 


Speech delivered by GDR representative Willi Schlegel to the Third 
Committee of the XXXV session of the UN General Assembly, 
concerning the harmful consequences for the implementation of human 
rights, arising from the granting of political, military, economic and 
other assistance to the colonialist and racist regime in South Africa 


7 October 1980 


The Khalifa Report (contained in document 
E/CN. 4/Sub. 2/425) that was prepared two 
years ago on the close cooperation of certain 
imperialist circles with the criminal apartheid 
regime, has not lost any of its significance. 
It has brought international monopoly capital 
as the actual prop of racist minority rule out 
of its anonymity. Also the great joint respon- 
sibility certain states bear for the continued 
existence of the regime of injustice, which has 
been ostracized on a world-wide scale, be- 
comes ever more evident. 

In its resolution 34/24 adopted in 1979, the 
General Assembly expressly calls again upon 
all governments which have not yet done 
so “to take legislative, administrative and 
other measures in respect of their nationals 
and the bodies corporate under their jurisdic- 
tion that own and operate enterprises in south- 
ern Africa, in order to put an end to such 
enterprises immediately”. Despite that de- 
mand of the World Organization, which was 
reaffirmed over and again, international con- 
cerns and banks do éxpand their close busi- 
ness relations with the apartheid state. In the 
meantime, their number exceeded 2.000. So- 


called reforms are meant to cover up that 
flowing collaboration and to delude public 
opinion. 

In this context, the following becomes ap- 
parent: All those manoeuvres do not touch 
upon the social nature of the criminal apart- 
heid regime. The policy of apartheid is to be 
relaxed only where it impedes the hiring of 
black work slaves for the monopolies. How- 
ever, it continues to exist in more than 200 
laws and decrees which are used by the racist 
rulers of Pretoria for securing their system 
of injustice. The ominous alliance between 
international monopolies and racists is hatching 
a plot also against the free and independent 
development of sovereign neighbouring sta- 
tes. Permanent acts of aggression follow the 
aim of destabilizing the political and economic 
situation in those states and of forcing them 
to discontinue the solidarity and support they 
render to the liberation struggle waged by the 
peoples still under colonial and racist op- 
pression. That strategy based on the striving 
for hegemony of foreign and national capital 
forms integral part of the expansionist plans 
pursued by Botha. It envisages the formation 
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of a so-called assembly of states of southern 
Africa, the establishment of a South African 
neo-colonial empire. 

The barbarous attacks the racists recently 
launched against the People’s Republic of An- 
gola, indeed, illustrate pretty clearly that the 
course which is steered by certain imperialist 
forces against détente, peace and security and 
which is particularly dangerous in these days, 
is a sheer encouragement of the Botha clique 
to intensify their policy of aggression. 
Imperialist forces bear a decisive responsi- 
bility for providing the racists’ army with 
arms and other equipment. Without extensive 
support of imperialism the permanent acts 
of aggression committed by the racists, would 
be impossible. Those acts of aggression con- 
stitute a serious and increasing danger to the 
sovereignty and territorial integrity of the 
countries against which they are perpetrated, 
and to international peace and security. That 
danger, as was underscored by my delegation 
in its statement on problems relating to the 
policy of racism, is being multiplied by South 
Africa’s striving for nuclear weapons in 
which it is supportet by imperialist circles. 
The rigorous discontinuation of the collabora- 
tion in any form with the racists in South 
Africa is the most important prerequisite for 
the liquidation of the inhuman apartheid 
system. Manoeuvres launched by certain im- 
perialist forces with the purpose of substitut- 
ing negotiations with the racist regime for 
sanctions against it, have nothing to do with 
the implementation of the respective decisions 
of the United Nations Organization. They re- 
present attempts designed to save, at least, the 
keystones of the apartheid system, thus of the 
system of exploitation which is particularly 
remunerative. Besides profits, the matters at 
issue are also raw materials and strategic posi- 
tions. Those are the real reasons why certain 
NATO member countries, in defiance of the 
explicit will of the peoples, for years have 
been boycotting the adoption by the Security 
Council of sanctions against South Africa. 
However, it is those states which do not hesi- 
tate to threat to employ coercive measures in 
the economic field in order to obstruct progres- 
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sive developments in other countries, and 
which do not think twice when setting up ra- 
pid deployment forces in cases where the 
peoples of those countries are not willing to 
submit themselves to the diktat of interna- 
tional monopoly capital. 

Collaboration with the apartheid regime ends 
up in the accusation of complicity in crimes 
against humanity. It very well represents, in 
contrast to the assertions on part of certain 
imperialist states, a positive attitude towards 
the apartheid regime. By the way, the state- 
ment made here yesterday by the Chinese 
representative confirms the thesis repeatedly 
expressed, that allegations against Afghanistan 
and the People’s Republic of Kampuchea do 
only help the racists in South Africa and the 
opressors of the Palestinian people. The GDR 
emphatically supports the statement contained 
in the Khalifa Report that ‘““a mandatory arms 
embargo, a complete withdrawal of economic 
interests and the severing of economic relation- 
ships are the minimum pressures required to 
bring about drastic change and the withering 
away of the apartheid system in South Africa”’. 
Effective coercive measures to be taken by the 
Security Council are an urgent imperative in 
order to ban the threats to peace and interna- 
tional security that emanate from South Africa. 
Therefore, the GDR attaches great significance 
to the speedy convocation of an international 
conference for sanctions against South 
Africa. 

The 20th anniversary of the adoption of the 
Declaration on the Granting of Independence 
to Colonial Countries and Peoples, which was 
initiated by the USSR, marks another high- 
light of the international struggle against 
apartheid. That anniversary should also be 
occasion for adopting effective decisions 
against political, military, economic and other 
forms of assistance to the apartheid regime, 
which continues to entail so many adverse con- 
sequences for the enjoyment of human rights 
by the peoples in southern Africa. 
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and Racial Discrimination to mark the Day of Solidarity with 


South African Political Prisoners 


11 October 1980 


On the occasion of the International Day of 
Solidarity with the Political Prisoners the 
Solidarity Committee of the GDR and the 
GDR Committee for the Decade of Action to 
Combat Racism and Racial Discrimination ex- 
press the fraternal alliance with all staunch 
fighters against the criminal policy of apart- 
heid. We strongly condemn the apartheid- 
system of the South African racists, especially 
the increasing of the brutal terror directed 
against the African people as well as the per- 
manent acts of aggression against the souver- 
eign neighbouring countries Angola and Zam- 
bia. These are real expressions of the un- 
peaceful and inhuman character of the apart- 
heid regime. On the basis of the complicity of 
imperialist states and monopolies in the politi- 
cal, economic, military and especially in the 
nuclear field with the rulers in South Africa 
the danger for world peace is steadily grow- 
ing. 

We are demanding the international isolation 
of the apartheid regime! 


Put an end to the criminal policy of apart- 
heid! 

We are extending fraternal greetings to the 
thousands of South African and Namibian 
patriots, the real representatives of their peo- 
ples, who have to languish in concentration 
camps and prisons because they are fighting 
for freedom and independence, against colo- 
nial and racist oppression and exploitation. 
We are demanding the immediate release of 
all freedom fighters! 

We are strongly demanding freedom for Nel- 
son Mandela, Walter Sisulu, Ahmed Kathrada 
and Daniel Menge! 

In underlining our close anti-imperialist soli- 
darity with all patriots of South Africa, with 
the ANC of South Africa and SWAPO of 
Namibia we simultaneously reassure that we 
will also in the future support their just fight 
for freedom and social progress. 


GDR Solidarity Committee Archives 


Speech delivered by GDR representative Professor Anneliese Salzler 
to the Third Committee of the XXXV session of the UN General 
Assembly concerning the presentation of the draft resolution: Status 
of the International Convention on the Suppression and Punishment 


of the Crime of Apartheid 


14 October 1980 


The International Convention on the Suppres- 
sion and Punishment of the Crime of Apart- 
heid constitutes an important legal instrument 
for the elimination of one of the worst racist 
offences in our time. The Convention declares 
apartheid to be a crime against humanity and 
states that the inhuman actions emerging from 
such a policy grossly violate the principles of 


international law and the United Nations 
Charter. 

Up to this date, 58 states ratified the Con- 
vention or acceded to it. To further strengthen 
the universality of this document and, thereby, 
to make it even more effective in the struggle 
against apartheid, this is the general purpose 
of the draft resolution. 
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We derive this purpose from the aims and 
tasks which were set in connection with the 
Decade of Action to Combat Racism and 
Racial Discrimination. As is known, the pro- 
gramme for the second half of the Decade 
(resolution 34/24), adopted at the thirty- 
fourth United Nations General Assembly, sets 
forth detailed measures to be taken for the 
elimination of apartheid, which also include 
legal measures. 

The Convention provides for a number of 
statutory, legal and administrative measures 
to prosecute the crime of apartheid by na- 
tional law enforcement agencies. 

In operative paragraph 6, the draft resolution 
calls upon all states parties to the Convention 
to entirely meet all resulting legal obligations. 
In addition to this, attention is directed again 
at the international coordination of measures 
against apartheid. 

Paragraph 8 expresses in this context its ap- 
preciation for the group of experts of the 
Human Rights Commission who compiled a 
list covering individuals, organizations, insti- 
tutions and governmental representatives 
which are accused of having committed crimes 
of apartheid. It is urged to continue this ef- 
fective method of international coordination 
of prosecution, and to apply all kinds of 
means of mass communication to make public 
those lists. 

Considering the fact that the cooperation of 
states with South Africa constitutes one of the 


main reasons for the continued existence of 
the apartheid regime, the draft resolution 
calls—in paragraph 10-attention to the fact 
that those states become accomplies of the 
inhuman practices of racial discrimination 
and apartheid. 

In its introductory part, the draft resolution 
makes reference to the twentieth anniversary 
of the adoption of the Declaration on the 
Granting of Independence to Colonial Coun- 
tries and Peoples, which is contained in reso- 
lution 1514 (XV). 

This important anniversary should be reason 
for all states to intensify their efforts to 
assist the just struggle of colonially and 
racially oppressed peoples, and to put an end 
to all practices of racial discrimination and 
apartheid. 

Despite massive international condemnation, 
the inhuman apartheid regime continues to 
survive. Let us do everything we can to 
finally put an end to millions of African peo- 
ple being deprived of their rights and brutally 
suppressed. Let us use all our strength that the 
courageous struggle of the peoples of South 
Africa and Namibia will break the fetters of 
apartheid. 

My delegation expresses the hopes of all co- 
sponsors of the present draft resolution that 
it may win wide approval. 


Archives of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
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Speech delivered by GDR representative Gerhard Schréter to the Fourth 
Comnnittee of the XXXV session of the UN General Assembly, con- 
cerning the UN Declaration on the Granting of Independence to 


Colonial Countries and Peoples 


16 October 1980 


For many years now, the issue regarding the 
ignominious activities of foreign economic 
and other interests that, to a decisive extent, 
obstruct the implementation of the Declaration 
on the Granting of Independence to Colonial 
Countries and Peoples, has been on the agenda 
of the Fourth Committee and the General As- 
sembly. This is fully justified when taking into 
account the great significance that problem 
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has for millions of people who are, to date, 
denied to live a happy life, whose legitimate 
rights are negated and who are still an object 
of ruthless exploitation of imperialist mono- 
polies. The work of our Committee, too, has 
helped more and more people in territories 
under colonial and racist domination to 
understand what are the real causes of their 
distress and that they no longer can reconcile 


themselves to that. The movement of forces 
that condemn the shameless exploitation by 
transnational corporations of people and 
natural resources in those areas and display 
active solidarity with the peoples striving to 
gain independence, has assumed world-wide 
dimensions. 

The struggle for the implementation of the 
Declaration on the Granting of Independence 
to Colonial Countries and Peoples, which was 
put forward by the USSR and the 20th anni- 
versary of the adoption of which we will com- 
memorate this year, has given substantial im- 
pulses to that striving. In that forum, re- 
ference has been made repeatedly and with 
all justification to the results achieved in the 
process of decolonization, to which Zimbabwe 
and Saint Vincent and the Grenadines added 
a new chapter when gaining independence; 
and we would like to cordially welcome the 
representatives of those states here in the 
Fourth Committee. 

When commemorating the 20th anniversary of 
the adoption of that historic Declaration, it 
must be noted at the same time, that we still 
not succeed in freeing all peoples from the 
humiliating yoke of colonialism, racism and 
apartheid. That holds true particularly for 
southern Africa. The foreign monopolies 
which unabatedly continue the exploitation of 
people and natural resources in South Africa 
and Namibia and reap ever higher profits 
from year to year, leave nothing undone to 
maintain the colonial and racist servitude. For 
that reason, they constitute the main obstacle 
impeding the implementation of the Declara- 
tion on the Granting of Independence to 
Colonial Countries and Peoples. Their com- 
plicity with South Africa’s apartheid regime is 
the reason why the efforts undertaken by the 
United Nations Organization with a view to 
implementing the right of the Namibian peo- 
ple to self-determination, and the endeavours 
to eradicate racism and apartheid in South 
Africa yet have not been crowned by success. 
Despite numerous resolutions which have 
been adopted by the General Assembly with 
the overwhelming majority of votes and which 
call upon states to check the activities and 
doings of transnational corporations in south- 
ern Africa and other territories under colonial 
rule, the exploitation and pillage of those ter- 
ritories is unabatedly continued. 

It has been proved that, under gross viola- 


tion of the arms embargo, arms and military 
equipment are still being shipped to the rac- 
ist regime of South Africa. The types of 
weapons allow to infer who are the manu- 
facturers. Trade with South Africa has reached 
new record highs. We know who in that field 
is in the lead. Alarming facts about new in- 
vestments and loans from transnational cor- 
porations and international banks became 
known. The nuclear cooperation with the rac- 
its enables South Africa to pass on to nuclear 
weapons. 

In that context let me state only a few facts 
from recent publications of the Special Com- 
mittee against Apartheid: 

The number of corporations acting in South 
Africa and Namibia increased to 1,883 in 
1978. In the same year, foreign total invest- 
ments came to more than 27 billion US dol- 
lars. 

Despite the existence of the international arms 
embargo, the racist regime purchased arms 
and other military equipment from imperialist 
corporations for a record sum of 345 million 
US dollars. The exports to South Africa in- 
creased by 13 per cent during the first three 
quarters of 1979 alone. 

As the “Wall Street Journal” has reported 
these days, one of the major banks of the USA 
—the Citicorp—on the quiet resumed credit 
transactions with the apartheid regime and 
granted this regime a 250 million dollar loan. 
The paper pointed out that a large part of 
credit transactions with South Africa—which 
have reached up to date an amount of 1.64 bil- 
lion dollars—were presently being carried out 
by banks in the Federal Republic of Ger- 
many. 

When speaking of the shameful activities of 
international corporations, one is compelled 
to point at the same time to the responsibility 
of those states which tolerate or even en- 
courage these activities. There is no doubt 
that those states, under the jurisdiction of 
which the mentioned corporations fall, are re- 
sponsible for the plundering of the African 
population and the natural resources by those 
corporations. Over the past years, there have 
been no few attempts to befog or even deny 
those facts. With considerable efforts so- 
called norms of conduct have been propagated 
and the social mission of the transnational 
corporations praised. The actual facts, how- 
ever, prove that neither in South Africa nor in 
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Namibia the lot of the African worker has 
changed in any way. The machinery of racist 
exploitation and suppression has been made 
even more perfect. 

The Declaration adopted at the International 
Seminar on the Role of Transnational Corpo- 
rations in South Africa (Doc. A/34/655 of 
6 November 1979) which was held in Novem- 
ber 1979, states inter alia: 

“The participants in the Seminar totally reject 
the contention that the transnationals can be- 
come instruments for the promotion of free- 
dom and equality through their economic in- 
volvement in South Africa. They considered 
that such arguments advanced by the TNC’s 
and by Governments in their home countries, 
have been, in practice, pretexts, on the one 
hand for legitimizing existing and new invest- 
ments and, on the other hand, to perpetuate 
the system of apartheid which unequivocally 
denies the African people of their inalienable 
right to participate in the Government of their 
own country, in disregard of the interests of 
the oppressed people of South Africa and 
world opinion.” 

The activities of transnational corporations in 
southern Africa not only obstruct the con- 
sistent and speedy implementation of the 
Declaration on the Granting of Independence 
to Colonial Countries and Peoples, but they 
virtually back up South Africa in its policy of 
threatening international peace and security. 
Almost every day, we become witness of new 
examples of aggressive acts committed by the 
racists against sovereign African states. The 
enormous danger for the African continent 
and world peace gets even more aggravated 
in the face of South Africa’s nuclear arma- 
ment which is facilitated by foreign corpora- 
tions. 

When the President of the African National 
Congress of South Africa gave an interview 
in June this year, he referred to the effects of 
the collaboration with the racists and declared 
that the NATO countries bear the main re- 
sponsibility for South Africa’s emergence as 
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imperialist spearhead and policeman. They 
enabled that barbarous regime to intensify its 
efforts with a view to enhancing its nuclear 
weapon potential. The permanently improving 
standard of the material and technological 
basis of South Africa provides both for the 
intensified exploitation of the people in that 
country and growing super profits, as well as 
for expanding possibilities for the domestic 
production of military equipment. 

Mindful of those developments, the dictates 
of the hour, therefore, are to cessate im- 
mediately any military, economic and political 
support of the racists. It is necessary to ex- 
pand the arms embargo of 1977 and to extend 
coercive measures against the state of apart- 
heid in the field of economy, which implies 
particularly an oil embargo. The early con- 
vening of the international conference on 
sanctions would be an important step in that 
direction. 

I wish to reiterate that the German Democratic 
Republic advocates the complete and per- 
sistent international isolation of the apartheid 
regime and that, as a matter of course, my 
country observes the policy of total boycott 
vis-a-vis that regime and would like to see 
effective sanctions imposed in accordance 
with Chapter VII of the United Nations 
Charter. It is an integral part of the policy 
pursued by the socialist German state to side 
in unswerving solidarity with the just libera- 
tion struggle of the peoples of Namibia and 
South Africa and the liberation organizations 
SWAPO and ANC which were respectively re- 
cognized as their legitimate representatives by 
the United Nations. We consider continuing 
political and material support of the peoples 
struggling for their freedom to be a signifi- 
cant contribution towards implementing the 
Declaration on the Granting of Independence 
to Colonial Countries and Peoples. 


Archives of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
of the GDR 


Speech delivered by the General Secretary of the Central Committee 

of the Socialist Unity Party of Germany and Chairman of the GDR 
Council of State, Erich Honecker, at the International Scientific Con- 
ference on “The Joint Struggle of the Working-class Movement and the 
National Liberation Movement against Imperialism and for 


Social Progress” 


20 October 1980 


Allow me to begin by expressing my satisfac- 
tion that distinguished representatives of 
communist and workers’ parties, other revolu- 
tionary parties and national liberation move- 
ments are gathered together for the first time 
in such numbers at this conference. You, com- 
rades and friends, come from all continents of 
the globe, struggle under the most varied 
concrete conditions of your countries, and are 
able to give us the benefit of your valuable 
experience. Whether we happen to live in 
Europe, Africa, Asia or Latin America, what 
binds us all together is the noble goal of 
renewing human existence in the world from 
the ground up, what binds us are the interests 
of peace, democracy, national independence 
and social progress. It is these things that will 
inform and enrich our deliberations during 
the following days here in Berlin, the capital 
of our socialist German Democratic Republic. 

This conference unites representatives of the 
three main revolutionary currents of our time 
—the world socialist system, the working-class 
movement in the capitalist countries, and the 
national liberation movement. It offers the 
opportunity of a comradely exchange of views 
on a multitude of issues which confront us all 
or are connected with the current stage of our 


respective struggles. In so doing it meets a 


historical necessity. For international devel- 
opments are following a stormy course, with 
events often overtaking one another and giv- 
ing rise to not a few new problems. We must 
decide on our attitude to these problems, must 
analyse them and draw conclusions from them, 
in order to give the mass of the people clear 
answers and to make progress in finding solu- 
tions. 

In a few weeks time we shall be celebrating 
the 63rd anniversay of the victory of the 
Great October Socialist Revolution, a victory 
which marked a turning point in human 


history and ushered in those fundamental 
transformations which since then have deter- 
mined the face of our globe. The victory of 
the Soviet Union and the other states of the 
Anti-Hitler Coalition over German fascism in 
the Second World War further accelerated this 
process. To date socialism has taken on 
genuine shape on three continents and is be- 
ginning to establish a foothold on a fourth. 
The anti-imperialist fronts have broadened 
and grown in strength. In the citadels of 
capitalism the struggle for the rights of the 
working peoples, for their interests and goals 
and against the rule of the monopolies, has 
experienced a significant upswing. 

Of truly historic moment is the fact that the 
accursed imperialist colonial system has col- 
lapsed. The peoples of Africa, Asia and Latin 
America are gradually divesting themselves of 
the heavy burdens which that system be- 
queathed to them, and are striking out in new 
directions. International developments are in- 
creasingly being determined by forces which 
are changing the face of our planet in the 
direction of progress, for the welfare of 
mankind. 

What is particularly important is that the 
struggle for peace, on whose results the con- 
tinued existence of nations let alone their 
happy future ultimately depends, is today 
being waged from positions which are incom- 
parably stronger than ever before. The 
seventies in particular have demonstrated this. 
Precisely in Europe, where in our century two 
devastating world wars were unleashed, the 
calamitous cycle of war—peace—war has been 
successfully broken. 

This is one of the greatest successes of the 
efforts of all anti-imperialist and peace-loving 
forces which have been able to benefit from 
the support of the grown might and consistent 
peace policy of the Soviet Union and the other 
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states of the socialist community. It is a suc- 
cess which gives encouragement to everyone 
who is striving to avert the danger of a new 
world war, to have controversial international 
issues resolved by means of political settle- 
ments, to ensure a stable peace and to con- 
tinue with the implementation of the prin- 
ciples of peaceful coexistence however bitter 
the imperialist resistance may be. 

The fact is that the world of today is no longer 
the world of yesterday. The peoples of Viet- 
nam, Laos and Kampuchea have been, with the 
help of international solidarity and support, 
victorious over all aggressors and the forces 
of domestic reaction. The hard won victory of 
the peoples in the struggle for the indepen- 
dence and sovereignty of Angola, Mozam- 
bique, Ethiopia, the People’s Democratic Re- 
public of Yemen, Zimbabwe and other coun- 
tries represents a powerful contribution to the 
cause of the liberation of humanity. Now the 
struggle for the final elimination of the last 
remnants of colonial oppression and the 
shameful policy of apartheid is being ignited. 
The popular revolutions in Afghanistan, Iran, 
Nicaragua and Grenada have destroyed major 
strongholds of despotism and opened the way 
to the liberation of the nations. The fascist 
dictatorships in Portugal and Spain have been 
swept away, and the reactionary colonels’ ré- 
gime in Greece overcome. The struggle against 
oppressive fascist and military-fascist régimes, 
such as those in El Salvador, Bolivia, Chile 
and South Korea, has received new impulses. 
It has become increasingly evident in recent 
years that the peoples who have won their 
freedom and independence, have become a 
powerful international force. The movement 
of non-aligned nations is turning out to be an 
important factor in world politics. The move- 
ment, whose anti-imperialist aims we have 
always actively supported and continue to 
support, is struggling resolutely against im- 
perialism, colonialism and neo-colonialism, for 
peace and for a just system of international 
political and economic relations based on 
equality. 


In the capitalist countries, against all the. 


prognoses of bourgeois ideologists, the class 
struggle has by no means diminished in in- 
tensity. Mass unemployment, increasing infla- 
tion and social insecurity weigh heavily on the 
working people. The struggle for the defence 
and extension of democratic freedoms, for 
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peace and international security, is unfolding 
in these countries and assuming new dimen- 
sions and forms. This shows that the working 
class, as the main force of social progress, 
both represents the interests of all working 
people and increasingly operates as a unifying 
force of the whole people and nation. 

The result is a spreading realization that the 
imperialist system, the international mono- 
polies and their financial organizations, stand 
in the way of further advances along the road 
to peace, democracy, national independence 
and social progress. After all, practice is con- 
stantly confirming anew that the dissolution 
of capitalist society is a historical necessity. 
In its efforts to halt the revolutionary process, 
to assert its sphere of domination and exploi- 
tation and to win back lost positions, imperial- 
ism has—precisely at the turn of the decade 
from the seventies to the eighties—passed over 
to a raging counter-offensive. By means of the 
confrontation course, which is being pursued 
especially by the USA but also by other im- 
perialist powers, history's last and at the same 
time strongest social order to be based on ex- 
ploitation, is trying to slow down the advance 
of the peoples along the paths of peace and 
progress. The ultimate aim—however impos- 
sible of fruition—is to put the clock back. 

In view of all this our responsibility for the 
future of our planet is growing. We are con- 
vinced that the exchange of views at this con- 
ference will help to promote joint action 
among the _ anti-imperialist revolutionary 
forces of all continents, the socialist countries, 
the international working-class movement and 
the national liberation movement in the strug- 
gle for a happy future for all peoples. 

We look upon the collapse of the imperialist 
colonial system, brought on by the seismic 
force of the national liberation movement and 
its natural allies—the socialist countries and 
the international revolutionary labour move- 
ment—as the most important achievement of 
the revolutionary forces since the emergence 
of the world socialist system. The national 
liberation revolutions have led to a further 
exacerbation of the general crisis of capital- 
ism, which is affecting all spheres of social 
life. 

A political awakening without precedent today 
characterizes the once colonial world. As we 
know, the ongoing debate on what path of 
social development to choose is assuming 


especial significance in the liberated states of 
Asia, Africa and Latin America. Experience 
has shown that a development along capitalist 
lines can neither safeguard national indepen- 
dence economically nor appreciably improve 
the social situation of the mass of the people. 
What the objective requirements of progress 
dictate more and more is deep-going changes, 
economic, social and political, that are anti- 
capitalist in nature. 

The revolutionary labour movement has al- 
ways regarded the just struggle of the 
colonially oppressed peoples as an integral 
part of the world-wide revolutionary struggle. 
Karl Marx and Friedrich Engels, who were the 
first to deliver a scathing indictment of the 
brutality displayed by the colonial powers in 
their day, afforded the working class the in- 
sight that their struggle against the capitalist 
yoke could be successful only if it went hand 
in hand with the struggle to end the exploita- 
tion and oppression of the peoples of colonial 
and dependent countries. The founders of 
scientific communism were convinced of the 
mounting strength and the invincibility of the 
anti-colonialist liberation movement. They 
considered the attainment of national indepen- 
dence to be the first objective of the struggle 
being waged by all democratic forces in the 
colonial and dependent countries. At the same 
time, they stressed that political independence 
was not synonymous with social emancipation. 
Independence can only become an expression 
of human emancipation if it is provided with 
a stable foundation through radical socio- 
economic changes. Foremost among those are 
far-reaching agrarian reform and the develop- 
ment and mastery of modern productive 
forces. 

Lenin demonstrated that ‘‘in the history of the 
development of the world revolution” the 
colonially oppressed peoples ‘will be called 
upon to play a big part and to merge with our 
struggle against international imperialism’’.! 
Looking back at the last few decades, we can 
see that the struggle of the revolutionary 
labour movement has increasingly become in- 
tertwined with the struggle of the national 
liberation movement against imperialism and 
colonialism. They have shared interests and a 
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common enemy. This is bringing them closer 
and closer together. There are quite a few ob- 
stacles that must be overcome along this road, 
and they will be overcome. 

Our joint struggle is thus continuously gaining 
in strength, as imperialism is finding out to its 
cost. It is therefore concerned to make the 
world forget that it is historically responsible 
for the backwardness and poverty of large 
parts of our globe. Its hypocritical doctrine 
postulating that “all are equally responsible 
for everything” cannot erase the fact that the 
legacy of centuries of slavery and exploitation 
in its former colonies is entirely of its own 
making. The blame for hunger, misery, il- 
literacy and all forms of social, national and 
racist oppression falls squarely on _ its 
shoulders. 

Since the example of socialism is exerting a 
growing power of attraction on the liberated 
states of Africa, Asia and Latin America, inter- 
national monopoly capital is employing every 
means of interfering in their internal affairs, 
and resorting to economic pressure and ideo- 
logical subversion. Yet on the strength of their 
own bitter experience the people in most of 
these countries see in capitalism not their 
hope, but their enemy. They are increasingly 
looking to socialism in their longing for 
justice, a decent life and peace. 

This explains why imperialism is directing the 
main thrust of its offensive against the so- 
cialist states, against living socialism and the 
world communist movement. In its fight 
against the working class in the developed 
capitalist countries, it will be recalled, it com- 
bines a militant anti-communism and _ anti- 
Sovietism with the propagation of the alleged 
possibility of reconciliation between classes, 
as expressed in the slogan of “‘social partner- 
ship”. It is worthy of note that imperialism is 
now increasingly advocating these doctrines 
in those countries of Africa, Asia and Latin 
America, which are dependent on capitalism. 
As regards those countries which are under- 
going revolutionary changes, the propaganda 
agencies of big business are primarily ex- 
tolling the ideology of what they describe as 
“‘democratic socialism’ or “‘socialism with a 
human face’. But never and nowhere have 
those who sing the praises of such a socialism 
ever managed to establish socialism. Socialism 
is a reality where the universally valid 
scientific doctrine of Marx, Engels and Lenin 
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is consistently applied and_ successfully 
translated into practice. 

Another stratagem used by bourgeois and 
Maoist quarters to sow confusion is the spread 
of their theories about the “superpowers” and 
the division of the world into ‘‘rich and poor” 
countries. These theories are designed to con- 
ceal the real causes of colonial and neo- 
colonial exploitation and to separate the pro- 
gressive forces in Africa, Asia and Latin 
America from the other revolutionary forces 
of our time. The aim is to induce them to co- 
operate with imperialism, although they would 
only stand to lose from such a relationship. 
The theories are intended to divert attention 
from the fact that there are in the so-called 
rich countries poor and rich, oppressed and 
oppressors. 

Certain quarters fear that social struggles 
might grow into a socialist revolution. They 
are seeking to contain the urge of peoples for 
radical changes, alleging that reforms provide 
the ‘‘only realistic’ way out of backwardness 
and oppression. 

The imperialist bourgeoisie and its ideologists 
are doing all in their power to blunt the anti- 
imperialist edge of the emergent national con- 
sciousness in the liberated countries by at- 
tempting to set nations, ethnic groups and 
tribes against each other and to embroil them 
in conflicts. The object is to continue the im- 
perialist policy of ‘‘divide and rule”, to 
hamstring joint action by all anti-imperialist 
forces. 

Now as before there can be no question of re- 
lations on an equal footing between capitalist 
industrial nations and countries of Africa, 
Asia and Latin America exploited by capital- 
ism. Theories which speak of ‘equal depen- 
dence” do not alter this fact in any way. In 
economic relationship determined by capital- 
ism those who are weaker economically are 
exploited by those who are in a stronger posi- 
tion. As we see it, this is the crux of the 
matter. 

Imperialist ideologists and politicians are com- 
ing up with ever new theories which provoke 
many discussions but do not take us any 
further. All they do is to disguise the pattern 
of inequality and dependence between the im- 
perialist states and the countries of Africa, 
Asia and Latin America. 

In our estimation, there is nothing to be 
gained by purely academic discussions about 
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the ‘North-South conflict’, the ‘‘contrast be- 
tween rich and poor”, the “disparities between 
oil-exporting and non-oil-exporting countries’ 
or the “‘gap between industrial and developing 
nations”. The struggle for the establishment 
of a new international economic order is an 
organic component of the entire anti-imperial- 
ist struggle. Hence the transformation of in- 
ternational economic relationships is a matter 
affecting all revolutionaries. It is a cause for 
which the progressive forces in Africa, Asia 
and Latin America are fighting shoulder to 
shoulder with the revolutionary labour move- 
ment in the strongholds of monopoly capital- 
ism and with the socialist countries. 

As past experience has shown, the countries of 
Africa, Asia and Latin America inevitably find 
themselves confronted with the neo-colonialist 
policies of imperialism in their striving for 
economic independence. By resorting to new 
and more flexible methods, the latter wants to 
keep them in their traditional state of depen- 
dence and secure, on a long-term basis, the 
plundering of their natural resources, the ex- 
ploitation of cheap labour and the existence of 
markets dependent on itself. Under present- 
day conditions the imperialists are putting 
greater emphasis than ever on the export of 
capital. Between 1970 and 1977 alone their 
capital export to the emergent nations more 
than tripled in absolute terms. 

Not least politicians in the USA and the 
Federal Republic of Germany, which are 
known to be among the mainstays of the racist 
régime in South Africa and of the Israeli ag- 
gressors, miss no opportunity to boast of their 
so-called development aid. However, they 
prefer to maintain a discreet silence over the 
rising profits taken out of these countries. 
After all, between 50 and 100 billion dollars 
in profits are squeezed out of these countries 
each year. This far exceeds the total volume of 
government-owned and private capital in- 
vested in these countries. 

Neither do multilateral arrangements as con- 
cluded between the EEC countries and a large 
number of states in Africa, the Caribbean and 
the Pacific provide a solution to the problem. 
Even if they take into account some eco- 
nomic demands of the developing countries, 
they represent, in essence, a continuation of 
the traditional pattern of dependence. In most 
of these countries it is being realized that such 
arrangements are no substitute for basic 


changes in the structure of international eco- 
nomic relationships on a democratic and equal 
footing. 

According to World Bank forecasts the aver- 
age per capita income of the developing coun- 
tries in 1990 will be less than one-twelfth that 
of the capitalist industrial nationals. Countries 
with a particularly low income are expected 
to attain less than one-fortieth of that figure. 
If in 1975 800 million people out of 2,100 
million were living in extreme poverty, the 
figure predicted for the year 2000 is 1,300 
million. The foreign debt of the developing 
countries is expected to exceed the 400,000 
million dollar mark by the end of this year. 
The urgent appeal of our friend and comrade 
Fidel Castro at the non-aligned summit in 
Havana that we should ‘fight together for a 
genuinely new world economic order from 
which all stand to gain” has not gone un- 
heeded in the GDR. We emphatically support 
demands to limit the power of international 
monopoly capital and to respect the national 
interests of the countries of Asia, Africa and 
Latin America in this area, just as in any 
other. 

Similarly, we have attached great importance 
to the 11th Special Session of the United Na- 
tions which dealt with concrete questions of a 
new international economic order and the in- 
ternational development strategy of the United 
Nations for the Third Development Decade. 
There has been clear evidence that the pro- 
gressive forces in the countries liberated from 
colonialism and those in the capitalist states as 
well as the socialist countries are in agreement 
on the basic issues of their joint struggle 
against imperialist neo-colonialism: 

If imperialism employs subtle neo-colonialist 
methods, this does not at all mean that it is 
giving up its attempts to carry out its expan- 
sionist and hegemonist policies by means of 
force, pressure and blackmail. Between 1946 
and 1975 the USA alone staged on 215 occa- 
sions armed interventions or threatened 
military force, several times even including 
the use of atomic weapons. 

Subversive methods are being increasingly 
developed and employed with a view to over- 
throwing revolutionary-democratic govern- 
ments, the arsenal including economic sabo- 
tage, trafficking in human beings and terrorist 
activities. The aim is to engender political 
instability and to create pretexts for un- 
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declared wars, such as that against revolu- 
tionary Afghanistan, or for direct military 
intervention, as is obviously being con- 
templated by the USA in the Persian Gulf. 
New facts are constantly coming to light which 
prove that imperialism remains aggressive in 
nature. 

Since the end of the Second World War in 
1945 more than 90 sovereign states have come 
into existence which have cast off the colonial 
yoke once and for all. In the international 
arena they are making an important contribu- 
tion to the struggle for peace, security and 
disarmament. It is with deep respect that we 
are observing and supporting their multi- 
farious activities. 

A lasting peace and steps to avert the danger 
of a nuclear world war are in the best interests 
of all nations. The socialist countries need 
peace in order to continue their successful 
work of building a new society and to im- 
plement their policies geared to the well-being 
of the people. Peace is needed by all forces 
fighting for social and national liberation, for 
it makes their struggle easier. Indeed, peace 
is mankind’s most precious possession. 

It can only give rise to concern if certain im- 
perialist quarters, primarily the USA and the 
FRG, step up NATO’s arms drive and escalate 
the arms race. They are out to gain military 
superiority over the socialist countries, creat- 
ing a direct threat to peace. This year alone 
NATO’s direct spending on arms is attaining 
the staggering sum ofalmost 200 billion dollars. 
Together with the money carmarked for the 
implementation of NATO’s 180 long-term 
modernization programmes, something like 
300 billion dollars is being spent by the 
NATO countries for military purposes. 

By the end of the ‘70s the USA had sed up 429 
major bases and 2,297 minor facilities abroad 
in furtherance of their imperialist designs. 
Currently, they are in the process of expand- 
ing this system still further. One G.I. out of 
four is now stationed outside the United 
States. The US President has declared entire 
regions of the world, notably the oil-rich 
areas, to be ‘‘national spheres of interest’ of 
the USA, threatening to employ military 
means to keep them in its orbit. 

All these decisions have not been taken over- 
night. Rather, the dangerous moves fit into a 
long-term pattern as reflected in the long- 
term arms programme which NATO adopted 
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in Washington and in the disastrous missile 
deployment decision taken in Brussels. The 
USA is systematically proceeding from a 
policy of détente to a policy of confrontation, 
seeking to commit the whole of NATO to this 
line. 

The ‘‘countervailing nuclear strategy” pro- 
claimed by the President of the USA is in- 
creasing the risk of nuclear war considerably. 
But the world’s peoples do not want ever more 
and ever newer weapons, what they want is an 
assured world peace and disarmament. 

Under socialism there is no one who profits 
from the manufacture of arms. Peace and so- 
cialism go together. This is borne out by the 
numerous moves that have been initiated by 
the Soviet Union, the GDR and the other 
Warsaw Treaty states, notably with a view to 
bringing about a solution to a key problem on 
which the successful handling of many other 
international issues depends. I am referring to 
the ending of the arms race and the need to 
back up political détente by disarmament. 
We are in favour of progressively reducing 
troop levels and armaments on the basis of the 
principle of equality and equal security. This 
idea has been set out in the proposals sub- 
mitted by the Political Consultative Commit- 
tee of the Warsaw Treaty states in May of this 
year. 

The GDR wholeheartedly endorses the memo- 
randum entitled ‘‘For peace and disarmament, 
for guarantees of international security” sub- 
mitted by the Soviet Union to the UN General 
Assembly. 

The imperialists, who are doing their utmost 
to prevent liberation struggles by the nations, 
demand that the revolutionary forces should 
maintain the political and social status quo as 
a prerequisite for détente and peaceful co- 
existence. But the maintenance of the interna- 
tional exploitation and discrimination brought 
about by imperialism can never serve peace. 
The peoples’ struggle for freedom and self- 
determination is at the same time a struggle 
for international understanding and peace. 
Therefore, the socialist countries will at all 
times support this just struggle. 

It goes without saying that this has nothing in 
common with an export of revolution. But 
likewise we take a determined stand against 
any export of counter-revolution. 

As in the past the myth of the “‘threat from 
the East’, the legend of an alleged threat to 
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the West from the Soviet Union and the War- 
saw Treaty is exploited by the imperialists to 
justify their own material and psychological 
preparations for war. We consider it an inte- 
gral part of the struggle for peace to unmask 
this “lie of the century”. 

The potential for peace in the world could be 
considerably larger if the present leaders in 
Peking did not pursue a hegemonistic and 
anti-Soviet policy. The alliance between. im- 
perialism and the Peking hegemonists presents 
a threat to world peace. This policy runs coun- 
ter to the interests of the nations of the world 
and, naturally, also counter to the interests of 
the Chinese people. 

The struggle against the arms race shows to 
what extent the primary objectives of the so- 
cialist countries, the international working- 
class movement and the national liberation 
movement converge. Their joint action has 
helped to shift the international balance of 
forces further in favour of world peace, de- 
mocracy and social progress. 

We are witnessing a growing resistance in the 
capitalist countries to the imperialist policy of 
the arms race and the resulting dangers to 
peace. As is borne out by the militant cam- 
paigns against the neutron bomb, the Brussels 
missile decision and other NATO steps to- 
wards an arms build-up, the working people 
of these countries are becoming increasingly 
aware of the disastrous consequences of the 
arms madness of their ruling classes and are 
taking a more resolute stand against them. 
The demands of many countries for world-wide 
détente and disarmament, which find par- 
ticular expression in the non-aligned move- 
ment, are growing more and more insistent. 
The 11th Special Session of the UN General 
Assembly time and again underlined the close 
connection between world-wide disarmament 
and the assurance of a development based on 
economic independence from the imperialist 
countries. 

The struggle for the creation of nuclear-free 


zones is more urgent than ever. The demand 


for demilitarizing the world’s oceans and 
transforming them into zones of peace has 
gained in importance. The countries of the 
Middle East and Western Asia are threatened 
by the imperialists’ aggressive global strategy. 
The massive militarization of the Indian 
Ocean is in sharp contradiction to the most 
vital interests of the peoples in this region, 


threatening the security interests of social- 
ism. 

There is no reasonable alternative to peaceful 
coexistence and détente throughout the world 
nor to arms limitation and disarmament. The 
states of the socialist community unswervingly 
support the continuation of this policy which 
was succesfully advanced in the seventies and 
has proved its viability. In future the struggle 
will not be easy either nor will successes fall 
into our laps. The broader the front of like- 
minded forces for peace and disarmament, the 
more effectively the forces of peace act in 
unison and offer determined resistance to the 
imperialists’ aggressive policies, the wider the 
opportunities of securing lasting peace 
throughout the world. 

If one looks at the facts as they are one finds 
that the weight carried by the socialist com- 
munity in the world is a powerful factor in the 
solution of the crucial issues facing mankind. 
The more socialism brings the advantages of 
its profoundly humanist order of society to 
bear, the more stable it becomes and the 
greater is its international influence. The so- 
cialist revolution, as is borne out by the ex- 
perience of the SED and the GDR, is a pro- 
longed historical process of fundamental socio- 
economic changes. At every step we have been 
aware of the fact that the basic question of 
any revolution is the question of power. In 
the GDR this question was solved irrevocably 
under the leadership of the SED in favour of 
the working class and its allies. We have con- 
tinued to strengthen the power of the workers 
and farmers and to defend it staunchly. This 
was and is the root cause of our successes. 
The German Democratic Republic, at the side 
of the Soviet Union and the other allied coun- 
tries, has undergone a stable development and 
grown into a cornerstone of peace in Europe. 
Our country provides further proof of the fact 
that only socialism is capable of ensuring 
material security and a sense of belonging, 
growing prosperity, equality of the sexes and 
a high level of education for all children in the 
country. The development of the workers’ and 
farmers’ state is accompanied by a steady 
advance of socialist democracy. 

Nobody can_deny the fact that the successes 
scored by socialism are of historical import in 
the confrontation with imperialism. 

Following their victory in the liberation strug- 
gle a number of countries set up a new, revo- 
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lutionary' state power. They started to na- 
tionalize the decisive means of production and 
organize production in the interests of the 
people. 

As Marxists-Leninists it fills us with satisfac- 
tion to note the revolutionary forces of these 
countries are turning their attention to the 
basic findings of scientific socialism and em- 
barking upon the road of socialist develop- 
ment under the leadership of revolutionary 
vanguard parties. These countries have already 
won impressive successes in eliminating the 
consequences of colonialism and implementing 
the rights of the people to education, work 
and respect for their dignity. 

The securing and successful continuation of 
the revolutionary process in these countries is 
enhanced by the interaction of all anti-im- 
perialist forces. Of great benefit in this pro- 
cess is the close alliance with the Soviet Union, 
the other countries of the socialist community 
and the international working-class movement. 
Another valuable aspect is the cooperation be- 
tween the parties and the exchange of ex- 
perience and opinions on questions of strategy 
and tactics. 

It is a well known fact that the countries of 
the socialist community render internationalist 
help to the progressive states. They assist them 
in political matters and to a growing extent in 
the economic, scientific and technological 
fields. But the contribution made by the so- 
cialist countries to the solution of the prob- 
lems facing these states is even more com- 
prehensive. Living socialism, on account of its 
expanded potential and its growing interna- 
tional influence, contains the imperialists’ 
striving for world hegemony, thus consider- 
ably expanding the range of action of these 
countries. Cooperation between the countries 
of the socialist community and the countries 
that have shaken off the yoke of colonialism 
is based on such internationally accepted 
norms as respect for national sovereignty and 
territorial integrity as well as non-interference 
in internal affairs, equal rights and mutual 
advantage. | 

It is evident to everybody that highly qualified 
cadres for the various spheres of social and 
economic life are crucial to the further ad- 
vance of Asian, African and Latin American 
countries along the road of social progress. 
Taking due account of the very interests of 
these countries, we therefore pay great atten- 
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tion to the training of local cadres. While the 
socialist countries assist them in a disin- 
terested manner in training their own national 
intelligentsia, the imperialist countries are 
impairing their intellectual potential by 
systematically enticing away many of their 
specialists. 

As our programme lays down, the Socialist 
Unity Party of Germany actively promotes the 
consolidation of the close alliance between the 
German Democratic Republic and the peoples 
of Africa, Asia and Latin America fighting 
against imperialism and neo-colonialism. It 
establishes friendly relations with them to 
mutual advantage. It promotes close coopera- 
tion and solidarity with them. Currently, our 
country maintains diplomatic relations with 87 
countries of Africa, Asia and Latin America. 
Since 1971 more than 350 treaties, inter- 
governmental agreements and special agree- 
ments at ministerial level have been con- 
cluded. They form a solid contractual basis 
for the expansion of mutual relations. These 
relations are marked by the spirit of friend- 
ship, trust, cooperation, solidarity and sup- 
port in the joint struggle for peace and social 
progress and against imperialism. 

Nobody today is unaware of the fact that the 
German Democratic Republic has broken with 
the German imperialist past once and for all 


and that it successfully develops friendly rela- 
tionson anequal footing with the African, Asian 
and Latin American countries. We will fulfil 
the treaties of friendship and cooperation and 
all the agreements concluded in the spirit and 
the letter. I would like to reassure the rep- 
resentatives of 116 communist parties, other 
revolutionary parties and national liberation 
movements gathered here at this conference 
that we shall continue, in line with our inter- 
nationalist policy, the struggle for peace and 
security in the world and consistently support 
the national liberation struggle waged against 
imperialism, colonialism, neo-colonialism and 
racism. 

Great achievements have been scored in the 
course of the last few decades in our joint 
struggle against imperialism. Much remains 
to be done. We are convinced that in the 
future our strength will lie in joint action. 
Our party and our socialist state will at all 
times be at the side of the fighters for na- 
tional and social liberation and against im- 
perialism. 

I wish the international scientific conference 
every success. 


Verlag Zeit im Bild Dresden 


Message of greeting sent by Kurt Seibt, Chairman of the Central 
Auditing Commission of the Socialist Unity Party of Germany and 
President of the Solidarity Committee of the GDR, to the President of the 
United Nations Council for Namibia, Paul Lusaka, to mark the opening 
of the Week of Solidarity with the People of Namibia 


23 October 1980 


It gives us great pleasure to convey to you 
on behalf of the GDR Solidarity Committee 
and all people of the German Democratic Re- 
public cordial greetings on the session of the 
UN Council for Namibia held on the occasion 
of the Week of Solidarity with the people of 
Namibia and its liberation movement, 
SWAPO. 

The people of the German Democratic Repub- 
lic have always supported the hard and sacri- 
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ficing struggle of the people of Namibia and 
are standing also at this juncture when the 
struggle has entered a new and decisive stage 
firmly at the side of the people of Namibia. 

SWAPO of Namibia as the legitimate repre- 
sentative of the people of Namibia has a major 
share in the achievements reached so far. We 
condemn all imperialist attempts seeking to 
circumvent SWAPO and to impose a neo- 
colonialist settlement in Namibia with a view 


to sustaining South Africa’s racist policies. The 
illegal occupation of Namibia by the South 
African regime of apartheid must be ended. 
Excellency, we are firmly convinced that the 
people of Namibia led by the liberation move- 
ment, SWAPO will succeed in gaining their 
right to independence and self-determination. 
In this effort, the United Nations Council for 
Namibia can give ample support. 


You may rest assured that the GDR will also 
in future render assistance to the people of 
Namibia guided by SWAPO in their just 
struggle. 


GDR Solidarity Committee Archives 


Speech delivered by Ambassador Peter Florin, Deputy Minister 

of Foreign Affairs and Permanent Representative of the GDR at the 
United Nations, at the XXXV session of the UN General Assembly, 
concerning the South African government's apartheid policy 


12 November 1980 


Once again the policy of aggression and terror 
of the apartheid régime of South Africa ap- 
pears on the agenda of the General Assembly 
of the United Nations. 

The struggle of the peoples of South Africa 
and Namibia to be able to exercise their in- 
alienable rights is being reinforced. The inde- 
pendence of Zimbabwe, which was achieved 
as result of many years of armed struggle, has 
even further reduced the radius of action of 
the racist régime. The opposition to apartheid 
in South Africa itself has become a broad 
based mass movement, and this opposition 
reflects the growing desire of the people of 
South Africa to eliminate apartheid and build 
a democratic system based on the exercise of 
the right to self-determination. 

The national liberation movement, which is 
daily showing itself to be a genuine defender 
of the interests of the people of South Africa, 
deserves full support. The efforts of socialist 
forces on all continents to oppose the cooper- 
ation between the imperialist states and mon- 
opolies and the apartheid racists, and effec- 
tively to isolate and finally eliminate this 
system of lawlessness, are gaining strength. 
This is a factor which should be taken into 
account as well by those who are trying to 
maintain South Africa as a bulwark against 
the ultimate liberation of the African continent 
from all forms of colonialism and racism. The 
struggle of the patriots of South Africa, and 
international solidarity with them on the part 


of all progressive forces, makes us certain that 
South Africa will also be freed from colonialist 
and racist oppression. 

The United Nations Special Committee against 
Apartheid should continue to mobilize the 
forces of world public opinion and the world 
public as a whole, and to provide further in- 
centives for struggle against apartheid. 
Despite protests throughout the world, the 
fascist régime of Pretoria is expanding its 
policy of apartheid and aggression. Terror, 
murder and forced resettlements have become 
an everyday practice in the apartheid state. 
Permit me in this regard merely to recall the 
recently reported murder of six anti-apartheid 
fighters in Port Elizabeth. The apartheid ré- 
gime is trying through demagoguery to hide 
its crimes and, as part of this effort, we can cite 
the so-called reforms being propagandized and 
loudly hailed by the Western mass media. 
These manoeuvres are essentially aimed at 
maintaining the apartheid régime even in the 
face of changes which have occurred. 

The United Nations Commission on Human 
Rights, in paragraph 231 of its document E/CN. 
4/Sub. 2/449, correctly concludes that 

“,..the apartheid system in South Africa is 
not simply a racial discrimination problem to 
be solved through education and political and 
social reforms. Rather, it has been increasingly 
understood that the essence of apartheid lies 
in the dispossession of the black population 
through the imposition of quasi-colonial rule, 
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and in the harnessing of the labour of the van- 
quished indigenous people through a variety 
of coercive measures for the profit of white 
investors, both South African and foreign.” 
This régime should be opposed, not by sup- 
porting the so-called reforms with which it is 
trying to paint a deceptive picture of peaceful 
change, but by demanding the elimination of 
any form of racist oppression and exploitation. 
Measures must be taken to put an end to the 
threat to peace from South Africa, and we 
must ask ourselves: how long will Pretoria 
continue to allow itself to attack neighbouring 
states with impunity? In the first half of this 
year alone, the South African aggressors have 
carried out 530 ground attacks and 27 air at- 
tacks on the provinces of southern Angola. 
Such acts of aggression against sovereign Afri- 
can states have no other goal than to destabi- 
lize the situation of those countries politically 
and economically, and to clear the way for the 
achievement of Pretoria’s expansionist plans. 
The undeclared war against those states is a 
challenge to all states which recognize the 
goals and principles of the United Nations. 
This recognition on our part requires appro- 
priate actions. 

In Namibia the Pretoria régime is continuing 
its illegal occupation and is forcing a so-called 
internal settlement. The results of the two 
years of negotiations on the implementation of 
a United Nations plan for Namibia leave no 
doubt that no success of any kind has been 
achieved in the area of promoting indepen- 
dence. Instead, new obstacles have been creat- 
ed by the racist occupying forces. Now South 
Africa is demanding what it calls “‘impar- 
tiality’” on the part of the United Nations 
There can be no impartiality which would be 
tantamount to placing the occupying forces 
and the representatives of the oppressed peo- 
ple on an equal level. 

The member states of the United Nations have 
set themselves the goal of achieving and im- 
plementing the independence of Namibia. 
What we need is not collusion with the designs 
of the racists, but support for the Namibian 
people and its legitimate representative, the 
South West Africa People’s Organization 
(SWAPO). The United Nations has all the 
means to force the apartheid régime to end its 
illegal occupation. Like the majority of states, 
we favour the application of those means. 


At the present time the forces of international. 
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reaction are increasing tension in the world. It 
is no coincidence that the apartheid régime 
turns precisely to those forces, speaking to 
them of shared interests. It speaks of the de- 
fence of a so-called white civilization against 
communism; nor is there any lack of proposals 
for the defence of the interests of the North 
Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) at play 
here. Are those not the same interests which 
guide certain Western political figures in 
making decisions on the development of rela- 
tions with the racist régime? 

Unfortunately imperialist forces have already 
been carefully protecting that régime for 
several decades now, financing the expansion 
of its machinery of cruel oppression, support- 
ing its economy and supplying its army with 
modern weapons. 

The United Nations Special Committee against 
Apartheid has, in document A/35/22/Add. 1, 
once again recalled the following facts: in 1978 
exports from the Federal Republic of Germany 
to South Africa increased by 37 per cent; thus 
the Federal Republic became South Africa's 
main supplier, followed by the United King- 
dom and the United States in second and third 
place, respectively. Foreign capital investments 
in South Africa increased from 5.8 billion rands 
in 1970 to 21.3 billion rands in 1977. Sixty- 
three per cent of those capital investments 
came from the countries of the European 
Economic Community and 24.1 per cent from 
America. The loan recently granted by Citicorp 
Bank and Western European banks for $250 
million shows that that support is continuing, 
not decreasing. 

Trade investments and the transfer of tech- 
nology have not promoted restraint among the 
racists, as in often claimed, nor have their 
benefits eased the fate of the oppressed peo- 
ple. They serve only the interests of profit- 
oriented monopolistic capital. Despite the em- 
bargo declared by the United Nations Security 
Council, cooperations is continuing with South 
Africa in the military area as well. The United 
Nations Security Council’s Committee on sanc- 
tions, in its recent report, contained in docu- 
ment S/14179, was forced to conclude that 
illicit transfers of arms and related materiel 
of all types to South Africa continue to take 
place. The links of foreign monopolies with 
the military industry of South Africa are many 
and multifarious. They range from the illegal 
supplying of arms to South African producers 


of military materiel by subsidiaries of inter- 
national monopolies to the granting of indu- 
strial licences to South African companies and 
the sale of equipment that can be used in both 
the civilian and military sectors of that 
country. 

Nuclear cooperation with the apartheid ré- 
gime in its nuclear-weapons efforts represents 
a particular threat to the peace. The prere- 
quisites for nuclear armament in South Africa 
were established by the training of South 
African specialists in the field and an exchange 
of such specialists with a certain country 
under the guise of a cultural agreement, as 
well as by the supplying of the appropriate 
licences and the furnishing of equipment for 
South Africa’s nuclear industry by imperialist 
monopolies. For example, the South African 
Deputy Minister of Defence, in an interview 
with the periodical Newsweek, stated that 
South Africa would not shrink from the use of 
its nuclear potential to carry out its expansion- 
ist goals. 

All states are obligated actively to oppose the 
policy of the apartheid régime, which threatens 
peace, and we must hope that the Security 
Council will take a decision on appropriate 
measures in that regard. 

The arms embargo approved in 1977 must be 
strictly complied with and must be extended 
in accordance with the proposals of the Com- 
mittee’ on sanctions. Broad economic sanctions 
must also be adopted, particularly with respect 


to an oil embargo. The convening of a con- 
ference on sanctions would promote the 
mobilization of all forces capable of furthering 
the isolation of the apartheid régime on the 
international scene, in accordance with Chapter 
VII of the United Nations Charter. That is the 
reaction required to meet the policy of apart- 
heid. 

In the interests of the African peoples and in 
the interests of peace, such measures must not 
be delayed any longer. 

For the socialist German state, which main- 
tains no relations of any sort with the racists, 
active, effective solidarity with the anti-colo- 
nial, anti-racist struggle of people is a matter 
of principle. As was recently stated by the 
General Secretary of the Central Committee 
of the Socialist Unity Party of Germany and 
Chairman of the Council of State of the Ger- 
man Democratic Republic, Mr Erich Honecker, 
in a recent talk with the President of the Afri- 
can National Congress of South Africa, Mr 
Tambo, the German Democratic Republic will 
continue firmly to support the peoples fighting 
for their national and social freedom. The Ger- 
man Democratic Republic is and will remain a 
loyal ally of the people of South Africa, fight- 
ing under the leadership of the African Na- 
tional Congress against the apartheid régime. 


Archives of the Ministry of Foreign Aftairs 
of the GDR 
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Statement delivered by Ambassador Peter Florin, Deputy Minister 

of Foreign Affairs and Permanent Representative of the GDR at the 
United Nations, on behalf of the delegations of the Byelorussian Soviet 
Socialist Republic, the People’s Republic of Bulgaria, the Hungarian 
People’s Republic, the Mongolian People’s Republic, the Polish People’s 
Republic, the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, 

the Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic, the Czechoslovak 

Socialist Republic, and the German Democratic Republic at the 

XXXV session of the UN General Assembly, in conjunction with the 
adoption of the International Development Strategy for the 1980s 


5 December 1980 


In connection with the adoption of the resolu- 
tion on the new international development 
strategy (Item 61 a) I am authorized to declare 
the following on behalf of the delegations of 
the Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Republic, the 
People’s Republic of Bulgaria, the Hungarian 
People’s Republic, the Mongolian People’s Re- 
public, the Polish People’s Republic, the Union 
of the Soviet Socialist Republics, the Ukrainian 
Soviet Socialist Republic, the Czechoslovak 
Socialist Republic, and the German Democratic 
Republic: 

Participating in the working out of this stra- 
tegy, our countries proceeded on the assump- 
tion that a document of this kind would exert 
a positive influence on the support for the 
developing countries’ struggle against im- 
perialist and neo-colonialist exploitation, pro- 
vided that it would reaffirm and extend the 
progressive stipulations contained in UN re- 
commendations on economic problems, in- 
cluding the Declaration on the Establishment 
of a New International Economic Order and 
the Charter of Economic Rights and Duties of 
States. 

In the course of the work of the Preparatory 
Committee of the UN General Assembly our 
delegations have submitted a number of work- 
ing documents reflecting our opinions on the 
new strategy. What we should like to stress is 
that the resolution just adopted contains, to 
a greater or smaller extent, such key stipula- 
tions as the link between development and the 
struggle for peace, security and disarmament; 
the necessity to abolish all obstacles put into 
the way of the developing countries by the 
policy of colonialism, imperialism and neo- 
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colonialism; and the task of bringing about 
progressive socio-economic transformations in 
the developing countries, such as the strength- 
ening of the public and cooperative sectors. 
In view of the above stipulations and a number 
of other positive stipulations in the document 
on the strategy whose aim is support for the 
developing countries’ endeavours to speed up 
their economic development, our countries 
considered it possible to adopt the resolution 
on the international strategy for the third 
United Nations development decade by con- 
sensus. 

Nevertheless, the delegations of our countries 
hold that unlike the Declaration on the Estab- 
lishment of a New International Economic 
Order and the Charter of Economic Rights 
and Duties of States, the new strategy contains 
only in a watered-down fashion, or not at all, 
such stipulations as the guarantee of the full 
and inalienable sovereignty of states over their 
natural resources and over their economic 
activities in general, including the right to 
nationalization; the prevention of interference 
by foreign capital and transnational monopo- 
lies in the developing countries’ internal af- 
fairs; the participation on the basis of equality 
of all countries in international economic rela- 
tions and the inadmissibility of discrimination 
on account of their differing socio-economic 
system. Although the strategy includes a stipu- 
lation on the inter-dependence of disarma- 
ment and development, there is a number of 
concrete proposals aimed at curbing the arms 
race and allocating additional means for devel- 
opment purposes—as was demanded above all 
by General Assembly Resolution 3039 


(XXVIII)-that should have been given larger 
coverage. 

There is no reflection at all of the stipulation 
on the right of states, territories and peoples 
to compensation for the exploitation and the 
damage they have suffered as a result of the 
policy of colonialism, neo-colonialism, racism 
and apartheid. 

Unfortunately a number of the shortcomings 
already to be found in the document on the 
second UN development decade were not re- 
moved in the new strategy. Above all, index 
figures were calculated without taking into ac- 
count national plans and development pro- 
grammes and thus lack a basis. Now as before, 
the role of external economic factors in the 
development of the developing countries can 
be found to be overestimated, especially as 
regards private foreign investment. No account 
whatever is taken of the fatal influence on the 
economy of the developing countries of profit 
transfer by the capitalist industrial countries 
and their transnational corporations. This also 
applies to the so-called brain drain which re- 
sults in enormous losses to the economies of 
the developing countries. 

As regards the stipulations on the transfer of 
a fixed portion of the gross national product 
for development aid as contained in the word- 
ing of the strategy, our countries deem it 
necessary to reaffirm their position on this 
issue, namely that it is unlawful to extend to 
the socialist countries demands and criteria 
regarding material and financial aid which the 
developing countries are justifiedly applying 
to the capitalist industrial countries. Such an 
approach obscures the fact that the imperialist 
states and their transnational monopolies are 
continuing the neo-colonialist exploitation of 
the developing countries, and ignores the 
fundamental difference between the socialist 
and the capitalist systems as well as the dif- 
ferent principles underlying foreign trade re- 
lations between socialist and developing 
countries. The many-sided assistance which the 
socialist countries extend to the developing 
nations has its source in the material values 


created through the disinterested labour of 
our peoples. 

By ccntrast, the so-called aid by capitalist in- 
dustrial countries only amounts to a negligible 
part of the riches of which they have robbed 
the developing countries in the colonial era 
and which they are today extorting through 
neo-colonialist exploitation. 

Our countries are willing to make a construc- 
tive contribution to the implementation of 
those aims and tasks of international develop- 
ment which they share and support. This con- 
tribution consists in the efforts being made 
by our countries to create an international 
political climate favourable to the implemen- 
tation of this strategy as well as in the support 
given to the developing countries interested in 
more rapid economic development on the basis 
of full equality, respect of sovereignty and 
mutual advantage. The directions and forms of 
this cooperation were laid down in detail at 
the 11th Special Session in a joint declaration 
of the delegations of our countries (Doc. A/S- 
11/AC.1/4, 3.9.80). 

In connection with the stipulation contained in 
paragraph 126 (c) on an expanded access to 
technologies for the generation of energy, in- 
cluding nuclear energy, our delegations con- 
sider it necessary to state that any activity in 
this field must comply with the agreed inter- 
national guarantees applied by the Inter- 
national Atomic Energy Agency on a non- 
discriminatory basis in order to effectively 
prevent the proliferation of nuclear weapons. 

In conclusion we should like to state expressly 
that the main precondition for a successful 
search for solutions to the global problems 
facing mankind, including the problems of ac- 
celerated economic and social development 
in the developing countries, consists in the 
strengthening of world peace and security 
and the preservation of détente as the leading 
trend in international development. 


Archives ot the Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
of the GDR 
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Telegram of greeting sent by the General Secretary of the Central 
Committee of the Socialist Unity Party of Germany and Chairman of the 
Council of State of the GDR, Erich Honecker, to UN Secretary-General 
Dr Kurt Waldheim, to mark the 20th anniversary of the adoption of the 
UN Declaration on the Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries 


and Peoples 


10 December 1980 


The twentieth anniversary of the adoption of 
the Declaration on the Granting of Indepen- 
dence to Colonial Countries and Peoples is 
occasion for me to reaffirm the solidarity of 
the German Democratic Republic with the 
peoples’ struggle for national and social libera- 
tion. 

The people of the German Democratic Repub- 
lic welcomes the commendable progress a- 
chieved in eliminating colonialism. Since the 
Second World War more than 90 nationally 
liberated states have emerged which are mak- 
ing great efforts to overcome the vestiges of 
colonial rule and to resist neo-colonial depend- 
ence. Their commitment to peace, disarma- 
ment and equal international cooperation is 
highly appreciated. Together with them, the 
German Democratic Republic strives for inter- 
national security, détente, universal implemen- 
tation of the right to self-determination and 
a democratic restructuring of international 
economic relations. 

As a matter of fact, millions of people continue 
to live under colonial and racial subjugation. 
The right to self-determination and indepen- 
dence as manifested by the Declaration ap- 
plies without exception to all nations. There- 
fore, the German Democratic Republic opposes 
all attempts to hamper decolonization and 
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misuse still dependent territories for aggres- 
sive military purposes. 

The German Democratic Republic condemns 
the terror of the apartheid regime, its illegal 
occupation of Namibia and its aggression 
against neighbouring states as well as the 
continued support of this regime by imperialist 
states and international corporations. The Ger- 
man Democratic Republic emphatically speaks 
out for the strict observance of the arms em- 
bargo, the prohibition of any nuclear collabo- 
ration with South Africa and for the imple- 
mentation of comprehensive economic sanc- 
tions. It extends solidarity and support to the 
people of Namibia and its legitimate liberation 
organization SWAPO in the struggle for na- 
tional independence and self-determination. 
The peoples will continue to fight until colo- 
nialism and apartheid will be completely 
eliminated, and they will score fresh successes 
in implementing their inalienable rights. I 
assure you, Mr Secretary-General, that the 
German Democratic Republic will also in the 
future contribute to the full implementation of 
the Declaration on the Granting of Indepen- 
dence to Colonial Countries and Peoples. 


Archives of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
of the GDR 


Speech delivered by GDR representative Ambassador Dr Harald Rose 
at the XXXV session of the UN General Assembly concerning the 
implementation of the UN Declaration on the Granting of Independence 


to Colonial Countries and Peoples 


10 December 1980 


I may be allowed to read out a message which 
the General Secretary of the Central Com- 
mittee of the Socialist Unity Party of Germany 
and Chairman of the Council of State of the 
German Democratic Republic, Erich Honecker, 
sent to the Secretary-General of the United 
Nations on the occassion of the 20th anniver- 
sary of the adoption of the Declaration on the 
Granting of Independence to Colonial Coun- 
tries and Peoples and I quote: 

“The twentieth anniversary of the adoption of 
the Declaration on the Granting of Independ- 
ence to Colonial Countries and Peoples is oc- 
cassion for me to reaffirm the solidarity of the 
German Democratic Republic with the peoples’ 
struggle for national and social liberation. 

The people of the German Democratic Repub- 
lic welcomes the commendable progress 
achieved in eliminating colonialism. Since the 
Second World War more than 90 nationally 
liberated states have emerged which are 
making great efforts to overcome the vestiges 
of colonial rule and to resist neo-colonial de- 
pendence. Their commitment to peace, dis- 
armament and equal international coopera- 
tion is highly appreciated. Together with them, 
the German Democratic Republic strives for 
international security, détente, universal im- 
plementation of the right to self-determination 
and a democratic restructuring of international 
economic relations. 

As a matter of fact, millions of people con- 
tinue to live under colonial and racial subjuga- 
tion. The right to self-determination and inde- 
pendence as manifested by the Declaration 
applies without exception to all nations. There- 
fore, the German Democratic Republic op- 
poses all attempts to hamper decolonization 
and misuse still dependent territories for ag- 
gressive military purposes. 

The German Democratic Republic condemns 
the terror of the apartheid regime, its illegal 
occupation of Namibia and its aggression 
against neighbouring states as well as the 
continued support of this regime by imperial- 


ist states and international corporations. The 
German Democratic Republic emphatically 
speaks out for the strict observance of the 
arms embargo, the prohibition of any nuclear 
collaboration with South Africa and for the 
implementation of comprehensive economic 
sanctions. It extends solidarity and support to 
the people of Namibia and its legitimate libera- 
tion organization SWAPO in the struggle for 
national independence and _ self-determina- 
tion. 

The peoples will continue to fight until colo- 
nialism and apartheid will be completely 
eliminated, and they will score fresh successes 
in implementing their inalienable rights. I 
assure you, Mr Secretary-General, that the 
German Democratic Republic will also in the 
future contribute to the full implementation of 
the Declaration on the Granting of Indepen- 
dence to Colonial Countries and Peoples.” 
The adoption on 14 December 1960 of the 
Declaration on the Granting of Independence 
to Colonial Countries and Peoples which was 
initiated by the Union of Soviet Socialist Re- 
publics, has marked the beginning of a new 
chapter in the activities undertaken by the 
United Nations Organization with a view to 
eliminating colonial oppression and exploita- 
tion. 

Commemorating the anniversary of the adop- 
tion of that Declaration, we commend the suc- 
cesses of the national and social liberation 
struggle of the peoples, successes that were 
achieved in a complicated and sacrificing 
struggle, as was proved by the latest example, 
namely the achievement of independence by 
Zimbabwe. 

Two decades are a historically short period of 
time during which, however, the political 
visage of our planet has considerably changed. 
The colonial empires of imperialism broke 
down and the liberated peoples have become 
a mighty international force. 

The peoples of the African, Asian and Latin 
American countries are on the point of emerg- 
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ing shaking off colonial, racist and neo-colo- 
nialist enslavement and beginning a life in 
freedom, independence and social progress. 
On the twentieth anniversary of the adoption 
of the said Declaration, we have to think also 
of the millions of people who are still denied 
their fundamental rights. To them goes our 
concern and solidarity first and foremost. 
Since long, we have been facing a situation in 
southern Africa where massive violations of 
human rights are coupled with dangers to the 
security of states. 

Southern Africa has developed into a danger- 
ous hotbed of conflicts. The threat to peace, 
emanating from the apartheid regime in South 
Africa, has considerably increased. 

In face of South Africa’s striving for nuclear 
weapons, which has become possible only 
thanks to the support from imperialist circles, 
that threat obtains a new dimension. The rulers 
in Pretoria try to preserve their power by 
means of brutal force, continue their illegal 
occupation of Namibia and escalate the acts 
of aggression perpetrated against Angola and 
Zambia. 

The illegal occupation of Namibia is continued. 
It must even be stated that South Africa, owing 
to the support rendered on the part of certain 
imperialist states, has saved time and created 
a number of facts designed to strengthen its 
illegal rule over Namibia, which is to be per- 
petuated by establishing a puppet regime. 
South Africa has expanded its military bases 
in Namibia and increased the manpower of its 
troops to 70,000. With the election farce of 
December 1978, with the constitution of a so- 
called National Assembly and a Council of 
Ministers as well as with the introduction of 
compulsary military service and the setting-up 
of armed territorial forces the so-called inter- 
nal solution for Namibia is to be advanced. 
Moreover, South Africa and its close friends 
try everything to misuse the United Nations 
Organization in order to undermine the posi- 
tions of SWAPO and to valorize its stooges 
in Windhoek so that Namibia, perhaps under 
a new flag, as a kind of bantustan continues 
to remain under Pretoria’s domination. 

The German Democratic Republic supports the 
opinion held by SWAPO and outlined in a 
press statement on 26 November this year 
“that the United Nations Secretary-General’s 
report does not contain new elements which 
indicate racist South Africa’s readiness to ac- 
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cept the implementation of Security Council 
resolutions 435 and 439”. 

The occupation regime again stipulates precon- 
ditions in order to further protract the process 
of implementing those resolutions. 

It is a neo-colonialist play that is to be con- 
cealed by nice words. “Impartiality” and 
“trust” are spoken about. As a regime which 
makes use of oppression and blackmail and 
violates the UN Charter day by day, South 
Africa has no right whatsoever to ask the 
question about the trustworthiness of the 
United Nations Organization or about its im- 
partiality. 

The United Nations Organization can and must 
advocate that Namibia gain its independence 
and the Namibian people implement their right 
to self-determination. 

It must demand of South Africa to swiftly 
fulfil the resolutions adopted by the Security 
Council. 

It is really time now to discontinue the policy 
of concessions and appeasement pursued vis- 
a-vis the aggressor. 

Also with regard to the small colonial terri- 
tories in the Atlantic, Pacific and Indian 
Oceans, the respective administrative authori- 
ties are never at a loss for attempts to preserve 
their rule over those territories in form of 
military presence or by more subtle means of 
neo-colonialist dependence. Guam, several is- 
lands of Micronesia, colonial territories in the 
Caribbean, and Diego Garcia had been con- 
verted into military bases which do not only 
constitute a serious obstacle to the peoples’ 
striving for independence and self-determina- 
tion but contribute to destabilizing the situa- 
tion and pose a threat to the states and peoples 
in the regions concerned. 

The increase in the military presence of the 
United States and other NATO members in 
the Indian Ocean makes the dangerous char- 
acter of that interventionist policy clear to 
see. The repeated demands by the United Na- 
tions Organization for the immediate disman- 
tling of the military bases and other military 
establishments in colonial territories and for 
guaranteeing the peoples their right to inde- 
pendence and self-determination, at last must 
be implemented. 

The liberty of Namibia and South Africa, the 
independence of all territories still under colo- 
nial rule, had long become reality, if all states 
acted in accordance with the provisions em- 


bodied in the United Nations Charter and in 
the United Nations Declaration on the Grant- 
ing of Independence to Colonial Countries and 
Peoples. 

Imperialist forces, however, impede the com- 
pletion of the process of decolonization. 
Instead of supporting the liberation struggle, 
they deprive the oppressed peoples of the 
right to defend themselves, with all means, 
against the colonialists and racists. 

Instead of working for the isolation of the 
South African racist regime, they expand their 
collaboration with it and prop up its rule. 
Instead of advocating the protection of natural 
resources of colonial peoples, they exploit 
those resources. Those forces are well-known. 
It is exactly those imperialist states and cor- 
porations which time and again have been 
named in UN documents, as for instance re- 
cently in the resolution on activities of foreign 
economic and other interests. 

It is the same circles which are seeking to 
include the whole of Africa in the range of 
NATO’s action, to forge a new military alli- 
ance in the southern Atlantic and to spread a 
net of imperialist bases over the Indian 
Ocean. 

The call of the South African foreign minister 
on the NATO Secretary-General speaks for 
itself. 

NATO’s interest in southern Africa was only 
recently underlined in an interview given by 
its Secretary-General to the French news 
agency AFP. 

All forms of violating the peoples’ inalienable 
rights and denying them their enjoyment, 
which are practiced in southern Africa and 
elsewhere, have one thing in common: They 
are to prevent peoples from deciding their 
own fate and choosing their own road of socio- 
economic progress, and pose a danger to inter- 
national security. In this context, we would 
like to call attention to the communique issued 
on the meeting of the leading representatives 
of the Warsaw Treaty member states in Mos- 
cow on 5 December 1980, which states inter 
alia: 

The hotbeds of military confrontation and ten- 
sion continue to exist in different regions of 
the world. New conflicts are emerging. The 
situation calls for increased vigilance in view 
of the aggressive designs of imperialist forces 
and of attempts by reactionary circles to 
undermine the positions of the socialist states, 


the developing countries and the national lib- 

eration movement. 

The comprehensive and consistent implementa- 

tion of the Declaration on the Granting of 

Independence to Colonial Countries and Peo- 

ples is a crucial issue, now as before. 

The United Nations Organization must con- 

tribute to the definite eradication of colonial 

and racial oppression by means of taking ap- 
propriate resolutions and implementing them. 

This is the obligation which the UN member 

states have undertaken according to the 

Charter. 

It is necessary to clearly point to the impedi- 

ments that obstruct the process of decoloniza- 

tion, and to help overcome them. 

With regard to southern Africa, all experiences 

show that good words do only encourage the 

racist regime in its intention to continue the 
policy of apartheid, occupation and aggres- 
sion. 

Therefore, it is imperative to immediately im- 

plement those measures to be taken under 

Chapter VII of the UN Charter, which were 

repeatedly demanded in UN General Assem- 

bly resolutions. 

The German Democratic Republic most reso- 

lutely demands that perceptible measures be 

taken against South Africa: 

1. The UN Security Council must consistently 
supervise the strict observance of the arms 
embargo binding on all UN members. 

2. The arms embargo must be extended to all 
fields of military and nuclear collusion with 
South Africa. 

3. Comprehensive economic sanctions, in par- 
ticular an oil embargo and an investment 
stop, must be imposed. 

The draft programme of action prepared by 

the Special Committee on the Situation with 

Regard to the Implementation of the Declara- 

tion on the Granting of Independence to Colo- 

nial Countries and Peoples concerning the 
rapid and complete implementation of the 

Declaration meets with the unrestricted ap- 

proval of the German Democratic Republic. 

It focuses on the major problems with a view 

to eliminating all remnants of colonialism, 

racism and apartheid and reflects the demands 
put forward by the majority of states. 

The oppressed peoples expect this programme 

to be strictly fulfilled, without reservations or 

even a watering down in respect of its con- 
tent. 
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The GDR will be advocating the immediate 
translation of that programme into reality. 
Our political, diplomatic and material support 
belongs in particular to the peoples of South 
Africa and Namibia and to their legitimate 
representatives, the national liberation move- 
ments ANC and SWAPO, respectively. 


That is the policy line which the German 
Democratic Republic is decided to pursue in 
the future as well. 


Archives of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
of the GDR 


Speech delivered by GDR representative Dr Siegfried Zachmann at the 
special session of the UN General Assembly to mark the 20th anni- 
versary of the adoption of the UN Declaration on the Granting of 
Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples 


12 December 1980 


I welcome this opportunity to address the 
General Assembly in my capacity as Chairman 
of the Group of Eastern European socialist 
States on the occasion of the twentieth anni- 
versary of the adoption of the historic De- 
claration on the Granting of Independence to 
Colonial Countries and Peoples initiated by 
the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics. This 
basic document of the United Nations, which 
is the most important one as regards de- 
colonization, has proved to be of extraordin- 
ary significance for the implementation of the 
purposes and principles enshrined in the 
Charter of the World Organization. That De- 
claration did and does form the basis for a 
large number of important decisions and 
activities by the United Nations Organization 
and its organs. The great effect the provi- 
sions of that Declaration have politically, 
morally and in terms of international law, is 
proven and undisputed. 

Over the past twenty years, the visage of the 
world and of our Organization has completely 
changed. In 1960—to mention but one ex- 
ample-vast areas of the African continent 
were still under colonial dependence. Since 
that time, more than sixty peoples have gained 
their national independence. Today, we wel- 
come those states as equal members of our 
international community. In the course of the 
implementation of resolution 1514 (XV), a 
large number of young independent states 
have emerged which today in this World Orga- 
nization exercise a decisive influence on the 
implementation of the purposes and prin- 
ciples embodied in the UN Charter. In the 
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international arena, they bring their voice to 
bear when it comes to safeguarding peace 
and détente, to actions to be taken against im- 
perialism, colonialism, apartheid and neo- 
colonialism, and to establishing equitable in- 
ternational economic relations. In this con- 
text, we wish to recall only such fora which 
are of importance for international politics, as 
for instance the summit meeting of the Move- 
ment of Non-aligned Countries held in 
Havana last year. The socialist countries 
closely cooperate with those states in im- 
plementing the common objectives of their 
foreign policies. 
Solidarity with the peoples’ struggle against 
colonialism and imperialism, for the socialist 
states has never been a matter of tactics but 
of principle. 

In consistently implementing UN General 
Assembly resolution 1514 (XV), they have 
rendered in the past—and will do so in the 
future—any necessary assistance, both material 
and moral, to the colonially oppressed peo- 
ples in their struggle in order to help them 
implement their right to self-determination 
and independence. The countries of our group 
have actively supported the process of decolo- 
nization, both politically and through di- 
plomatic activities within the United Nations 
and its bodies as well as in the international 
arena, and in moral and material terms vis- 
a-vis the liberation movements, the legitimate 
representatives of those peoples who are 
struggling for self-determination. Our coun- 
tries took an active part in the elaboration 
and implementation of the pertinent resolu- 


tions adopted by the General Assembly or the 
Security Council. They have resolutely op- 
posed any obstruction, manoeuvres and in- 
trigues by which imperialist circles have at- 
tempted to prevent the implementation of 
real self-determination. 

By means of new, neo-colonialist methods, im- 
perialist circles are seeking to keep those 
young states in their dependence. It is the 
same imperialist powers which are responsible 
that the Declaration on the Granting of In- 
dependence to Colonial Countries and Peo- 
ples has not yet been fully realized. The com- 
prehensive and consistent implementation of 
that Declaration remains also today a crucial 
issue for both the peoples in southern Africa 
and those in the small colonial territories 
located in the Atlantic, Pacific and Indian 
Oceans. The remnants of colonialism poison 
the international atmosphere and they are one 
of the sources for tensions and conflicts. 
Peoples in southern Africa have achieved sig- 
nificant successes under the guidance of their 
national liberation organizations. The Organi- 
zation of African Unity plays an important role 
in this struggle. Zimbabwe's attaining in- 
dependence was a victory for Africa as a 
whole. The national liberation struggle now is 
aiming at another concrete objective, namely 
to achieve independence for Namibia and to 
eliminate apartheid. 

The policy of apartheid pursued by the Pre- 
toria regime in South Africa, its illegal occu- 
pation and colonial subjugation of Namibia 
pose a direct threat to world peace and inter- 
national security. This must be met with ef- 
fective measures to isolate the apartheid re- 
gime worldwide. South Africa’s policy of ter- 
ror inward and its aggression outward must 
be responded by comprehensive coercive 
measures pursuant to Chapter VII of the UN 
Charter. All UN member states must strictly 
adhere to their obligations originating from 
the Charter, and to the resolutions of the 
Organization. 

Those circles which are supporting Pretoria in 
political, economic and military terms have to 
bear specific responsibility. Since long, it has 
been an open secret that the collaboration of 
imperialist states and monopolies with the 
racist regime in South Africa constitutes a 
main obstacle for the final decolonization of 
Africa. It impedes the implementation of the 
peoples’ right to genuine self-determination. 


We fully support the demands contained in 
the draft plan of action for the full implemen- 
tation of the Declaration on the Granting of 
Independence to Colonial Countries and Peo- 
ples (see document A/35/413, Annex II). 
Those demands include, inter alia, the dis- 
continuance of any form of political, military 
and other collaboration with South Africa. We 
are deeply concerned about the manoeuvres 
launched by South Africa for the purpose of 
undermining the decisions adopted by the 
Security Council with regard to Namibia. A 
settlement of the Namibia issue can only be 
arrived at on the basis of the relevant Security 
Council resolutions, particularly resolutions 
385 (1976), 432 and 435 (1978). The socialist 
states support and assist SWAPO, the sole 
legitimate representative of the people of 
Namibia. 

As regards the so-called small colonial ter- 
ritories in the Pacific, the Atlantic and: Indian 
Oceans, it is imperative to fully and uncon- 
ditionally apply the provisions of the Declara- 
tion to them as well. The right of those peo- 
ples to self-determination must not be sacri- 
ficed to military and strategic interests fol- 
lowed by the colonial powers. 

Today, twenty years after the adoption of the 
historic Declaration on the Granting of In- 
dependence to Colonial Countries and Peo- 
ples, the struggle for the elimination of all 
forms and manifestations of colonialism, rac- 
ism and apartheid forms integral part of the 
quest of progressive forces in all continents 
for peace, disarmament and social progress. 
The twentieth anniversary of the adoption of 
the Declaration on the Granting of Indepen- 
dence to Colonial Countries and Peoples, for 
the Eastern European socialist states is oc- 
casion to continue and intensify their efforts 
aimed at the speedy and final eradication of 
the remnants of colonialism and racism. They 
will do this within the framework of the 
United Nations Organization and its organs, 
and they will continue rendering all-round 
support and assistance to the national libera- 
tion organizations, the legitimate representa- 
tives of the peoples struggling for their in- 
dependence and for the implementation of 
their right to self-determination. 


Archives of the Ministry of Foreign Aftairs 
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Speech delivered by Dr Heinrich Toeplitz, President of the Supreme 
Court of the GDR and Chairman of the GDR Committee for the UN 
Decade of Action to Combat Racism and Racial Discrimination, at a 
festive function held to mark the 20th anniversary of the adoption of the 
Declaration on the Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries and 


Peoples 


14 December 1980 


It is both a great pleasure and honour for me 
to be able to welcome high-ranking guests at 
today’s festive Committee meeting. 

I would like to extend a particularly warm 
welcome to the representatives of the Diplo- 
matic Corps and the national liberation move- 
ments ANC and SWAPO. 

Your participation is an expression of the 
great importance you attach to the struggle of 
the peoples for the implementation of the De- 
claration on the Granting of Independence to 
Colonial Countries and Peoples. 

It gives us particular pleasure to have the op- 
portunity to hold this important meeting of 
our Committee in a factory whose production 
is linked in many ways with the struggle of 
the peoples against colonialism and neo-colo- 
nialism, for national independence and social 
progress. It is therefore my desire to extend 
our heartfelt gratitude to the workers and the 
management of VEB IFA-Kombinat for their 
solidarity and support. 

At the same time, we wish you further great 
success in fulfilling your planned production 
targets. The lorries your combine produces 
are an important factor for strengthening the 
GDR’s international standing and the friend- 
ship and cooperation between the GDR and 
the young national states freed from colonial 
oppression. 

The Declaration on the Granting of Indepen- 
dence to Colonial Countries and Peoples 
initiated by the USSR and adopted by the UN 
General Assembly on 14 December 1960 has 
been of outstanding importance for the 
ongoing struggle of the peace-loving people 
against all forms of colonial and racial op- 
pression, for freedom and independence. It 
lent new impetus to the national liberation 
movements in colonial countries. They mobil- 
ized their forces and, in the forefront of their 
people, delivered heavy blows against their 
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oppressors. The struggle for national libera- 
tion, for independence and social progress has 
its roots in the Great October Socialist Revolu- 
tion which ushered in a new stage in the 
history of humanity. After the victory of the 
Anti-Hitler Coalition over German fascism in 
1945 many peoples shook off the yoke of 
foreign oppression. Thus in the period since 
the adoption of the Declaration alone, more 
than 50 independent and sovereign national 
states have emerged, which today hold a re- 
spected and equal position in the great family 
of nations of the UN. 

At the same time, this development funda- 
mentally changed the political map of the 
world, considerably narrowing the sphere of 
influence of colonialists, neo-colonialists and 
racists. 

Since the adoption of the Declaration on the 
Granting of Independence to Colonial Coun- 
tries and Peoples, the USSR and the socialist 
fraternal states have consistently supported 
the implementation of the aims of the De- 
claration. It gives us great satisfaction that the 
GDR ranks among those states which, at the 
side of the progressive and peace-loving forces 
throughout the world, thanks to their active 
solidarity have a considerable share in this 
successful development. 

The struggle for the complete realization of 
the Declaration on the Granting of Indepen- 
dence to Colonial Countries and Peoples is not 
yet over. This fight is a component part of 
the enourmous endeavours of all peace-loving 
forces across the world to resolutely oppose 
the threats to peace and international security 
flaring up in various regions. There are grow- 
ing demands for united action of all progres- 
sive states and peoples to render ineffective 
imperialist attempts at aggravating the arms 
race to gain military superiority and to push 
the world back into the cold war period by 


setting up new military bases and operational 
zones. 

A closer look at the international situation 
reveals that in the most varied areas domi- 
nated by imperialist states there are still colo- 
nially and racially oppressed people whose 
human rights and dignity are being trampled 
underfoot and whose territories are being 
misused and exploited for acts of military 
agression. 

The right to self-determination and indepen- 
dence enshrined in the UN Charter and reaf- 
firmed by the Declaration of 1960 is valid for 
all peoples without exception. The continua- 
tion of colonial dependence and the use of 
dependent territories for aggressive military 
aims, for the extension of a network of im- 
perialist bases directed against the security 
and national sovereignty of many states are 
incompatible with this established right. 

The same importance must be attached to the 
struggle against racial propaganda since the 
propagation of racism in all its forms and 
shades is part and parcel of the oppression 
linked with racial discrimination. The dis- 
semination of racist ideas runs directly coun- 
ter to the promotion of international under- 
standing, undermines the implementation of 
human rights and because of the frontier- 
transcending of the mass media, becomes an 
actual threat to peace. 

The socialist states have always vigorously 
advocated the prohibition and punishment of 
racial propaganda and persistently supported 
relevant UN resolutions. The German Demo- 
cratic Republic has banished racism and racial 
discrimination for ever from our socialist 
society. Article 6 of our Constitution reads: 
(5) Militarist and revanchist propaganda in 
all forms war-mongering and the manifesta- 
tion of hatred against other creeds, races and 
nations shall be punished as crimes.” 

From this meeting we call on the United Na- 
tions, an organization born of the struggle 
against fascism, and request that it initiate and 
implement decisive measures that fascism, 
Nazism and their modern forms will never 
again raise their heads. In view of recent neo- 
fascist attacks in Italy, France and the FRG 
this remains a task of utmost relevance and a 
fundamental current international political 
issue which still has to be solved. The re- 
sponsible work of the majority of states, 
among them the German Democratic Republic 
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as well as many international and national 
public organizations, have helped to unmask 
and expose the criminal policy of the im- 
perialist and racial regimes. In the course of 
this the awareness has grown that apart from 
racist practices in southern Africa and in the 
Israeli-occupied areas of the Middle East, 
there are also many other areas in the world 
where colonial and neo-colonial oppression and 
racial discrimination exist, constituting mas- 
sive and systematic human rights violations. 

It is becoming increasingly evident that colo- 
nialism and neo-colonialism are but two sides 
of the same imperialist coin whose policy is 
based on the exploitation and enslavement of 
all people under its domination. 

The discussions and resolutions of the current 
XXXV session of the UN General Assembly 
have shown that the debates on the implemen- 
tation of the inalienable national and social 
rights of the peoples still under colonial and 
racial oppression have entered a new stage. 
On various occasions, leading representatives 
of imperialist states habe expressed their: re- 
jection of racism and racial discrimination. 
This was evidently intended to mislead world 
public opinion for in practice they show a 
quite different attitude. 

The present state of affairs can be charac- 
terized as follows: on the one hand, the vast 
majority of peoples have declared war on 
colonialism, neo-colonialism, racism and racial 
discrimination mobilizing ever greater sec- 
tions of people for this struggle; on the other 
hand, imperialism and reaction are lining up 
their forces. Their frantic quest for maximum 
profits is driving them to expand their 
strategic positions in the economies and 
politics of the countries they dominate, to 
continue plundering important mineral re- 
sources and to push back or smash the libera- 
tion struggle of the peoples. 

A whole array of methods is available for this 
including military intervention, economic 
pressure, ideological subversion as well as 
diplomatic manoeuvres. The ways in which 
these are employed derive from the most 
brutal practices of colonial and racist exploita- 
tion ranging from the mass murder of peace- 
ful demonstrators, the torture and murder of 
steadfast patriots, stripping the native popula- 
tion of its political and social rights, down to 
military threat and aggression. 

The catalogue of crimes committed under such. 
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a policy is unending and the suffering heaped 
on the people immense. 

The occupation of Namibia by South African 
racists is continuing, with the territory of the 
country being misused as a basis for aggres- 
sion against the peaceful neighbouring states 
of Angola and Zambia. 

In the first half of this year alone, South 
African aggressors launched 530 attacks and 
27 air raids on south Angolan provinces from 
Namibian territory. 

Under the leadership of their national libera- 
tion movements particularly in southern 
Africa the people still racially oppressed and 
exploited have demonstrated in large-scale 
campaigns their determination to smash racist 
policies as one of the most repulsive forms of 
imperialist striving for power and a perma- 
nent threat to peace and the equality of peo- 
ples. 

South Africa is the main bulwark of racist 
power. Fascist terror and the unscrupulous 
use of force are chief pillars of Pretoria’s 
apartheid policy. In order to obtain cheap 
labour, families are torn apart,.and two mil- 
lion people have been deported from their 
native areas to make a bare living in ghettos 
called ‘‘Bantustans”. 

This regime does not even stop at using 
military force against young people and 
school students. In South Africa, there is an 
intimate, extremely widespread, highly per- 
fected and institutionalized collaboration be- 
tween the main imperialist powers, interna- 
tional monopoly capital and the racist clique. 
The aim of this conspiracy is to strengthen 
the function of southern Africa as a bastion 
against the African people’s desire for free- 
dom and as a breakwater against the libera- 
tion movement. 

The NATO countries and the transnational 
corporations are the backers of the rulers in 
Pretoria. They are acting in contravention of 
the boycotts imposed by the UN and continue 
to ignore the growing protest of world public 
opinion. The political, economic and military 
assistance rendered includes the know-how for 
producing the latest military technology and 
nuclear weapons. Not a single month goes by 
without new evidence of this unholy alliance 
coming to light. 

The documentary films ‘‘The nuclear file’ 
and ‘’Hot shells—arms sales to South Africa” 
give an impressive and alarming picture of 
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how the military and nuclear collaboration of 
imperialist states and transnational corpora- 
tions with South Africa is being continued 
under gross violation of UN resolutions. 
Today, South Africa ranks among the ten 
major arms producers of the western world. 
Quoting statements by South African scientists 
the London ‘‘Times” writes that due to its 
close cooperation with NATO countries in the 
field of nuclear arms technology and _ its 
substantial uranium resources South Africa is 
perfectly able to produce its own nuclear 
weapons. Racists laying their hands on atomic 
weapons would mean the world falling back 
into.a state of barbarism. 

All recent international conferences and 
seminars of UN bodies dealing with the strug- 
gle against racism and racial discrimination 
in cooperation with non-governmental or- 
ganizations, have unequivocally shown that 
the position of the native population has con- 
tinuously worsened both in absolute terms and 
in relation to the privileged whites and that, 
despite wordy reassurances of certain govern- 
ments about the rejection of apartheid policy, 
the supply of strategic resources and weapons 
to the racists is being continued at a still 
greater rate. 

The states backing the terror regime in South 
Africa share the responsibility for the 
ongoing enslavement of millions of people 
and for the racist occupation of Namibia. 
During their thirty years of rule, the apart- 
heid protagonists have shown that neither the 
South African racists nor the imperialist states 
and monopolies with which they collaborate 
are prepared voluntarily to give up the ex- 
ploitation and oppression of the native 
population. 

At a hearing before the UN Anti-Apartheid 
Committee it was shown that the US magazine 
Soldier of fortune continues to recruit merce- 
naries for operations to oppress the black 
population as well as for aggressive acts 
against peaceful neighbouring countries under 
the command of the South African racists 
with the knowledge and the approval of the 
CIA and the Pentagon. 

There is hardly more striking evidence of the 
policy of the imperialist states with regard to 
South Africa. They want to keep the apartheid 
state alive in order to preserve and extend 
their spheres of influence and exploitation. 
Such a policy results in growing impoverish- 


ment and exploitation of the Black majority 
and increasingly threatens peaceful neigh- 
bouring states and world peace. 

A whole number of states, among them the 
GDR and the other socialist countries, have 
repeatedly demonstrated that racism, racial 
discrimination and apartheid are a violation 
of all human rights. 

Racism and apartheid are not simply the ex- 
cesses of individual psychopaths, but a system- 
related crime against humanity to secure 
profits for international monopolies, to 
preserve colonial exploitation and oppression 
and to incite people and nations to emnity. 
There is growing understanding among the 
majority of peoples throughout the world that 
this danger must be met by increasing the 
support for the just struggle of the oppressed 
peoples and by concrete and effective meas- 
ures bringing about the international isola- 
tion of the racists. 

In his speech at the 12th plenary session of 
the SED Central Committee Comrade Erich 
Honecker stated that ‘‘the reasons for the ag- 
gravation of the international situation, for the 
stirring up of tensions in various regions, must 
be traced back to the most reactionary im- 
perialist circles which are trying to give world 
developments another direction to that laid 
down in the Helsinki Final Act.” 

This concern has also been expressed by many 
speakers at the present XXXV session of the 
UN General Assembly. The struggle for 
peace, detente and disarmament, for freedom 
and national independence, for social progress 
and the liquidation of the last bulwarks of 
racism and racial discrimination must be 
fought with even more determination and 
resolution in the 1980s. Only to the extent 
that we manage to ease international tensions, 
and to push back the adversaries of detente 
and peaceful cooperation based on equality, 
will we enable all peoples to enjoy social 
progress in a climate of security and trustful 
cooperation. 

The people of the German Democratic Re- 
public is guided by the conviction that the 
efforts of all forces for the final elimination 
of colonial and racial exploitation and oppres- 
sion are an integral part of the struggle of all 
peoples for peace, international security, dis- 
armament and social progress. This is why it 
is necessary to render all-out assistance to the 
struggle of the peoples of South Africa and 
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Namibia and their legitimate liberation move- 
ments ANC and SWAPO for the realization of 
their inalienable rights. 

Indeed, decisive und effective measures are 
needed in the face of escalating aggressive 
acts by the apartheid regime against sovereign 
states, the manoeuvres of South Africa to 
preserve its illegal rule in Namibia and the 
ambitions of Pretoria for nuclear weapons 
adding to the danger to world peace. This is 
the import of the appeal issued by the United 
Nations to all states and peoples. 

I would like to stress that the German Demo- 
cratic Republic abides by all sanctions im- 
posed on the racist regime in Pretoria and 
does not maintain any relations with this 
state. The German Democratic Republic sup- 
ports all effective measures and sanctions 
which aim at the speedy and complete isola- 
tion of the apartheid regime, and its early 
liquidaticn. In this sense the GDR, being a 
member of the UN Security Council and the 
UN Special Committee against Apartheid, is 
working actively in the governmental and 
social field for the implementation of all UN 
resolutions directed against apartheid and 
racial discrimination. 

The GDR will continue resolutely to support 
effective economic sanctions as well as a com- 
prehensive financial, oil and arms embargo 
and the termination of all nuclear coopera- 
tion with the apartheid regime. 

Since the decision of the UN to proclaim the 
period 1973 to 1983 as a Decade of Action to 
Combat Racism and Racial Discrimination, 
great successes have seen scored thanks to the 
active work of progressive states, government 
and non-governmental organizations, but parti- 
cularly thanks to the heroic struggle of the peo- 
ples and their liberation organizations against 
colonialism, racism, apartheid, for national 
and social independence. The victory of the 
people of Zimbabwe over its colonial and 
racial enemies strengthens our conviction that 
neither force nor terror, hypocrisy or fraud 
will deter the people still living in colonial 
and racial enslavement from shaking off their 
serfdom and building up a happy and mean- 
ingful life for all working people. 

They embody the strength and the determina- 
tion that the long and hard struggle against 
racial oppression shall end in victory. They 
merit all moral and material support. This 
humanistic aim is a heartfelt obligation for the 
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people and the government of the German 
Democratic Republic. 

In this spirit in the international field the 
GDR is a reliable ally of all peoples still fight- 
ing for their national and social liberation. We 
will continue to support the anti-colonial and 


anti-racist struggle in all areas with active 
solidarity. 


Archives of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
of the GDR 


Statement issued by the GDR Committee for the UN Decade of Action 
to Combat Racism and Racial Discrimination on the occasion of the 
20th anniversary of the adoption of the Declaration on the Granting 
of Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples 


14 December 1980 


The Declaration on the Granting of Indepen- 
dence to Colonial Countries and Peoples, 
adopted by the United Nations General As- 
sembly on 14 December 1960, has been essen- 
tial in the struggle of peace-loving forces 
against all forms of colonialist and racist op- 
pression. The sponsor of that instrument, 
which assumed great importance in the peo- 
ples’ efforts to secure peace, independence 
and self-determination was the Soviet Union. 
Since the Declaration was adopted twenty 
years ago, more than fifty countries have won 
their national independence and joined, as 
equal and respected states, the world-wide 
front fighting for peace, détente and disarma- 
ment. The Declaration thus proved to have 
been politically timely and historically neces- 
sary, consistent with the aspirations and the 
action of peoples for freedom, independence 
and social progress. 

As a faithful ally the people of the German 
Democratic Republic hail the great progress 
achieved by the liberation movement in the 
endeavour to promote international security, 
to give effect to the right of peoples to:self- 
determination on a world-wide scale, and to 
conduct relations among states on a basis of 
equality. However, we cannot overlook the 
fact that millions of people in different re- 
gions of our globe are still living under colo- 
nialist and racist oppression. Therefore we 
take a resolute stand against the subsistence 
of colonial dependence and the abuse of 
dependent territories for aggressive military 
purposes. The expansion of the system of im- 
perialist bases is a menace to the security and 
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national sovereignty of numerous states and 
a danger to world peace. 

We strongly condemn the policy of imperialist 
states and transnational corporations trying 
to perpetuate colonialist exploitation and sup- 
pression in still dependent territories and 
seeking to further expand their political and 
economic domination. We are alarmed at the 
terrorism and discrimination against national 
minorities which have exacerbated recently in 
a number of capitalist countries due to the 
rapid growth of fascist and neo-Nazi activities. 
It is high time to effectively oppose the spread 
of fascist propaganda and racist ideas and to 
ensure that fascism and Nazism are deprived 
of their ideological base. 

The escalation of acts of aggression by the 
apartheid regime against sovereign states, the 
manoeuvres of South Africa to maintain its 
illegal rule in Namibia, and the increasing 
danger to international peace resulting from 
Pretoria’s ambitions to obtain nuclear weapons 
call for determined and effective action by all 
states and peoples which are interested in 
peace and détente. 

In agreement with the United Nations Charter 
and the Declaration of 14 December 1960, we 
insist that an end be put to colonialist and 
racist oppression and measures be taken 
swiftly to allow peoples to accede from colo- 
nial domination to national and social in- 
dependence. 

We demand determined action and effective 
steps for the final liquidation of all manifesta- 
tions of racism and racial discrimination, 
particularly of apartheid, which constitute 


permanent dangers to the peace and the living 
together of peoples on equal terms as well as 
a flagrant and massive violation of human 
rights. We reiterate our firm solidarity with 
the struggle of the peoples of South Africa and 
Namibia and their liberation organizations, 
ANC and SWAPO, for the attainment of their 
legitimate rights. The twentieth anniversary 
of the adoption of the Declaration on the 


Granting of Independence to Colonial Coun- 
tries and Peoples by the United Nations is an 
occasion for us to state once again that we, 
citizens of the German Democratic Republic, 
will continue our permanent and consistent 
support to the peoples struggling for their 
national and social freedom. 


GDR Solidarity Committee. Archives 


Statement made by the delegations of the Byelorussian Soviet Socialist 
Republic, the People’s Republic of Bulgaria, the Czechoslovak Socialist 
Republic, the German Democratic Republic, the Mongolian People’s 
Republic, the Polish People’s Republic, the Union of Soviet Socialist 
Republics, the Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic, the Hungarian 
People’s Republic and the Socialist Republic of Vietnam at the XI special 
session of the UN General Assembly (25 August to 12 September 1980 
in New York), on the contribution rendered by these socialist member 
countries of the Concil for Mutual Economic Assistance to implementing 
the objectives and targets of the International Development Strategy 

for the Third United Nations Development Decade (UN document 


A/S-11 (AC 1/4) 


17 December 1980* 


Sharing and upholding the progressive goals 
of the international development strategy for 
the 1980s, 

Reaffirming their position, which they have 
repeatedly set forth both within and outside 
the United Nations system, concerning the 
ways and means of bringing about economic 
and social progress throughout the world, 
Expressing their support for the desire of the 
developing countries of Asia, Africa and Latin 
America finally to cast off the shackles of 
colonialism and neo-colonialism and over- 
come their economic backwardness, 
Stressing, in this regard, the importance of 
progressive changes with a view to the crea- 
tion of independent national economies, 
Convinced that the strengthening of peace 
and security, the deepening of the process of 
détente and the further implementation of the 
principles of peaceful coexistence of states 
with different social systems are essential con- 
ditions and prerequisites for mutually bene- 


ficial international economic cooperation 
based on equal rights and for the solution of 
the global problems confronting mankind, 
Desiring that the new strategy, taking into ac- 
count the interests of all countries, should 
truly promote the restructuring of interna- 
tional economic relations on a just and demo- 
cratic basis and the realization of the pro- 
gressive provisions of the Declaration on the 
Establishment of a New International Eco- 
nomic Order and of the Charter of Economic 
Rights and Duties of States, 

Expressing their willingness to assist, to the 
extent of their capacity, in fulfilling those 
goals and tasks of the international develop- 
ment strategy for the third United Nations 
Development Decade that they share and up- 
hold, 

The delegations of the above-mentioned so- 


‘cialist member countries of the Council for 


Mutual Economic Assistance declare that those 
countries’ efforts to achieve the progressive 
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goals and tasks of the international strategy 
for the third United Nations Development 
Decade will take forms that are in keeping 
with their socio-economic structure and the 
underlying principles of their foreign eco- 
nomic ties—complete equality, non-discrimina- 
tion, mutual benefit, cooperation among all 
states irrespective of their economic and so- 
cial systems, non-interference in internal af- 
fairs, and respect for sovereignty. The socialist 
countries will take the following steps in this 
regard: 


1. Considering the close link between the 
restructuring of international economic rela- 
tions and progress in limiting the arms race, 
in disarmament and in strengthening peace 
and security, the socialist countries will con- 
tinue to work actively, both within and outside 
the United Nations, for the implementation of 
the proposals they have advanced concerning 
disarmament and political and military: dé- 
tente, since this would permit states to devote 
to the goals of development the ever-increas- 
ing portion of their resources which is today 
spent on the proliferation of weapons. The so- 
cialist countries will therefore consistently 
advocate a reduction in military budgets by 
the states permanent members of the Security 
Council and other states with major economic 
and military potential and the use of the re- 
sources released as a result of such a reduc- 
tion to promote the socio-economic develop- 
ment of peoples, particularly assistance to 
developing countries as provided for in 
United Nations General Assembly resolution 
3093 (XXVIII) and the proposals made by the 
socialist countries at the May 1978 special ses- 
sion of the General Assembly devoted to dis- 
armament. 

The socialist countries of course expect other 
states to show the same political will and 
work actively both within and outside the 
United Nations to promote progress towards 
disarmament and the deepening of détente. 


2. The socialist countries reaffirm their wil- 
lingness to support, as in the past, the struggle 
by countries and peoples to rid themselves 
without delay of the remnants of colonialism, 
neo-colonialism, apartheid, racial discrimina- 
tion and all forms of foreign’ aggression and 
occupation, hegemonism, expansionism, inter- 
ference in internal affairs, and imperialist ex- 
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ploitation, which constitute the main obstacles 
to the economic liberation and social progress 
of the developing countries and the elimina- 
tion of which is vital to the success of the 
strategy. The socialist countries resolutely 
condemn the policy of creating constant inter- 
national tension, of blackmail, of threats to the 
security of sovereign states, of subversion, of 
economic pressure, and of embargo and 
blockade. They are prepared to go on giving 
assitance of all kinds to national liberation 
movements and peoples in their just struggle 
for national sovereignty, territorial integrity 
and the exercise of all other inalienable rights, 
including the right to self-determination. The 
socialist states support the claims of devel- 
oping countries against former colonial pow- 
ers for compensation for the harm done to 
them through colonialist and neo-colonialist 
exploitation. 


3. The socialist countries are convinced that 
the international development strategy for the 
1980s cannot prove successful unless it is 
underpinned in the developing countries by 
progressive socio-economic changes, the mo- 
bilization of those countries’ domestic re- 
sources and an intensification of their efforts 
to create and develop independent national 
economies by, among other things, strengthen- 
ing the sovereignty of countries over their 
natural resources and all areas of economic 
activity and turning their foreign economic 
ties into an effective instrument for hastening 
economic development. 


4. The socialist countries, which are, within 
the framework of the Council for Mutual Eco- 
nomic Assistance, evolving economic co- 
operation among themselves on the basis of 
genuine equality, will continue to strive for 
the elimination of all manifestations of dicta- 
tion and exploitation in international economic 
relations and the eradication of discrimina- 
tion, protectionism and all other artificial 
hindrances in that sphere. As in the past, they 
will support the struggle by the developing 
countries against exploitation by monopoly 
capital, particularly by the transnational cor- 
poration, as well as those countries’ efforts to 
devise measures at both the international and 
the national level for controlling the activities 
of international monopolies so that such 
activities do not run counter to the interests 


of socio-economic development in the devel- 
oping countries or the priorities that those 
countries have established. 

All of this will constitute a genuine contribu- 
tion by the socialist countries to the achieve- 
ment of the goals of the strategy and will 
help the developing countries to overcome 
their colonial heritage of economic backward- 
ness, poverty, squalor and hunger and to do 
away with the imperialist monopolies’ neo- 
colonialist exploitation of the human and nat- 
ural resources of the developing countries. 


5. The socialist countries will be prepared 
over the coming decade to develop still further 
their economic, scientific and technical co- 
operation with developing countries so that 
such cooperation—supplementing the devel- 
oping countries’ own efforts, which are of 
decisive importance for their social progress 
and economic development—can make an in- 
creasing contribution to the development of 
self-sufficient national economies in the devel- 
oping countries, the strengthening of their 
economic independence, the growth of their 
industrial, scientific and technical potential, 
and the improvement of living conditions for 
their populations and can help to ensure their 
participation on equal terms in the interna- 
tional division of labour. 

The socialist countries will, of course, direct 
their efforts towards these ends only where 
the developing countries display willingness 
to engage in mutual cooperation and with due 
regard for their own capacity. In this con- 
nexion, they wish to stress once again that the 
world today contains not only two opposing 
economic and social systems but also two 
fundamentally different approaches to eco- 
nomic relations with developing countries. 
Accordingly, international recommendations 
relating to the developing countries’ economic 
relations with socialist countries should not 
be formulated by means of or on the basis of 
the mechanical extension to such relations of 
schemes and provisions deriving from the 
practice of capitalist economic relations 
without taking into account the fundamental 
differences separating a socialist economy 
from the capitalist economic system, the 
fundamental principles on which the foreign 
economic ties of the socialist countries are 
founded and the resultant specific forms and 
methods characterizing those ties. 


6. During the third decade, the socialist coun- 
tries are prepared, to the extent of their 
abilities, to concentrate their economic and 
technical cooperation with interested devel- 
oping countries in the following basic areas: 

~ Helping to strengthen the position of the 
state and cooperative sectors in the eco- 
nomies of developing countries so as to ob- 
tain optimum results from economic policy 
and to mobilize and make use of internal 
and external resources for the benefit of the 
overwhelming majority of the population 
rather than particular groups and strata; 

— Fostering the diversified and balanced 
development of economic potential, particu- 
larly the productive sector, by creating and 
expanding industrial and energy-producing 
capacities as well as by developing trans- 
port, agriculture and related sectors; 

— Fostering, on a mutually beneficial basis, 
the development of natural resources under 
conditions ensuring the genuine sovereignty 
of every state and respect for the legitimate 
rights of the cooperating parties; 

— Developing cooperation in the sphere of 
planning, especially through such methods 
as assisting in the developing countries’ ela- 
boration of a methodology for formulating 
national social and economic development 
plans and programmes which can assist 
them in bringing about progressive socio- 
economic changes, including democratic 
agrarian reform and structural changes in 
rural areas, electrification, water supply, 
etc. ; 

— Supporting the developing countries in their 
efforts to establish and strengthen a scien- 
tific and technical potential and affording 
them assistance in developing and increas- 
ing the efficacy of the appropriate infra- 
structure so as to solve the problems of ap- 
plying modern advances in science and 
technology for developmental purposes. 


7. Considering the growing importance—at a 
time of progress in science and technology— 
of long-term planning and diversification in 
the types and methods of international eco- 
nomic exchange and taking into account the 
needs and problems of the developing coun- 
tries concerned, the socialist countries will be 
prepared during the third decade to increase 
the effectiveness of the types of cooperation 
already in use to introduce new types, i.e.: 
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(i) They will broaden and perfect the practice 
of bilateral consultation, inter alia, within the 
framework of mixed intergovernmental com- 
missions on economic, scientific and technical 
cooperation, for the purpose of indentifying 
the new type of international division of la- 
bour and for carrying out large-scale projects 
with participation by a number of different 
countries. 

(ii) They will broaden the practice of con- 
cluding long-term intergovernmental agree- 
ments and programmes. for periods of 10-15 
years which provide for trade, industrial, 
scientific and technical cooperation and 
define the specific areas and forms thereof, 
including production cooperation, specializa- 
tion, cooperation on a barter basis and the 
like. Such long-term agreements and program- 
mes will promote steadier growth of trade, the 
stabilization of commercial prices and more 
balanced trade through expansion of the range 
of goods exchanged in accordance with the 
capacity and requirements of the trading 
partners. The agreements and programmes 
will also be of assistance in determining the 
most effective alternative approaches to the 
task of intensifying the division of labour, 
inter alia, through the expansion in the devel- 
oping countries of specific types of production 
for which favourable conditions exist there. 
(iii) They will join efforts with interested 
developing countries in seeking comprehen- 
sive solutions to the long-term problems of 
their social and economic development, and 
more particularly in the further development 
and establishment of territorial and sectoral 
complexes which are organically linked to the 
economic structure of the countries con- 
cerned. 

(iv) They will encourage the purchase of semi- 
manufactured and finished industrial goods 
from the developing countries, inter alia, by 
granting tariff preferences. 

(v) When such action is mutually acceptable 
and feasible, they will make provision in 
agreements and contracts for the delivery of 
goods from developing countries in repayment 
of credits and for the purchase on commercial 
terms of the output of enterprises constructed 
in developing countries with the assistance of 
socialist countries. 

(vi) They will facilitate and broaden co-opera- 
tion in the scientific organization of account- 
ing, statistics, and production data. 
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(vii) As specific problems arise and with due 
regard for mutual interests, they will join 
with interested developing countries in a bilat- 
eral search for mutually acceptable solutions 
to problems relating to the magnitude and 
conditions of economic and technical assist- 
ance and accompanying credits. 

(viii) As one of the principal means of sup- 
porting the national economic development 
efforts of the developing countries, they will 
provide expanded assistance in training na- 
tional personnel for interested developing 
countries in essential occupational specialties, 
in the sphere of physical production and in 
other sectors. In so doing, they will, inter alia, 
employ the following methods: The training 
and instruction of skilled workers and middle- 
level technical personnel in the course of the 
construction and operation of projects in 
developing countries with the assistance of 
socialist countries; 

The training of engineering and _ technical 
personnel and skilled workers by specialists 
from socialist countries at educational estab- 
lishments in developing countries; 

The training of foreign specialists and workers 
at enterprises in socialist countries and the 
provision of opportunities for foreign nationals 
to study at higher and secondary specialized 
establishments and technical industrial schools 
in socialist countries; 

The organization of courses to upgrade the 
skills of middle- and high-level technical and 
managerial personnel from developing coun- 
tries. 

(ix) They will broaden cooperation in the 
transfer of technology, particularly in the form 
of licensing and know-how in conjunction 
with the provision of economic and technical 
assistance and deliveries of complete units of 
equipment, and, in addition, in perfecting the 
methods of providing consultancy services. 


8. Viewing with understanding the efforts of 
the developing countries to broaden economic 
and technical cooperation as an important 
means of accelerating their economic and 
social development and lessening their depen- 
dence on the transnational corporations, the 
socialist countries express willingness to con- 
tinue to share with interested developing 
countries the experience gained in carrying 
out, within the framework of the Council for 
Mutual Economic Assistance, economic, scien- 


tific and technical cooperation and program- 
mes for socialist economic integration, includ- 
ing the selection and definition of the most 
effective areas of concentration for coopera- 
tion and integration, forms of international 
specialization and cooperation, and ways and 
means of promoting the systematic equaliza- 
tion of levels of national economic develop- 
ment. 


9. In taking measures to provide economic, 
scientific and technical assistance to the devel- 
oping countries, the socialist states will, when 
determining the specific conditions governing 
cooperation, take into account, in accordance 


with their means, the particular complex prob- 
lems of the least developed and geographically 
disadvantaged countries. 

The socialist states express the firm convic- 
tion that during the 1980s the states and peo- 
ples of the world, acting with a sense of high 
responsibility, will be able to maintain and 
strengthen peace and will thus create the 
necessary conditions for solving the urgent 
global problems facing mankind, including 
that of accelerating the economic and social 
development of the newly independent coun- 
tries of Asia, Africa, and Latin America. 


UN-Document A/S—11 (AC 1/4), 3 September 1980 


Speech delivered by Ambassador Peter Florin, Deputy Minister of 
Foreign Affairs and Permanent Representative of the GDR at the 
United Nations, to the UN Security Council concerning the weapons 


embargo against South Africa 


19 December 1980 


The Security Council has before it in docu- 
ment S$/14178 the report of the Security 
Council Committee established by resolution 
421 (1977) concerning ways and means of 
making the arms embargo against South 
Africa more effective. In resolution 473 
(1980), of 13 June 1980, the Security Council 
authorized the Committee to recommend 
measures which might close the loopholes to 
circumvent the arms embargo and measures 
whereby the arms embargo would be made 
more effective. The delegation of the German 
Democratic Republic takes a positive view of 
the work done by the Committee on its re- 
port. We believe that the conclusions and 
recommendations in the report are the mini- 
mum necessary to make the arms embargo 
against. South Africa more effective. This ap- 
plies in particular to the ban on any type of 
nuclear cooperation, including an embargo 
on all types of multipurpose armaments for 
civilian or military use and all forms of co- 
operation with South Africa which might 
serve to increase its military potential. 

The United Nations Security Council has 
repeatedly dealt with the racist policy of op- 
pression and aggression in South Africa, from 


which stems a constant threat to international 
peace and security. By disregarding all the 
decisions and appeals of this World Organi- 
zation, the Pretoria régime has_ further 
strengthened its policy of terror and aggres- 
sion. One of the latest examples of this is the 
arbitrary death sentences handed down by that 
régime against three South African patriots, 
in violation of all human rights. 

The reason why the apartheid régime con- 
tinues to this day to dare to disregard United 
Nations decisions and to oppose the over- 
whelming majority of world public opinion 
can be found in the continuing support given 
to Pretoria by imperialist states and mono- 
polies. This applies first and foremost to 
economic, military and nuclear cooperation 
with South Africa by some Western states. 

On the issue of nuclear cooperation, in its 
report the Security Council Committee notes 
that: ‘The majority view was that South Africa 
was striving to produce nuclear weapons in col- 
laboration with Western States. The acquisition 
by South Africa of any nuclear capacity posed 
a significant threat to the countries in the re- 
gion and to international peace and security.” 
(S/14179, para. 68) 
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The necessary conclusions are quite unam- 
biguous. They are: an immediate end to any 
type of cooperation with the heinous apart- 
heid régime, which only encourages it in its 
policy of disregarding United Nations resolu- 
tions, and its complete international isolation. 
That should compel Pretoria to forswear its 
policy of apartheid. 

The measures proposed in the report are a 
first step in that direction. They should be 
supplemented with comprehensive binding 
measures in accordance with Chapter VII of 
the United Nations Charter, as was a few 
days ago once more demanded in the relevant 
General Assembly resolution. 

On the most diverse pretexts, some imperialist 
circles are opposing the application of sanc- 
tions against South Africa. In this regard, 
reference is made to so-called legal difficulties 
and it is also asserted that sanctions are not 
the appropriate method of obtaining political 
goals. It is, however, well known that NATO 
circles are these days most irresponsibly, and 
in disregard of all the lessons of history, con- 
tinuing to discuss the possibility of declaring 
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sanctions against socialist countries, and with 
one goal in mind: the revival of the policy of 
the cold war. Quite obviously, for such sanc- 
tions all the reservations that those same im- 
perialist representatives put forward in the 
present case fall by the wayside. Here it is 
clear to everyone that sanctions against the 
racist apartheid régime, which is condemned 
by the overwhelming majority of the member 
states of the United Nations, are something 
that those imperialist circles simply wish to 
prevent. 

The delegation of the German Democratic 
Republic believes that, particularly on the 
twentieth anniversary of the adoption of the 
Declaration on the Granting of Independence 
to Colonial Countries and Peoples, the exist- 
ence of the apartheid régime as a last bastion 
of the colonial, racist past in southern Africa 
is a serious challenge to world public opinion, 
a challenge we should meet accordingly. 


Archives of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
of the GDR 


Speech delivered by Ambassador Peter Florin, Deputy Minister 
of Foreign Affairs and Permanent Representative of the GDR at the 
United Nations to the UN Security Council on the Question of Namibia. 


30 January 1981 


My delegation believes that it is a matter of 
extreme importance for the Security Council 
to continue to concern itself with the problem 
of Namibia and with all steps that could be 
taken towards its settlement primarily in view 
of the responsibility borne by the United Na- 
tions for Namibia. We share the concern which 
has been expressed in paragraph 21 of the 
Secretary-General’s report (S/14333). We 
sympathize with the points that were made 
here by the representative of Tunisia re- 
garding events in Geneva and the course of 
the struggle to liberate Namibia from South 
African oppression. 

However, I should add that the destructive 
attitude of South Africa which led to the 
downfall of the Geneva talks was not par- 
ticularly surprising to us. In the light of the 
policy of obstruction and delaying tactics 
which has been pursued by South Africa since 
the Security Council adopted resolution 435 
(1978) there was but one surprising element 
in Geneva and that was the undisguised im- 
pudence with which the representatives of the 
racist régime gave their negative response to 
the United Nations and to the international 
community. We have frequently had occasion 
here to refer to the negative attitude of the 
Pretoria régime and to the reasons for it. We 
demanded, and we should once again like 
to repeat this today, that the arms embargo 
be strengthened and that far-reaching en- 
forcement steps be taken against South Africa, 
in accordance with Chapter VII of the United 
Nations Charter. 

In view of the defiance of the United Nations, 
witnessed once again at Geneva, and also in 
view of the fact that the racist régime 
simultaneously committed cruel acts of ag- 


gression against the People’s Republic of 
Angola, one may legitimately wonder how 
long the United Nations, how long the Security 
Council can tolerate such conduct. 

It should be pointed out that the presence in 
Geneva of representatives of certain NATO 
states did not have a very positive effect. 
The relations of certain influential circles in 
those states with South Africa leave no room 
for any possible illusion that they might ever 
be prepared to oblige South Africa to accept 
the decisions of the United Nations, in par- 
ticular since those states have constantly 
resisted the adoption of any resolute enforce- 
ment measures. 

One wonders what was really the purpose of 
the presence of NATO states at those meet- 
ings in Geneva. 

Geneva has also revealed the sense of respon- 
sibility and the constructive spirit with which 
the South West Africa People’s Organization 
(SWAPO) has supported efforts to reach a 
settlement of the Namibian problem. This has 
once again confirmed SWAPO’s -role as the 
sole legitimate representative of the Namibian 
people, a role that has for years been re- 
peatedly endorsed at successive sessions of 
the General Assembly. 

We are convinced that the time has now come 
to draw conclusions from our many years of 
experience with the policy of South Africa 
concerning Namibia and, by means of the 
effective enforcement measures laid down in 
the United Nations Charter, to force the 
Pretoria régime to respect the decisions of the 
United Nations. 


Archives of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
of the GDR 
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Communication from the GDR on assistance granted to colonially and 


racially oppressed peoples 


Ref.: Memorandum of the UN Secretary-General G/SO 214 (18-1) 


4 February 1981 


(1) In pursuing its policy the German Demo- 
cratic Republic has always been guided by the 
principle of self-determination of the peoples. 
On the basis of this principle it champions the 
right of every people to the political in- 
dependence and territorial integrity of its 
country, the right to establish the social order 
and to choose the form of government which 
it considers to be most appropriate and neces- 
sary for the safeguarding of the social and 
cultural advance of its country. 

There is a close relationship between the 
world-wide struggle for disarmament, detente 
and the strengthening of peace, and the strug- 
gle of the oppressed peoples for national and 
social liberation. The complete implementation 
of, and respect for, the peoples’ right to self- 
determination are decisive preconditions for 
the development of friendly relations between 
states and peoples on an equal basis. 

The policy of accelerating the arms race, use 
of threats and undermining detente which is 
being pursued by aggressive imperialist circles 
is a dangerous instrument running counter to 
the basic vital interests of all peoples. The im- 
perialist policy of confrontation is intended 
to create the necessary prerequisites and con- 
ditions for continuing to deny the oppressed 
peoples their inalienable rights and for regain- 
ing lost ground. 

(2) The imperialist policy of aggravating the 
international situation is nothing but an en- 
couragement for the colonial and racist forces 
to step up their criminal practices for the op- 
pression of the peoples. 

The African majority in South Africa is 
hindered by means of brutal terror from exer- 
cising its right to self-determination. The in- 
creasing acts of aggression carried out by 
South Africa against independent neighbouring 
countries represent a serious danger for the 
sovereignty and territorial integrity of these 
countries. Ignoring the demands of world 
public opinion and disregarding the decisions 
of the UN, South Africa is continuing its illegal 
occupation of Namibia. 
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Under the pretext of searching for a peaceful 
solution of the Namibia problem the South 
African racists and their allies are intensifying 
their activities aimed at imposing upon the 
Namibian people a neo-colonialist order. 

The failure of the Namibia Conference in 
Geneva, the veto of the major imperialist 
powers in the UN Security Council of the ques- 
tion of imposing sanctions against South Africa 
as well as their non-participation in the Inter- 
national Conference on Sanctions held in Paris 
furnished new proof of the fact that these 
forces put their own strategic and economic 
interests above the rights of the peoples. 

Numerous UN documents highlight with whose 
assistance South Africa is able to adhere to 
its inhuman and peace-endangering policy of 
apartheid, oppression and aggression, and who 
is contributing by means of economic and 
financial support to the military and nuclear 
arming of the regime. Imperialist collabora- 
tion is one of the main obstacles to the imple- 
mentation of the rights of the South African 
and Namibian peoples. Comprehensive eco- 
nomic sanctions of the UN Security Council 
are urgently required in order to eliminate the 
last bulwark of colonialism, racism and apart- 
heid. This standpoint was emphatically advo- 
cated by the GDR at the recent session of the 
Security Council which delt with the issue of 
Namibia. When it came to voting on sanctions 
against South Africa, the GDR gave its con- 
sent to all the resolutions. The GDR is pre- 
pared to take concrete measures as are re- 
peatedly called for in resolution of the UN Ge- 
neral Assembly and in documents of the non- 
aligned movement and the OAU, in order to 
contribute to the isolation of the South African 
apartheid regime and to help attain freedom 
and independence for the peoples of Namibia 
and South Africa. The necessity of imposing 
sanctions against South Africa was reaffirmed 
by the delegates to the International Conference 
on Sanctions, thus giving fresh impetus to the 
world-wide struggle for the liberation of the 
peoples of southern Africa from racist terror 


and illegal occupation as well as to the asser- 
tion of their right to self-determination. 

(3) Israel has been escalating its criminal pol- 
icy of flagrantly violating the rights of the 
Arab peoples. The Arab people of Palestine 
and the Lebanese people are the main targets 
of the Israeli policy of terror and aggression. 
The barbaric attack of the Israeli air force on 
the nuclear research centre in the Republic of 
Iraq represents the commencement of a new 
dangerous stage. 

Conducting so-called preventive strikes in the 
fascist mould, Israel intends to demonstrate 
its military supremacy in the region and to 
intimidate and blackmail the neighbouring 
Arab countries. The responsibility for the 
stepping up of aggressive acts on the part 
of Israel lies with all those imperialist circles 
who are supporting Israel’s adventurist policy 
in the Middle East. 

The GDR holds the view that the decisive pre- 
conditions for the establishment of peace and 
security in the Middle East are the complete 
withdrawal of the Israeli forces from all oc- 
cupied Palestinian and Arab territories and the 
guaranteeing of the inalienable rights of the 
Arab people of Palestine whose sole legitimate 
representative is the PLO. Such rights include 
the right of the Palestinian people to return 
to its homeland, the right to self-determination 
and the right to establish an independent state 
of its own. 

The GDR welcomes and supports the proposal 
submitted by the Soviet Union for the con- 
vening of an international conference to find 
a comprehensive and just solution to the 
problems in the Middle East. 

(4) In accordance with the universal character 
of the right of all peoples to self-determina- 
tion, the peoples of the small still colonially 
dependent territories in the Pacific, Atlantic 
and Indian Oceans, must no longer be denied 
the opportunity to exercise their inalienable 
rights. Blatantly disregarding the decisions of 
the United Nations, the colonial forces are in- 
tensifying their activities in order to perpetuate 
their predominance over these territories. They 
are converting these areas into military bases 
and threaten the sovereignty and independence 
of the states in these regions. This is particu- 
larly true of the Indian Ocean region. The 
GDR advocates the conversion of this region 
into a zone of peace, security and political 
stability and is also acting in this spirit within 


the UN Ad-Hoc Committee on the Indian 
Ocean. 

The GDR is deeply concerned about the activ- 
ities of the US on the trust territory of the 
Pacific Islands. The United States are incorpo- 
rating this region into their adventurist mili- 
tary policy, acting against the will of the peo- 
ples and violating international law. The 
militarization and conversion of these islands 
into US military-strategic deployment zones in 
the western part of the Pacific represent a 
serious danger not only for the peoples in 
Micronesia but also for the countries in Asia 
and Oceania. 

(5) The struggle for the implementation of the 
right to self-determination has entered a new 
stage. With only a few exceptions the peoples 
have eliminated the old forms of political de- 
pendence present in colonialism. Following the 
foundation of independent states the next 
priority is the liberation from domination by 
foreign monopolies. The 11th UN special ses- 
sion on economic questions reaffirmed the 
necessity for the economic consolidation of 
self-determination. The comprehensive and 
universal character of the right to self-deter- 
mination demands that after achieving their 
independence the liberated peoples must be in 
a position to construct a society free from 
oppression and exploitation and to shake off 
the economic shackles of imperialism. 

The international monopolies and other im- 
perialist forces have no desire to face these 
facts. Applying a variety of methods of eco- 
nomic infiltration and aggression, they are 
trying to keep the nationally liberated states in 
their thrall. The system of blatant and brutal 
colonialism has been replaced by far more 
sophisticated forms of neo-colonial oppression 
and exploitation. The neo-colonialist practices 
of the transnationals and other imperialist for- 
ces are systematically undermining the con- 
struction of an independent national economy. 
They are representing a direct attack on the 
peoples’ right to self-determination. The GDR 
emphatically supports the just demands of the 
developing countries for a democratic trans- 
formation of international economic relations. 
In similar fashion to all the other countries of 
the socialist community of states, the GDR is 
acting according to the principles of a New 
International Economic Order. The support of 
the GDR for providing an economic basis to 
the right to self-determination of nationally 
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liberated states finds its expression in the 
numerous treaties on economic, industrial, 
scientific, technological and cultural coopera- 
tion with these countries. 

The stock of neo-colonial strategies and poli- 
cies include subversive military operations 
against peoples who are firmly determined to 
take their political, economic, social and cul- 
tural development into their own hands. 
Through staging military coups and backing 
reactionary military regimes the will of the 
people who have decided to set out along the 
path of freedom, self-determination and na- 
tional independence is to be crushed. In con- 
tradiction of international law the colonial and 
racist forces hire mercenaries for the realiza- 
tion of their aims and objectives. 

The GDR condemns most strongly these prac- 
tices which are directed against the interests 
and rights of the peoples as a menace to peace 
and international security. GDR law provides 
that no citizen may participate in warlike ac- 
tions which serve the oppression of a people, 
and makes punishable the recruitment of citi- 
zens for such purposes (see Constitution, Ar- 
ticle 23, and Criminal Code Paragraphs 87 and 
88). Within the framework of a UN committee 
specially set up for this purpose, the GDR is 
an active supporter of the drawing up of an 
instrument binding under international law, 
which bans the operation, recruitment, training 
and financing of mercenaries. 

(6) The unqualified support for the peoples 
struggling for national and social liberation 
as well as the liberated countries in con- 
solidating and defending their independence, 
is a basic principle of socialist policy. The 
GDR’s firm solidarity with the struggle of the 
peoples to implement and safeguard their 
rights was reaffirmed at the 10th SED Con- 
gress. 

In recent years, the extensive support given by 
the people of the GDR in solidarity with the 
anti-colonial and anti-racist forces has been 
continuously growing. In financial terms, this 
deeply-rooted commitment to solidarity which 
embraces all strata of the population, finds its 
expression in the total of more than 1,000 mil- 
lion marks donated for the solidarity fund 
since 1976. These donations by the working 
people of the GDR have been used, among 
other things, for financing shipments of soli- 
darity goods of various kinds such as clothing, 
food, baby food, drugs and teaching aids, as 
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well as the medical care for citizens from de- 
veloping countries. In the process of the con- 
solidation of political self-determination and 
the. struggle for economic independence, in in- 
dustrialization and the development of a 
modern agriculture, in the establishing of the 
infrastructure and the fashioning of new demo- 
cratic relations in foreign trade both initial 
and further training and the education of 
cadres from these countries at universities, 
colleges and techncial training institutes are of 
growing importance. In the past five years, 
more than 800 young people from Africa, Asia 
and the Middle East graduated from establish- 
ments of higher education in the GDR or 
underwent vocational training, all of them on 
scholarships granted by the GDR Solidarity 
Committee. 

The construction of vocational training centres 
for young workers in African countries is also 
financed from the solidarity fund. The erec- 
tion of these training facilities is carried out 
by the GDR youth organization in cooperation 
with the respective national youth organiza- 
tions. In the GDR humanitarian support for 
the nationally liberated states and the libera- 
tion movements is another focus of attention. 
Since 1976 1,300 wounded or sick liberation 
fighters have been given medical care in the 
GDR. 

The GDR extends its solidarity to the peoples 
of South Africa and Namibia and the legitimate 
representatives of their interests, the ANC and 
SWAPO, in their struggle against the apart- 
heid regime which is flouting international 
law. Donations from the GDR are used to set 
up small-scale production units in refugee 
camps of SWAPO and the ANC. In addition 
the GDR is actively engaged in the construc- 
tion of a school of the ANC in Morogoro 
(Tanzania). The GDR’s solidarity with the 
struggle of the peoples for the implementation 
of their inalienable rights will continue to be 
a decisive element of its policy. 

The Solidarity Appeal issued at the 10th SED 
Congress stressed that “the SED and the 
people of the GDR will continue to fulfil their 
internationalist obligation consistently and to 
extend their fraternal solidarity to all those 
fighting for peace, democracy, national inde- 
pendence and social progress”. 


Archives of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
of the GDR 


Telegram sent by the General Secretary of the Central Committee of the 
Socialist Unity Party of Germany and Chairman of the GDR Council 

of State, Erich Honecker, to the President of the MPLA-Party of Labour 
and President of the People’s Republic of Angola, to commemorate 

the 20th anniversary of the commencement of armed struggle against 


colonial rule 


4 February 1981* 


On behalf of the Central Committee of the 
Socialist Unity Party of Germany, the Council 
of State and the people of the German Demo- 
cratic Republic I extend to you, the Central 
Committee of the MPLA-Party of Labour and 
the Angolan people fraternal militant greetings 
on the occasion of the 20th anniversary of 
starting armed struggle against colonial rule 
and imperialist oppression. 

Our party and the people of the German De- 
mocratic Republic followed with great atten- 
tion the proceedings of the First Extraordinary 
Congress of the MPLA-Party of Labour, which 
reflected your people’s revolutionary spirit 
and firm resolve, under the tried and tested 
leadership of the MPLA-Party of Labour to 
achieve new successes in strengthening their 
country politically and economically with a 


view to laying the basis for a development on 
socialist lines. 

I am convinced that the friendly relations 
existing between our two parties, states and 
peoples will, on the basis of the Friendship 
and Cooperation Treaty in force, continue to 
develop and intensify in the joint struggle for 
peace, disarmament and social progress and 
against imperialist policies of aggression, colo- 
nialism and neo-colonialism. 

Please accept, Comrade President, my best 
wishes and greetings for the Angolan people, 
the MPLA-Party of Labour and its Central 
Committee. I wish you good health and 
strength in the discharge of your high respon- 
sibilities for the benefit of the Angolan people. 


Foreign Affairs Bulletin No.5, 19 February 1981 


Statement made by the Solidarity Committee of the GDR on 


South African aggression 


10 February 1981* 


The Solidarity Committee of the GDR most 
resolutely condemns the recent threats of 
aggression of South African Foreign Minister 
Roelof Botha against the People’s Republic of 
Mozambique, the People’s Republic of Angola 
and the Republic of Zimbabwe as well as 
other sovereign states. This latest threat of 
aggression grossly violates the sovereignty of 
these states and falls in line with the series 
of raids and murderous assaults the Botha 
regime has been staging against its neigh- 
bouring states in southern Africa for years, 
and which only recently were aimed at 
members of the ANC who had fled from the 


racist terror to the People’s Republic of Mo- 
zambique. 

By pursuing this dangerous course of aggres- 
sion the apartheid regime is trying with the 
help of hired mercenaries to stop the libera- 
tion struggle of the African National Congress 
of South Africa and the South West Africa 
People’s Organization of Namibia and to force 
countries as the People’s Republic of Mozam- 
bique, the People’s Republic of Angola, the 
Republic of Zimbabwe and the Republic of 
Zambia to abandon their support of the libera- 
tion organizations. 

The people of the German Democratic Re- 


447 


public express their fraternal solidarity with 
the liberation organizations ANC and SWAPO 
in countless resolutions and statements and 
affirm that they will continue to side with all 
those forces in southern Africa who are lead- 
ing a just struggle for independence and self- 
determination of their peoples. At the same 
time they condemn the support by the NATO 
countries which are still rendering Pretoria 
economic, political and military help and, 
thus, indirectly enable the fascist crimes in 
southern Africa. 


The Solidarity Committee of the GDR most 
resolutely demands that an immediate end be 
put to the criminal raids of the South African 
racist regime and assures the people of the 
People’s Republic of Mozambique, the Peo- 
ple’s Republic of Angola, the Republic of 
Zimbabwe, the Republic of Zambia and the 
liberation organizations ANC and SWAPO of 
its fraternal solidarity. 


Foreign Affairs Bulletin No. 5, 19 February 1981 


Statement made by the GDR Committee for the UN Decade of Action 
to Combat Racism and Racial Discrimination, concerning South 


African aggression 


11 February 1981* 


We, the members of the GDR Committee for 
the UN Decade of Action to Combat Racism 
and Racial Discrimination, most energetically 
protest against the threat openly expressed by 
South African Foreign Minister Botha to carry 
out further acts of aggression against Mozam- 
bique, Angola and Zimbabwe. This outrageous 
announcement, repeated border provocations 
and the latest perfidious attack by South 
African troops on the People’s Republic of 
Mozambique, with which we are fraternally 
linked, lay bare again the nature of the 
apartheid regime which is hostile to peace 
and mankind. 

We most resolutely condemn the increasing 
terror of this regime and its acts of aggression 
against peaceful neighbouring states as a 
wholesale violation of human rights and a 
serious threat to peace. We accuse the multi- 
national corporations and the NATO countries 
of defying all UN sanctions and of collaborat- 
ing with the racist regime in South Africa, 
thus enabling the further existence of racism 
and apartheid in that country. They are, at 
the same time, also responsible for escalating 
terror and violence within the country and 
without spreading from this regime. 
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It is high time to meet the demands of the 
overwhelming majority of the states of the 
world for a complete isolation of the apart- 
heid regime and for promptly implementing 
the comprehensive UN sanctions against South 
Africa. 

We express our solidarity with the ANC, the 
organization of the oppressed South African 
people, which successfully struggles for the 
elimination of apartheid. We simultaneously 
welcome the successes which the Namibian 
people have achieved under the leadership of 
SWAPO in their legitimate and sacrificing 
struggle for the exercise of their right to self- 
determination and independence. 

The people of the German Democratic Re- 
public, having always sided with the forces of 
peace, freedom and independence and social 
advance, will continue to actively support the 
national and social struggle of the peoples of 
Mozambique, Angola and Zimbabwe as well 
as the liberation organizations SWAPO and 
ANC and ever again inspire international 
solidarity with life manifesting itself in va- 
rious ways. 


Foreign Affairs Bulletin No. 5, 19 February 1981 


Statement made by a spokesman for the Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
of the GDR regarding South Africa’s aggression against the People’s 


Republic of Mozambique 


13 February 1981* 


Like the rest of peace-loving mankind, the 
German Democratic Republic is disgusted 
and indignant at the heinous assault made by 
South African troops upon the homes of de- 
fenceless people in the People’s Republic of 
Mozambique. The apartheid regime has 
again launched a brutal and cowardly act of 
aggression against the territory of an inde- 
pendent sovereign African state in defiance 
of international law, thereby jeopardizing 
peace to the utmost. 

This renewed act of aggression manifests the 
escalation of the policy pursued by the racist 
apartheid regime in the south of Africa which 
is based on the use of force. Savagely over- 
riding the will of the vast majority of na- 
tions, the regime induced the failure of the 
recent UN conference on the peaceful future 
of Namibia which it occupies illegally. En- 
couraged by the benevolent attitude of im- 
perialist states, above all the USA, the FRG 
and Israel, the South African racists’ im- 
pudence is growing. They have repeatedly 
violated the territory of the People’s Re- 
public of Angola, cruelly murdering defence- 
less children, women and old men. 

The German Democratic Republic demands 


an immediate end to all acts of aggression 
and again stresses the necessity of strict and 
comprehensive sanctions against the South 
African racist regime. It condemns all forces 
who encourage and buttress up the Republic 
of South Africa in its permanent acts of ag- 
gression against sovereign African states by 
granting political, diplomatic, moral, economic 
and military support. 

The German Democratic Republic reaf- 
firms its unqualified solidarity with the 
peoples in southern Africa who are threat- 
ened by the Republic of South Africa and 
with the patriots of SWAPO and the ANC 
who are fighting for their freedom. It 
categorically demands the observance of the 
relevant UN resolutions. 

The German Democratic Republic will also 
in future do its utmost to call a halt to the 
policy and practice of apartheid and racial 
discrimination which jeopardizes peace and 
flies in the face of all principles of inter- 
national law. 


Archives of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
of the GDR 


Speech delivered by the Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs and 
Permanent Representative of the GDR at the United Nations, Peter 
Florin, at the XXXV session of the UN General Assembly on the 


question of Namibia 


3 March 1981 


A few weeks ago, during the thirty-fifth ses- 
sion of the United Nations General Assembly, 
the international community marked the 
twentieth anniversary of the Declaration on 
the Granting of Independence to Colonial 
Countries and Peoples. Many representatives 
here today come from States that achieved 


29 2425-2 


their independence in that 20-year period. It 
is ‘with profound concern, however, that we 
must note that the people of Namibia are still 
unable to exercise their right to self-deter- 
mination and independence. The problem of 
Namibia, which is before the plenary General 
Assembly of the United Nations this year too, 
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is very familiar to everyone. A people has 
been denied its right to freedom, self-deter- 
mination and national independence. There is 
constant disregard of decisions of the General 
Assembly and the Security Council, and there 
is defiance of the international community. 
In itself, the racist Pretoria régime is an 
historical anachronism. For years and years 
it has been illegally occupying the Territory 
of Namibia, oppressing its population, 
plundering its natural resources and using it 
as a springboard for aggression against neigh- 
bouring African states. 

The people and Government of the German 
Democratic Republic condemn with the ut- 
most vigour the policy of aggression and oc- 
cupation pursued by South Africa. General 
Assembly resolutions 2145 (XXI) and 3111 
(XXVIII) and Security Council resolutions 
385 (1976), 432 (1978) and 435 (1978) are 
clear and binding decisions of the United Na- 
tions on Namibia. 

Now, what is the situation today with regard 
to compliance with those decisions? Everyone 
can see that since resolution 435 (1978) was 
adopted more than two years ago there has 
been no progress whatsoever towards the 
Namibian people in exercise of its right to 
self-determination, failure of the talks held 
in Geneva in January of this year strikingly 
confirmed that. In spite of the constructive 
position of SWAPO, which in the interests of 
an early settlement - of the Namibian 
problem agreed to considerable concessions, 
in Geneva South Africa stated with cynical 
frankness that it had no intention of com- 
plying with resolution 435 (1978). The report 
of the Secretary-General to the Security Coun- 
cil (S/14333) dated 19 January 1981 contains 
the relevant information. 

The continuing destructive position of South 
Africa was reconfirmed in the letter sent by 
the South African Foreign Minister, Mr Botha, 
to the Secretary-General, Mr Waldheim, on 
28 January 1981 (S/14 346). Pretoria has made 
no attempt to conceal the fact that the racist 
régime wanted to use Geneva simply to pre- 
sent to the international community the 
puppet politicians it maintains. Who are these 
representatives of the so-called internal par- 
ties? They are puppets selected by South 
Africa according to racial and tribal criteria 
who consistently and obediently represent the 
interests of the racist régime. There are, in 
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fact, quite a few among them who to this very 
day maintain their reverence for Hitlerite 
fascism and publicly declare themselves sup- 
porters of that criminal system. On 29 De- 
cember 1980 The New York Times reported 
that Dirk Mudge, a representative of the so- 
called Democratic Turnhalle Alliance and the 
so-called Council of Ministers in Windhoek, 
had only recently openly called for the direct 
inclusion of Namibia in South Africa. 

In Geneva, indeed, the picture was practically 
symbolic. In the South African delegation, 
for display purposes, the puppets were put in 
the front rows, while behind them sat their 
South African lords, the puppeteers, holding 
the strings. The parallel with Zimbabwe is 
only too clear. There, more than a year ago, 
Muzorewa, as the so-called Prime Minister of 
Zimbabwe, played the puppet. History has 
now dismissed him, although there were 
powerful circles of imperialist States that 
flatteringly lauded him as the lawful, demo- 
cratically elected head of the Zimbabwe 
Government and supported him. As for the 
South African puppets in Namibia, their 
places are ready for them in the scrap-heap of 
history. 

With regard to the sham elections whereby 
South Africa attempted to lend a semblance 
of legitimacy to their puppets in Namibia, in 
operative paragraph 3 of its resolution 439 
(1978), the Security Council declares 

“those elections and their results null and 
void and states that no recognition will be 
accorded either by the United Nations or any 
member states to any representatives or or- 
gan established by that process”. 

The Declaration made by the non-aligned 
countries at the Conference in New Delhi that 
concluded a few days ago, contains the 
following passage: 

“The Ministers strongly condemn the South 
African racist régime for its persistent refusal 
to withdraw from Namibia, and in particular 
its deliberate sabotage of the Geneva meeting 
convened to implement the United Nations 
plan for the independence of Namibia, and 
declare that this refusal constitutes a threat 
to peace”. 

It is indeed high time to put an end to po- 
litical concessions and appeasement of the 
racist aggressor. The experience of history— 
and the United Nations was itself born of 
that experience—demonstrate that a policy of 


this kind always serves only to encourage the 
aggressor to make further demands and to 
commit further acts of aggression. 

The brutal attacks on Angola and Mozam- 
bique, the acts of subversion against Zambia 
and Zimbabwe over the last few months, 
should serve as a serious warning. 

Once again, we must ask a question that we 
have asked in the past: how can such a 
Government as the apartheid régime in South 
Africa constantly flout the decisions of this 
world body, trample underfoot international 
law, terrorize with impunity the people of 
South Africa and the people of the Territory 
of Namibia which they illegally occupy, as 
well as threaten neighbouring States and even 
attack them? The answer is well known, and 
I should like to make it absolutely clear—co- 
operation with the apartheid racist régime 
and political, economic and military support 
of that régime by the major Western States 
are all a major obstacle to the speedy and con- 
sistent solution to the problem of Namibia. 
Recent events have made it abundantly clear 
that the African racists as a result of that as- 
sistance feel confident in their policy of terror 
within the country and of aggression out- 
side it. 

In connexion with the failure of the recent 
talks in Geneva, the Liberation Committee of 
the Organization of African Unity at its 
meeting in Arusha in January 1981, noted in 
its resolution on Namibia: 

“The initiative for a negotiated settlement of 
the Namibia situation has regrettably failed 
due to their vested interest in southern 
Africa, which clearly accounted for the ap- 
parent importance of the Western five in the 
Geneva pre-implementation meeting.” 

Today, the United States and the Federal 
Republic of Germany, together with South 
Africa, are the three leading States in terms 
of the profit they have made from Namibia, 
which amounts to millions of dollars. 

Now, with regard to the interests of the 
FRG, the Frankfurter Allgemeine Zeitung of 
22 October 1980 reported: 

“The interests of the Federal Republic in 
South Africa are multifaceted. First of all, 
there are the rights of almost 30,000 Germans 
living in Namibia. Then, there are the 
economic interests. Namibia is rich in 
uranium and diamonds. In addition, there are 
security interests.” 
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With such interests at stake, we should not 
be surprised that the allies of South Africa in 
NATO have so far done nothing to exert 
pressure on the apartheid régime, pressure 
which is necessary to compel it to cooperate 
in bringing about a settlement of the Nami- 
bian problem and bringing the Territory to 
independence. Furthermore, imperialist circles 
of certain members of NATO are again 
obstructing decisive measures of the United 
Nations. It is understandable why African 
States at their recent meeting of the Council 
of Ministers of the Organization of African 
Unity in Addis Ababa in their final document 
should have noted: 

“... a half-hearted attitude of the Western 
contact group to exert concerted pressure on 
the tyrannous racist régime of South Africa 
to cooperate with the United Nations Secre- 
tary-General in the implementation of the 
United Nations decolonization plan for 
Namibia.” 

The delegation of the GDR supports a speedy 
and just solution to the problem of Namibia. 
Such a solution can be achieved only if Pre- 
toria is compelled to call a halt to its illegal 
occupation, if its allies end their continuing 
support and encouragement of the aggressor. 
The delegation of the GDR calls for the appli- 
cation of a broad range of coercive measures 
against South Africa pursuant to Chapter VII 
of the United Nations Charter, including an oil 
embargo and a stepped-up arms embargo. 
We will promote the adoption of a relevant 
decision by the Security Council—which is 
something that was called for by the con- 
ference of non-aligned States in New Delhi. 
The true independence of Namibia, together 
with its territorial integrity, including Walvis 
Bay, and the exercise by its people of their 
right to. self-determination, can be brought 
about only with the direct and full participa- 
tion of SWAPO, the sole lawful representa- 
tive of the Namibian people. The participation 
of SWAPO in Geneva, which demonstrated 
such a high sense of responsibility and states- 
manship, has once again shown the interna- 
tional community who really represents the 
interests of Namibia. The German Democratic 
Republic will continue its policy of compre- 
hensive support for SWAPO. 


Archives of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
of the GDR 
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Communication from the German Democratic Republic on the draft 
of the International Convention Against Apartheid in Sports 
Ref.: Memorandum of the UN Secretary-General PO 230 SOAF (2-2-1) 


5 March 1981 


With regard to the draft of the International 
Convention against Apartheid in Sports, con- 
tained in the report of the ad hoc Committee 
(UN document A/35/36) to the United Na- 
tions General Assembly at its thirty-fifth 
session and sent to all UN Member States for 
comments according to resolution 35/206 M, 
the GDR would like to state the following: 
The people and Government of the GDR take 
unswervingly the side of the forces fighting 
for the equality of all peoples and the elimi- 
nation of all forms of colonialism, racism and 
apartheid. They most emphatically condemn 
the terrorist and aggressive policies of the 
South African apartheid regime and work for 
its complete abolition. The German De- 
mocratic Republic extends particular political, 
diplomatic and material assistance to the 
peoples of South Africa and Namibia which 
are striving, under the leadership of their 
national liberation organizations ANC and 
SWAPO, for self-determination and inde- 
pendence. The threat to peace emanating from 
the apartheid regime can be averted and the 
implementation of peoples’ inalienable rights 
can be encouraged only if the decisions of the 
UN Security Council are strictly adhered to, if 
additional coercive measures are imposed 
and if any collaboration with the apartheid 
regime is ceased. 

The German Democratic Republic welcomes 
and supports the drafting of an instrument 
binding under international law in the form 
of an International Convention against Apart- 
heid in Sports. It regards such a convention as 
an important contribution to isolating the 
apartheid regime internationally in an effec- 
tive way. There cannot and must not be a 
place in international sports for racist South 
Africa, whose policy has repeatedly been 
condemned by the United Nations as a crime 
against humanity and as a serious threat to 
peace and international security. 

The German Democratic Republic believes 
that physical education and sports are 
suitable, through a great variety of interna- 
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tional contacts, to promote understanding 
among peoples and states and to help 
strengthen peace and encourage equal co- 
operation. Since sports is humanist in char- 
acter and conducive to international under- 
standing, the GDR regards it as one of its 
uppermost duties to further and support the 
development of physical education and sports 
in developing nations. 

In line with our country’s fundamental 
policies, sports organizations in the socialist 
German state approach the major problems 
of international sports in a constructive 
manner. It is unreservedly committed ‘to the 
Olympic idea and the Olympic principle. It is 
strongly opposed to racism and other forms 
of discrimination in sports and supports all 
efforts further to democratize international 
sports organizations and bodies. 

On the basis of the United Nations resolu- 
tions aimed at combatting apartheid in sports, 
the umbrella organization in GDR sports and 
its affiliates press for the complete isolation 
of South Africa’s racist sports organizations, 
and they maintain no sports contacts what- 
soever with the apartheid regime. GDR 
sportsmen have not and will not participate 
in competitions in which sportsmen or teams 
of racist South African associations take part. 
GDR representatives consistently work for 
the expulsion of South Africa in international 
sports organizations and federations. As a 
result of the efforts undertaken by all pro- 
gressive forces, South Africa was excluded 
from the Olympic movement and its asso- 
ciations were expelled from a number of 
major international federations. However, 
such decisions have not yet been taken in all 
international sports organizations. It is there- 
fore a priority task to continue to fight offen- 
sively and persistently for the exclusion of 
South Africa’s racist sports associations. 

The consolidation of all progressive and dem- 
ocratic forces in sports and the strength- 
ening of their positions in the international 
sports movement will lead to a complete 


isolation of the racist apartheid regime in the 
field of sports. The German Democratic 
Republic believes that drafting a convention, 
adopting it and consistently applying its pro- 
visions would help strengthen the unity and 
cooperation in the international sports 
movement, which is not open to racists. At 
the same time, nothing should be done that 
could jeopardize this unity. 

In this connection, the German Democratic 
Republic reaffirms its position as explained 
in the ad hoc Committee on the drafting of 
the convention, of which it is a member, that 
it will support version A of Article 10 of the 
convention. The adoption of version A would 
make it possible for many states to accede 
to the convention. It could thus become an 
effective instrument of isolating racist South 
Africa in sports. 

Although the GDR understands the motives 
of the sponsors of version B of Article 10, in 
particular in view of the continued contacts 
of sportsmen and teams from some Western 
countries with South Africa, it is unable to 


subscribe to the objective pursued with that 
version. The so-called ‘third-party principle” 
would be a serious strain on international 
sports contacts and would eventually lead to 
a split within the international sports move- 
ment. This would only suit the interests of the 
apartheid regime and of other reactionary 
forces. At the same time, everything that has 
been achieved by the joint struggle of all 
progressive and democratic forces would be 
jeopardized. 

The German Democratic Republic is of the 
opinion that the present draft convention, in- 
cluding version A of Article 10, would result 
in clear and effective measures to be taken by 
future parties to the convention in support 
of a broad struggle to isolate the South Afri- 
can apartheid regime in international sports. 
The GDR and its socialist sports organiza- 
tions are willing strictly to implement the 
provisions of the convention. 


Archives of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
of the GDR 
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Statement issued by the GDR Committee for the UN Decade of Action 
to Combat Racism and Racial Discrimination and the Solidarity 
Committee of the GDR, to mark the International Day for the 


Elimination of Racial Discrimination 


21 March 1981 


The 21st of March which is observed each 
year by the progressive world public opinion 
as a day to commemorate the victims of the 
brutal massacres committed in Sharpeville by 
the soldiery of the apartheid regime and to 
pay tribute to the other uncounted victims of 
racist terrorism, gives us reason to de- 
monstrate again firm solidarity and sympathy 
with all people fighting against colonialism, 
racism and apartheid. Our particular greet- 
ings go to the peoples of South Africa and 
Namibia who are struggling under the 
leadership of their national liberation move- 
ments-ANC and SWAPO-for the implemen- 
tation of their rights to self-determination 
and independence. We emphatically condemn 
the fascist minority regime in the Republic 
of South Africa which is stepping up its in- 
human policy of apartheid. In 1980 alone, 
more than 80,000 people were imprisoned, 
because they allegedly violated the infamous 
apartheid laws. We demand the release of all 
incarcerated South African patriots. We 
demand freedom for Nelson Mandela. We call 
for the release of Johnson Lubisi, Petrus 
Mashigo and Naphtali Manana, who have 
illegally been sentenced to death. 

We are convinced that the resolution against 
Nazi, fascist and neo-fascist activities and all 
other forms of racist policy, adopted by the 
United Nations General Assembly at its thirty- 
fifth session on the initiative of the German 
Democratic Republic, will give fresh impetus 
to the world-wide struggle against all fascist 
and racist policies of violence. 

We denounce most strongly the unveiled 
threats of aggression levelled by the racist 
regime of South Africa at sovereign neigh- 
bouring countries and the increasing number 
of its acts of aggression against Angola, Mo- 
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zambique, Zambia and Botswana. South. Afri- 
ca’s conduct reveals again what a serious 
threat to peace the apartheid regime is. We 
call upon all forces of goodwill to press for 
strict adherence to the weapon embargo and 
for further extensive coercive measures to be 
taken by the United Nations Security Council. 
The peoples of South Africa and Namibia 
need the resolute support of the entire inter- 
national community for their struggle. 
Imperialist circles are not slackening their 
efforts of finding a pretext again and again to 
prevent effective measures against the terror 
regime of South Africa. They hypocritically 
pretend that they do not want to jeopardize 
further negotiations on the problem of Na- 
mibia. At the same time, NATO States and 
transnational corporations are intensifying 
their collaboration with the apartheid regime 
in the political, economic, military and even 
nuclear fields. We resolutely reject practices 
of that kind. They are in blatant contraven- 
tion of clear stipulations laid down in United 
Nations resolutions. 

Through their complicity, imperialist forces 
must take a major part of blame for the 
escalation of the racist policy of violence and 
the increasing danger to peace, a policy for 
which they will be held responsible by the 
peoples of the world. 

The peoples struggling against colonial and 
racist oppression may rest assured that we, 
just like everyone in the German Democratic 
Republic will continue to stand by their side 
in firm solidarity. We fully support their 
quest for freedom, equality, national inde- 
pendence and social progress. 


GDR Solidarity Committee Archives 


From the Report of the Central Committee of the Socialist Unity Party 
of Germany to the 10th Congress of the SED, delivered by Comrade 


Erich Honecker 


11 to 16 April 1981 


Comrades, no one can overlook the consider- 
able and growing activities of the liberated 
nations of Africa, Asia and Latin America in 
the world arena, in the struggle for peace, 
security and disarmament, and against the 
vestiges of colonialism, against neocolonialism 
and racism. More vigorously than ever these 
states are making use of their new-found 
sovereignty and independence. Their voice 
carries more and more weight in deciding the 
great issues of our time. 

Our Party and our socialist State have whole- 
heartedly welcomed this development in the 
direction of progress and have always support- 
ed it. Since the 9th Party Congress we have 
further expanded our relations with the emer- 
gent nations of Africa, Asia and Latin America. 
We are bound together by the anti-imperialist 
struggle for peace, freedom and social ad- 
vance. Here the basic aims of existing social- 
ism become interwoven with those of the battle 
for national and social liberation. We are 
linked by firm solidarity in the face of colo- 
nialism, racism and apartheid, imperialist 
tutelage and interference. 

Over the past five years, as before, the GDR 
has extended internationalist assistance to these 
states. We have focussed our mutually advan- 
tageous cooperation on areas of crucial sig- 
nificance in overcoming economic backward- 
ness, and attaining and consolidating economic 
independence. 

It is self-evident that, first and foremost, the 
emergent nations need skilled manpower for 
the various spheres of life. Since the 9th Party 
Congress 8,500 young citizens of these coun- 
tries have been trained in the GDR to become 
skilled workers and technician teachers. An 
ever growing number of foreign students are 
enrolling at our universities and colleges. 
Owing to the work of FDJ friendship brigades 
2,750 apprentices have been trained in skilled 
trades, primarily in African and Arab coun- 
tries. 

The mounting international role of the young 


nations of Africa, Asia and Latin America 
which have emerged from the national libera- 
tion movement, goes hand in hand with far- 
reaching domestic changes aimed at breaking 
with the colonial past in the political, eco- 
nomic, cultural and ideological fields. The 
socialist option is increasingly gaining in ap- 
peal and influence in the choice of a path of 
development. The social dimension of the na- 
tional liberation movement is becoming more 
pronounced. Witness the people’s revolutions 
in the People’s Republic of Mozambique, the 
People’s Republic of Angola, Socialist Ethiopia, 
the People’s Democratic Republic of Yemen, 
and the changes of a progressive nature in 
Afghanistan, Nicaragua and Grenada. It is 
gratifying for us to know that the revolution- 
ary forces of these countries are turning to 
scientific socialism and are advancing under 
the leadership of vanguard parties. 

The conclusion of treaties of friendship and 
cooperation in 1979 marked a new stage in 
our relations with some of these states. Mean- 
time these treaties have been backed up by a 
whole system of agreements and accords in a 
variety of areas and translated into reality. 
Political contacts at high or top level and con- 
tacts between social organizations are an inte- 
gral part of our multifarious relations. 

From the rostrum of our Party Congress we 
hail all fighters for national and social libera- 
tion in Africa, Asia and Latin America, assur- 
ing them that they can always count fully on 
our Party and on the people of the GDR in 
their arduous struggle for national liberation 
and the happiness of their peoples. 

The German Democratic Republic holds the 
non-aligned movement in high regard. Its anti- 
imperialist objectives assume an important 
role in the struggle for peace and for a just 
system of international political and economic 
relations based on equality. 

As regards the Middle East, the GDR con- 
tinues to take the view that peace and security 
in that region presuppose Israel’s complete 
withdrawal from all occupied Palestinian and 
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Arab lands and the safeguarding of the in- 
alienable rights of the Arab people of Pales- 
tine, including its right to return to its home- 
land, to self-determination and the establish- 
ment of an independent Palestinian state. The 
issue of Palestine is and remains the linchpin 
of a stable solution to the Middle East conflict. 
We demand that those who have so far denied 
the PLO and the rights of the Palestinian peo- 
ple any recognition, should finally face the 
realities. We unreservedly support the new 
constructive proposal of the USSR to hold an 
international conference on the solution of the 

Middle East problem. 

Comrades, the following are the foreign policy 

priorities of our Party in the years ahead: 

— Systematic expansion of our fraternal alli- 
ance with the Soviet Union and the other 
states of the socialist community on the basis 
of the friendship treaties that have been 
concluded. A determined effort to strengthen 
socialism in every possible way and to raise 
its international appeal by bringing out and 
using its advantages ever more fully. 

~ Unswerving, indefatigable work for the 


safeguarding of peace and the cessation of 
the arms race with the aim of defending and 
expanding political détente, and especially 
of stabilizing it and making it irreversible 
through measures toward military détente 
and disarmament. 

— Active anti-imperialist solidarity with all 
peoples fighting for national and social libe- 
ration. Development of broad cooperation 
with the states of Africa, Asia and Latin 
America. Support for the struggle to estab- 
lish a new international economic order 
based on equality. 

— A consistent striving to expand relations 
based on peaceful coexistence with the cap- 
italist countries. Intensification of contacts 
and accords with the aim of strengthening 
cooperation in the interests of peace and for 
mutual benefit and of foiling the confronta- 
tion policies of aggressive quarters. 


Erich Honeckér: Report of the Central Com- 
mittee of the Socialist Unity Party of Germany 
to the 10th Congress of the SED, Verlag Zeit 
im Bild Dresden, p. 36-389 


Solidarity Appeal of the 10th Congress of the Socialist Unity 


Party of Germany 


15 April 1981 


The world today is witnessing a resolute strug- 
gle for peace, democracy and social progress. 
New nations and ever broader social strata are 
joining in this struggle. Imperialism and reac- 
tion, unable to solve the problems of mankind, 
are resorting more and more frequently to 
brute force and terror and applying repression 
against all those who are fighting for a peace- 
ful and happy life for their peoples. They are 
pitting all their strength against progress. 
Their adventurist policies are endangering the 
existence of human civilization. 

The 10th Congress of the SED reaffirms on 
behalf of the Communists and all working 
people of the GDR its firm and fraternal soli- 
darity with all Communists, with all revolu- 
tionaries and patriots, who are being torment- 
ed in the gaols and concentration camps of 
tyrannical régimes. We greet all fighters for 
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national and social liberation who are exposed 
to repression, persecution and discrimination 
and who in deepest clandestinity are waging, 
often at the risk of their lives, a selfless strug- 
gle for peace, democracy, national indepen- 
dence and social progress, against war, fascism, 
colonialism and neo-colonialism, against im- 
perialism and hegemonism. 

The 10th Congress of the SED calls for the 
release of the General Secretary of the Para- 
guayan Communist Party, Antonio Maidana, 
who is being held captive in the prisons of the 
Stroessner régime. 

We demand freedom for the General Secretary 
of the Communist Party of Bangladesh, Mo- 
hammed Farhad! 

We demand the release of Nelson Mandela, 
that outstanding fighter for the freedom of the 
oppressed people of South Africa! 


The 10th Congress of the SED joins with all 
democratic forces in the world in calling for 
freedom for the President of the Frente Am- 
plio of Uruguay, General Liber Seregni! 
With revulsion we condemn the racist, Zionist, 
fascist and dictatorial régimes in South Africa, 
Israel, Chile, Haiti, the Dominican Republic, 
South Korea and Paraguay, which enjoy the 
material and moral support of imperialism! 
The citizens of the GDR stand in solidarity at 
the side of those engaged in struggle for the 
inalienable rights of the Arab people of Pales- 
tine, including that of creating their own na- 
tional state, with due regard for the safety and 
sovereignty of all states of the region. 

We salute in solidarity the fighting peoples of 
Nicaragua and El Salvador! 

We proclaim our solidarity with the just strug- 
gle of the democratic forces of Northern Ire- 
land for the implementation of their demo- 
cratic and civil rights. 


Solidarity with all fighters for national inde- 
pendence, democracy and social progress in 
the world! 

With indignation we condemn the activities 
of the most aggressive imperialist circles to 
arrest the popular struggles for national and 
social liberation, to interfere in the internal 
affairs of other states, to defame the inalien- 
able right of peoples to self-determination as 
terrorism, and to confront the national libera- 
tion struggles with backmail manoeuvres en- 
dangering peace. 

The Congress opposes the degrading practice 
of preventing people from exercising their 
profession on political grounds, against the 
exercise of political and economic pressure, 
against neofascism and against every form of 
violation of human rights in the capitalist 
countries! 


Verlag Zeit im Bild Dresden 


Communication from the GDR on the implementation of the United 


Nations Anti-Apartheid resolutions 


20 April 1981 


1. The people and the government of the 
German Democratic Republic stand firmly by 
the side of the peoples of South Africa and 
Namibia and their national liberation organi- 
zations, ANC and SWAPO, in the struggle 
against colonial and racist oppression and ex- 
ploitation. Consistent support for those peo- 
ples, which are fighting for national liberation 
and their right to self-determination, and for 
the liberated countries, which are defending 
their independence, represents an inalienable 
principle of socialist foreign policy. That sup- 
port is reflected in the German Democratic 
Republic’s close relations with the nationally 
liberated states of Africa and the national 
liberation organizations ANC and SWAPO. 


2. On account of the policy of apartheid 
pursued by the racist regime and its foreign 
backers, southern Africa has become -a dan- 
gerous hotbed of conflict. Resorting to atro- 
cious terror and with growing aggressiveness, 
the South African regimes seeks to preserve its 
rule and to achieve its hegemonistic goals. The 


subjugation of the South African people and 
the illegal occupation of Namibia subsist to 
date. Although the Security Council has con- 
demned South Africa as an aggressor, the 
racist regime has continued, directly and 
through hirelings, its attacks against Angola, 
Mozambique and Zambia, which have taken 
a heavy toll of human lives. Most alarming 
are the news about Pretoria’s nuclear ambi- 
tions. The fascist policy of the apartheid state 
to deny the South African and Namibian peo- 
ples their inalienable rights, a policy which 
constitutes a danger to peace, must be seen 
in the context of the designs of those who are 
fuelling the arms race, heating up tensions in 
the world and seeking to block the sovereign 
and progressive development of peoples. They 
even attempt to defame the just liberation 
struggle of peoples as terrorism. It is both 
legally and morally required that the United 
Nations should oppose that course and work 
for the universal recognition of the principles 
of equality and self-determination of all 
peoples. 
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3. The German Democratic Republic, which 
has voted in favour of all United Nations anti- 
apartheid resolutions, advocates strict com- 
pliance with them, especially those which call 
for mandatory action by the Security Council 
and the cessation of any kind of collaboration 
with the apartheid regime. Numerous United 
Nations documents spell out who has enabled 
South Africa to pursue its inhuman policy of 
apartheid, oppression and aggression and who 
through economic and financial support helps 
to underpin the regime’s arms drive. Such 
collaboration with the racist state must be 
ended so as to clear the way for the complete 
liberation of the African continent. 


4, The German Democratic Republic has com- 
plied with the provisions of the arms embargo 
decided by the United Nations Security Coun- 
cil-resolution 31-118-. Strict and comprehen- 
sive observance of that resolution is of utmost 
importance. As a member of the Security Coun- 
cil and the Special Committee on Apartheid, 
the GDR pleads in favour of tightening the 
arms embargo as proposed by the sanctions 
committee of the Security Council and it advo- 
cates effective economic sanctions, notably an 
oil embargo. The International Conference on 
Sanctions against South Africa should vigor- 
ously insist on those demands. 


5. During several visits to the GDR, the rep- 
resentatives of ANC and SWAPO, Oliver 
Tambo and Sam Nujoma, had an opportunity 
to convince themselves of the solidarity of the 
GDR people.. Cooperation with these libera- 
tion organizations has been promoted by the 
opening of the ANC and SWAPO offices in the 
capital of the German Democratic Republic. 
The Confederation of Free German Trade 
Unions-FDGB-, the Free German Youth 
—FDJ—, and the Democratic Women’s League 
~DFD-maintain fruitful ties with the coun- 
terpart organizations of the suppressed peo- 
ples of South Africa and Namibia. On the oc- 
casion of the UN-proclaimed International 
Anti-Apartheid Year, a government commission 
was established in the GDR, which coordinated 
this country’s manifold activities in support of 
international action during the year. A relevant 
report was addressed to the chairman of the 
United Nations Special Committee against 
Apartheid and published as a UN Docu- 
ment—A-AC 115-1.513, 10 October 1979. 
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6. The German Democratic Republic partic- 
ipated in a large number of international anti- 
apartheid conferences and assisted in the 
elaboration of their documents. Such con- 
ferences were, e.g., the Geneva World Con- 
ference to Combat Racism and Racial Discrim- 
ination, the solidarity conferences held in 
Addis Ababa and Lusaka, the Paris Conference 
of Youth and Students, the NGO Conference 
on Sanctions against South Africa, the Paris 
Conference of Solidarity with the Struggle of 
the Namibian People, and international semi- 
nars and meetings convened under the aus- 
pices of the United Nations Special Committee. 
Hosting the World Peace Council meeting in 
Berlin in February 1979, the GDR Peace 
Council made a contribution to the dissemina- 
tion of the objectives of the international 
campaign against apartheid. 


7. Material solidarity extended by the people 
of the German Democratic Republic comple- 
ments political and diplomatic assistance. 
Assistance in many forms is given to the South 
African people by the country’s social organi- 
zations-FDGB, FDJ and DFD-, the Solidarity 
Committee and the Peace Council. Since 1976 
the GDR Solidarity Committee has donated 
solidarity goods worth about one thousand 
million marks. In the period from 1978 to 
1980 alone, solidarity shipments of food, me- 
dicaments, clothes and tents at a value of 120 
million marks went to Africa. Urgently re- 
quired supplies were made available for ANC 
and SWAPO refugee camps and for the victims 
of South African acts of aggression. 

Wounded liberation fighters received medical 
treatment in the GDR. Over 750 students and 
workers, mainly from African countries and 
liberation organizations, are currently trained 
in this country on grants provided by the Soli- 
darity Committee. Every year a Week of Soli- 
darity with the African peoples fighting for 
their national and social liberation and a 
solidarity campaign under the motto ‘Freedom 
for Peace” are jointly sponsored by the trade 
unions and GDR radio. Many events along 
these lines are to mobilize public support for 
and solidarity with the just demands for the 
release of the imprisoned South African pa- 
triots, for international isolation of the apart- 
heid regime, and for the implementation of the 
South African people’s right to self-determina- 
tion. 


8. The idea of anti-imperialist solidarity in- 
spires the work of GDR scholars, scientists, 
artists and journalists. Scientific events, such 
as the symposium on “Apartheid as mass vio- 
lation of human rights” or the seminar on 
“Problems of the struggle against colonialism 
and racism in southern Africa’, helped to ex- 
pose the aggressive and inhuman nature of the 
policy of apartheid and to prove the responsi- 
bility of imperialism for the survival of that 
regime. A great number of publications deal- 
ing with various aspects of the policy of apart- 
heid serve the same end. An exhibition of 
works of professional and amateur GDR artists 
dedicated to the struggle against apartheid 
shown at the United Nations in New York 
and Geneva, and in Paris, met with a remark- 
able international response. GDR artists also 
expressed their commitment to the struggle 
against apartheid in designing a calendar and 
several posters. 

The country’s news agency, press, radio and 
television make major contributions to the 
promotion of peace and friendship among peo- 


ples and in support of the struggle against 
racism and colonialism. They also give exten- 
sive coverage to the discussion of problems 
relating to the struggle against apartheid and 
colonialism in the framework of the United 
Nations and international conferences. Broad- 
casting materials have been made available to 
UN bodies and African radio and TV stations. 
Radio Berlin International is beaming regular 
broadcasts to southern Africa. It has become 
a tradition for GDR journalists to support the 
training and advanced training of African 
journalists. 

Also in the future, the GDR will, in pursuance 
of relevant UN resolutions, actively support 
the peoples’ anti-imperialist liberation strug- 
gle. It is and will remain a reliable ally of the 
South African people and its liberation organi- 
zation ANC in the struggle for freedom and 
self-determination. 


Archives of the Ministry of Foreign Aftairs 
of the GDR 


Message by the General Secretary of the Central Committee of the 
Socialist Unity Party of Germany and Chairman of the Council of State 
of the GDR, Erich Honecker, to the International Conference on 


Sanctions against South Africa in Paris 


19 May 1981 


I offer cordial greetings to the participants in 
the International Conference on Sanctions 
against South Africa. 

Your conference is of paramount importance 
for the liberation of the peoples in southern 
Africa from racist terror and illegal occupa- 
tion and for the implementation of their right 
to self-determination. An end must be put to 
the massive violations of human rights by the 
South African apartheid regime and its policy 
of aggression against neighbouring coun- 
tries. The GDR resolutely condemns the policy 
of economic, political and military collabora- 
tion with the racist regime in South Africa. 
Not only does such collaboration with the 
apartheid regime disregard human dignity, it 
even imperils international peace and security. 
In full harmony with the United Nations 


Charter, the GDR supports the peoples’ just 
struggle against the last stronghold of colo- 
nialism, racism and apartheid policies in 
Africa. The peoples’ quest for freedom is the 
most legitimate cause in the world. All attempts 
to malign their struggle for national indepen- 
dence and social progress as terrorism must 
be vigorously opposed. 

The people and the Government of the GDR 
will continue to stand firmly and reliably by 
the peoples and the liberation organisations 
of South Africa and Namibia. May your delib- 
erations help human rights and peace triumph 
in southern Africa. With these thoughts in 
mind, I wish the conference the best of success. 


Archives of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
of the GDR 
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Third report of the GDR concerning the implementation of the 
International Convention on the Suppression and Punishment of the 


Crime of Apartheid 


Ref.: Memorandum of the UN Secretary-General C/SO 237/5 (2) 


20 May 1981 


The German Democratic Republic resolutely 
condemns the policy of the South African 
apartheid régime, which blatantly contradicts 
the principles of international law. That policy 
constitutes a negation of the purposes and 
principles of the Charter of the United Nations 
and seriously threatens international peace; 
it is a manifestation of open and brutal dis- 
regard for human rights. 

Apartheid is considered in the GDR as a crime 
against humanity, which is what article I of the 
International Convention on the Suppression 
and Punishment of the Crime of Apartheid de- 
clares it to be. Article.91 of the GDR Con- 
stitution provides that the generally accepted 
norms of international law relating to the 
punishment of crimes against peace and 
humanity and of war crimes are directly valid 
law and that crimes of this kind do not fall 


under the statute of limitations. On the basis 


of this article of the Constitution, the punish- 
ment of crimes against humanity is dealt with 
more specifically by article 91 of the Penal 
Code of the GDR, which reads: 

“(1) Any person who acts with the intent to 
persecute, expel or destroy, in whole or in 
part, a national ethnical, racial or religious 
group or to commit other inhuman acts against 
such a group shall be liable to not less than 
five years imprisonment. 

(2) Any person who thereby deliberately 
causes particularly serious consequences shall 
be liable to life imprisonment or the death 
penalty.” 

Thus, and in accordance with the provisions of 
article 2 of the Convention on the Prevention 
and Punishment of the Crime of Genocide, 
to which the GDR acceded as of 25 June 1973, 
article 91 of the Penal Code covers the follow- 
ing acts committed for the purpose of perse- 
cuting, expelling or destroying, in whole or 
in part, a national ethnical, racial or religious 
group or of committing other inhuman acts: 

— killing or causing serious bodily or mental 
harm to members of the group; 

~ deliberately inflicting on the group condi- 
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tions of life calculated to bring about its phys- 
ical destruction in whole or in part; 

— preventing births within the group; 

— forcibly transferring children of the group 
to another group. The protection thus provid- 
ed by article 91 of the Penal Code shows that 
the GDR, by declaring such criminal acts 
punishable by law, also complies fully with the 
provisions of the International Convention on 
the Suppression and Punishment of the Crime 
of Apratheid. Under the provisions of article 
91, also preparations for and attempts at com- 
mitting such crimes are punishable. Where 
such crimes are committed by an organization, 
criminal responsibility applies to each of its 
members, regardless of the form of his or her 
participation. Moreover, in accordance with 
the provisions of article IV of the Convention, 
persons responsible for such crimes are pro- 
ceeded against without distinction as to their 
nationality or the place in which the crimes 
are committed. 

Corresponding with the socialist character of 
the GDR’s society, constitution and legal 
system, this country leaves no room for racism 
or apartheid in whatever form. It is, therefore, 
the primary purpose of the above mentioned 
legal provisions to ensure, in conformity with 
accepted international law, the punishment of 
persons having comitted such crimes outside 
the territory of the GDR. Should any person 
accused of a crime of apartheid in another 
country be found to stay or reside on GDR 
territory, he or she may be extradited. In ac- 
cordance with article VI of the Convention, the 
GDR carries out all the decisions taken by the 
Security Council, which are aimed at the pre- 
vention, suppression and punishment of the 
crime of apartheid. 

The German Democratic Republic maintains 
no relations of any kind with the South African 
apartheid régime, and complies strictly with 
the arms embargo imposed against the latter. 
As a member of the UN Security Council, the 
GDR has done its part to help suppress the 
crime of apartheid. Thus, in the spring of 1981, 


it voted for the resolutions which several non- 
aligned countries had prepared with a view 
to imposing tightened sanctions against South 
Africa. As will be recalled, the adoption of 
these resolutions was blocked by a veto of the 
Western permanent Council members. 

Also in its capacity of member of the Special 
Committee Against Apartheid, the GDR has 
exposed the economic, military and nuclear 
collaboration of imperialist countries with the 
South African racist régime and laid bare the 
reasons why that inhuman system can continue 
its racist policies in spite of all United Nations 
resolutions. At the eighth emergency special 
session of the United Nations General Assem- 
bly, which reviewed the question of Namibia, 
and at the International Conference on Sanc- 
tions against South Africa, the GDR’s repre- 
sentatives came out in support of comprehen- 
sive sanctions against South Africa. The Ger- 
man Democratic Republic fully endorses the 
documents adopted on those occasions. 

At the Seminar on Publicity and Role of Mass 
Media in International Mobilization against 
Apartheid, held in the capital of German 
Democratic Republic, Berlin, in September 
1981, the participants from the GDR strongly 
argued in favour of increased efforts by gov- 
ernments, non-governmental organizations, 
national civic organizations and the mass 
media to make world public opinion aware of 
Pretoria’s crimes and to eliminate the apart- 
heid régime. The GDR delegation played a 
major part in working out the pertinent re- 
commendations embodied in the Berlin Decla- 
ration. 

The policy of the socialist German State is 
aimed at preserving and strengthening peace. 
This includes. support of the peoples’ fight for 
national and social liberation and of the strug- 
gle to eradicate colonialism, racism and apart- 
heid. Especially against the background of 
stepped-up competitive armament and con- 
frontation politics by aggressive imperialist 
forces, the battle for the complete elimination 
of apartheid has acquired special significance. 
The attempts by imperialist quarters to per- 
petuate the rule of the South African apartheid 
régime and even to enlist it in their military 
alliance, notwithstanding that régime’s intrinsic 
tendency towards aggressive human rights 
violations, are particularly alarming and 
amount to flagrantly defying international law. 
The fact that the Reagan Administration has 


declared the apartheid State a “friendly power” 
can only be interpreted as downright en- 
couragement for South Africa to continue and 
escalate its policy of terror, which is a threat 
to peace. 

In view of this situation, the Government and 
the people of the German Democratic Republic 
regard it as their natural duty to continue to 
side firmly with the peoples fighting against 
imperialism, colonialism, neo-colonialism, ra- 
cism and apartheid. The peoples of southern 
Africa, which, under the leadership of their 
national liberation organizations, ANC and 
SWAPO, are battling against colonial and 
racist oppression and for their legitimate right 
to freedom, independence and self-determina- 
tion, have the GDR’s special backing. In its 
1981 Solidarity Appeal, the 10th Congress of 
the Socialist Unity Party of Germany declared, 
inter alia: ‘““‘We greet all fighters for national 
and social liberation who are exposed to rep- 
ression, persecution and discrimination and 
who in deep clandestinity are waging, often at 
the risk of their lives, a selfless struggle for 
peace, democracy, national independence and 
social progress, against war, fascism, colonial- 
ism and neo-colonialism, against imperialism 
and hegemonism. The Socialist Unity Party of 
Germany and the people of the German Demo- 
cratic Republic will continue to fulfil con- 
sistently their internationalist commitments 
and exercise fraternal solidarity with all 
fighters for peace, democracy, national inde- 
pendence and social progress!” The cause of 
rendering the peoples in southern Africa po- 
litical, diplomatic and material assistance is 
wholeheartedly supported by the people of the 
GDR. Through wide-ranging solidarity activ- 
ities, GDR citizens have been providing ma- 
terial aid as well as moral encouragement to 
those fighting against colonialism, racism and 
apartheid. The forms of such aid and en- 
couragement are many. Important dates in the 
solidarity work of. GDR civic organizations for 
the benefit of the peoples in the south of the 
African continent are, in particular, the Week 
of Solidarity with the Anti-Imperialist Struggle 
of the Peoples of Africa, observed in May; the 
ANC Founding Day (8 January); the Interna- 
tional Day for the Elimination of Racial Dis- 
crimination (21 March); the South African 
Freedom Day (26 June), and the Day of Soli- 
darity with South African Political Prisoners 
(11 October). 
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Also the annual radio solidarity concerts, and 
the big solidarity bazaar held in Berlin’s 
Alexander Square on the eve of World Peace 
Day each year are expressions of the GDR’s 
active solidarity. At a meeting held on 25 May 
1981, on the occasion of the Week of Solidar- 
ity with the Anti-Imperialist Struggle of the 
Peoples of Southern Africa, the Head of the 
ANC Office in the capital of the GDR, Berlin, 
Anthony Le Clerk Mongalo, expressly ac- 
knowledged the increased tokens of solidarity 
from the GDR people for his organization and 
the South African people. 

Between May 1976 and April 1981, thanks to 
the contributions generously made by all sec- 
tions of the people, the GDR Solidarity Com- 
mittee provided a total of about 1,000 million 
marks in solidarity aid. Over the same period, 
more than 800 young people from Africa, Asia 
and the Middle East were admitted to higher 
or collegiate-level studies or job training in 
the GDR under Solidarity Committee scholar- 
ship programmes, and some 1,300 wounded or 
sick freedom fighters received medical treat- 
ment. In 1980 alone, the GDR people’s inter- 
national solidarity grants totalled well over 
200 million marks. 

Recipients of solidarity aid included SWAPO 
refugee camps in southern Angola and the 
ANC instruction centre at Morogoro, Tanzania. 


Furthermore, the GDR assisted the ANC and 
SWAPO in their publishing activities by taking 
care of the printing of their German and Eng- 
lish-language documentary reports. Likewise 
prominent in the GDR’s solidarity activities 
have been relief supplies to the peoples which 
became victims of aggression by South 
Africa. 

As in the past, the German Democratic Re- 
public will continue to cooperate in giving 
effect to the provisions of the International 
convention on the Suppression and Punish- 
ment of the Crime of Apartheid. At the same 
time, it takes the view that it is imperative 
for all States which have not yet become par- 
ties to this Convention to actede to it and 
thereby to strengthen its effectiveness. Espe- 
cially this particular convention must become 
universal in character without delay. At the 
current 36th session of the United Nations 
General Assembly, therefore, the GDR spon- 
sored, just as it did at the preceding sessions, 
a resolution entitled ‘Status of the Interna- 
tional Convention on the Suppression and 
Punishment of the Crime of Apartheid”, which 
was adopted by an overwhelming majority. 


Archives of the Ministry of Foreign Attairs 
of the GDR 


Statement by Dr Gerd Hoehne: Head of the Delegation of the German 
Democratic Republic, at the International Conference on Sanctions 


against South Africa in Paris 


22 May 1981 


The German Democratic Republic attaches 
great importance to the International Con- 
ference on Sanctions against South Africa. 
This conference forms part of the wide range 
of endeavours geared to uniting all forces com- 
mitted to the struggle for international peace 
and security, the national and social libera- 
tion of oppressed peoples, against the arms 
race and the imperialist policy of confronta- 
tion, and it will contribute to making such 
efforts more meaningful. 

Imperialist circles are aggravating the inter- 
national situation. They are pursuing a policy 
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of competitive armament, of threats and inter- 
ference in the internal affairs of other States 
and of suppression of the peoples’ struggle for 
national and social liberation. By proclaiming 
entire regions to be their ‘spheres of in- 
fluence” or “spheres of interest’, those 
quarters seek to maintain their positions or to 
win back lost ones. Their policy is directly 
opposed to the vital interests of peoples and 
constitutes an outright encouragement for 
colonial and racist forces to behave even more 
ruthlessly at home and abroad. Is it not this 
very policy that is at the root of the escala- 


tion of the aggressive acts perpetrated by 
South Africa against sovereign African states 
and of the perfection of the racist terror 
system devised to suppress especially the 
African majority in South Africa and Nami- 
bia? 

Those imperialist States and corporations 
which, in blatant disregard for valid resolu- 
tions and in defiance of international law, are 
continuing their collaboration with Pretoria 
bear the responsibility for the fact that, after 
so many years, the apartheid regime is still 
trampling under foot the rights and the 
dignity of the African majority and that it has 
become a serious danger to world peace. 

The apartheid regime is a regime of terror 
condemned by the United Nations because of 
its aggressions against sovereign states and 
its occupation of Namibia. 

We wholeheartedly share the view expressed 
here by representatives of numerous countries 
that the above-mentioned forces equip the 
South African racists with most modern 
weaponry in order to secure their own eco- 
nomic, political, military and strategic in- 
terests in southern Africa. 

Equally alarming are the statements of those 
who are explicitly favouring an expansion of 
NATO’s sphere to include South Africa. 
During their talks recently held in Berlin, the 
foreign ministers of the German Democratic 
Republic and the People’s Republic of Angola 
resolutely opposed the permanent attempts 
by imperialist States to interfere in the in- 
ternal affairs of African countries, to establish 
military bases in the African continent, as 
well as designs to create an imperialist aggres- 
sive military alliance in the South Atlantic re- 
gion. 

The interlocking of foreign corporations with 
the South African arms manufacturing in- 
dustry takes many forms, ranging from the 
supply of weapons to the production of war 
material by subsidiaries of South Africa-based 
international corporations and the granting of 
licenses to South African companies. Relevant 
corroborating evidence is contained in the 
report of the arms embargo committee of the 
UN Security Council (Doc. $/14179). All the 
above ties are illegal and, in the final analysis, 
directed against the arms embargo imposed on 
South Africa, which, after all, was adopted 
with the votes of the Western members of the 
Security Council. 


Particular dangers for peace and security 
ensue from Pretoria’s nuclear ambitions, 
backed by certain NATO States and by Israel. 
Resolute action is urgent. The position of the 
German Democratic Republic, in this respect, 
is clear. My country maintains no relations 
whatsoever with the apartheid regime. It 
strictly complies with all obligations resulting 
from pertinent resolutions of the United Na- 
tions. 

The response given at the tenth Congress of 
the Socialist Unity Party of Germany held in 
Berlin in mid-April to the imperialist policy 
of confrontation was a programme of con- 
structive initiatives to strengthen international 
security and to make peace the normal way 
of life of states and peoples. In an appeal 
adopted on the same occasion, the GDR 
reiterated its firm solidarity with all patriots 
fighting for national and social liberation: 
“The Socialist Unity Party and the people of 
the GDR will continue to consistently fulfil 
their internationalist commitments and exer- 
cise fraternal solidarity with all fighters for 
peace, democracy, national independence and 
social progress.” 

The German Democratic Republic advocates 
most vigorously mandatory sanctions against 
South Africa in accordance with Chapter VII 
of the UN Charter. Comprehensive sanctions 
would, in our view, be a proper and effective 
means of eliminating the permanent and mas- 
sive violation of human rights in southern 
Africa and of eventually creating stability in 
the region. As a member of the UN Security 
Council, the GDR therefore, on 30 April this 
year, voted in favour of the imposition of 
comprehensive sanctions against South Africa 
as proposed by the group of African states. 
The GDR ‘is for the strict observance of the 
current arms embargo and backs demands for 
strengthening this embargo as contained in 
proposals advanced by the arms embargo com- 
mittee of the UN Security Council. 

Moreover, the GDR pronounces itself for eco- 
nomic sanctions, especially the imposition of 
an oil embargo. But what is needed most is 
the immediate discontinuation of any kind of 
nuclear cooperation with the racist regime. 
The United Nations has means and ways to 
force South Africa to give up its racist policy 
and its illegal occupation of Namibia. How- 
ever, this can be achieved only if all States 
display the required political will and. re- 
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nounce saving a regime condemned by the 
peoples of the world. The recent Security 
Council session on Namibia has shown again 
that certain Western states are not prepared 
to do so and that they prevent the imposition 
of effective UN sanctions against South Africa. 
They have been doing that for years under the 
untenable pretext that sanctions would not 
help bring about a solution. 

Yet, they have failed to furnish convincing 
proof for their contention while we can 
provide evidence that decades of so-called 
peaceful influence on the apartheid regime 
have merely strengthened that regime 
further, enabling it to keep up its illegal oc- 
cupation of Namibia. It is commonly known 
that these States do not hesitate to use 
political and economic coercion against other 
countries if their peoples are unwilling to 
submit to the diktat of international corpora- 
tions and other imperialist forces. In such in- 
stances, they even threaten to use force. 

How is one to judge these varied approaches 
by imperialist States? 

Can their conduct be characterized any other- 
wise than as an attempt to preserve imperialist 
predominance through the colonial and fascist 
apartheid regime in southern Africa? The fact 
that they call the apartheid State a friendly 
power speaks for itself and has made their 
position clear. It leaves no doubt why sanc- 
tions are rejected. 

At whatever angle you may look at the mat- 
ter, profit and the unhampered exploitation of 
raw materials as well as strategic considera- 
tions are put above peoples’ legitimate in- 
terests. 


The last stronghold of colonialism, racism and 
apartheid must be eliminated as swiftly as 
possible. Despite terror and large-scale op- 
pression, the peoples of South Africa and 
Namibia are stepping up their just struggle 
for national and social liberation. 

All states have the obligation to support these 
peoples’ liberation struggle against the peace- 
imperilling and inhuman regime of apart- 
heid. 

For decades, the GDR has been standing 
firmly by the side of the peoples of Namibia 
and South Africa and the legitimate represen- 
tatives of their interests. We are united in the 
struggle against colonialism, racism, apart- 
heid, imperialist tutelage and interference. 
The socialist German State continues thus the 
rich anti-imperialist and anti-colonial tradi- 
tions of its revolutionary working class. 
Solidarity with, and support for, these peo- 
ples’ struggle against colonial and racist sup- 
pression, for self-determination and _ social 
progress is in full harmony with relevant UN 
resolutions. 

Resistance with all available means against 
the murderous regime of apartheid has for 
long been legitimized by international law, 
something that cannot be changed even by at- 
tempts to defame freedom fighters as ter- 
rorists. The history of the struggle for na- 
tional and social liberation has rendered 
ample proof that any defamation of the fight- 
ers for that just cause will fail and progress 
will triumph. 


Archives of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
of the GDR 


Joint statement issued by the GDR Committee for the UN Decade 
of Action to Combat Racism and Racial Discrimination and the Solidarity 
Committee of the GDR to mark the International Day of Solidarity 


with the Fighting People of South Africa 


16 June 1981 


On the International Day of Solidarity with 
the Struggling People of South Africa, 16 June, 
we pledge our sympathy and our interna- 
tionalist solidarity with the oppressed people 
of South Africa and its leading force, the Afri- 
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can National Congress. Our solidarity and 
support go out to the South African patriots, 
who are waging a difficult struggle for the 
elimination of apartheid, for freedom, self- 
determination and equality. The Soweto 


uprising of 16 June 1976 and its bloody sup- 
pression by the apartheid soldiery was the 
beginning of a new wave of resistance to the 
racist regime of oppression. Mass demonstra- 
tions, strikes, protest and armed action, 
launched by liberation fighters, are a reflec- 
tion of the South African people’s growing 
determination to implement its inalienable 
rights. With the political, economic and 
military encouragement of imperialist states 
and corporations, the apartheid regime has 
stepped up its internal and external terror 
and aggression. The forces who have been 
preventing the United Nations Security Coun- 
cil from taking comprehensive measures 
against the racist regime and who try to 
defame the peoples’ liberation struggle as ter- 
rorism also aid and abet that regime. 

We condemn most strongly the brutal oppres- 
sion and exploitation of millions of South 
Africans, the escalation of South Africa’s acts 
of aggression against peaceful neighbouring 
states, and the occupation and plundering of 
Namibia in contravention of international law. 
The dangers resulting from such a policy are 
compounded by Pretoria’s ambition to come 
into possession of nuclear weapons. 

The verdict that the peoples of the world have 
passed on South Africa’s apartheid policy is 
unanimous. So long as racial discrimination 
and apartheid are not completely wiped out 
in South Africa, massive violations of human 
rights and human dignity will continue, and 
peace and international security remain 


seriously threatened. The main obstacle to the 
elimination of that perilous hotbed of conflict 
is the collaboration of imperialist states and 
corporations with the rulers in South Africa. 
This is what the international conference on 
sanctions against South Africa in Paris re- 
cently brought out again. 

We demand most emphatically: 

an end to the rule of apartheid in South Africa 
and to collaboration of imperialist states and 
corporations with that regime; 

the immediate release of Nelson Mandela and 
of all other imprisoned South African pa- 
triots ; 

the adoption against the apartheid state of 
effective and comprehensive sanctions to bring 
about its complete isolation; 

the taking of prompt measures in compliance 
with the decisions of the Security Council to 
end the occupation of Namibia in violation of 
international law and to ensure its freedom 
and independence. 

We take the International Day of Solidarity 
with the Struggling People of South Africa as 
an occasion to reiterate that the GDR, as re- 
cently expressed at the Tenth Congress of the 
Socialist Unity Party of Germany, will con- 
tinue to stand firmly on the side of those 
fighting against colonialism, racism and 
apartheid, for national and social indepen- 
dence and self-determination. 


GDR Solidarity Committee Archives 


Speech delivered by Kurt Seibt, Chairman of the Central Auditing 
Commission of the Socialist Unity Party of Germany and President 

of the Solidarity Committee of the GDR, at an extended meeting of the 
Presidium of the Solidarity Committee of the GDR in Berlin 


25 June 1981 


The year 1981 is of equally major importance 
as the previous period to the solidarity move- 
ment in the German Democratic Republic, 
and thus, to the activities of the Solidarity 
Committee. 

The decisions of the 10th Congress of the So- 
cialist Unity Party of Germany are a decisive 
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influence on our present and future work. In 
accordance with the internationalist traditions 
of the SED, the 10th Party Congress stressed 
the deep bonds and solidarity felt by the peo- 
ple of the GDR for the socialist fraternal 
countries, above all the USSR, the communist 
and workers’ parties in all continents of the 
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globe, the national liberation movement and 
the other democratic and progressive parties 
and organizations. 

High esteem and deep satisfaction were voiced 
in the messages of greeting of the representa- 
tives of 125 parties and progressive organiza- 
tions from 109 countries on the successful im- 
plementation of the ideas of Marx, Engels 
and Lenin on German soil—in our socialist 
German Democratic Republic. They also stated 
that the teachings of Marxism-Leninism have 
become a shining banner for the national and 
social liberation of the peoples in all regions 
of the world. 

The delegates to the 10th Party Congress 
proclaimed their unswerving loyalty to pro- 
letarian internationalism and internationalist 
solidarity. The report of the Central Commit- 
tee, the speeches and contributions were 
deeply imbued with the vital spirit of the al- 
liance with the party and the country of Le- 
nin, the growing strength of the alliance be- 
tween the three main revolutionary currents 
of the present time. The standpoint of the 
representatives from Vietnam, Nicaragua, El 
Salvador, Mozambique, Chile, South Africa 
and Afghanistan, from France and the US, in 
fact from all parties and organizations, rep- 
resented at the Party Congress bore witness 
to this. 

Thus the 10th Party Congress became a true 
forum for a world-scale exchange of ex- 
periences of the revolutionary forces of our 
time, whereby all-prevailing was the knowl- 
edge that socialism and peace form an in- 
separable unity. Socialism is decisively and to 
an ever greater degree influencing the course 
of world history. The peoples fighting for 
their liberation draw strength and energy from 
this, for their struggle for national and social 
liberation ranks in the world-wide struggle 
for peacé and progress, against imperialist 
wars and neo-colonialist exploitation. Erich 
Honecker expressed this thus: ‘There is no 
cause nobler for us communists than fighting 
with all vigour and enthusiasm for peace in 
the interest of the peoples.”” This cause merits 
all our strength, the solidarity rendered by the 
GDR and the activities of the Solidarity Com- 
mittee in the forthcoming period. 

Peace, the strengthening of the socialist com- 
munity, anti-imperialist solidarity, are the pil- 
lars of our party’s foreign policy, as specified 
by Erich Honecker at the 10th Congress of the 
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SED. They correspond to the nature of social- 
ism, the will of the people of our country and 
the interests of the world’s peoples. 

At the beginning of the 1980s international 
relations are characterized by an intensive 
fight between two trends in world politics. 
The fate of the peoples and mankind's peace- 
ful future are dependent on who ultimately 
prevails in this struggle: the forces advocating 
a curbing of the arms race, and coming out 
for peace and détente and the sovereign rights 
and liberties of the peoples, or those pursuing 
a policy of confrontation and arms build-up, 
a policy of threats and interference in the in- 
ternal affairs of other countries, a policy of 
suppressing the national and social liberation 
struggle. 

Imperialism has had to endure painful defeats 
in the loss of further spheres of domination 
and influence in Africa, Asia, the Near and 
Middle East and Latin America. It has made 
many adventurist attempts to regain these 
positions or win new ones. It is and will re- 
main a danger and threat to the peoples 
through its irrationality and striving for 
hegemony. 

By once again donning the uniform of the 
world’s policeman, American imperialism is 
preventing the settlement of acute conflict 
situations in different regions of the world, it 
is engendering new tensions in the Gulf re- 
gion, the Indian Ocean and the Caribbean. It 
is planning to set up an aggressive imperialist 
military pact in the South Atlantic and in 
South-East Asia without a second thought. The 
USA has set up a rapid deployment force for 
military interventions. 

The plans for the accelerated development 
and deployment of new types and systems of 
means of mass destruction are particularly 
dangerous. 

With great circumspection and readiness to 
negotiate, the Soviet Union is countering this 
imperialist war mania and feverish arms race, 
with a new programme for peace and security. 
We, the citizens of the GDR, fully support the 
major new initiatives for safeguarding peace 
which Leonid Brezhnev announced from the 
rostrum of the 26th Congress of the CPSU 
and in his latest statements. 

Proceeding on the principle that anti-imperial- 
ist solidarity is part and parcel of the struggle 
to safeguard peace, a main aspect of the So- 
lidarity Committee’s work will be to expose 


and repudiate imperialism’s brutal policy of 
aggression against the peoples of Africa, Asia 
and Latin America. 

Through our practical solidarity aid we sup- 
port the progressive peoples and movements 
to more resolutely assert their rights, to re- 
pulse imperialist attacks and to attain or con- 
solidate economic independence. On the one 
hand this cements the GDR’s good reputation 
in these countries and by the same token 
enables the latter’s peoples to draw closer to 
the socialist community. 

Our task is to elucidate the peace proposals 
of the 26th CPSU Congress and at the same 
time to expose the policies of the Reagan ad- 
ministration and the global strategy of NATO. 
Special efforts are required to rebuff imperial- 
ism’s smear campaign by which all liberation 
movements and forces rendering solidarity 
to them are labelled ‘‘terrorist’”. But in fact 
terrorism is far more Washington’s trade mark 
today. Wherever terrorism is perpetrated 
against peace and progress the US is involved. 
One only has to think of Korea, Vietnam, El 
Salvador and the Arab countries. 

Nobody can ignore the increasing activity of 
the liberated countries of Africa, Asia and 
Latin America in the international arena, in 
the struggle for peace, security and disarma- 
ment, against the remnants of colonialism, 
against neo-colonialism and racism. These sta- 
tes are making vigorous use of the indepen- 
dence they have won. Alongside their growing 
international role these young countries are 
undergoing profound internal and political 
changes. The socialist alternative of develop- 
ment is gaining increasing influence and at- 
traction. The social content of the national 
liberation movement is deepening. The peo- 
ple’s revolutions in Mozambique, Angola, 
Ethiopia and in the People’s Democratic Re- 
public of Yemen, as well as the progressive 
changes in Afghanistan, Nicaragua and Gre- 
nada are eloquent proof of this. Erich Ho- 
necker said at the 10th Party Congress: “‘It is 
gratifying for us to know that the revolu- 
tionary forces of these countries are turning 
to scientific socialism and are advancing under 
the leadership of vanguard parties.” This is 
the only, the real road to freedom from im- 
perialist bondage. 

Proceeding from the great importance attached 
to safeguarding peace and security in Asia, 
especially in South-East Asia, solidarity for 
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the struggle of the peoples of Vietnam, Laos 
and Kampuchea is still one of the major con- 
cerns of our solidarity activities. South-East 
Asia has long represented one of the most 
complicated areas of the world-wide class con- 
flict between socialism and imperialism, be- 
tween the forces of peace and the forces of 
confrontation. 

After the historic victories of the peoples in 
Vietnam, Laos and Kampuchea the situation 
in South-East Asia has changed fundamentally 
representing a valuable contribution to the 
consolidation of peace and security all over 
the world. At the same time a new stage in the 
relations between these three countries has 
been ushered in, based on the principles of 
Marxism-Leninism and proletarian interna- 
tionalism, solidarity, friendship, equal rights, 
and the independence of each state. In view of 
constant military threats and attacks on Viet- 
nam and Laos by the Chinese leaders, and the 
sallies of the remnants of the Pol Pot gangs 
against the People’s Republic of Kampuchea 
this close cooperation assumes particular im- 
portance. In addition to the permanent exter- 
nal threat, Vietnam, Laos and Kampuchea con- 
tinue to face domestic hardships, in particular 
of an economic nature. 

Industry is still little developed, there is a 
lack of foodstuffs and consumer goods and a 
drastic energy shortage. In view of this situa- 
tion and the role the Socialist Republic of 
Vietnam plays as the major socialist force in 
South-East Asia, we continue to follow the 
slogan ‘Solidarity with Vietnam—now more 
than ever”. 

In this spirit the Treaty of Friendship and 
Cooperation between the GDR and Vietnam 
was signed in December 1977. To date, the 
GDR’s material assistance extended to the 
Vietnamese people totals 2,000 million marks. 
In 1980 alone solidarity aid reached 85 million 
marks. 

According to the government-level agreement 
between the GDR and Vietnam of 8 February 
1977, at the beginning of 1981 the 100th sol- 
idarity-financed workshop was handed over in 
Vietnam. These workshops render services, 
produce consumer goods and also provide 
vocational training. This January an agree- 
ment was signed in Hanoi, which schedules 
the reconstruction of several craft workshops 
and the construction of 15 new workshops by 
1985. 
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Based on the Friendship Treaty between our 
two countries a government-level agreement 
was signed in Berlin on 25 May this year on 
the granting of solidarity aid to the tune of 
37 million marks to Vietnam in 1981. This 
agreement provides for further deliveries to 
the orthopaedic technical centre in Ba Vi, for 
the workshop programme, for the Friendship 
hospital in Hanoi, and for the expansion of the 
vocational training centre in Pho Yen. In ad- 
dition, tissue, medicines, teaching material and 
other goods have also been earmarked for 
delivery. They will be financed by donations 
from the population and social organizations, 
in particular the Confederation of Free Ger- 
man Trade Unions (FDGB). 

In February I was able to symbolically hand 
over 60,000 copies of the first of a six-volume 
addition of Marx and Engels works in Vietna- 
mese to the Vietnamese Ambassador. The edi- 
tion is being published by Dietz Verlag. 

The campaigns of solidarity with Vietnam run 
by the Young and Thalmann Pioneer Organi- 
zations deserve: special mention. In honour 
of the 40th anniversary of the Ho Chi Minh 


Pioneer Organization they collected over 


3 million marks under the slogan ‘School 
books for Vietnam”. On 6 May, Helga Labs, 
Chairwoman of the Ernst Thalmann Pioneer 
Organization symbolically handed over this 
large sum to the President of the Solidarity 
Committee at an impressive rally in Potsdam. 
The first consignment of the books and other 
teaching materials has already reached Hai- 
phong, the second batch was shipped out in 
early June. Preceding this, a solidarity action 
of our Pioneer Organization for the children 
of Kampuchea also yielded 3 million marks. 
Dear -friends, let us rally more closely and ac- 
tively in solidarity with the fraternal Viet- 
namese people so that they can progress with 
their peaceful construction. 

The Laotian people is also achieving major 
successes in consolidating people’s power and 
in the gradual transition towards building a 
socialist society thanks to the able leadership 
of the Popular Revolutionary Party of Laos. 
Our material solidarity aid rendered to the 
Lao People’s Democratic Republic amounted 
to approximately 11 million marks in 1980. 
Among other things we have delivered fabrics, 
bicycles and medicaments, and have also had 
a hand in setting up training workshops. On 
request of the Laotian government, school 
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books in Lao were printed in the GDR. The 
training of 400 Laotian apprentices in the 
GDR is undoubtedly a further valuable contri- 
bution to building up Laos. 

Exchanges of experience, and consultations on 
how to make solidarity more effective and on 
further cooperation were a central feature of a 
visit which the GDR Solidarity Committee 
paid to Vientiane in May this year. Together 
‘with the GDR-Laos Economic Committee we 
talked about how to support our Laotian 
friends still more effectively. 

Solidarity with the People’s Republic of Kam- 
puchea is continuing. The MS ‘Frederick 
Engels” is responsible for delivering the soli- 
darity goods planned for 1981 to Kam- 
puchea. 

The 4th Congress of the People’s Revolu- 
tionary Party of Kampuchea held in Phnom 
Penh in May stated that it is “‘the joint task 
of the entire party and the whole people at the 
present stage to resolutely defend national 
independence, to further build up the father- 
land in a transitional period and advance step 
by step towards socialism”. 

The people of Kampuchea manifested their 
support for the policies of the United Front 
for National Salvation of Kampuchea and the 
Revolutionary People’s Council in the elec- 
tions on 1 May. These policies have yielded 
rich fruit during the past two years of re- 
vival. 

Thanks to its own efforts, thanks to the soli- 
darity of Vietnam, the Soviet Union, the GDR 
and other fraternal socialist countries as well 
as international organizations, agriculture has 
been set going once again. Sixty industrial 
enterprises have resumed production and 
traffic is flowing. Schools, including higher 
education establishments have opened their 
doors again. Medical care has been con- 
siderably improved also thanks to several 
doctors and nurses from the GDR. Life is get- 
ting back to normal and the population is pre- 
sently discussing a draft democratic constitu- 
tion for the country. 

Alongside this progressive internal develop- 
ment the international reputation of the Peo- 
ple’s Republic of Kampuchea has consequently 
also been growing and today it is diploma- 
tically recognized by 30 states. The time will 
come too, when the Revolutionary People’s 
Council. of Kampuchea will take its rightful 
UN seat. 


Fulfilling our internationalist obligation to 
help the young People’s Republic gain inter- 
national recognition we have sent 20 copies 
of the film ‘“Kampuchea- Death and Rebirth” 
in different languages to countries in Western 
Europe, Africa, Asia and Latin America. The 
film made by the Heynowski/Scheumann stu- 
dio, which incidentally was also shown at the 
UN headquarters in New York, will help to 
make the truth about Kampuchea known all 
over the world. 

Last year we supported the peaceful construc- 
tion in Kampuchea by solidarity funds to the 
tune of 25 million marks. The young people’s 
power received chiefly foodstuffs and medi- 
cines, medical instruments, fabrics, bicycles, 
lorries and other means of transport. In line 
with the Treaty of Friendship and Cooperation 
between the GDR and the People’s Republic of 
Kampuchea signed in Berlin on 18 March 
1980, the GDR will continue to help the Kam- 
puchean people to overcome the difficult heri- 
tage of the terror regime. 

We are glad to state that the relations of 
friendship and cooperation between Vietnam, 
Laos and Kampuchea and the socialist com- 
munity are strengthening and their status in 
the peoples’ struggle for peace and social 
progress is growing. We will also continue to 
give all our support to the peoples of Indo- 
china so that they can fulfil their historic 
role. 

At the beginning of the 1980s, Africa is 
showing itself to be a continent of dynamic 
profound changes. 

During the past two decades the colonial sys- 
tem in its classic forms has been eliminated 
there. 

Fifty nationally liberated countries have 
emerged from the ruins of the former colonial 
possessions—a result of the historic victory 
achieved by the national liberation movement 
in the struggle against imperialism and colo- 
nialism. 

Today, in the solution of present problems of 
international life, Africa is speaking out loudly 
in favour of peace, disarmament, détente, and 
for the freedom and independence of the peo- 
ples. Political independence was only the first 
step towards a free and independent develop- 
ment of the African peoples along the road 
of social progress. Today the young states 
face no less complicated tasks, namely to era- 
dicate the roots of imperialist exploitation, to 


develop the economy, in particular the agra- 
rian sector, and to democratize social life. 
We back their struggle for transforming inter- 
national economic relations and for restricting 
the sway of foreign capital in their countries. 
The imperialist states ostentatiously praise 
their neo-colonialist ‘‘aid’ but remain silent 
about the huge profits they squeeze out of the 
developing countries. The transnational com- 
panies are following in the colonialists’ foot- 
steps. Their means and methods might be 
more cleverly devised but their aims do not 
differ in any way from those of their pre- 
decessors. They continue to exploit the peo- 
ples, incapacitate them politically and plunder 
their natural wealth. 

The activities of these transnational mono- 
polies are transpiring to be a severe obstacle 
on the path towards the full political and 
economic independence of the Asian, African 
and Latin American countries. Consequently, 
more and more people in these countries are 
coming to recognize who their friends are and 
who their enemies. It is becoming increasingly 
evident that socialism, and the national libera- 
tion movement and the countries which have 
emerged from it, are natural allies in the 
world-wide class conflict with imperialism. 

In coordination with the GDR’s diplomatic 
and trade relations, the Solidarity Committee 
has taken over schemes within the framework 
of state agreements. For instance, our soli- 
darity aid for the mining centre in Moatize 
is closely linked to the economic agreement 
GDR-People’s Republic of Mozambique. 
While specialists from the Schwarze Pumpe 
combine are helping to set up and develop 
hard coal mining in line with a state agree- 
ment within the framework of the economic 
agreement GDR-—Mozambique, we, the Soli- 
darity Committee, are helping to build in the 
same locality a catering centre for the work- 
ers as well as cultural and educational ameni- 
ties, and to guarantee medical care for the 
Mozambican miners and their families. 
Around 5 million marks annually coming from 
donations by the population are destined for 
this purpose. Based upon an agreement be- 
tween the Solidarity Committee and the 
Schwarze Pumpe combine, it has made our 
help more effective. 

Involving the Solidarity Committee in the work 
of the joint economic commission is proving 
to be beneficial for the Mozambican party 
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as well as the foreign trade interests of the 
GDR. 

Socialist Ethiopia has five years of profound 
changes and hard tests behind it. The country 
is going through the phase of national demo- 
cratic revolution and the working people are 
making all efforts to create the foundations 
for socialist construction, as Mengistu Haile 
Mariam put it. 

Feudal capitalist restoration attempts by right- 
ists have failed, as have terrorist attacks by 
anarchists, and adventures to separate areas 
from the Ethiopian state, staged and encourag- 
ed by imperialists and reactionaries. 

The Ethiopian people with its heroic and rich 
history has defended the sovereignty and 
national independence of its country in a costly 
struggle. 

In its foreign policy based on peaceful coexis- 
tence and fruitful international cooperation, 
Ethiopia is striving to create the most favour- 
able external conditions for the socialist path 
of development. 

The socialist community stands firmly at the 
side of this fraternal country. The GDR sup- 
ports Ethiopia in its economic and social de- 
velopment in a host of ways. We supply agri- 
cultural technology and industrial installa- 
tions, send experts highly experienced in so- 
cialist construction and FDJ brigades (Free 
German Youth), and undertake the training of 
cadres. 

A long-term GDR solidarity project for Ethio- 
pia is the delivery of a repair station for trac- 
tors and agricultural technology which also 
comprises a vocational training centre. It is 
still in the process of construction and will be 
handed over this year. 

At the request of the Ethiopian government 
that we help in the resettlement of drought- 
stricken people, we have promptly delivered 
a relief consignment to a value of 5 million 
marks. 

The people of Angola is resolutely striding 
along the path of national construction and 
social progress. The First Special Congress of 
the MPLA-Party of Labour in December 1980 
provided the guidelines for the forthcoming 
tasks. ‘‘The years up to 1985 must become the 
decisive stage in the creation of the socio- 
political, material and technological founda- 
tions for building socialism,’ it stated. The 
scale of the tasks can only be appreciated if 
one bears in mind the conditions under which 
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the Angolan state and party leadership are 
pursuing the course of economic development 
and social transformation. After the heavy 
struggle against the Portuguese colonial re- 
gime and UNITA gangs the Angolan people 
had to wage a second liberation struggle 
against CIA-backed South African interven- 
tionists in 1975 and 1976. 

Despite international condemnation, including 
from UN bodies, and humiliating defeats, the 
South African aggressors are continuing to 
pursue their undeclared war not only against 
the People’s Republic of Angola but also 
against Mozambique, Zambia and Zimbabwe. 
Imperialism is supporting UNITA gangs which 
are on the rampage again in the southern part 
of Angola. Heavy concentrations of South 
African military forces are ranged along the 
Angolan and Mozambican borders, launching 
frequent attacks. Pretoria’s current increased 
aggressiveness is directly connected with the 
South Africa policy of the new US administra- 
tion. Washington is openly collaborating with 
the racist regime. There is no mention of bar- 
barous apartheid in Reagan’s utterances con- 
cerning the Republic of South Africa. Yet he 
stresses the significance of the Republic of 
South Africa as an ally in the fight against 
“international terrorism”. Weapons of all 
kinds are being delivered and attacks of the 
racist South African military machine on 
neighbouring countries are being tacitly sanc- 
tioned. However, despite everything they will 
not succeed in crushing Angola’s indepen- 
dence. In the five years since liberation, 
Angola has been consolidating its internal and 
external positions. The People’s Republic has 
many friends and it can reckon with their 
help, including of course ours. Numerous 
specialists from the GDR are working in 
several provinces of Angola. They are work- 
ing in the health service, in agriculture, educa- 
tion, and port management and rail transport. 
FDJ Friendship Brigades support the Angolan 
working people in five provines. 

Solidarity relations of similar character are 
maintained with the People’s Republic of the 
Congo, Benin, Madagascar, SAo Tomé and 
Principe, Guinea-Bissau and the Cape Verde 
Islands. 

In cooperation with the national UNICEF com- 
mittee of the GDR the Solidarity Committee 
has set aside a total of 300,000 marks for 
medicines within the framework of a UN 


special programme for helping children in 
Ethiopia and Angola. 

The development of such progressive countries 
as Ethiopia, Angola and Mozambique stimu- 
lates and encourages the anti-imperialist 
struggle of the peoples of Africa and is a 
peace-stabilizing factor on this continent. 
The victory of the people of Zimbabwe in 
1980 meant another heavy defeat for imperial- 
ism on the African continent, and thus re- 
stricted racism even more in the south. The 
GDR and all socialist countries side in soli- 
darity with the people of Zimbabwe and sup- 
port the Mugabe government. 

Namibia’s independence is becoming an in- 
creasingly pressing issue today. It is im- 
perative that the decisions of the UN Security 
Council are implemented and that self-deter- 
mination is accorded the people of Namibia 
under the leadership of SWAPO. We condemn 
all manoeuvres of the racists and their im- 
perialist allies aiming to prevent Namibia's 
independence and to perpetuate the illegal 
South African occupation. 

The liberation struggle of the Namibian peo- 
ple goes on. And it will go on until SWAPO, 
recognized internationally and by the UN, 
attains victory. 

In this connection we must mention the 
dangerous NATO plans to turn the racist 
South African regime into imperialism’s agent 
in Africa. For us, for all peace-loving peoples 
all over the world this is an alarm signal to 
intensify the struggle for isolating the apart- 
heid state and to strengthen solidarity with the 
liberation movements of South Africa (ANC) 
and Namibia (SWAPO). 

We have been rendering active political, moral 
and material solidarity to the ANC and 
SWAPO from the very beginning. Thus the 
magazines of both liberation movements, 
Sechaba and Namibia Today are printed in the 
GDR. We support the SWAPO refugee camps 
in southern Angola and the ANC training 
centre in Morogoro, Tanzania. We supply the 
ANC and SWAPO with medicaments, clothing, 
blankets, foodstuffs and fortifiers, teaching 
material and sports articles. 

Backed by anti-imperialist solidarity and 
allied in struggle with the socialist countries 
and all the world’s progressive forces the 
peoples of South Africa and Namibia will gain 
their freedom. Of this we are certain. 

The grave situation in the Middle East, espe- 


cially in Lebanon, is alarming the whole 
world. Leonid Ilyich Brezhnev characterized 
it by the words: ‘One thoughtless step and 
the whole Middle East could by be engulfed 
by the fire of war. And one does not know 
how far the sparks will reach.” 

The criminal aggression of Israel, the in- 
human air raids on Lebanese and Palestinian 
civilians, the piratical assault on the nuclear 
research centre near Baghdad and the attacks 
on the Arab security forces stationed in the 
Lebanon at the behest of the Arab League 
and at the request of the Lebanese govern- 
ment, have aroused world-wide indignation 
including among our people. 

These Israeli actions, unscrupulous and 
brazenly flouting international law, are by no 
means mere coincidence. They are an inherent 
part of the aggravated course of confrontation 
being pursued the most aggressive im- 
perialist forces, for whom Israel is a willing 
puppet. This policy cold-bloodedly ignores 
UN resolutions and the efforts of the peo- 
ples for preserving a secure life and puts 
world peace at risk—as is currently the case in 
the Middle East. 

The Soviet Union has submitted a proposal 
which provides good opportunity for joint ef- 
forts to stabilize the situation in the Middle 
East by means of convening an international 
conference on the question. The proposal has 
been greeted by a positive response in the 
Arab states and many other countries. 
Solidarity with the hard-pressed Palestinian 
people and its sole legitimate representative, 
the PLO, has been a major concern of the 
GDR population for many years. Yassir Ara- 
fat’s presence at the opening of the 10th Con- 
gress of the SED shows the close ties between 
the PLO and this country. 

The Week of Solidarity with the Anti-im- 
perialist Struggle of the Arab Peoples was an 
outstanding event of the GDR solidarity move- 
ment again this year. It also included a film 
festival of solidarity with the Palestinian peo- 
ple. 

The UN Palestine Committee in New York to 
which I reported in November last year was 
deeply impressed by the GDR’s solidarity 
with the Palestinian people. The Solidarity 
Committee took part in the 15th session of the 
PLO National Council in Damascus and had 
meetings with Yassir Arafat, Khaled Fohoum 
and representatives from all PLO affiliates. 
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We will not cease in our energetic solidarity 
with the Palestine Liberation Organization, 
the representative of the Arab people of 
Palestine, and its just struggle for ending the 
Israeli occupation and founding its own 
state. 

The People’s Democratic Republic of Yemen is 
successfully implementing its course of demo- 
cratic construction. The prerequisites are 
being created for a socialist way of develop- 
ment under the leadership of the Yemen 
Socialist Party in the course of which the 
Yemen people is receiving our all-round 
fraternal support. At the request of the Yemen 
government we will deliver urgently needed 
medicaments to a total value of 1.5 million 
marks to the Nasser hospital where GDR 
specialists are working, as well as 500 tonnes 
of cement. 

Our solidarity with all progressive forces in 
the Middle East will go on. 

In accordance with the resolutions of the UN 
and the Organization of African Unity (OAU) 
we support the right of the people of Western 
Sahara to self-determination. We have had 
various contacts with its liberation organiza- 
tion, the POLISARIO front. We grant aid 
through relief consignments for the refugee 
camps and treatment of the injured. 

Hardly anything has aroused such political 
passions, attracted such vehement support and 
hostility and provoked so much lying and 
slander over the past few years as the 
Afghanistan revolution and the events sur- 
rounding it. 

All progressive people heartily welcome the 
new era in the history of Afghanistan. 

The imperialists however, have reacted as they 
always do when liberated countries defend 
their independence. What is actually involved 
is nothing but an attempt to regain Afgha- 
nistan as a strategic deployment area against 
the Soviet Union. 

Provocative utterances on the part of Ameri- 
can politicians are in stark contrast to Leonid 
Ilyich Brezhnev’s statement at the 26th Con- 
gress of the CPSU that the Soviet Union is 
prepared to discuss international aspects of 
the Afghanistan problem. 

Recently the National Fatherland Front of 
Afghanistan was founded in Kabul. It will 
develop into a significant pillar of the working 
people’s power under the leadership of the 
People’s Democratic Party of Afghanistan. 
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Afghanistan also receives our full support. 
This year we will send four special Interflug 
aircraft to Kabul carrying medicaments, cloth- 
ing, books, sewing machines and other goods. 
Latin America and the Caribbean have been 
the subject of increased attention recently. The 
outstanding successes of the Cuban people in 
building socialism have provided a new social 
yardstick for the whole continent. 

The victory of the Nicaraguan revolution is 
another beacon for the oppressed peoples in 
this region. 

The growing resistance to US-backed dictator- 
ships in El Salvador, Guatemala, Chile, Uru- 
guay, Bolivia, Paraguay and Haiti, the revolu- 
tionary transformation of the Caribbean island 
of Grenada and the increasing solidarity 
amongst the Latin American peoples them- 
selves bear witness to the fact that at the 
beginning of the 1980s Latin America is ex- 
periencing a new upsurge of democratic and 
revolutionary struggles. 

At the same time it must be pointed out that 
this upswing of the popular movement is 
being accompanied by increased imperialist 
aggressiveness and an aggravated course of 
confrontation. US imperialism under the cur- 
rent administration continues to regard Latin 
America as its backyard in the old colonial 
manner and is directing its aggressive course 
chiefly against socialist Cuba, but also against 
free Nicaragua and Grenada and all other 
democratic and revolutionary movements on 
the continent. 

It is clear that this region is an important, 
hard-contested front of the international class 
conflict between capitalism and socialism. 
The victory of the Nicaraguan people’s revolu- 
tion is an important historical event in the 
anti-imperialist liberation struggle of the 
Latin American peoples. 

Under the leadership of the Sandinist Na- 
tional Liberation Front (FSLN) it has been pos- 
sible in a relatively short time to consolidate 
the new state power. The old state machinery 
and the national guard have been smashed 
and economic life largely reverted to normal. 
The forces of counter-revolution at home and 
abroad are as exasperated at the fact that 
thanks to the great commitment of the masses 
and world-wide solidarity such progress has 
been made in national construction as they are 
at the forthright anti-imperialist foreign policy 
of Nicaragua. Consequently they are seeking 


with increasing unscrupulousness to reverse 
the revolutionary process by all means pos- 
sible and to prevent its further consolidation. 
In traditional imperialist fashion, false reports 
are spread serving as a basis for massive 
military threats and economic blackmail 
against the Nicaraguan people. 

Comrade Erich Honecker recently voiced our 
continuing solidarity in talks with the Nica- 
raguan foreign minister. 

We stood by the Sandinists as the liberation 
struggle was still going on. Once they set 
about building up their country we rendered 
solidarity in the form of several planeloads of 
medicines, tonics and vaccines. We brought 
wounded fighters to Berlin for treatment. We 
sent 250,000 exercise books, ball-point pens 
and other teaching materials to Nicaragua to 
assist the literacy campaign. 

When the US administration withdrew credits 
and halted the grain supply the socialist coun- 
tries stepped in with their help. The GDR 
government decided to send 50,000 tonnes of 
grain to Nicaragua. On top of this urgently 
needed goods valued at several million marks 
will be delivered this year. 

El Salvador, the small Central American re- 
public, has become a focus of general atten- 
tion. At the beginning of 1981, under the 
leadership of the Farabundo Marti liberation 
front, the masses have launched a wide-rang- 
ing political and military offensive against the 
reactionary, pro-imperialist regime which has 
the blood of more than 20,000 victims on its 
hands from over the past two years. Again 
US imperialism is backing the soldiers who 
are killing, torturing and raping in El Salva- 
dor today. 

According to Washington the country is to 
become a “‘test case’. But it was more often 
the case that countries like Korea and Viet- 
nam had to be punished for having the temer- 
ity to assert their right to self-determination 
by “‘being bombed back into the stone age”. 
US imperialism has already once before tried 
to force a country on its doorstep—Cuba—to 
revert to the dark days of Batista. Everybody 
knows how this ended. 

One cannot fail to see that the dominion of 
US imperialism has become increasingly vul- 
nerable. Nicaragua, Grenada and El Salvador 
show that terrorist dictatorships cannot pre- 
vent eruptions of collective popular anger. 
In Uruguay the people unanimously rejected 


the fascist constitution in a referendum. In 
Chile opposition is gaining strength and 
power by the day. Headed by the parties of 
Popular Unity, despite increasing terror, the 
opposition is developing new methods to 
activate the mass movement, isolate the 
dictatorship and unite its forces. During his 
last visit to the GDR, Luis Corvalan said: 
‘‘My people has no other choice than to apply 
all means at its disposal, all forms of struggle, 
including force, to gain its right to bread, 
freedom, and life.” 

We confirm here today: 

We extend our solidarity to the heroic free- 
dom fighters of El Salvador. Equally we side 
with the fighting patriots in Chile, Uruguay, 
Guatemala, Bolivia and Paraguay. 

The whole GDR population, men and women, 
whether they be workers or cooperative 
farmers, members of the youth organizations 
or armed forces, artists, craftsmen, trades- 
people, Christians and pensioners, have a 
major commitment to internationalist Soli- 
darity. 

Thus since the 9th SED Congress in May 1976, 
the Solidarity Committee has been able to re- 
ceive over 1,000 million marks of solidarity 
donations. The main share came from the 
Free German Youth and the Confederation of 
Free German Trade Unions. But also all other 
social organizations are contributing more and 
more to the fact that our country’s population 
is rendering conscious solidarity. 

I want to express gratitude today for the deeds 
and tokens of solidarity which have come from 
people of all walks of life, gratitude for the 
true internationalist attitude of our citizens. 
The GDR enjoys high international reputa- 
tion on account of its unambiguous stand for 
peace, progress and solidarity with the fight- 
ers for national and social liberation, which is 
deeply rooted in the people. It fills us with 
pleasure that this was also confirmed by the 
representatives of communist and workers’ 
parties, national revolutionary parties and 
liberation movements at the 10th Congress of 
the SED. But at the same time it gives us a 
feeling of the great responsibility we bear 
alongside the Soviet Union and the other 
fraternal countries in respect of the world re- 
volutionary process as a whole and hence 
every single one of the millions of individuals 
fighting for the social renewal of the world. 
And this responsibility is growing in view of 
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the complicated problems mankind is facing 
in the 1980s. It is our major task to actively 
participate in the achievement of the objec- 
tives set by the 10th SED Congress and to act 
in the spirit of the Solidarity Appeal which 
states: ‘“The Socialist Unity Party of Germany 
and the people of the German Democratic Re- 
public will continue to fulfil consistently their 
internationalist commitments and _ exercise 
fraternal solidarity with all fighters for peace, 
democracy, national independence and social 
progress.” 

We are confident that our active solidarity will 
wreck imperialist attempts to halt world prog- 
ress and at the same time further strengthen 
the power and influence of the socialist com- 
munity. 

To sum this up I would like to stress that our 
assistance is chiefly dedicated to Vietnam, 
Laos and Kampuchea for solving problems in 
South-East Asia. 

We will further extend our solidarity and 
support to young progressive countries in 
Asia, Africa and Latin America in their de- 
fence of their national sovereignty, in their 
struggle for economic independence and 
social progress. In so doing we will attach 


special importance to Ethiopia, Angola, 
Mozambique, Afghanistan, the People’s Demo- 
cratic Republic of Yemen and Nicaragua. 

It is necessary to maintain solidarity with the 
national liberation movements in southern 
Africa and the Middle East. 

And we fully commit ourselves to the resolute 
fighters for freedom and justice in El Salva- 
dor. 

The demands are high. Therefore we call on 
you, dear friends and comrades, to do every- 
thing in your power to strengthen the solidarity 
movement in the GDR. The political and moral 
support for the national and social liberation 
struggle of the peoples must become more 
comprehensive and the material help more 
effective. 

We have to fulfil major and fine tasks. The 
10th Congress of the SED has provided the 
guidelines. Through your active voluntary 
cooperation, dear members of the Presidium 
and solidarity activists, we will master them 
and prove the rightness of our slogan: Soli- 
darity helps win! 


Published by the Solidarity Committee of the GDR 


Joint statement issued by the GDR Committee for the UN Decade of 
Action to Combat Racism and Racial Discrimination, the Solidarity 
Committee of the GDR and the GDR Peace Council in commemoration 


of South African Freedom Day 


26 June 1981 


On the occasion of South African Freedom 
Day the Solidarity Committee of the GDR, 
the GDR Committee for the Decade of Action 
to Combat Racism and Racial Discrimination 
and the GDR Peace Council reaffirm their 
fraternal bonds with all staunch fighters 
against the apartheid regime. South African 
Freedom Day on 26 June 1981 is the day on 
which 26 years ago the Freedom Charter of 
South Africa was proclaimed, a_ historic 
document whose demands have remained the 
basis..of the struggle waged by the oppressed 
South African population to our day. 

The GDR has always extended its solidarity 
and support to the South African patriots, led 
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by the ANC, in their struggle to eliminate 
racism and apartheid, for freedom and self- 
determination. Our greetings go out to all the 
undaunted fighters against the apartheid 
system who languish in concentration camps 
or in prison because they have made a 
courageous stand for the implementation of 
their people’s inalienable rights. We reject 
all imperialist manoeuvres of falsely repre- 
senting the freedom fighters as terrorists. 
Resistance by all means against the 
murderous apartheid regime has long been 
accepted as legitimate in international law. 
Encouraged by the imperialist policy of 
escalating the arms race and of confrontation, 


the Botha regime has stepped up its policy of 
terror and aggression in and outside the 
country. It jeopardizes peace and security not 
only in the region but throughout the world. 
Imperialist collaboration with the racist re- 
gime which defies international law  cul- 
mMinated in the veto put on the application of 
sanctions in the UN Security Council. This 
was yet another proof that these forces put 
their own economic and military-strategic in- 
terests before the rights of nations. 

On the occasion of South African Freedom 
Day we condemn the brutal oppression and 
exploitation of the people of South Africa. 
We demand freedom for all political prisoners 
held by the apartheid regime. We strongly 
oppose the perpetual acts of aggression per- 


petrated by South Africa against sovereign 
neighbouring states. We demand the im- 
mediate withdrawal of the South African oc- 
cupation troops from the illegally occupied 
Namibian territory as well as the implemen- 
tation of Resolution 435 of the UN Security 
Council as a prime requirement of our day. 
Comprehensive sanctions against the apart- 
heid regime must be urgently effected. 
Reaffirming our unswerving solidarity with 
all patriots in southern Africa, the ANC of 
South Africa and SWAPO of Namibia, we 
assure them that we will continue to support 
their just struggle for freedom and prog- 
ress. 


GDR Solidarity Committee Archives 


Communication from the GDR on the fulfilment of the programme 

of action for the full implementation of the Declaration on the Granting 
of Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples 

Ref.: Memorandum of the UN Secretary-General TR 100 (2) GEN 


30 June 1981 


1. In the pursuit of its policy principle to 
support peoples in their national and social 
liberation struggle, the German Democratic 
Republic works for the comprehensive and 
full implementation of the Declaration on the 
Granting of Independence to Colonial Coun- 
tries and Peoples. It strongly condemns all 
attempts to prevent the unrestricted inde- 
pendence and self-determination of peoples. 
The German Democratic Republic therefore 
supported the elaboration of the Plan of 
Action and endorsed it at the XXXV session of 
the General Assembly of the United Na- 
tions. 


2. The German Democratic Republic shares 
a deep concern with a majority of countries 
throughout the world about the aggravation 
of the situation in southern Africa which 
utterly endangers international peace and 
security. That aggravation results from the 
aggressive and terrorist policies of the apart- 
heid regime in South Africa and from its 
political, economic and military support and 
encouragement by NATO states. The German 


Democratic Republic resolutely condemns 
South Africa’s large-scale aggression against 
the People’s Republic of Angola. South Africa 
has to take full responsibility for that serious 
breach of peace. The German Democratic 
Republic declares its unqualified solidarity 
with the people of Angola, who have the right 
to take all the measures necessary to repel the 
aggression and to defend their country’s 
sovereignty and territorial integrity. By its 
recent veto in the Security Council the United 
States of America has once again demon- 
strated its unwillingness to agree to measures 
against South Africa’s peace endangering 
policy. That position means that selfish in- 
terests are being placed above the will of 
peoples to achieve peace, liberty and self- 
determination. The attempts of Pretoria to 
gain control of nuclear weapons are cause 
for alarm, they potentiate the threat to the 
region and to international peace. 


3. South Africa’s policy of apartheid, aggres- 
sion and occupation is directed towards the 
destabilization of sovereign states and the 
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realization of hegemonist designs; it is aimed 
at crushing the liberation struggle of the 
people of Namibia and at continuing its own 
rule over Namibia. The United Nations has a 
great responsibility for ending the illegal oc- 
cupation of Namibia and for implementing 
independence and self-determination for that 
country’s people. The decisions of the Security 
Council provide the basis for action to this 
end. Strict implementation of these decisions 
rather than their modification or additions to 
them is what is in Namibia’s interest. South 
Africa must be forced to fulfil these decisions. 
The German Democratic Republic supports by 
various means the just struggle of the people 
of Namibia under the leadership of SWAPO, 
its sole and authentic representative. Also 
henceforth it will speak out within the United 
Nations for a speedy and just solution to the 
question of Namibia. 


4. The German Democratic Republic main- 
tains no relations with the apartheid regime 
in South Africa. It advocates strict adherence 
to the weapons embargo decision taken by the 
Security Council, and it supports the demand 
that any collaboration with the racist regime 
in the political, economic, military, nuclear 
and other fields be stopped. The German 
Democratic Republic favours concrete action 
by the Security Council, especially the im- 
position of comprehensive sanctions against 
South Africa as repeatedly called for in the 
United Nations resolutions and in documents 
of the non-aligned movement and the OAU. 
The blame for the fact that such measures 
have not been taken as yet is to be put on 
those who have been expanding their coope- 
ration with Pretoria, even declaring South 
Africa a “friendly nation’. That policy con- 
tradicts the purposes and principles of the 
United Nations and is directed against the 
interests of peoples. 

It is necessary to expose and denounce con- 
tinually the dangerous nature and the crimes 
of the apartheid regime, and those forces 
which collaborate with South Africa in viola- 
tions of rules of international law, and to 
mobilize world public opinion for participa- 
tion in the struggle for the elimination of the 
vestiges of colonialism and racism, and of 
apartheid. Therefore, the German Democratic 
Republic is going to work for the implemen- 
tation of the recommendations of the Seminar 
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on Publicity and Role of Mass Media in inter- 
national Mobilization against apartheid. The 
mass media of the German Democratic Republic 
will continue to castigate the crimes committed 
vy the apartheid regime and to support the just 
struggle of the peoples in southern Africa in 
accordance with the provisions of relevant 
United Nations resolutions and of UNESCO’s 
declaration on the mass media. 


5. The universal application of the provisions 
of the Declaration on the Granting of In- 
dependence to Colonial Countries and Peoples 
requires self-determination for those peoples 
who are still living under colonial regimes, 
and the firm rejection of attempts of the 
Powers concerned to maintain their rule over 
Non-Self-Governing Territories in the Pacific, 
Atlantic and Indian Oceans by means of 
military presence and increasing the system 
of military bases. Guam, several islands of the 
Micronesian Trust Territory, islands in the 
Caribbean Sea as well as Diego Garcia have 
been turned into military bases. The militari- 
zation of these territories defies United Na- 
tions resolutions and is a serious obstacle to 
the national independence and the right to 
self-determination of indigenuous peoples. It 
considerably adds to the destabilization of the 
international situation and at the same time 
jeopardizes the security of other regions. This 
is especially true for the Indian Ocean. It is 
the strong view of the German Democratic 
Republic that military bases and facilities in 
colonial territories should be dismantled in 
accordance with the demands embodied in 
United Nations resolutions and that no more 
threat should issue from those territories to 
neighbour states and to international security. 
In this sense the German Democratic Republic 
participates in the work of the United Nations 
Committee on the Indian Ocean with a view 
to transforming that area into a zone of peace, 
security and political stability. 


6. In a Solidarity Appeal the 10th Congress of 
the Socialist Unity Party of Germany reit- 
erated the firm commitment of the German 
Democratic Republic to the struggle of 
peoples for implementing and defending their 
rights. Its extensive solidarity with and as- 
sistance to the colonially and racially op- 
pressed peoples has steadily increased in 
recent years. The large funds raised by 


people of all walks of life in the German 
Democratic Republic and made available to 
the country’s Solidarity Committee are 
evidence of this. These resources are used to 
finance relief consignments consisting of 
clothes, food, medicine and teaching aids, 
medical care, and vocational, technical and 


university education for members of national 
liberation organisations as well as for citizens 
of nationally liberated states. 


Archives of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
of the GDR 


Joint communiqué issued by the government of the German Democratic 
Republic and the delegation of the United Nations Council for Namibia 


31 July 1981* 


At the invitation of the Government of the 
German Democratic Republic, a Mission of 
Consultation of the United Nations Council 
for Namibia, headed by Ambassador Legwaila 
Joseph Legwaila (Botswana), visited Berlin, 
GDR, from 15 July 1981 to 19 July 1981. The 
Mission was composed of Mr Abu Mad. 
Basharat Ali (Bangladesh), Mr Zahary Ra- 
doukov (Bulgaria), Miss Maria Eugenia Tru- 
jillo (Venezuela) and Mr Tuliname Obed Em- 
vula (SWAPO). 

During its stay in the German Democratic 
Republic, the Mission was received by 
Mr Klaus Willerding, Deputy Minister of 
Foreign Affairs, and held substantive discus- 
sions in the Ministry of Foreign Affairs with 
a delegation comprising the following mem- 
bers: Mr Klaus Willerding, Deputy Minister 
of Foreign Affairs; Mr Harald Rose, Direc- 
tor, United Nations Affairs Division; and 
Mr Wolfgang Bayerlacher, Director, East and 
Central Africa Division. 

The Mission met Mr Kurt Seibt, President of 
the Solidarity Committee of the German De- 
mocratic Republic, and Mr Heinrich Toeplitz, 
Chairman of the GDR Committee for the 
Decade for Action to Combat Racism and 
Racial Discrimination. 

In the course of the exchange of views, the 
parties noted that the situation in southern 
Africa had become more critical following the 
escaJation of the policy of apartheid, aggres- 
sion and occupation as pursued by South 
Africa and its blatant refusal to implement the 
pertinent resolutions and decisions of the 
United Nations on the speediest granting of 
independence to the people of Namibia—a 


refusal that became manifest during the pre- 
implementation meetings held in Geneva in 
January 1981. 

In connivance with those Western Powers 
which were collaborating militarily, economic- 
ally and politically with South Africa, the 
latter was trampling upon the decisions of the 
United Nations, intensifying its systematic 
repression against the Namibian people and 
perpetrating repeated acts of aggression 
against independent sovereign African States, 
particularly Angola, acts which constituted no 
longer a threat to but a manifest breach of 
international peace and security. 

South Africa’s obdurate refusal to comply 
with the will of the international community, 
as reflected in United Nations resolutions and 
decisions, was receiving strong encourage- 
ment from certain Western Powers, parti- 
cularly the United States, which, in April, 
together with the other Western permanent 
members of the Security Council, had pre- 
vented the Council from imposing sanctions 
against South Africa. The United States had 
furthermore stepped up its collaboration with 
South Africa in the political, military and 
nuclear fields. The parties condemned the 
collusion of the Western Powers with South 
Africa which was also aimed at destabilizing 
legitimate Governments of independent sover- 
eign African States, in particular that of An- 
gola. This collusion confirmed existing doubts 
about the real intentions of the five Western 
Powers which form the ‘Contact Group”. 
The parties also expressed their deep concern 
about the efforts by South Africa and certain 
Western Powers to forge a South Atlantic 
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Alliance as an instrument for the suppression 
of the liberation struggle in southern Africa 
and perpetuating colonialism in that part of 
the world. 

The GDR Government expressed its support 
for the Panama Declaration and Programme 
of Action on Namibia, adopted by the Council 
on 5 June 1981. 

The Government expressed support for the 
peaceful resolution of the problem of Namibia 
on the basis of Security Council resolutions 385 
(1976), 431 (1978), 435 (1978) and 439 (1978). 
It also reaffirmed its principled position of 
total support for the legitimate struggle of the 
Namibian people, including armed struggle, 
for self-determination, freedom and independ- 
ence, under the leadership of SWAPO which 
is the sole and authentic representative of the 
Namibian people. It denounced efforts by 
South Africa and certain of the Western 
Powers to elevate the so-called internal par- 
ties to equal status with SWAPO and any 
moves to revise or modify Security Council 
resolution 435 (1978) which provides the only 
acceptable basis for a settlement. It also 
denounced all and any manoeuvres by the 
South African apartheid régime to impose 
upon the Namibian people any so-called in- 
ternal settlement. 

Both sides expressed their support for the im- 
position of mandatory comprehensive eco- 
nomic sanctions against South Africa under 
Chapter VII of the Charter of the United Na- 
tions as called for by the General Assembly, 
the Organization of African Unity and the 
Non-Aligned Movement, as one of the most 
effective ways to obtain South Africa’s com- 
pliance with the relevant Security Council re- 
solutions. 

The Government supported the early con- 
vening of an emergency special session of the 
General Assembly to review the question of 
Namibia and take measures as appropriate 
under the Charter of the United Nations. The 
Government also endorsed the intention of the 
Council to recommend for adoption by the 
General Assembly, at the emergency special 
session, resolutions that would provide for 
measures to be taken by members of the Unit- 
ed Nations to ensure the complete economic 
and political isolation of South Africa. 
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The parties reaffirmed their position that Na- 
mibia’s accession to independence must be 
with its territorial integrity intact, including 
Walvis Bay and the offshore islands, and that 
they would regard any action by South Africa 
to fragment the Territory to be illegal and 
null and void. 

They condemned the continued illegal exploi- 
tation of the Territory's natural resources by 
South Africa and other foreign interests, parti- 
cularly certain Western Powers, in defiance of 
United Nations resolutions and expressed their 
full support for Decree No.1 on the Protection 
of the Natural Resources of the Territory enact- 
et by the Council in 1974. 

The Government reaffirmed its position that 
Namibia is the direct responsibility of the 
United Nations and that any attempts at 
reaching a settlement without the direct parti- 
cipation of the United Nations are illegal. 
The Government expressed its deep apprecia- 
tion and full support of the efforts of the 
United Nations and in particular the activities 
of the Council for Namibia as the legal Ad- 
ministering Authority for Namibia until inde- 
pendence. It also declared its determination 
to continue its assistance to and support of the 
struggle of the people of Namibia for inde- 
pendence in accordance with the Charter of 
the United Nations as declared in General As- 
sembly resolutions 1514 (XV) and 2145 (XXI) 
as well as subsequent resolutions. 

The Mission expressed its gratitude to the 
Government and people of the German De- 
mocratic Republic for their consistent support 
of and assistance to the people of Namibia in 
their national liberation struggle as well as 
for the efforts of the German Democratic Re- 
public aimed at stabilizing and strengthening 
international peace and security in that part 
of the world. 

The Mission acknowledged with deep appre- 
ciation the firm support the German De- 
mocratic Republic had always given to the 
Council for Namibia and expressed its sincere 
thanks for the generous hospitality extended 
to it. 


Foreign Attairs Bulletin No. 20, 12 August 1980 


Message of greeting sent by the Central Committee of the Socialist 
Unity Party of Germany to the South African Communist Party to mark 
the 60th anniversary of the latter's foundation 


30 July 1981* 


On behalf of the Central Committee of the 
Socialist Unity Party of Germany and myself 
I convey to you and all South African com- 
munists warmest congratulations and frater- 
nal campaigning greetings on the occasion of 
the 60th anniversary of the foundation of the 
South African Communist Party. 

As the vanguard and representative of the in- 
terests of the working class and all other op- 
pressed classes and strata of South Africa, 
over six decades of bitter and sacrificing 
struggle, the South African Communist Party 
has earned itself great respect and recogni- 
tion. It is closely linked with the liberation 
movement of the South African people, the 
African National Congress, and has made a 
major contribution to the heroic struggle 
against imperialist exploitation, oppression, 
deprivation of rights and apartheid, for 
freedom and social progress and the im- 
portant advances achieved. 

The South African communists have been 
fighting for freedom and _ independence 
shoulder to shoulder with many other peoples 
of their continent. As far as the international 
communist and workers’ movement is con- 
cerned, the South African Communist Party 
has been guided by the principle of proleta- 


rian internationalism and made a significant 
contribution to strengthening the former’s 
unity and cohesion. 

For many years the Socialist Unity Party of 
Germany and the South African Communist 
Party have maintained close relations based 
on the principles of Marxism-Leninism, and a 
trusting and fraternal cooperation which is 
constantly developing and deepening in the 
anti-imperialist struggle. 

The Socialist Unity Party of Germany and all 
working people in the German Democratic 
Republic once again assure the South African 
Communist Party, on the occasion of its 60th 
anniversary, of their deep sympathy and 
unshakeable solidarity with the just’struggle 
against the inhuman and peace-endangering 
apartheid regime, and for the South African 
people’s future in freedom, peace and 
progress. 

The Central Committee of the Socialist Unity 
Party of Germany and all communists of the 
German Democratic Republic wish the South 
African Communist Party every success in 
strengthening its ranks, and all its members 
health and a firm prospect of victory. 


Neues Deutschland, 30 July 1981 


Statement issued by the Solidarity Committee of the GDR and the GDR 
Committee for the UN Decade of Action to Combat Racism and 
Racial Discrimination to commemorate the Day of Solidarity with the 


People of Namibia 


26 August 1981 


On the Day of Solidarity with the people of 
Namibia the GDR Solidarity Committee and 
the GDR Committee for the Decade for Ac- 
tion to Combat Racism and Racial Discrimina- 
tion offer the people of Namibia and its 
legitimate representatrve, the South West 


Africa People’s Organization (SWAPO), 
fraternal and militant greetings and assuran- 
ces of their solidarity. 

The Day of Solidarity with the people of 
Namibia on 26 August 1981 coincides with 
the 15th anniversary of the beginning of the 
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armed liberation struggle waged by the 
people of Namibia. 

With sincere sympathy and in active solidarity 
the people of the GDR follow the just 
struggle of the people of Namibia who are 
still denied their freedom by the racist regime 
of Pretoria in defiance of all norms of inter- 
national law and fundamental human 
rights. 

The racist regime of South Africa is to an 
unprecedented extent escalating its terrorism 
against SWAPO and the people of Namibia 
and is committing atrocious acts of aggression 
against peace-loving neighbouring countries, 
in particular the People’s Republic of Angola. 
Those crimes can only be seen as a futile at- 
tempt to weaken SWAPO, which has been 
formally recognized by the United Nations 
and the OAU as being the legitimate re- 
presentative of the Namibian people, and to 
blackmail sovereign African States. That fatal 
policy does not only run counter to the legi- 
timate interests of the independent, sovereign 
States of Africa but jeopardizes peace and 
security throughout the world. 

The increasing aggressiveness of the apartheid 
regime and its disregard of numerous UN 
resolutions that reflect international public 
opinion would not be conceivable without 
support from the most reactionary imperialist 
circles, which encourage the Botha regime to 
continue its atrocities. 

Those circles are indeed attempting to under- 
cut the decisions taken by the UN Security 
Council for Namibia’s achieving independ- 
ence, to impose a neo-colonialist solution on 
the people of Namibia and to avert effective 


measures for terminating the illegal South 
African occupation. 

The people of the GDR resolutely protest 
against the aggressive and anti-peace policy 
of the rulers in Pretoria and against the 
machinations of their imperialist backers who 
vetoed the decision of the UN Security Coun- 
cil to impose sanctions on the Republic of 
South Africa, thus showing again that they 
place their own political, economic and 
military-strategic interests above generally 
recognized democratic international law. The 
people of the GDR demand again that UN re- 
solution 435 be implemented without delay 
and comprehensive sanctions against South 
Africa be imposed. 

We resolutely demand the immediate with- 
drawal of the South African occupation 
troops from illegally occupied Namibia. 

On the occasion of the 15th anniversary 
marking the beginning of the armed libera- 
tion struggle of the Namibian people, we 
pledge our fraternal support to all liberation 
fighters of Namibia who stand up courage- 
ously for the attainment of their people’s 
inalienable rights. We reject all imperialist 
attempts to defame as terrorism the liberation 
struggle of the patriots in southern Africa, 
which is legitimate under international law. 
Reassuring the people of Namibia led by 
SWAPO of our unswerving solidarity, we 
declare that the GDR will also in future stand 
firmly at their side in their just struggle for 
freedom. 


GDR Solidarity Committee Archives 


Speech delivered to the UN Security Council by Ambassador 
Peter Florin, Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs and Permanent 
Representative of the GDR at the United Nations, concerning 


Angola’s accusations against South Africa 


28 August 1981 


At the outset, Mr President, please allow me 
once again to say that it is an honour to ad- 
dress the Security Council under your presi- 
dency. 

The Security Council has once again been com- 
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pelled to take up the question of aggression by 
South Africa against independent Angola. We 
have been and are again witness to the con- 
stant expansion of acts of aggression by the 
apartheid régime. The Permanent Represent- 


ative of the People’s Republic of Angola has 
very graphically drawn a picture of the extent 
of the new aggression of Pretoria against his 
country and its territorial integrity, and he has 
thereby completely unmasked the goals being 
pursued by the racists of southern Africa. 

We understand the seriousness of the situation 
and we fully support the legitimate demands 
made by Angola. 

As early as 30 July of this year the Permanent 
Representative of the People’s Republic of 
Angola to the United Nations addressed to the 
President of the Security Council a letter 
(S/14623) in which he dealt with a number of 
serious, large-scale acts of military aggression 
committed by the racist minority régime of 
South Africa against the sovereignty, stability 
and territorial integrity of Angola. As early 
as then the racist troops of South Africa had 
penetrated deep into Angolan territory and 
had occupied a number of populated areas. As 
a result, incalculable damage was done to the 
regions occupied. In that same letter the Per- 
manent Representative of Angola informed the 
Security Council that near the Angolan border, 
in illegally occupied Namibian territory, South 
Africa had stationed troops numbering 40,000 
men. That letter drew attention to the fact that 
for a number of years that Government had 
been reporting unceasing acts of military ag- 
gression, armed incursions, raids, plunder, the 
slaughter of people, the destruction of property 
and other flagrant violations of the norms and 
principles of international law by the racist 
Pretoria régime against the People’s Republic 
of Angola since the very first hours of Ango- 
lan independence. Savage mass murders have 
been perpetrated against the civilian popula- 
tion. In that connexion, the Council has repeat- 
edly adopted resolutions condemning acts of 
aggression carried out by South Africa. 

The representatives of many States, including 
the German Democratic Republic, have repeat- 
edly called upon the Security Council to adopt 
serious measures against South Africa to com- 
pel Pretoria to abandon its policy of force, to 
abandon its acts of aggression against sover- 
eign States and to guarantee the peaceful de- 
velopment of southern Africa. Even so, nothing 
has been undertaken, because those who feel 
linked with South Africa prevented the Secu- 
rity Council from carrying out the duties en- 
trusted to it under the Charter. 

Now the Council has before it the letter dated 
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25 August from the President of the People’s 
Republic of Angola (S/14643) which speaks of 
a grave situation, which could develop into war 
with unpredictable consequences. That assess- 
ment is justified because this time large divi- 
sions of the South African army with dozens 
of tanks and supported by aircraft have made 
a new incursion into the territory of the Peo- 
ple’s Republic of Angola. South African armed 
forces stationed in the illegally occupied 
Territory of Namibia have been strengthened 
still further, and the depth of the invasion into 
Angolan territory, together with the air at- 
tacks, demonstrates South Africa’s intent to 
occupy large portions of the southern area 
of the People’s Republic of Angola. 

Naturally, the Government of Angola has 
taken the necessary measures to protect itself 
from the aggressor and to drive it out. 

The right of the People’s Republic of Angola 
to defend itself cannot be challenged. In that 
connexion I should like to recall resolution 
387 (1976) of 31 March 1976 which reaffirmed 
“the inherent and lawful right of every State, 
in the exercise of its sovereignty, to request 
assistance from any other State or group of 
States”. 

I should also like to mention Article 51 of the 
United Nations Charter. 

At the present time, the Security Council must 
shoulder its responsibility. The Security Coun- 
cil must come out decisively against the ag- 
gression emanating from Sdéuth Africa and 
take up the defence of peace and security in 
southern Africa as well. The Security Council 
must assist Angola, which has been the victim 
of aggression. 

Many States in eloquent statements have al- 
ready condemned this new act of aggression 
by South Africa. The German Democratic Re- 
public also strongly denounces this attack 
against the People’s Republic of Angola as a 
base crime of the racist régime against a sover- 
eign African State, the people of which are la- 
bouring to put into practice their own concepts 
of a new society. 

There is therefore, no doubt as to the fact that 
the attack of armed forces of South Africa 
against Angola constitutes aggression, violat- 
ing peace and security. The aggressor itself 
does not dispute the fact that its troops are 
stationed on Angolan territory; and yet I must 
with some perplexity note that some Western 
officials are fearfully trying, as it were, to 
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avoid calling things by their true names. A 
question comes to mind: are they not continu- 
ing to view South Africa as their protégé, one 
that they do not wish to offend? 

As we found out from an article published in 
The New York Times on 27 August, in an of- 
ficial statement which used the pretext that 
the over-all situation in that area must be 
taken into account, the South African aggres- 
sion is in fact being justified; in other words 
that aggression is being encouraged. Probably 
the conclusion is correct that there is a con- 
vergence of views based on the idea that ag- 
gression against an independent African coun- 
try that does not bend to the will of imperial- 
ism as the latter pursues its gunboat policy is 
desirable. 

Clearly, South Africa must bear the main re- 
sponsibility for its actions which jeopardize 
peace and for their consequences. Even resort- 
ing to the most refined contortions, it is im- 
possible to see here any threat by Angola 
against South Africa. The truth is well known. 
Beginning with the emergence of an indepen- 
dent Angola, the leaders of South Africa, pur- 
suing a policy of destabilizing neighbouring 
countries, have tried to stand in the way of 
independent, progressive development. They 
constantly place themselves at the service of 
world imperialism, acting as a sort of advance 
guard in the fight against progress in southern 
Africa. I must say that some imperialist politi- 
cians seem to prefer to play the “South Afri- 
can card”. The delegation of the German Dem- 
ocratic Republic shares the view expressed in 
the United Nations by many representatives 
of States that South Africa would not have 
been in a position to pursue this policy of 
threatening the peace and security of other 
States were it not for the diversified co-opera- 
tion, assistance and support given it by the 
ruling circles in the West. The economic ties 
of some Western States with South Africa are 
becoming closer than ever, while their com- 
mon political game becomes ever clearer. The 
facts thereof are a matter of public know- 
ledge. The time has come for those circles 
also, those responsible for premeditated or in- 
advertent support for the aggressive plans of 
the South African racists, to begin realizing 
the danger of such a policy. 

Furthermore, I should like to emphasize that 
that policy has no future whatsoever anymore 
than has the policy of whipping up inter- 
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national tension—a policy pursued primarily 
by imperialist circles in the United States. The 
United States encourages forces of aggression, 
such as those of Pretoria, to undertake fresh 
adventures, but it is unable to resolve any 
problem. It only digs deeper the abyss of a 
murderous war. 

We prefer peace and that is why, today once 
again, we must categorically speak out against 
the danger threatening southern Africa. One 
cannot turn a blind eye to the real state’ of 
affairs. The People’s Republic of Angola is not 
alone. It has friends which help it. Behind it 
stands not only Africa. The German Dem- 
ocratic Republic as well today affirms its totai 
solidarity with the long-suffering people of 
Angola, a people to whom we are bound 
closely by a treaty of friendship and co-opera- 
tion. The escalation of acts of aggression by 
the racist régime of South Africa once again 
demonstrates how necessary it is to ensure the 
protection of the borders of neighbouring 
States from attacks of this kind. I am stating 
this today as well, since, as is common knowl- 
edge, ruling circles in the United States have 
been making demands of the People’s Repub- 
lic of Angola that are aimed at disarming that 
State and handing it over to a South Africa 
that is armed to the teeth. 

Security Council resolution 428 (1978), of 
6 May 1978, states as follows: 

“The Security Council, 


“Strongly condemns the latest armed invasion 
perpetrated by the South African racist régime 
against the People’s Republic of Angola, which 
constitutes a flagrant violation of the sover- 
eignty and territorial integrity of Angola;”. 
(resolution 428 (1978) 

Further on the resolution states that the Secu- 
rity Council 

“Decides to meet again in the event of further 
acts of violation of the sovereignty and ter- 
ritorial integrity of the People’s Republic of 
Angola by the South African racist régime in 
order to consider the adoption of more effec- 
tive measures, in accordance with the ap- 
propriate provisions of the Charter of the 
United Nations, including Chapter VII there- 
of.” (resolution 428 (1978) 

Two years later, on 27 June 1980, the Security 
Council, in an identical paragraph in resolu- 
tion 475 (1980) once again considered the 
adoption of effective measures in accordance 


with Chapter VII of the Charter, in the event 
of further acts of aggression by South 
Africa. 

This time it is our firm conviction that the 
Security Council must take measures. Chapter 
VII of the Charter tells us what must be done. 
Apart from a firm condemnation of South 
Africa in connexion with these new acts of ag- 
gression against the sovereignty, stability and 
territorial integrity of the People’s Republic 
of Angola, which constitute a serious viola- 
tion of international peace and security, the 
Security Council must, in the proper form, call 
on South Africa to cease its aggression forth- 
with and to withdraw its troops from the ter- 


ritory of the People’s Republic of Angola. 
South Africa must undertake to provide com- 
pensation for the damage caused the Angolan 
people and State. 

We have on the agenda the item of sanctions 
against South Africa. All States Members of 
the United Nations must be appealed to to 
provide the People’s Republic of Angola with 
all necessary assistance in order to bring 
South African acts of aggression to an im- 
mediate end. 


Archives of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
of the GDR 


Speech delivered by Bernhard Neugebauer, Deputy Minister of 
Foreign Affairs of the GDR, at the International UN Seminar on the 
Activities and Role of the Mass Media in the International 


Mobilization against Apartheid 


31 August 1981 


On behalf of the Government and _ the 
Solidarity Committee of the German Demo- 
cratic Republic pemit me to welcome you 
most cordially in Berlin, the capital of our 
country. Our greetings of welcome go, in 
particular, to the delegation of the United 
Nations Special Committee against Apartheid 
led by H. E. Ambassador Gbeho, Ghana's 
Permanent Representative to the UN; 

the representatives of the national liberation 
movements of southern Africa with which the 
GDR maintains ties of solidarity; 

the Director of the UN Centre against Apart- 
heid, Mr Reddy, and his associates, and 
participants from other UN bodies and 
specialized agencies, as well as 

the large number of representatives of anti- 
apartheid and solidarity organizations, inter- 
national non-governmental organizations, 
and all those committed to the struggle 
against apartheid. 

It is my great pleasure to convey to you the 
best regards of the GDR Minister of Foreign 
Affairs, Mr Oskar Fischer, and the President 
of the GDR Solidarity Committee, Mr Kurt 
Seibt. It is our wish that your deliberations be 
successful and lend a fresh impetus to the 
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world-wide struggle against the inhuman 
apartheid regime. To cause more and more 
people to join that struggle and to make its 
results more effective is a highly humanistic 
endeavour. I am certain that you will be having 
here the material and moral conditions requir- 
ed for your work. 

The German Democratic Republic considers it 
a great honour to be the host of this Seminar 
on Publicity and Role of Mass Media in Inter- 
national Mobilization against Apartheid. The 
convening of the Seminar, which is sponsored 
by the UN Committee against Apartheid in 
conjunction with the GDR Government and 
Solidarity Committee in our capital, Berlin, 
continues a good tradition in the GDR’s co- 
operative relations with this important Com- 
mittee of the UN General Assembly. We recall 
very well the significant meeting of the Com- 
mittee in Berlin in May 1974. You can be sure 
that the Committee’s efforts and activities are 
closely followed and, indeed, appreciated in 
this country. 

The UN General Assembly, in taking the 
decision on holding the Seminar, has set an 
important and timely task. It is important 
because representatives of the United Nations 
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and of various international and national or- 
ganizations will sit together with those of 
liberation movements and with dedicated jour- 
nalists to discuss how the mass media can be 
used even more effectively in the quest for 
the eradication of apartheid. And it is timely 
because at this juncture, when we are faced 
with an escalation in South Africa’s policy of 
oppression, aggression and occupation, nothing 
is more urgent than to oppose that policy with 
determination and by making use of all the 
ways and means available. Let me assure you 
that in the fulfilment of these tasks you can 
always count on firm support from the social- 
ist German State. 

The Seminar forms part of the efforts to make 
peace more secure, to support the national 
and social liberation of peoples, and decidedly 
to resist the imperialist tack of superarmament 
and confrontation. Imperialist quarters are ag- 
gravating the international situation. Spurring 
on the arms race and confrontation, inter- 
fering in the internal affairs of other States, 
and trying to contain the efforts of peoples 
for liberation are the hallmarks of their 
course. 

Entire regions have been declared “spheres of 
national interest’ in order to maintain im- 
perialist positions or recover lost ones. Instead 
of negotiations on steps toward arms limita- 
tion and disarmament there is a continuing 
accumulation of ever new weapons of mass 
destruction. Lately the US administration has 
decided to produce neutron weapons. This runs 
counter to all reason, adding new fuel to the 
arms race. Measures like these are diametri- 
cally opposed to the fundamental and vital 
interests of the peoples. To ensure lasting 
peace and avert the dangers inherent in the 
nuclear arms race are vital concerns of man- 
kind. Peace is its most precious treasure. It is 
what all peoples need. 

The GDR resolutely condemns the brutal esca- 
Jation of acts of aggression by the South Afri- 
can racist regime against the People’s Republic 
of Angola. This move reveals again that the 
apartheid state by its very nature is hostile to 
peace. We demand the immediate cessation of 
the war operations and respect for the terri- 
torial integrity of Angola. It is essential now 
that the UN Security Council, the entire family 
of nations take the necessary action to put a 
check on South Africa. We assure the people 
of Angola of the unqualified solidarity of the 
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GDR in its effort to guard its independence 
and sovereignty, and to repulse and thwart the 
intervention launched by the apartheid 
regime. 

The course steered by NATO manifestly en- 
courages racists and colonialists in southern 
Africa to practise their policy of terror and 
aggression still more recklessly. This course 
is responsible for the arms drive of the apart- 
heid state, for its craving after control of 
nuclear weapons, for the expansion of the 
racist system of oppression and exploitation, 
for the increasing number of acts of aggression 
against Angola and other front-line states. Are 
not these also the true reasons why Namibia 
is still not free? 

Alarming are statements which advocate the 
incorporation of South Africa into the NATO 
concept and which are designed to create a 
new military pact in the Southern Atlantic. 
Disquieting are the schemes to cover all of 
Africa with a network of military bases. The 
bastion of imperialism and racism in southern 
Africa is to be maintained at any cost. Unde- 
niably the policy of the apartheid regime and 
its backers abroad has turned southern Africa 
into a dangerous hotbed of conflict. Those 
states and international corporations which in 
gross disregard of UN decisions continue to 
act as accomplices of Pretoria in contravention 
of international law incur a heavy responsibil- 
ity. We want Africa to be a continent of peace, 
free from foreign military bases and nuclear 
weapons. We favour the conclusion of con- 
crete arrangements on the basis of the proposal 
of the OAU to make Africa into a nuclear- 
weapon-free zone. 

The racist apartheid regime has repeatedly 
shown itself to be a proponent of neo-colonial- 
ist aspirations and a declared enemy of the 
free peoples of Africa and all mankind. It is 
trying to conceal this by resorting to such 
slogans as the need to defend the so-called 
white civilization and to wage “‘the common 
struggle against communism”. The fact that 
South Africa is qualified as a friendly power 
and that relations with the apartheid state are 
constantly being broadened makes it quite 
clear why effective measures against Pretoria’s 
peace-imperilling policy, why support for the 
just struggle of the peoples of South Africa 
and Namibia for freedom and human rights 
are being opposed. Profit interests, access to 
raw materials and military strategic considera- 


tions are being placed above the legitimate 
interests of the peoples. 

In the struggle that is being fought world-wide 
for the preservation of peace, for arms limita- 
tion and disarmament and for safeguarding the 
social progress of the peoples the media are 
gaining increasing importance. To back up 
their confrontation course ideologically, the 
NATO states are stepping up their psycholog- 
ical warfare against the socialist states and the 
forces of national and social liberation. The 
western media corporations have their very 
own special share in the aggravation of the 
international situation. They use the means of 
mass communication to propagate the objec- 
tives of the proponents of the insane arms 
drive rather than to promote an atmosphere 
of peaceful cooperation, understanding and 
friendship among the peoples pursuant to the 
purposes and principles of the United Nations 
Charter. They revive cold war sentiments and 
whip up emotions against the socialist states 
and the national liberation movements. Apart 
from the lie of the threat from the east that 
has been spread throughout this century they 
resort to disparaging the peoples’ liberation 
struggle as terrorism. This is unmistakably 
borne out by organized slander campaigns 
against the liberation movements, by defense 
of the apartheid regime and the defamation 
and disparagement of the United Nations and 
the majority of its members. Where are the 
big western media corporations when it comes 
to denouncing the acts of agression launch- 
ed by the apartheid regime, to supporting sanc- 
tions against that regime and standing up for 
the rights of the subjugated peoples of South 
Africa and Namibia? It is necessary to expose 
and denounce the imperialist media corpora- 
tions for aiding and encouraging apartheid. 
The role of the mass media and of information 
exchange in international relations today 
should be seen in its inseparable connection 
with the key issues of our time, namely the 
safeguarding of peace, the efforts for arms 
limitation and disarmament, and the demo- 
cratization of international relations in their 
entirety. 

The mass media are called upon to create an 
international climate which is conducive to the 
solution of the fundamental questions affecting 
mankind. This objective is clearly spelled out 
in UN documents, in UNESCO’s media declara- 
tion, and in documents of international jour- 


nalistic associations. It is the guideline for the 
work of the mass media in the socialist States 
which, being the property of the people, serve 
the interests of the people. The GDR supports 
the demand that a new international informa- 
tion order be established, and it works for the 
democratization and decolonization of inter- 
national relations in the field of information 
and the mass media. The non-aligned coun- 
tries’ endeavours as reflected in their news 
agency pool are being highly appreciated in 
this country. 

To counteract the policy of imperialist con- 
frontation, the 10th Congress of the Socialist 
Unity Party of Germany, the country’s leading 
political party, which was held last April, put 
forward a concept of constructive peace- 
oriented action to make peace the normal way 
of life of peoples and nations. In an Appeal 
launched by the Congress, delegates reiterated 
their firm solidarity with all patriots fighting 
for national and social liberation. 

The GDR advocates strict fulfilment of the 
decisions taken by the United Nations against 
colonialism, racism and apartheid. This goes 
also for the instruments directed against the 
policy of apartheid and those designed to bring 
about a settlement of the question of Namibia. 
It is high time for South Africa to comply 
with these decisions. The GDR _ strongly 
favours the imposition of coercive measures 
on South Africa pursuant to Chapter VII of the 
UN Charter. Above all, any cooperation with, 
support for and encouragement of the apart- 
heid regime should cease. This goes for polit- 
ical, economic, military and nuclear collabora- 
tion just as for cooperation in the field of in- 
formation and the mass media. The GDR 
fully associates itself with the demand of the 
non-aligned movement and the Organization 
of African Unity that support for the com- 
plicated struggle of the peoples of South Africa 
and Namibia should be further intensified, 
especially support for the national liberation 
movements which are the only legitimate rep- 
resentatives of their peoples. We expect the 
forthcoming UN special session on Namibia 
to make an effective contribution toward the 
realization of freedom and self-determination 
for the people of Namibia. The delegation of 
the GDR will persistently work for this goal 
because active, anti-imperialist solidarity with 
all forces struggling for freedom, self-deter- 
mination and independence is a priority con- 
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cern of socialist foreign policy, and because 
the ideas of international understanding and 
equal cooperation are deeply rooted in the 
minds of the people in this country. And this 
also inspires our consistent stand for the elimi- 
nation: of the remnants of colonialism and 


apartheid, for the independence and self- 
determination of all peoples. 


Archives of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
of the GDR 


Declaration on Aggression by the South African Racist Regime against 
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31 August 1981 


The Seminar strongly condemns the premedi- 
tated series of armed attacks and the large- 
scale invasion by the racist regime of South 
Africa against the People’s Republic of An- 
gola. This massive invasion follows a long 
series of acts of aggression, terrorism and sub- 
version against Angola and other Frontline 
States. 

It is a clear breach of the peace and has been 
acknowledged as such by the unprecedented 
and almost universal condemnation and de- 
mands for immediate withdrawal. Unless firm 
international action is taken to end this ag- 
gression the consequences will be extremely 
grave for international peace and security. 
This invasion was launched from the Inter- 
national Territory of Namibia for which the 
United Nations has special responsibility. It 
has resulted in the maiming and killing of 
numerous Angolan and Namibian men, women 
and. children. 

Acts of aggression by the apartheid regime 
against Frontline States for their support of 
the legitimate struggle of the national libera- 
tion movements of South Africa and Namibia 
constitute not only a violation of the sover- 
eignty and territorial integrity of these inde- 
pendent African States but also an aggression 
against Africa and the world. They are a 
blatant challenge to the authority of the Unit- 
ed Nations. 

It is the imperative and solemn duty of all 
Governments, organizations and people, com- 
mitted to peace, freedom and international co- 
operation to defend Angola and protect its 
sovereign and territorial integrity. 


486 


The apartheid regime has continued with its 
acts of aggression against Angola and other 
Frontline States because the major Western 
powers have persistently protected the racist 
regime and prevented the United Nations and 
its Security Council from securing South Afri- 
ca’s compliance with the United Nations Plan 
for the Independence of Namibia. 
The apartheid regime’s determination to es- 
calate its undeclared war is a direct result of 
the encouragement and support provided by 
the policies of the Reagan Administration in 
the United States of America. These hostile 
policies towards Africa must be reversed. 
The Security Council must 
(a) declare the racist regime of South Africa 
as the aggressor; 
(b) demand the immediate and unconditional 
withdrawal of South African forces from 


Angola; 

(c) declare that South Africa is liable for full 
reparations; 

(d) adopt comprehensive and mandatory 


sanctions without further delay; 

(e) call on all States, individually and col- 
lectively, to assist Angola, at its request, 
for the defence of its sovereignty and ter- 
ritorial integrity. 

South Africa’s illegal occupation of Namibia 

must be terminated. The United Nations must 

discharge its solemn responsibility to the peo- 
ple of Namibia by taking all necessary meas- 
ures for the immediate implementation of the 

United Nations Plan for the Independence of 

Namibia. 

The apartheid regime constitutes one of the 


greatest threats to world peace. Until it is 
overthrown and replaced by a democratic so- 
ciety there can be no peace and stability in 
the region. 

The international community must step up ac- 
tion to ensure the total isolation of the racist 
regime of South Africa, and to assist the na- 
tional liberation movements of South Africa 
and Namibia as well as the Frontline States 


which are discharging an international re- 
sponsibility in Southern Africa. 

The Seminar appeals to all Governments, 
organizations and mass media urgently to 
mobilize world public opinion towards this 
end. 
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Mobilization against Apartheid, held in Berlin from 31 August 


to 2 September 1981 


2 September 1981 


Appeal 


The participants in the Seminar on Publicity 
and Role of Mass Media in International 
Mobilization against Apartheid, organized by 
the United Nations Special Committee against 
Apartheid in Berlin, the capital of the German 
Democratic Republic, appeal 

to journalists of all media, 

to all film-makers, 

to all national, regional and international as- 
sociations, organizations and institutions of 
journalists, writers, mass communicators, and 
to all organizations within the United Nations 
system 

to do their utmost to mobilize world public 
opinion against apartheid and expose and con- 
demn on a global scale the racist régime in 
South Africa and its external allies and ac- 
complices. 

The United Nations has declared apartheid as 
the most brutal form of racism; a violation of 
international law; a crime against humanity; 
and a danger to world peace. 

In the face of intensified repression by the 
South African régime against the majority of 
the people of South Africa and Namibia and 
the renewed aggression against the People’s 
Republic of Angola, it is the duty of all jour- 
nalists to report objectively the events in 
southern Africa. 

We call upon you: 

~ To be vigilant and guard against the con- 


tinuing clandestine propaganda paid for by 
the South African régime on behalf of apart- 
heid; 

—~ To express concern at the suppression of 
press freedom in, and manipulation of news 
by, South Africa; 

~ To expose in words and pictures those who 
are collaborating with the apartheid régime; 

- To point out the violations of the United 
Nations decisions against racism and apart- 
heid; 

-— To publicize the activities of the national 
liberation movements in southern Africa 
and to extend all-round solidarity to journa- 
lists, publicists and writers of these move- 
ments; 

~ To expose the crimes of the apartheid ré- 
gime and the operations of the transnational 
corporations in assisting apartheid; 

— To inform world public opinion of the de- 
cisions and activities of the United Nations 
system and other international organiza- 
tions against racism and apartheid. 

With this Appeal we are emphatically reaf- 

firming the Declaration on Fundamental Prin- 

ciples Concerning the Contribution of the 

Mass Media to Strengthening Peace and Inter- 

national Understanding, to the Promotion of 

Human Rights and to Countering Racialism, 

Apartheid and Incitement to War, adopted by 

the General Conference of UNESCO at its 

twentieth session. 

We make this Appeal on the anniversary of 
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the unleashing of the Second World War by 
the Nazi racists in order to prevent the racists 
of South Africa from threatening world peace 
and security. 


Berlin Declaration 


The Seminar on Publicity and Role of Mass 
Media in International Mobilization against 
Apartheid, meeting in Berlin, German Dem- 
ocratic Republic, from 31 August to 2 Septem- 
ber 1981, wishes to emphasize: 

(a) The vital interest of humanity as a whole 
in ensuring the speedy triumph of the 
struggles for national liberation in South 
Africa and Namibia; 

(b) The grave dangers posed by the policies 
and actions of the fascist apartheid ré- 
gime in South Africa, and the persistent 
obstruction. by certain Western Powers of 
international action against apartheid; 

(c) The imperative need for greater efforts 
to inform the world public of the situa- 
tion in South Africa, and southern Africa 
as a whole, and for promoting public ac- 
tion to totally isolate the apartheid ré- 
gime, support the national liberation 
movements of South Africa and Namibia; 
and 

(d) The crucial role and responsibility of the 
mass media as well as of governments, 
anti-apartheid and solidarity movements 
and other organizations. 

With the march of independence in Africa, and 
especially the victory of national liberation 
movements in the former Portuguese colonies 
and Zimbabwe after heroic armed struggles, 
the liberation struggle in South Africa and Na- 
mibia has assumed historic world signifi- 
cance. 

Freedom in South Africa and Namibia is the 
last major task to secure the total emancipa- 
tion after centuries of humiliation, oppression 
and exploitation; to ensure the end of the 
tragic era of colonialism in the world; and to 
reach a turning point in the efforts to abolish 
the crime of racism and racial discrimina- 
tion. 

The oppressed people of South Africa and 
Namibia are, therefore, fighting not only for 
the freedom of their peoples and nations but 
for all humanity. 

The Seminar also recognizes and salutes the 
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heroism of the national liberation movements 
in South Africa and Namibia which have the 
full support of the African, non-aligned, so- 
cialist and other states. 

They have struggled for decades in the face of 
inhuman repression and great odds, and have 
consistently upheld principles cherished by 
humanity. 

Apartheid is a crime against humanity which 
has entailed immense suffering to the people 
and has no parallel in modern history except 
for Nazism. Apartheid is imposed by a mino- 
rity racist régime through the use of massive 
repression and torture. 

The apartheid régime, by exploiting the 
enormous human and natural resources of 
South Africa and Namibia and by the assist- 
ance rendered to it by certain Western Powers, 
has built up a powerful repressive and mili- 
tary apparatus. In order to perpetuate its rule, 
it has not only crossed all bounds in repres- 
sion of the peoples of South Africa and Nami- 
bia and has embarked on incessant acts of ter- 
rorism, subversion and aggression against in- 
dependent African states. 

The expansion of its military power, and its 
acquisition of nuclear weapon capability, pose 
an enormous danger to peace in the entire re- 
gion and, indeed, in the world. 

While the international community has re- 
cognized for many years the need to eliminate 
apartheid, effective international action under 
the United Nations Charter has been blocked 
by the persistent obstruction by a few Western 
Powers and the greed of numerous trans- 
national corporations to profit from the crime 
of apartheid. A continuation of this situation 
poses a grave peril to humanity. The USA and 
other Western powers bear a great respon- 
sibility in this respect. 

The continuing protection of and collusion 
with the apartheid régime by these powers re- 
quire intensification and greater coordination 
of efforts by the great majority of govern- 
ments which are genuinely committed to free- 
dom in southern Africa, the many anti-apart- 
heid and solidarity movements inspired by the 
heroic struggle for liberation in South Africa 
and Namibia and, indeed, all organizations 
and institutions which value peace and free- 
dom. 

All those committed to the liberation of South 
Africa must make every effort to mobilize 
public opinion in all countries, especially in 


Western and other countries which provide 
vital support to enable the apartheid régime to 
survive, and promote widest public action, in 
concert with the efforts of committed govern- 
ments and in accordance with the resolutions 
of the United Nations and other international 
organizations. 
In this context, the mass media have a crucial 
role and responsibility. 
The media must publicize the legitimacy of the 
struggle against apartheid waged by the na- 
tional liberation movements. 
The media must make the world aware of the 
inhumanity of apartheid, the struggle of the 
people of South Africa and Namibia under the 
leadership of their national liberation move- 
ments, and the need for effective international 
action. 

The media must expose the nefarious propa- 

ganda of the apartheid régime and its allies, 

including the efforts to defame the national 
liberation movements. 

The media must investigate, publicize and ex- 

pose the sustenance of the apartheid régime 

by certain Western Powers and transnational 
corporations through: 

— Supply of arms, technology and other vital 
resources in contravention of United Na- 
tions resolutions; 

— Integration of racist South Africa into im- 
perialist military alliances; 

— Development of further links with the 
apartheid régime as an ally in the context 
of aggravating international tension and 

conflict. 
The media must expose the links developed 
by the apartheid régime with racist and fascist 
régimes and groups all over the world. 
Neither the media nor anyone else can be 
neutral in apartheid which is the greatest 
moral challenge of our time and a grave threat 
to peace and international security and co- 
operation. 
Any action which provides comfort to the 
apartheid régime constitutes collusion with the 
crime of apartheid. Any action which seeks to 
undermine the struggle of the oppressed peo- 
ple against apartheid is a disservice to human- 
ity and human values. 

Governments, anti-apartheid and _ solidarity 

movements, trade unions, religious bodies, 

organizations of youth, students, women and 
others as well as academic, cultural and other 
institutions therefore have also an important 


role in disseminating public information and 
promoting public action. Many of them have 
made a valuable contribution in this respect. 
It is essential that their activities should be 
further expanded and coordinated. 

The Seminar commends the United Nations 
Special Committee against Apartheid and the 
Centre against Apartheid for their efforts to 
promote the dissemination of information 
against apartheid and public action against 
apartheid. 

The Seminar recalled the results of the Inter- 
national Conference on Sanctions against South 
Africa, held in Paris from 20 to 27 May 1981, 
which reflected the overwhelming consensus in 
the international community for action against 
the apartheid régime and its collaborators, and 
adopted historic declarations on effective in- 
ternational action. 

It welcomed the proposal to proclaim 1982 as 
the International Year of Mobilization for 
Sanctions against South Africa in order to pro- 
mote the most effective mobilization by all 
governments, organizations and individuals in 
support of the declarations of the Paris Con- 
ference. 

The Seminar proposes the following recom- 
mendations for the immediate attention of the 
mass media, United Nations, governments, and 
organizations: 


I. General 


1. The United Nations, member governments, 

organizations and institutions should assist the 

national liberation movements in their in- 

formation activities. Such assistance, at the re- 

quest of the national liberation movements, 

might include: 

(a) Provision of broadcasting facilities; 

(b) Printing and distribution of publications; 

(c) Technical and professional training; 

(d) Provision of equipment and supplies; 

(e) Assistance to liberation movements to 
gather information. 


2. The Seminar notes the public campaigns 
launched in many countries by anti-apartheid 
and solidarity movements and other public or- 
ganizations, in cooperation with the Special 
Committee against Apartheid. Such campaigns 
should be further developed and coordinated, 
and adequate resources provided for the pur- 
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pose. The Seminar makes special reference to 

campaigns on: 

(a) Sanctions against South Africa; 

(b) Arms and nuclear embargo against South 
Africa; 

(c) Oil embargo against South Africa; 

(d) Preventing loans to South Africa; 

(e) Sports and cultural boycott of South Africa; 

(f) Solidarity with the oppressed peoples of 
South Africa and Namibia; 

(g) Assistance to the national liberation move- 
ments of South Africa and Namibia; 

(h) Campaign for the release of all political 
prisoners; 

(i) Campaign for according prisoners of war 
status to the freedom fighters. 


3. Large sections of the major Western and 
other collaborating countries assist the South 
African régime through advertising to recruit 
mercenaries as well as white skilled workers; 
to raise financial loans; to promote tourism, 
etc. Campaigns should be launched against 
this form of collaboration. 


4. The governments and non-governmental 
organizations, including the mass media, 
should facilitate the dissemination of informa- 
tion material, produced by the liberation move- 
ments in southern Africa. 


5. Liberation movements require assistance in 
improving and developing the skills of their 
personnel who are responsible for dissemina- 
tion of information. They should be offered all 
assistance in this regard by governmental and 
non-governmental organizations. 


Il. United Nations 


6. The Seminar commends governments and 
organizations which have assisted the United 
Nations in the dissemination of information 
against apartheid through contributions to the 
United Nations Trust Fund for Publicity 
against Apartheid, cooperation with the United 
Nations Centre against Apartheid, provision of 
facilities for United Nations broadcasts to 
southern Africa and in other ways. It urges all 
governments and organizations to increase 
their assistance, especially in connexion with 
the International Year of Mobilization for 
Sanctions against South Africa. 
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The Seminar recommends that the present 
modest provision in the United Nations budget 
for translation of publications into various 
languages should be greatly increased. 


7. The Special Committee against Apartheid, 

in consultation with governments and organi- 

zations, should promote wider observance of 

International Days relating to South Africa 

and Namibia, and seek greater cooperation of 

the media; for instance: 

(a) International Day for the Elimination of 
Racial Discrimination (21 March) 

(b) Africa Liberation Day (25 May) 

(c) Day of Solidarity with the Struggling Peo- 
ple of South Africa (16 June) 

(d) Day of Solidarity with the Struggle of 
Women in South Africa and Namibia 
(9 August) 

(e) Namibia Day (26 August) 

(f) Day of Solidarity with South African Po- 
litical Prisoners (11 October) 


8. The efforts of the UN Centre against Apart- 
heid should be greatly expanded and adequate 
resources be provided by the United Nations in 
order to enable the Centre to discharge its 
responsibilities. 

Governments, organizations and institutions 
should extend to the Centre all necessary co- 
operation. 


9. The Special Committee should urgently ar- 

range for preparation and publication of ex- 

pert studies on: 

(a) Propaganda by the apartheid régime and 
its supporters; 

(b) Lobbies which promote South African pro- 
paganda in other countries; 

(c) Misleading reporting by Western and other 
media of developments in southern Africa; 

(d) The role of transnational corporations in 
promoting South African propaganda. 


10. The Special Committee against Apartheid 
should monitor the one-way flow of informa- 
tion by the major Western news agencies and 
other media in presenting distorted reports 
about events in South Africa and Namibia. This 
should be publicized. The Centre against Apart- 
heid should also monitor the way in which 
these agencies and organs report specific 
events such as acts of aggression and terrorism 
against front-line states. 


11. In view of the lack of factual and accurate 
information about the evil apartheid system in 
many countries, an elementary handbook on 
the subject should be produced by the United 
Nations Centre against Apartheid to educate 
and encourage the people in these countries 
to promote anti-apartheid action. 


12. The United Nations Special Committee 
against Apartheid should encourage national 
and international journalist organizations to 
establish awards for journalists with outstand- 
ing record of exposing the apartheid system, 
particularly investigative and other forms of 
specialized reporting. 


13. The Unesco in the process of formulating 
the aims and principles of a new international 
information order should take into account the 
special problem of apartheid. In this context 
the IPDC of Unesco should promote the infor- 
mation media of the liberation movements. 


14. The United Nations Special Committee 
against Apartheid should help organizing na- 
tional or regional workshop seminars for lead- 
ing journalists to consider the general question 
about the role of the media in counteracting 
the apartheid system. 


15. The United Nations Centre against Apart- 

heid should develop close liaison with media 

institutions particularly in Western countries 

1) to make them aware of the severe restric- 
tion imposed by the apartheid system which 
make it impossible to gather and dissemi- 
nate objective information and 

2) to make available details of covert and 
overt operations of the South African ré- 
gime and its agents to influence world 
public opinion in favour of apartheid. 


16. The Special Committee against Apartheid 
should start a special bulletin to give publicity 
to news from the member states about activ- 
ities against apartheid. 


17. During the International Mobilization Year 
1982, a day should be designated by the United 
Nations Special Committee against Apartheid 
as Anti-Apartheid Media Day. 


18. The United Nations Special Committee 
against Apartheid has published a register of 


sportsmen and sportswomen collaborating with 
apartheid sport. In order to make this ex- 
posure more effective the Special Committee 
should organize special briefings for sports 
journalists and other at which background in- 
formation is provided about the operation of 
apartheid in South African sports. 


19. The United Nations Special Committee 
against Apartheid and the United Nations 
Centre against Apartheid should produce films, 
posters and other audio-visual materials in 
different languages which the national soli- 
darity organizations can use on a wide scale 
for mass public education against apartheid. 
With a view to exposing the countries’ collabo- 
ration with the apartheid régime, relevant 
material should be translated into the lan- 
guages of these countries. 


20. The Special Committee against Apartheid 
in cooperation with the liberation movements 
should arrange the publication of the history 
of the struggle of the people of South Africa 
and Namibia against apartheid. 


lil. Governments 


21. All governments should take active steps 
to inform the public in their countries, through 
all media, about the struggle for national libe- 
ration in South Africa and Namibia and about 
the efforts of the United Nations for the elimi- 
nation of apartheid. 

They should prevent and counteract the pro- 
paganda by the apartheid régime in their coun- 
tries. 

Committed governments should, moreover, 
instruct all their external information services 
and offices to take all appropriate action to 
help in the dissemination of information 
against apartheid in cooperation with the 
United Nations, the OAU and the anti-apart- 
heid and solidarity movements. 


22. The governments should undertake ap- 
propriate measures in monitoring propaganda 
on behalf of the apartheid system by prohib- 
iting the distribution of racist publications 
produced by South Africa and by imposing a 
general ban on racist propaganda. 
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IV. Media 


23. The Seminar calls for actions of support, 
especially by media and media workers, for 
the journalists subjected to repression by the 
apartheid régime. 


24. The Seminar calls upon trade unions with 
membership in the media to consider dis- 
cussing with management the editorial policy 
on the reporting and presentation of news and 
information on the situation in southern Africa 
as a whole; and South Africa and Namibia in 
particular. 


25. The non-aligned news agency pool should 
set up an anti-apartheid desk to collect and 
disseminate news about the liberation struggle 
in South Africa and Namibia. 


26. A news agency in one of the front-line 
states should be entrusted with the task of 
collecting news and background materials 
about the evils of apartheid and the people’s 
struggle for national liberation. The agency 
should be helped to transmit the news to other 
national news agencies. To this end the United 
Nations Special Committee against Apartheid, 
the United Nations Council for Namibia, the 
United Nations Committee on Information, 
DPI, Unesco, and ITU should extend all pos- 
sible technical and material assistance. 


27. It was noted that the Pan African News 
Agency (PANA) has been formed under the 
auspices of the Organization of African Unity, 
and the Special Committee against Apartheid 
was urged to cooperate with PANA in exposing 
the evils of apartheid. 


28. Since the media in the third world coun- 
tries are largely dominated by Western news 
broadcasting agencies, it is essential that pro- 
fessional journalist organizations and trade 
unions in these countries set up special anti- 
apartheid committees to ensure that false and 
distorted information about South Africa and 
Namibia is not automatically disseminated. In 
this way, adequate vigilance can be exercised 
in order to implement the appeal adopted by 
the Seminar. 
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V. Organizations 


29. The anti-apartheid and solidarity organiza- 
tions, particularly in the collaborating coun- 
tries, do invaluable work in publicizing the 
evils of apartheid and disseminating informa- 
tion about the liberation struggle in South 
Africa and Namibia. They should be given 
material and other assistance by governments 
as well as public organizations so that they 
may have adequate resources to conduct their 
national and international mobilization of pub- 
lic opinion. 


30. Trade unions, religious groups, political 
parties and other non-governmental organiza- 
tions should be encouraged to carry special 
articles and information about the African 
liberation struggle in their journals and other 
publications; provide an opportunity to repre- 
sentatives of the liberation movements and 
anti-apartheid organizations to speak at their 
meetings and actively participate in national 
and international anti-apartheid campaigns, 
particularly during the International Year of 
Mobilization for Sanctions against South 
Africa. 


VI. Others 


31. The Seminar calls for the establishment in 
all countries, where they do not exist, of anti- 
apartheid and solidarity movements or other 
national committees for the struggle against 
apartheid. 


32. It asks governments and organizations to 
consider the establishment of national com- 
mittees for the International Year of Mobiliza- 
tion for Sanctions against South Africa. 


33. The Seminar calls on universities, cultural 
institutions, writers, artists and others to con- 
tribute to the maximum to the international 
campaign against apartheid. 


34. The governments and organizations should 
consider the establishment of national com- 
mittees for the International Year of Mobiliza- 
tion for Sanctions against South Africa. They 
should also set up anti-apartheid committees 
to intensify the struggle against apartheid. 


Foreign Affairs Bulletin No. 23, 11 September 1981 


Speech delivered by the head of the GDR delegation, Friedmar 
Clausnitzer, Deputy Minister of Foreign Trade, during the general 
debate of the United Nations Conference dealing with the least 


developed countries, in Paris 


3 September 1981 


The GDR regards the UN Conference on the 
Least Developed Countries as an important 
part of the process of restructuring interna- 
tional economic relations along democratic 
lines. 

The Conference is being held at a time 
when the peaceful future of mankind is most 
seriously threatened by the imperialist in- 
stigated arms race and its policy of confronta- 
tion, the consequences of which hit the least 
developed countries more severely. And this 
highlights the inseparable linkage between the 
purpose of this Conference and the normaliza- 
tion of international relations on the basis of 
the principles of peaceful coexistence. To 
secure peace is and remains essential to the 
survival of mankind and, consequently, to the 
realization of any development project. A 
special challenge is the recent United States 
decision to go ahead with the production of 
the neutron weapon. Nobody who is genuinely 
concerned about peace and the prosperity of 
peoples can remain indifferent in the face of 
that decision. This fresh escalation of the arms 
race must be condemned and opposed most 
strongly, also for the sake of the development 
of the LDC. 

What is needed in the very interest of those 
countries is international cooperation rather 
than confrontation, political détente rather than 
aggravated tension, curbing the arms race 
rather than continued superarmament. Those 
essential preconditions and objectives should 
be duly taken into account in the Substantial 
New Programme of Action which this Con- 
ference is to adopt. 

The Conference documents and the impressive 
and urgent statements we have heard from 
many of the previous speakers convey a 
poignant picture of the economic situation 
prevailing in the LDC. Primary responsibility 
for that state of affairs rests with the former 
colonial powers and those capitalist indus- 
trialized countries which, together with their 
transnational corporations, pursue a policy of 


neo-colonialist exploitation vis-a-vis these 
countries. Imperialist plundering is the root 
cause for the fact that the developing countries 
continue to be in a state of underdevelopment 
and that the least developed among them re- 
main at the greatest economic disadvantage. 
Moreover, it is precisely the economically 
weakest among the developing countries which 
have felt the negative effects of increasing 
disruptions in the wake of the crisis rampant 
in capitalist industrialized States. It is an open 
secret that capitalist industrialized countries 
have been trying to shift a major portion of 
their economic difficulties to developing coun- 
tries, including the LDC. The means and 
methods which they and their transnational 
corporations employ to this end have been 
revealed by numerous studies made by the 
United Nations and other international bodies. 
This especially applies to discriminations in 
trade, transfer pricing and other manipulatory 
practices by TNC, uncontrolled profit transfer 
and brain drain from developing countries. The 
LDC are greatly affected by those phenomena. 
This makes evident that the quest for solutions 
to redress their particularly grave economic 
situation is part of the task of restructuring 
international economic relations on a demo- 
cratic basis and of overcoming these countries’ 
economic and social underdevelopment caused 
by colonialism, neo-colonialism and racism, 
and their disadvantaged and inequitable posi- 
tion within the capitalist system of interna- 
tional division of labour into which they are 
still integrated to a significant extent. 

Those aims can only be achieved if the LDC 
can exercise their right to freely choose their 
social and economic system of development in 
conformity with the Charter of Economic 
Rights and Duties of States and, consequently, 
their sovereign right to utilize their own 
natural resources and economic potentials, and 
if effective infrastructures are established. 
External aid may play an important comple- 
mentary role, provided that the sovereignty 
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and discretionary powers of the recipient coun- 
try be respected. 

The GDR attaches importance to the reports 
and proposals prepared by the LDC concerning 
their development in the 1980s. It is significant 
that those documents orient LDC first and 
foremost towards mobilizing their indigenous 
resources on behalf of their further social and 
economic development and underscore the 
principle that external aid for those countries 
should primarily encourage them to self- 
help. 

The delegation of the GDR holds the view that 
the Substantial New Programme of Action, if 
it is to become an instrument for improving 
the situation of the LDC, should pay due 
regard to those objectively existing factors 
which are essential to social and economic de- 
velopment of the LDC. This holds particularly 
true for the introduction and perfection of 
economic and social planning, the development 
of the public and cooperative sectors in the 
national economy, democratic land reforms, 
the creation of progressive social infrastruc- 
tures, full national sovereignty over their na- 
tural resources, as well as the restraint and 
control of the activities of the TNC. 

Today, there are two antagonistic economic 
and social systems.in the world and, conse- 
quently, two essentially different types of 
economic relations with developing countries, 
those of the socialist States and those of the 
capitalist industrialized States. Relations main- 
tained by the GDR as well as the other States 
of the socialist community with developing 
countries, including the LDC, are fundament- 
ally differing in nature, objectives, forms and 
methods from those which capitalist industri- 
alized countries have with them. The GDR and 
other socialist countries, themselves once ex- 
posed over decades to imperialist policies of 
pillage and extortion, are not responsible for 
the colonial and neo-colonial exploitation of 
the LDC. Nor do they have a share in the 
occurrence of phenomena in the world capi- 
talist economy such as runaway inflation, 
devaluation of currericies, exchange rate fluc- 
tuations and the large endebtedness of the 
LDC. Therefore, the GDR supports the just 
demands addressed by the LDC to the capitalist 
industrialized countries. 

The GDR is a reliable partner of developing 
countries. The same holds true for its relations 
with the LDC. The GDR considers it a pre- 
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eminent foreign policy objective to give all 
assistance to these countries, which are waging 
a just struggle for their freedom, for the 
consolidation of their national independence, 
and for social progress. Full equality, respect 
for sovereignty, non-interference in internal 
affairs and development of mutually advan- 
tageous relations are basic principles for 
the GDR cooperation with the LDC. On 
this foundation, my country is seeking 
to develop cooperative relations in fields 
that have major importance in overall efforts 
to surmount economic backwardness in the 
above-mentioned countries and to help them 
achieve and consolidate economic independ- 
ence. The GDR assists the LDC with a view 
to expanding their industrial, scientific and 
technological potentials, to developing the 
agricultural sector and increasing food pro- 
duction, to establishing national education 
systems, to training national cadres as well 
as to improving the living conditions of the 
people. Particularly intensive relations have 
developed with Afghanistan, Benin, Ethiopia, 
Guinea, Guinea-Bissau, Laos, Mali, Tanzania 
and Democratic Yemen. 

Beyond the scope of traditional trade rela- 
tions which are developing dynamically with 
the LDC, new forms of economic, scientific 
and technological cooperation have evolved 
between the GDR and the LDC. Those forms 
of assistance and cooperation are maintained 
with 27 of the 31 LDC. 

Tn view of the extraordinary significance which 
basic and advanced education and training of 
specialized personnel have for the consolida- 
tion of those countries’ political and economic 
independence as well as for the systematic 
mobilization and use of the developing coun- 
tries’ national resources, the GDR deems it a 
major task to effectively assist these States. 
Much has been done by my country in the 
past ten years in this respect. For instance, 
some 1,200 nationals fromi LDC completed their 
studies at GDR institutions of higher educa- 
tion, and another 1,200 are currently enrolled. 
From 1970 through 1980, 2,350 nationals from 
LDC took skilled workers’ training or further 
training courses in the GDR. Approximately 
12,500 nationals received basic or advanced 
vocational training in their own countries by 
GDR instructors. In that period, 475 GDR 
specialists were on assignment in 12 of the 
LDC. In addition, the GDR provided free 


material assistance worth over 285 million 
marks to such countries during the same span 
of time. 

None of such assistance by the GDR to LDC 
is financed from neo-colonialist profits, but 
rather through the GDR people’s own hard 
work. Enterprises built in LDC with GDR 
assistance become the property of the country 
concerned, without any strings attached. While 
many capitalist countries pursue a reprehensi- 
ble brain drain policy, my Government takes 
care that all nationals from LDC return home 
upon completion of their training in the GDR. 
The voluntary contributions provided by the 
GDR to the UNDP, UNIDO, UNICEF, UN-En- 
vironment Fund, the IAEA as well as to other 
UN assistance programmes are also utilized 
for training and further training courses 
organized in the GDR jointly with the above- 
mentioned UN agencies and other United 
Nations bodies. To a large extent, also nationals 
from LDC participate in such courses. 

My delegation holds the view that in order 
to realize the important tasks discussed at the 
Conference all potentials and means at the 
command of the organs and agencies within 
the UN system should be harnessed. Practical 
experience has borne out that decisions to 
establish new organs in no way are a guarantee 
that envisioned tasks are actually performed, 


which is, after all, the supreme criterion. If 
available facilities and opportunities were fully 
utilized and a flexible approach adopted, it 
should be possible for the existing UN agencies 
and bodies to perform the tasks that will be set 
by the Conference in an effective and co- 
ordinated manner. In concert with the other 
members of the Council for Mutual Economic 
Assistance, the GDR will continue, within the 
limits of its possibilities, to shape its multi- 
faceted cooperation and solidarity with the 
LDC according to the principles which cor- 
respond to its socio-economic order and meet 
the legitimate interests of the partners con- 
cerned. 

This policy is meant to help to bring about a 
fundamental improvement of the economic and 
social situation of the least developed coun- 
tries and of their position in world economy as 
well as to support the strengthening of their 
position in the struggle for overcoming eco- 
nomic backwardness and want. 

In pursuit of these principles and goals, the 
delegation of the German Democratic Republic 
will work constructively to make this Con- 
ference a success. 


Archives of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
of the GDR 


Message sent by the General Secretary of the Central Committee 
of the Socialist Unity Party of Germany and Chairman of the GDR 
Council of State, Erich Honecker, to the President of the UN special 


session, Baron Rtidiger von Wechmar 


4 September 1981* 


On behalf of the Council of State, the govern- 
ment and the people of the German Dem- 
ocratic Republic I wish the special session of 
the UN General Assembly every success. 
This gathering is being followed with great 
interest throughout the world. The subject of 
discussion is the liberation of a people which 
to date has been denied independence by the 
unlawful occupation of its territory. 

In concurrence with the majority of nations 
the German Democratic Republic holds the 
view that it is urgently necessary to implement 


the decisions adopted by the Security Council. 
The people of Namibia must no longer be re- 
fused independence and _ self-determination, 
and the resolutions taken by the United Na- 
tions show the way forward. 

An immediate end must be put to terror, ag- 
gression and the apartheid policy. 

The German Democratic Republic has always 
given support to the sacrificing struggle wag- 
ed by the Namibian people under the leader- 
ship of SWAPO, its only legitimate representa- 
tive, and will continue to do so in the future. 
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The German Democratic Republic wishes to 
give expression to the hope that this special 
session may resolutely affirm and back up 
with action the right of the Namibian people 


to independence, self-determination and ter- 
ritorial integrity. 


Neues Deutschland, 4 September 1981 


Speech delivered by Ambassador Peter Florin, Deputy Minister 
of Foreign Affairs and Permanent Representative of the GDR at the 
United Nations, to the 8th emergency special session of the 


UN on Namibia 


8 September 1981 


The people of Namibia will certainly win their 
independence and will exercise their right to 
self-determination. We are firmly convinced 
that the last colonial régime on the continent 
of Africa will be eliminated too. The laws 
governing the development of human society 
will make their weight felt in respect of Nami- 
bia also. 

No Member of the United Nations denies that 
fact that at the present time Namibia is being 
illegally occupied by South Africa. The ques- 
tion is: how can this occupation of the Ter- 
ritory of Namibia which runs counter to inter- 
national law be ended? For many years, as is 
known, there have been unequivocal decisions 
adopted by the United Nations General As- 
sembly and by the Security Council on Nami- 
bia. I would remind representatives in par- 
ticular of General Assembly resolutions 2145 
(XXI) and 3111 (XXVIII) and Security Coun- 
cil resolution 385 (1976). Nevertheless, the 
racist régime of Pretoria continues to dis- 
regard the decisions adopted by the interna- 
tional Organization and still denies the peo- 
ple of Namibia their inalienable right to self- 
determination. 

In order to guarantee the implementation of 
United Nations decisions the Security Council 
should long ago have adopted a decision on 
measures which would have compelled South 
Africa to put an end to its illegal occupation 
of Namibia; but that has for many years been 
made impossible by the imperialist States, 
whose monopolies are not concerned about a 
genuinely independent Namibia because their 
colonial plundering brings them many millions 
in profits. Under the pressure of the changes 
which have recently occurred in the world the 
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United Nations reached an agreement by its 
Security Council resolution 435 (1978), the 
implementation of which should have opened 
the way to independence in Namibia. 

The South West Africa People’s Organization 
(SWAPO), which has been recognized by the 
United Nations and by the overwhelming 
majority of its Members as the legitimate rep- 
resentative of the fighting people of Namibia, 
has demonstrated a high sense of responsi- 
bility and statesmanship in the negotiations. 
The readiness to compromise which SWAPO 
has demonstrated during the negotiating pro- 
cess has been noted many times by competent 
people, but South Africa and its advocates 
have erected ever more obstacles and Security 
Council resolution 435 (1978) is threatened 
with the same fate as has befallen previous 
resolutions. 

Three years have passed since the adoption of 
Security Council resolution 435 (1978). A 
sober evaluation shows that not a single step 
has been taken to implement Namibia’s in- 
dependence. Because the Security Council has 
not thus far adopted any enforcement meas- 
ure, the illegal occupation of Namibia by 
South Africa still goes on. A group of Western 
States has been obstinately resisting the im- 
position, in accordance with the United Na- 
tions Charter, of enforcement measures 
against the racist régime. 

Without authorization from anyone, that group 
has been involving itself in activities outside 
the United Nations not aimed at the imple- 
mentation of Security Council resolutions 385 
(1976) and 435 (1978) and not in accordance 
with General Assembly resolutions, but, 
rather, in the interests of the Pretoria régime. 


International monopolies have been trying to 
set up a puppet régime which would enable 
them in the future to exploit the African 
population and to plunder Namibia's natural 
resources. They want South Africa to continue 
in the future to abuse Namibia and to use it as 
a spring-board against other African states. 
This kind of activity is impossible within the 
context of the United Nations, since the 
majority of states have supported sanctions 
against South Africa and strongly condemned 
any attempts to bring about a so-called inter- 
nal settlement. That is why attempts are being 
made to come to an agreement outside the 
United Nations. All manoeuvres to circumvent 
the United Nations and legitimize the puppets 
of South Africa by unlawful means, whatever 
form they may take, should be decisively put 
down. Recently representatives of Western 
States have given assurances that they in- 
tended to keep resolution 435 (1978) as a 
basis, but supposedly some new proposals are 
necessary. There is no longer any question of 
a speedy implementation of resolution 435 
(1978). They are shamefacedly silent about the 
nature of these so-called new proposals. Ac- 
cording to what appears in the press, it seems 
that there is an attempt to establish certain 
rules which would impose on the people of 
Namibia obligations running counter to their 
right to self-determination and satisfying the 
interests of South Africa as well as those of 
the imperialist monopolies. If United Nations 
resolutions were implemented, Namibia would 
in consequence become an independent state 
and enter the international community as a 
non-aligned state and the people of Namibia 
would be able to resolve its internal affairs as 
it deemed fit. These so-called new proposals 
are needed to emasculate resolution 435 
(1978) and to void it of any real meaning. 
The opponents of independence for Namibia 
went to gain time, in the hope that they will 
still be able to impose a puppet régime on the 
Namibian people. 

Officials of the United States Administration 
have been talking about a new regional 
strategy for southern Africa. One official 
statement, which appeared in Thé New York 
Times of 30 August this year, says: 

“The United States also seeks to build a more 
constructive relationship with South Africa, 
one, based on shared interests, persuasion and 
improved communication.” 
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This ‘‘more constructive relationship” would 
be not merely with any State, but with a 
Fascist and racist régime which has been 
illegally occupying Namibia and perpetrating 
acts of aggression against neighbouring sover- 
eign states. 

It is frankly admittéd that it is exclusively the 
economic, political and strategic interests of 
the United States which are the decisive 
factor. In vain do we look for anything about 
the recognition of the legitimate interests of 
the peoples of that region, in particular the 
interests of Namibia, as enshrined, for ex- 
ample, in Decree No.1 of the United Nations 
Council for Namibia. We should not be sur- 
prised about this, for when the profits of 
monopolies are at stake, imperialist policies 
ruthlessly sweep aside the interests of peo- 
ples. We heard in the Security Council hor- 
rendous words spoken by the United States 
representative, who said that there was little 
doubt that South Africa’s resistance to grant- 
ing the people of Namibia the right to self- 
determination—as the Council had called on it 
to do—was based on the tension and instability 
which currently existed in the region. 

This is the justification for South Africa’s 
occupation of the Territory of Namibia. South 
Africa is being encouraged to continue its 
policy of disregarding the decisions of our 
Organization and its policy of aggression 
against sovereign states. The tension and in- 
stability in southern Africa are the result of 
the policy of the racist régime of Pretoria. 
South Africa itself bears the responsibility for 
this. 

The following point is likewise true: that, 
while the representatives of the United States 
talk about an ostensible concern for peace in 
southern Africa, the ruling circles of that 
country are in fact doing their utmost to im- 
plement their policy of confrontation, whereby 
they increase tension throughout the world, 
including southern Africa. With the assistance 
of the United States and other imperialist 
countries, South Africa has become the biggest 
arms producer in the southern hemisphere. 
The creation of a nuclear potential by the 
racists has taken on dangerous proportions. 
Document A/AC. 109/660, dated 15 June 1981, 
gives a graphic picture of how, contrary to the 
United Nations embargoes, the sale of military 
matériel to South Africa continues unabated. 
The statement published on 26 August this 
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year by the Committee against Apartheid 
mentioned intensified efforts to establish a 
so-called South Atlantic Pact, whereby the 
area of operations of the North Atlantic Treaty 
Organization (NATO) would be expanded. 

It is no mere chance that the naval manoeu- 
vres of the North Atlantic Treaty Organization 
(NATO) have been extended to the South 
Atlantic—I refer to Ocean Venture 1981. 

The United States has openly acknowledged its 
allegiance to the aggressive policy of the 
racist régime of Pretoria and recently it used 
its veto in the Security Council. These policies 
do not serve peace or assist a solution of the 
problems of southern Africa. 

The German Democratic Republic shares the 
concern of the African and other peoples re- 
garding the exacerbation of the situation 
within and around Namibia created as a result 
of the policy of aggression and occupation 
pursued by the apartheid régime and also be- 
cause the United States and other NATO 
States are supporting that régime. Here I 
would emphasize that the German Democratic 
Republic, along with many other States, 
strongly condemns South Africa’s large-scale 
aggression against the People’s Republic of 
Angola, which, through a gross violation of 
international law, led to the occupation of 
Angolan territory. We hope that these recent 
acts of aggression by South Africa and the 
heroic struggle of the people of Angola in 
defence of their homeland will force those in 
certain capitals of the world to rethink their 
positions. 

The discussion in the Security Council and the 
voting on the resolution submitted by the non- 
aligned member States of that supreme United 
Nations body have shown the influence of the 
true facts. Cold-war entrenchment only leads 
to isolation. 

In order to prevent further dangerous devel- 
opments in southern Africa and in order to 
attain independence in Namibia, which must 
include Walvis Bay, sanctions must be imposed 
on South Africa in accordance with Chap- 
ter VII of the Charter. In particular, the arms 
embargo must be tightened and an oil em- 
bargo must be imposed, as well as comprehen- 
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sive economic sanctions. In spite of the will of 
South Africa, resolutions 385 (1976) and 435 
(1978) must be implemented. Any country 
still supporting South Africa must be called 
upon to change its position in the interests of 
the peace and security of peoples. South 
Africa must put an end to its occupation of 
the Territory of Namibia. No one can deprive 
the United Nations—in particular, the Security 
Council and the Council for Namibia, which 
is the organ administering Namibia until it 
attains independence—of its responsibility. 
The position of the German Democratic Re- 
public with regard to the people of Namibia 
and its legitimate demands is well known. 
Only a few weeks ago a delegation from the 
Council for Namibia visited the capital of our 
Republic, Berlin, where it was able to see for 
itself the firm solidarity of our people and 
Government with the people of Namibia. We 
provide all-round support to the people of 
Namibia and its leader, SWAPO, which is 
waging an all-out struggle for the freedom and 
independence of its country and which, if no 
other way is left for it, will continue the 
armed struggle. The way to achieve a solution 
of the problem of Namibia is to enforce im- 
plementation of the appropriate resolutions, 
as provided for in the United Nations Charter. 
The delegation of the German Democratic Re- 
public calls insistently for such action. 

Allow we to conclude with the words of the 
General Secretary of the Central Committee 
of the Socialist Unity Party of Germany and 
Chairman of the Council of State of the Ger- 
man Democratic Republic, Erich Honecker, in 
his message to the eighth emergency special 
session of the General Assembly, dealing with 
the question of Namibia: 

“The German Democratic Republic has always 
supported the struggle waged at the cost of a 
great many sacrifices by the Namibian people 
under the leadership of its sole authentic rep- 
resentative, SWAPO, and it will continue to 
do so.” (A/ES-8/8, annex, p. 2) 


Archives of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
of the GDR 


From the policy statement presented by the Minister of Foreign Affairs 
of the GDR, Oskar Fischer, to the XXXVI session of the 


UN General Assembly 


25 September 1981 


The German Democratic Republic’s policy is 
to contribute to prosperous international eco- 
nomic cooperation. All states should base their 
actions on the Charter of Economic Rights 
and Duties of States. 

The German Democratic Republic’s position, 
based on principle, invariably implies support 
for the developing countries in their struggle 
for the New International Economic Order 
and against neo-colonialism and foreign exploi- 
tation. 

We have always promoted to the best of our 
ability the extension of détente to all regions 
of the globe, as the United Nations has urged. 
To that end we have also worked as a member 
of the Security Council. Certainly not all the 
conflicts were eliminated in the 1970s, but 
conditions for further progress became more 
favourable. The confrontationist course and 
the territorial spread of the arms race, how- 
ever, jeopardize those achievements and en- 
courage anew aggression, terrorism and sub- 
version, which in the case of Israel and South 
Africa, with the support of certain other states 
have been declared state policy. 

Strengthening the international authority of 
the Palestine Liberation Organization (PLO) 
is therefore all the more important. The right 
of the people of Palestine to establish a state 
of its own is being increasingly recognized. A 
lasting Middle East peace settlement will be 
possible only if any action is based on the no- 
tion that no solution is possible without or 
against the PLO. 

In southern Africa, the racist régime is in- 
creasing its efforts to make Namibia a neo- 
colonial satellite state. While the so-called 
Group of Five has been showing understand- 
ing for South Africa’s position, it seeks to 
force the South West Africa People’s Organi- 
zation (SWAPO) to capitulate. There is an ef- 
fort to invalidate Security Council resolution 
435 (1978). 


The German Democratic Republic declares its. 


solidarity with the decisions on the Namibia 


32* 


question adopted at the Nairobi Summit Con- 
ference. It voted in favour of the resolution of 
the eighth emergency special session of the 
United Nations General Assembly condemning 
the continued occupation of Namibia and call- 
ing for mandatory sanctions to be taken 
against South Africa. SWAPO can be sure of 
our continued firm support. 

Also from this rostrum, the German Demo- 
cratic Republic condemns the attack of the 
South African racist régime on sovereign 
Angola and demands the immediate cessation 
of all military aggression. 

The arms race has now also reached the In- 
dian Ocean. Concerned at this development, 
and because of the naval presence and 
feverishly reinforced systems of bases, the 
littoral and hinterland states of the Indian 
Ocean are striving to set up a zone of peace. 
The German Democratic Republic supports 
that effort and holds that the planned con- 
ference on that subject should be convened 
very soon. We have made proposals in the 
preparatory committee for its proceedings, 
and we hope that they will be helpful in the 
matter. 

The GDR resolutely supports the demand for 
the withdrawal of foreign troops from South 
Korea and is in favour of the proposals of the 
Democratic People’s Republic of Korea for the 
country’s reunification. 

The peoples of the Middle East and of South- 
East Asia are making great efforts towards 
collective security in their regions. We are in 
accord with Afghanistan’s proposals for the 
solution of the situation around that country, 
and sympathize with its struggle against the 
counter-revolutionary forces that are being 
steered and armed from outside. The willing- 
ness of that country’s government to have the 
United Nations participate in relevant negotia- 
tions is fresh evidence of a constructive ac- 
commodation, in the interest of a political 
solution to the problem. Important proposals 
have come from the USSR for détente in the 
Gulf area. 
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We have great respect for the people of Kam- 
puchea and its government. The German 
Democratic Republic strongly rejects all 
designs of imperialist and hegemonist quarters 
to disturb peaceful reconstruction. The seat in 
this Organization belongs to the representa- 
tives of the People’s Republic of Kampuchea. 
It has amply demonstrated its constructive 
policy by making far-reaching proposals to the 
states in the region. 

It is necessary, we believe, to intensify the 
struggle against the mass violation of human 
rights by imperialism, colonialism and fascism. 
Moreover, the Organization should do every- 
thing in its competence to promote solutions 
to basic social problems. 

The German Democratic Republic submitted 
at the last session of the General Assembly a 
resolution against ideologies and practices of 
fascism and neo-fascism. I wish to take this 
opportunity to thank all delegations that have 
supported us. 

I trust that representatives will agree with me 


when today I say, as I must, that meanwhile 


a great deal of new evidence of fascist terror, 


in El Salvador and elsewhere, has come forth. 
The interrelation between that phenomenon 
and the described negative trends in interna- 
tional affairs is evident. 

The German Democratic Republic therefore 
believes that it is essential to take appropriate 
measures in order to oppose with even greater 
determination the extremist proponents of war 
and hatred between nations. 

Finally, let me assure the Assembly that the 
German Democratic Republic is firmly re- 
solved to contribute in a businesslike and con- 
structive spirit to such results of this General 
Assembly session as will help promote world 
peace and preserve the détente process as the 
dominating trend in international life in the 
1980s. 


Archives of the Ministry of Foreign Aftairs 
of the GDR 


Speech delivered by GDR representative Willi Schlegel to the Third 
Committee of the XXXVI session of the UN General Assembly, con- 
cerning the implementation of the right to self-determination and the 
granting of independence to colonial countries and peoples with a view 
to the effective guaranteeing of human rights 


5 October 1981 


The right of peoples to decide freely and 
without outside interference upon their 
political status and their economic, social and 
cultural development in line with their own 
interests is an imperative principle of present- 
day international law. Successes attained in 
implementing the right to self-determination 
according to the demands of the true re- 
presentatives of the peoples are successes on 
the road of peace and progress. The ad- 
mission to the UN of Vanuatu and Belize 
which we as members can welcome at this 
session of the General Assembly, is one ex- 
pression of the international changes which 
have occurred for the benefit of the forces of 
peace and social progress. 

Every victory scored by the peoples in the 
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struggle for their right to national in- 
dependence and self-determination represents 
a defeat for the advocates of colonialism and 
racism, a loss of sphere of dominance and in- 
fluence for these forces. The colonialist and 
racist forces do not accept these defeats. They 
are currently engaged in feverish activity to 
restore old positions and gain new ones. The 
most aggressive circles of imperialism are 
pursuing a policy of interference in the internal 
affairs of other states, declaring whole regions 
spheres of national interest, installing and ex- 
panding military bases on colonial-dependent 
territories and incorporating reactionary re- 
gimes in military pacts, all of which represent 
an, open violation of international law. They 
are an abuse of the right to self-determina- 


tion and a direct threat to the basic and vital 
interests of all peoples. 

The world public is deeply concerned at the 
further exacerbation of the situation in 
southern Africa. Encouraged by the imperialist 
arms build-up and confrontation policy, the 
racists of the apartheid regime are further 
expanding their system of oppression of the 
peoples. As before the minority racist regime 
is preventing the black majority of the popula- 
tion from exercising their right to  self- 
determination. We are witnessing a constant 
and systematic increase in acts of aggression 
undertaken by Pretoria against independent 
states. They reached a new climax with the 
brutal invasion of the People’s Republic of 
Angola. In similar fashion to the fascist 
“scorched earth” tactics, the South African 
murder squads have devastated vast regions 
of Angola. This has revealed once more the 
inhuman and belligerent nature of the 
apartheid regime. 

The GDR condemns most vehemently the 
brutal aggression of South Africa against the 
sovereign People’s Republic of Angola. My 
delegation calls emphatically for the strict 
respect of the territorial integrity of the Peo- 
ple’s Republic of Angola. We extend our un- 
qualified solidarity to the brave Angolese peo- 
ple and their struggle to defend national in- 
dependence and sovereignty. 

The recent emergency special session on Nami- 
bia has made it clear once again that the South 
African racists can rely on the support of the 
most aggressive imperialist circles even though 
their practices represent a threat to peace and 
an infringement of international law. My 
delegation would like to recall the fact that 
countless UN documents furnish overwhelming 
evidence of the fact that these forces not only 
draw high profits from the pillage of South 
African and Namibian natural and human re- 
sources but also equip the racist regime with 
deadly weapons of oppression. The aggressive 
circles of imperialism bear the responsibility 
for the apartheid state having become a menace 
to peace even beyond the bounds of Africa. 
They uphold the racist regime by every pos- 
sible means, shield it from UN resolutions and 
provide it with arms even to the extent of 
a nuclear potential. The apartheid regime is 
to be preserved as an imperialist bulwark 
designed to contain the striving of the peoples 
for freedom. 


In defiance of numerous UN resolutions the 
South African racists, backed and encouraged 
by their imperialist supporters, are repressing 
by means of brutal terror the right to self- 
determination of the Namibian people. As you 
are aware, the destructive position taken by 
South Africa has so far rendered to no avail 
all efforts made to settle the Namibian prob- 
Jem. The GDR holds the view that in order to 
bring about a peaceful settlement of this 
problem it is necessary to implement the UN 
Security Council Resolution 435. 

Attempts to modify the UN Namibian plan 
jeopardize the efforts made by the United 
Nations and flout the will of most UN member 
states. These manoeuvres comply with the in- 
terests of South Africa. They are aimed at 
imposing upon the Namibian people a neo- 
colonialist solution designed to guarantee a 
white minority rule. There is an urgent neces- 
sity for the UN Security Council to take far- 
reaching sanctions as demanded by the UN 
special session on Namibia. They are a 
suitable means to force the South African oc- 
cupier out of Namibia and to help the Nami- 
bian people, led by SWAPO, to achieve in- 
dependence and liberation from the yoke of 
colonialism. 

We are witnessing Israel escalating its policy 
of flagrant violation of the Arab peoples’ 
rights. The Israeli air force attack on the 
nuclear research centre of the Republic of 
Iraq ushered in a new stage in this. 

Peace and security in the Middle East can 
only be attained if Israel withdraws com- 
pletely from the occupied Palestinian and Arab 
territories and the Arab people of Palestine, 
legitimately represented by the PLO, is grant- 
ed its inalienable rights, including the right 
of return, self-determination and the founda- 
tion of an own independent state. The GDR 
welcomes and supports the suggestion sub- 
mitted by the Soviet Union on the convening of 
an international conference to deal with the 
comprehensive and just settlement of the 
Middle East problem. 

It is with sympathy and interest that the GDR 
is following the just struggle for peace, de- 
mocracy, national independence, self-deter- 
mination and social progress being waged by 
the peoples in the countries of Latin America 
which at present are the scene of dramatic 
events. We are increasingly concerned about 
the atrocious methods used by the reactionary 
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regimes to preserve their power. We denounce 
the fact that the most aggressive circles of 
imperialism are trying to attain their aims in 
Latin America through reactionary and re- 
pressive dictatorships, by treating freedom 
fighters as terrorists and threatening progres- 
sive governments. We protest against this ag- 
gressive policy and take a decided stand 
against all imperialist attempts at hindering, 
by means of terror and oppression, the peoples 
of Latin America—be it in El Salvador or 
elsewhere—from making use of their right 
to political and economic independence and to 
self-determination. 

The people of the German Democratic Re- 
public extends firm solidarity to the freedom 
fighters of the Farabundo Marti National 
Liberation Front (FMLN), the Revolutionary 
Democratic Front (FDR) and other forces wag- 
ing a heroic struggle for freedom, democracy 
and social justice in this region. 

It is a well-known fact that the principle of 
self-determination of the peoples underlies 
the GDR’s policy. Proceeding from this the 
GDR supports the right of every people to the 
independence and territorial integrity of its 
country. The wide support rendered by the 
population of the GDR in solidarity with those 
peoples fighting for their national and social 
liberation has been constantly growing. 

The 10th Congress of the Socialist Unity Party 
of Germany, which represents the leading 


political force of our country, has reaffirmed 
that the GDR will continue to give un- 
reserved support to the endeavours of the 
peoples to gain their inalienable rights. 

One delegate believed he could speak, here in 
the Third Committee, on behalf of the ‘’Ger- 
man people”. 

Let me say only this much on that point: 

The people of the German Democratic Re- 
public, which is the socialist German state, 
has founded its state in realization of its 
right to self-determination. It implements this 
right through building socialism. I do not wish 
to comment here on whether the people of the 
Federal Republic of Germany needs special 
conditions for implementing its right to self- 
determination. I would like to quote the 
Minister of Foreign Affairs of the German 
Democratic Republic who said in his declara- 
tion of principle before the General Assembly 
on 25 September 1981 that “ideas, which 
are divorced from reality and furthermore con- 
trary to international law, of a kind which 
were also voiced at this high rostrum are not 
helpful for good-neighbourly relations. On the 
contrary, they encourage revanchist and 
rightist forces to obstruct and even poison the 
atmosphere. They necessarily put obstacles in 
the way of requisite normal relations.” 


Archives of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
of the GDR 


Speech delivered by GDR representative Gerhard Schroter to the 
Fourth Committee of the XXXVI session of the UN General Assembly 
on the activities of foreign economic and other interests which are 
impeding the implementation of the UN Declaration on the Granting 
of Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples 


7 October 1981 


The United Nations General Assembly has 
repeatedly endorsed in its resolutions the 
right of all peoples to full national, social 
and economic self-determination, and _ to 
sovereignty over their natural riches. The 
Declaration on the Granting of Independerice 
to Colonial Countries and Peoples has enshrin- 
ed the basic principles of the elimination of 
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colonial oppression and exploitation. The De- 
claration’s provisions have been the basis of 
the anti-colonial and anti-racist resolutions 
which were adopted by the United Nations. To 
date, however, these resolutions have not yet 
been fully and comprehensively implemented. 
To date, millions of people have been denied 
a happy life. Deprived of any rights, they are 


subject to reckless exploitation by imperialist 
corporations. 

The United Nations has published a host of 
materials which unmask the activities of 
foreign economic and other interests in de- 
pendent countries. From them it can be seen 
that the transnational corporations are the 
major economic pillars in the effort to per- 
petuate colonial and racist oppression. Their 
activities are not guided by the legitimate 
interests of the peoples but by profit interests. 
Speaking on the appalling practices of interna- 
tional corporations also requires to point to the 
responsibility of those states which have 
jurisdiction over these corporations. 

There can be no doubt that those states bear 
responsibility for the plundering of human and 
natural resources in the yet colonially de- 
pendent territories. Over and over again there 
have been attempts in recent years to ob- 
scure and even deny that fact. Much effort 
was spent on propagating so-called norms of 
conduct, and there was even praise of a 
“social mission” to be fulfilled by the trans- 
national corporations. Politicians in the West 
went out of their way to declare that States 
had no possibilities to check the inhuman 
activities of corporations. Millions of dollars 
were invested in mass media. to propagate 
colonial exploitation and racist oppression as 
kind of a “blessing” for the peoples concern- 
ed. 

The fact remains, however, that despite so- 
called codes of conduct the corporations have 
continued at an undiminished scale, if not 
even increased, the plundering of the colonially 
oppressed peoples. 

While, on the one hand, the incapability of 
governments is emphasized to check these 
activities, corporations are encouraged, on the 
other, to step up private investments to gain 
even higher profits. Just recently, statements 
to that effect were made even here. 
Regrettably, those states where the trans- 
national corporations are based have done 
nothing to implement the resolutions adopted 
by the United Nations. They defy the will of 
the peoples to take their destiny in their own 
hands and implement their legitimate right to 
self-determination. 

This is particularly evident in southern Africa. 
In defiance of numerous resolutions of the 
United Nations General Assembly to end 
collaboration with the racist regime, foreign 


corporations and banking houses continue at 
an undiminished scale their activities in South 
Africa and Namibia. Their complicity with the 
South African apartheid regime is the reason 
why the efforts of the United Nations to im- 
plement the right to self-determination of the 
Namibian people and to eliminate racism and 
apartheid in South Africa have yet failed to 
succeed. 

As the paper ‘Frankfurter Allgemeine Zei- 
tung’ of 19 May 1981 revealed, overall direct 
foreign investments in South Africa rose from 
5.6 billion rands in 1973 to 10.2 billion rands 
in 1979. The EEC countries’ share was 6.4 bil- 
lion, that of North and South American coun- 
tries amounted to 2.4 billion. 

From documents of the Centre against apart- 
heid can be seen that in 1979 56 per cent of 
South Africa’s overall trade exchanges were 
carried through with the United States, the FRG 
and the United Kingdom. In 1980, the 
apartheid state was given loans amounting to 
the record sum of 853.6 billion dollars, mostly 
handed out by banking houses of Switzer- 
land and the FRG (cf. Notes and Documents 
15/81). 

The figures testify to the enormous collabora- 
tion with South Africa which helps both 
strengthen the material and_ technological 
potential of the apartheid state and bolster 
its armament efforts. The International Con- 
ference on Sanctions against South Africa 
which was held in Paris this year repeatedly 
has denounced these practices. 

The Report submitted by the Political Com- 
mission states in that context, inter alia: ‘‘These 
transnational corporations arm, fuel and 
finance the apartheid war machine whilst at 
the same time reaping huge profits through 
the super-exploitation of the cheap labour of 
Black workers. In the military field-in de- 
fiance of both the letter and the spirit of 
Security Council resolution 418 (1977)—South 
Africa has been able to intensify its military 
build-up. It continues to manufacture under 
licence in South Africa military planes and 
engines and other military equipment originat- 
ing from several countries... The United 
States-Canadian company, Space Research 
Corporation, has provided South Africa with 
the 155mm extended range artillery system 
and shells...) (Report of the International 
Conference on Sanctions against South Africa, 
Paris, pp. 113 and 114). 
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In the nuclear field, there is evidence that 
South Africa has started a nuclear arms pro- 
gramme. Governments and agencies, partic- 
ularly those of the United States and of other 
NATO countries, continue nuclear collabora- 
tion with South Africa, including the pro- 
vision of possibilities to train and recruit 
nuclear experts, the supply of technology and 
know-how, and notably the construction of 
Koeberg reactors. 

It must be stated that the activities of im- 
perialist corporations in southern Africa not 
only impede the implementation of the De- 
claration on the Granting of Independence 
to Colonial Countries and Peoples but that 
these activities are also conducive to support 
South Africa in pursuing its policy of breach- 
ing peace, committing acts of state terrorism 
and launching aggressions against sovereign 
African States. 

With regard to Namibia, we are confronted 
with the same situation. Corporations of 
Western countries have heavily invested in 
the economy of that country which is under 
illegal South African occupation and derive 
super-profits therefrom. 88 companies, mainly 
based in South Africa, the United Kingdom, 
the United States, the FRG, France and Canada, 
are operating there. “’.. . these foreign interests 
have supported South Africa’s illegal occupa- 
tion of the Territory both politically and 
financially and have... benefited from the 
practice of apartheid.” (Working paper of 
the Committee of 24, Doc. A/AC.109/656, 
para. 2) 

There is no doubt that the involved corpora- 
tions’ interest in persevering these sources of 
profit and raw materials is a weighty factor 
largely influencing imperialist powers in their 
stand to maintain in this or in that way the 
colonial status in Namibia as well as in other 
still dependent territories. 

That intent becomes particularly clear in the 
efforts at delaying the implementation of the 
decisions of the Security Council on Namibia 
and in the attempts which already now are 
being made at forcing upon the Namibian 
people such conduct which would ensure also 
in the future the unrestricted exploitation of 
independent Namibia. 

In view of the fact that the 8th emergency 
special session of the United Nations General 
Assembly resolutely rejected any such ma- 
neouvres, there are mounting efforts at circum- 
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venting the United Nations and bring about 
neo-colonialist settlements. In view of that, 
highest vigilance is required. 

Foreign corporations are also playing a 
dominating role in the economies of the so- 
called small colonial territories which are 
almost completely under their control. 
Enjoying the support of the respective colonial 
administrations, foreign corporations pillage 
the natural riches of these countries, impede 
their economies’ balanced development and in- 
crease in that way their dependence on the 
colonial powers. This practice runs counter to 
the obligation of these powers to prepare the 
peoples of these territories to independence. 
The people in the colonially and racially op- 
pressed territories increasingly realize the true 
reasons of their misery and are no longer 
willing to accommodate themselves with that 
situation. The movement has gained world- 
wide dimensions, which condemns the reckless 
exploitation of human and natural resources 
in those territories by transnational corpora- 
tions and exercises active solidarity with the 
peoples struggling for their independence. Also 
our Committee joins that effort with its 
activities. 

This is borne out, for instance, by the participa- 
tion in the work of this session of the General 
Assembly of the distinguished representatives 
of Belize and Vanuatu, to whom we extend our 
cordial welcome in this Committee. 

We are called upon to oppose with even 
greater vigour the practices of those forces who 
wish to delay and even obstruct the im- 
plementation of the United Nations Declara- 
tion on the Granting of Independence to 
Colonial Countries and Peoples, and we are 
called upon to condemn those forces’ anti- 
human activities. 

What is required is not to halt the discussion 
of that item in the Fourth Committee but 
rather its consistent continuation. Doing so, 
we will live up to the responsibility we all 
are charged with by the General Assembly. 
Doing so, we will meet our obligation vis-a- 
vis the peoples of the colonially oppressed ter- 
ritories. 

The Berlin Declaration which was unanimously 
adopted by the participants in the Inter- 
national Seminar on Publicity and Role of 
Mass Media in International Mobilization 
against Apartheid is fully justified to demand 
to “investigate, publicize and expose the sub- 


sistance of the apartheid regime by certain 

Western Powers and transnational corporations 

through: 

— supply of arms, technology and other vital 
resources in contravention of United Na- 
tions resolutions; 

— integration of racist South Africa into im- 
perialist military alliances; 

— development of further links with the apart- 
heid regime as an ally in the context of 
aggravating international tension and con- 
flict.”’ 

The German Democratic Republic which had 

the honour to host that significant Seminar 

proposes in this connection that the United 

Nations Centre on Transnational Corporations 

should make up a register that indicates those 

profits which derive from the plundering of 
colonially oppressed territories by  trans- 
national corporations. Investigations and 
studies on that aspect of the activities of those 
corporations would undoubtedly be most 
helpful in the effort to unmask the exploitation 


of these territories by the corporations con- 
cerned. 

The delegation of the German Democratic Re- 
public firmly condemns the internationally 
illegal practices of those corporations and 
speaks out for the international isolation of 
the apartheid regime. It endorses effective 
sanctions against South Africa in accordance 
with Chapter VII of the Charter. It is an 
integral component of the socialist German 
state’s policy to side in unswerving solidarity 
with the just liberation struggle of the peoples 
in Namibia and South Africa under the leader- 
ship of their national liberation movements. 
We regard the political and material support 
of the peoples struggling for their freedom as 
an important contribution towards implement- 
ing the Declaration on the Granting of In- 
dependence to Colonial Countries and Peo- 
ples. 


Archives of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
of the GDR 


Speech delivered by GDR representative Willi Schlegel to the 
Third Committee of the XXXVI session of the UN General Assembly 
concerning the struggle against racism and racial discrimination 


9 October 1981 


Racism and racial discrimination are among 
the most appalling methods employed by 
imperialism to maintain its political power. 
They are absolutely inhuman whatever the 
form they assume. They are a threat to 
peaceful coexistence among nations whatever 
the guise used to conceal them. They are 
among the biggest obstacles to independence, 
self-determination, equality and social ad- 
vance. 

There is an awareness among ever larger sec- 
tions of humanity that the elimination of the 
virus of racism everywhere is one of the most 
urgent requirements of our day. This can be 
gauged from the mounting tide of protest and 
solidarity in the face of the increasingly brutal 
practices of the apartheid regime, the gross 
violation of human rights in the occupied Arab 
lands and the discrimination to which national 
minorities and foreign workers are subjected 


in the capitalist world. There have also been 
increasingly frequent warnings against the 
dangers emanating from the upsurge in fascist 
and neo-fascist activities. 

All these activities are at the same time a 
sign of resistance against the policy of ag- 
gravating the international situation being 
pursued by the most aggressive quarters of 
imperialism. It is patently obvious that the 
dangerous line taken by the United States 
and its allies in undermining détente, peace 
and security is nothing short of an encourage- 
ment to the racists in their sinister machina- 
tions. 

My delegations shares the concern of all peace- 
loving people over the collusion between 
certain imperialist circles and the racist forces. 
After all, there are numerous examples past 
and present which may be cited to show what 
dire consequences may result for the human 
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race when imperialist aggressiveness is com- 
pounded by racist brutality. The “‘racial 
theory” of the Nazis, it will be recalled, was 
used to justify wars of conquest and a 
domestic reign of terror and as a pretext for 
the genocide perpetrated by the Nazis. 

The GDR, itself a result of the popular struggle 
against fascism and war, considers it to be its 
special duty to take an active stand against 
the resurgence of racism in its extreme forms. 
How seriously we are taking this obligation 
can be seen from the initiative which my de- 
legation proposed last year with regard to 
measures against fascism and neo-fascism. 
The GDR believes it is very important to op- 
pose most vigorously the extremist advocates 
of war and hatred among nations. This goes 
in particular for the measures against fascist 
machinations to be adopted within the frame- 
work of the Decade of Action to Combat 
Racism and Racial Discrimination. 

My delegation therefore emphatically sup- 
ports the appeal addressed to all states in 
Resolution 35/33 ‘‘to adopt, as a matter of 
high priority, measures declaring punishable 
by law any dissemination of ideas based on 
racial hatred and prejudice, including neo- 
Nazi and Fascist organizations as well as pri- 
vate clubs and institutions which are based 
on racial criteria or which spread ideas of 
racial discrimination and apartheid.” 

Some days ago there were news agency re- 
ports saying that in Johannesburg several fas- 
cist organizations had emerged to form an al- 
liance called “Movement to Save White South 
Africa”. One of the leaders of that so-called 
movement said it was the foremost aim of 
the organization to prevent by all means the 
slightest deviation from the policy of apartheid. 
According to additional information by the 
Sunday Express, a London weekly, there exist 
close ties with neo-fascists in the United States 
and West European countries. 

These new reports only confirm the accusa- 
tions which numerous African leaders have 
made during the general debate at this General 
Assembly on the strength of incontrovertible 
evidence: Apartheid is a variation on fascism, 
a form of racism elevated to the level of of- 
ficial state policy. 

By resorting to violence and terror, the apart- 
heid regime is suppressing the rights of the 
African majority in South Africa and in il- 
legally occupied Namibia. The racists are en- 
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gaging in ever new manoeuvres in order to 
prolong their occupation of Namibia. Their 
savage attack on the People’s Republic of 
Angola was in flagrant breach of all norms of 
peace, international law and humanity. 

In view of the overwhelming evidence it 
should be recalled here that the continued 
practice of apartheid, the occupation of Na- 
mibia and the escalation of South Africa’s 
aggressive acts are possible only because 
imperialist. states and monopolies are keeping 
their racist client state alive. It is the self- 
styled custodians of human rights who are 
blocking effective countermeasures at the 
Security Council in order to safeguard their 
military, political and economic interests. It 
is the alleged champions of human rights who 
rely on the apartheid state in attempting to 
repress the aspirations of the African peoples 
towards independence, equality and self-de- 
termination. 

The GDR is giving its full backing to the 
struggle against the last remaining bastion of 
colonialism in Africa, against racism and 
apartheid. We share the view that it is high 
time that comprehensive sanctions were im- 
posed on South Africa as provided for in 
Chapter VII of the UN Charter and as de- 
manded at the Paris Conference on Sanctions 
and at the UN Special Session on Namibia. 
Along with the GDR, various delegations in 
recent years have called for a stronger front to 
oppose the propagation of racist thinking. The 
glorification of racist ideas has always proved 
to be a major factor in preparing for wars of 
aggression and in oppressing, plundering and 
annihilating entire nations. 

In the GDR it is a punishable offence to 
disseminate ideas or theories affirming the 
superiority of a race or group of people with 
a particular colour or ethnic background. The 
socialist system has removed the basis for 
racial hatred and racial discrimination in 
whatever form. We consider it to be a matter 
of urgent necessity to oppose racist theories 
most vigorously anywhere in the world. A 
major contribution to this end has been the 
UN Seminar on the Activities and Role of the 
Mass Media in the International Mobilization 
against Apartheid, which was recently held in 
our capital city. The Seminar exposed and 
condemned the racist propaganda of the apart- 
heid regime and the support extended to it by 
sections of the media in Western countries. 


The Berlin Declaration adopted by the Seminar 
provides orientation and guidance for the 
media in the struggle against racism and 
apartheid. It will help to spread the truth 
about the liberation struggle in southern Af- 
rica and the crimes of the racist regime. The 
Declaration makes it clear that a responsible 
media policy in this area involves a dual task: 
(i) to keep the media free, or rid them, of the 
propagation of racist thinking and (ii) to use 
the media to mobilize public opinion against 
apartheid and racism. 

The people and government of the GDR have 
always given unqualified support to the strug- 
gle against racism and racial hatred, and for 
independence, self-determination and _ the 
granting of equal civil, political, economic, 
social and cultural rights to all citizens. This 
is not a matter of tactics, but a fundamental 
principle of socialist state policy. 

This attitude is reflected in the various ways 
in which my country has become involved in 
activities organized within the framework of 
the Decade of Action. It can be gauged from 
the wide-ranging expressions of solidarity 
—political, material and financial—with the peo- 
ples subjected to racist and colonial exploita- 
tion. And last but not least, it finds its ex- 
pression in a constant endeavour to help 


strengthen the legal instruments for the fight 
against apartheid and racism. 

It is with this in mind that the GDR has co- 
sponsored another draft resolution on the 
Status of the International Convention on the 
Suppression and Punishment of the Crime of 
Apartheid. Together with the other co-sponsors 
we believe that given South Africa’s continued 
racist excesses the Convention must be streng- 
thened by additional states acceding to it. The 
largest possible support for the above-men- 
tioned draft resolution would accomplish this 
purpose. 

The GDR welcomes the idea of convening a 
second World Conference on the Elimination 
of Racism and Racial Discrimination. The 
world forum will make it possible, at the end 
of the Decade of Action, to adopt further 
measures to eradicate racism in al] its mani- 
festations. It will doubtlessly contribute to 
mobilizing new forces against racism and 
apartheid. 

As a member of the preparatory committee for 
the World Conference the GDR will devote all 
its energies to this objective. 


Archives of the Ministry of Foreign Aftairs 
of the GDR 


Joint statement issued by the Solidarity Committee of the GDR and the 
GDR Committee for the UN Decade of Action to Combat Racism and 
Racial Discrimination, to mark the Day of Solidarity with South African 


Political Prisoners 


11 October 1981 


On the occasion of the Day of Solidarity with 
Political Prisoners in South Africa to be com- 
memorated on 11 October 1981 we send fra- 
ternal greetings to all patriots fighting against 
apartheid, racism and colonialism. We stand 
firmly on the side of the fighters in South 
Africa and Namibia who were thrown into pri- 
son or forced into exile because they have 
stood up for the elimination of racism and the 
implementation of their rights. In 1980 alone, 
more than 80,000 people were detained for 
alleged violations of the ill-famed apartheid 
laws. Innumerable people were banished. These 


doings of the South African apartheid regime 
are a gross violation of the dignity and the 
rights of man. 

We resolutely demand that all political pri- 
soners held by the racist regime be released 
immediately. We demand freedom for Nelson 
Mandela and for Johnson Lubisi, Petrus Ma- 
shigo and Naphtali Manana who were illegally 
sentenced to death. We demand that these 
shameful sentences be quashed and the patriots 
like Anthony Tsotsobe, Johannes Shabangu 
and David Moises, sentenced to death be- 
cause they identified themselves with ANC, 
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the liberation organization of the South Af- 
rican people, be set free immediately. 

Encouraged by all-round support from NATO 
countries and by defamation of the peoples’ 
liberation struggle as terrorism, the fascist 
minority regime in Pretoria is escalating its 
policy of apartheid, aggression and occupation. 
The apartheid regime’s criminal incursions into 
the People’s Republic of Angola and other 
sovereign African nations, the manoeuvres 
aimed at maintaining its illegal rule over 
Namibia and its efforts to get hold of nuclear 
weapons are a threat to international peace and 
security. We call upon all people of good will 
to stand up for the cessation of all collabora- 


tion with the regime of apartheid, for the 
imposition by the UN Security Council of com- 
prehensive and binding sanctions and for 
peace and freedom for the peoples in southern 
Africa. 

To the numerous imprisoned South African 
patriots we give the assurance that we will not 
slacken in our struggle for the elimination of 
apartheid. Once again we manifest our un- 
qualified solidarity with the peoples of South 
Africa and Namibia and with their national 
liberation organizations, ANC and SWAPO. 


GDR Solidarity Committee Archives 


Toast proposed by the General Secretary of the Central Committee 

of the Socialist Unity Party of Germany and Chairman of the GDR 
Council of State, Erich Honecker, at the reception given for the President 
of the MPLA-Party of Labour and President of the People’s Republic 

of Angola, José Eduardo dos Santos, on the occasion of his official 


friendship visit to the GDR 


12 October 1981 


It gives me great pleasure, Comrade President, 
to be able to welcome you and your party 
once more to our German Democratic Re- 
public. We regard it an honour to play host 
to the leading representative of the Angolan 
people which is resolutely building a new 
life and resisting the criminal aggression of 
the South African racist regime. We welcome 
you, dear Angolan comrades, as good friends 
and tried and tested companions in the joint 
struggle for the peaceful and happy future of 
mankind, for the victory of socialism. 

t recall with pleasure the days of my visit to 
the People’s Republic of Angola, the impres- 
sive meetings and talks with our unforgotten 
friend and Comrade Antonio Agostinho Neto, 
the cordial reception by the people of your 
country. The Treaty of Friendship and Cooper- 
ation we signed on that occasion, ushered in a 
new phase in the relations between our states. 
Today we can state with satisfaction that these 
fraternal relations have developed in a stable 
and successful manner. The decisive impulse 
for this has come from the traditional friend- 
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ly cooperation between the Socialist Unity 
Party of Germany and the MPLA-Party of 
Labour. 

We can look back on positive results in our re- 
lations in the economic, scientific, technological 
and cultural fields, in which good progress has 
been made in organizing long-term coopera- 
tion. We can also note similar satisfactory 
developments in relations between the trade 
unions, and between the women’s and youth 
organizations. Our peoples have drawn closer 
together in the course of fraternal cooperation. 
We are firmly resolved to further deepen this 
cooperation. 

In an historically short period the people of 
Angola have made remarkable revolutionary 
progress in constructing a new life under 
the leadership of the MPLA-Party of Labour. 
The optimism shown by your party and the 
people in implementing the decisions taken by 
the 1st Special Congress of the MPLA-Party 
of Labour strengthens our conviction that this 
work will bear continued success in the 
future. 


Weare aware of the arduous struggle the Ango- 
lan people is having to wage against the coun- 
ter-revolutionary forces within the country and 
against its enemies outside. As a bulwark in 
the struggle for national and social liberation, 
Angola enjoys the great respect of people all 
over the world who hold dear these aims. 
And this in turn makes it increasingly subject 
to imperialist and racist attack. We vigorously 
condemn the acts of war conducted by the 
South African racist regime and demand the 
immediate withdrawal of its aggressive troops 
from Angolan territory. 

You can be sure, dear Angolan comrades, that 
we shall continue to support you in mastering 
the complicated process of social change in 
your country. In the same way we extend 
solidarity to the other states in southern Afrjca 
which have resolved to take the path of in- 
dependence and freedom irrespective of im- 
perialist intrigues. 

You are visiting us at a time when peace and 
security in the world are seriously endangered. 
With an unparalleled arms drive the most 
aggressive circles within NATO, particularly 
the USA, are striving for military superiority. 
This peace-endangering policy is not only 
directed against the socialist countries but 
also against national and social liberation 
movements. Operating from a position of 
strength imperialism is trying to dictate to the 
peoples its will. 

For this reason we regard it as an urgent im- 
perative for all socialist and non-aligned states, 
all forces devoted to peace, freedom and social 
progress, to cooperate even more closely. The 
stable foundation for this is the close link 
between the cause of existing socialism and the 
national and social liberation struggle. It is 
the firm solidarity against colonialism, neo- 
colonialism, racism and apartheid, against im- 
perialist tutelage and interference. 

The movement of non-aligned states has proved 
to be an important international factor in the 
fight for a secure peace on all continents. 
The German Democratic Republic supports its 
efforts for peace and a just system of equal 
international, political and economic relations. 
We shall strengthen and deepen the coopera- 
tion with the non-aligned states in this spirit. 
The same is true for the Organization of 
African Unity. 

The peace-loving policy pursued by the social- 
ist states is directed at banning the threat of 


a nuclear catastrophe, at stopping the im- 
perialist course of confrontation and continuing 
the policy of détente. The centrepiece of this 
policy is to put a halt to the arms race and to 
implement concrete disarmament measures on 
the basis of parity and equal security for all 
parties concerned. For this purpose it is 
particularly important that the negotiations an- 
nounced for the end of November between 
the Soviet Union and the United States on 
questions of arms limitation and disarmament 
should lead to realistic results according to the 
principle of parity and equal security. 

Today Africa has become a continent of 
historically significant revolutionary changes 
which have already led to great progress. The 
independence of Namibia is currently on the 
agenda. 

The German Democratic Republic considers 
the plan of the United Nations for ending the 
illegal occupation of the country and handing 
over power to the Namibian people under 
UN control to be a real basis for a rapid and 
just solution of the Namibian problem. We 
vehemently reject any attempts to undermine 
UN resolutions or to deny the Namibian peo- 
ple its genuine independence. 

It becomes ever clearer that the appeasement 
policy pursued by imperialist circles en- 
courages the racist regime in South Africa 
to continue its aggressive policy against Na- 
mibia and the neighbouring states. However, 
the imperialist plans against the right to self- 
determination of the Namibian people, hatched 
behind closed doors, are doomed to failure. 
Once more we reaffirm our fraternal solidarity 
with SWAPO, the only legitimate represen- 
tative of the people of Namibia. Our full 
sympathy goes out to the people of South 
Africa which, under the leadership of the 
African National Congress (ANC), is fighting 
against the apartheid regime, for freedom, 
democracy and the most fundamental human 
rights. 

In the course of your stay in our country you 
will be able to see for yourself that our people 
are making great efforts in carrying out the 
decisions taken by the 10th Congress of the 
Socialist Unity Party of Germany. The central 
features of socialist emulation drives are 
higher economic performances and higher ef- 
ficiency and quality in the production pro- 
cess. This all serves to further strengthen the 
socialist state, and is of great significance 
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for the continued construction of an advanced 
socialist society and the defence of peace. 
Based on the fraternal alliance with the Soviet 
Union and with firm roots in the socialist 
community, we are realizing our objectives for 
the well-being of the people. We are making 
our active contribution to the struggle for 
peace and socialism, and supporting the anti- 
imperialist movement. 

Let us raise our glasses and drink 


— to the President of the MPLA-Party of La- 


bour and President of the People’s Republic 


of Angola, our friend and Comrade José 
Eduardo dos Santos, 

— to the fraternal cooperation between the 
Socialist Unity Party of Germany and the 
MPLA-Party of Labour, between our peo- 
ples and states, 

— to mew successes in safeguarding world 
peace, 

— to the health of all comrades and friends 
present at this gathering. 


Neues Deutschland, 13 October 1981 


Joint Declaration issued by the German Democratic Republic and the 
People’s Republic of Angola on the occasion of the official friendship 
visit paid by the President of the MPLA-Party of Labour and President 
of the People’s Republic of Angola, José Eduardo dos Santos, to the 
German Democratic Republic from 12 to 14 October 1981 


14 October 1981 


At the invitation of Erich Honecker, General 
Secretary of the Central Committee of the So- 
cialist Unity Party of Germany and Chairman 
of the State Council of the German Democratic 
Republic, José Eduardo dos Santos, President 
of the MPLA-Party of Labour and President of 
the People’s Republic of Angola, paid an of- 
ficial friendship visit to the German De- 
mocratic Republic from 12 to 14 October 
1981. 

The cordial reception extended to President 
José Eduardo dos Santos and to the per- 
sonalities accompanying him, and the meetings 
of the two countries’ leading representatives 
were a manifestation of friendship and of 
fraternal closeness between the Socialist Unity 
Party of Germany and the MPLA-Party of 
Labour, between the German Democratic Re- 
public and the People’s Republic of Angola. 
José Eduardo dos Santos and his party toured 
the Schwedt petro-chemical complex in Frank- 
furt (Oder) county, where they acquainted 
themselves with the successes achieved by the 
working people in the continued shaping of 
the advanced socialist society in the German 
Democratic Republic. 

President José Eduardo dos Santos laid a 
wreath at the Memorial to the Victims of 
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Fascism and Militarism on Berlin’s Unter den 
Linden Boulevard. He conferred upon the 26th 
Polytechnical Secondary School at Berlin-Pan- 
kow the name of Dr Antonio Agostinho Neto, 
founder and first president of the MPLA-Party 
of Labour and of the People’s Republic of 
Angola. 

In recognition of the visiting president’s out- 
standing contributions to friendship and co- 
operation among the peoples and to the pre- 
servation of peace, the General Secretary of 
the Central Committee of the Socialist Unity 
Party of Germany and Chairman of the State 
Council of the German Demecratic Republic, 
Erich Honecker, presented to President José 
Eduardo dos Santos the order “‘Great Star of 
International Friendship”. 

In an atmosphere of cordial friendship and 
mutual understanding Erich Honecker und José 
Eduardo dos Santos conducted a wide-ranging 
exchange of opinions. They informed each 
other about what is being done to implement 
the decisions taken at the 10th Congress of 
the Socialist Unity Party of Germany and the 
1st Special Congress of the MPLA-Party of 
Labour and about the development of their 
countries. Erich Honecker and José Eduardo 
dos Santos discussed the further shaping of 


relations between their two states on the basis 
of their Treaty of Friendship and Cooperation. 
They also considered the fundamental aspects 
of the current international] situation. 

The talks were attended by: (Here follow the 
names of the members of the two delegations— 
Editor.) 


I 

The General Secretary of the Central Com- 
mittee of the Socialist Unity Party of Ger- 
many and Chairman of the State Council of 
the German Democratic Republic, Erich Ho- 
necker, paid tribute to the remarkable suc- 
cesses achieved by the Angolan people under 
the leadership of the MPLA-Party of Labour 
in the effort to lay the material and ideological 
groundwork for the construction of socialism 
in the People’s Republic of Angola. He voiced 
the high appreciation felt in the German De- 
mocratic Republic of the active role the Peo- 
ple’s Republic of Angola has played in the 
struggle against imperialism, colonialism, neo- 
colonialism, racism and for peace, the national 
liberation of oppressed peoples and social pro- 
gress. Erich Honecker praised the links of 
solidarity between the People’s Republic of 
Angola and the German Democratic Republic. 
The President of the MPLA-Party of Labour 
and President of the People’s Republic of 
Angola, José Eduardo dos Santos, commended 
the active contribution of the German De- 
mocratic Republic to safeguarding peace, to 
détente and disarmament. He expressed his 
high appreciation of what the working people 
of the German Democratic Republic have 
achieved. José Eduardo dos Santos paid tri- 
bute tc the German Democratic Republic’s ac- 
tive anti-imperialist solidarity with the African 
peoples in their struggle for national and so- 
cial liberation. 

Erich Honecker and José Eduardo dos Santos 
reaffirmed the fraternal bonds between the 
Socialist Unity Party of Germany and the 
MPLA-Party of Labour, which direct and in- 
spire the development of the friendly relations 
between the two peoples and states. 

The two countries’ leading representatives not- 
ed with deep satisfaction that the economic, 
scientific, technical and cultural relations be- 
tween the German Democratic Republic and 
the People’s Republic of Angola are developing 
vigorously, comprehensively and on a long- 
term basis. 


They voiced their satisfaction at the fact that 
cooperation between the two countries’ social 
and mass organizations is becoming closer and 
expressed themselves in favour of the further 
deepening of that cooperation. They agreed 
to encourage the growth of friendly ties be- 
tween their parliaments, cities and enterprises 
in the fields of sports, art, culture and 
science. 

With a view to further developing the co- 

operation of the two parties and states, the 

following agreements and arrangements were 
signed: 

— Agreement between the Socialist Unity Party 
of Germany and the MPLA-Party of Labour 
on cooperation in the years from 1982 to 
1985; 

— Treaty between the German Democratic Re- 
public and the People’s Republic of Angola 
on legal assistance in civil, family, labour 
and criminal matters; 

~ Executive programme of cultural and scien- 
tific cooperation between the German De- 
mocratic Republic and the People’s Repu- 
blic of Angola for the years 1981 and 1982; 

— Programme of cooperation between the State 
Planning Commission of the German De- 
mocratic Republic and the Ministry of Plan- 
ning of the People’s Republic of Angola; 

— further agreements in specific fields between 
various ministries. 


IT 

Erich Honecker and José Eduardo dos Santos 
voiced their satisfaction at the significant suc- 
cesses achieved as a result of the growing 
strength of world socialism and of the in- 
creasingly intensive struggle of the peoples and 
progressive forces for national independence 
and against imperialism in the battle for peace, 
security, social progress and equal inter- 
national cooperation. 

At the same time they noted with concern that 
due to the adventurist confrontation course 
steered by the most aggressive imperialist 
circles the international situation has markedly 
deteriorated. In this connection they pointed 
to the mounting danger of war, which is a re- 
sult of the craving of these circles for military 
superiority, the planned deployment of new 
strategic nuclear weapons in Western Europe, 
the production of the neutron weapon and of 
other means of mass destruction, the creation 
of a rapid deployment force by the USA, the 
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instigation and aggravation of conflicts and the 
establishment of new US military bases in 
various regions of the world declared “vital 
spheres’ by the United States. Erich Honecker 
and José Eduardo dos Santos emphasized that 
this imperialist policy poses a threat to the 
peace of the peoples and to the security of 
states on all continents. 

They underlined that in view of the dangers 
arising for the peoples from that policy the 
safeguarding of peace requires today with 
greater urgency than ever before the mobiliza- 
tion of all peace-loving forces. 

Erich Honecker and José Eduardo dos Santos 
affirmed the determination of the German 
Democratic Republic and the People’s Re- 
public of Angola, together with all states and 
political forces concerned for peace, to work 
actively for safeguarding peace and _ inter- 
national security. They hailed the peace pro- 
gramme adopted at the 26th Congress of the 
CPSU, the blueprint for peace of the socialist 
states, as charting a realistic course toward 
banishing the danger of nuclear war, toward 
securing and deepening the process of détente 
in Europe and the world over. They expressed 
the conviction that the limitation and cessa- 
tion of the arms race and concrete steps to- 
ward disarmament are the key issues in this 
endeavour. Both sides came out in favour of 
the non-proliferation of nuclear weapons, the 
cessation of their production and a reduction 
of their stocks with a view to their complete 
destruction. 

Erich Honecker and José Eduardo dos Santos 
voiced their conviction that the preservation 
of the positive results of détente in Europe 
would be a weighty contribution to a healthier 
international situation. In this connection\they 
expressed themselves in favour of the strict 
implementation of the Final Act of Helsinki in 
its entirety. They gave expression to their hope 
that the Madrid Meeting would produce con- 
crete follow-up accords on all parts of the 
Final Act and stressed the importance of the 
convocation of a conference on military 
détente and disarmament in Europe. Both sides 
came out in favour of strict adherence to the 
Quadripartite Agreement on West Berlin. 


III 

Erich Honecker and José Eduardo dos Santos 
thoroughly discussed developments in Africa. 
They commended the far-reaching political and 
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social changes that have taken place on that 
continent, noting with satisfaction that the 
African states are playing an increasingly im- 
portant role in international affairs, in the ef- 
fort to preserve their national sovereignty and 
in the struggle for peace and social progress. 
Erich Honecker resolutely condemned the acts 
of aggression undertaken by the South African 
racist régime against the People’s Republic 
of Angola, demanding the immediate and un- 
conditional withdrawal of all South African 
troops from Angolan territory. He viewed 
the escalation of the aggression launched by 
the South African racist régime as a serious 
threat to the peoples in the region, to peace 
and international security. The General Secret- 
ary of the Central Committee of the Socialist 
Unity Party of Germany and Chairman of 
the State Council of the German Democratic 
Republic, Erich Honecker, reaffirmed the Ger- 
man Democratic Republic’s unshakable solidar- 
ity with the People’s Republic of Angola and 
the other “front-line states’ in their battle 
for the protection of their national sovereignty 
and territorial integrity, for the liberation of 
the still oppressed peoples in southern Africa. 
He underscored the legitimate right of the 
People’s Republic of Angola to have recourse 
to every means, including international solli- 
darity, in the defence of its territory in the 
face of aggression to which it has fallen a 
victim. 

Erich Honecker pointed out that the people 
of the German Democratic Republic highly 
appreciate the internationalist assistance the 
People’s Republic of Angola is giving to the 
peoples of Namibia and South Africa in their 
battle for national liberation and inde- 
pendence. 

The German Democratic Republic and the 
People’s Republic of Angola condemn the 
continuing illegal occupation of Namibian ter- 
ritory by the racist régime of Pretoria and 
the imperialist manoeuvres designed to force 
upon the people of Namibia a neo-colonialist 
solution. Both sides demand that the decisions 
adopted by the United Nations Organi- 
zation on the granting of independence to 
Namibia, notably Security Council Resolution 
435/78, and those taken at the 8th UN Special 
Session on Namibia be carried into effect. 
They strictly oppose any attempt at modifying 
UN Security Council Resolution 435 and were 
agreed that adherence to that resolution is 


the only acceptable way of achieving a peace- 
ful settlement of the question of Namibia. 

The German Democratic Republic and the 
People’s Republic of Angola manifested their 
solidarity with SWAPO, the only authentic re- 
presentative of the Namibian people. The two 
sides assured the South African patriots and 
their authentic representative, the African 
National Congress, of their full support and 
solidarity in the struggle for the elimination 
of the apartheid régime and for national libera- 
tion. They pointed to the urgent need of forc- 
ing the South African racist regime by way 
of comprehensive sanctions binding on all 
states to withdraw from Namibia and put an 
end to its criminal apartheid policies. 

They strongly pointed to the dangers to peace 
and security in Africa and all over the world 
that arise from the massive militarization of 
South Africa and its build-up of a nuclear 
war potential. They support the proposal to 
make the African continent into a nuclear- 
weapon-free zone and the efforts being made 
to achieve this. 

Both sides resolutely oppose all schemes and 
attempts designed to establish an aggressive 
South Atlantic military alliance and to ex- 
tend NATO’s radius of action to Africa. 
Erich Honecker and José Eduardo dos Santos 
underlined the important role of the Organiza- 
tion of African Unity in the African peoples’ 
struggle against imperialism, colonialism, neo- 
colonialism and racism, for national liberation, 
the preservation of peace and the safeguard- 
ing of international security. 


IV 

The German Democratic Republic and the 
People’s Republic of Angola manifested their 
solidarity with the Socialist Republic of Viet- 
nam, the Lao People’s Democratic Republic 
and the People’s Republic of Kampuchea. They 
associate themselves with the aspirations of 
thesé states for peace, stability, good-neigh- 
bourly relations and cooperation in South-East 
Asia. They condemn any attempt at infringing 
the sovereignty and territorial integrity of 
these states through intervention or aggres- 
sion. The two sides affirm the right of the 
People’s Republic of Kampuchea to occupy its 
rightful place at the United Nations Organiza- 
tion and other international bodies. 

The two sides support the proposals submitted 
by the government of the Democratic Repu- 
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blic of Afghanistan to achieve a political settle- 
ment by way of negotiations with its neigh- 
bours, Pakistan and Iran, to establish good- 
neighbourly relations and stabilize the situa- 
tion in the region. 

Both sides urge progress in the negotiations 
aimed at turning the Indian Ocean into a zone 
of peace. 

Erich Honecker and José Eduardo dos Santos 
voiced deep concern at the dangerous develop- 
ment of the situation in the Middle East. They 
reject the separate accords of Camp David, 
condemn the establishment of new military 
bases in the region and the splitting-up of the 
national Arab forces. 

The two sides reaffirmed their position that 
peace and security in the Middle East can 
only be achieved if Israel’s complete with- 
drawal from the Arab territories occupied 
in 1967, the inalienable rights of the Arab 
people of Palestine, including its right to self- 
determination and the establishment of an in- 
dependent state of its own, and the existence 
and security of all states in the Middle East 
are assured. They manifested their solidarity 
with the struggle of the Arab people of Pales- 
tine and the PLO, its only authentic represen- 
tative. 

The German Democratic Republic and the 
People’s Republic of Angola identify them- 
selves with the peoples of Latin America in 
their struggle for social progress and human 
dignity. They welcome the establishment of a 
democratic order in Nicaragua and Grenada 
and. professed their solidarity with the fighting 
people of El Salvador. They condemn the US 
policy of interference and military threat vis- 
a-vis the states of Latin America. 

They resolutely oppose the continuing im- 
perialist policy of boycott and aggression 
against the Republic of Cuba. They support 
all efforts aimed at strengthening peace and 
security in Latin America and the living to- 
gether of states on the basis of peaceful 
coexistence. 

Erich Honecker and José Eduardo dos Santos 
manifested their will to work for the full 
implementation of the principles embodied in 
the Charter of the United Nations in relations 
between states. 

They stand up for respecting the status of non- 
alignment of African, Asian and Latin Ameri- 
can states and oppose all attempts at forcing 
upon the states of these regions forms of 
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hegemony, drawing them into “spheres of in- 
fluence” or military-political blocs. 

The two sides pay tribute to the movement of 
the non-aligned states as a significant factor 
in the struggle for peace, for a just system of 
equal international political and economic re- 
lations. They voice high appreciation of Cuba’s 
role as chairman of the movement. 

The German Democratic Republic and the 
People’s Republic of Angola are determined to 
do all in their power to help achieve the 
elimination of all forms of neo-colonialist ex- 
ploitation and discrimination, and the esta- 
blishment of a new international economic 
order based on justice and equal rights. They 
condemn any use or threat of force in the 
struggle for raw materials and energy re- 
sources as well as the misuse of international 
economic relations as a means of political 
blackmail. 


V 

Erich Honecker and José Eduardo dos Santos 
voiced their deep satisfaction at the course 
and the results of their talks. They affirmed 
their determination to purposefully continue 
and increase meetings and contacts at all levels 
with a view to deepening the two countries’ 
long-standing close friendship and trustful co- 
operation. 

José Eduardo dos Santos thanked Erich Ho- 
necker for the cordial and fraternal reception 
and for the hospitality accorded. He invited 
the General Secretary of the Central Com- 
mittee of the Socialist Unity Party of Ger- 
many and Chairman of the State Council of 
the German Democratic Republic to the Peo- 
ple’s Republic of Angola. The invitation was 
accepted with thanks. 

Berlin, 14 October 1981. 


Foreign Affairs Bulletin No. 28, 26 October 1980 


Speech delivered by GDR representative Willi Schlegel to the 
Third Committee of the XXXVI session of the UN General Assembly, 
regarding the introduction of the draft resolution on the Status of the 
International Convention on the Suppression and Punishment 


of the Crime of Apartheid 


14 October 1981 


My delegation regards it as a great honour, 
on behalf of the co-sponsors Angola, Barbados, 
Benin, Bulgaria, Congo, Cuba, Democratic 
Yemen, Egypt, Ethiopia, Ghana, Guyana, Hun- 
gary, India, Iraq, People’s Republic of Laos, 
Madagascar, Mongolia, Nigeria, Rwanda, Sy- 
ria, Uganda, Ukrainian SSR, Tanzania, Viet- 
nam, Yugoslavia and GDR, to introduce draft 
resolution L.9. During the more than five 
years of its existence, the International Con- 
vention on the Suppression and Punishment of 
the Crime of Apartheid has proved to be an 
important instrument of international law for 
the elimination of apartheid and the eradica- 
tion of all forms of racist and colonial op- 
pression. It has given fresh impetus to the 
struggle for the elimination of the inhuman 
apartheid regime. 

The general purpose of the draft resolution is 
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to make this important legal instrument in the 
struggle against apartheid still more effective. 
This, doubtlessly, fully corresponds to the 
aims of the Decade of Action to Combat 
Racism and Racial Discrimination. 

In defiance of powerful international action it 
has so far not been possible to get rid of the 
disgraceful apartheid system. Numerous United 
Nations resolutions testify to the fact that. ra- 
cists in southern Africa have been able to con- 
tinue their policy of massive violation of the 
most fundamental human rights, of occupa- 
tion and aggression, which is contrary to inter- 
national law, only due to the continued sup- 
port rendered by certain states. Consequently, 
Paragraph 8 of the preamble to the present 
draft resolution condemns any collaboration 
with South Africa. 

Paragraph 7 of the preamble stresses the need 


for tightening the existing arms embargo and 
for imposing extensive sanctions in accordance 
with Chapter VII of the United Nations Char- 
ter. In this connection reference is made to 
the important results achieved at the Inter- 
national Conference on Sanctions against South 
Africa. 

Mass media play a decisive part in the struggle 
for the elimination of the apartheid regime. 
By spreading information on the crimes com- 
mitted by apartheid fanatics they are able to 
contribute essentially to the further mobiliza- 
tion of the world public against the racist 
regime in southern Africa. In the course of 
the debate on questions of racism numerous 
delegations have referred to this fact. Para- 
graph 10 of the preamble underlines the 
necessity of broader information on the 
crimes that have been committed by the 
apartheid regime. In this connection it re- 
fers to the recommendations made by the 
Seminar on the Activities and Role of Mass 
Media in the International Mobilization against 
Apartheid. 

Within the preparations for the second World 
Conference on the Elimination of Racism and 
Racial Discrimination particular attention 
should be paid to the questions of the struggle 
against apartheid. This demand is being un- 
derlined in operative Paragraph 12. 


The adoption of legislative, juridical and ad- 
ministrative measures for the prosecution of 
the crime of apartheid by national judicial 
organs, as demanded by the Convention, is a 
suitable means to support the world-wide 
struggle for the eradication of apartheid 
and racism. The draft resolution, in operative 
Paragraph 5, once again calls upon all states 
parties to adopt such measures. 

Apartheid is one of the most disgusting mani- 
festations of racism. It is a negation of the 
peaceful and equality-based living together of 
peoples. Apartheid produces dangers to peace 
and security. The elimination of that stronghold 
of racism, colonialism and apartheid in sou- 
thern Africa is an imperative challenge of our 
time. 

On behalf of the co-sponsors of the draft re- 
solution before us, my delegation again calls 
upon all states which have not yet done so, 
to ratify the Convention or to accede to it 
without delay. In addition, we would like to 
express the hope of all co-sponsors that the 
draft resolution will meet with wide approval. 


Archives of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
of the GDR 


Speech delivered by GDR representative Dr Hans-Georg Schleicher 
to the Fourth Committee of the XXXVI session of the UN General 
Assembly, concerning the UN Declaration on the Granting of 
Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples 


21 October 1981 


We note with satisfaction that the demand 
contained in resolution 35/20 of the XXXV 
session of the UN General Assembly, to turn 
Belize into an independent state before the 
end of the XXXVI session of the General As- 
sembly, has been met, and Belize has become 
a member of the United Nations. The ad- 
mission of Vanuatu to the United Nations has 
also brought to an end for this country a pro- 
cess for which our Committee has worked over 
many years, namely the implementation of the 
right to self-determination of the people of 
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the New Hebrides, today’s Vanuatu. We wel- 
come especially the participation of these two 
UN member states in the Fourth Committee. 
In connection with the 20th anniversary of 
the Declaration on the Granting of In- 
dependence to Colonial Countries and Peo- 
ples, the XXXV session of the UN General 
Assembly has adopted a Plan of Action which, 
proceeding in affirmation of the stipulations 
of the Declaration, charts out the rules of 
conduct of states for the completion of the 
process of decolonialization. 
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Resolution 35/118 by which this Plan of Ac- 
tion was adopted states quite clearly that all 
peoples have the right to self-determination 
and independence and that the subjugation of 
peoples under foreign rule means to deny them 
fundamental human rights and represents a 
serious obstacle to the safeguarding of peace 
and security in the world and to the shaping 
of peaceful relations between nations. 

This statement assumes special importance 
in the light of the sharpening of international 
tensions caused by the imperialist policy of 
arms build-up, threat and interference. The 
recent development in southern Africa, the 
continuing policy of repression and occupa- 
tion pursued by the apartheid regime in South 
Africa and Namibia, and the escalation of its 
aggression against independent African states 
are but one example. 

Intensified efforts are necessary to implement 
the inalienable right to self-determination and 
independence of all peoples still subjected to 
colonial and racist oppression. There are still 
colonial powers seeking to uphold their rule 
over dependent territories in the Pacific, At- 
lantic and Indian Oceans. Not only does this 
flout the aims and principles of the UN, it 
also runs counter to the provisions laid down 
in the Declaration on the Granting of Inde- 
pendence to Colonial Countries and Peoples 
and is, at the same time, a major source of 
tensions and conflicts. In this context we 
welcome the initiative of the Decolonialization 
Committee in proposing the inclusion of Puerto 
Rico as a special point on the agenda of the 
XXXVII session of the UN General Assembly. 
Particular cause for concern is occasioned by 
the continuing military activities undertaken 
by the imperialist colonial powers in the ter- 
ritories and trust territories held by them, and 
their plan to abuse these territories for their 
own global strategic interests. In no way do 
military bases maintained in colonial terri- 
tories benefit the consolidation of peace 
and international security. These bases are 
part of the aggressive system of strategic 
bases designed to encircle and threaten other 
states militarily, to pressurize non-aligned 
states and to oppress national liberation 
movements. 

Of particular importance is the abuse of de- 
pendent territories for military purposes in 
association with the imperialist policy of open 
military threat and interference in the inter- 
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nal affairs of independent states, in particular 
those stepping along the path of progress. One 
highly topical example is the Ocean Venture 81 
military exercise held in the Caribbean in the 
direct vicinity of the US military bases on the 
Turks and Caicos Islands and the United 
States Virgin Islands, which the Foreign 
Minister of Nicaragua in a letter to the Pre- 
sident of the Security Council (Doc. $/14710) 
characterized as follows: 

”... the air, naval and land manoeuvres men- 
tioned earlier, in addition to being a disruptive 
factor undermining all the efforts directed to- 
wards ensuring peace in the Central American 
isthmus, represent a special threat to the Ni- 
caraguan people...”. 

The military activities undertaken by the 
colonial powers in the territories under their 
administration represent one of the main ob- 
stacles to bringing about genuine and com- 
plete independence for the still oppressed peo- 
ples. The military bases on Guam, Puerto Rico, 
Micronesia, Diego Garcia, Bermuda, the Turks 
and Caicos Islands as well as other territories 
are directly hampering the implementation of 
these peoples’ inalienable rights. The an- 
nounced replacement of the Polaris submarines 
stationed on Guam by modern Trident vessels 
with a range of 6,400 kilometres penetrating 
far into the Indian Ocean (Doc. A/AC. 109/651) 
cannot by any manner of means be said to 
serve the interests of the islanders. It is com- 
mon knowledge that the United Nations have 
for several years called upon the colonial 
powers to terminate their military activities 
in the territories under their administration, to 
dismantle immediately and unconditionally, 
military bases and installations and not to es- 
tablish new ones. However, the documents of 
the UN Decolonialization Committee show that 
the colonial powers are ignoring these de- 
mands and are even intensifying military 
activities. A report published in the New York 
Times of 12 October 1981 recalls the times of 
past imperialist colonial conquests when so- 
called “treaties” covering the right to esta- 
blish military bases were forced on a long- 
term basis upon the peoples of the subjugated 
territories. It appears very strange that in the 
year 1981, when the liquidation of the last 
remnants of colonialism is on the agenda, one 
can suddenly read this: ‘“An agreement with 
leaders of the Palau Islands, initiated on 
Nov. 17, 1980, gives the United States ex- 


clusive military rights in that chain for 100 
years. Military accords are still under ne- 
gotiation with the Marshall Islands and the 
Federated States of Micronesia...”. 

The military misuse of these territories on an 
ever larger scale gives rise to great alarm 
especially in the light of the dangerous policy 
pursued by certain imperialist states who claim 
large regions, of the world to be their spheres 
of interest. We can see a direct connection be- 
tween these ambitions and such measures as 
the employment of what is called rapid de- 
ployment forces, large-scale military exercises 
in the most diverse regions of the world as 
well as military provocations against sovereign 
states. The obstruction of efforts to turn the 
Indian Ocean into a zone of peace and to con- 
vene, as soon as possible, a conference on 
the subject, must be seen in the same light. 
We cannot accept the assertion that the military 
presence of colonial powers in the territories 
under their administration can even allegedly 
have positive effects. Representatives of several 
non-aligned states on this Committee have al- 
ready drawn attention to the fact that military 
bases run counter to the interests of the peo- 
ples living in these territories and pose a 
serious threat both to themselves and to other 
peoples. 

Representatives of the peoples living in ter- 
ritories misused as military bases have re- 
peatedly told UN representatives that they re- 
gard these bases as a danger to the security 
of their territories, as for example the spokes- 
man for the People’s Democratic Movement 
(PDM) of the Turks and Caicos Islands (Doc. 
A/AC. 109/659). 

History proves that in no case have such 
military bases accelerated the establishment of 
independence. On the contrary, the peoples of 
territories where such bases exist are facing 
tremendous difficulties when it comes to the 
assertion of their rights. This is evidenced by 
the fate of the trust territory Micronesia and 
its people, which has been fighting a long 
struggle for genuine independence and self- 
determination. Micronesia is up against a dis- 


astrous economic and social situation because 
the trustee power regards its _ political, 
economic and social development only from 
the angle of its own strategic interests. 
This fact is exemplified by the bases and 
military installations maintained by the USA 
in Palau, Kwajalein, Tinian, Enewetok ahd 
other islands. It is exemplified by the splitting- 
up of the territory on the basis of imposed 
treaties and the de facto annexation of parts 
of the trust territory. These activities reveal 
the ambitions cherished by the USA to ex- 
pand control over the vast West Pacific region 
and to consolidate its military and strategic 
positions in this part of the world. This kind 
of policy is in no way compatible with the UN 
Charter and the trusteeship agreement obliging 
the USA to promote peace and international 
security as well as to grant the trust territory 
as a uniform entity self-determination and in- 
dependence. It represents a danger to the peo- 
ple of Micronesia and the neighbouring peo- 
ples of Asia, the Pacific and Oceania. 

The German Democratic Republic resolutely 
opposes practices subordinating the peoples’ 
vital interests to military strategic considera- 
tions and seeking to deny them their rights 
by demonstrations of military strength and 
military pressure. It has to remain the task 
of the UN to condemn the military activities 
undertaken by the colonial powers in the ter- 
ritories under their administration, as a serious 
obstacle to the attainment of freedom and self- 
determination for these peoples. The GDR fully 
backs the consensus (A/AC. 109/674) adopted 
by the UN Decolonialization Committee in 
which it “once again calls upon the colonial 
Powers concerned to terminate such activities 
and eliminate such military bases in compliance 
with the relevant resolutions of the General 
Assembly and in particular with Paragraph 9 
of the Plan of Action contained in resolu- 
tion 35/118 of 11 December 1980”. 


Archives of the Ministry of Foreign Attairs 
of the GDR 
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Fifth Periodic Report of the GDR concerning Measures taken under 
the Programme for the Decade of Action to Combat Racism and 


Racial Discrimination 


Ref. Note of the UN Secretary-General UN G/SO 237/41 (3) 


7 December 1981 


In earlier periodic reports on measures taken 
under the UN Decade of Action to Combat 
Racism and Racial Discrimination the German 
Democratic Republic had already given detail- 
ed and probative information on the definite 
elimination on its territory of racism, racial 
discrimination, racial hatred and chauvinism 
with all their roots. A basic element of the 
GDR’s socialist foreign policy is the call for 
the eradication of all remnants of colonialism, 
racism and apartheid, which is conducive to 
a more stable peace throughout the world. 
On that account, the German Democratic Re- 
public renders political, moral and material 
support to the struggle of all oppressed peo- 
ples for their national and social liberation, 
self-determination and independence. 

The German Democratic Republic unreservedly 
observes the resolutions and decisions against 
colonialism, racism and apartheid adopted by 
the Security Council and the General Assem- 
bly. It urges the immediate discontinuation of 
South Africa’s occupation of Namibia, the eli- 
mination of all forms of colonial oppression 


and exploitation, and the eradication of apart- 
heid. 


1. Legislative Measures 

(Points 1 to 4, 6, 8 and 9 of the questionnaire) 
All citizens of the German Democratic Re- 
public are guaranteed the same fundamental 
human rights by the country’s Constitution. 
Article 19 reads as follows: ‘Free from exploi- 
tation, oppression and economic dependence, 
every citizen has equal rights and manifold 
opportunities to develop his abilities to the 
full extent ...’’, and Article 20 underlines that 
“every citizen of the German Democratic Re- 
public has the same rights and duties, ir- 
respective of nationality, race, philosophy or 
religious confession, social origin or position”. 
Articles 21 to 40 of the Constitution describe 
the basic political, economic and social rights 
of citizens. 

The Constitution also lays down the governing 
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principles of the German Democratic Repu- 
blic’s foreign policy. Article6 states: ‘The 
German Democratic Republic, faithful to the 
interests of the people and its international ob- 
ligations, has eradicated German militarism 
and nazism on its territory, and pursues a 
foreign policy serving socialism and peace, 
international friendship and security”, and pa- 
ragraph 3 of that Article adds that the GDR 
“supports the states and peoples fighting 
against imperialism and its colonial regime, for 
national freedom and independence in their 
struggle for social progress”. 

Under Articles 91 and 92 of the GDR Penal 
Code, crimes against humanity and fascist pro- 
paganda, national and racial incitement are 
made liable to heavy penalties. Articles 106 
and 220 make punishable the glorification of 
fascism and militarism. Article 91 reads: “A 
person who undertakes to persecute, expel, 
and wholly or partially destroy national, ethnic, 
racial or religious groups or to commit other 
inhuman acts against such groups is liable to 
imprisonment of not less than five years.” 


2. Participation in International and Regional 
Activities in Line with the Goals of the Pro- 
gramme of the Decade 

(Point 7 of the questionnaire) 

As previously, representatives of the Ger- 
man Democratic Republic have participated in 
the period under review in important inter- 
national conferences, seminars and similar ac- 
tivities devoted to the struggle against racism 
and racial discrimination. They actively con- 
tributed to the deliberations of the Inter- 
national Conference on Sanctions against South 
Africa held in Paris in May 1981, and of the 
Special Emergency Session of the United Na- 
tions General Assembly on Namibia held in 
September of the same year. The GDR whole- 
heartedly supports the documents adopted at 
these fora. As a non-permanent member of the 
United Nations Security Council from 1980 
to 1981, the GDR worked consistently for de- 


cisions aimed at eliminating the criminal re- 
gime of apartheid and implementing in- 
dependence for Namibia. 

As a member of the United Nations Special 
Committee against Apartheid, the German De- 
mocratic Republic has been active to condemn 
the extensive collaboration of imperialist states 
with the South African racist regime and to 
expose its background. The International 
Seminar on Publicity and Role of Mass Media 
in the International Mobilization against 
Apartheid, which was held in the GDR’s 
capital, Berlin, in September 1981, called for 
increased efforts of governments, non-govern- 
mental organizations and mass media to in- 
form world public opinion of the crime com- 
mitted by the regime in Pretoria, and urged 
the elimination. of apartheid. 

Delegations of the Confederation of Free Ger- 
man Trade Unions participated in interna- 
tional trade union meetings devoted to soli- 
darity with the working people in southern 
Africa and in sessions of the International 
Labour Organization which dealt with the 
struggle against apartheid. Delegates from the 
GDR Democratic Women’s League contributed 
to the successful work of the Helsinki inter- 
national seminar ‘‘Women and Racism”, the 
Congress of the Pan-African Women’s Organi- 
zation and others. 

The committed participation of social organi- 
zations in the GDR in preparations for the 
work of international conferences and meet- 
ings is proof of the fact that the struggle 
against racism and racial discrimination is a 
concern of all sectors of the public. The great 
number of manifestations of solidarity with 
and the material and moral support for the ra- 
cially oppressed peoples and their liberation 
movements clearly reflect this committment. 


3. Affiliation to the International Convention 
on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Dis- 
crimination and to the International Conven- 
tion on the Suppression and Punishment of the 
Crime of Apartheid 

(Points 10 to 12 of the questionnaire) 

As a party both to the International Conven- 
tion on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial 
Discrimination and the International Conven- 
tion on the Suppression and Punishment of the 
Crime of Apartheid, the German Democratic 
Republic strictly adheres to the purposes and 
principles of the mentioned conventions. It 


maintains close working relations with the 
Committee cn the Elimination of Racial Dis- 
crimination and the Ad-hoc Working Group of 
Experts of the Commission on Human Rights. 
In its periodic reports the GDR has given in- 
formation about the implementation of the 
conventions’ provisions in the GDR. 

On repeated occasions, it urged the accession 
of all states to the conventions. Together with 
25 co-sponsors, the GDR again submitted to 
the General Assembly at its thirty-sixth ses- 
sion a draft resolution aiming to effectively 
complement the International Convention on 
the Suppression and Punishment of the Crime 
of Apartheid as an important instrument of 
international law. At the thirty-fifth and 
thirty-sixth session of the United Nations Gen- 
eral Assembly the GDR submitted resolutions 
35/200 and 36/162 on measures to be taken 
against nazism, fascism and _ neo-fascism, 
which urge all states to make liable to punish- 
ment all ideologies based on racial discrimina- 
tion and hatred. 


4, Assistance to Peoples Who are Victims of 
Racial Discrimination 

(Points 13 to 15 of the questionnaire) 

Since the GDR itself emerged from the strug- 
gle of nations against fascism and war, it has 
regarded it as its distinct duty to oppose any 
forms of racism and racial discrimination, giv- 
ing expression to its people’s sentiments of 
international solidarity. 

Over the last five years, more than 200 million 
marks have annually been donated in fund 
raising campaigns for international solidarity. 
Primarily, these means were used on relief 
actions to aid the victims of South Africa’s 
policy of aggression in Angola and Mozam- 
bique. Solidarity shipments also went to 
SWAPO refugee camps in southern Angola and 
the ANC training centre in Morogoro, Tanza- 
nia. 

More than 800 young people from Africa, 
Asia and the Middle East received scholar- 
ships from the GDR Solidarity Committee to 
study at universities, technical colleges and 
vocational training centres. 1,300 wounded or 
sick fighters of liberation movements were 
given medical treatment in the GDR. On the 
occasion of the seventieth anniversary of the 
ANC, Anthony Le Clerk Mongalo, Chief Re- 
presentative of the ANC in the GDR, explicitly 
commended the strong solidarity of the people 
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of the GDR with the ANC and the South Afri- 
can people. 


5. Measures to Mobilize National Public Opin- 
ion against Racism, Racial Discrimination and 
Apartheid 

(Points 5 and 16 of the questionnaire) 

The mass media in the GDR have continuously 
carried on their wide-ranging activities aimed 
at mobilizing public opinion in the country 
against racism, racial discrimination and 
apartheid, about which information was given 
in the first four reports. 

Almost daily, news items, correspondences, in- 
terviews, commentaries, reports and other 
coverages have been devoted to the struggle 
against those inhuman practices, and detailed 
information has been given to the public on 
the deliberation of these issues in the frame- 
work of the United Nations, particularly at the 
sessions of the General Assembly. On the oc- 
casion of the seventieth anniversary of the 
ANC in early 1982, the GDR mass media re- 
ported extensively on its history and current 
activities. 

The GDR’s press, radio and television services 
were highly responsive to the International 
Seminar on Publicity and Role of Mass Media 
in the International Mobilization against 
Apartheid, which was mentioned above under 
paragraph 2. It has been an important con- 
cern of the mass media to keep the people 
informed of the crimes and atrocities com- 
mitted by the racist regime of apartheid. 
Contributions of GDR scientists at scientific 
conferences and symposia as well as a host 
of publications on the struggle against racism 
and racial discrimination have helped expose 
the various aspects of the inhuman and peace- 
threatening policies of racism and racial dis- 
crimination, in particular of apartheid, and of 
the collaboration of imperialist states and 
transnational corporations with the racist re- 
gime. A scientific colloquium was held in Leip- 
zig to mark the ANC’s seventieth anniversary. 
The GDR Committee on Human Rights and the 
GDR Lawyers Association jointly sponsored 
a colloquium on the international prohibition 
of war propaganda, nazism and racism. In late 
1981, a symposium was held in Berlin to dis- 
cuss the struggle against imperialism and rac- 
ism, and for national liberation and social pro- 
gress in southern Africa. Valuable contribu- 
tions have been publications such as Profes- 
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sor Graefrath’s “Internationally Illegal Colla- 
boration with the regime of Apartheid” or Dr 
Heintze’s “Fifteenth Anniversary of the United 
Nations Convention against Racial Discrimina- 
tion”. 

A consistent analysis of the essence and mani- 
festations of racism, racial discrimination and 
apartheid, and active solidarity with the peo- 
ples subjugated to.such inhuman conditions are 
an integral part of socialist education in the 
German Democratic Republic. 

Teachers and educators in schools and other 
public education facilities can draw detailed in- 
formation and suggestions on that subject from 
pedagogical literature in addition to publica- 
tions in daily newspapers and other com- 
munication media. 

“Deutsche Lehrerzeitung’” and many other 
specialized journals frequently carry articles 
and photographic reports on the practice of 
apartheid and on the struggle of the oppres- 
sed peoples in South Africa, Namibia and other 
regions of the world. Questions related to 
racism are dealt with chiefly in history and 
civic instruction, but also in geography, biology 
and literature lessons. In connection with the 
study of German fascism in school, the nature, 
roots, objectives and manifestations of racism 
are particularly thoroughly explained. Educa- 
tion in this regard is facilitated by a great 
variety of audio-visual means. 


6. Other Measures to Achieve the Objectives 
of the Decade 

(Point 17 of the questionnaire) 

In the last stage of the Decade of Action to 
Combat Racism, Racial Discrimination and 
Apartheid, the GDR will focus attention on the 
following priorities. As a member of the pre- 
paratory committee for the Second World 
Conference to be held in 1983, the GDR will 
work for the conference to adopt effective 
decisions for the final elimination of racism, 
racial discrimination and apartheid. In the 
context of the International Year of Mobiliza- 
tion for Sanctions against South Africa, the 
measures planned to be taken in the GDR are 
particularly to be directed at the complete 
international isolation of the apartheid regime. 
The GDR will welcome and support com- 
prehensive sanctions against South Africa. 


Archives of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
of the GDR 


Message of greeting sent by the General Secretary of the Central 
Committee of the Socialist Unity Party of Germany and Chairman of the 
GDR Council of State, Erich Honecker, to the President of the 

African National Congress of South Africa, Oliver Tambo, to 
commemorate the 70th anniversary of the ANC 


8 January 1982* 


On behalf of the Central Committee of the 
Socialist Unity Party of Germany, the people 
of the German Democratic Republic and in 
my own name, I convey to you and all South 
African patriots fraternal greetings and cordial 
congratulations on the occasion of the 70th 
anniversary of the ANC’s founding. 

The ANC is one of the continent’s most long- 
standing and most experiendced liberation mo- 
vements, from whose ranks have emerged many 
outstanding and unflinching fighters for free- 
dom and progress. The name of Nelson Man- 
dela has become a world-wide symbol of the 
just struggle waged by the oppressed people 
of South Africa. 

The ANC has won the South African people’s 


respect, recognition and confidence and at- 
tained historic merit for having greatly con- 
tributed in the battle to achieve national in- 
dependence for many African peoples. 

True to their internationalist policy, the Social- 
ist Unity Party of Germany, the government 
and the people of the German Democratic Re- 
public will always stand at the side of South 
Africa’s patriotic forces led by the ANC, and 
support them in their heroic and entirely 
legitimate fight. Please accept our best wishes 
for continued great succes. 


Archives of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
of the GDR 


Speech delivered by Ambassador Peter Florin, Deputy Minister 
of Foreign Affairs and Permanent Representative of the GDR at the 
United Nations, to the United Nations Anti-Apartheid Committee 


11 January 1982 


I would like to ask the representative of the 
African National Congress to convey the best 
wishes of the delegation of the German De- 
mocratic Republic to Mr Oliver Tambo, Pre- 
sident of the African National Congress of 
South Africa on the occasion of the 70th 
anniversary of the ANC. The German De- 
mocratic Republic fraternally stands at the 
side of the brave fighters of the African Na- 
tional Congress of South Africa in firm and 
indestructible solidarity. Today our greetings 
go out to all ANC members who, despite terror 
and persecution, imprisonment and the banning 
of their organization, are resolutely fighting 
for human dignity, freedom and social pro- 
gress for the people of South Africa, for whom 


Nelson Mandela and his indefatigable will 
have become a symbol. It is to them we send 
our greetings and heartfelt support on this 
day. 

We have met today in honour of the 70th an- 
niversary of the ANC to initiative the Inter- 
national Year of Mobilization for Sanctions 
against South Africa proclaimed by the XXXVI 
session of the UN General Assembly. 

There is indeed a close relationship between 
these two historic events. They both mark the 
determination of the people of South Africa 
and their liberation movement to continue 
their struggle with all means until the criminal 
apartheid regime is swept away once and for 
all. At the same time, they usher. in a new 
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stage of international solidarity with the op- 
pressed people of South Africa in their just 
struggle and in the outlawing of the hated re- 
gime and its imperialist accomplices. If any 
further proof is needed of the new dimension 
assumed by the world-wide condemnation of 
the racist regime, it is the resolutions on the 
apartheid policy of the South African govern- 
ment supported by the overwhelming majority 
of states at the XXXVI session of the UN 
General Assembly. The results of the vote also 
give a clear indication of who is disregarding 
the desire for freedom of the South African 
people and who believes he can oppose the 
will of the nations. 

The resolutions state clearly that the fascist 
apartheid regime in South Africa and its policy 
of aggression and terror would have long been 
past history had it not been for the encourage- 
ment of South Africas’s main trading partners 
who have also protected it against effective 
international sanctions. Thus campaigning for 
sanctions against South Africa means in the 
first instance to demand the termination of all 
collaboration with South Africa by the imperi- 
alist states. In the face of the huge military po- 
tential of the racists and their striving for a 
nuclear capability which threatens the whole 
African continent, the imposition of compre- 


hensive sanctions in accordance with Chapter 
VII of the UN Charter is imperative at the 
moment. 

It is thanks to the Anti-Apartheid Committee 
and the Centre Against Apartheid, the activities 
of which have been highly praised by the ses- 
sion of the UN General Assembly, that this 
General Assembly and the resolutions adopted 
by it have rendered an important contribution 
to the mobilization of the international public 
to impose sanctions on South Africa’s apartheid 
regime. The main priority now is their com- 
prehensive implementation. I can assure you 
that the German Democratic Republic, the 
socialist German state, is deeply committed to 
this task and will continue to do all in its 
power to fulfil our joint humanist task and 
contribute to the eradication of apartheid, ra- 
cism and colonialism. 

Finally I would like to thank you, Mr Pre- 
sident, as well as all members of the Com- 
mittee with whom we are linked by our joint 
responsibility for the nations fighting apart- 
heid, for the excellent cooperation. We wish 
you the best of success for all your future 
activities. 


Archives of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs - 
of the GDR 


From the joint communiqué issued by the German Democratic Republic 
and the Palestine Liberation Organization on the occasion of the official 
friendship visit paid to the GDR by a delegation of the Palestine 
Liberation Organization headed by the Chairman of the Executive 
Committee of the Palestine Liberation Organization and Commander- 
in-Chief of the Armed Forces of the Palestinian Revolution, Yassir Arafat 


10 March 1982 


ITI 


The German Democratic Republic and the 
Palestine Liberation Organization proclaim 
their unqualified solidarity with the peoples 
and states in southern Africa in the struggle 
for the maintenance of their national sover- 
eignty and territorial integrity and for the 
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liberation of the African peoples still oppress- 
ed. They emphatically condemn the policy 
of racial discrimination and apartheid being 
pursued by the racist regime in Pretoria and 
its acts of aggression against Angola and other 
states in southern Africa. They support the 
struggle waged by the peoples of Namibia and 
South Africa for liberation and independence 
under the leadership of their legitimate re- 
presentatives, the South West Africa People’s 


Organization (SWAPO) and the African Na- 
tional Congress (ANC). Both sides spoke in 
favour of the implementation of the decisions 
taken by the United Nations Organization for 
granting independence to Namibia. 

Erich Honecker and Yassir Arafat expressed 
their solidarity with the struggle of the peo- 
ples of Latin America and the Caribbean for 
the strengthening of their national in- 
dependence and for social progress. 

Erich Honecker praised the movement of non- 
aligned states as a significant factor in the 
struggle of the peoples for peace, international 


security, for ending the arms race, against im- 
perialism, colonialism, neo-colonialism and 
racism. He underlined the firm solidarity of 
the German Democratic Republic with these 
aims of the movement which are of importance 
to all mankind and expressed the hope that 
the forthcoming summit will help the move- 
ment to continue to play a positive part in in- 
ternational politics while maintaining its prin- 
ciples. 


Neues Deutschland, 11 March 1982 


Speech delivered by Kurt Seibt, Chairman of the Central Auditing 
Commission of the Socialist Unity Party of Germany and President of the 
Solidarity Committee of the GDR, at an extended session of the Presidium 
of the GDR Solidarity Committee in Berlin 


6 April 1982 


When reviewing today our solidarity work 
during the year 1981 and discussing the prio- 
rities of our future work, we are fully aware 
of the close connection between anti-imperial- 
ist solidarity and the struggle for the mainten- 
ance and safeguarding of peace. Anti-imperial- 
ist and internationalist solidarity gives us new 
strength in this struggle and helps guarantee 
what the decade of détente during the 1970s 
has brought the peoples in terms of security 
and peaceful work. 

The peace movement, which is growing on a 
world scale, testifies to the fact that solidarity 
is a formidable power in the front against the 
most aggressive circles of imperialism, headed 
by the Reagan administration, who by their 
arms drive and confrontation course want to 
replace the results of détente and peaceful 
cooperation by a new period of Cold War. 

The far-reaching decision of the USSR to uni- 
laterally reduce its means of defence which 
was recently announced to the world by the 
CPSU General Secretary and Chairman of the 
Presidium of the Supreme Soviet of the USSR, 
Comrade Leonid Ilyich Brezhnev, is not only 
directed against the obstructive tactics to which 
the US administration is clinging in disarma- 
ment talks, it also strengthens and inspires the 
peace movement throughout the world. The 


powerful actions for peace have attained such 
a scale that even NATO is alarmed, as its 
General Secretary Luns recently admitted. 

It is becoming increasingly apparent that not 
since the end of the Second World War has 
world peace been more gravely endangered 
than it is now. “It would be suicidal not to see 
this,” warned Erich Honecker at the 3rd ses- 
sion of the Central Committee of the Socialist 
Unity Party of Germany. 

By means of an increasingly dangerous policy 
of confrontation, pursuing an unprecedented 
arms build-up and brutally threatening man- 
kind with a nuclear war, the most aggressive im- 
perialist circles, led by the US administration, 
are seeking to retard the ever more obvious 
downfall of capitalism and to find an escape 
from the deep crisis which for years now 
has been besetting all capitalist countries. They 
are striving for world domination and are 
trying to subordinate once again to their ex- 
ploitative interests the peoples building social- 
ism and those who have liberated themselves 
from colonial oppression. Therefore, interna- 
tionalist solidarity is vital for the cause of the 
peoples, freedom and peace. 

Imperialist rapacity and greed for profits pro- 
vide the explanation for why the powers-that- 
be in the USA claim whole regions of the 
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globe as their “vital spheres of interest’, why 
they are setting up a huge system of nuclear 
bases thousands of miles from their own 
country, directed against the socialist world, in 
particular the Soviet Union, why they are 
establishing rapid deployment forces and spar- 
ing nothing to back the most reactionary and 
bloody regimes so as to force the peoples to 
their knees or continue to hold them under 
their sway. 

Everyone knows the flashpoints created by 
this adventurous course—El Salvador, Nicara- 
gua, the Near and Middle East, southern Af- 
rica, South Korea and many more. However, 
let us remember Vietnam. Half a million 
soldiers were unleashed on the country but 
were still routed in the end. Of immeasurable 
assistance in this was the international solidar- 
ity extended to the heroic Vietnamese people, 
to which our people too made a noteworthy 
contribution. 

The fraternally allied countries of the socialist 
community are making further headway 
despite imperialist confrontation policies and 
all obstacles. There is no way of halting the 
struggle of the peoples for liberation and the 
advances of the nationally liberated states, no 
way to contain the powerful development of 
the world-wide peace movement. The struggle 
of the peoples for peace, freedom and inde- 
pendence, for the social and economic reshap- 
ing of the world is constantly gaining momen- 
tum, even in the USA itself. More than 170 
senators and members of the US House of 
Representatives have advocated bilateral 
agreements between the USA and the Soviet 
Union, and the freezing and subsequent re- 
duction of nuclear arsenals. If the peace-lov- 
ing peoples of the world unite their strength 
in solidarity—and that, after all, is what mat- 
ters—peace will triumph over war. 

In the pursuit of their own aims, the most 
aggressive imperialist circles are trying to 
divert the course of history by all means of 
pressure and intimidation, by threat and open 
interference in the internal affairs of pro- 
gressive states. In an attempt to wrest itself 
from the crisis, the US administration is wag- 
ing a clear economic war against its own allies 
chiefly through high interest rates and pro- 
tectionism. The heads of government of West 
European countries like the FRG and France 
have felt themselves compelled to intercede 
with Reagan, but all to no avail. Instead, the 


524 


US administration is exerting pressure on them 
against their own economic interests, to join an 
embargo policy aimed especially against the 
Soviet Union and Poland as well as the other 
socialist nations, including ourselves and 
against all progressive states and movements. 
That the FRG and other West European states 
are sticking to the gas pipeline deal with the 
Soviet Union is just one example showing how 
difficult that is and how marked the clash of 
opposing capitalist interests is here. 

But the effects of the capitalist crisis in the 
shape of price increases for raw materials, 
high interest rate policies and the rigorous 
refusal of credits by West European banks as 
one form of embargo policy, are effecting our 
country too. It is not only oil and grain that 
swallow up more and more foreign exchange. 
This policy is part and parcel of the anti- 
socialist strategy of imperialism. We are doing 
everything necessary to combat this sanction 
policy. The might and flexibility of our social- 
ist way of economic management, the patri- 
otic spirit and energy of our working people 
will enable us, despite a number of drastic but 
necessary economic measures and thorough- 
going adjustments, to continue our course of 
dynamic economic growth and pave the way 
towards top. scientific and _ technological 
standards so as to ensure the well-being of 
the people. This has been manifested by the 
high level of this year’s Leipzig Spring Fair. 
The aggressive policy pursued by the reaction- 
ary circles of imperialism has had disastrous 
consequences for the developing countries and 
is preserving their backwardness. The bitter 
poverty suffered by three quarters of the 
world’s population is becoming even more 
desperate. While the Reagan administration has 
drastically cut the funds for so-called develop- 
ment aid, 600 multinational corporations draw 
an annual 100,000 million dollars of profit 
from the newly liberated states. This amounts 
to more than all the western governments’ 
much-vaunted assistance”, plus private capital 
investments totalled together. 

This being the case, the campaign for peace 
and against the US war policy is also a major 
concern of the developing countries. Their 
progress can only be achieved and safeguarded 
through peace. Halting the arms drive would 
release huge sums which could be devoted to 
eliminating the backwardness and poverty 
left behind by colonial exploitation. This shows 


the close connection between the struggle for 
peace and anti-imperialist solidarity. For the 
sake of peace and progress we, the German 
Democratic Republic, will strengthen the anti- 
imperialist solidarity movement. 

Another aspect of the imperialist policy of 
aggression is the instigation of counter-revolu- 
tion in Poland and Afghanistan and constant 
attempts to interfere in the internal affairs of 
other nations. But in these cases too, solidarity 
is foiling these imperialist designs. 

The visit paid by a Polish party and state 
delegation, led by General Jaruzelski, to the 
USSR, the German Democratic Republic and 
other socialist states demonstrated the clear 
commitment to an internationalist position on 
the part of our peoples who together are un- 
flinchingly withstanding every imperialist 
provocation and furthering the cause of peace 
and socialism. 

The aggressive circles of imperialism and their 
puppets have been taught a clear lesson that 
People’s Poland was, is and will remain 
socialist, and a firm link of the socialist com- 
munity. There is a growing understanding of 
what General Jaruzelski meant when he de- 
clared that in effect martial law in the Peo- 
ple’s Republic of Poland is directed against 
war, for it is a reliable defence against plans 
to change the map of Europe to suit the im- 
perialists and to extract Poland from the social- 
ist camp, thus driving a wedge into the fra- 
ternal socialist alliance. We share the approval 
of the Polish patriots at this decisive step. 
Imperialism will never succeed in reversing 
the tremendous social achievements wrought 
by the Polish working people under the leader- 
ship of their revolutionary party in the 35 
years since their country was so devastated 
by Nazism. The Polish people has many friends 
upon which it can firmly rely. We are among 
them. In the spirit of proletarian international- 
ism we support the fraternal nation by word 
and deed and are helping to ensure the further 
strengthening of socialism in Poland, thus 
thwarting the plans hatched by the enemies 
of peace and the peoples. 

It has already been mentioned that there is 
hardly a place anywhere in the world that 
has not been claimed by the ultra-reactionary 
US administration as its sphere of interest. As 
a cover for these rapacious aspirations they 
fabricate the menace of a communist danger, 
invent a Soviet threat and whip up an anti- 


Soviet hysteria. Even bourgeois-democratic 
activities are slandered as communist. 

But no propaganda tricks, lies and slander 
poured out by the imperialist mass media can 
hide the reality. The Soviet Union has given, 
and is continuing to give, support without 
strings to all peoples in need of solidarity. This 
is deeply ingrained in the memories of the 
peoples and no smear campaign—however 
base—can eradicate it. Time and again at inter- 
national meetings we can experience that the 
Soviet Union is held in high esteem among the 
peoples and that this applies to us and the 
other socialist countries, including Cuba, as 
well. The banner of peace and anti-imperial- 
ist solidarity unites all progressive peoples 
and movements. 

In the Near and Middle East it is becoming 
increasingly apparent that it is the ambition 
of the aggressive circles of imperialism, par- 
ticularly the Reagan administration, to ensure 
by direct military presence, its influence in 
this strategically important region, using as 
a pretext an alleged Soviet threat. A con- 
stant stream of US emissaries are travelling 
to this region to incite Arab heads of state 
against the Front for Steadfastness, a resolute 
advocate of an anti-imperialist policy, and 
especially against Syria and the PLO. This 
is coupled with all-out political and military aid 
for the aggressive state of Israel. 

In September 1981 the USA and Israel con- 
cluded a strategic agreement under which the 
USA is allowed to use Israeli territory for 
military purposes. Further products of this 
partnership include the decision adopted by 
the Israeli parliament to annex the Golan 
Heights, massive preparations for new acts 
of aggression against Lebanon, the organiza- 
tion of bombings and armed attacks in Le- 
banon and Syria, the counter-revolutionary 
machinations of the Moslem Brothers as well 
as the brutal repression against the Arab 
population in the territories occupied by Is- 
rael. 

It is only natural, however, that it is precisely 
Israel’s aggressive and expansionist course 
which, as everybody knows, is masterminded 
by the USA, tends to promote the friendship 
between the Arab peoples and the Soviet Union 
and the socialist camp. The internationalist 
position, the international solidarity and the 
fraternal relations between the Soviet Union 
and the other socialist countries and all peace- 
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loving Arab peoples are proving their superior- 
ity to the hegemonistic ambitions cherished by 
the US administration in that region. 

Here too, the future does not belong to the 
imperialist and Zionist plunderers. During our 
meetings with representatives of the Palesti- 
nian people we have seen for ourselves that, 
just like the Vietnamese people, their spirit 
of freedom cannot be broken. We shall al- 
ways be a reliable support to the Palestinians 
in the struggle for their homeland. 

The visit paid by the Chairman of the Ex- 
ecutive Committee of the PLO Yassir Arafat to 
the GDR in early March 1982 which took the 
character of a state visit, demonstrated in im- 
pressive manner the traditionally close and 
friendly relations and the anti-imperialist 
solidarity between our peoples. 

We welcome the fact that the PLO Mission in 
the GDR has been accorded embassy status and 
we are proud of the contribution made by the 
Solidarity Committee to the development of 
relations between the GDR and the PLO. 

The importance attached to the Palestinian 
cause within the framework of our solidarity 
work manifests itself in many ways. One major 
aspect is the training, in particular vocational 
training, given to young Palestinians in the 
GDR and the treatment of wounded and sick 
PLO fighters in our hospitals. Immediately 
after the Israeli terror attack on Beirut in July 
1981, 15 Palestinians wounded during the 
bombings were brought to the GDR by special 
plane and treated in Neubrandenburg County 
Hospital. Furthermore, urgently needed goods 
such as medicaments, bandages, blood plasma, 
tents and baby food were shipped to Beirut. 
An undoubted measure of the esteem for the 
GDR’s solidarity with the PLO was the in- 
vitation extended to the GDR Solidarity Com- 
mittee by the UN Palestine Committee to come 
to New York for the International Day of 
Solidarity with the People of Palestine. After 
delivering a report to the UN body, which met 
with wide approval, we handed over a special 
1982 Palestine Calendar prepared by us in 
cooperation with the Finnish Peace Commit- 
tee. 

Great respect was also accorded to the fact 
that a delegation of our Solidarity Committee 
participated in the International AAPSO Con- 
ference held recently in Damascus in solidarity 
with Syria and against the Israeli annexation 
of the Golan Heights. Our Arab friends greatly 
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appreciate that the GDR has a presence of 
this kind in the Arab world. 

During our talks with the Deputy General 
Secretary of the National Executive of the 
Baath party, the President of the Palestinian 
National Council and other influential per- 
sonalities we were made constantly aware of 
their great sympathy for the GDR. We ob- 
served the same in Beirut where we met the 
Lebanese Prime Minister and leading PLO 
representatives. For the GDR too, solidarity 
with the Arab peoples has a great benefit, on 
account of the mutually advantageous economic 
relations which are successfully advancing be- 
tween the GDR and the Arab countries. 

A long-standing and firm friendship links us 
with the People’s Democratic Republic of Ye- 
men. It was first established in the fifties when 
our Yemeni friends and comrades were fight- 
ing against British colonial rule and domestic 
oppressors. From that struggle, to which we 
extended our solidarity and support, emerged 
the People’s Democratic Republic of Yemen 
which is in the process of creating the condi- 
tions for building socialism. The support 
urgently needed in this effort is also provided 
through our practical solidarity. During the 
official visit here of a party and state delega- 
tion of the People’s Democratic Republic of 
Yemen in November 1981, the Solidarity Com- 
mittee presented to the Yemeni head of state, 
Ali Nasser Mohammed, a document assuring 
the PDRY of solidarity of a total value of 
Z million marks in 1982. 

The South-East Asian region continues to be 
a focal point of the international class con- 
frontation between socialism and imperialism, 
between the forces of peace and the advocators 
of military confrontation. 

Following the victory of the peoples of Viet- 
nam, Laos and Kampuchea, the international 
balance of forces in that region has clearly 
shifted in favour of socialism and peace. By 
their existence and their consistent anti-im- 
perialist struggle, these fraternal countries are 
strengthening the potential of the world social- 
ist system. 

This too is unacceptable to US imperialism. 
While the peoples of Vietnam, Laos and Kam- 
puchea are progressing in the construction of 
socialism in their countries, the enemy is 
launching ever more savage and furious at- 
tacks. Regrettably, the constructive proposals 
concerning the conclusion of an agreement with 


the People’s Republic of China, submitted by 
the government of the Socialist Republic of 
Vietnam, have not yet led to positive results. 
Border provocations directed against the SRV 
are still continuing. We back unreservedly the 
course being followed by the states of Indo- 
china towards the normalization of relations 
with neighbouring states and the ASEAN coun- 
tries, which is designed to transform South- 
East Asia into a zone of peace. 

Vietnam is tackling the building of socialism 
under complicated external and internal con- 
ditions. The material and technological basis, 
with agriculture assuming a major part, is still 
only weakly developed, while at the same time 
the country’s defences need to be augment- 
ed. 

Particularly burdensome for the poorly-devel- 
oped industry is the completely obsolete and 
inadequate energy base. The building of 
socialism is complicated by the fact that raw 
materials deposits are barely explored, that 
shortcomings in the transport system are hav- 
ing increasingly adverse effects and that for- 
eign trade is scantily developed. 

Great efforts are also required for the develop- 
ment of foodstuffs and consumer goods pro- 
duction to gradually ensure sufficient supplies 
to the population. 

All this cannot be solved overnight, and under 
the specific conditions of this country requires 
not only tremendous efforts by the Vietnamese 
people, as was stressed by the recent 5th Con- 
gress of the Communist Party of Vietnam, but 
also the solidarity and support on the part of 
the socialist states. 

Consequently, the solidarity with the Socialist 
Republic of Vietnam will continue to be one 
of the priorities of the GDR’s solidarity pro- 
gramme, and the slogan ‘’Solidarity-Now more 
than ever’, coined by our Comrade Erich 
Honecker, is still very much of relevance. 

The government agreement between the GDR 
and the SRV on material assistance, which 
was signed in Berlin on 10 February 1982, pro- 
vides the framework for the allocation of 
solidarity funds in the year 1982. 

Above all we shall send medicaments, food- 
stuffs, teaching materials and aids as well as 
equipment for the orthopaedic centre at Ba Vi 
and set up or modernize workshops. 

The extension of a training facility for metal 
workers at Pho Yen was completed in 1981. 
Our solidarity has thereby created a facility 


enabling 900 young Vietnamese at a time to be 
trained as skilled workers. 

Another project, which has been funded by 
solidarity donations, is the orthopaedic centre 
at Ba Vi, which is still under construction. 
6,000 people mutilated during the war against 
the aggressor have already been provided with 
artificial limbs. But tens of thousands have 
still to be treated. For this reason 130 Viet- 
namese have been trained by GDR experts to 
become orthopaedic mechanics. 

Our solidarity with Vietnam will continue 
along these lines and as our friends have 
told us, coupled with the agreed economic co- 
operation, it is of tremendous benefit for their 
country. 

Much of what has been said about Vietnam, 
applies to Kampuchea and Laos as well. 
Three years after the victory over the bloody 
Pol-Pot dictatorship, the situation in the Peo- 
ple’s Republic of Kampuchea has notably 
consolidated. Production in major branches of 
industry and in agriculture is again operating. 
The elections to the National Assembly, the 
adoption of a new Constitution, the institu- 
tionalization of people’s power in the form of 
a new government and above all the Con- 
gress of the People’s Revolutionary Party of 
Kampuchea have gone down as milestones 
in the history of the Mekong state. State power 
has been strengthened and enjoys the con- 
fidence of the people. All attempts, however 
persistent, undertaken by Pol Pot’s terror gangs 
and other reactionary cliques as well as their 
imperialist accomplices to bring to a halt the 
revolutionary developments in the young Peo- 
ple’s Republic, have suffered a miserable de- 
feat. 

But three years is not nearly sufficient time to 
eliminate all the destruction caused by the 
reign of terror. The people of Kampuchea still 
needs our solidarity. 

Our material solidarity in 1981 included 
foodstuffs, trucks, tools and equipment for the 
postal and telecommunications system as well 
as medicaments and medical equipment. 
Doctors from the GDR are working at the 
capital’s 17 April Hospital and are making 
a significant contribution to the development 
of health care. 

In December 1981 the documentary film “The 
Angkar” by the Heynowski & Scheumann stu- 
dio was first shown in the GDR. It has played 
a great role in exposing the murderous Pol- 
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Pot clique to the condemnation of the world’s 
public. It made a deep impression among the 
Kampuchean people and has attracted much 
attention in many other countries. 

Joined by close bonds of solidarity, we will 
continue to support the resolute struggle wag- 
ed by the people of Kampuchea to defend 
their hard-won freedom and consolidate their 
revolutionary achievements. 

The Lao People’s Democratic Republic which, 
according to UN figures, as a result of colonial- 
ism numbers among the twenty least developed 
countries of the world, has been advancing for 
more than six years now along the path of 
gradual transition to socialism. 

But there is still much left to be done. There 
is a shortage of skilled manpower in all 
sectors of society. Extensive funds and frater- 
nal assistance are required to develop in- 
dustry and agriculture, health care and educa- 
tion. In similar fashion to Vietnam and Kam- 
puchea we are playing no small part in this 
respect. 

Under the government agreement between the 
GDR and the Lao People’s Democratic Re- 
public on the granting of economic assistance 
in 1981 and 1982, the national printing house 
in Vientiane is being reconstructed and en- 
larged. 

Friends from Laos are to undergo training in 
the GDR to familiarize themselves with the 
new printing technology. In addition, every 
year 100 Laotian young people are receiving 
vocational training in the GDR, for instance in 
forestry. 

We feel closely linked with the peoples of 
Vietnam, Kampuchea and Laos, and our inter- 
nationalist outlook demands of us to give 
everything possible to these peoples who are 
facing such complex problems in overcoming 
the past. 

Afghanistan too is a country that has rid 
itself of imperialist exploitation. Due to its 
strategic location in respect of the Soviet Union 
it has become a focal point for imperialist 
adventurism. 

The powerful demonstration of over 100,000 
Kabul inhabitants on 21 March 1982 manifest- 
ed the resolute rejection of the interference 
by the USA and other NATO states in the 
internal affairs of Afghanistan. Imperialism 
has left no stone unturned to create a per- 
manent crisis situation around Afghanistan 
with the aim of overthrowing the people’s 
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democratic regime and further stepping up the 
confrontation course against the Soviet Union. 
However, there is a strong revolutionary party 
in the Democratic Republic of Afghanistan and 
the country does not stand alone in defending 
the achievements of the April Revolution. It 
will be victorious for it is provided all-round 
support by the Soviet Union, the GDR and all 
progressive forces the world over. 

There are profound political and social trans- 
formations under way on the African con- 
tinent. 

The most important achievement of this re- 
volutionary development is undoubtedly the 
emergence of states whose governing parties 
have chosen scientific socialism as their ideo- 
logy and are developing into vanguard parties 
of the working people. In this context, I have 
in mind above all the People’s Republics of 
Mozambique and Angola as well as Socialist 
Ethiopia who have embarked on a socialist 
road of development. Their example is an in- 
spiration for the anti-imperialist struggle being 
waged by the African peoples and the libera- 
tion organizations that have made it their 
aim to eliminate the last strongholds of racism 
in the south of the continent, in South Africa 
and Namibia. 

In the settlement of vital international issues, 
Africa is becoming increasingly a force for 
peace, disarmament and détente. Africa is 
ceasing to be the domain of imperialist and 
colonial oppression. 

In contrast to this, the so-called new Africa 
policy of the Reagan administration is mark- 
ed by confrontation, support for all subversive 
machinations against the progressive states and 
movements in Africa and insidious slander 
against the Soviet Union. 

The USA has declared the southern tip of 
Africa to be one of its vital spheres of inter- 
est, for it is indeed a rich reservoir of raw 
materials and strategically crucial for the im- 
perialists. While in the Middle East the USA 
is banking on Israel, it keeps the South African 
apartheid state as a loyal vassal in the south 
of the continent. 

The USA hopes that in this way it can get a 
grip on the whole of Africa. 

By means of aggressive attacks by its army 
on Angolan and Mozambican territory, by 
brutal terror against SWAPO patriots in 
Namibia and the ANC in its own country, Pre- 
toria is trying to smash the liberation organiza- 


tions and ensure extra profits for the foreign 
multinational corporations. 

In exactly the same fashion as Israel, the 
South African apartheid regime obstructs UN 
activities, for example the UN plan for the set- 
tlement of the Namibia problem. In opposi- 
tion to it, the Organization of African Unity 
(OAU), the front-line states of Angola, Zam- 
bia, Mozambique, Zimbabwe and Tanzania, as 
well as the GDR, the Soviet Union, Cuba, the 
whole socialist camp and the progressive world 
are all standing by the fighters against 
colonialism and apartheid on the African con- 
tinent and giving them every possible sup- 
port. Relations of a truly equal nature have 
taken shape between the socialist countries 
and the young African states. The President 
of the People’s Republic of Mozambique has 
expressed this by saying that the close co- 
operation with the socialist countries is the 
guarantee for victory in the struggle against 
under-development. He continued that such 
cooperation provides opportunity for the de- 
velopment of the country and the strengthen- 
ing of the economy, from which can be deriv- 
ed a mutual benefit and the capacity to with- 
stand imperialism’s economic and _ political 
blackmail. 

These new relations also manifest themselves 
in treaties of friendship and cooperation con- 
cluded with many African countries. 

We have particular ties of friendship and 
solidarity going back many years with our 
friends from the People’s Republic of Mozam- 
bique. They extend back to the beginnings 
of the struggle for liberation and manifest 
themselves nowadays in the Treaty of Friend- 
ship and Cooperation between both our 
peoples. Our Solidarity Committee is also 
making a weighty contribution to this treaty’s 
realization. 

Economic support for the Mozambican mining 
centre in Moatize, from where we will be 
supplied with hard coal, is closely connected 
with the establishment of a cultural, educa- 
tional and catering centre for workers from 
solidarity funds. 

Work has been completed on the first stage 
in the construction of a youth camp for 350 
Mozambican building and mining workers 
in Matoundo. It is a joint project of the 
Mozambican youth organization and the Free 
German Youth. In a concrete and effective 
manner, the economic cooperation between our 
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countries and our solidarity activities are 
closely linked with each other. 

Similar bonds of friendship and solidarity 
mark our relations with Angola. Here too, 
based on a Treaty of Friendship and Coopera- 
tion, the political, economic, scientific, techno- 
logical and cultural ties between the young 
People’s Republic and the GDR are undergoing 
successful development of benefit for both 
sides. 

Specialists from the GDR are working in many 
economic and social spheres in Angola. FDJ 
Friendship Brigades are rendering assistance 
in many provinces in the overall development 
of the country and in the training of motor 
mechanics and agricultural engineers. 

As an immediate reaction to the attack launch- 
ed by South African troops against Angola in 
1981, we sent planeloads of foodstuffs, tents, 
blankets, air beds, medicaments, bandages and 
blood plasma. 

When in 1981 the Angolan State President 
Eduardo dos Santos paid a friendly visit to 
Comrade Erich Honecker, we promised on 
behalf of the working people of this country 
to continue solidarity and support. Eduardo 
dos Santos thanked the population of the GDR 
in warm words. 

During similar meetings with Comrade Erich 
Honecker, Sam Nujoma, President of SWAPO, 
the liberation organization of Namibia, and 
Oliver Tambo, President of the ANC of South 
Africa, expressed their appreciation for the 
significant material solidarity rendered by the 
GDR to their hard struggle. 

There has been close and fruitful cooperation 
with both liberation organizations, SWAPO 
and the ANC, for many years. Besides material 
solidarity for their hard struggle against 
racism and colonialism, we provide them with 
the requisite political and moral support in the 
international arena. 

This includes the well-known initiatives taken 
by the GDR government within the UN. Our 
Solidarity Committee has taken part in several 
sessions of the respective UN bodies such as 
the Anti-Apartheid Committee and the Nami- 
bia Council and has reported on the active 
solidarity extended by the GDR. 

As is generally known, both SWAPO and the 
ANC have set up official missions in the GDR. 
We received delegations of UN committees, 
among them representatives of the UN Nami- 
bia Council, who on this occasion visited 
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wounded Namibian fighters undergoing treat- 
ment in Berlin-Buch Hospital. 

On the occasion of the 70th anniversary of the 
foundation of the ANC the Karl Marx Uni- 
versity in Leipzig held a symposium dedicated 
to the struggle of the South African people, led 
by the ANC. 

During a reception given on this occasion our 
Committee handed over to the ANC the first 
copies of the book titled Fanal am Kap, writ- 
ten by Dr Alfred Babing and Hans-Dieter 
Brauer, both members of our Presidium and 
published by the Verlag der Nation. 

At the request of Sam Nujoma, President of 
SWAPO, the book Namibia was translated into 
English and printed in an edition of 5,000 
copies. In February 1982 Erich Honecker hand- 
ed it over to Sam Nujoma as a present of the 
GDR. 

An International Seminar on the Activities and 
Role of Mass Media in the International 
Mobilization against Apartheid was held in 
Berlin from 31 August to 2 September 1981. 
The seminar was sponsored by the UN Special 
Committee against Apartheid in cooperation 
with the government and the Solidarity Com- 
mittee of the GDR. 

The some 100 participants from four continents 
drew up as a main document a declaration 
known as the Berlin Declaration, which was 
circulated as an official UN document at the 
UN headquarters in New York. 

In accordance with a request of the Inter- 
national Committee against Apartheid, Racism 
and Colonialism in Southern Africa an ex- 
tended session of the secretariat was held in 
Berlin in February 1982, determining the 
political activities and actions of this Com- 
mittee for the year 1982. The GDR Solidarity 
Committee is a member of both the Presidium 
and Secretariat of this highly-effective body. 
Of paramount importance for progress on the 
African continent is the revolutionary develop- 
ment under way in Socialist Ethiopia. The 
overthrow of feudal rule has paved the way 
for profound national-revolutionary trans- 
formations with a socialist orientation. With 
our solidarity we have supported this develop- 
ment from the outset, which is being highly 
appreciated. Our solidarity was further ex- 
tended after the visit paid by Mengistu Haile 
Mariam, Chairman of the Provisional Military 
Administrative Council of Socialist Ethiopia, 
to the GDR in 1978. 
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For example, combine harvesters and trucks, 
for which our FDJ brigades train young Ethio- 
pian drivers and mechanics, are making an 
effective contribution to advancing the under- 
developed agriculture. The construction of a 
repair workshop near Addis Ababa is one pro- 
ject set up from our solidarity funds, and one 
could mention many more examples. Although 
difficulties cannot be denied, Ethiopia too is 
becoming a bastion of progress on the African 
continent. 

Following requests by the government of pro- 
gressive Madagascar to help overcome the ef- 
fects of a flood disaster in early 1982, we 
rendered additional and immediate assistance 
in the shape of medicaments, baby food, cloth- 
ing, blankets, etc. 

By way of continuation of the GDR’s solidarity 
and support for the young Republic of Zim- 
babwe another solidarity consignment was 
handed over. 100 young skilled workers re- 
turned to their home country after three years’ 
vocational training in the GDR. 

We also render solidarity to other African 
countries such as the People’s Republic of the 
Congo, Zambia, the Cape Verde Islands, Benin, 
Guinea-Bissau and Sao Tomé and Principe. 

In addition, mention should be made of our 
contribution to the UNICEF special programme 
under which vaccines and medicaments are 
being provided for the children in Ethiopia 
and Angola. 

In this year a similar form of help will be 
given to the children of SWAPO and Angola. 
The GDR Solidarity Committee will continue 
its undiminished efforts to support the states 
and peoples of Africa in their hard struggle. 
We are witnessing a dramatic upsurge of the 
democratic and anti-imperialist forces right on 
the doorstep of the United States of America. 
Cuba, the island of freedom, serves as a shin- 
ing example for the peoples of Latin America 
and is proving that independence and social 
progress can be maintained even in the direct 
vicinity of the main imperialist power. Nica- 
ragua and Grenada are defending their revolu- 
tion. In El Salvador and Guatemala the patriots 
are fighting against their inhuman oppressors. 
Even massive support for these regimes by 
the USA cannot crush the determination of the 
fighters. 

As a joint declaration by the communist and 
workers’ parties of the central American coun- 
tries of Mexico and Panama says, revolution is 


inherent to Central America~now more than 
at any other time in its history. 

The Latin American peoples are at one with 
all peace-loving and progressive forces in the 
world. 

The GDR is also rendering solidarity here in 
many ways. In addition to political and moral 
support, our Committee has provided material 
solidarity, especially for Nicaragua, thus con- 
tributing to the consolidation of the newly 
emergent order. 

Solidarity consignments in 1981 possessed a 
total value of 11.5 million marks. They in- 
cluded foodstuffs, textiles, school materials 
and much more. In addition, wounded per- 
sons from that country were given medical 
treatment in the GDR. And let me recall in this 
context the spontaneous and heartfelt cam- 
paign launched by the Berliners to collect old 
pairs of spectacles for the people of Nicara- 
gua. 

The Nicaraguan Foreign Minister, Father Mi- 
guel d’Escoto, said during his visit to the 
GDR: ‘We will always remember with deep 
feeling how you have helped to relieve our 
pain and our deprivation in the bloody struggle 
for' liberation, which had been forced upon us 
by the Somoza dictatorship. Our people will 
be eternally grateful to you for taking caré of 
our injured and wounded, for all the solidarity 
and support you have extended to the Sandinist 
people’s revolution at its most difficult time. 
When others had nothing but bullets, boycott 
and economic blackmail to offer us, you gave 
us bread. I would like to say loudly and clearly 
that you, dear brothers in the German De- 
mocratic Republic, gave us bread with dignity, 
without any terms, but with the far-reaching, 
noble and generous gesture characteristic of 
the proletarian internationalism exercised by 
your people”. And nowadays, many millions 
of people all over the world share Father d’Es- 
coto’s view of the German Democratic Repu- 
blic and its solidarity. 

The solidarity with Nicaragua will also con- 
tinue. Managua will get laboratory equipment 
for its colleges and a vocational training centre 
will be set up in Jinotepe by the end of 1983. 
Our solidarity does not, of course, forget the 
patriots fighting in El Salvador and Guate- 
mala and those in Chile, Uruguay, Paraguay, 
Argentina, Brazil and Bolivia. 

We extend fraternal greetings to the fighters 
of the Farabundo Marti National Liberation 
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Front in El Salvador and the Guatemalan Na- 
tional Revolutionary Unity, the Chilean patriots 
of Popular Unity and our steadfast friend and 
comrade Antonio Maidana. 

The GDR has earned itself international re- 
cognition not least through its policy of active 
solidarity with all anti-imperialist and peace- 
loving forces in the world. 

Hence it is no surprise that the GDR Solidarity 
Committee also enjoys great respect within 
the international solidarity movement. We have 
received many delegations for an exchange of 
experiences, participated in important inter- 
national conferences and will continue our 
active work in international committees and 
organizations. 

In the service of international solidarity we 
cooperate with solidarity committees in more 
than 90 countries. Of special importance is the 
cooperation with the Afro-Asian People’s 
Solidarity Organization (AAPSO). 

A delegation of our Solidarity Committee at- 
tended the 10th session of AAPSO held in 
Kabul in 1981. AAPSO assured the Democratic 
Republic of Afghanistan of the full and un- 
reserved solidarity of all anti-imperialist 
forces. Our delegation had talks with Babrak 
Karmal, General Secretary of the Central Com- 
mittee of the People’s Democratic Party of 
Afghanistan, Chairman of the Revolutionary 
Council and Prime Minister of the Democratic 
Republic of Afghanistan, who expressed his 
heartfelt thanks to the population of the GDR, 
the Central Committee of the SED and the 
GDR government for the great solidarity. 

I would like to mention the solidarity weeks 
and events which we organize on an annual 
basis. Special mention should be made of the 
Week of Solidarity with the Anti-imperialist 
Struggle of the African Peoples in May, 
the Week of Solidarity with the Struggle of 
the Arab Peoples in June and the Week of 
Solidarity with the Anti-imperialist Struggle 
of the Latin American Peoples in September. 
They are staged in collaboration with the Con- 
federation of Free German Trade Unions, the 
National Council of the National Front, the 
Free German Youth, the Farmers’ Mutual Aid 
Association, the Women’s Democratic Federa- 
tion of Germany, the Peace Council, the Inter- 
national Friendship League of the GDR, the 
GDR Committee for Human Rights and the 
GDR Committee for the Decade of Action to 
Combat Racism and Racial Discrimination. 
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We call upon you, dear members of the Pre- 
sidium, to contribute in your sphere of activity 
to making this year’s solidarity weeks im- 
pressive highlights of our solidarity work. 
The record of the GDR’s internationalist help 
shows that the idea of solidarity has cast deep 
roots in the thoughts and actions of the popula- 
tion of this country. 

All sections of our population—young or old— 
are becoming more and more active in the 
solidarity movement. Innumerable socialist 
work teams in industry and agriculture de- 
monstrate their solidarity with heroes of the 
national liberation movements by taking on 
their names. The scope of examples for how 
the people of the GDR render active solidarity 
is very wide. 

Impressive indeed are the ways in which in 
their daily lives the people are responding to 
the Solidarity Appeal issued by the 10th Con- 
gress of the SED. The feeling of solidarity and 
the idea of proletarian internationalism are be- 
coming increasingly widespread among our 
population. 

The citizens of this country are becoming in- 
creasingly aware of the fact that it is our in- 
ternationalist obligation to strengthen the 
German Democratic Republic as a firm com- 
ponent part of the community of socialist 
states. For, the stronger socialism is, the more 
effective is our solidarity and our struggle for 
the safeguarding of peace. 

In 1981 more than 200 million marks flowed 
into the solidarity fund of the GDR. 

The mainstay of the GDR’s solidarity move- 
ment is the Confederation of Free German 
Trade Unions (FDGB), with its membership 
of nine million. The FDGB National Executive 
transfers around 100 million marks to the ac- 
count of the solidarity committee every year, 
the proceeds of donations from trade union 
members. In addition to this, the FDGB sup- 
ports the trade unions campaigning in other 
countries. 

This outstanding overall record was also 
achieved thanks to the contribution of the co- 
operative farmers of the GDR, who are at 
present preparing for their 12th Farmers’ Con- 
gress. In 1981, together with the working peo- 
ple in forestry and the food industry, they rais- 
ed 13.3 million marks. 

The Women’s Democratic Federation of Ger- 
many (DFD) enjoys recognition and confidence 
extending far beyond the borders of our coun- 


532 


try for its international solidarity. This mani- 
fested itself at the 11th Congress of the DFD 
where Ilse Thiele, the Chairwoman of the 
DFD gave the assurance that the DFD will 
always stand firmly by the side of all fighters 
for peace, democracy and national inde- 
pendence and will intensify its anti-imperialist 
solidarity. 

Anti-imperialist solidarity has always been 
one of the priorities of the political and 
ideological work of the National Council of 
the National Front of the GDR. 

As a result of the imaginative and effective 
solidarity actions of all the social forces united 
in the National Front, a total of 24.5 million 
marks were raised last year. This sum in- 
cludes donations by craftspeople and retailers 
as well as by the Chambers of Industry and 
Trade. 100 craft workshops were set up in 
Vietnam from the funds raised by the crafts- 
people and retailers. 

We thank the members of the Liberal De- 
mocratic Party of Germany (LDPD), whose re- 
presentatives at the 13th Congress of the 
LDPD handed over to me a solidarity cheque 
for 2 million marks. 

We also extend greetings to the members 
of the Democratic Farmers’ Party of Germany, 
the National Democratic Party of Germany and 
the Christian Democratic Union who have 
shown their commitment to internationalist and 
anti-imperialist solidarity. 

The younger generation too is making a 
worthy contribution to the powerful solidarity 
movement. Since the 10th Congress of the 
FDJ in 1975 the members of this organization 
have transferred well over 50 million marks 
to the solidarity account. At present, 17 FDJ 
Friendship Brigades are performing active 
solidarity work in countries of Asia, Africa 
and Latin America. 

Annual Weeks of Socialist Pioneers’ Help are 
held in schools, during the course of which 
the children collect jumble, arrange solidarity 
bazaars and many other things. Solidarity is 
even rendered by the very little ones in kin- 
dergartens. 

Among the most active within the solidarity 
movement are, of course, those persecuted 
under the Nazi regime. They donate more than 
2 million marks each year. 

Special mention should be made of the solid- 
arity rendered by the soldiers and officers 
of the National People’s Army, the People’s 


Police and other armed forces. In 1981 they 
raised 27 million marks for solidarity. 

Writers, artists and other cultural workers 
demonstrate their solidarity not only by donat- 
ing money but also in works of literature, fine 
art and music, in films and plays. 

Commitment for the anti-imperialist struggle 
is shown by the scientists, many of whom are 
making a noteworthy contribution by their 
publications. 

We value highly the contribution of doctors 
and medical workers, particularly those hos- 
pitals where wounded or sick freedom fighters 
from Africa, Asia and Latin America are treat- 
ed. 

The religious communities are also playing 
their part. With large sums they support the 
funding of GDR solidarity projects in Asia and 
Africa. 

In addition to their monthly contributions, the 
journalists donate one day’s earnings for anti- 
imperialist solidarity. They help to strengthen 
the solidarity movement by major events in 
August and September, which have already 
become a tradition. 

In 1981 the GDR’s Union of Consumer Co- 
operative Societies transferred 3.4 million 
marks to the solidarity account. 

By their contribution, which came to more 
than one million marks, the allotment 
gardeners and small-animal breeders helped 
to fund, among other things, the orthopaedic 
centre in Vietnam. With much commitment 
and admirable vigour, the pensioners are in- 
volved in the GDR’s solidarity movement. 
From this rostrum, I would like to thank all 
who have participated, by word and deed, in 
this wide movement of solidarity. 

It takes, of course, great productive efforts 
by the working people in the most various 
sectors of the economy to turn the large sums 
raised for solidarity into material relief 
goods. 

As the most aggressive circles of imperialism 
are stepping up their confrontation course, we 
will have to intensify our solidarity still fur- 
ther, and focus it primarily on those places 
where the peoples are most exposed to im- 
perialist attacks, where they are still fighting 
for their freedom or are building, under com- 
plicated conditions, a new social system. 

At the same time, we shall continue our 


material solidarity, concentrating on the afore- 
mentioned countries and liberation organiza- 
tions. 

As far as the newly liberated countries are 
concerned, we channel these funds primarily 
into projects which are especially important for 
the development of their economies and where 
GDR specialists are working. To raise the ef- 
fectiveness of our material solidarity even 
further we will improve coordination with 
those receiving our help. 

We have already done a great deal for the 
establishment of an educational system, and 
in particular the elimination of illiteracy, in 
numerous countries and we shall further in- 
tensify this support. As everybody is aware 
this is of great importance for the future of 
these peoples, and they highly appreciate our 
help. An essential aspect is the training of 
skilled workers and specialists for the national 
economies of these countries, which we will 
continue on a large scale. 

The same applies to the expansion of health 
services. We will continue to provide help 
which is urgently needed in this field, and also 
treat wounded freedom fighters. 

As a matter of course we shall continue 
political and ideological support for the libera- 
tion organizations through the production of 
magazines, books, posters, films, etc. Further- 
more, the GDR Solidarity Committee will con- 
tinue its active participation in the work of 
international organizations and bodies. 

Much more could be said about the variety 
and scope of activities, and the future work 
of our solidarity movement, for example, that 
our mass media-the press, radio and TV-— 
will naturally continue to give wide coverage 
to the struggle of the peoples for progress and 
freedom and the support rendered to this 
struggle by the GDR. The Solidarity Commit- 
tee itself will go on publishing material and 
information so as to promote and deepen the 
spirit of solidarity among our people. 

Our solidarity will go a long way to give 
strength and a prospect of victory to those 
people in the world, fighting for this noble 
cause, and it will help to gain victory for the 
world-wide anti-imperialist movement. 


GDR Solidarity Committee Archives 
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Treaty of Friendship and Cooperation between the German 
Democratic Republic and the Democratic Republic of Afghanistan 


21 May 1982 


The German Democratic Republic and the De- 
mocratic Republic of Afghanistan, 
Acknowledging the relations of traditional 
friendship, anti-imperialist solidarity and trust- 
ful cooperation existing between the two states 
and peoples; 

Desirous of further developing and strengthen- 
ing these relations, which accord with the na- 
tional interests of the peoples of both states and 
contribute to a more stable peace and greater 
security in the world; 

Determined to safeguard and consolidate the 
revolutionary accomplishments of the peoples 
of the two states and to work for the unity and 
cohesion of all forces who stand up for peace, 
national independence, democracy and social 
progress and against imperialism, hegemonism, 
colonialism, neo-colonialism and racism in all 
forms and manifestations ; 

Guided by the desire to labour towards further 
strengthening peace and security in Europe, 
Asia and the world at large and to help de- 
velop relations between states with different 
social systems, based on the principles of 
peaceful coexistence; 

Imbued with the noble ideals of the struggle 
for national independence and social pro- 
gress; 

Reaffirming their loyalty to the purposes and 
principles of the Charter of the United Na- 
tions; 

Have resolved to conclude this Treaty and have 
agreed as follows: 


Article 1 

The High Contracting Parties declare their 
resolve to strengthen and further broaden the 
relations of traditional friendship and anti-im- 
perialist solidarity between their states and 
peoples, based on the principles of sovereign 
equality of states, territorial integrity, non- 
interference in internal affairs and equality of 
rights. 


Article 2 


The High Contracting Parties will expand their 
cooperation in the economic, scientific and 
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technological fields. They will develop co- 
operative links in industry and agriculture as 
well as in the training of skilled personnel, 
and expand their trade on the basis of the prin- 
ciples of equality of rights, mutual benefit and 
most-favoured nation treatment. 


Article 3 

The High Contracting Parties will expand their 
cooperation and exchange experience in scien- 
ce, culture, art, literature, education, includ- 
ing higher and technical education, health, the 
press, radio, television and cinematography, 
sports and in other fields. 

They will encourage contacts and cooperation 
between government agencies and civic organ- 
izations, and expand direct contacts between 
cultural and scientific institutions in order to 
increase mutual knowledge of the life and work 
and of the experience and achievements of their 
peoples. 


Article 4 

The German Democratic Republic and the 
Democratic Republic of Afghanistan follow a 
policy of. peace and international understand- 
ing, which is aimed at strengthening friendship 
and cooperation among all peoples. 

The German Democratic Republic values and 
respects the Democratic Republic of Afghanis- 
tan’s policy of non-aligment, which is directed 
towards the preservation of peace, détente and 
international security. 

The Democratic Republic of Afghanistan ap- 
preciates the GDR’s foreign policy for peace, 
which derives from the nature of the socialist 
state, and regards it as an important factor for 
the preservation of world peace, détente and 
international security. 


Article 5 

The High Contracting Parties will continue to 
make an active contribution to the fight for 
international peace and security and to the 
struggle to prevent a new world war. They will 
make every effort towards resolutely continu- 
ing, deepening and extending the process of 


détente as well as towards achieving general 
and complete disarmament, including nuclear 
disarmament. Both sides advocate setting all 
international disputes by peaceful means, 
without prejudice to the right of states under 
the United Nations Charter to individual or 
collective self-defence against an aggression. 


Article 6 

The High Contracting Parties will continue to 
stand up resolutely for the observance of the 
generally recognized principles of territorial 
integrity and non-interference in the internal 
affairs of other states as key conditions for 
the peoples’ living together in peace. 

They consider the inviolability of the frontiers 
having emerged between states in Europe after 
World War II, including that between the Ger- 
man Democratic Republic and the Federal Re- 
public of Germany, as an important prere- 
quisite for safeguarding peace and security in 
Europe. They support efforts which are aimed 
at strengthening peace and security in that re- 
gion. 

Both sides back up the Asian people’s striving 
for peace, security, self-determination and na- 
tional independence, and work for a com- 
prehensive political settlement of the existing 
problems, which is based on the principles of 
peaceful coexistence. They support all pro- 
posals based on equality of rights and equal 
security and which serve peace, security and 
peaceful cooperation among states and peo- 
ples in Europe, Asia and other world regions. 


Article Z 

The High Contracting Parties will continue to 
work for the implementation of equal rights 
for peoples and their right to self-determina- 
tion and oppose any form of the oppression 
of peoples and the violation of their basic 
rights. 

They will continue to cooperate closely in the 
struggle against imperialism, colonialism, neo- 
colonialism and racism in all forms and 
manifestations. 

They will support all efforts aimed at the full 
implementation of the United Nations De- 
claration on the Granting of Independence to 
Colonial Countries and Peoples, and they will 
always practise active solidarity with all peo- 
ples fighting for their freedom, independence, 
sovereignty and social progress, and cooperate 
with other peace-loving states to this effect. 


Article 8 

The High Contracting Parties support the esta- 
blishment of a new international economic 
order on an equal and democratic basis. They 
reaffirm the sovereign right of the peoples to 
exercise full control over their natural re- 
sources. 


Article 9 

The High Contracting Parties will inform each 
other and consult on problems bearing upon 
their mutual relations, as well as on inter- 
national issues of shared concern. 


Article 10 

Both High Contracting Parties solemnly de- 
clare that they will not enter into any alliance 
or participate in any step or action directed 
against the other Party. 


Article 11 

The High Contracting Parties declare that the 
provisions of this Treaty do not conflict with 
their obligations arising from valid interna- 
tional agreements, and undertake not to enter 
into any international agreement which is in- 
consistent with this Treaty. 


Article 12 

Any questions which may arise between the 
High Contracting Parties with regard to the 
interpretation or application of the provisions 
of this Treaty, shall be resolved by bilateral 
negotiations in a spirit of friendship, under- 
standing and mutual respect. 


Article 13 

This Treaty shall be subject to ratification and 
shall enter into force on the date of the ex- 
change of the instruments of ratification, which 
will take place in Kabul. 


Article 14 

The present Treaty shall be valid for a period 
of twenty years after its entry into force. It 
shall be extended for successive terms of five 
years, unless one of the High Contracting 
Parties gives written notification, not later 
than twelve months prior to the expiry of the 
current term, of its desire to terminate this 
Treaty. 

Done at Berlin on 21 May 1982 in two 
originals, each in the German and Dari lan- 
guages, both texts being equally authentic. 
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Joint declaration 


German Democratic Republic-Democratic Republic of Afghanistan 
on the occasion of a visit by a party and government 

delegation headed by Babrak Karmal, General Secretary 

of the Central Committee of the People’s Democratic Party 

of Afghanistan and Chairman of the Revolutionary Council of the 
Democratic Republic of Afghanistan, to the German Democratic 


Republic from 19 to 21 May 1982 


21 May 1982 


At the invitation of the General Secretary of 
the Central Committee of the Socialist Unity 
Party of Germany and Chairman of the Council 
of State of the German Democratic Republic, 
Erich Honecker, a party and state delegation of 
the Democratic Republic of Afghanistan head- 
ed by the General Secretary of the Central 
Committee of the People’s Democratic Party 
of Afghanistan and Chairman of the Revolu- 
tionary Council of the Democratic Republic 
of Afghanistan, Babrak Karmal, paid an official 
friendship visit to the German Democratic Re- 
public from 19 to 21 May 1982. 

Erich Honecker and Babrak Karmal had of- 
ficial talks which were held in an atmosphere 
of friendship, mutual understanding and 
identity of political views. They informed each 
other on the successful implementation of the 
decisions adopted by the Tenth Congress of 
the Socialist Unity Party of Germany and of 
the First Country-wide Conference of the Peo- 
ple’s Democratic Party of Afghanistan, con- 
ducted an exchange of views on strengthening 
bilateral relations and discussed topical pro- 
blems concerning the international situation. 
In the talks participated: (Here follow the 
names of the members of the two delegations— 
Editecr.) 

Babrak Karmal paid a visit to Potsdam County. 
The representatives of the Democratic Re- 
public of Afghanistan laid wreaths at the 
Memcrial to the Victims of Fascism and Mil- 
itarism in Berlin, Unter den Linden, and at the 
Memorial to the Fallen Soviet Heroes in Ber- 
lin-Treptow. The delegation visited the state 
border at Brandenburg Gate and toured the 
sights of the capital of the German Democratic 
Republic, Babrak Karmal called on the Lord 
Mayor of Berlin and signed the capital’s 
Golden Book. 

The General Secretary of the Central Com- 
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mittee of the Socialist Unity Party of Ger- 
many and Chairman of the Council of State 
of the German Democratic Republic, Erich 
Honecker, bestowed on the General Secretary 
of the Central Committee of the People’s 
Democratic Party of Afghanistan and Chair- 
man of the Revolutionary Council of the Dem- 
ocratic Republic of Afghanistan, Babrak Kar- 
mal, the Order ‘‘Great Star of International 
Friendship” in appreciation of outstanding 
merits in promoting friendship and coopera- 
tion among nations and the maintenance of 
peace. 

During the visit, a Treaty of Friendship and 
Cooperation between the German Democratic 
Republic and the Democratic Republic of Af- 
ghanistan was signed in a solemn ceremony 
by Erich Honecker, General Secretary of the 
Central Committee of the Socialist Unity Party 
of Germany and Chairman of the Council of 
State cf the German Democratic Republic, and 
Babrak Karmal, General Secretary of the 
Central Committee of the People’s Democratic 
Party of Afghanistan and Chairman of the 
Revolutionary Council of the Democratic: Re- 
public of Afghanistan. 


I 

Erich Honecker and Babrak Karmal were 
gratified to note that the traditional relations 
of friendship between the two parties, states 
and peoples are successfully developing, and 
considered steps for their further deepening. 
Erich Honecker appreciated the success achiev- 
ed by the people of Afghanistan under the 
leadership of the People’s Democratic Party 
of Afghanistan in the revolutionary transfor- 
mation of the country. He expressed the high 
esteem of the German Democratic Republic 
for the Democratic Republic of Afghanistan’s 
policy of non-alignment and its consistent ad- 


vocacy of peace and international cooperation. 
Erich Honecker emphasized that the Ger- 
man Democratic Republic entirely supports the 
just struggle of the Afghan people for the 
protection of their revolution as an expres- 
sion of the sovereign right of states to de- 
termine and defend their domestic order. 
Babrak Karmal highly appreciated the accom- 
plishments achieved by the people of the 
German Democratic Republic under the leader- 
ship of the Socialist Unity Party of Germany 
in shaping an advanced socialist society. He 
commended the efforts of the German De- 
mocratic Republic for securing peace in Europe 
and the world over and expressed his gratitude 
for the active assistance and anti-imperialist 
solidarity which the German Democratic Re- 
public has rendered to the people of Afgha- 
nistan. 

Erich Honecker resolutely condemned the un- 
declared war waged by imperialism and other 
reactionary forces against the Democratic Re- 
public of Afghanistan. He emphasized the 
urgent necessity to find a political solution 
of the situation, that has emerged around 
Afghanistan, to guarantee that the armed as 
well as any other interference in Afghanistan’s 
internal affairs will be stopped and not re- 
sumed. The proposals made by the Government 
of the Democratic Republic of Afghanistan on 
14 May 1980 and 24 August 1981, which are 
fully supported by the German Democratic 
Republic, would be an appropriate basis for 
that purpose. 

Erich Honecker and Babrak Karmal highly 
praised the close and trustful cooperation 
between the Socialist Unity Party of Germany 
and the People’s Democratic Party of Af- 
ghanistan and reaffirmed their preparedness 
to continue to deepen that cooperation in the 
interest of the peoples of the two states and 
for the sake of peace and progress. The two 
sides reiterated that the Treaty of Friend- 
ship and Cooperation signed on 21 May 1982 
has ushered in a new stage of their fraternal 
relations. 

The two states will pay special attention to 
their political and economic cooperation, to the 
expansion of relations in the fields of higher 
and technical education, public education and 
culture as well as public health. Cooperation 
between governmental agencies, social organ- 
izations and other institutions will be 
encouraged. 


For the purpose of strengthening and deepen- 
ing mutual relations, the following agreements 
were signed: 

— Agreement on Cooperation between the 
Socialist Unity Party of Germany and the 
People’s Democratic Party of Afghanistan 
for the Years 1982 to 1987, and the Executive 
Programme on Cooperation for 1982, 

— Agreement on Economic, Industrial, Scien- 
tific and Technological Cooperation, 

— Consular Convention, 

— Agreement and Executive Programme on 
Cooperation in the Field of Public Health 
for the Years 1982/83. 


II 

Erich Honecker and Babrak Karmal em- 
phasized the great importance of concerted ac- 
tion by all those forces who stand up for 
peace, security, disarmament and détente. 

The German Democratic Republic and the 
Democratic Republic of Afghanistan condemn 
the adventurous policy of confrontation and 
superarmament pursued by the most aggressive 
imperialist circles, in particular the United 
States, which has seriously aggravated the in- 
ternational situation. They oppose the ex- 
pansion of that policy to ever new regions, and 
resist all attempts to internationalize regional 
disputes or tensions the setthement of which 
falls within the sole competence of the states 
concerned. 

The two states condemn the imperialist policy 
of threats as well as the imposition of economic 
sanctions for the purpose of interfering in the 
internal affairs of sovereign states. 

They denounce the policy of the most ag- 
gressive circles of NATO using domestic de- 
velopments in the Polish People’s Republic as 
a pretext for exacerbating the international 
situation and for openly interfering in Po- 
land's affairs. 

Erich Honecker and Babrak Karmal expressed 
their grave concern at the envisaged deploy- 
ment of new American medium-range nuclear 
missiles in Western Europe and considered 
these plans a dangerous attempt to destroy 
the approximate military balance of power in 
Europe and the world at large. 

They reiterated their states’ resolve to con- 
sistently work for banishing the threat of war, 
strengthening peace, for arms limitation and 
disarmament. They will continue to help 
implement the principles of peaceful co- 
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existence among states with different social 
systems and to advocate the elimination of 
troublespots and hotbeds of tension by means 
of political negotiations. 

The General Secretary of the Central Com- 
mittee of the Socialist Unity Party of Ger- 
many and Chairman of the Council of State 
of the German Democratic Republic, Erich 
Honecker, and the General Secretary of the 
Central Committee of the People’s Democratic 
Party of Afghanistan and Chairman of the 
Revolutionary Council of the Democratic Re- 
public of Afghanistan, Babrak Karmal, un- 
derlined the significance of the peace pro- 
gramme adopted at the 26th CPSU Congress 
with 2 view to securing peace and profoundly 
improving the international situation. 

The two sides consider it imperative to make 
progress towards nuclear arms limitation in 
Europe and attach utmost importance to the 
speedy resumption of negotiations on strategic 
arms limitation between the USSR and the 
USA. 

The German Democratic Republic and the 
Democratic Republic of Afghanistan condemn 
the development and manufacture of ever new 
types of weapons of mass destruction and, 
in particular, the US Administration’s decision 
to produce the neutron weapon. 

Erich Honecker and Babrak Karmal reaffirm- 
ed the intent of their states to make an active 
and constructive contribution toward a suc- 
cessful outcome of the second special session 
of the UN General Assembly devoted to 
disarmament, which should, in their view, lead 
to concrete steps for the cessation of the arms 
race and for disarmament. 

The two statesmen expressed their conviction 
that the maintenance and strengthening of 
stability and peace in Europe could have a 
favourable bearing on the situation throughout 
the world. They advocated the consistent con- 
tinuation of the process initiated by the Con- 
ference on Security and Cooperation in Eu- 
rope and declared that the successful con- 
clusion of the Madrid meeting, above all a 
decision on the convocation of a conference 
on military détente and disarmament in Eu- 
rope, would be of major importance in face 
of the present international situation. 


Til 
Erich Honecker and Babrak Karmal considered 
the development in Asia, especially in the Near 
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and Middle East, in South West Asia, the 
Gulf and the Indian Ocean. They appreciated 
the peoples’ achievements in strengthening 
their national independence, in the struggle 
against imperialism, hegemonism, colonialism 
and neo-colonialism. 

The two sides denounced the policy of inter- 
ference in the internal affairs of these states 
and condemned that entire geographical zones 
are declared “spheres of interest’. 

They espouse good-neighbourly cooperation 
among all Asian states in an atmosphere of 
mutual trust and understanding. The two re- 
presentatives advocate negotiations on con- 
fidence-building measures in the Far East and 
endorse the initiative of the Mongolian Peo- 
ple’s Republic proposing the signing of a Con- 
vention on Mutual Non-Aggression and Non- 
Use of Force in the relations among the states 
in the Asian and the Pacific regions. 

The German Democratic Republic and the De- 
mocratic Republic of Afghanistan voiced their 
grave concern at the situation in the Near and 
Middle East and resolutely condemned the 
annexation of the Golan Heights by Israel. 
They reiterate the need for a comprehensive 
political solution to the problems in that area 
with the direct participation of all parties con- 
cerned, including the Paléstine Liberation 
Organization (PLO) as the sole legitimate re- 
presentative of the Arab people of Palestine. 
They consider the convocation of an inter- 
national conference both timely and real- 
istic to bring about such solution. The two 
sides condemn the agreement reached 
between the United States and Israel on 
“Strategic alliance’ that is aimed against all 
peoples of that region. They regard the com- 
plete withdrawal of Israeli troops from all 
occupied Palestinian and Arab territories, in- 
cluding Jerusalem, and the guarantee of 
the inalienable rights of the Arab people 
of Palestine to return to their homeland, 
to self-determination and to establish an 
independent state to be an indispensable con- 
dition for a just and comprehensive solution 
of the Middle East problem. 

The German Democratic Republic and the 
Democratic Republic of Afghanistan stress the 
necessity to safeguard peace and security in 
the Gulf. They reaffirm the sovereign right 
of states in that region to ensure their security 
without foreign interference and to exercise 
unrestricted control over their natural re- 


sources. They speak out for the dismantling 
of existing foreign military bases, and against 
the establishment of new ones. 

Erich Honecker and Babrak Karmal expressed 
their concern at the militarization of the In- 
dian Ocean by the United States. The Ger- 
man Democratic Republic and the Democratic 
Republic of Afghanistan will continue to stand 
up for the implementation of the UN resolu- 
tions concerning the transformation of the 
Indian Ocean into a zone of peace. They 
consider it primarily urgent that the UN con- 
ference on the Indian Ocean be convened in 
the first half of 1983, at the latest. Both sides 
value the peace-loving policy of the Republic 
of India as a significant contribution to en- 
hanced international security. 

The two states declare their solidarity with the 
Socialist Republic of Vietnam, the Lao People’s 
Democratic Republic and the People’s Repu- 
blic of Kampuchea, and support the proposals 
of these states concerning the transformation 
of South East Asia into a zone of peace, 
stability and cooperation. They consider the 
Government of the People’s Republic of Kam- 
puchea the sole legitimate representative of 
the Kampuchean people entitled to represent 
its country in the United Nations Organiza- 
tion. 

The two sides appreciated the achievements of 
the African peoples made in the struggle for 
national and social liberation, against neo- 
colonialism, racism and apartheid. They con- 
demn all attempts to stop the further advance 
of the African peoples on their road toward 
independence, progress and peace and de- 
nounce, particularly, the unabating acts of ag- 
gression, perpetrated by South Africa against 
Angola. They will also in future assist the 
peoples of Namibia and South Africa in their 
just struggle led by their authentic representa- 
tives, the South West Africa People’s Organiza- 
tion (SWAPO) and the African National Con- 
gress (ANC), against the South African racist 
regime. 

The two sides most resolutely reject the US 
policy of interference towards the states in 
Central America and the Caribbean and de- 
clare their solidarity with the peoples of Latin 
America in their just struggle for freedom, 
demecracy, national independence and social 
progress. They corroborate their fraternal 
bonds with the Republic of Cuba. 

Erich Honecker lauded the movement of non- 


aligned states as an important factor in the 
striving for peace, international security, for 
the cessation of the arms race, and in the 
struggle against colonialism, neo-colonialism 
and racism as well as the active role of ‘the 
Democratic Republic of Afghanistan in the 
movement. He emphasized the German De- 
mocratic Republic’s firm support of these ob- 
jectives of the movement which are of im- 
portance for all mankind. 

The German Democratic Republic and the 
Democratic Republic of Afghanistan are de- 
termined to stand up for the elimination of 
all forms of imperialist and neo-colonialist ex- 
ploitation and discrimination, and for the 
establishment of a new international economic 
order based on equality. 

The two states reaffirmed their allegiance to 
the purposes and principles of the United Na- 
tions Organization, and they underscore the 
Organization’s increasing role in strengthen- 
ing peace, guaranteeing the security of peo- 
ples, and developing fruitful international co- 
operation. 


IV 

The General Secretary of the Central Com- 
mittee of the Socialist Unity Party of Ger- 
many and Chairman of the Council of State 
of the German Democratic Republic, Erich 
Honecker, and the General Secretary of the 
Central Committee of the People’s Democratic 
Party of Afghanistan and Chairman of the Re- 
volutionary Council of the Democratic Re- 
public of Afghanistan, Babrak Karmal, ex- 
pressed their deep satisfaction at the positive 
outcome of their talks. 

They valued the visit as an outstanding con- 
tribution to further developing the friendly re- 
lations and the close affinity between the 
Socialist Unity Party of Germany and the 
People’s Democratic Party of Afghanistan, the 
German Democratic Republic and the De- 
mocratic Republic of Afghanistan and between 
the two peoples. 

Comrade Babrak Karmal cordially thanked 
Comrade Erich Honecker for the _ over- 
whelmingly warm reception and hospitality ac- 
corded to the party and state delegation of the 
Democratic Republic of Afghanistan. 

He extended an invitation to the General 
Secretary of the Central Committee of the 
Socialist Unity Party of Germany and Chair- 
man of the Council of State of the German 
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Democratic Republic, Erich Honecker, to pay The invitation was accepted with gratitude. 


an official friendship visit to the Democratic 
Republic of Afghanistan. 


Joint declaration 
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German Democratic Republic—-Grenada on the occasion of the official 
visit of the Chairman of the Political Bureau of the Central Committee 
of the New JEWEL Movement and Prime Minister of the People’s 
Revolutionary Government of Grenada, Maurice Bishop, leading 

a party and government delegation of his country to the German 


Democratic Republic, 8-10 June 1982 


10 June 1982 


At the invitation of the General Secretary of 
the Central Committee of the Socialist Unity 
Party of Germany (SED) and Chairman of 
the Council of State of the German Democratic 
Republic, Erich Honecker, the Chairman of 
the Political Bureau of the Central Committee 
of the New JEWEL Movement and Prime 
Minister of the People’s Revolutionary Go- 
vernment of Grenada, Maurice Bishop, paid an 
official visit at the head of a party and govern- 
ment delegation to the German Democratic Re- 
public from 8 to 10 June 1982. 

Erich Honecker and Maurice Bishop held of- 
ficial talks in a spirit of friendship and soli- 
darity which prevails between the Socialist 
Unity Party of Germany and the New JEWEL 
Movement as well as between the German 
Democratic Republic and Grenada. They ex- 
changed information on the successful im- 
plementation of the decisions adopted at the 
10th Congress of the Socialist Unity Party of 
Germany and on the political and social suc- 
cesses scored in the three years since the 
triumph of the People’s Revolution in Gre- 
nada. The two statesmen exchanged views 
on the further development of mutual rela- 
tions and discussed fundamental issues of the 
international situation. 

The talks, which proceeded in an atmosphere 
of mutual trust and concord were attended by: 
(Here follow the names of the members of the 
two delegations-Editor.) 

During his stay in the German Democratic 
Republic, the distinguished guest saw sites 
of cultural and historical interest in Berlin. 
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Maurice Bishop laid wreaths at the Memorial 
to the Victims of Fascism and Militarism on 
Unter den Linden boulevard in Berlin and at 
the Memorial to the Fallen Soviet Heroes in 
Berlin-Treptow. He visited the National Me- 
morial Site at Sachsenhausen. 


I 

The General Secretary of the Central Com- 
mittee of the Socialist Unity Party of Ger- 
many and Chairman of the GDR Council of 
State, Erich Honecker, expressed the high re- 
spect of the people of the GDR for the efforts 
and the struggle of the people of Grenada 
under the leadership of the New JEWEL 
Movement to consolidate national indepen- 
dence and to forge a new democracy and 
create social progress, and he paid tribute 
to the successes achieved in that endeavour. 
With growing concern the GDR has followed 
the attempts of the most aggressive imperial- 
ist circles at interfering in the internal affairs 
of Grenada by exerting political and economic 
pressure and threatening the use of mercenary 
and military force. The GDR resolutely con- 
demns those designs against Grenada’s right 
to self-determination and national sovereignty. 
Once again it assures the people of Grenada of 
its close attachment and active solidarity. 
The Chairman of the Political Bureau of the 
Central Committee of the New JEWEL 
Movement and Prime Minister of the Peo- 
ple’s Revolutionary Government of Grenada 
highly commended the German Democratic 
Republic for its constructive contribution to the 


struggle for preserving peace and for détente, 

international security and disarmament, and 

praised it for its internationalist solidarity 
with the peoples of Latin America and the 

Caribbean fighting for their national and social 

liberation. 

He had words of high appreciation for the 

great accomplishments made and _ successes 

achieved by the GDR working people under 
the leadership of the SED in building up 
the advanced socialist society. 

Both sides emphasized their resolve to deepen 

cooperation between the SED and the New 

JEWEL Movement and, on that solid basis, 

purposefully to expand the friendly relation- 

ship between the two peoples and states. To 
this end, the following agreements and ar- 
rangements have been signed: 

— Agreement on cooperation between the 
Socialist Unity Party of Germany and the 
New JEWEL Movement; 

— Consular Convention between the German 
Democratic Republic and Grenada; 

— Agreement on economic and technical co- 
operation between the Government of the 
German Democratic Republic and the Peo- 
ple’s Revolutionary Government of Grena- 
da; 

— Cultural Agreement between the Govern- 
ment of the German Democratic Republic 
and the People’s Revolutionary Government 
of Grenada; 

— Exchange of Letters on the training of skil- 
led workers. 


II 

When reviewing the global situation, Erich 
Honecker and Maurice Bishop singled out the 
safeguarding of peace as the foremost con- 
cern cf the present. At the same time, they 
noted with deep anxiety that the adventurist 
course of confrontation and superarmament 
steered by the most aggressive imperialist 
quarters has dangerously aggravated the inter- 
national situation. 

They most vehemently denounce as gross in- 
terference in the internal affairs of the Polish 
People’s Republic the massive measures of 
boycott against that country taken by the USA 
as well as the attempts to vilify and black- 
mail Poland's allies, especially the USSR. Both 
sides note that such a policy poses a serious 
threat to peace and security and most em- 
phatically demand an immediate end to that 


policy. At the same time, they again assure 
socialist Poland of their unqualified soli- 
darity. 

Both sides condemned the planned deployment 
of new types of medium-range nuclear mis- 
siles in Western Europe, the decision of the 
US Administration to go ahead with the pro- 
duction of the neutron weapon, the incite- 
ment and the fuelling of conflicts as well as 
the establishment of further US military bases 
in different regions of the world. 

In view of this serious situation, both sides 
consider efforts towards halting the arms race 
and bringing about concrete measures of dis- 
armament, particularly in the nuclear field, as 
being.most imperative now. 

The German Democratic Republic and Gre- 
nada support the peace programme put for- 
ward at the 26th Congress of the Communist 
Party of the Soviet Union as a realistic and 
constructive alternative to the aggressive and 
peace-imperilling policy of imperialism. ‘They 
value the far-reaching proposals on arms limi- 
tation and disarmament made by the General 
Secretary of the CPSU Central Committee and 
Chairman of the Presidium of the Supreme 
Soviet of the USSR, L. I. Brezhnev, at the 19th 
Komsomol Congress as another concrete ex- 
pression of this peace policy. 

Both sides consider it necessary that the ne- 
gotiations on the limitation and reduction of 
strategic weapons and on the reduction of 
medium-range weapons in Europe should lead 
to effective results, on the basis of strict ob- 
servance of the principle of equality and equal 
security. 

It is the position of both sides that the 2nd 
Special Session of the UN General Assembly 
Devoted to Disarmament must be instrumental 
in achieving tangible results in terms of arms 
limitation and disarmament and in preparation 
of a world disarmament conference. 

The German Democratic Republic and Gre- 
nada are agreed that progress in the further 
détente process in Europe is an essential con- 
tribution to restoring a healthy international 
situation. They advocate active and strict im- 
plementation of the Helsinki Final Act as an 
integral whole and speak out in favour of 
achieving positive results at the Madrid meet- 
ing and of convening a conference on military 
détente and disarmament in Europe. 

Both sides underline the need for strict ob- 
servance of the Quadripartite Agreement on 
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West Berlin. The GDR and Grenada reaffirm 
their determination to contribute actively and 
effectively to safeguarding international peace 
and security and their preparedness to co- 
operate with all states and political forces con- 
cerned for the preservation of peace. 


III 

Erich Honecker and Maurice Bishop conferred 
on developments in the Caribbean and the 
Central American region. They supported the 
ongoing efforts of the governments and peo- 
ples of the region to ensure that the Carib- 
bean is declared and respected as a zone of 
peace, independence and development, and 
condemned all efforts to undermine regional 
institutions and the regional integration move- 
ment. 

At the same time, they strongly denounce the 
aggressive United States policy which poses a 
mounting threat to the security and stability of 
the region and consequently to the main- 
tenance of world peace. They underscore their 
position that peace and security can only be 
assured on the basis of the principles govern- 
ing the living together of states as embodied 
in the UN Charter. They hold the view that 
all peoples must enjoy their guaranteed right 
to determine the form of their political and 
social system by themselves. They demand 
strict respect for the principle of non-inter- 
ference in the internal affairs of other coun- 
tries, call for the renunciation of the threat or 
use of force in international relations, and ad- 
vocate the peaceful settlement of existing con- 
flicts. They strongly caution against the emer- 
gence of new hotbeds of conflict. 

Erich Honecker and Maurice Bishop paid tri- 
bute to the successes of the Cuban people in 
building the new society and Cuba’s principled 
foreign policy. Both sides highly value Cuba’s 
consistent stand and assistance for the peo- 
ples struggling for national and social libera- 
tion, and against imperialism, colonialism, neo- 
colonialism and racism, as well as that coun- 
try’s active role within the movement of non- 
aligned countries. They most vigorously de- 
nounce the renewed escalation by the USA 
of its policy of boycott and aggression against 
Cuba and demand that such a policy be dis- 
continued immediately. 

Both sides expressed their firm solidarity with 
Nicaragua, which, freely exercising its sover- 
eign right to self-determination, is success- 
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fully moving forward on the road of na- 
tional independence, democracy and social pro- 
gress. They energetically reject all attempts 
at political and economic pressure as well as 
the use of military force to make Nicaragua 
abandon this course. The proposals of the 
Government of National Reconstruction of Ni- 
caragua may provide a solid foundation for a 
negotiated solution that would meet the vital 
interests of the peoples of Central America 
and, at the same time, remove a dangerous 
regional hotbed of tensions. 

The German Democratic Republic and Gre- 
nada come out vigorously against the imperial- 
ist policy of intervention in Central America 
and the Caribbean, and they condemn .the 
crimes being committed against the people 
of El Salvador. They reaffirm their position 
that the election farce staged under US pres- 
sure serves only to reinforce the repressive 
character of the military junta and retards 
the process of democratization. 

They consider the FMLN/FDR coalition as a 
legitimate political force to be consulted in 
any political solution of the existing pro- 
blems. 

They feel linked in solidarity with the peoples 
of Latin America struggling against fascism 
and reaction and for the restoration of de- 
mocratic rights and freedoms. 


IV 

Erich Honecker and Maurice Bishop shared 
the view that for peace to be secured it is 
imperative immediately to remove the sources 
of conflict and tension existing in the world 
and to solve all disputes between states peace- 
fully by way of negotiations. 

Both sides follow with growing anxiety the 
escalation of tensions in the Middle East and 
South-West Asia which have reached a new 
climax with Israel’s large-scale aggression 
against Lebanon. They demand in the strongest 
possible terms the instant cessation of the 
fighting by Israel and the aggressor’s with- 
drawal from Lebanese territory as well as 
strict respect for the Lebanese Republic's 
sovereignty and territorial integrity. That de- 
velopment is the dangerous consequence of the 
policy of the most aggressive imperialist 
forces, especially in the USA, to extend their 
confrontationist policies to that region and 
to interfere in the internal affairs of sovereign 
states. 


In this context, both sides denounce as a 
blatant breach of international law, Israel's 
provocative decision to annex the Syrian Golan 
Heights as well as Israel’s repressive policies 
in the occupied Palestinian territories. They 
demand most emphatically that Israel com- 
pletely withdraw from all Palestinian and Arab 
territories occupied in 1967 and that the Arab 
people of Palestine be guaranteed the enjoy- 
ment of its inalienable rights, including its 
right to self-determination and the establish- 
ment of an independent state. 

The GDR and Grenada reiterate their support 
for the Soviet Union’s proposal that an in- 
ternational conference on the Middle East be 
called with all interested sides, including the 
PLO, participating. 

The GDR and Grenada demand the complete 
elimination of all forms of colonialism, neo- 
colonialism and racism. They strongly con- 
demn the policy of aggression pursued by the 
apartheid regime against the sovereignty and 
territorial integrity of Angola and the other 
“front-line states’ in southern Africa. 

Both sides support the fighting people of Na- 
mibia led by SWAPO, its only and authentic 
representative, and call for immediate Nami- 
bian independence on the basis of UN Secur- 
ity Council resolution 435. 

The German Democratic Republic and Gre- 
nada record their solidarity with the struggle 
of the Afghan people in defending their re- 
volutionary gains. They support the pro- 
posals of the Government of the Democratic 
Republic of Afghanistan designed to bring 
about a political settlement of the situation 
that has emerged. 

Both sides reaffirm that they give full back- 
ing to the Socialist Republic of Vietnam, the 
Lao People’s Democratic Republic and the 
People’s Republic of Kampuchea in their quest 
for peace, security and stability in South-East 
Asia. They demand that the People’s Republic 
of Kampuchea be given its rightful seat in the 
United Nations and other international organi- 
zations. 


The Getman Democratic Republic and Grena- 
da lauded the movement of non-aligned states 
as representing an important factor and in- 
fluential force in the peoples’ struggle for 
peace, international security, détente, an end 
to the arms race and against imperialism, 
colonialism, neo-colonialism and racism. Erich 
Honecker expressed the German Democratic 
Republic’s unwavering solidarity with these 
objectives important to the entire world, voic- 
ing the conviction that the movement, in ad- 
hering to its principles, will continue to play 
a weighty positive role in international polli- 
tics. Both sides endorse the demand for re- 
structuring international economic relations on 
an equitable and democratic basis and for esta- 
blishing a new international economic order. 
They hold that in this effort it is essential for 
global negotiations in the framework of the 
United Nations to be opened as early as pos- 
sible with a view to achieving concrete results 
and accords. 

Erich Honecker and Maurice Bishop pointed 
to the great responsibility and significant role 
of the United Nations in ensuring peace and 
security as well as harmony and peace among 
peoples. They manifest their resolve actively 
to contribute to strengthening and enhancing 
the Organization’s effectiveness on the basis 
of strict respect for its Charter. 


V 

Erich Honecker and Maurice Bishop were 
highly satisfied with the course and the re- 
sults of the visit and of their fraternal and 
comradely talks. 

Maurice Bishop sincerely thanked Erich Ho- 
necker for the friendly reception and the ge- 
nerous hospitality accorded to him and the 
members of the delegation of Grenada. He 
extended an invitation to Erich Honecker to 
visit Grenada at a mutually convenient time. 
This invitation was accepted with thanks. 
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